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L ord Harrington will have given you a full account of the extraordinary Period V. 

' fituation of affairs here, between the uncertainty of peace and war ; the i73°^°i734- 
French having embarrafled and clog’d their own propofail of the expedition lyjo. " 
againft Sicily, with infifting upon having the equilibre, and the plan of a ge» Walpole 

nerall w^ar fettled ' previoufly to any undertaking j two points of fo perplexed , 

and difficult a nature, as muft, if ihfifted upon, make it impoflible to doe any Private. 
thing this year, now the feafon is fo far advanced. His lordfhip will have 
informed you of my having taken great pains to fix the cardinall upon the 
enterprife againft Sicily, without maWng it depend upon other confiderations, 
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»eriod V. and that I had in appearance feme fuccefs, and the Garde des Sceaux feemed 
30101734. pj-a^Hcable ; but he having gained monlieur Spjnola, partly by promifes of 
1730. a blue ribbon, and that generall being .^fappointed in his vaft projeO: of conquer-* 

ing ail Italy, monfieur Chauvelin might talk at his eafe, and might appear more 
complying with the Englifh and Dutch, when he was fure the Spanyards them- 
felves, though not authorifed by their own court, would aft a part that might an- 
fwer the fame end of defeating or delaying the expedition upon Sicily ; and this, 
I tbinkj was the uplhot of the laft conference which the minillers of the allya 
had together, of which you will fee a full account in our joynt difpatch. How- 
ever, as the news which carne laft poll from Spain informs us, that their catho- 
lick majeftys are refolved to continue their preparations in all events, and we 
fhall take care to lett Mr. Keen know how defir ous his majefty is not to loofe 
this year without adion, we fhall fave our credftt wifh, Spain, the Imperiall court 
will perceive that the preparations are going forward ; and 'if they fhould fend a 
trifting or dilatory anfwer, 1 do not fee how the French can refufe to joyn in the 
plan propofed by themfelves for the expedition of Sicily, and if that is once 
earneftly fett about, I am almoft perfuaded the emperor will comply with -the 
propofall that has been made for the introdudion of Spanilh garrifons. As 
their catholick majeftys appear at prefent eafy, notwithftanding the behaviour of 
France, to avoid doing any thing, and as they continue their preparations with 
greater warmth than ever, it is not impoffible but that if they fhould be difap- 
pointed in an undertaking againft the emperor, they may out of refentment, 
perhaps, furprife Port Mahon. For although our behaviour does not deferve 
it, nobody knows to what extravagance the refentment of thg queen may goe ; 
and therefore, that matter fhould be immediately confider’d in tranlporting 
the troops that are now getting ready. 

As to the cardinall, I find his health and his apprehenfion as good as ever j 
but then he is fo weakened with age, and fo fatigued with the multiplicity of 
bufmefs, and particularly with the affairs of the conftitution, that as far as he 
has received and confented to any particular propofition, inftead of talcing upon 
himfelfe the authority and execution of it, he leaves it to the refpefkive minifters j 
hy which .means Chauvelin is become abfolute mafter of the foreign affairs, and 
inonfieur Maurepas of thofe relating to marine; and they take upon them to 
give fnatters fuch a turn as they think fitt in their refpedive departments. 
.This is the rcafoh why the deftrudioa of the works at Dunkirk goe on fo. flpwly', 
in fuch a manner, as I am apprehenfive that, if his endnence be not prefled 
in a particular manner^ we fttall have but a bad account of that bufmefs at the 
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meeting of the parliament next feflions. I muft, therefore, defire you will ts^rite a Period V. 

letter to me, in earnefl; terms, expreffing the great unealinefs of his majeftyand 

his minifters, at fo few hands having been employed in fo long a time, and that 1730. 

what is done, even by thofe hands, feems by no means to anfwer the terms of 

the treatys, and your apprehenfions that the feafon proper for this work may 

flip away without the full execution of what has been by the mofl; folemn affu- 

rances promifed on the part of the French king, and repeated by his minifters. 

You know I was defirous that his majefty ffiould condefcend to have given me 
a letter to the cardinall, taking notice of the great confidence which his emi* 
nence had always Ihewn towards ine, of the good ufe I had made of it for pre- 
ferving the union between the two crowns, and to defire the continuation of it 
on my taking my leave, and the king rnight take that occafidn of mentioning 
Dunkirk, and his expeSatiOn' of having his moll chriftian majefty’s promifes 
fully repeated in that refped. Having wrote thus far, I have deceived a letter 
from his eminence on this fubjed, to aflure me as a thing certain, that 550 
toifes of the jetfees are adually levelled with the ftrand, and that a great many 
more workmen are employed, and that what has been promifed on this head 
fliall be faithfully fulfilled : however, it may not be amife to have letters to fpur 
him on, becaufe the perfons employed will contrive to be as dilatory as they 
can, andj by falfe accounts and infinuations, to fling riibs dSyly in the way of 
the execution of this matter. ' 

If the emperor’s behaviour fliould be fuch as might oblige the" allys to ad 
againft him this year, and confequently to make preparations for the next, it 
will, in my opinion, be abfolutely neceflary not only to gain the king of Sar- 
dinia, but alfoe to make the eledorall treaty, and to fliow all polBble facility in 
this matter, and therefore an anfwer fliould be returned to the papers delivered 
by count Albert j although the eledor of Bavaria infifts upon'diftind fiibfidys 
from Spain, * # # # * in cafe of what is demanded of France. I be- Illegibld 

lieve France does not fufped that we fliould have any greater fhare than what 
we have already offered. ' 

The affair of Hildelheira jfeems entirely foreign to this matter, and I wifh that 
fome expedient to fave the right of both lides could be found out, and that JVIr. 

Hattorff might be ferioufly fpoken to on that head. The misfortune is, that 
count Plettenburgh, who governs abfolutely the eledor of Cologne, received 
fome difguft at I^annover j I wilh I could be enabled to fay fomething to 
count Albert, ‘rearing to Mr. Plettenburgh, that may be made ufe of to bring 
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him to better temper, efpecially if the news be true of the duke of Meckleii- 
burgh being arrived in his own country, and that the Aulick court has iffued 
a decree to authorife the king of Pruilia to oblige the people of Hildelheim to 
fubmitt themfelves to the bifhop there. Should the duke of Mecklenburgh 
have taken his refolution by concert with the Ruffians, the king of Pruffia, and 
the Imperiall court ; and refolve to fupport himfelfe againft the troops of the 
commiffion ; and ffiould the king of Pruffia ferioufly undertake to execute the 
Imperial! commiffion by force in Hilderfheim, his majefty’s affairs in thofe parts 
will be extreamly embarraffed, which makes it of great confequence for his 
majefty’s intereft to gain the eleftors, and to conclude the treaty on foot with 
them. For I cannot forbear obferving, with great concern, that his majefty has 
no friend in the whole empire befides the landgrave of Heffe, and the duke of 
Wolfembuttle, and I am afraid the laft is but a very weak and precarious 
fnend, and w^l^^ ftill more doubtfull when the time of his fubfidys fhall be 
expired. I cannot forbear mentioning on this head, the affair of the arrears due 
to the late prince of Denmark. I defire you will think ferioufly of thefe matters 
againft the arrivall of the courier from Vienna, who is dayly expeded, though 
I am afraid the apparent backwardnefs of the cardinall to ad, and his too' well 
known pufillanimity, will retard his arrivall ; and when he does come, that he 
will not bring a decifive and explicit anfwer at firft, unlefs the news that the 
Imperial court muft have from Barcelona, of the Spanifh preparations being con- 
tinued there with greater vigour than ever, ffiould have had fome effed upon 
them. 

Although I have no thoughts of taking my leave here, untill I fee one ’way or 
other a dedfion of matters relating to peace or war, yett it may be convenient 
to have lord Waldegrave’s credential! letters and inffrudions fent, his lordffiip 
being very willing to flay and fettle himfelfe here at prefent ; and I will take care 
before I come away, to gett a full information of every thing,, and to fettle, if 
poffible, a good underftanding with monlieur Chauvelin : for I find that he is ia 
a manner become abfolute malfer of the cardinall, and can turn him as hg 
pleafes. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Backwardnefs of the French to engage in a war with the emperor^ arifes prin- 
cipally from their opinion that the refgnation of lord Townfhend has weakened 
the adminijiration. 

DEAR BROTHER, ' Paris, July the ylh, 1750. 

J Received yefterday both your letters of the 22d part, O. S. You will fee 
by our difpatch that goes by this occafion, how impoflible it is to fix this 
court to a refolution of undertaking the expedition of Sicily this year, until! 
the plan for a generall war, or the proportion of troops for afling this as well 
as next year in other parts be firft fixed : that is, that the French will doe 
■nothing untill they fee the anfwer from Spain, or learn what is the refult of a 
Spanilh courier being fent direflily to England ; without any notice being fallen 
of this court, or any orders or intimation given to the Spanifh minifters them*- 
felves here upon it. In the mean time the courier from Vienna is delayed j 
and notwithftanding the letters from thence, which arrived yefterday, dated 
the 24th paft, mentioned his being fett out that night, he is not yett come ; 
and when he does come, will certainly bring nothing clear and decifive, 
becaufe the Imperialifts will have little to apprehend when they fee our pre*- 
parations are fo fmall, and fo dilatory. However, we muft putt on the beft 
face we can, and talk big ; and as the French ftill pretend to fay that they will 
be ready for Sicily if other things are fettled, I think the embarkation of the 
three regiments fhovdd goe on, that nothing may be layd to our charge ; and I 
am perfuaded that the Spanyards muft and will give an account to their court 
of our readynefs to concur in every thing for afting with vigour either this or 
the next year. 

Monfieur Chauvelin angered the Dutch yefterday very much, by intimating 
that there was nothing to be done on this fide this year but in Flanders, which 
he did very malicio'ufly, having no defign to undertake any thing, but in order 
to. fling the imputation of inaftion from France upon Holland. The Dutch 
minifters will give fuch an account, as I apprehend, of the late conferences, 
and the conduft of France in them, as will have a bad effect upon the ftates, 
and difpofe them to come into any propofition that can be made by the 
emperctf-. But as I doe not think that the cardinall has at all changed his fen- 
timents, or fyftem, nor is in any other ways altered than by age and fatigue, 
we fhould in- my opinion goe with great caution, before we take the leaft ftep 
that may ihake a feparation between England and. France ; and always be fare 
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Period V.. not to difohlige Spain. But I ftall fufpend my further thoughts on this fubjed 
1730101734. j the emperor will anfwer to what the allys have propofe 

1730. to him, and what propofition has been made in England by Spain. 

r fliall only add, that fhould the allys doe nothing this year, but all agree 1 
a£t with vigour the next, I think the conduft of the emperor may be putt itil 
fuch a light, confidering the propofalls that have been made him, as will pu 
him in the wrong in the eyes of all Europe, as well in the empire as i 
England; and the failing of his lottery for above nine- millions of florin 
joyned with the extraordinary charges and difficulty he muft be at in fubfiflin 
fo great an army, whofe expence exceeds by great fums the funds he ha 
muft, if the allys continue unanimous, bring him to reafon before next fpring 
and I think the parliament would have no difficulty in fupporting the king ft 
that purpofe, when things are laid fairly before them ; if the works of Dunkii 
be demoliftied by that time, as they fhould be. I muft; obferve on this occafit 
that I apprehend, that the backwardnefs of this court in engaging in a Wi 
this year arifes in a great meafure from the jealoufy they have of the prefe: 
fituation of the miniftry in England. ’‘For, notwithftanding the harmony ar 
concert in the adminiftration, they will not be perfwaded but the remoTiall 
lord Townfhend and the difpofition of places have arifen from other fecr 
fprings and motives than what are the reall ones, and apprehend that there 
fomethiiig at bottom that affefts the prefent meafures and fyftem of affairs; ar 
althovigh they wont own this opinion, yett they will think it prudent to fee tl 
complexion and temper of the next feflions before they engage in a war. 

As to the memoriall to be prefented relating to Dunkirk we lhall be pr 
pared out of hand. But J fhould be glad to know whether the two letters 
wrote to the cardinall, and fent laft week to the duke of Newcaftle, will m 
be fufficient for the prefent, efpecially fince Mr. Laffelles “writes word, that fl 
demolition feems to goe on in earneft ; however, upon my arrivall at Compeign 
whither I goe next week, I lhall make the proper ufe of your letter, and 
the order we have received from the duke of Newcaftle on this fubjedt, ai 
lhall from thence judge what is neceffary to be done. We are indeed in tl 
moft criticall fituation, and every ftep and meafure muft be weighed, for fe 
of flinging ourfelves into greater difficulties by avoyding the prefent. I 
management has been or ffaall be obferved about Dunkirk; but the oth 
points relating to the alliance muft be thoroughly confidered ; and I thin 
by what I can fee, that when the fcene is opened reladng to the courrier th 
went lately for England from Spain, and it is known what tihe emperor faj 
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It may be neceflary for me to return to England to give an account of matters Period V. 
here, in order to his majefty’s final! refolution upon the "whole. 1730 *° 1734- 

1730. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Influence of Chauvelin onyer the cardinal. — His own decreafes in the fame 
portion. — Speak's well of lord Waldegrave. — Deflres to return home. 

DEAR BRQTHER, Rivecouni near Compeigne, July I2--*Z3, 17JO. 

^^UR joynt difpatch will give you fo particular an account of the fituation of Walpofe 
this court, that I have little to add to it. The generall ideas for a plan of 
operations is, I think, in the main agreeable, to the manner and places in 1‘rivate^ 
which we fhould on all accounts defire the war to be piiflied, if it becomes' 
neceffary-; though this project is at prefent calculated with a defign, on the 
part of France, ' to appear more forward than the world will believe them to be 
for afting ; and to endeavour to fling the fault, if poffible, upon'the other allys, 
flrould they appear backward in fettling it ; and they will certainly make ufe of 
it for that purpofe with Spain : but as both the Spanilh minifters here are fully 
convinced of his majefty’s readynefs to have executed his engagements, even by 
force, this year, and have wrote to that effect in their lafl letters, and confe- 
quently, if nothing be done, muft lay it at the door of France j we muft take 
care to avoyd giving them any handle to believe otherwife, and appear as 
forward in fettling the plan as the French can be. 

In the mean time I am perfuaded of the cardinall’s firm refolution not to doe 
any thing this yearj which will foon be known to the Imperialifts by the 
nature of the fafts, and the palling away of the feafon, without any other 
intelligence ; and therefore, although it is very likely that they have fomething 
more to offer than what they have hitherto produced, I do not think it likely 
that they will be forward or explicit in Ipeaking again; nor indeed will they 
ever be fo untiil they find the allys in earneft for acting : and although the 
fituation of affairs in generall, and of this court in particular, makes an ac- 
commodation very deiirable on all accoimts, yett you will never have it from 
the Imperiall court, by appearing, either joyntly with our allys, or even 
feparately, over defirous of it. The allys together will have no influence 
upon the eraperour but as they fhall appear foritiidable to him ; and neither 
England nor Holland can, by any private infinuations, difpofe him to be 
reafonable, without thdr coming to an entire feparation with France, which 
will make the emperor fo much maft'er of the negociation, and will difpblige 
France to fuch a degree, as may 'be attended with the worfl: confequences. 

■ ■ , This 
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Period V. , This being the prefent Rate of affairs, and there being no manner of appe 
i73otoi734. of any reall a£lion,- or negociation to purpofe for this year, Mr. Poyi 
1730. and I have wrote this day for leave to come home immediately, where I thin' 
can be of more fervice than I can poffibly he here. For, as I hinted to you f 
merly, monfieur Chauveiin is abfolute mafter of the cardinal!, an 4 confequen 
of all affairs, and without his eminence himfelfe perhaps being fenfible of 
The Garde des Sceaux, by great affiduity and pains in eafmg the other of 1 
•bufinefs, and by great addrefs in humouring him, two points of great momi 
to gain' a man of his age and weaknefs, turns his eminence as he pieafes. 
Ihould be glad to eftablifh a confidence with monfieur Chauveiin ; but as he 
a perfon without plan or principle, and as all his politicks are governed by t 
little chicanes of a lawyer, fo that in negociating even with his freinds, 
always appears to be in 'a . Hate of contefl: and controverfy ; it is inipoflible 
malce a friendfhip with him. He makes ufe of the moll fervile complaifai 
towards them only as, a means for trick and amufeinent, and therefore I cam 
poffibly gett any farther in his intimacy than the having, an extream civill a 
decent carriage towards him ; and I mufl own I think lord Waldegrave 
proper a minifler as could poffibly be fent hither; for, befides his havi 
a very good underflaading, his fupple alid inoffenfive difpofition is the b 
talent againfl the artifices of monfieur Chauveiin. For as his lofdihip will ht 
caution and prudence enough as to take nothing upon himfelfe without orde 
he has at the fame time patience and phlegm enough to parry ihe dangerc 
attempts and infmuations of the other without difobliging him. 

From this account of the Garde des Sceaux’s charafter, and his pov 
over the cardinall, you will, eafily imagine that my fituation here is by 
means agreeable. And although I am as yett perfonally well with the cardin; 
and have in all appearance all fire marks of his friendfhip, yett fi'nce I cam 
make that ufe of him, as 1 formerly did, for his majefty’s fervice, my cc 
tinuance here will rather he more a prejudice to his majelly’s affairs t for it v 
not be long before that want of credit w’hich I formerly had, or the effedl 
it, will be perceived by other minifters. I hope therefore you will forward 
much as poffible my returning immediately home; and if, upon my taki 
my leave of the cardinall, I think it will be of any ufe to fix aj private c* 
refpondence with him, and it can be fafely done without difobliging me 
fieur Chauveiin, which I much doubt, I will take care of it. 
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LORD HARRINGTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

€ondcni 72 s the conduct of France. — Violent proceedings of the' king of Fruffia,-—' 

JJ^ianimity of the Englijh cabinet. 

DEAR SIR, Windfor, July the 13 — 24th, 1730. 

J Am very much obliged to your excellency for the honour of your letter of 
the 8th inftant, N. S. and alhained of having been fo long without writing 
to you ; but as I was allured of your being perfeftly well informed, by other 
hands, of every thing of any confequence that I gould fay to you, I was un- 
willing to take up any of your time unneceflarily, when you have fo much 
imployment for every moment of it, in this critical conjundlure. After having 
been fo long an eye-withefs of the pityfull conduft of the court where you are, 
I thought I could be no more furprifed at any thing they fliould do 5 but I own 
their prefent behaviour aftonillres me, for they feem now to have as little com- 
mon fenfe as honefty ; but if they will perfift in their driving us to the wall, 
we fliall be juftifyed before God and men if we turn upon them. 

But I fliall not trouble you any longer upon this fubject, fmce your brother’s 
private letter to you by the laft melfenger will have fully explained to you the 
unanimous thoughts of every body here on that head. What I chiefly write 
to you for at prefent is, to inform you of the fituation of our affairs at the 
court of Berlin, of which yoii will be fully apprifed by the inclofed papers, 
which I fend you in the greatefl: confidence, and mull therefore beg that in 
your difpgtches you will not take any notice of your having received them. 
What turn this laft incident * mentioned in thofe letters will take, I am not as yet 
abfolutely able to tell ; but as fir Charles Hotham wall not be here till to-morrow 
morning, and as we have prevailed upon the king to wait for his arrival before 
he takes any refolution upon it, I believe, by getting fo much time for the 
king to cool in, we fliall prevail upon him to hearken to moderate counfels. 

After having hinted at the difagreeable parts of our prefent fituation, it is 
but juft that I Ihould touch upon the happy fide of it, by telling you, — that never 
was any miniftry more unanimous, or more cordially united in all their 
thoughts and adlions, than, the prefent one; and, as they have all imaginable 
reafon to believe, never was any mafter better fatisfyed with his fervants than 
their’s is. I have millions of obligations to ypur brother, and not lefs to your- 

* Erederick William, king of Pruffia, treated fir Charles. Hotjiam, the Englilh minifter, with 
fuch marks of indignity that he quitted Berlin abruptly. 
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felf 5 and hope to convince you both of the juft fenfe which I fliall alway have 
of them ; and that nobody can be with greater refpeft, or with more fincerity, 
than I am, &c. ■ 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Cardinal averfe to the expedition againji Sicily. — Motmes for that anoerfon . — * 
Artifices of Chau-velin.—PreJJes the cardinal for the demolition of Dunkirk . — ■ 
Obtains his fromife to that ^e£l^ 

DEAR BROTHER, Auguft 2d, N. S. 1730. 

Jj'AR from being nneafy at any part of your letter of the loth paft, O. S'. 

(except on account of the fubjeft,) I am infinitely obliged to you for 
Ipealdng your mind fo freely ; it is, indeed, a time that requires our utmoft 
attention, and freedom of fpeech to one another, with refpedt to ourfelves and 
the publick. I have had, fince your letter, two or three llrong and ferious 
eonverfations with the cardinall. He appears to be the fame perfon with refpeft 
to his majefty and his minifters, for preferving the union between the two 
crowns, and executing joyntly our engagements ; he has certainly the fame 
authority with his mafter, and he thinks he exqrcifes it. But when I made him 
fenfible of the condudt of ChauveKn in feveral points, as neither adting a 
friendly nor juftifiable part towards England, and of monfieur Maurepas, with 
rega.rd to the affair of Dunkirk, his eminence promifed for the future that he 
would be prefent at all the conferences with monfieur Chauvelin ; that he would 
give me private and previous audiences for being informed of his majefty’s fen-- 
tiinents. But when I pulhed him upon the expedition to Sicily, I had no effeft 
at all: it was a rafli expedition that could not fucceed; all the councill of 
France is againft it ; the allys, and efpecially Spain, would exhauft themfelves 
to no purpofe this year. In fhoft, all the arguments I could ufe on this head 
had no effedl upon him ; although I told him very plainly that it would be in- 
terpreted by all the world as a refolution to do nothing, and that he would 
find the Dutch, being fenfible of the weaknefs and ill confequences of this 
tranfaftion, would certainly propofe to give the emperor the generall guaranty, 
as they fince have done. But the ftate of this matter I take to be this : the 
defire of the cardinall, after the treaty of Seville was figned, to execute it with- 
out coming to blows ; and his apprehenfions that the queen of Spain, when 
once the war Ihould begin, would expedl nothing lefs than the conqueft of all 
Italy for her children, and the reunion of all former poffeflSons to Spain or her 
, family. 
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family, made him flatter himfelfe that by gaining time, the emperour might be 
brought to a pacific accommodation. This made him fhift fo often the projedl; 
of aftion ; this made him reduce it to that of Sicily, and afterwards clog the 
expedition with conditions that could never be fettled this year, fuch as the 
plan of operations, and the equilibre. As to the firft, he thought it ftill more 
neceflary, becaufe monfieur Chauvelin had ftrongly inculcated to him, that Eng- 
land and Holland would never be brought to bear their proportion in the war, 
and that when the affair of Italy or Sicily was once engaged, we fhould leave the 
French to bear the whole burden. As to the equilibre, he never infilled, for 
his own part, to make the fettling of that a previous condition of the war j 
and, as you will have obferved, it is not foe much as mentioned in his letter 
to the marquis de la Paz of the 2 ad May : in fhort, the equiUbre is under- 
ftood by Spain to mean the reunion of all former poffeffions to the crown ; by 
the queen, the conquering them for her children'; is meant by us and the 
Dutch, to preferve the ballance as it is ; provided. the emperor will confent to 
the execution of the treaty of Seville, by the cardinall, not to confirm or 
fecure the emperor’s prefent polTeflions to his female pofterity, .but to doe 
nothing at prefent to divefl him of them, provided he will confent to the 
execution of the treaty of Seville. But his eminence has made ufe of this 
equilibre to difcover the views and intentions of the queen of Spain by it ; and 
to make her fenfible that what may be conquered in Italy Ihould not goe to 
her children, but be given either to the king of Sardinia, or reunited to the 
monarchy of Spain. But the ingenious monfieur Chauvelin is fond of this word 
equilibre, without any vafl: views of conquefts for France, or fettling a new 
partition or ballance of power in Europe ; but as, being fubjed to fo many 
different fenfes and interpretations, and made a previous condition to all adion, 
may ferve, if he pleafes, to prevent any adion at all ; while at the fame time 
he talks loudly to the Spanyards of his refolution to ad with vigour, when an 
honourable plan can be fixed for that purpofe. ' 

But the queftion, as you will fee by our difpatches, for doing any thing at 
all this year, is certainly over. France will not purfue the expedition of 
Sicily ; the Dutch, now the feafon of the year is fo far advanced, incline to 
the opinion of France; and England cannot ad without France and Holland: 
and the next queftion is, what then will Spain doe ? which I reckon will foon 
be knoivn, becaufe what was fome time fince difpatched from England and 
France to Spain, relating to the difpute about Sicily, by which that court 
will be convinced, that this is refolved to doe nothing this year, will, in my opi- 
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nion, have determined the refolution of Spain one way or other, before our ai 
fwers to their memorialls ihali arrive. In the mean time you will fee by ov 
difpatches, we have continued to fend fuch lights to Mr. Keen, as v/ill, we hopi 
enable him to juRifye his majefty’s conduct, as being without blame or reproac 
with refped to his readynefs for fullfilling his engagements towards the crow) 
But you will fay what is to be done next, and where will this end? we mu 
not, as you jultly obferve, loofe Spain, and I promife myfelf we fhall not on th 
occafion, and w^e luuft not feparate from France, untill we have fome profpeft ( 
gaining the eraperour, and what profped have we of doing that to the fatisfa* 
tion of Spain ? 

I cannot imagine, however mad, and rafh the queen of Spain may be, th; 
Ihe will begin a war againft the emperor, without any affiftance from the othi 
allys. Lett us confider, then, what condaQ; Ihe is like to purfue when fhe fine 
nothing to be done this year. 

If the queen of Spain fhould be per funded or believe that the fame difficult 
about previoufly fettling the plan of operations and the equilibre, may be mac 
ufe of by monfieur Chauvelin to obflrudl: all entreprifes next year, as it h; 
done this, it is poffible that fhe may think of accepting Englifh or neutrs 
garrifons, inftead of Spanifli, or of cpnfenting to the grand duke of Tufeany 
offer to receive and recognize immediately don Carlos as his fucceffour. 

I ft. The firft of thefe propofitions would certainly goe a great way towards j 
abfolute accommodation, as being entirely agreeable to the quadruple alliance 
though perhaps the emperor, now he has fo great a force in Italy, and confide 
ing the weak and pitifull behaviour of the allys, may refufe to confent to tl 
introduSion of Englifh or neutrall garrifons, without the confent of the er 
peror. But if Spain would accept of the grand duke’s offer, every thing mig' 
be happily accommodated with refpeS: to the point of don Carlos’s fucceffioi 

2d. But fhould the qdeen of Spain, out of revenge and refentment towar< 
the allys for having done nothing for her, fling herfelf into the arms of tl 
emperour upon, his own conditions, we muft expeO: to fee what thofe conditio] 
are, in order to judge whether it is fafe or prafticable for his majefty ar 
Holland to concurr in them : but by what I can learn matters feem. to be upc 
too defperate and angry terms between the emperour and the king of Spain, 
expeft a reconciliation in that quarter. 

3d. But if the ftrong profeffions of the .eardinail and monfieur Chauvelin, I 
the declaration they have made to- the Spanifh minifters, and will, without doub 
Thave wrote into Spain, of their being refolved to ait with vigour next year, ai. 
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of their preffing inftances of the other allys to concurr in an honourable and pro- Period V. 
portionable plan of troops and expence, that they may be convinced that Eng- 
land and Holland will concurr in fupporting the war when it is once begun ; I 1730^ 
fay, if thefe profeffions fhould have fuch an influence upon their catholick ina- 
jeftys, as to convince them of the reality and fincerity of France for afting next 
year, and to difpofe them to acquiefce, untill a generall plan of operations lhall 
be formed, I do not fee well how his majefty and the States can decline to co- 
operate and fix fuch a plan, which France will feemingly prefs, and which I 
fometimes think the cardinall is in earneft to have fettled, in order to ad with 
vigour ; though I believe monfieur Chanvelinwill, by artifices and tricks, endeavour 
to difappoint it, and at the fame time lay the blame upon England and Holland. 

I fay, in this cafe, you muft ferioufly confider what his majefty is able and will- . 
ing to furnilh, what expence you can make for fubfidys and troops, and how the 
fonds may anfwer, and I think if France and Spain fiiall prove both in earneft 
in this matter, methods muft be thought of to make an effort next year, and 
that the troops at prefent on foot will fcarce be fufficient. For if we doe not feent 
as forward, and as well prepared as others, we flrall, in this cafe, difoblige Spain 
and France, without having made up with the emperor, which 1 think we can 
never doe without fatisfying Spain about the fucceflion of don Carlos. 

In the mean time, as we have hinted in our difpatch, it feems abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, that his majefty fhould be fully apprifed of the fentiments of the States, 
without lofs of time, as to what they may think the moft advifeable method for 
putting an end to this uncertain ftate, either by negociation, and fmce that nego- 
eiation with the emperour can be undertaken andt concluded with honour and 
fafety , or by afting next year a vigorous part, and what fliare in that vigour they 
are willing to bear, with refpefl to fubfidys and troops. And therefore I think 
that lord Chefterfield flrould take a trip to Holland, to learn from the penfion- 
ary’s own mouth, immediately, his own thoughts, as well as to the difpofition of 
the States, as with refpeft to the condufl which England and Holland are to 
obferve, in fo great and criticall a junfture, upon which indeed no refolution 
can be taken, , untill the finall refolution of Spain be known. 

In my own opinion the cardinall’s fentiments are divided betw’een the extream 
defire of a generall pacification without a war, and his great averfion at prefent to 
give the emperour a guaranty of all his dominions, according to the pragmatick 
fandion. At prefent, I think, that rather than agree to the latter, he will heartily 
concurr in a plan for ading next year with vigour j and yett I am not without a 
notion fiametimes, that rather than have a war he may not be abfolutely againft a 

nego- 
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Period V. _ negociation for giving that generall guaranty. As to Chanvelin it is very clear to 
would keep things in the fame uncertain ftate ; neither accommodate 
1730- matters with the emperour, nor, if he can help it, enter into a war to fatisfy Spain, 
though there is noe turn, nor chican, he will not make ufe of to perfuade Spain 
of the contrary; and will, at the fame time, ufe his utmoft endeavours to keep 
the cardinall firm in not agreeing to the emperour’s pragmatick fanftion, re- 
lating to the fucceffion of his dominions. In jlhort, we muft appear as ready as 
France can be for fettling a plan of operations, untill we learn the ultimate refo- 
lution of Spain, and in the mean time learn the fentiments of the penfionary 
and the States, upon the prefent ftate of affairs, with refped to the conduft of the 
different courts of Europe at this junflure, and the part which his majefty and 
they fhould aft. 

In my private conferences with the cardinall, I hinted to him as if I had learnt 
that fome falfe infinuations with regard to the late changes in our miniftry, and 
the prefent difppfition of the court and parliament, might have created fome 
jealoufy in him, as if the prefent adminiftration was not willing, or would not be 
able to fupport the prefent union with France, reprefenting to him at the fame 
time, that it would entirely depend upon the conduft of France : to which he in 
confidence replyed, that monfieur Broglio fuggefted odd notions fometimes j 
hut by fome of his late letters he pofitively wrote, that the miniftry in England 
would certainly be able to maintain their ground, both in court and parliament, 
and his eminence added, that he did not doubt but they would, provided Spain 
did not take any violent ftep with regard to our commerce, and that the works 
at Dunkirk were entirely demoliflied. This gave me an occafion to renew my 
inftances with more warmth than ever for the exp)edition of Sicily and the de- 
molition of the “works at Dunkirk. I had, as I have told you before, no fuccefs 
in the firft, but he gave me the ftrongeft affurances that the demolition ftiould be 
perfefted to his majefty’s fatisfaftion; and he having fhown me an anfwer 
which monfieur Maurepas had drawn to the paper we had delivered relating to 
thofe works, and I having convinced him that it was by noe means, as it really 
was not, fatisfaftory, but would exafperate the nation, and abfolutely diffolve the 
prefent alliance ; he then affured me in the ftrongeft manner, that he would take 
it under his own confideration, and ufe his own authority for fatisfying his ma- 
jefty adtid thenationin this point: and if he continues firm, and )vill not be diverted 
by fome newinfluence and quirk, from monfieur Maurepas, and by the clamours 
of the people of Dunkirk, I have reafon to believe, that not only the jettees, but 
alfo the fluice of Fumes will be demoliflied, and that we lhall foon have an an- 
fwer 
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fwer on that point to his majefty’s fatisfaflion. There are fome days pall fince I 
had thefe affurances, and we have not as yett received, as he promifed me, any 
thing in writing. I mull own he has, indeed, ever fince been overwhelmed 
with various conferences, and we have, notwithftanding our other important 
bufinefs, continued our follicitations, as you will fee by our letters of this day, 
upon the affair of Dunkirk, which,* if executed according to the treaty, will, I 
hope, be of great confequence, with, regard to the reft of our affairs in par- 
liament. 

The enclofed from Mr. Keen I have juft now received by Wigs the meffen*’ 
ger ; he a£ls fo well and has gott fuch an eftablilhed confidence with Patino, 
that I could wilh he might continue there } but I think, indeed, he cannot doe it 
after the arrivalL of another ambaffador. 

. I mull infill upon Mr. Poyntz’s continuing here as long as I doe, for I cannot 
be without him ; I can affure you he will be very eafy with it, though there is no 
doubt but he would be as glad to gett away as I can be ; and, indeed, as foon as 
an anfwer comes from Spain with a final refolution of that court, and the affair 
of Dunkirk is over, I fee no great reafon for the continuance of either of us 
here. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Staffs the ohje^ions to a negotiation with the emperor, — Necejiiry to fettle a plan 
of operations y which will either prove the real mtenti^ns of France^ or compel the 
emperor to accede. 

DEAR BROTHER, Auguft'5— 16, 1730. 

J Have been favoured with your’s of the 27th pall, O. S. and while I entirely Walpole 
agree with you, that the condudl of France makes it extreamly defirable to 
gett out of this intricate and uncertain Hate, I mull own, at the fame time. Private. 
that tl^e Gonduft of the Imperiall court makes it very hazardous, if not imprac- 
ticable, to attempt to doe it by a negociation with the emperor, at this junc* 
ture, without loofing the friendlhip of France, and even that of Spain, at the 
lame, time. 

The emperour’s apprehenfions of the fecret articles of the treaty of Seville, 
made him fend fo ftrong a force into Italy ; the weaknefs of the allys in not 
making fufficient preparations, and fixing on a projeft for the execution of their 
engagements, made him rejedl a fafe, honourable, and advantageous propofall 
for the dntrodudion of Spanilh gariifons. And although he has the generall 
^ guaranty of his fuccellion foe much at heart, he has not vouchfafed to fay that he 

would: 
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Period V. would agree to the execution of the treaty for the fake of that guaranty 
1730101734. confequently, as any intimation from England and Holland for that purpi 
1730. the Imperiall court, would be conftrued an effedt of weaknefs and divifion a 
the allys, it would be e,utertained by the emperour in no other way than \ 
view to gain time, and fix an abfolute mifimderftanding among the allys, 
out our being able to obtain any fecurity for the redrefs of our griev: 
fuch as the Oftend trade, &c. or for the fucceffion of don Carlos by tl 
million of Spanifli garrifons. And as the emperour may imagine that all pi 
events, fuch as the death of the king of Spain, of the grand duke', of th 
dinall, as well as the uneafynefs in England and Holland, and divifions a 
the allys will make for him, no offer whatfoever, unlefs he fees at the fami 
an imminent danger in a refufall or delay, will make him promife to doe 
is reafonable, or difpofe him to execute any promife he Ihould make, and 
fore whatever may be the defines in England or in Holland to come to 
commodation with him, it will be impoffible to compafs fuch a one as < 
fafe and honourable, without appearing in a condition to force him to r 
this being the cafe, I think there is itothing left but concerting and pu 
with vigour the plan of operations : for although the cardinall has fliown 
his adlions that he would prefer an accommodation to a rupture ^ yett I ai 
fuaded he is foe fenfible of the ill effed of thefe mild meafures, and of th( 
dall of not fulfilling his engagements to Spain, that- rather than lye undi 
imputation, and force his allys into the emperor’s arms, he will come in 
war. And certainly as long as Prance appears difpofed to ad with vigou 
year, his majefty and the States muft aj^pear as ready and forward as this 
in order to unmafk entirely the condud of France, or to bring the emp 
reafon, which naturally brings me to fay a word or two upon the plan of oper 
You will fee by our difpatch, that we have begun to fett the; negociati 
foot with the king of Sardinia, and as we.*inuft be prepared for a ferious 1 
ation there, if that prince fhould give attention to our overtures, I ip 
ferve to you, that I much doubt whether what is mentioned in the treaty 
ville will fatisfye as the rule of proportion on our part. The French there,i 
have agreed, on account of, the nearnefs of their troops to Italy* compare 
the diftance and expence of ours, to furnilh 3000 men, that is fix battall 
■our two, for introdudion, but in the .projeds that have fmce been under 
deration, when they were to find- 16,000 men for the expedition of Nap 
agreed to find 8000, and in that of Sicily, although the proportion was 1 
folutely fixed, yett it was underftood, that of the 14,000 men to be furnif 
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the allys, the French were to give 8000, and we 4000. Thefe examples will be 
quoted againft us, as having agreed to furniih one halfe inftead of one third of 
what France fhould doe ; however, we will manage for the bell, when we come 
to regulate the fubfidys to be given by us, in proportion to the forces to be lent 
by France to the king of Sardinia ; but we Ihould have fome greater latitude for 
that purpofe in our inftruftions, without being tyed down to the treaty of Seville, 
which is no fixt rule. As it is very poflible that, confidering nothing is like 
to be undertaken this year in Italy, and that the emperour has fo formidable a 
force in the king of Sardinia’s neighbourhood, that his Sardinian majefty may 
avoyd coming to the conclufion of a treaty untill he is fure of a war, and that 
fome operations will be undertaken in other parts for a diverfion, and for pre- 
venting the emperour fending more forces into Italy, we mull; likewife ferioufly 
confider of the forces to be employed proportionably in Flanders and Germany; 
this is what the French vdll prefs, and in all likelyhood will be feconded in it 
by the Idng of Sardinia, for his own fake ; and I mull own I think we are not 
fufficiently inftrudted on this head. 

As to Flanders, we fhall be able, in concert with Holland, to continue upon the 
defenfive there. But then I believe it will be abfolutely neceflary to have an 
army to adt offenfively upon the Upper or Lower Rhine, in order to penetrate 
into the emperour’s hereditary dominions, or to keep his friends in awe, as the 
exigency of the war lhall require ; and as you remember that, in the year 1727, 
we had about 5 or 6000 men more on foot than at prefent, and were to have 
furniflied 12,000 for Flanders or Germany, I am afraid the prefent Handing 
forces will fcarce allow the tranfporting fo great a number. Neither doe I think 
that our allys will be fatisfyed with 12,000 Englifti only for that.fervice, con- 
fidering what the Dutch may require, if neceffary, for their defence, and what 
the French will expedt in Germany for adting jointly with their forces olFen- 
lively. For as to the Hanoverians and Heffians, they will be a good deal confined 
to their prefent fituation, unlefs it be certainly known what part the king of 
Pruffia will take; and therefore I niuft own, it would be of great’ fervipe if 
you -could -find ways and means to raife 12,000 more Englilh, and by that 
means have .a body of 16 or 20,000 of our nationall troops in Flanders and 
Germany. Such a refolution taken by the parliament in the beginning of the 
year, joyned with theapprehenfions which the emperor will have of our defigns 
upon Italy, from the negociations and preparations making by the allys for that 
purpofe, of which, by the nature of the thing, he muft gett fome notice, wiM, in 
all probability, make him offer fuch terms as muft enable us to fatisfye Spain in a 
3 V 0 U. III. PAa-T 111. D xeafonable 
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Period V. works demoliflicd efFeftually, and lett me have a copy of it. But fome days 
1730101734. j from Mm fince on the fubjed ; but I fliall 

1730. repeat my inftances again to him to-morrow, and I hope to be able to fucceed. 
If I fhould not, I think the belt way is for you to write a letter in French 
diredlly to him, letting, forth how necelTary it is to have the Iluice of Fumes 
demolilhed, and the jettees levelled with the ground where they Hand j taking 
care to ftate the fadts and reafons for it, as you will be able to take them out 
of out feverall letters that have pafled with the cardinall on this fubjedb ; and 
yOu may conclude in a ftrong manner, with fliowing him how impoffible it. 
mull be to, carry on the bulinefs in parliament, and to preferve the union 
between the two crowns, if this be., not done ; fince what will remain after this 
pretended demolition, will appear to b‘e diredlly contrary to the treatys fubfifl- 
iiig between the two nations. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Enforces the necejjity of compulfory methods with the emperor. — Propo/es to fummom 
the parliament in Odlober. — Dejires to return. 

Auguft 5—16, 1730. 

"Walpole jgESIDES what I have wrote in my other letter, I mufl add, that I doe not 
fee any poffibility of finifliing with the emperor by a feparate negociation, 
More private, without being in a condition to make him apprehend the confequences of a 
dangerous war. Becaufe the flrongeft affurances are lyable to fuch delays,, 
evafions, and chicans, before they are brought to an execution, that his Ira- 
periall majefty, lett his profeflions be never fo great, can allways defer the- 
performance fo long, that you will not be able to fatisfye Spain ; and as a 
coldnefs mull take place between England and France, whenever we and the 
Dutch aim at a particular conciliation with the emperour, before he has 
executed what he promifes, the natural! and politicall flownefs of the Impe- * 
riall court will enable this to fett even Spain againil us. 

Another confideration occurs peculiar to yourfelf and me, which is, that the 
Imperiall minifters have, I am afraid, conceived fuch a diftruft againil us, and. 

* Pultcney. , Hiay have contrafted fuch an intimacy with P j * and our enhemys, that, 

whenever they have it in their' power, they will artfully manage and, delay 
things in fuch a manner as may be the moft prejudicial! to the prefent miniftry 
in England 5 and, therefore, fear only will work upon the emperour to doe 
right, after having rejeiled the' offers already made.: I mull therefore own,, 

, that 
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that if the plan of operations can be finifiied, or agreed upon in the main, foon, Period V. 
and a proper paper can be prepared ready for the prefs, to fliow the unreafon- ^^ 73 °toi 734 - 
•ablenefs of the Imperiall conduG:, after all that has paffed, I fhould be glad if 173P. 
the parliament' could be called to meet at the latter end of OGober, or the 
beginning of November, and that his majefty, by opening it, may acquaint 
them with the reafon, as being defirous to have the concurrence of the parlia- 
ment for enabling him to fulfill his engagements, fince all the means of an 
accommodation have been tryed in vain, &c. ; and to alk for ten thoufand more 
Englilh to be raifed. If this could be praGicable, I am perfuaded that the- 
emperour will confent to Spanifli garrifons by Chriftmas j but if the parlia-. 
ment does not meet till January, l am apprehenfive that till that time, things 
■with regard to aGing or accommodation, will goe on but lamely. This 
thought of the parliament meeting fooner, has juft now occurred to me, and 
the more I refleG upon it the more I like it. 

I can’t conclude without defiring you to lett Mr. Poyntz and me com,e 
away as foon as we have obtained the fentiments of this court about the plan, 
of operations ; for as it is fitt that nothing fhould be finally concluded here, 
without taking his majefty’s fentiments upon what fhall be prepared, I think, 
lord Waldegrave will be able to doe that very well. But as long as I am here, 
the credit I have conftantly had, and my near relation to you, will make this, 
court imagine, that whatever is concerted in my prefence is agreeable to his 
majefty’s fentiments, or at leaft that I am able to lett them know what they 
are ; which will not be altogether the cafe of lord Waldegrave, who may much- 
eafyer take any thing ad referendum, without any furmifes or refleGions by thik 
court upon it, than I can j and as to any papers to be prepared for fetting; 
things in a right light to the nation, I believe you wiH think that both Mr;. 

Poyntz and I may be offervice in England. 

This paper, which is written in the hand-writing of fir Robert Walpolb, is; 
without date' or fignature; but was inclofed in a. letter to Horace Walpole; 
during the eourfe of their correfpondence in 1730.. 

^wries in regard to. the iifincerit'j. of France. — States the necejjitj of on' 

the demolition of Dmkirk.~And recommends, the renenving of the alliance with" 
the houfe. of Auflria. 

TJ'RANGE will certainly do nothing this. year. Did their delay of the expe- Oriord; 

" ditioh to Sicily proceed from the hopes of a favourable anfwer fi-om. 

'Vienna E — ^That expeGation. is. now. over. What, meafures, will they now^ 

take?:— 
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take ? — Is their firft principle to avoid a war at all events ? — And do they 
for this without obliging either the emperor or Spain? — If they wil 
attempt the fecuring to don Carlos the places in Italy, the queen of Sp 
at prefent' totally difobliged. — If they will not attempt it by force, have 
any other method that Spain will accept, and the emperor confent to ? — 
fatisfadlion is to be given to Spain, will the emperor be obliged by Frj 
barely declining to introduce the Spanifh garrifons ? — Or will the emperc 
remain uneafy till his own views and expedations are anfwered ? — An 
France confent to the guaranty of the emperour’s fucceffion ? 

■ If, then, the foundation of the treaty of Vienna was the defire of the 1 
of Spain, on one hand, to aggrandize her own family j and the view c 
emperor, on the other hand, to fecure his guaranty j is the conclufion ( 
alliance of Hanover to end in giving fatisfadion to neither of thefe parti 
Or does France propofe to continue negociating, and keep thefe two 
powers in a continued fulpence, and neither break nor make up with ei 
and at the fame time continue the allies of Hanover under the fame incert 
expences, and hazards they are now expofed to from their union an 
herence. to France ? 

What part then mull the allies of Hanover take ? — ^The prefent and 1 
diate obligation upon them is the execution of the treaty of Seville. — ' 
that are fincere muft convince Spain, as far as they are able, of thei 
cerity. — England has offered to joyn in the enterprife upon Italy j Engl 
ready to ad immediately in the expedition upon Sicily ; England is £ 
willing to enter into treaties with the king of Sardinia, and to pay fuel 
fidies as are reafonable, towards carrying on the war effedually on the 1 
Italy. — Of isiis, Spain lliould be made as fenfible as our intentions are re; 
fincere: and this feems a proper way of effeduating the introdudi 
Spanifh garrifons into the places of Italy, and fecuring the fucceffion o 
Carlos. For to diftreffe the emperour, and, by fucceffe in making acquif 
to make him feel the weight of the allies of Hanover, is the only v 
bringing him to reafon which, by the prefent conqueft of Sicily, and a 
extenfive war in Italy another year, if it fhould be found neceflary^ is th( 
pradicable method. • 

What then retards thefe operations? — France infills upon a general 
both for fettling the equilibre, and for carrying on a. general war, before 
begin any enterprife that may, in its confequences, draw on a general! v 
A generall war may be the confequence of the enterprife upon Sicily ; 
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all the allies Ihow themfelves, and in earneft, the fucceffe of this year may Period V. 
probably prevent a generall war. — Or I would fubmitt it to confideration, in 
what parts of the world could the emperor be able to aft offenfively, if he is 1730. 
pulh’d with as much vigour as the allies of Hanover are able to exert, on the 
fide of Italy. — And I know no neceffity for the allies of afting offenfively in 
any other parts, in order to make fuch conquefts, as lhall be retained upon a 
peace, or become the fubjedt of future partitions or diftributions. — If the 
proper quotas and proportions be held ready by the allies for their mutual 
fecurity, and fuch as may at the fame time oblige the emperour to keep a 
fufEcient force for his own fecurity in other parts, this will make fuch a 
diverfion, and find fuch employment for a great part of the emperour’s troops, 
that he will not be formidable, or able to refill the allies in Italy. 

This reafoning is founded upon a prefumption that France will not be 
brought to penetrate into Silefia and Bohemia, or do any thing that fhall 
really diftrefle the emperour, without England’s and Holland’s joining In what 
they can never confent to, and agreeing to fuch expences as they are not able 
to make. — And this, it is to be taken for granted, they do not demand with 
any hopes or defire of a complyance, but upon a refolution of doing nothing 
at leafl this year.- — ^If there was the leaft profpefl of their afling a better part 
another year, the inconveniencies of this year’s delay would be more tolerable. 

— But I take it for granted, that the fame or fome other difficulties in another 
lhape, will arife another year. 

This brings this whole affair to a very great and almofl infuperable dilemma. 

— But at the prefent, the part that England is to afl, is to find the proper 
means of convincing Spain of the truth and reality of their prefent circum- 
ftances, and f^tuation of their affairs. — If England would join with Spain in the 
enterprife upon Sicily without France, I fuppofe it is mofl certain that Holland 
would not. — England then and Spain alone are certainly unequal to the 
carrying on a war againfl the emperour j the confequences and dangers that 
would arife on all parts of the world are too obvious to want mentioning,, 
and Spain would be difappointed. — But as the difficulties are in no manner to- 
be imputed to England, it would be mofl unjufl for Spain to turn their refen t- 
ment towards England, who alone Hand by them, and are ready to fulfill: 
their engagements. — But a full explanation of this matter, and a good under- 
ftanding fettled between the crowns of England and Spain, would fecure to. 
the two iiations the mutual advantage of trade and commerce ; and the queen, 
of Spain mill be fenfible that it is her intereft to preferve the friendihip and; 

j fiipport 
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fupport of England, who will be allways ready, npon any more favourable 
I opportunity, and aflift and fupport her in the pretenfions of her family. — 
What turn the queen of Spain will take when Ihe truly fees her prefent 
htuation, or whether Ihe will be brought to any temperament, is worth ,con- 
fidering 5 but olfers of that kind fhould arife, I think, from thofe who will do 
no more, rather than ftom us, who are ready to do all that is incumbent 
upon us j we lliould not difoblige by new propofails. 

The procuring a good underftanding with Spain being fettled as a certain 
|)oint, it is now to be confidered, what part we are to aft with France. — 
Although we are not to confent to .lett them lay the blame of their meafures 
and proceedings upon us, we are not, I think, at prefent to bring their ffiend- 
ihip with England to the tell, upon the point of the treaty of Seville. — There 
is fomething that concerns ns more nearly, wherein their conduft is fo ftrong 
a fymptom £Hid indication of their difpofition towards us, that it mull be fully 
explained ; I mean the affair of Dunkirk : if the Garde des Sceaux grows 
jealous of the friendlhip of England, from the infinuations and reprefentations 
from hence with regard to France, he fhould take care not to give fuch juft 
•caufe of complaint. — In what a light will the fi'iendfhip of France ftarid in our 
parliament, if they do not only fail in the execution of the treaty of Seville, 
and appear at laft to defert us there, but at the fame time violate their own 
treaties, and aft fo infamoufly in regard to the demolition of Dunkirk? — That 
muft be done, or new meafures muft be entered into ; France muft give 
England fatisfaftion, ample fatisfaftion, in the affair of Dunkirk, if they hope 
•to continue the union betwixt the twm crowns. — If they will not, we muft 
confent to the demands of the emperor j if France defires we fhould joyn 
with them in preferving the ballance of power in Europe againft the emperor, 
■they muft do us juftice in the affair of Dunkirk. — It is not reafonable that we 
fhould ftand all the hazards of difobliging the emperor for the fake of their 
friendlhip, and be ill-treated by France in a matter of undoubted right 

If therefore this fumnier is to be fpent in negociatipns and inaftions, and 
we muft piirchafe the demolition of Dunkirk at that price, one may attone for 
the other:; and, after the clamour and expeftation that is railed upon that 
fubjeft, the effeftual demolition of Dunkirk may contribute as much to. the 
■making things eafy, as the contrary will certainly make them imprafticable.— 
3 mean it is impoflible to ftand both ; but one may make the other go down.-— 
And if France will do what is right upon that point, other matters, though 
strAublelbnie and difagreeable, may be got through. -rBut our emb^dfadpurs 

muft 
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mufl: loofe no time in knowing .what they may depend upon about Dunkirk ; Period V. 

for by that, I think, our future condudt muft from this time be regulated : 

for it will be a demonftratioii of their regard or no regard for England. 1730. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

On the French minifier at Stockholm affeSling precedency over the Englijh mini/ler, 

— Doubts the fmcerity of France.-. — Recommends caution, 

% 

DEAR HORACE, Windfor Caftle, Auguit 28, 1730- 

J Send you herewith a copy of an intercepted letter. You will eafily know Walpole 
by what channel this is come to our hands 5 and as this fecrett is of the laft Papers, 
importance to the king, he was very unwilling it Ihould be fent at all to you. 

But I thought it impoflible to give you a true notion of the fpiritt of this 
letter without your reading it yourfelf, which made me take this method : and 
as you cannot pollibly make any ufe of it in form, to make any inftances, or 
to pafle any office, founded upon this intelligence, I make no doubt but what- 
ever ufe you think fitt to make of this information, you will do it with fuch 
caution, and in fuch a manner, as lhall make it impoffible to have it fufpeflied 
from what grounds your apprehenfions upon this head do arife. I Ihould hope 
this is the i^iritt of monfieur Chauvelyn only ; and that the cardinal is not yett 
brought fo far into his rneafures as to have ordered, or even to be privy to fuch 
diredions. It will be therefore of great fervice, firft, if you can learn from 
the cardinal whether he is in this way of thinking, and is even ready to feek 
or make occafions of quarrelling with us ; and if he is, to try to convince him 
how ill-founded a difpute upon this pretence will be ; and how impoffible it 
will be for the king, upon any conlideration whatfoever, to give up the point 
of equality : or if the cardinal is not acquainted with this ftep, he being 
forewarned, his being drawn into it by art or furprife may be prevented, and 
fo the immediate ill confequences of a difference and difpute upon this queftion 
may be avoided. 

The method, therefore, that I think you Ihould take upon this information, 
is to find fome early opportunity to lett the cardinal know you have good 
reafon to apprehend, from the accounts Mr. Finch has fent from Sweden, 
that fome difpute of this kind may be fett on foot, which you muft fuppofe 
that neither his eminence nor monfieur Chauvelyn can be acquainted with ; 
and when you have afferted the undoubted right of equalit}--, you may delire 
that proper orders may be fent to their minifter at Stockholm, to avoid all 
VOL. in. PART III. ' E occafion 
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•Period V. occafion of difputes and differences, which can end in nothing but the deftruc- 
^73°*^° ^734- tjQQ of tiie union and friendftiip betwixt the two crowns. 

1730. This, dear Horace, is another inftance of what we have to apprehend j but, 

however, I am fully convinced we muft ftill keep fuch a management with 
France as to avoid any real, and, if it is pollible, the appearances of any 
difference betwixt us, till we know what meafures we lliall meet wdth from the 
emperour. But one conclufion may be drawn from what we fee, and every 
day feel, that, as far as monfieur Chauvelyn can influence, we are to expedt 
but little, and depend upon leffe, from the friendfhip of France, or any 
profpeft of a future confidence or good underflanding betwixt us. 

It was thought more advifable for me to write to you privately upon this 
fubjedl, than for the fecretary of ftate to fend you any orders upon it. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE’S DIARY. 

Wddegrave gEptember I. Sir Robert Walpole, in a private letter he writes to his 
Papers. brother, by Avifon, fays that it may be neceffary to endeavour to make up 

with the emperor : he advifes Mr. Walpole to give a memorial, figned by us 
all, about Dunkirk. 

September 2. Mr. Walpole fhewed us this day a private letter from his 
brother fir Robert, in which fir Robert feems very uneafy at the prefent 
fituation of affairs in England ; that we are in danger to break with France 
without being fure of the emperor. Sir Robert preffes us about Dunkirk, and 
to give in a memorial fignM by us all. 

September 5. Mr. Walpole took an opportunity of fpeaking to the cardinal 
about Dunkirk. His eminency feemed more difpofed to give us fatisfaftion 
than he had been before ; and faid, "Je Juis -prefyue convaincu ; and promifed, 
within four or five days, to lay the affair before the council ; which promife 
came from a letter (part of which Mr. Walpole fhewed the cardinal) of fir 
Robert, in which it was faid, that lord Bolingbroke gave out, that the cardinal 
could not do as ufual ; that he was obliged to lay matters before the council. 
The cardinal denied the obligation ; but faid, he always hoped to have the 
- approbation of the council for his condud. 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

States the difficulties and danger of opening a private negotiation with the emperor. 

DEAR BROTHER, Paris, September the ift, 1730. 

^HE meflenger arrived from Spain, in his way to England, gives me an 
opportunity of acknowledging your letter of the 17th paft, O. S. ; and I 
agree with your notions in the main, of making the war, if it becomes 
necelTary, afrive and offenfive in Italy ; entirely defenfivc in Flanders ; and 
fuch a drverfion only in Germany as may prevent the emperour fending more 
troops into Italy. I likewife agree that the conduQ: of France makes an accom- 
modation, if poffible, the moft defirable of all : but I Ihquld be glad to have 
known your thoughts about the Heps to be taken for this accommodation; 
becaufe, if we Ihould attempt it by any advances made firft by us towards the 
emperour, and that without the knowledge and confent of our allys, we fhall 
Tun the jhazard of loofing our prefent allys, without gaining the emperour. 
Nor will that acquifition, could it be immediate and reall, ballance the lofs of 
France and Spain too; and whenever the Imperiall court fees the leaft glim- 
mering hopes of a negociation with us, they will immediately take their 
advantage of it, and have no other view but to improve it into a divifion 
among the allys ; and depend upon it, what I have always layd down as a 
maxim with regard to that court, that nothing will make them reafonable but 
danger from the appearance of union and ftrength among the allys : and as no 
one infinuation from one of the allys can be made without the Imperiall 
minifters concluding it to be either an effefr of weaknefs or divifion, that 
court will aft with that view only of encreafing that divifion, which will make 
them matter of the whole- 

The anfwer returned by the allys is conceived in fuch ftrong terms, and lb 
vinexpefted, that it certainly furprifed the Imperiall minifters here, and mull 
have an effeft upon their court, if nothing intervenes to give them hopes of a 
negociation ; and after fuch an aitfwCT, I think the allys had nothing to doe 
but to appear indilferent, to prepare for war, and to expeft the firft motion 
for an accommodation from the emperor ; and in that cafe, it is not irnpoffible 
but that he might in fome time begin to found the difpofition of the allys. 
But if any of them, after this anfwer, attempt to foimd.him firft, I am appre- 
henfive that things will run into greater jealoufy and confufion than ever. 

I mention this to you, becaufe it looks to me, from fome dark expreflions 
in cypher from Vienna, as if fomething might be in agitation there about 
Englilh garrifons. If it be true, and the intimation went from us, I mull own 

E 3 I dread 
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Period V- I dread the cdnfequence. France will complain, and with juft reafon, 
1730101734. negociation ; will take advantage of it to animate Spain againft 

1730- and the emperour will take care to have it putt in that %ht of our having 
'broak the matter to him. You may renaember, that when count Einlky b 
to fpeak to lord Harrington firft', the Imperiall court had the alTuranc 
giving it out, that the application was firft made by England to them ; 
therefore, if any hint fhould come from Vienna, I muft own it will prov< 
my opinion, of a more dangerous confeq«ence,,at leaft, (unlefs we were all 
of Spain in the firft place,) to conceal it from France, than we can ever ej 
to receive benefitt from it. But if we lliould firft fuggeft any thing tc 
Imperiall court, without the knowledge of our allys, or even have that ( 
founded upon any point, in a manner that may give them handle or hope 
a fort of a feparate negociation, we (hall be more entangled and embarr 
than ever. And although I own the prefent weaknefs of the cardinall, ) 
don’t think his intentions are altered, and I have lately feen him much 0 
humour with Chauvelin’s condufl: with refpeft to us ; and I cannot carr 
thoughts fo far as to interpret that minifter’s behaviour in other courts, 
defign to come to a rupture with us, but the effed of an afcendant and ; 
riority which he would endeavour to obtain over England, to whom he i 
was a great friend. But fuch fteps relating to rank, and of preventing 
having too much creditt in other courts, which are not indeed friendly 
juftifyable, will never, on the other fide, juftify^e our taking any ftep 
a feparate negociation without France, and will end to our difadvan 
efpecially in a point in which we are not fure of having the concur] 
of Spain ; and by having not obtained that concurrence previoufly, will 
France fuch an advantage oA^er us, even with that court, as I muft own I c 
the confequence of it. 

XJntill I know whether any thing has been done with the court of Vh 
or what, and in what manner it has been done, I cannot pretend to judi 
the matter. But I think I know the views of the Imperiall mmifters fo 
.that the advances of any one of the allys, without the reft, towards them, 
. make a good conclufion of matters more diftant than ever. But I will fa 
more befides repeating my moft earneft inftances to you to lett me and Pc 
come home, which, by the manner which you think we ought to a£t in 
junjfture, in taking all matters ad referendum, is become more necelTary 
ever; and therefore I beg, for God’s fake, to. obtain immediate leave foi 
coming away ; for which I could mention fome other reafons not prope: 
paper. 


HOR 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period V. 
1730101734. 


yuflijles himfelf in re^rd ta Dunkirk. — Hints as if his brother was too precipitate 

in treating with France. • 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Paris, September loth, 1730, N. S, 


OU cannot be more fenfible than I am of the great importance that the Orford 
demolition of the works of Dunkirk is, and in particular with refpedt to 
yourfelfe and me ; and how neceflary it is that it Ihould at leaf! appear in par- Private. 
liament that- there has been no negleft, coolnefs, or indifference in the king, or 
any of his minifters, in demanding, and in endeavouring to procure fatisfaftion.. 

But is it poflible for you to have. read our difpatches ever fince my laft arrivall 
here, and think that juftice and fatisfadtion have not been demanded in writings 
in the moft explicit and categoricall terms ? All the letters figned feparately or 
joyntly by me and my colleagues to the cardinall, before or after the memoriall 
delivered by us in a conference with the French minifters, reciting the parti- 
culars of what was expedited to be done for reducing the port of Dunkirk to 
the terms of the treatys, muft be looked upon, in the natural! and ijfuall courfe 
of bufinefs, as fo many memorialls in form ; and were calculated to be read in 
parliament as a juftification of pilr inftances ; and fome of them are expreffed 
in ftronger terms than I ever faw, but in cafes of a fixt de%n to come to a 
rupture. And his grace aaid lord Harrington vull both tell you, that in the 
tranfadlion of bufinefs in foreign courts, of the greateft importance, fuch letters 
as we have wrote' to the cardinall, as prime minifter, muft be looked upon as 
an application to the French king, in as diredl and full a manner as a memoriall 
addreffed to him perfonally ; and I think I may venture to lett my letters to hi? 
eminence on this fubjedl fpeak for themfelves, as a fufficient juftification of my 
condudt.: A memoriall to the king himfelf is certainly a natural! and Ibrmall 
way of proceeding; but in this cafe it could not be figned byais all, becaufe 
"there is nobody but myfelfe fufficiently accredited for that purpofe, Mr. Poyntz 
being only ambaffadour and plenipotenjiary to the congrefs, and lord "Walde- 
grave’s credential! letters cannot be delivered but after mine of revocation; 
and, therefore, when he becomes capable of figning a memoriall diredlly to the 
French king, that capacity ceafes in me. 

I fliall only add, that a memoriall, when delivered to the French king, if ir 
ihall be thought neceffary, can only recite, and have reference to the letters 
and memorials we have already given^ fetting forth our juft demands, and our 

■ ‘ repeated 
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repeated inftances made without any efFe£t, as well as the fadts of the pretended 
demolition being an entire evafioa of the treatys, and of the promifes given us 
fo often, as well as of the French king’s orders, as what has often been 
repeated in our application by writing to the cardinall. But the conclufion 
muft be in fuch terms as mull threaten a diredf and open rupture with France, 
if not complyed with'; and whether that fhould be fayd to the face of the king, 
(although I think we have almoft fayd as much in fome of our letters,) without 
taking firfl the fenfe of the parliament, is a very doubtfull thing with me at 
this junflure. However, a memoriall fliall be prepared ; which, by the by, as 
you muft needs refledt in what ftrong terms it muft of confequence conclude, 
you will remember as to the confequences of it, that it is to be figned by me 
alone. But I doe not, after all that has palTed this year by writing on this 
fubjedl, apprelrend any blame can be imputed to me for want of zeal and ap- 
plication, unlefs it arifes from his grace’s difpatch ; wlio, by ordering us to 
deliver a memoriall, feems to have made, in fome meafufe, that unneceflary 
diftindtion between what we have already wrote by orders, in explicit terms, 
to the cardinall, the French king’s firft minifter, and a memoriall addreffed 
diredtly to his majefty, in which there can be no difference at all, unlefs that 
the laft may committ the two crowns in fuch a manner as to make it neceflary 
to come to an open war upon this affair : but otherwife the application for 
juftice is equally the fame, and as regular, whether by letters from minifter to 
minifter, or by what is called a memoriall diredlly to the fovereign himfelfe. 

Upon the duke of Newcaftle’s laft letter, we have, as you will fee by our 
difpatches, wrote to his eminence again ; and I, at the fame time, added a par- 
ticular letter from myfelf to his eminence, not proper for a publick difpatch ; but 
I fend you inclofed a copy of it, and of his anfwer ; and I really believe that my 
letter, and what I fayd to monfieur Chauvelin, (with whom I had yefterday a 
long converfation on this fubjedt, and who earneftly defired me, as a friend, 
that I would not give a memoriall, as what would ferve to exafperate matters,’ 
will produce fuch an effeift as to have the jettees entirely demoliflied ; ■ but tht 
Iluyce of Fumes will ftill admitt of fome farther debate ; but I fhall not enter 
into that at prefent. 

Before I conclude this letter, already indeed too long, give me leave tc 
tell you, that I am very apprehenfive that you are going on too fall upon a 
fixed principle as if all was over with France, and, upon that notion, without 
having any certain fcheme of friendlhip or fecurity with any other confiderablt 
powCT. Your meafures, as far as I can guefs, are vague and inconclufivd ; 
' ' anc 
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and will, if care be not taken, bring us to a quarrell with France, while at 
the fame time we are deftitute of any reall friend. For my part, I muft 
own I doe not lilce, by any means, the condu<Et of monfieur Chauvelin with 
regard to us, joyned with the great Influence he certainly has at prefent with 
the cardinall. But as his eminence has noe thoughts of giving up the fyftem, 
we muft by no means aft as if we gave the fyftem over ; and muft not only dif- 
femble, but, in conjundtion with the Dutch, endeavour to fupport it as well as we 
can, untill the emperour has a different conduft, and that we are fure of not dif- 
obliging Spain by any ftep taken towards the emperour. And I lay it down as an 
undoubted maxim, that any advances, or infinuations, or foundings on‘ our part to 
the Imperiall court, will not have the leaft eflFeft upon them, but to amufe, to 
gain time,*to inifreprefent us to our allys, to putt it in the power of France of 
making us ill with Spain ; and, in fhort, in fetting us entirely afloat, with too 
much fail and no ballaft. The little inconveniencys we fuffer at prefent from 
the tricks of monfieur Chauvelin, in having endeavoured to fling their averfion 
to a war upon us, are trifles, if compared with the fatall confequences of our 
afling towards them in a manner as if we were entirely broke with them : and, 
pardon me for faying it, I doe apprehend that we are driving too faft from the 
friendfhip of the only power that can hurt us ; and without fuch power being 
againft us, we have not much to fear. I fay we feem to be driving, we know not 
to whom, nor to what ; and indeed I could heartily have wiflied to be in England 
to have talked calmly over the prefent ftate of affairs with you, before you lett 
your jealoufy of . France carry you to a precipice, and to unforefeen and un- 
extricable difficultys : but it is impolSble for me to explain myfelfe farther on 
paper. 

P. S. To explain the beginning of my letter to the cardinall, it may be 
proper to tell you, that I was yefterday at Verfailles j and his eminence having 
taken phyfic, I avoyded troubling him, although he was willing to fee mein the 
afternoon: and therefore, upon my return home, I thought fitt to write' a par- 
ticular letter to him; but the vifit l made to Chauvelin was not unfuccefsful, 
who appears very earneft for the effeduall demolition of the jettees. 
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THE EAR-L OF CHESTERFIELD TO' LORD HARRIHGTOH. 

Difapproves the meafvj-es relating to Mecklenhurgb.-~-U.ints at the difficulties which 
nmjl arije in the negotiation with the emperor from the German affairs. — De~ 
fires a fpeedy retail. 


MV LORD, Hague, Sept. I j. N. Sj 1730. 

Harrington J Was honoured by the laft poll with your lordfliip’s private letter of the firft. 
Paper s.^ ^ by which I am forry to find the refolution that feems to be takenabout 

jtfart. Mecklemburg. It appears to be no lefs than perpetuating the commiflion, at 
leall for this duke’s life j for if he is too wild and extravagant at his age to he 
treated with at all, I prefume he will hardly, ever become more traittable. As 
to the dilfatisfadion his majefty exprelfed with relation to the penfionary’s ideas, 
I have juftified him, and very truly, in my other letfet'. to your lordlhip by this 
poll ; for I really had not informed him of all his majefty’s demands, thinking 
it improper, in the infancy of this affair, to frighten him with a catalogue of pre- 
tenfions, that might make him confider the very thing I was employing him to 
tranfaft as impracticable. . • 

However, I look upon our negotiation with the emperor as begun j but I look 
upon it too as very farr from being ended, and I forefee the many difEcultys 
that will arife in the courfe of it. The king thinks the guarranty fo great a 
conceffion, that it entitles him to alk any thing or every thing. The emperor con- 
fiders it in a different light ; and though defirous to obtain it, will not purchafe 
it too dear. He knows it is almoft as much our intereft as his, he fees our 
fituation with France, and he apprehends little from the concurrence of fuch 
jarring particles as our prefent alliance is formed of. Thefe difficulties, which 
to me are obvious ones, will certainly fpinn out the negotiation to a confiderable 
length, though not break it off^ for the good of it is, that when .once begun, 
and the demands of England and. the republick meeting with little difficulty, 
as I am perfuaded they tvill, it will be impoffible to break it off, for the fake of 
fome certain conditions that your lordlhip and I know of. But as thefe diffi- 
culties will take, up a good deal of time, and probably not be difcufled here \ or 
if they were, as I am both unfitt and unwilling to be concerned in them, I fubmit 
it to your lordfhip, whether it is not time to think of a fucceffbr for me here ; who 
will require fome time to get ready, and who it may be proper fhould be here 
before I go. There is now a little more than three months to the fitting of the 
parliament, and fmce I am to be back by that time, I confefs, I ihould be glad it 
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were as foon as poffible- I therefore begg your lordfhip will mention this affair to 
the king, in what way you think propereft, whether as from yourfelf or me. 

It is with the utmoft pleafure I refledt that I can addrefs myfelf in this man- 
ner, at the fame time to a friend and a minifter, and fubfcribe myfelf with as 
much lincerity to the oiie, as refped to the other, &c. 

* 

LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

InJlruSiions to open a new treaty with the court of Vienna^ and to promife the gua* 
ranty of the pragmatic fandlion^ if the emperor will agree to the points required*-^ 

' France will either undertake nothings or bring on a general war, — To adl im 
concert with morijieur Dieden^ the kin^-s eledforal minifter^ and to obtain the 
emperor^ s confent to adjiifi the differences hi Germany, 

SIR, Windfor Callle, 14 — 2.5th September 3730. 

j Have already let you know that I had received yours of the 1 9 — 30th Auguft, 
which came by -count Kinlky’s courier. I have fince had that of the tid Sep* 
tember, N. S. and laid it before the king ; and muff now tell you, with a great 
deal of pleafure, that his majefty approved extremely your whole manner of 
afting on that nice and difficult affair which fell under your care and negotiation. 
I fhall not enter into the particulars of -the feveral reafonings you ufed upon 
that occafion ; but I fend you herewith the anfwer I have prepared by his ma- 
jefty’s command, to the paper you tranfmitted hither, copied from the original 
which count Sinzendorff had put into your hands. What you find in the in- 
clofed anfwer is all his raajefly has thought fit to .give in writing, and count 
Kinffiy has taken a copy of the fame. But the king having referred the Im- 
perial court to you, as being farther inflrufted upon the principal points in- 
queftion, that you may be fully informed of the drift of his majefty’s com- 
mands, I fhall give you his thoughts, in general, upon the prefent fituation of 
affairs, together with the motives which induce his niajefty to enter into this 
. negotiation, as well as the particular orders the king thinks fit to fend you for 
your direction in tranfafting the fame. 

Nobody is better aprifed than yourfelf of the fmcere defire and readinefs 
which his ipajefty has conftantly fhewn, upon all occafions, ever fince the con- 
clufion of the treaty of Seville, to have all the engagements entered into ^ it in 
favor of, Spain, executed with the greateft faith and punctuality; and that the 
king, for thd fame purpofe, has not only inceffantly preffed his allies, particularly 
VOL, III, PART III, F • France, 
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Penod V. France, to enter into fuch meafures as would moll effectually conduce to that 
173^01734. always readily confented to every propofal that has been made 

to him of that nature,, by offering generoufly to furnifli all fuch fuccours as 
were demanded of him, though far exceeding his proportion, as ftipulated by 
the faid treaty. You have alfo been a witnefs to the feveral chicanes and un- 
reafonable objeftions ftarted by France againft the execution of every propofal, 
though made by themfelves, as foon as ever they found it agreed to by his ma- 
jefty. And you muff; have obferved by what invidious infmuations and falfe 
affertions they have endeavoured to perfuade the court of Spain, that the in- 
aftion of this year, though evidently and folely occafioned by themfelves, and 
confequently the non-execution of the treaty of Seville, ought to be imputed to 
his majefty. 

Affairs being at prefent in this difagreeable fituatipn, and there being too 
juft grounds to apprehend, from what has paffed, that France will either under- 
take nothing, even next year, and by that means keep matters in the fame in- 
tolerable ftate of uncertainty and expence, which they are now in, or elfe, not 
content with the' bare execution of the faid treaty, will engage the allies in fuch 
a general war, , as muff: inevitably overturn the balance of Europe. For thefe 
reafons, his majefty who is always defirous and determined to execute, with the 
greateft faithfulnefs, all his engagements, has been induced to hearken to and 
encourage any propofal conducive to that end, to the preferving at the fame 
time the publick tranquillity and the equilibre of Europe, even at the price of 
entering into fuch a new engagement, as, though not contrary^ to his treatys 
with any of his allies, may yet be of that nature, as in a lefs violent fituation of 
affairs, he- might not have.chofen to take upon himfelf for the prefent j I mean 
the guaranty of the pragmatick fanftion, which the emperor has fo much at 
heart, and which, confidering the plan of operations and the fcheme of parti- 
tions which are now concerting at Paris and elfewhere, is fo effential to him, as 
well for the fecurity of his poffeffions for the prefent, as for the preferving them 
united and entire to his fucceffor. 

But as the. taking fuch a ftep in favor of the emperor, though ftridly jufti- 
fiable in itfelf, would inevitably not only be highly difagreeable to France and 
Spain, but even lofe his majefty the confidence and friendlhip of moft of the 
powerful princes in Germany, and particularly of the eleflors of Bavaria and 
Saxony, the court of Vienna cannot but be convinced of the jufiice, and even the 
necejfit'j there is, not only that the JlriBeJl friendjhip and union Jhould be at the 
fame time ejhablifhed betwixt the two courts, by finally and fjeblually adjtfiing all 

inatters 
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matters at prefen.t in difpute between them ; but alfo that the emperor, in return. Period V, 

fliould heartily concurr in all fuch reafonable meafures and propofals as Ihall be 

made to him on the part of his majefty, as well for the prefent quiet enjoyment 1730. 

of his pofleffions in Germany, as to fecure them againft apy future attempts that 

may be made by any of the neighbouring powers, difobliged by the king’s thus 

voluntarily and generoufly entring into an engagement of fuch vaft importance 

and fervice to the- emperor. * ' , 

Wherefore the 'king has commanded me to acquaint you, that he expedls 
that the emperor fhould confent to the introdudhon of the Spanilh garrifons 
according to the treaty of Seville ; and that the points of the Oltend trade, 

Oftfrife, and Mecklenbourg,'with all other matters now in difpute, that regard 
the king and his allies, Ihould be adjufted to his fatisfa(^on ; and likewife, that 
fuch farther particulars as maybe necelTary to his majefty’s fecurity in Germany, 
fliould be fettled. And in cafe you find the Imperial minifters ready to agree to 
thefe propofals, you may give them to underftand that his majefty will alfo be 
willing on his part to give his guaranty to the pragmatick fandtion, for main- 
taining the fucceffion to the dominions of the houfe of Auftria, according tq 
what has been eftabliflied by his Imperial majefty therein ; provided that the 
emperor will at the fame time give fuch fecurity to the allies of Seville, and to 
Europe in general, concerning the marriage of the archdutchelTes his daughters, 
as may quiet the apprehenfions that have arifen on that account, as to the 
breaking of the balance of power in Chriftendom. 

And as the emperor feems to expedl that the king, in order to make known 
his defire to fettle a thorough reconciliation with him, fliould fliewa difpofition 
to give this, guaranty, which his Imperial majefty appears to have moft at heart, 
although his majefty is in no wife obliged to take upon himfelf an engagement 
of that nature ; fo' his majefty perfuades- himfelf, that the emperor on his part 
will not be backward to do every thing that fliall tend to re-eftablilh the moft 
perfedl friendfliip between the two courts. And as the king, as eledtor, has 
feveral matters which ought to be adjufted, in order to remove all kinds of feeds 
of mifunderftandings, his majefty, who makes no queftion but that the emperor 
is in the fame good difpofition, has ordered his minifter at Ratifbonne, mon- 
fieur de Dieden, immediately to repair to Vienna, and to lay before the Imperial 
minifters his particular demand as elector. The emperor cannot but be fenfible, 
that when a friendfliip is to be renewed, all occafions of diffatisfadlion and dif- 
fidence, fiipuld, in prudence, and true policy, be taken away ; and, the/efore, 
the king does not , doubt but that the Imperial court will at once enter into his 
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Period V. majefty’s thoughts on that head, and not leave any point between the two cd 
173010 1734. Wherefore, when monfieur Dieden fhall arrive at Vienna, 

J730. fhall receive him with the utmoft confidence, and take your information f 
him, as to what he has .to propofe in the king’s name, as elector.; and you 
fupport his arguments and reafonings with the Imperial minifters, and endeat 
to get his majefty all juft fatisfadlion on the demands which monfieur Died< 
inftrudted to make. 

As what you are empowered to declare to the Imperial court concerning 
guaranty defired, upon their alfuring you that they will fatisfy the king anc 
allies, in all the other points above mentioned, and particularly in that of 
introduftion of Spanifh garrifons, muft give the emperor an entire perfua 
of his majefty ’s fincere refolution to ad! in this affair with great honor anc 
tegrity 5 and as the emperor has profefled that he has no defign to difunitc 
majefty from his allies, the king thinks chat the beft way to tranfadl this m: 
will be, that the Imperial court Ihould confent that the bufinefs of the guar 
ftiould not be put into the publick convention, but fettled in a feparate an< 
cret article. Since by that means the emperor will have all the fecurity he 
defire from the king, and at the fame time will not give any open umbrag 
France or Spain, which can be of no real ufe to his Imperial fnajefty, but 
be of very great damage to the trading fubjecls of the king, who being by 
tranfadtion to become the emperor’s true and faithfull friend and ally, thin 
highly reafonable and neceffary that his fubjeSs fliould not 'fuffer on 
account.. 

Thefe then are the king’s fentiments upon the prefent negotiation with 
court of Vienna. His majefty is fincerely inclined to re-eftablifh a pe: 
frieridfliip with the emperor, and even to enter into the guaranty ,fo earn 
fought for by the Imperial court, provided his majefty’s demands as to 
introdudlion of Spanilh garrifons be agreed to, that the other points relatin 
him and his allies be fettled, that his electoral affairs be adjufted to his fati 
.tion, and that the- article concerning the guaranty be made wholly a fecrei 
the prefent. As you know, by what I have written, his majefty’s thou 
upon this important negotiation, you will fo manage the bufinefs, that you 
be fure of the emperor’s agreeing to what is alked on the part of the king 
the fame time that you give the Imperial mkiifters to underftand, that his 
jefty, out of the great defire he has to 'give the moftf fignal protof of his ^ 
friendly inGlinations towards the emperor, confents to gratify him in giving 
guaranty. 
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You are not to be told hov important a point this is. But as his majefty Period V. 
faw, by the paper you tranfmitted, and by the account you gave in your letter 
of the ad, of the converfations you had had with the feveral minifters at 1730. 
Vienna, as well as by what count Eunlky has faid here, that the court wliere 
you are appeared to be ferioufly difpofed to a reconciliation, his majefty, 
to evince an equal difpofition on his part, has been induced to open himfelf 
upon the moft material points, in order to bring this great affair to as fpeedy 
and iappy a conclufion as poffible. You having been the hand that has con- 
veyed the materials on which the peace of Europe may be built, and a true 
ffiendfhip fixed between the king and the emperor, I wifh you much fuccefs in 
the progrefs of this bufinefs, and that, by your means, a foundation may be 
laid for fuch a plan to be concerted as may anfwef the, great end his majefty 
propofes, of a general pacification, as well as of a particular good' underftand- 
ing betwixt himfelf and the emperor. In commending and encouraging your 
condudf, I muft not forget to let you know, that the king thinks you did right,, 
in your converfation with the Imperial minifters, to beat down their hopes of 
obtaining the guaranty ; fince, as you then had no inftrudion upon that head, 
you could do no otherwife than talk the language that had been hitherto ufed 
in difcouraging fuch kind of expedations at Vienna. * 

I muft not omitt to acquaint you, that the king is hopefull that the court of 
Vienna will aft fo candidly and fatisfiiftorily in this negotiation, that all his 
majefty’s allies may be induced to join readily in re-eftablifhing the geheral 
tranquillity. But his majefty always underftands that the States General in 
particular Ihould go along with him, both in the guaranty of the pragmatick 
fanftion, and in all other points to be fettled in this tranfaftion, his majefty 
defigning to do nothing without their privity and concurrence : and my lord 
Chefterfield has orders to acquaint the penfionary and the greffier with this 
whole affair, that it may be privately managed by them, and go through their 
hands only at prefent. I have particularly mentioned to you before, that the 
article, about the guaranty fhould be kept a very great fecret j and I muft now 
likewife tell you, that it is the king’s opinion that this whole negotiation, till 
iinilhed, ought to be kept as private as poffible. The fuccefs of it may, in a 
great meafure, depend upon the fecrefy wherewith k is conduftedv His 
majefty, will not fail to keep the fecret on his part,, and expefts, from the 
promifes already given, that the emperor and his minifters will do the fame. 

Though I have explained to you fully, in the former part of thk letterj the 
motives that have induced his majefty to open himfelf in this manner to the - 

emperorj^ 
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Period V. emperor, and among others, have nakedly informed you of the prefent 
^73°toi734. (jjfagreeable fituation we are under with refpedt to France, yet your own pru- 
1730. dence will fuggeft to you, that you mull not let the leaft w'ord of that nature 
drop from you in your difcourfes with the Imperial minifters ; nor give them 
the fmalleit glimpfe to let them fufpeft that you know of any coldnefs or 
diffatisfaftion between us and France; the contrary opinion ought by all 
means to be inftilled into thofe you have to deal with at Vienna. 

I cannot too often repeat to you, that the principal point the king has in 
view, in’ giving ear to the emperor, is to obtain amicably, by his means, the 
faithful execution of the treaty of Seville ; and to combine the introdudion of 
Spanilh garrifons with that article which is fo important to the Imperial court, 
the guaranty of the Auftrian fucceffion: and therefore you muft always have 
your eye to fecure their confent to Spanifli garrifons, without which, his 
majefty cannot pundtually fulfill his engagements towards Spain. So that you 
fee it will be impoffible for his majefty, unlefs Spain itfelf voluntarily comes into 
it, to agree to^any expedient on that head, that lhall fall Ihort of the exaO: per- 
formance of what has been flipulated by the faid treaty. Although you fee 
plainly, by the tenor of thefe inftruftions, that the king may be difpofed 
to give the guaranty to the emperor, provided his and his allies’, demands are 
complied with on the part of his Imperial majefty, yet I muft acquaint you, 
that his majefty looks upon that conceffion to be of fo very great importance to 
the emperor, and fo earneftly defired by him, that all the ufe and merit 
imaginably Ihould be made of yielding to it : and therefore his majefty leaves 
it to your prudence and dextrous management to come into it with circum- 
fpedlion, to open yourfelf by degrees, and to make the Imperial minifters feel 
that the king thinks he gives a moft valuable price for what he deftres his 
Imperial majefty to agree to on his part. 

You muft likewife, in treating with the emperor’s minifters upon thefe 
matters, give them frequently to underftand,- that difpatch is extremely necef- 
fary in this cafe. The king’s hands are indeed at liberty at prefent; but 
they know very well at Vienna, how much his majefty is pielfed, both by 
• France and Spain, to conclude the treaty for fettling the operations of a 
general war. And they know likewife, that a plan of partition is negotiating 
at Paris .and elfewhere ; and that the king cannot long put off coming into the 
meafures of his aides. "And if his majefty Ihould be once obliged, by the 
delays, of the Imperial court, to take his party that way, he will not have 
it then in his power to hearken any farther to the emperor ; but muft execute 
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■ the new engagements he fliall have ^taken. Wherefore you muft fpurr them 
up to avoid lofing any time, which is extremely precious in this conjunfture, 
and to finilh thas negotiation with all the expedition poffible, left his majefty 
fliould be otherwife put under the neceflity of clofing with France and Spain,, 
in thofe fchemes that are fo dangerous to the emperor’s interefts. And if you 
find that the court of Vienna flatters itfelf that the king’s thus hearkening to 
an amicable reconciliation with the emperor, proceeds from any backwardnefs 
in him towards executing punftually his engagements to Spain, you muft 
undeceive them as to that notion : for, on the contrary, the king is deter- 
mined, in all events, to fulfill his treatys with that crown, but 'would prefer 
peaceable to forcible meafures for the doing of it. But, if the firft fail, the 
latter muft be purfued, and that without lofs of time. And what will moft 
probably be the coiifequence of driving his majefty to take that part, the 
emperor’s minifters themfelves are beft able to judge, from the informations, 
they muft have received of the nature of thofe .plans of operations and par- 
titions I have already mentioned. 

LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

Sends the copy of a treaty with the emperor, and gives inJiru£iions for his condudi^ 
— The king requefls a categorical anfwer, — He is required not to negledl the 
' king’s German interefts^ 

SIR, . Whitehall, 4— 15th December, 1730. 

will, before this meflenger reaches you, have learnt by the poft, that 
your difpatches of the i8th paft were fafely arrived; and I fliall now 
acquaint you with his majefty’s fentiments and commands upon the contents 
of them. ‘ 

It is with the greateft pleafure that I aflure you of the king’s entire appro- 
bation of your conduft in every ftep you have taken in this moft important 
negociation ; and, although the anfwer of the Imperial court to your paper is. 
by no means a fatisfaflory one, or what, if taken abftraftedly, could afford 
the leaft grounds to hope for .a good conclufion of this affair, yet the account 
you give of the good difpofitions of the emperor’s minifters in general, and of 
the repeated aflurances and profeffions of prince Eugene in particular, inclines, 
the king to hope, with you, that matters may be brought to a good ilTue ; and 
therefore his majefty has, as you defired, ordered full powers to be fent you,, 
and alfo a treaty, ready drawn, in order to be executed forthwith, in cafe the 
court of Vienna has really thofe good intentions which prince Eugene has fo. 
pofitively affured you we fliould find in them. 
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The time is now come that inufl; put to the proof the fincerity of thoi 
feffions and affurances. The king cannot fuffer himfelf to' be any 
aniufed or dallied with. His majefty’s prefent fituation, both, with refj 
his allies and to his own people, abfolutely require, a fpeedy deciflon one a 
other ; and therefore, if you fliall find the court of Vienna difpofed eith 
to give an immediate anfwer, or to give fuch a one as flrall not be fatisi 
and decifive, you will let them know in flrong but civil terms, that his r 
mull look upon fuch a proceeding as a -declaration of their intention 
conclude any thing, and take his meafures accordingly. But you will t 
careful, in your difcourfes with the minifters upon this fubject, to avoid 
them the leall: grounds to imagine, that your irrfifting, thus abfolutely, u; 
imediate and decifive anfwer, proceeds from any other caufe than that 
neceflity there is, in the prefent circumftances of affairs, for his maj 
know, forthwith, what he has to depend upon, and not from any de 
, intention in the king to appear to threaten or give the law to the ^en 
which is the thing in the world the fartheft from his majefty’s thoughts, 
perfeft knowledge you have of the true ftate of his majefty’s affairs 
at home and abroad, will abundantly furnifh you with arguments fuffic 
convince the Imperial minifters of this truth. How is it poflible for tf 
to defer any Ipnger the concerting and fixing upon the necelTary meafu 
the execution of the treaty of Seville, to which he is every hour fo juf 
preffingly called upon by his allies, and particularly by Spain, and to 
he is obliged by the ftrongeft and moft folemn engagements ? Or how 
majefty meet his parliament without being able to tell them whether thi 
have peace or vvar? • 

This matter, thus explained, cannot poffibly leave any room for th( 
of Vienna to think themfelves offended by your infifting thus peren 
upon an immediate "jes or no ; and the treaty itfelf which you have to 1 
to them inuft as demonftrahly convince them of the fincerity of his n: 
earneft defires and intentions to renew and cultivate the ftridleft uni 
friendfhip with his Imperial majefty. The king freely and gen 
offers whatever the emperor wants or defires of -him, and only reqi 
returp.to be enabled to fulfill engagements in no wife prejudicial to the ei; 
which he is obliged to by the moft folemn treaty, and which coiifeque 
confideration upon earth can ever make him depart from. For as to th 
which monfieur Dieden is inftrufled to infift upon in relation to his ni 
interefts in Germany, they are of fuch a nature as ought not to admit 
ieaft difficulty on the part of the emperor, fince it would not only be tl 
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unreafonable thing in the world, but the higheft injuftice, that thofe vexatioiui Period V. 
and injuries done to his majefty's eleftoral rights and interefts, purely on ^*730^1734. 
account of differences and an^mofities unhappily arifen betwixt the emperor' i73<^ 
and the crown of Great Britain, fhould not, upon the renewal of the ancient 
good underftanding and ffiendftiip between thofe two powers, be at tfte fame 
time removed arid redreft. Since, therefore, for the reafons above mentioned, 
the king thinks, that the court of Vienna cannot reafonably objed to the man- 
ner of propofmg this treaty to them, nor to any of the points contained in it, 
his majefty muft Io6k upon any delay made to the conclufion of it, as a proof 
of the court of Vienna’s having had no other intention in fetting on foot this 
negociation, than to amufe him, in hopes thereby to create a mifunderftanding 
and difuniQii betwixt him and his allies. 

I fhall not trouble you with many obfervations or reafonings upon count 
Sinzendorf’s paper ; for, if it contains the real fentiments and intentions of 
the court of Vienna, it.is in vain to hope, by all the arguments in the world, 
to be able to bring people into the fame way of thinking, who differ fo widely 
from one another upon almofl every elFential point in difpute ; and if it was only 
intended to be flung out by way of amufement, as by prince Eugene’s dif- 
courfes to you we mufl believe it was, till by the arrival of your full powers 
they fhould think it time to tell their lafl words, it would be only fo much time 
fpent in. fighting with a fhadow. I fhall, however, take fome notice of a few 
of the moft eflential points contained in that paper, as well to fhew the iinpof- 
fibility of his majefty’s ever confenting to them, as to explain the reafons that 
induced the king to order the treaty fent you to be drawn up in the manner 
St is. , . , , 

But, in order to put into n clear light, and in as few words as poffible, 
what I have to obferve to you upon thefe heads, it is neceffary that I acquaint 
you w'ith the unalterable principles upon which his majefty entered upon this 
negociatiori, and upon which it mufl be carried on, if ever it is to be brought 
to perfedlion. Firfl, that the king and the States General give their guarantee 
for the emperor’s fucceflion in the fulleft; and moft extenfive manner^ fecond, 
that the emperor enables the king and the States to execute punctually all 
-their engagements to Spain, by the treaty of Seville, in relation to the intro- 
duction of the 6000 Spaniards into the places pf Tufcany and Parma ; thirdly, 
that all matters in difpute betwixt his majefty, the States General, and the em- 
peror, be forthwith adjufted ; fourthly, that all the engagements entered into 
von. III. i>ART III, -G ' • by 
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Period V. by any of the laid contrafting powers, with any other prince dr' ftate, remain 
i73otoi734. unjuipeached by this treaty, as far as they are confiftent with it ; andHhat in 

cafe of any difputes arifing betwixt the allies of one or more of the contrafling 

powers, with thofe of any of the others, they fliall unite their common endea- 
vours to adjuft them as foon as poilible, by an amicable negociation, and till 
that can be brought about, they fhall take effeflual care, that none of the con- 
tefling parties ihall proceed to force. 

Thefe being the principles from which his majefty cannot depart, it will 
eafily appear how impoffible it is for the king ever to agree to altnofl: any of 
the expedients propofed in count SinzendorlF’s papers, and particularly to that 
of admitting 3000 Spaniards into Parma, and the like number of neutral troops 
inito Tufcany. For, however this propofal may be thought in fome meafure 
to anfwer the principal end and defign of the treaty of Seville, as effeflually 
fecuring to don Carlos his right of fucceffion to the faid dutchies j yet, as it 
does not come up to the exprefs words and letter of it, Spain might juftly 
alledge, in cafe it was agreed to, that his majefty not having fully complyed 
with his engagements towards them, they were at liberty hot to execute theirs 
to the king ; the confequences of which are too obvious to be mentionedv 
The fame objeflion holds equally ftrong againft the feveral articles propofed in 
the faid paper to be agreed upon previous to any introduftion. In fhort, the 
king is abfolutely refolved, in all events, to execute his engagements to Spain, 
in relation to the faid garrifons, to which his own, and the nation’s honor, as 
alfo the interefts of his fubjeds indifpenfably oblige him. 'I’he being enabled 
to compafs that end without a war, is what alone can induce the king to 
charge himfelf with the guarantee of the emperor’s fucceffion, and confe- ■' 
fluently whatever falls fhort of that can never be admitted. 

That the Imperial court may be fully apprifed of the extent of thefe engage- 
ments, I fend you herewith an entire copy of the treaty of Seville, that you 
may communicate it to them, in cafe you find the emperor determined to con- 
clude matters, according to the ftipulations, in it relating to the faid garrifons j 
by which it will appear, that effedual care has been taken not to impeach any 
of the rights of the emperor or empire, or thofe of the prefent pofleffors, aa 
ftipulated in the quadruple alliance. ' ' 

As to wha^is demanded in that paper in relation to the duke of Holftein, 
’tisdmpoffible for any thing farther to be. done concerning it for the prefent, 
than what you will find in the articles of the treaty, viz. that all endeavours lhall 

be 
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be ufed towards bringing that matter to a fpeedy determination, by an amicable 
negociation. And as to the guarrantee alked for Ruffia, as the king demands 
none from them, it cannot be expedted he fliould give them any. 

I think I have now touched upon all the points in that paper, which particu- 
larly relate to the king, and as to thofe which concern the States General, I 
take it for granted, that -their minifter at Vienna will be fully inftrufted upon 
them, or that you will be informed by lord Chefterfield of their fentimeftts ; 
however, I think it proper to repeat to you, that the king will not conclude 
any thing without taking them along with him, and till they fliali be fully fa- 
tisfied by the emperor upon all their pretenfions. Nor will he give the 
'guarantee demanded, without being firft affured by the penfionary and gref- 
her, that although the terms of their government Ihould not allow them to 
fign the treaty at the fame time with us, his majefty may depend upon their 
doing it afterwards, which is the reafon that you will find the States men- 
tioned throughout the treaty as one of the original contrafting parties, and an 
article added at the end, to malce them fo whenever they fhall be ready to fign. 

Although I have, according to your defire and advice, fent you a treaty 
ready drawn, you.muft not, upon that account, look upon yourfelf as ftriftly 
tied down to thefe words, or even to the form of it. But, in cafe you find 
the court of Vienna difpofed to agree to all the eflential points contained in it, 
you will admit of any alteration in the wording or ranging of the articles ; or 
even confent (though not till the lad neceffity) to their drawing a new treaty 
themfelves, provided effeftual care be taken that nothing is omitted, or any 
thing new inferted, that fhall make what you are to fign to differ in any effen- 
tial point from what you lhall have learnt from the treaty fent you, and by 
thefe inftrufHons to be the fentiments and intentions of his majefty. 

You wall, I am perfuaded, continue to live in the greatefl friendlhip and 
confidence with monfieur Dieden, and ad in perfeft concert with him in 
every thing wherein his majefty’s interefts are concerned ; and you will enn 
ploy your bell offices and inftances with the Imperial minifters, for procuring 
the moll effectual redrefs and fatisfaftion to the king, upon the feveral de- 
naands which monfieur Dieden is inllruffed and ordered to make for that 
purpofe fo the court of Vienna. I hope foon to hear of your good fuccefs 
upon all the important matters that are entrufted to your care and manage- 
ment,, and that you have concluded fuch a treaty as may re-eftablifh the an- 
cient friendlhip and union between the two crowns, and effejftually fecure the 
equilibre and public tranquillity of Europe. 

* G a ■ His 
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His majefty obferved, that in yours of the 22d of'November, you propofed, 
to fave appearances • with regard to the emperor, that the king fliould, in con- 
jundhon with the States, ufe his good ofEces with Spain to bring them to ac- 
cept of the penfionary’s expedient of 3000 Spaniards and 3000 neutral. troops. 
If, therefore, you find that the court of %ienna is very earneft and preffing 
to have fuch a trial made, and do agree at the fame time that, if it does not 
fucceed, they will not oppofe the admiffion of dooo Spaniards j Iris majefly, 
to comply as much as poffible with the emperor’s defires, will ufe his beft en- 
deavours jointly with the States, to induce Spain to ac^pt of that expedient. 
But, as it is a deviation from the trfeaty of Seville, his majefty cannot infill; ab- 
folutely upon a compliance on the part of Spain, if they choofe rather to abide 
by the former engagements j and, therefore, you mull not give any counte- 
nance or encouragement as to the employing fuch good offices, unlefs the 
Imperial minillers firll fign the article about Spanilh garrifons, as it is in the 
projeft of the treaty ; and in fuch cafe the king will not fail to endeavour, to 
the utmoll of hi? power, to obtain the confent. of Spain to have 3000 Spa- 
niards in Parma and Placentia, and 3000 Englilh and Dutch, or other neutral 
troops, in Leghorn and Porto Ferraio ; and will be glad if he can be fo for- 
tunate to anfwer the emperor’s expedations on that head. Thefe your 
difpatches are fent open to my lord Cheflerfield at the Hague, who is defired 
to forward to you the fentiments and refolutions of the miniflers in Holland, 
to which you will conform yourfelf in treating with thofe at Viennd. Yon 
will aft in the greatell confidence with monfieur Bruyninx, if you find him 
authorized by his mailers to confer with you and the Imperial miniflers upon 
this important fubjed ; and you will employ your utmofl credit and endea- 
vours to fupport and obtain what the States defire of the emperor. 

EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Doubts about the conckijton of the Vienna treaity. — Is concerned tO: find the negotk^ 
tion clogged with the German effizirs. 

MY LORD, - Hague, Dccsmber 19, N. S. 1730. 

J Am in fuch a hurry to difpatchthe courier to Vienna as fdon as polfible, that,. 

had it not been for your lordffiip^s commands in your letter of the 4th 
apart, I fhould have deferred giving you this trouble till next poll. I confefs I 
have my doubts about the fuccefs of our Vienna treaty, at leaft about the dif- 
patch it will meet with thefe, and I am perfiiaded it will employ couriers fome 

I tfacle 
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EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Reguejis his advice in what manner he Jhould aB, if the court of Vienna Jhould, as 
he fufpeBs, delay the feature of the treaty. — Mentions the dilatorinefs of the 
imperial court, and the fatal necejftty oftruftingto France, fbould the treaty with 


the emperor _ be broken of. 

MY LORD, Hague, December 26, K. S. 1730. 

Wefton OU will give me leave to trouble you with this letter, to alk your advice 

^ both as a minifter and a friend. Mr. Finch has writt me word, that he 
■Apart. embarks next Monday in the yatch that is to attend me here; and I propofe 
making it wait, till I have fome anfwer from Vienna. If the treaty comes back 
figned,'to be fure I will ftay here till I have gott the republick into it. But fup- 
poling the anfwer fhould be doubtfull and dilatory, and plainly Ihow, that at leafh 
it \nll take up a good deal more time, I begg both your advice and inftrudions 
what I fhould do in that cafe, which I am apt to think will exill. For having 
told count Sinzehdorf, in generall, that I had forwarded a courier to Vienna, 
who would one way or other determme aflairs, in about three weeks time, he 
faid, that lett it be what it would that that courier carried, even though it were 
acceiDtakle, yett he knew from the conftant dull delays of his court, that they 
would take at leaft a month to confider of any thing finall ; and that he hoped I 
fliould not look upon fuch a delay fo naturall to the Imperiall court, as any de- 
lign to amufe or gain time. I told him I certainly Ihould, and that, confidering 
the crifis things were now in, it was impoffible to fee it in any other light. If 
Mr. Finch fhould come here before I have received an anfwer from Vienna, I 
fhall not deliver my letters of revocation till I receive one ; but if, when it comes, 
it Ihould be fuch a one as I apprehend it will, your lordlhip will be pleafed to 
inftruft me particularly what I ought to do. 

I am very apprehenfive that the king will have been dilpleafed that I gott no- 
thing to fend from hence by the courier to Vienna, but I really found it im- 
- poffible to do it, with the leafl degree of fecurity for the fecret ; and I hope 
your lordlhip will contribute to excufe me to tlie king. I heartily wilh this affair 
may fucceed ; for if it does not, I think we fhall be in a very bad condition. 
The delign of France, to do either nothing or too much, is now too plain, to be 
doubted of, and the jealoufys and dillrufts among the allys have taken too deep a; 
root to be removed, with any profpeft of future concert. And if the emperor is 
obftinate enough to reduce us to return to France, after this jealoufy, we lhall be 
iDb%M to give them fatall pledges of our future fidelity. 


I am 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

lam perfuaded there will be nothing ready for the meeting of the parliament } 
for even fliould the court of Vienna approve of the treaty in generall, yett fome- 
thing or other always happens to retard the conclufion of fuch important affairs, 
beyond the time one wilh’d or propos’d. If accidents don’t happen, forms 
and ceremony s fupply their place and fuch a court as that of Vienna will un- 
doubtedly make fome alterations in the treaty, were it only to- fay, that they have 
not fubfcribed a treaty juft as it was fent them. Therefore, in itty poor opinion^ 
the parliamentihould be putt off as long as poffible, becaufe, whatever his mu'- 
jefty fays at the opening of it, will be of the utmoft and niceft confequence.. 

1731 - 

earl OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

yujiljies- himfelf from an imputation that he was difcontented, and recpuejls him to 

contradi^ that report to the king. 

JMY LORDj Ha-gue, January 2d, N*. S. 1731* 

J Doubt I grow very troublefome to your lordffiip with my letters apart, but I Weilon 

truft both to your patience and -your friendlhip to excufe them. I received, 
by laft poft, a letter from Mr. Walpole, with an account of a very extraordinary Jpart, 

one intercepted from monfieur Hop here to his brother in England ; and though 
whatever paffes between the two Hops does, in my mind, deferve very little atten- 
tion, yett as I know that very flight objedls will fometiraes make very ftrong impref- 
fions, I thought it neceffary, for my own fake, to obviate with your lordfhip any 
effects that this filly circumftance might poflibly have with you or any body elfe. 

I cannot conceive upon what monfieur Hop founds his affertion, of my being un- , 
eafy at being recalled, as he terms it, and of my attributing it to the ill-will of the 
two brothers, as he is familiarly pleafed to call fir Robert, and Florace: lam 
fure not upon any thing T have faid to him, for I have converfed with him but 
once lince his return from France, and that was only upon publick affairs, and 
brfore I had obtained leave to come back ; and it feems very furprifing that a 
minifter who has obtained leave to return to his own country, fliould rather 
chufe to have that return- attributed to his difgface, than to his favour, at his 
own court. * Foreigii minifter s frequently, pretend to be better than they really 
are ; but, I believe, I Ihould be the firft that ever defired to be thought ill at his 
court, that was really nqt fo, as- 1 hope I am noL 
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Period V, Youf lordfliio very 'Well knows that, when I came back here laft fumt 
^73otL- 1.734. declared by their majefties, and underftood by me and every body eh 
1731. I was to return, for good and all, by the meeting of the parliament ; fo tl 
writing to ytour lordfhip lately upon that fubjeft was only reminding yoi 
thing fixed, and not defiring any thing ne'W when I came here. I told 
body I ihould return to England after Chriftmas, and that the employme 
king had done me the honour to give me required my attendance in Enc 
fo that iny return was univerfally expected here, and is nothing new, ni 
confequently be attributed to any of monfieur Hop’s furmifesf If monfieu 
interprets my faying, that I am perfonally forry to leave this place, to be c 
tent, I cannot help it. It is true I have faid that to every body here, an 
no more than what common civility, and even truth, requires from me. 
all the reafon in the world perfonally to regret leaving this place, but thai 
■argument for my being difcontented at my return. 

As I fuppofe the king has feen this letter of monfieur Hop’s, I mult defirt 
lordflrip will be pleafed to fett this matter right with his majefty ; who wouh 
very great reafon to be offended, if he could believe that, while on one fide ^ 
his leave to return, on the other I complain and am diffatisfyed with obt; 
it. I fliould be extreamly forry, at my return to England, to meet with a 
will, or fufpicions j for I folemnly declare I fhall bring none ■with me. I 
to live in friendfhip with all that are in his majefty’s fervice ; it was upo 
foot that 1 took the employment I have, and upon that foot only will I ket 

THOMAS ROBINSON TO LORD HARRINGTON- 

Conferences with the hnperial mnijiers on il>e fubjecl ef the propofed treaty.' 
ireme diffi>adties in. adju/iin^ the GermaJi objects of difpute. — Finally propo 
Referendum. 

MY LORD, Vkniia, Jan. 16, N. S. 17 

^ Hope the feveral to be Hated in the courfe of this letter will 
many excufes for my not having ventured to fend your lordfhip a me£ 
fooner. Gould arrived here the 24th paft, about nine at night, and 1 
fiiffered himfelf to be carried by his poftillon to the^gates of the town, 
was unneceffary, on account of my living in the fuburbs, a cireumftance, 
ever, which he did not know, the cheers took down Ms name and co’ 
and notwithftanding the care, he had to conceal his being a meffenger, 
enough that he came poll, for him to be caraflerifed in the lift of paffe 
as Harry Gould an Engiilh courier* There are foreign mincers here 


CS-rantham 

Papers. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


49 


make it their buliilefs to be exaftly informed of the arrival of all travellers, Period V. 
from whence they draw conjedtures. Of this number is Mr. Meerman, the ^^73°toi734« 
Bavarian minifter, who having thought, the next day, that he had difcovered 1731 . 
the arrival of an Englilh courier, publilhed it with great diligence ; more, I be* 
lieve, out of curiofity to learn what the melTenger had brought, in general, than 
apprehenfive that there was a negociation on foot, that might fo nearly intereft 
his mailer. This minifter had taken it into his head, that the king of Spain 
had accepted of the pope’s propofal, to put four thoufand Romans into Tufcany, 

Parma, and Placentia. He imagined my courier might have brought a con- 
firmation of this news, and having miffed feeing me at my own houfe, he went 
about to the Dutch, French, Spanilh, and other minifters, to get fome certain 
intelligence upon that jDarticular, fo that the alarm being given, my fteps, as I 
fuppofe, hate been all watched ever fince Gould’s arrival. As to Gould himfelf, 

I defired him to keep clofe in my houfe, that his.,being a meffenger of Hate 
might not be divulged, as it certainly would have been by the Englilh here, to 
whom he is perfonally known : and! refolved to own, in general, that indeed I 
had received a perfon from Lord Chefterfield, who was upon his departure from 
Holland ; but to others, whofe curiofity and importunities Ihould go frrther in 
queftiohing me, I would wonder they Ihould be fo inquifitive about the private 
affairs which I might have with a nobleman, who had for many years honoured 
me with his firiendlhip. 

Part of the firft night was employed in making myfelf mailer of his majelly’s ■ 
commands. The next morning, after communicating my difpatches to monfieur 
Dieden, and he his to me,' I waited upon prince Eugene, and told him the fub- 
ftance of my commiflion in general. I would have Ihewed him the papers 
themfelves, but he referred me to count Sinzendorff, to whom he bid me deliver 
copies, with a Ihort memorial denoting a concife fpecification of each piece ; and 
as I promifed to have them ready out of hand, his highnefs promifed likewife, 
that no time Ihould be loll in examining them, in making the report to the em- 
peror, and in returning me an anfwer. It will not be worth while to trouble 
your lordfliip with what pall particularly in this vifit. If the prince made any 
objeftions, they were only the Harts of firft and loofe thoughts. His promifes, 
to do whatever laid in his power to bring the treaty to an immediate maturity, 
were ftrong and pofitive. I had fummoned him to exert his power, as I reliedT 
folely upon him ; as the progrefs which the negociation had made was entirely 
owing to his encouragement j as his infinuations had been' fo many affurances 
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Period V. to me; and as the knowledge I had of his honour was the heft guide 
t 73 °to_i 73 ^ follow. 

1731. My next vilit, in courfe, would have been to the biihop of Bamberg, 
fortunately he was in the country. I went, therefore, to count Sinzenc 
mediately : I found him as highly delighted as I had left prince Eugei 
the arrival of my courier, of my inftrudions, and of my full powers, 
courfe was much the fame as had palfed between prince Eugene and 
confirmed me in the neceffity there was to accompany the papers wit! 
memorial, which, after attempting to fee count Staremberg, I went 
prepare, and have the honour to fend your lordfliip a copy, as what 
looked upon to be an abridgement of what Ifaid more extenfively, inti 
and ftrongeft terms imaginable, to all the minifters with -whom I convi 
the firft opening of my commillion. The reft of the day, and part of t 
were taken up in copying the pieces I intended to inclofe in my memor: 
copy of th^ Latin treaty was the fame that I received from your lordfhip 
the infertion, at the penfionary’s requeft, in the fourth article, of the ft 
underlined words ; Abolituram omne commercium et navigationem a 
Orientales tarn fubditorum fuorum Belgio Auftriaco, qmm catera. 
gionum, tempore nuperi Hifpaniarum regis, Caroli fecundi, cor-ona Hifpar. 
difarum, atque ita derniim fafturam, ut nec focietas vulgo difla Oftend 
alia quffilibetcunque in dido Belgio Auftriaco, aut in cceteris regionibus. 
nuperi Hifpankarum regis, Caroli fecundi, corona Hifpanica fubditis. At 
wards, at the fame minifter’s requeft, of the words, et doniinorum ordinun 
Hum, to follow fubditis regis Magna Britania in the 6th article. In dili 
with prince Eugene, I had, upon occafion, produced the French pr( 
knowing that the Latin tongue is not very familiar to his highnefs : i 
Ihew him, upon his mentioning the tariff to be made for the Low C< 
what care had. been taken to that effeft. When I left him, he hinted 1 
give a French copy likewife to count Sinzendorff, and I chofe the rath 
fo, though I did not fpecify it in my memorial, as I was defirous the princ 
be acquainted more genuinely with his majefty’s intentions by my Frei 
jeft, which, in the obfervations fent to me upon the treaty, is faid to be 
ginal, than to truft, for his highnefs’s true information, to the tranflatio 
referendary. .1 hbpe I need not acquaint your lordfliip, that this copy w 
conformable to what I delivered in Latin, as well by inferring, in then 
places, the additions made by the penfionary, as by taking particular 
leave out the claufe, which ftands as part of the fecond article, in the 
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projeft, but is left out in the Latin draught, and fent feparately to be added upon 
certain conditions. The feparate article in Latin and French accompanied the 
foregoing copies, with a copy of the declaration defired by the penfionary about 
Oftfrife, and the Ipecification of the engagements of the treaty of Seville, all 
which I delivered to count Sinzeudorff on the 28th in the evening j which, in 
effeft, was limiting this court to three days for their anfwer, in the fenfe of what 
I defire, in the clofe of my memorial, to fee this affair finifhed with the old year. 

The next morning, the twenty-ninth, I faw both count Staremberg and the 
marquis de Rialp : it was neceffary to fee the latter, though he' is not of the con- 
ference, as well becaufe the fubjedt of the 6th article is entirely in his depart- 
ment, as that he is efleemed to have more perfonal credit with the emperor thaa- 
any other minifter whatfoever. I found count Staremberg reading the papers, 
which had, in fo Ihort a time, been lent to him for his previous information be- 
fore the conference ; and the marquis de Rialp had either feen them, or at leaft 
talked largely upon them with count Sinzendorff, for I found him full of the 
objeftion, which arofe originally from count Sinzendorff, when at my firfl vifit 
he threw his eye over the treaty ; I mean as to the penfionary’s addition for ex- 
cluding the reft of the Spanifh dominions, befides Flanders, in the poffelEon of 
the emperor, from trading to the Indies. This they -all faid (for Count Starem- 
berg had been prejudiced upon the fame fubjedl) was a new condition, and would 
be nothing elfe, than confirming the interpretation put by the Dutch upon the 
5th and 6th articles of the treaty of Munfter, whereas the emperor not allow- ' 
ing of that fenfe, would not be thought to abolifh the Offend company, or to 
exclude his fubjedfs of the Low Countries from the benefit of ' trading to .the 
Eaft Indies, but out of pure complaifance and favour to the Dutch, and not by 
compulfion, or by virtue of the treaty of 'Munfter: and though it never was, 
nor ever would be the intention of the emperor to eredt any new trading com- 
panies to the Indies, in thofe dominions j yet his Imperial majefty was too jealous 
of his prerogative, and particularly of what related to his Spanifh pofTeffions, to 
fuffer a law, which had never been fo much as ftarted before, to be iinpofed 
upon him. They were all likewife prepared upon the objedfion of no time 
being fixed for the coramiflTaries to conclude the new treaty of commerce for 
the Low Countries, and this objedfion came originally from prince Eugene 
himfelf. 

With relation to the penfionary’s addition, I told them that, upon the alTu- 
rances I had given them of the readinefs of the Hates to concur in this treaty, 
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it would be an ill invitation to them to ftrike out the only thing that the: 
ininifter, who may be fuppofed to be bell acquainted with their intentioi 
found neceflary to put into the ti'eaty in their favour. That that minifter’s 
tions for the publick good were too well known to imagine he had any de 
that addidon, but to remove every obftacle to the ready concurrence : 
tire approbation of his countrymen. That, whether the abolition of the 
company was in confequence of the treaty of Munfter, or out of pure 
in the emperor, neither the one or the other of thofe conliderations 01 
hinder the infertion of the penfionary’s words. If it was out of pure 
the emperor might the more eafily extend it in reftraining his other fubjef 
trading to the Eaft Indies, as it was owned his Imperial majefty never 
would have any defign that they Ihould trade thither j and as to the conll 
which it was pretended might be given to the 5th and 6th articles of thf 
of Munfter, I would be bold to fay that, by this article and addition, it wc 
fo far from receiving new force, that it wouH be left as much, if not r 
.large than ever, as long as the articles were not mentioned, and the cor 
and navigation of thofe countries were, by this article, excluded only fr 
Eaft Indies ; whereas, by virtue of the treaty of Munfter, that exclufton 
to extend likewife to the Weft Indies, of which no mention was made, 
deference poffibly to his Imperial majefty, and not to renew a difputi 
words, when the fubftance might as reafonably and juftly he obtaine( 
out it. 

As to the point of fixing a time for the conclufion of the tariff treaty, 
them this article went farther than the 26th of the barrier treaty, which 1: 
faid that a tariff Ihould be fettled as foon as could be ; whereas the artic 
under confideration riot only ftipulates the making fuch a treaty withou 
but likewife the means of doing it, by the nomination of commiffaries tc 
fembled immediately., arid within a time fixed, and that to put an end 
work. Betides, that it would be either impoflible for England and Hoi 
confent to fix a time, or needlefs, if not difadvantageous, to the emp 
detire it impoflible, if his Imperial maj,efty Ihould intift, as has been c 
former propofals, to enter into his rights as fovereign, in cafe the treaty ’ 
finilhed within the time limited, which would give thofe-two powers juft 
to apprehend fuch obftacles on the part of his Imperial majefty, as migh 
expiration of the term rehabilitate him in his fovereign rights; a co 
much niore advantageous to him than that upon which he accepted of tl 
Countries ; and if the emperor did not, as he could not with reafon, infi 
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Period V. leam what had palTed. He talked to me a long time, though in publick, 
i73otoi734. gjyjjjg nie many flattering expeftations upon the fuccefs of the treaty, but 
173 !• fome difcouragdment with relation to his majefty’s demands as eledor. He 
Ipoke with great concern at the impoffibility which the emperor mu ft be under 
to gratify his majefty in the very manner deftred. He faid there were four of 
fiye points diametrically oppofite to the conftitution of the empire ; and was the 
more furprifed at their nature, as that they could not be granted but on the 
very principles which his majefty, as eledor, had fo much exploded and 
oppofed by his minifters at Ratifbon. In fhort, his whole difcourfe tended to 
perfuade me to redifpatch a courier immediately to England for new inftruc- 
tions. I told him, very concifely, that there was not time to fend a meffenger ; 
that the beft way would be to confer with monfteur Dieden ; that by his know- 
ledge of the laws and conftitution of the empire, he might let the minifters fee 
that what was interpreted at Vienna, in one fenfe, was not that of the reft of 
the. empire j he would diftinguifh the points demanded ; fome might depend 
folely upon the emperor’s good-will ; others the king alked as a right ; and I 
left the prince to judge whether this was not the molt regular, as well, indeed, 
aS the only poflible way of concluding in the prefeiit circumftances. 

I was, however, fo much alarmed at thefe real or pretended difiiculties, 
that I went immediately to count Sinzendorff, and was admitted to his bed- 
fide ; for he was retired the fooner, as well becaufe the bufinefs of the day had 
not, perhaps, fucceeded to his liking, as to calm the uneafinefs of his mind at 
the danger bis eldeft fon’s only child was in, a boy of a year and a half old, 
and who, to the inexpreflible grief of the family, did indeed die early the next 
morning. I expofed to the chancellor the danger of thefe difiiculties j that if 
they were real ones, they Ihould have been ftarted fooner, as monfieur Dieden 
had long fince exhibited his majefty’s demands ; that to defire the delay of the 
;going and coming of. the courier would be regarded in England as pure 
amufernent, ’ and only expofe monfieur Dieden and me to his majefty’s indig- 
nation, who would expefl: to be better obeyed by his fervants to whom he had 
Cent his laft orders ; that, for my part, I Ihould take my refolution, nnd already 
inclined rather to fend a meffenger, with an account of this court’s ill difpo- 
fition, than to wait five days longer, even under the beft hopes of an entire 
fuccefs. The chancellor anfwered with great mildnefs, and promifed to exert 
his utmoft credit with the emperor the next day. 

The fame night I went to monfieur Dieden ; we agreed it was abfolutely 
iieceffary for him to fee the vice-chancellor the next morning : but, when he 
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fent early, he had the mortification to learn that that minifter was fetting out Period- 1 
to his country feat, and would not return till the Thurfday following. Your 
lordfliip will eafily imagine the concern and furprife we were under, to find the 1731- 
very minifter, with whom thofe affairs were principally, or rather fmgly, to be 
negociated, and upon which we were told the only difficulties turned, had left 
Vienna, at this critical juncture, for four days. While we were reafoning at 
my houfe upon this incident, and giving room to all the fufpicions and 
jealoufies which could riot but naturally take place in our minds, and might 
probably have determined us to fend a courier immediately with our opinion of 
this court’s infineerity, there came to us a gentleman, who is chancellor of 
Bamberg, from the bilhop, to acquaint us how forry he was to be obliged to 
go- away without feeing us ; that the affair we had recommended to him had been 
debated at the conference.^ but could not be finifhed ; that at his return., on Thurf- 
day, he would give us an account of all that had pajfed, and would continue to do 
his utmof to bring things to a good conclufion. This civility put fome ftops to the 
warmth with which we might have run into fome extremity j but not to the 
vigour and application with which we refolved to put the minifters to the 
trial in the mean while, and to difcover the reafons of this delay, whether 
neceffary or affeded. The fame evening I faw prince Eugene at the alfembly. 

He continued to anfwer, with the fame mildnefs as the night before, to what 
r thought proper to urge v?ith fome energy. He faid he was forry and angry 
that the bifhop was gone without fpeaking to monfieur Dieden, but he affured 
me his abfence would be no hindrance to the progrefs of affairs. 

Common decency demanded that I fhould fpare count Sinzendorff that 
evening, who had loll; his grandchild in the morning. But having ,obferved, , 
by fome part of prince Eugene’s difcourfe, that, according to a prejudice, 
which I may formerly have mentioned to be rooted in him, he would have 
diftinguifhed between the king and the eledor, and even prefumed to appeal to 
me as an Englifh minifter; befides what I thought neceffary to fay to his 
highnefs, upon the fpot, to convince him of his error, if he imagined there 
was any other than one and the ft;me intereft and caufe, I took care by the 
next morning to have ready a proper tranflated extrad of your lordlhip’s dif- 
patch to me of the 4th paft, O. S. ; and beg leave to fend a copy of it, as the 
beft model I could -take for the diredion of my efforts, and one rule by which . 
your lordfhip may be pleafed to judge of my endeavours to eradicate this, 
notion, I have, therefore, ever fince carried this extrad about me, and have 
either produced it, 0/ reafoned in conformity to it, or both, upon every pro-. 
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Period V. per occafion. I had it with me the 2d inftant when I went in the evt 
i73otoi734. sinzendorff. -I fpoke to him with the fame, or more energy th 

1731. done to the prince ; he anfwered with lefs mildnefs than the other, or 
himfelf had done two nights before. I cannot, however, out of gooi 
but believe his mind was ftill embittered, and his thoughts troubled 
:lofs of his grandchild. The only turn to be given otherwife to his be 
is to fuppofe his majefty’s demands had met with great difficulty from 
peror perfonally, and in fuch a cafe this minifter will fpeak to other 
fame mariner, as to conform himfelf to the emperor’s prefent difpofi 
fhall have joined his own good or ill humour to that which he ft 
found in his mailer. 

He told me the emperor would not fign the declaration though 
men were at the gates of Vienna. I Ihall leave to monlieur Dieden 
fion the eftential difficulties, which the chancellor only touched upoi 
in general. He faid he did not know what we rilked by our ot 
■that the quadruple alliance itfelf had lain three months upon the ei 
table, and we expefted liow the emperor Ihould take a refolution 
days ; he added, which offended me the moll, what would the natioi 
Europe fay, if for the particular affairs of the eiedor of Hanover, all ( 
dom fliould be plunged in a war? I anfwered, that we did not 
threaten the emperor at his gates, but to invite him with the moll 
offers of peace, which as they were infinitely advantageous to the f 
ought in a leffer degree to be fo to thofe-who offered them. That hii 
riing to divulge what had been offered in cafe the negociation was brc 
was a return I did not expefl: to the confidence with which his ma- 
opened his mind to the emperor ; that the very fecrecy which had 
manded, and which was promifed on the king’s part with regard to 
claration, ought rather to encourage his Imperial majelly to give it, 
him we were of the fame opinion, both in England and Hanover, of vt 
or was not contary to the conllitution of the empire ; and in cafe of 
ralleled an infincerity, there would not be wanting means to convince 
and all Europe, that his ’majefty’s demands were not only juft, but 
exadled all the fupport of Great Britain, as what there wrould have 
neceffity to have made now, but for the griefs of the eleflor on the 
the king. That to convince him of this truth I would make him a cc 
of my orders, that he might fee which was the moft interefted in the 
£on demanded of the emperor, the king of Great -Britain or the e 
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Hanover. The chancellor read the extrad ; and after fome heat, with Period V. 
which he denied that what had happened for fome years pafl: in Germany, had ^7 34- 

arifetl out of hatred to the meafures taken in England, he began to alter his 1731. 
ftile ; that things would go ftill well ; that notwithftanding his domeftick 
accident, he had been conftantly at work for the two days fince the con- 
ference, in drawing up the report to be made to the elnperor, in examining 
the feveral papers of his office, and of the Aulick council, relative to his 
majefty’s demands, and laftly, in forming the objedions that could not but 
neceffaiity be made to ferve as materials for a counter declaration. He defired 
me to let two days pafs only with patience, and affured me, as prince Eugene 
had done before, that the treaty itfelf would meet with few or no difficulties, 
elpecially as to the point of Spanifii garrifons. 

Not contented with this, I left the chancellor to put myfelf again into prince 
Eugene’s way at the affembly, when he fpoke to me for a long time, and 
every word was as good as an affurance of fuccefs, if any means could be found 
to turn the declaration both to the king’s and the emperor’s fatisfadion. 

Count Sinzendorff had alked me whether Bremen and Vehrden, and the 
affair of Hadeln Were nothingj and the prince told me as I have already wrote 
by the port, that though the emperor’s good-will and power were to be diftin- 
guilhed, yet he would fwear to me that the former fliould be extended to the 
utmoft of the latter to oblige his majefty. Upon which I propofed to him an 
immediate conference with monfieur Dieden, as the only way to fee what 
could be done ; and I again obviated all infmuations for my fending a courier, 
till matters were ended one way or other. I have already touched, by the 
poll, the indifpenfable necelfity I thought I was under not to give into this 
fnare, for I could look upon it in no other light, till they had explained their 
objeiffions to the declaration, and their true refolution upon their treaty more 
authentically than by bare difeourfe. And your lordffiip will fee, in the fol- 
lowing part of this letter, that they were not prepared for the former, and 
would not do the latter till feveral days afterwards. 

By {hewing the lead; mark of fuch a facility before the leaft difeuffion of 
the feveral points, I imagined thefe minifters would encreafe both the number 
and weight of the objeftions to-be fent into England. That to ftay for the 
return of a courier might give room to unforefeen events, and, what would 
be the worll, to the Imperial miniflers in France fending more than bare fuf- 
picions of that court’s not being in earned with, all its. extravagant bravadoes. 

^I’hat I fhould fail in endeavouring to get both inftrudtions. and full- powers for 
■ VOL. in. PART in. I ■ ■ monfieur 
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Pfcnod V. monfieur Kiijfky m England. It has been but too much the duftom of this 
1730101734. entrufl inftruftions to minifters of his order, unlefs a peremptory 

1731- to ffgn without alteration, and that I apprehended would fubjeft his ma 
for the fake of finifiiing the treaty at once, to conform his demands en 
to the model fent from hence ; which in efFedf, I feared, would be pi 
monfieur Kinlky into the fame advantageous fituation as that which I prete 
to be in, of having an ultimatum to offer, from which there was no poflibil: 
deviating. Monfieur Dieden and I were unanimous in this opinion, as 
would determine the fate of the negociation, or, at wnrff, when every thinj 
failed, it would be a laft refouree to fend a. courier with full powers to mor 
Kinfhy. . But then this hindered me from difpatching a perfon with oui 
nion, fuch as it was all that time, of the fuccefs of the negociation. I < 
Lave fent nobody fo privately but this court muff have known of it, and 
fufpicion of our having wrote for new inffruftions would infallibly 
hindered them from opening themfelves at all till the return, of the co 
upon his fuppofed errand. Inftead therefore of raflily founding our judg 
upon conjedlures and hopes only as to the treaty, and upon fuppofec 
jedtions- to the declaration, we refolved to wait the event, and to ripen 
much as laid in our power. 

I demanded an hour of prince Eugene in form on Thurfday the 4th ini 
Our Gonverfation was long upon the fame hopes and the fame pror 
What was mofl; particular, F complained of count Sinzendorff’s rudenefi 
ill-humour. He faid he wondered' count Sinzendorffi had not entruftec 
with a fiecret, which was, that the occafion of the delay was- the difficul 
finding expedients and. proper tumS' for thc' declaration, fo as to lead t 
majefty’s defires, but not to ftartle the Aulick. council, from whom it was 
pofed to get a hafty confent, which was neceffary, he faid, by the conftiti 
of the empire j and added fuch an ei^ithet to the word cmjiitution, as e 
Ihewed his little regard for it, or the concern he was under, that the nec 
of obferving fuch forms fhould hinder or delay the work in hand.- I told 
when this court had a mmd to be expeditious, the prefident, vice-prefi( 
and two or three more afliftants of confidence were fufiicient, to whic! 
agreed, and infinuated to me that that was to be the method. 

I went away well fatisfied from the prince ; with the knowledge I bad 0 
fincerity and honour, I could not be otherwife. He told me by way of 
courfe, that an addition would be offered to tbe fecond article of the treat 
lating to the general guaranty. That, as it flood, there would be roon 
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According to the future difpofition of the contracting parties, to obje(9: to the 
marriage of the eldeft archdutchefs with any prince whatever, upon the pretext 
of the "wor As jaloii/ze et crainte ; I told him not, unlefs thofe jealoulies and fears 
.were grounded^ to which he objefted, by afking who was to be .the judge of the 
.groimds. When I explained to him from whence thofe words were taken> 
and were in reality the emperor’s ovm, he faid Mr. Bruyninx wrote that 
letter, when the fufpicions of the .maritinre powers were ftrong, with relation, 
to don Carlos ; and that he would take this occafion to affure me, upon his 
honour, that fo far from gi.ving any hopes to the queen of Spain, of marrying 
the eldeft archdutchefs to don Carlos, the emperor had agreed, by treaty, to 
give his fecond daughter to that, prince, a truth which he would now declare 
to me, in this time of confidence, but of which he hoped, in the prefent 
Situation of things, there would be no apprehenlion. I told him, that accord- 
ing to his fufpicion of future difpofitions in the contracting parties, the appre- 
henlidn of fuch a marriage might ftill give more than umbrage, by grounding 
very juft jealoulies and fears, according to events; and therefore, the only 
way to obviate them was, to let the words Hand as they are, and that with 
the greater reafon, as any attempt to weaken the force of the reftridion pro- 
pofed, might be of dangerous confequence in Holland, where this treaty mull 
go to be canvaffed, and where his highnefs knew there were .fo many minds 
prejudiced with regard to the prihce royal of Pruffia. i 

I begged his pardon for mentioning that circumftance, to which I had never 
given any credit or attention, but I left it to his prudence to confider how 
jiecefTary it was. to avoid every obftacle to the entire concurrence of the Dutch. 
The prince told me he was no ftranger to the extraordinary manner in which 
that opinion had fo generally prevailed in Holland ; but he faid it was a down- 
right falfehood, and that the king of Pruflia himfelf had never had the leaft 
thought of it. He told me this as what I might rely upon; adding, that be 
knew when not to fpeak, but, if he did fpeak, it was the truth. The farther 
conlideration of this addition to the fecond article was left here, till it fhould 
come to be propofed ; and I imagined I difcovered from the prince’s difcourfe, 
that it was to guard againfl; any infidious acceffion of France in time to this 
treaty, which crowii, when once a. party to it, might have fears and jealoufies 
o-therwife grounded than thofe of the maritime powers, and might always he 
flarting them to hinder any niarriage at all. The prince did not name' the 
duke of Lorrain, but we underftood one another to be talking of him ; and, 
upon this principle, that the anpero-r had no other view.but to keep Ms prefent 
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Pen'od V. polTeffions united, and not to be encreafed, as I added, by one foot of ground 
i73otoi734. future marriage. 

1731. Friday the 5th inftant was the day fuppofed when the emperor would take 
his refolution. In the evening count SinzendorfF gave me new encourage- 
ment ; he defired to fee monfieur Dieden the next day, of which that gentle- 
man will give an account, and on Sunday the 7th, another conference was 
held upon the bilhop of Bamberg’s return. I can only fay, upon the abfence 
of that minifter, that we had reafon to believe, by fecret intelligence in hrs 
family, that he daily received advice from Vienna as to the neceffity of his 
returning, for which he conftantly held himfelf ready ; feveral mornings he 
%vas expedted back, which was as often eontradidted in the evenings ; and we 
fuppofe the reafon of this uncertainty was, the more or' lefs hopes of the 
emperor’s taking his final refolution upon the report of the laft conference. I 
know from count Windifgratz, in great confidence, that the emperor employed, 
very affidioufly, the firft w'-eek of this month in reading and examining all the 
papers, as well thofe I had exhibited, as thofe which his minifters had laid 
before him for his information upon the feveral demands of his majefly : and 
though count SinzendorfF faid, pofitively, that the emperor had taken his 
refolution on the 6th, yet count Windifgratz alTured me, on the Sth, that the 
emperor had frill the papers before him ; was frill full of doubts, which he 
expofed to the feveral perfons of confidence who approached him ; and that 
his greateft anxiety was, how to preferve his dignity from the appearance of 
having the law impofed upon him. 

We looked, however, upon Sunday the 7th to be the day of determination. 
The conference was held : the vice-chancellor had appointed monfieur Dieden 
at feven in the evening, but fent him word afterwards, that the emperor had 
called for him at that hour, and that monfieur Dieden might come early the 
next morning. But the chancellor, whom I faw the fame evening, told me, in 
as many words, that the time was come for finifhing : monfieur Dieden fhould 
fee the vice-chancellor on Monday the 8th, and on Tuefday the 9th he fhould 
meet all the .minifrers, at eleven o’clock, in a private chamber in prince 
Eugene’s houfe j that there they fhould fettle^ if poflible, the emperor’s 
declaration ; and afterw^ards they would finifh with me out of hand ; and, in 
the mean while, I might depend upon it, the emperor would do all that, 
humanly fpeaking, he could do to gratify his majefty. Monfieur Dieden 
accordingly, as Be will himfelf give an account, faw the vice-chancellor on the 
8th, and on the 9th went to the corxference. But neither his vifit of the 6th 
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to count SinzendorfF, nor on the 8th to the vice-chancellor, nor even the Con- 
ference on the 9th, with all the minifters together, had the dehred, or, indeed, 
any immediate eft'edi; when feparate, they talked only in general, and when all 
together, they made their objeflrions to each article of the declaration. They only 
heard monfieur Dieden’s anfwers, which, for the moll part, was to repeat his 
want of power and orders upon fuch and fuch points ; and they were fo far from 
declaring the emperor’s laft fentiments, that monfieur Dieden would have 
come away in an abfolute defpair of any fuccefs at all, if he had not flattered 
himfelf that the minifters, being together, were under a kind of reftraint upon 
each other, when every one only fought how to recommend beft his zeal for 
the mafter’s interefts, in the prefence of his brethren ;■ or rather, .as he believedj 
by the nature of their difcourfe, as well in private as when aflFembled, that 
their only intention was to difcover if he had powers to yield ;■ and' if not, that 
they might give a joint teftimony to the emperor of their having gone to the 
laft extremity in reducing us to what they call feafon. 

Upon monfieur Dieden’s communication to me of what had paflfed, I faw 
count Sinzendorff and prince Eugene both that night ; I had a long and 
friendly conference with the former : I employed every argument that his 
majefty’s inftrudlions, and the knowledge- 1 muft have of the prefent fituation 
of things both abroad and at home, could poflibly fuggeft to me. I fliall not 
fwell this letter with the particulars ; if fuccefsful, they will befpeak them- 
felves ; if not, they are not worth the remembrance. The refult of our dif- 
courfe was, that as foon as I Ihould leave him, he -u'ould read over the 
referatex of the conferences which he fhewed me laying upon his table ; that I 
{hould call again the fame evening, and then he would acquaint me with what 
was to be done next 5. affuring me, in the mean while, no time fhould be loft 
both iir preparing a draught of a declaration, and in finilhing the other matters 
with me. I returned an hour afterwards, when he left his company to tdl 
me, that he would go early to the prince the next morning, and at his return, 
he would fpeak to me. I refolved ' to be before him with the prince, and 
therefore, would have put myfelf in his way that very night at the aflembly,; 
but his highnefs prevented me by rifing up very earneftly to take me to 
a corner of the room.. He told me what had palled at the conference ; he 
wondered, and could hardly believe, monfieur Dieden had no farther powers. 
I told him that minifter had done his utmoft,: and inferred from thence how 
unprofitable it would be to fend a courier ; but, to foften the refufal, I toM 
him, that fince this court found the conditions of the declaration harlh, and 
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Period V. the ftile of itj as they faid, too much like a law, it was to be imputed o 
i73otoi734. preffing neceffity of affairs, which had not allowed time in England 
J7SI. haps, to give it another turn ; or, perhaps, that the paper I had laft fen 
England :had given fuch little -hopes of fncc’efs, and of a proper return of i 
Eiip on the part of the emperor, that the declaration might have been fer 
lafl; trial of his Imperial majefty’s friendlbip, of which it was now in his 
■to give^the mofteffential marks ; and I hoped, fince this court was refol 
•■undertake the penning of the declaration,' they would not entirely forget I 
^perial majefty’s true interefts in a vain fupport of his dignity ; and I iniir 
:to him, as I had done before the chancellor, though in the civileft terms 
able, that in five days time Ilhould be obliged, however unwillingly, to fent 
my courier with my full powers. The prince promifed I fhould be difp; 
in two days, and referred me to the declaration to be produced for a 
of the extent of his Imperial majefty’s complaifance and’ regard towards th< 

The next morning, the loth, I got a time appointed to fee count S 
•dorff, after he had been with prince Eugene. He told me that, with inci 
diligence, he, had ^ot referate oi the Tuefday’s conference digefted 
■declaration, and the other papers ready, which would all be laid before th 
ference on Thurfday the nth, and that evening, or on Friday morning 
theft, I fhould have my anfwer. When I left him, I told him coldly that 
defired he would remember his promife as to the time, for, as to the fuc 
the negociation, it had been, for feme days paft, become very indifferent t^ 
for all I w^anted was to take a party, and it was fo much better to 1 
bad one, than none at all, that at the time mentioned, I fliould certainl 
'back the courier. 

The conference was accordingly held the i ith, and lafted from ten til 
By five o’clock I was with count Sinzendorff, and had a converfation wit 
of above an hour. He told me all was ready, except the emperor’s laft 
mination upon the pieces projefited, but that, to fave time, and cut off 
dioufnefs of tranfafting.bufinefs with the emperor in writing, his Imperi 
jefty had confented, a thing very unufual, to fee his four minifters that me 
on the 1 2th, together, in a kind of cabinet cofincil. 

I defire your lordfhip 'to make a moment’s refledion upon the form o 
ceeding in this court. Since the arrival of Gould there has not paft on 
which is not to be marked, more or lefs, with fome particularity ; and 
fore, by throwing this relation into the ftile of a journal, all our motioi 
be prefented in a regular manner to your lordfhip’s eyes. But notwitl 
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bg the communication at firft, of the papers to the minifters ; the neceflity of Period V. 
their being feen by the emperor, and examined feparately by each ihinifter be- 
fore the conference ; the conferences themfelves ; the referates of thofe confer- i73t* 
snces to be drawn, to be laid before the emperor, and again to be re-examined 
oy each' minifter feparately, and afterwards, at a joint conference ; to which is 
principally to be added the charadler of the emperor, who will be informed by. 
himfelf, a laudable condufl, but leading to much irrefolution j I will be bold to^ 
hy that, under all thefe lingring circumftances, fo much aftivity has not been 
hen for a long time at this court. So great a mark of it, as drawing the empe- 
ror himfelf out to his council, gave me fome hopes that, after all their ufelefs en- 
leavours to find, if we could or would make any conceffions, they might have 
brined, or would ftill form a declaration, fuch as-, in their fenfe of things,, 
night he the uttnoft of the emperor’s good-will and power to oblige his ma- 
efty, and that to determine his Imperial majefty, they had obtained the liberty to 
ee him in a body. 

This opinion animated me to enter into- a long and warm difcourfe with 
rount Sihzendorff, to fliew him the necelfity of giving fuch a declaration as - 
night authorize me to finilh the treaty within the three days which I had pre- 
cribed to myfelf for detaining the courier. His great, und as he would have 
lerfuaded me, only objedrion, wUs to the granting the inveftitures of Bremen 
ind Vehrdento the female line, to the exclufion of the branch of Wolfenbuttle, 
f that family did not agree within a year to the conditions of his majefly. He 
lenied that it was in the emperor’s power to give the inveftiture in that man- 
ler, without the confent of the empire ; and though it were in his power, it 
vould be too great a hardfliip upon his Imperial majefty to be obliged to take 
)art againft the emprefs’s * neareft relations. The chancellor’s whole difcourfe 
urned upon finding out expedientsfor fparing the cruelty, as he faid it would be, , 
n the emperor to contribute to that exclufion. 

I fhall not trouble your lordfliip with my anfwers. I had the happinefs to 
ind them approved afterwards by monfieur Dieden. He faid he could not 
lave done more or otherwife- himfelf. What will be properer for me to fay, 
n,a few words, is, that finding count Sinzendorff fo obftinate upon that ar-- 
icle, I -told him the whole negociation would turn upon it, it being impofiible. 
o reconcile principles fo oppofite, or to perfuade the, king that, the refufal of 
chat-his majefty was convinced laid in the foie power of the emperor to grant,, 
vas any thing elfe than a refufal of his Imperial majefty’s friendfliip for ever,. 

* Elizabeth Chriftina-, wife of tlie emperor Charles,, was daughter of Louis Rhodoljih, brother, 
f Auguftus William, reigning duke of Bninfwick Wolfenbuttel. 
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Period V, chancellor the fame evening, demanding a pofitive anfwer, either from hii 
at a conference, the next day, upon the treaty, that I might difpatch the cc 
1731. at night. He pretended to fhew the greateft furprife at our being dilcont- 
with his declaration ; he faid we might ftill fee what could be done ; mor 
Dieden might reply ; and, in the meanwhile, I could not expefl to know 
final fentiments upon the treaty, till they knew our’s upon the declaratioi 
told him, monfieur Dieden had no power to reply : it was, perhaps, more 
we durft, to fend fiich a declaration to his majefty, which nothing could a 
rife but the full approbation and concurrence of this court, with refpeft t 
other points ; and I again demanded their anfwer againft the next mor 
which, if refufed, would oblige me fend away the courier without it. 
chancellor bid me fpeak the next morning to prince Eugene in the fame 
ner, and told me, I might go home and fee in the mean while what an 
courier had brought me. It feemed Brown the melfenger was juft arrived 
fame thing had happened to him as to Gould at the gates, and the news had 
already carried to the chancellor. 

Upon my return home I found a Angle fhort letter from lord Cheftei 
who had only difpatched that meflenger to me, that I might have more 
one with me ready for the fervice., I palTed the night with much uneafine 
find that at laft I might be reduced to difpatch the firft meflenger with no 
but this court’s difagreeable declaration, and to keep the other for as little 
pofe, according to the event, as he came. I therefore, at laft, refolved to 
fome hnmediate ufe of his arrival, by concealing the true occafion of it, ai 
fuppofing that he had only brought me a fhort letter from your lordfhi 
command me to fe-difpatch him immediately with an account of things, in ' 
ever fituation he fliould find them, as what was abfolutely neceflfary for hi; 
jefty to be informed of, for taking his meafures, though even upon the u 
tainty of my advices 5 and in this fenfe I took the liberty to drjiw the inc 
paper, which I fuppofed to be a tranflation of the letter that I fhould infs 
fend to your lordlhip that day at noon. I fhall flop one moment to beg pj 
moft humbly for this extraordinary liberty ; it coft my delicacy much trc 
and I cannot juftify it to myfelf, and much lefs to your lordlhip, but by th 
cane and ungratefull manner with which I forefaw this court was prepari 
delay matters, or abfolutely to refufe to open itfelf upon the treaty. 

I carried therefore to prince- Eugene, the next morning, my fuppofed ai 
to your lordlhip. I had a long difeourfe with him before I produced it 
would have juftified the declaration 5 he faid it was all the emperor coult 
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-for he cor reeled me when. I fpoke of what he might do if he zvould. He faid Period 'V 
it was all the miniflers of ftate could advife him, and thofe of the Aulick 
council that had been confulted, could authorife him to do. When I com-. 1731- 
plained of the falfe hopes that had been given us, efpecially upon the article 
of Bremen and Vehrden, he faid that feveral papers had been found fince, and 
that the emperor could grant no more than what his late majefty had agreed 
to. I anfwered, that if his late majefty had made fuch a concelEon, it had 
been neither at the expenfe of a general guaranty, nor at the brealdng out of 
a war. I then expofed to him the difagreeablenefs of my fituation ; I fum- 
moned his word and honour as to the treaty, and laid before him the neceffity 
of my difpatching a courier that day. He faid he would obtain the emperor's 
leave for himfelf or for fome other, or for all the four minifters to confer with 
me immediately. He faid he would do it that moment himfelf, if I would con- 
fent to fet his najefty’s demands apart ; that he would affure me, as he had 
already done fo often, that there was nothing to be added or omitted to the 
treaty, but what was for the farther fecurity and fatisfaflion of all parties. I 
told him that then there would be the lefs danger in communicating to me the 
fentinients of this court, which he knew to be fo much the fame with thofe of 
the king and the States, and was the leaft return to be made to the confi- 
dence and friendlhip with which they had, I hoped not imprudently, op^ed 
themfelves to the emperor. He renewed his promifes to obtain, as foon as 
pollible, the emperor’s orders for communicating to me his feritiments, which, 

I faid, muft be in writing, for his majefty’s conviftionj and I thanked his high- 
nefs for having drawn me, by fuch hopes, out of an extremity into which I 
was running ; and at his requeft gave him an account of what I had fuppofed 
to have been brought by Brown, and, with his permilHoa, I read my fuppofed 
anfwer. • 

The prince heard it with more patience than I expeftedt he faid that my 
Tending fuch a letter would be rendring the worft fervice in the world to the 
king, the emperor, and all Europe that the moll incredible diligence that 
had eyer been known in this court had Been ufed to finilh this affair.; that 
whatever we might think of the declaration offered, it was a ftep and a length 
that had never been gone at Vienna ; that it was a moft unfortunate manner 
of negociating to oblige an emperor to fign, in three days* time, fo many 
words, as alone would demand fo many. months* mature deliberation; that 
we had given, ijj our demands, the emperor had anfwered ; if monfieur Dieden 
had no powers, and he had repeated nothing elfe at the confereilce,- it; was 
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impofiible to bring matters nearer 5 that in endeavouring to do it, they had 
negleried to treat in. form with me, but I might have been fatisfied with what 
he had fo folemnly and fo often averred to me ; that I was the mafter to write 
what I pleafed, but he had not thought me capable of giving fuch a turn to 
things. He reproached to me, with a downright paffion, the words le peu de 
cas que I’ on fait icy de Vamitie du ray. He fwore upon the honour of a prince, 
that his majefty was of all the powers in Europe, that whofe friendfliip the em- 
peror delired the mofl earneftly, and for his own part, that which, for his 
mailer’s lake, he would promote with the greatell afliduity upon the terms of 
the prefent negociation. I told him, he might fee by the very communication 
which I made to him of my letter to your lordlhip, that I was not a perfon 
who fought to make bad things worfe ; that I had indeed wrote it in the firfl 
heat after feeing the emperor’s declaration, and__^finding the anfwer to be given 
to me deferred, joined to the preffing inftances I had received at the fame time 
from England ; but, upon his highnefs’s encouragement, I would not write in 
that manner, and would defer my courier a day longer, in hopes to hear and 
receive, from his highnefs himfelf, a more authentick proof of the emperor’s 
intentions to agree to the treaty, than I fliould be able to give his majefty by 
the moft folemn affertions I could make as from myfelf ; and I hoped, after all 
that had paffed, his highnefs would not expeft I ftould take upon myfelf, as 
indeed I Ihould not, to anfwer for any thing but bare fads and relations. 

I Ihall only add two circumftances more of this vifit. In talking upon the 
affair of Mecklenbourgj the prince told me that his majefty’s demands had been 
worded in a manner as to make a court more fufpicious than this, believe that 
they were only intended to difunite the emperor from the king of Pruffia, if 
his Imperial majefty had been furprifed into the figning of -them. I told him 
I was forry to fee fo much difEdence left at this time of day, and more parti- 
cularly as fo ill-grounded a fufpicion as that which he mentioned deemed to 
have taken place, by the affeftionate mention made in the emperor’s counter- 
declaration of the king of Pruffia. The prince faid, that at all events I might 
affure his majefty from him, that whatever juft regard they had for the 
king of Pruffia, that prince Ihould never put a Angle man into the dutchy of 
Mecklenbourg, as long as the king’s forces there were not augmented. 

The other circumftance is the eager reprefentation with which I accompa- 
nied what is faid in my fuppofed letter to your lordfcip of the inftruftions and 
full powers, that f defired, out of a fineere love for the common caufe, to be 
fent to Mr. Eliniky, as what would be the only expedient left to fave time. 

The 
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The prince faid it was impoffible for the emperor to trufl; that gentleman in Period V. 
his firft commiffion with unlimited inftruftions ; fo that inftead of faving, it ^^73°tQ^734' 
would be only loo ling the time that would be confumed in fending more *73^* 
couriers. 

i lhall likewife only mention my having Ihewn the letter above mentioned to- 
count SinzendorflF. He fell into the moll outrageous paffions imaginable, 
through which I thought I difcovered an abfolute defpair of the negociation’s 
fucceedin'g if I fent fuch an account, and confequently as much fear of loofing, 
this occafion, by their own obftinacy, to fecure his majefty^s friendfliip. The 
chancellor was for returning to a negociation with monfieur Dieden ; I told 
him it was abfolutely impoffible ; and indeed in a vifit which that gentleman 
rpade the fame evening to the vice-chancellor, he found, by an unufual 
fincerity in that prelate, that it was fo. 

On the 14 th I received a melfage from count Sinzendorlf to fee him at 
five o^clock. It was to let me know, that the emperor had confented to let his 
minifters meet me the next momingj at eleven, at prince Eugene’s houfe. In 
the mean while the chancellor thought it was the greatell misfortune imagin- 
able, that no means nor expedients could be thought of to adjuft the eleftoral 
demands to his majefty’s fatisfaftion. The emperor, he faid, had offered all that 
was in his power ; even according to the common forms of bufmefs' monfieur 
Dieden ought to reply to the emperor’s paper ; and that it was an unheard-of way 
of proceeding ; at leaf! for thirty-five years, that he had been in bufinefs, he had 
never known, efpecially in fo critical a jundure, that a minifter, of fuch expe- 
rience and abilities, Ihould, at fuch a dillance, be tyed down in fuch a man- 
ner to and by his inftrudions.' I faid, that if monfieur Diedeii’s inftrudions 
- had been lefs limited, I Ihould not even then, have feen hopes of reconciling 
principles fo different as thofe upon which the king’s demands and the em- 
peror’s reply were founded. The chancellor faid, the emperor’s defires were 
as earneft and fincere as his majeffy’s to conelude, and his affairs altogether 
as preffing ; that it would be the greateft happilaefs if any thing could be ftruck 
out j. he would not for the world that the occafion Ihould be let flip ; and he 
infinuated feme inclination to fee monfieur IMeden himfelf that evening, and, 
lip,e-.aft^;Wards. 

I acquainted monfieur. Dieden with it, who immediately repaired to the 
chancefior :. their difeourfe was ranch the fame as what had paffed the ev enin g 
before with the vice-chancellor 5 . when, as upon this laft occafion, monfieur 
Dieden, tg come tOi an abfolnteTav?^^ of the emperor’s refolufion, had, ' 

inftead: 
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Period V. mftead of letting them interrogate him as to what was in his power, turned the 
queftion by afking, point after point, if the emperor could grant fuch andfuch 
X73^. an article; to which he was as often anfwered in the negative by both thofe 
minifters, though not without perceiving in them both an inlidious curiofity 
to know whether I could not be induced to finifli the treaty notwithltanding 
tills difficulty. When I returned in the evening to the chancellor, he con- 
tinued to Ihew his concern at monfieur Dieden’s obftinacy. He faid the affair 
mull ffill be finifhed one way or other ; that it was the moft glorious opportu- 
nity that ever offered for an Englifliman to do his nation, and all Europe, the 
greateft fervice imaginable ; that I fhould fee the next day what would be 
offered; and he wiflied, nay, did not doubt of fuccefs. 

Your lordfliip will find, by the following account, with what delign the 
chancellor thought he had artfully adapted his difcourfe to me. • I had not 
been three minutes at the conference the liext day, when I was confirmed in 
niy fufpicions. Prince Eugene begun, in a folemn and more pompous way 
than is agreeable to his phlegmatick charafter, to fet forth the fincerity of the 
emperor’s intentions to make a lafting peace and union with the king ; in 
order to which, his Imperial majefty had gone even beyond his power in fome 
points, and was in the utmoft concern that he could go no farther, in grati- 
fying'the king ; that I had been wknefs to the pains that had been taken daily 
to bring thofe matters to a conclufion, and in the mean while had been con- 
ftantly told and affured that the treaty propofed would meet with few or no 
alterations : the preface, with changing a word or two, was entirely to the 
emperor’s fatisfaffion. His Imperial majefty faw, with great pleafure, an eternal 
friendlhip propofed, in the firft article, with the maritime powers; and a 
•renewal and confirmation of former treaties ; which were looked upon here as 
the heft bafis of the tranquility and equilibre of Europe. He accepted of the 
offers in the fecond article with the greateft fatisfadion ; that if there wanted 
nny thing, it was only to make the fecurity the greater for the maritime 
powers, by the emperor’s obliging himfelf voluntarily never to marry the 
eldeft archdutcheft into the houfe of Bourbon ; that in the 3d article, it would 
be difficult, for the emperor to be induced to name, and much more to 
acknowledge the treaty of Seville ; but the engagements of that treaty would 
be all inferted as an extention of the quadruple alliance, and even corroborated 
by the fpecification of the feudality of Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia to the 
-empire, the only and fureft footing upon which don Carlos could take 
ipofleflion of thofe dutchies j that in this advantageous fituadon of things it 
: • ' ■ was 
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■was as mxich a matter of wonder as concern, that I fliould refufe to treat and fign Period V. 

till his majefly’s affairs, as eledlor, were finilhed; and fliould, out of an obftinacy 

that did not become an Englilh minifter, fuffer thofe of Europe to ftand Hill i73i‘ • 

till the return of a courier, and perhaps run the rifle of being more embroiled 

than ever j that in thefe circumftances, the emperor would not, nor could it 

be expedted he fliould, declare his fentiments otherwife to me, upon the. 

projeft of the treaty, than had been already done verbally ; for with -whafe 

fecurity could he open himfelf upon points of that importance, which I faid I 

could not fign independendy of others ? which was the fame thing as if I had 

no powers to treat at all. 

I told him and the company, that my wonder and concern furpafled their’s 
at the fuppofition of my refufmg to treat with them, when the only reafon of 
my being prefent was, as I was authorifed, to treat with them, and to demauid 
of them to treat -with me j at which I faw them all, and their referendary 
Bartenftein, throw their eyes upon one another as furprifed and difconcerted.. 

The prince afked me, abruptly, if I would treat independently of his majefty’s 
eleftoral affairs. I told him I had fo little to do with them, that my only 
bufinefs was to treat of matters of quite another nature ; and, as there was no. 
time to loofe, I infilled upon their entring upon them immediately. The 
prince afked me if I would fign the treaty apart. I faid, I muff firfl; fee and 
hear their obje£ti6ns or obfervations upon it : he himfelf had owned there were, 
alterations to be offered, and it could not be expedled that I fliould know 
whether I would or could fign before I faw thofe changes. This led to feveral 
inlidious queftions, to draw from me a* confellion that, purely upon account 
of his majefty’s elefloral affairs, I would not or could not enter into and 
finilh a negociation upon which the tranquility of all Europe, and the parti- 
cular friendlhip of the maritime powers with the emperor depended, I an- 
iwered with all the concifenefs and caution, but with as bold a politenefs as I 
could. I told them, that at their requefl, the king had honoured me with full 
powers to treat ; and if what I treated was brought to its proper maturity, 
to fign it : that if, in the courfe of treating, tlicre arofe difficulties which were- 
not within the inftrufHons, , it was ufual to take them ad referendum, and to- 
wait for the mailer’s- opinion j but even this was fo far from being my cafe,. - 
that I had not fo much as been yet invited to treat direftly, after fo many days 
that I had demanded it. The prince jullified that delay by fo much time being, 
taken up in endeavouring to adjull his majelly’s elefloral demands, and fum- 
moned me to declare, if, in that interval, I had not afferted, that I could not 

treat 
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Period V. treat or fign till that was done to his majefty’s fatisfaftjon ; and whether, i 
lifjg giving the etnperor’s counter-declaration, I had not inlifled, that it 
i73t' not, and could not be to his majefty’s fatisfaftion ; from whence heinfei 
that I would neither treat nor fign» I told him, that the moment after 
courier arrived, I had begun to treat by a full communication of my paf 
that my bufinefs, ever fince that time, had been one cQnftant folicitatk 
finifh what I had begun; and that I did now, and once for all, infill: 
demand, folemnly and in form, of them, the emperor’s minifters, there pr 
in the council room, to enter into negoeiation with me, of which I defirec 
referendary to take notice in his protocol. 

This occafioned fome difcourfe amongft them in the German langu 
after which count Sinzendorff went away, and I underftood enough to per 
it was to go dire£lly to the emperor, which I knew to be true afterwards, 
this extraordinary circunlftance ; that he found the emperor at the ordi 
council of ftate, and before all the alTiftants, defired,. to their great fur 
and aftonillrment, to fpeak to the emperor in another chamber ; a particul 
that may not have happened for thirty years paft, to Ihew fo much’impat 
and urgency as not to ftay till the emperor had finiflred the council. 

Dui-ing count SinzendorfF’s abfence, the prince, the bilhop of Bami 
and count Staremberg, continued the conference with me. I lhall not trc 
your lordlhip with the particulars of the eonverfation ; it turned upor 
iiiterefts of Europe and the prefent circumftances of affairs, all founded 
their common-place notions of things difperfed and repeated in my feven 
lations face my ai-rival here.. I endeavoured to anfwer, as I hope, in a pi 
manner, but not without complaining of the turn they were giving to th 
I told them, for the future I Ihould know how to negociate better, and 
happened that day would be a leffon for my life. That though I faw 
referendary ready with his ,pen to take down every word that fell, from 
yet I would declare to them boldly, that nothing could be fo injurious ; 
tax me, in the quality of an Englilh minifter, with fo much as interruptin 
affairs of Europe for the private concerns of the elector of Hanover. ' T 
might, at different times, have inlinuated to them, (for what I faid or did 
thing on earth would make me deny ;) I might have inlinuated, that i 
majefty’s affairs, as elefbor, were not immediately finilhed, I could not fig 
his minifter had new orders. That the only motif of fucfa an infmuatior 
my ufual franknefs and fmcerity. Not to have mentmned thofe demand 
have drawn , the’ emperor’s fecret from his breaft upon the .treaty, by 

Is feu 
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femblecl readinefs to finilh it, as the only point depending, and afterwards to Period "V 
have ftarted his majefty’s eledoral deniaird, without which I could not finilh, 
would have been deceiving the emperor and my own mailer, as the moll likely 1731. 
method to frullrate the good intentions of them both ; but I had never heard 
that the taking one point ad referendtm, was a reafon to prevent the difcuffion 
of others.. 

During this difcourfe count Sinzendorff returned, and after having fpoken 
to his brethren in the German tongue, prince Eugene told me, that the chan- 
cellor had been to receive the emperor’s lall orders, which he bid the referen- 
dary Bartenllein read. It was a kind of manifeflo to Ihew no lefs wonder than, 
furprife, that after all the mutual profeffions of friendlhip between the emperor 
and the king of Great Britain, the miniller of the' latter Ihould, for the fake 
of very- unreafonable demands made by his mailer, as eledlor of Hanover, 
refufe to put the lall hand to a treaty which was fo far advanced for the pub- 
lick good and tranquillity of Europe. Thofe demands were reprefented as 
injurious to the dignity of the chief of the empire, as contrary to its conllitu- 
tion, and as infringing the rights of others. This I took to be the purport of 
the paper, as w;ell as I could judge by hearing it once read, and as far as my 
indignation would permit me to gave attention to it ; fo far I was from taking 
it into my hands, or giving it a reading myfelf, and much lefs, as they would 
have perfuaded me, to tranfmit it to his majelly. 

After fome paufe, and a difdainfull fmile, I told them, that I had but juft 
heard enough of it to comprehend its venom. But I would content myfelf 
with faying that fo far, as it was faid in the paper, from fufpending the nego- 
tiation on account of his majelly’s eledloral affairs, I once more infilled upon 
it, and fummoned them in the' moft folemn manner to treat with me forth- 
with ; and fo far from being delirous, as it was Hill faid in the paper, of 
breaking off the negociation, I exhorted them for their own fakes, and for the 
publick good, to fend the emperor’s inllrudlions and full powers to his 
miniller in England, if they had their reafons for not treating with me here. 

They then returned to their German language, and, after fome time, propofed 
from therafelves, as they faid, and without having had the emperor’s leave, to 
treat with me, and fign immediately upon the foot of a mutual reverfal, that if 
the declaration offered to his majelly was not fatisfadlory, neither party Ihould 
be bound by the treaty- I told them I could not promife to lign any thing 
till I knew what they had to propofe, and their expedient wpiild be really 
putting his majelly into the cafe, where, with fo much injullice, they fuppofed 
he was, and which I proteftedj a third or fourth time, hd was not. 
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I was ready to get up with marks of being tired and worn out with the! 
J attempts, when they muttered amongft themfelves that I was a man of hoi 
and, after a little more difcourfe in their own language, propofed to me t 
that evening, the vice-chancellor with monfieur Dieden, and to find c 
poflible, fome expedient. I told them my courier and my dilpatches 
ready ; they defired a refpite of 24 hours only; I anfwered I would then 
it, if it were only to give them the molt convincing proof, that it was 
. who fought- to break of the negociation : and thus I left them, though 
dufted civily enough by prince Eugene, w-hom I had feen, with great cor 
adting this low part, which would have better become their referendai 
whofe fliop I believe all thefe little artifices were forged. 

I communicated immediately what had palTed to monfieur Dieden, 
after concerting our meafures and anfwers conformably to our intentio 
abiding by our orders, we went at night to the bifhop of Bamberg 
received us with a different air of ferenity and affability than I had fe 
his face at the conference. He was forry for what I had fuffered in the i 
ing ; he faid he had been of a different opinion, and had affured his bre 
I would never accept their paper ; and if he had been at the conferenc 
would have prevented their concerting fo unworthy an artifice. By this 
feflion he difcovered a truth of which he was not aware ; for the only tir 
jpaiffed a conference was on Friday the 1 2th, when there was one held b 
the emperor, from whence it is plain that it was in that prince’s prefenc( 
this whole fcene was laid. The bifliop ufed all his addrefs to fee what wa 
final refolution ; he repeated the expedieiit of the morning, and findinj 
anfwers much the fame, but fomething freer than when before their in 
tion, he turned his difcourfe upon the , laft endeavours which he woul 
with the emperor, that very night, to order the negociation to be conti 
with me the next morning; of which he would give me notice early. He 1 
in a manner to perfuade us of his fincerity, and w^e are the more inclin 
believe he is fincere, as we have reafon to think that he hopes, in a tii 
tranquility, to be able to retire to his bifhopricks, as well as that he is a 
henfive of their being expofed, as well as other benefices and ftates beloi 
to his family, in cafe of a war, to the refentment of the allies, and par tier 
of France. ' 

The minifters were that evening, or this morning, all with the emperor 
tefore nine the bifhop of Bamberg fent a gentleman to me to defire I v 
ftepair privately, by a back door, to his lodgings. He told me the emperoi 
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merit of what he had done in conquering the emperor’s obftinacy, who had been 
offended at the fuppofition of the affairs of Europe being to be fufpended on 
account of his.majefty’s eleftoral affairs. I told the bilhop of Bamberg what I 
faid afterwards at the conference, that I could bear that fuppofition no longer, 
for were it as true as it was not, that his majefty’s eleftoral affairs retarded the 
peace of Europe, the king was too confiderable a prince as eleftor, for more 
than all Europe not to wait the return of a courier on his fmgle account, and 
it might be remembered that this prefent emperor would never have had peace 
with France, but for the fatisfaflion that was exacted of him for the houfe of 
■Bavaria. The bilhop then gave me fome falutary leffons as to my condudl at 
the conference, and concluded our difcourfe, which had lafted above an hour, 
with advifmg me to write with caution and management about what had paffed ; 
not to expofc' the obftinacy of the emperor, whofe humour, he faid, I had been 
long enough here to be acquainted with. He fwore upon the word of a gentle- 
man, a prince, and a prieft, that, if his majefty would condefcend to be advifed 
by him, to accept, however unwillingly, for the prefent, the emperor’s decla- 
ration, he would take upon hinifelf to conduQ; him with honour through his 
eledoral affairs ; that the affair of Hadeln alone would never have been granted 
but in fo critical a juncture ; that the bufinefs of inveftitures was at all times 
litigious, and he fhould count himfelf happy to continue long enough at Vienna 
to ferve his majefty in.thofe delicate points, which might meet ftill with much 
difficulty from a future vice-chancellor of the empire. I returned his highnefs 
all the fuitable thanks and compliments for his confidence in me, and affured 
him I would take the liberty to write in the manner he prefcribed. 

I left the vice-chancellor to meet him foon afterwards at the conference, 
whither I went, fully perfuaded that it would be ftill ' contributing to his ina- 
jefty’s fervice, to know, once for all, if the emperor, on any account whatever, 
would agree to Spanifli garrifons ; a fecret which, when once known to the 
king, might make his majefty more mafter of his own adlions, would be the 
heft obligation upon this court to keep the fecret, and foil at once all their little 
■artifices to intimidate me upon the fuppofed advantage of my being at their 
mercy. This conference began with renewing the expedient of figning with a 
Teverfal ; and Upon my refuial to give any promife, as being impoflible, till they 
communicated to me their papers, and I flrould know what I had to fign, prince 
Eugene aflced me whether the points of the treaty fliould ftand fo,, as not to be 
altered, in cafe we agreed upon them ; but that if the German points were not 
agreed upon afterwards, all fcould be null ? I told him I might as well afk him 
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firft if he would fign the treaty as I had offered it, word for word, which i 
be the fureit way for me to follow my inftrudions ; but in truth I 
not but own, with great concern, that I was heartily tired with thefe affedtf 
ficulties ; and to put an end to them at once, I would agree to his laft pr 
tion. I thought, my lord, and but with too much reafon, that it would I 
poffible for them to offer any thing with fo good a grace, as would not aut 
me, according to my inftruflions, and with all the reafon in the world, to 1 
againft, and take down articles enough referendum. 

Their fecretary thereupon drew up the inelofed paper, and I the more r 
confented to it, that, with all their fineffe and equivocation, it can at wor 
be a proof of his majefty’s being obliged to do nothing, if the German ] 
cannot be agreed upon ; and, indeed, as the rhing.canie out, nothing at a 
agreed upon j for, in faft, every paper, and almoft every word in them, w 
have the honour to fend inelofed, were in a manner taken ad refer endwn. 
pretext for this ridiculous tranfadlion was, that the emperor might know 
totruft to, if he let his fecret go out of his hands. But I was told tb 
reafon was to authorife the minifters to let it go out of theirs. They w 
little mindful of what was or was hot paffable, that their fecretary took n 
nute of the objeflions I made, and without ever afking for my powers, o] 
what authority I did it, they only defired me to put my name in the mar 
the brouillon, without any date, where the words, of which I fend a copy 1 
by Barteiiftein, were wrote ; fo that, as his majefty may depend upon his 
obliged to nothing, I lhall be the lefs particular upon the remarks an 
jeflions which I made at each article. 

My firlt fcTuple was to know with what authority I, as an Englilh mi: 
could, in the king’s name, and much more^ with refpeft to the States Ge 
confirm and renew his late majefty’s treaty of union, in the year 1692, 
the houfe of Auftria. I objefted this, as a point which I recommended tc 
refleftion, for their own fecurity ; and this objeftion alone would have j 
rjfed me in fuch a mamier to fufpend the negociation for the return of a cc 
as to take off all imputations, had there been the leaft ground for it, 
refpedt to his majefly’s elefloral affairs. But, indeed, every article fur; 
matter enough to be taken ad referendum ; and I hope, without tiring 
lordftiip’s patience any more, you will do me the juftice to believe, that 1 
the heft reafons I could why they ought to have abided by his majefty’s pi 
I wifhed, but added I had- no great reafon to believe, that this meth 
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ading wcnild either pleafe or fucceed. I demanded Latin inftead of French 
projeds ; they were not ready, but as they offered to have them prepared in n 
day or two, I would Jiot deny them the fecond meffenger I have here to carry 
them, were it only to have another opportunity of writing, fhould any thing 
new offer ; and by this frefli inftance of my reludance to break off the nego- 
ciation, to refute any farther attempt to renew their malicious iniinuation. 
But whatever meafures his majefty lhall be pleafed to take, it will not be necef- 
fary, with the dilatorinefs of this court, to wait purpofely for that meffenger,. 
At parting they all joined in deliring me to affure his majefty of the emperor’s 
fincerity, of .which the papers they entrufted with me were the greateft: proof. 

^ As for myfelf it is with the greateft contrition that I fend back this meffenger 
with fo fmall a one of my fuccefs ; but if I might be allowed to add my poor 
opinion, impartially, and this is the firft time that I have been able to form one,, 
upon which I can almoft venture to rely, it is, that, as far as their pride, obfti- 
nacy, and fliame, to be outdone in generoCty, will fuffer, they would Hill be glad 
to be forced, as it were, into the treaty : their ill-humour and unbecoming 
carriage, for thefe few days paft, proceeding moftly out of rage and bitternefs- 
that their artifices and flatteries could not prevail upon my obftinate attach- 
ment to my duty. 

THE EARL OP CHESTERPIELD TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Ele6loral affairs create difficulties in the negotiations. — The fatal confeqiwnces ’which 
mvji enfue, if the treat] is broken offmereJj on the Gennadi demands. 

MY LORD, Hague, Jan. i6', N. S. 1731. 

T Was extreamly glad to find, by your lordfiiip’s letter apart, that the trouble 
I had given both you and myfelf, about monfleur Hop’s intercepted letter, 
was unneceffary ; and, indeed, I fltould never have thought it neceffary to 
have taken the leaft notice of any of that gentleman’s furmizes, had I not. 
found by Mr. Walpole’s letter, that, at leaft, they had made fome impreffion 
upon him. • • 

Your lordfhip will have feen, by this time, from Mr. Robinfon’s letters, that 
I gueffed pretty right as to our negotiation at Vienna, that it would ftill require 
couriers, and that monfieur Dieden’s demands Avould create the great difficul- 
ty s ; and this I find has exaftly happened,' though I am very fure the court of 
Vienna was refoLved to bring all poffible facilitys tomorrfiedr Dieden’s demands. 

I Ihould 
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Period V. I fliould be wanting to the regard and friendfhip I prqfefs for your loi'di 
1 730 to 1734. j before you the fatail, but naturall, and even neceflary confeq 

1731. that will attend the breaking off . of this negotiation upon, electorall ] 
in which you are more particularly concerned, as being in your < 
ment. 

This negotiation is already known by many, and fufpedted by all ; ih( 
break off, we muft be more in the power of France than ever, who then, 
ing that we have no refource left, will ufe us as they think ,fi.tt, and infill 
dangerous pledges of our future fidelity ; we mull either enter into al 
deftrudive fchemes, or at bell continue, a good while longer, in the dil 
able and unpopular fituation we are at prefent in. But this is not the 
neither; for it is impoflible that this negotiation, fo farr .advanced, cai 
break off, without additional! acrimony on both fides ; and in that cafe : 
not be expeded but that the emperor" will take the naturall advantage 
daring to the nation and to this republick, that the publick tranquillity 
have been reftored, that he had agreed to all the points that related to Ei 
and this country, but that eledorall confiderations only prevented th( 
dulion of fo defirable a work, and plunged us into fo dangerous a warr. 
effed this ■ will have, I need not fay ; our enemies will tell us with ph 
Nor can I anfwer that, when the republick fhall once know it, as they ce: 
will know it, they will not conclude a feparate peace, or a neutrality 
any terms ; fuch are their apprehenfions of a warr, and efpecially of this 
The penfionary at.firft apprehended difficultys from thefe eledorall points 
without knowing them, and only from the outward afped of affairs in th: 
of the world, and he thought it would be impoffible to adjuft them by treat 
he hoped they would be referred to future negotiations, after the harmo 
tween the two courts fliould be reftored, and that then the emperor migl 
nive at what he could not publickly authorize. But if the whole nego 
fhould break off, upon any, or all of thefe eledorall points, I think it is : 
fible to defcribe the fatail confequences that muft refult from it, both 
king, the miniftry, and the nation. 

I find, by the accounts from Berlin, that the icing of PrulTia is frighteni 
of his wits, if he ever had any; and wants to be friends with the king ; a 
that reafon defires a minifter may be fent there, which, in my opinion, 
not be done ; for he takes every inffance of complaifance to be an i 
don of fear, and grows i«foIent upon it ; whereas, if he is really frighter 
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I believe he is, there is no imaginable meannefs to which he will not ftoop for Period V. 
his fecurity ; and I Ihould think it would be better to make him take fome 
of thofe fteps firfl, before he meets with the lead return from his majefty. 1731. 
Grumkow’s coiiverfion, I hope, will be cultivated in a proper manner ; a fum 
of money will be well employed there, and putt Mm too much in our power 
for him to go back. 


THOMAS PELHAM TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE-. 

Debate on the addrefs. 

MY LORD, London, Jan. 22, 1730— i. 

J Take the opportunity of this meflenger to fend your lordfliip another of my Waldegrave 
troublefome epiftles, though I have not fo much to fay upon what paffed 
yefterday in the houfe of commons, as a few days ago I thought I might have^ 

There was a debate upon the addrefs, which lafted till nine o’clock, but ended 
without any divifion. After the motMn for the addrefs was firfl; moved and fe- 
conded, a few members made fome flrort fpeeches to declare their feveral opinions, - 
though there was no great fpirit of oppofition, or appearance of any having been 
concerted by the enemy, till fir W. Windham got up and made a motion for an 
additional paragraph to the following elFed : “ alTuring ourfelves that his ma- 
jefty would concert fuch meafures with his allys as might prevent a war on the 
Rhine, or in the Auftrian Netherlands, the prefervation of which. In the hands 
of the prefent pofleflbrs, was of fuch confequence to this nation, and had for- 
merly cofl; us fo much blood and treafure.” A motion of this kind, half non- 
fenfe, and wholly abfurd, your lordfliip will eafily imagine did not meet with 
great fuccefs, but out of complaifance to fir W. Windham it was treated more 
ferioufly than it deferved. He was fupported in it, though faintly, by Shippen, 

Plummer, and W. Pulteney, who made a very long incoherent fpeech, and with 
no great applaufe from his friends. He began with condemning all the treatys , 
that have been made fince the late king’s acceflion, except one made this laft 
year by the Board of Trade with fome Indian kings, which he thought mufi; be 
a good one, and was liked by the Indians, for that they had, on that occafion, 
entertained the commiflioners with a fong and a dance. He declared, in as 
'ftrong and pofitive a manner as pollible, that it was his opinion, the two dutchys 
of Bremen and Verden had been the foundation of thofe bad treatys, all wMch 
he would have publickly burnt in the Palace-yard, and' were the real fource of 

all 
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Period V. all the prefent difputes in Europe. As to the fpeech and addrefs, he fa 
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1731- could not help comparing the method that the ininiftry, whom he 
committee of adminiftration, followed in the drawing them up at the b« 
•of every feffions, to a committee of the houfe of commons, where the c 
fays, that they had made fome progrefs, and afks leave to fitt again. 

Mr. Walpole, after having very handfomely confuted all that Pulte 
advanced about the foreign negotiations, in anfwer to that witty find 
that as the minifter had not yet left the chair, they need not alk his (Pul 
leave to fitt again. T om Windham, in order to Ihew a true fpirit of pai 
propofed that, after the word engagements^ the words fo far as they relct 
■interejl of Great Britain fiiould be inferred ; but as they were equall) 
with the firlt motion, they met with the fame fate. This is the fubftanc 
debate, and as much .as I can remember worth troubling your lordlh 
Whether the enemy had nothing to fay, or were not prepared, I know ] 
a more pitifull figure they never made, nor greater joy and triumph 1 
peared among our friends. It is very probable the enemy have, referv^ 
furprifes like the affair of Dunkirk the laft feffions, till another opportuni 
whatever their projefts are, I am perfuaded they will meet with fuch ill 
that I muft beg you would advife Mr. Buckley to lay afide, at leaft for tl 
all the hopes * which he has hitherto thought fo well founded. . 

THOMAS ROBINSON tO HORACE WALPOLE. 

. Undeceives the hnperial minijiers., who fuppfe that lord Harrington does n 
concert with fir Robert and Horace Walpole. 

Vienna, February 3, 

^OULD the meffenger was difpatched with too much precipitation, at 
been in too great an agitation the preceeding days, to find a mon 
writing to you, whofe good opinion I value more than that of any perfo) 
world. This court gives me now the leifure to linger on for what the^ 
I fliall tranfmit by this courier. I have been three days waiting for wh 
haps, at laft, will not be worth the difpatching ; 'but count Sinzendorf 
will fpeak to me before my courier goes off. As you cannot but h 
^reateft Ihare in all that paffes, I could wilh, fir, if you think proper. 


* The reftoration of the Pretender. 
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fomething from you more authentick, than all the affurances I can give, of Perfod V. 
your’s and fir Robert Walpole’s fincere promotions of, and concurrence in, ^730^01734. 
the meafures now on foot with this court; fo ill informed of the true Rate i73i. 
of things, that, perfuaded as the minifters here are of lord Harrington’s 
intention, they think that alone a reafon why your’s Ihould not be the fame. 

All that I had faid formerly, and upon alniofi: every occafion, of the 
ininiftry’s being one hand and one heart, and founded upon the fame common 
caufe, views, and interefiis, had been deftroyed in one cOnverfadon with count 
Konigfegg, that great judge of courts and men. He has painted you as one 
inviolably attached to France ; he has given, as a proof of it, an account of 
feme warmth with which he pretends you aded againfl: this court fome time 
before you’ left Paris, and after things were begun here. I told the prince, 
who defired to be informed by me of this matter in confidence, that all the 
allurances I could give him would fignify nothing, if not fupported by fome 
fads ; that I did not doubt of your having aded in France with your ufual 
zeal for his majelly’s fervice, but I was certain of your knowing nothing of 
what was pafiing here, which was then entirely in its infancy, and begun 
boldly of my own head, without any previous concert or order ftom England, 
where the good difpofitions that are now fo evident had arifen and grown 
only in proportion to thofe which I had difeovered, or thought I had dif- 
covered, here j that I had ventured to take upon myfelf to reprefent them, 
and even anfwer for them, but ftill fearfull that after fome years prejudice, 
what I faid would hardly gain credit. I had likewife hinted the matter to 
you, as whofe friendfhip I could moft rely upon, if I had embarqued too 
far ; that thereupon, at leaving France, you had let me underftand, that I 
needed not to be under any concern for what I was doing ; fo that it was 
no lefs upon your encouragement, than upon that which I received from 
England, that I had continued ever fince in the fame way of aflihg; that 
indeed I had not been honoured with any letters from you fince ; but I knew 
in a manner not to be doubted of, that you were the perfon who was prin- 
cipally concerned in foreign affairs; mid that I could affirm, if occafion 
required, how much you had affifted in drawing up the projeft, and my laft 
inftrufrions. To which I added, and I affured it upon my honour to be true, 
though without explaining myfelf, that it was owing folely to you; that above 
two years ago, we had not tyed up our hands in a manner, fo as not only 
not to be able to grant, but even to treat at prefent upon the guaranty :; 
which, I faid, was a fecret known perhaps 'to three^ pjirfons only in the 
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Tvorld, yourfelf, another*, and me. I concluded with faying, that it 
be hard not to allow me to know y^our intentions, who had lived h 
houfe feven years, who had ferved you with my hand and heart, an 
had been rewarded by you for ' it, with the honour I had that mon 
fpeaking to his highnefs as an Englilli minifter. 

The prince, by whom I have the happinefs to be eafily credited, faid ] 
glad of what I had told him. That indeed he had not the pleafure of 
ing you perfonaly, and it had been his greateft misfortune, when he 
England, not to have feen fir Robert 'Walpole, but that there had palTed 
ties and meflages enough between them to confirm each other in their i 
efteem and friendfliip. 

If I did not know, fir, that writing to you is the fame thing as writ 
your^rother, I would have troubled him diredlly with this account, and 
have taken the liberty to affure him of my mofl: humble refpedts and fe 
if I did not think it was the fame thing my expreffing what I owe to yo 
the friendfliip is to be renewed between the two courts, it will be as nci 
to eftablilh a perfedt confidence reciprocaly between the principal mil 
and therefore I write with the greater pleafure, as I cannot but look upc 
difcourfeas an advance on the part of prince Eugene towards gaining an 
confidence in him from you and fir R obert 'Walpole. 

I cannot conclude without taking the liberty to recommend myfelf t( 
goodnefs in a more particular manner than ever in my life, when thrown, 
out my own feeking, into a mod difficult fituation, of which my lad diff 
by Gould were hut too evident a proof, when left, without a foul to o 
to the extravagance of my owii conceit, and the weaknefs of my judg< 
I have had to deal with a court which is no lefs difficult in the bed ho 
its friendfhip, than in the word moments .of its enmity t I have foimd 
charge fellen upon me infenCbly. If I endeavour to aft with the j 
caution, it is becaufo your recommendation of me gives you an interefl 
my aftions. But I hope they will be all fuch as. fhall be found agreable 
perfeft refpeft with which, &c. 

P. S. Since writing, what goes before, I have toM prince Eugene < 
liberty I had taken in mentioning the civilities with which he had fpo! 
you and lir Robert Walgole, with which he was, pleafed, and thanked . n 
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LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

T7;i? king highly approves his conduSl.—Is dijfatisjied with the proceedings of the 
Imperial court.— Atid rfufes to .agree to the counter-projehl. — Sends the ulti- 
matum. 

" SIR, WtiteMl, January iSth-^February 8tb, 1750-1. 

the fame tinie that I have the pleafure to aflure you, that the account 
you gave in your difpatches of the i6th inftant, N. S., of your conduft 
ever fince the receipt of my letters to you of the 4th December, O. S., has 
met with his majefty’s entire t^probation ; I mufl; not conceal from you, that 
the king apprehends he has the moft juft grounds to be highly dilTatisfied with 
the behaviour of the court of yienna. It urould be taking up a greaf deaf of 
your time, as well as my own upneceflarily, fliould I go about to fet forth to 
you the wicie difference there is betwixt the friendly and open part which his 
majefty has afted through this whole affair, and the ungenerous and unfuitable 
returns made to it by the court of Vienna ; for as this negociation has chiefly 
paffed through your hands, nobody can be more fully apprifed of both than 
you are already, and I doubt not but you will, as proper occafions fliall prefent 
themfelves, fhew this difference in the cleareft light to the Imperil minifters. I 
fhall, therefore, without making any obfervations on what has paffed, proceed 
direftly to acquaint you with what I have in command from his majefty upon 
the fubjed-matter of your laid difpatches of the i6th paft by Gou-ld the 
meffenger. 

I fliall begin by telling you, that the king is perfedly pleafed with every 
thing you did, as alfo with your manner of doing it; arid although what the 
meffenger brought fell very Ihort of .what your former letters gave us grounds 
to exped, the king does not think you went in the leaff too far in giving the 
credit you did to the ftrong and repeated declarations and affurances of the 
Imperial minifters, and particularly of prince Eugene, whofe charader and 
reputation are in too high a light in the world to have his honour or veracity 
fufpeded. ’Tis chiefly from the credit given to thofe profeflions and promifes, 
that his majefty is induced to make this further and laft tentative of the fmcerity 
and good difpolitions of the court of Vienna, which, if rejeded or even trifled 
with,, muft inevitably cut up by the roots any poflibility of this negociatiori 
being ever brought to perfedion ; for as the king offers every thing that the 
emperor.can really want, and all that the court of Vienna itfelf muft 'know 
Jhis majefty has in his.power.ro grant, any re&fal.or hefitation to comply with 
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Period' V.- the little, that not only the ftrongell: reafons, but necellity itfelf obli^ 
king to infift upon in return, muil demoaftrate to all the ■world how 
X731. would be to think of treating any longer. 

You will, therefore, acquaint the Imperial minillers that his majefty ^ 
tremely furprifed and concerned to find, after his having given, by the pr 
the treaty fent to you, fuch convincing proofs of the fincerity of his good 
tions towards the emperor, and after tire repeated profeffions and affura 
the court of Vienna, that no alterations, omiffions, or additions Ihould b 
to it, but fuch as fhould appear neceffary for fetting and explainin 
clearer light the ftipulations contained in it, ■without deviating from t 
jelly’s fentiments in any eflential point ; I fay the king could not but be 
furprifed, that after three weeks fpent in conflantly repeating the fame 
a counter-projedl Ihould be offered by the court of Vienna fo diametrica 
pofite to all thofe aflurances, and fo impofhble as they mull know it is : 
majefty ever to come into it ; fuch an ungenerous way of proceeding 
abundamtly juftify his majefty in breaking off this negociation. But 
king was, and is ftill convinced, -that the concluding this treaty is the or 
fible means of preventing an immediate, and general war in Europe, he 
ing to make this laft and utmoft effort towards .compaffing fo defirahle a 
and for that purpofe has ordered this raeffenger to be difpatched to yc 
the ultimaiim contained in the enclofed projed of the treaty marked A. 
will, however, begin by propofing to the Imperial niinifters the treaty 
was formerly fent you, inferting only in the place of the 3d article of i 
which you will .find in the rtew one relating to the emperor’s fucceflioi 
in cafe you perceive that it will be rejefted, yon will then produce the fa 
jedl marked A, as what his majefty can in no wife ever depart from. 

You will obferve to them, that in forming this new project, his majefty, ft 
being defirous to give or appear to give the law to the emperor, has followed 
as poffible not only the plan, but even the very- words of the couiiter-p 
and that no variations, omifiions, or additions have been made to it, th ar 
as you ■will fee, for the^reafons given in the enclofed paper of obfervation 
not poffible for his majefty to avoid. As the reafons arid motives of the 
alterations, &c. are fully fet forth and explained in the faid paper of obferv 
J beg leave to. refer you to it, as well to enable yo>u to convince the Ii 
minifters of the reafonablenefs and iieceffity of them, as to direa you h 
yon may or may not deviate or recede from any of them. E fliall^ he 
Jiiftke forne, general obfervatiotts. to you upoir the whole. Firft, that 

■ . . . F 
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principal motive that induces the king to guarrantee the emperor’s fucceflSon, Period \ 
is the being enabled, in confideration thereof, to execute without force all his 
engagements towards Spmn in relation to the introduSion of Spanifh garrifons 173^^ 
according to his treaties, whatever fhall be offered that can be juftly conftrued 
by Spain to obftrudl or fall fliort of that end, will upon no confideration what- 
ever be fubmitted to his majefty. SCcdndly, that as any further refufal on the 
part of his majefty finally to adjuft and put in execution the proper meafiires 
for executing the treaty of Seville by force, muft^ in the feafon of the year in 
which we now are, give Spain the jufteft grounds to alledge, that we have 
failed in our engagemaits towards them, and confequently that they are freed, 
from all theirs towards his majefty, matters muft forthwith be brought to a 
coaclufion one way or othear ; fince, otherwife, the king would Toon find him- 
abColutely broke with. Spain without being affured of the emperor’s 
friendfhip. 

As this projedt of a new treaty has not yet been feen at the Hague, I am 
not able to inform you of the opinion of the minifters there upon it, but as 5 
fend lord Chefterfield a copy of it by this meffenger, he will fully apprize you 
of the fentiraents of the penfionary-and Greffier, as to the feveral parties that 
more immediately concern that republic. You will, therefore, obferve fuch 
diredtions as you lliall receive from his lordlhip upon thofe heads, and ufe alt 
poffible endeavours for procuring fatisfadHon to the States upon all the points 
that they fhall think neceffary for them to be infifted upon. 

As it is very poffible that the court of "Vienna may have been informed of 
the extraordinary paper lately given to the feverat minifters of the allies at Paris, 
by the marquis de Caftelar, declaring his: mafter free from all his engagements 
entered into by the treaty of Seville, I thought proper to fend it to you, toge- 
ther with copies of lord Waldegrave’s letters that accompanied it hither, that 
you might be able to fet that whole matter in its true light, in cafe you find^ 
that the Imperial minifters. have been apprized of it. I alfo tranfmit to you. 
copies of what the duke of Newcaftle writ by his majefty ’s order to his 
nrinifters in France and Spain upon this extraordinary event. "What impref- 
fion an incident fe unexpedled will make upon the court of Vienna I cannot 
tdl, but I fhould believe it muft rather haften than retard the conclufion of 
the treaty with his majefty and the States.. In honour I am fure it ought j. 
fince they will Tee that the fufpicions of this feparate negociation with the em- 
peror was one of the principal motives for this extraordinary ftep ; and Ihould- 
alfo thuik, that even their ovdn intereft would, induce them more ftrongly to clofe 

immediately. 
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Period V. immediately with his majefty. For as you will be able to let them fee by 
1730101734. pja^jjafjQng given, by Caftelar to that declaration, that Spain means only 
pend the ■'execution of the engagements entered into by that crown 
treaty of Seville, till the allies lliall have adtually begun to put in ex 
theirs towards his catholic majefty, the court of Vienna niuft be 
that, in cafe this negociation with the emperor is not forthwith broi 
perfeftion, his majefty can have no other party left than to give 
diately into all the extravagant fchemes and plans of Spain and 
for involving the greateft part of Europe into a general and deftrudli'' 
no other way being left for his majefty to preferve his own honour, 
trade and interefts of his people* 

If the Imperial niinifterS iliould complain to you of his majefty's 
difcovered any thing to France or Spain of this negociation, you may. 
ftrongeft manner, affure them, that till it became public, and th 
Caftelar in his declaration had complained of it, the fecret had beer 
iably kept on the part of his majefty ; but after that it was in vain 
it; and therefore the king’s minifters in France and Spain have beer 
thefe few days authorized to own that fome endeavours have been 
induce the emperor to confent to the peaceable , introduftion of Spani 
rifons ; and even not to deny but that his majefty ihight poflibly be ( 
to give his guarrantee to the emperor’s fucceffion for the obtain! 
delirable end. But as to the fentiments or intentions of the empero 
prove, or not, of thefe or any other conditions, nothing has or will 
by them. 

When you lhall find the Imperial minifters difpofed to conclude 
upon the terms which you lhall think yourfelf authorifed by thefe ' 
ftruflions to agree to, you will get the treaty figned with as little 
time as may be. I muft recommend to you in the ftrongeft man 
employing your utnjoft endeavours and good offices for procuring at t 
'time all poflible fatisfaftion upon the feveral points that monfteur D 
more particularly charged with the negociating of. ! 

I cannot conclude this letter without repeating to you the abfol 
celfity -which his majefty is under to have this negociation immediately 
■one way or other, and that you muft not upon any account fuffer 
delayed by confenting to difpatch another meffenger for new inftrui 
iexplahations. This you will fet in a clear light to the Imperial minift( 
convince them that it is nece^ffity and not choice that obliges the kir 
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m this manner. You ■will alfo make the proper ufe of the copies that have been Period V. 
fent you of the king’s fpeech and the addceffes of both houfes of parliament, 
which I hope will enable you, without appearing to threaten or affefting to ^73*' 
give the law to the emperor, to let the court of Vienna fee, that if the- exe- 
cution of the engagements entered into by the treaty of Seville cannot be 
brought about by an amicable negociation, both the king and the nation 
are determined to purfue, in conjunftion with the reft of the allies, the ne- 
ceflary meafures for doing it by force. 

LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

tnflnMs him to Jtgn the treaty, and to refer the German points to a future 

confideration. 


DEAR SIR, 


London, January the aSth—Feb'mary 8th, 1731. 


Otwithstanding my being at prefent more tired than ever I was in my life, 
I cannot, however, let this melfenger return to you without carrying fome- 
thing to you from me as a private friend j and as I hope you will be pleafed 
with what I fend you as a minifter, I am fure you would not he lefs fo with' 
thefe good wiflies of the friend, if you knew the cordiality and fincere, affection, 
with which they are accompanied. I flatter myfelf with, hoping that the 
inftruflions and powers now fent you will enable you to bring this great work 
to perfeftion, and that without lofs of time, for, in the prefent fituation of 
affairs, delay is death to us. 

You muft be fenfible of the neceffity t-here.is not to let this treaty mifcarry, 
if it is poffible to: be avoided. It is heartily to be wiflied that the emperor 
would be induced to give entire fatisfaftion upon all the points which monfieur. 
Dieden is charged to negociate ; but when every thing Ihall. be obtained that, 
ispoflible to be got, you wiU, I am perfuaded, according to your inftruftions,. 
fign the treaty, ihfifting, at the fame time,, that all that cannot be adjufted, 
be finally fettled afterwards by ah amicable negociation. I • heartily wifh you. 
aU imaginable fuccefs,, and begg you-will be affured of the moft warm affe£i;ioni 
and efteem with which I am ever, 8 cc^ 


GrantKam t 
Papers. 

JPri*uaie and' 
particular » . 


. G. TinsoN, under.-fecretary of ftate,. to- Thomas Robinson., Giantham-. 

^ ^ . Papers, . 

January 48?— February 8, 1730-1. I hope you will fign, as, I.take it, .you. are 
W),theri?e,d.tQ. dp ; arid.if: oujr plan is agreed to in- the, main,; I.do not fee how 
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you can decline putting the lafl hand to it on your part, for all or any 
difficulties^ if there are not any effential ones. 

THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO THOMAS ROBINS 

February i 

J Expedl e'very day from England a courier, to forward to you his ’ 
final refolution. I hope the affairs of the eleQ:oT will not break 
affair ; and if the court of Vienna is wife, they will remove . all diffic 
lating to England and Holland j and then, for reafons too obvious to ] 
it will be impoffible to break upon the Eledoral points. ' 

THO MAS PELHAM TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRA\ 
Account of the duel between lord Harvey and Pulteney, 

IVTY LORD, Xondan, January 28th, i 

A® the prefent difcourfe of this to^vn is about a duel that was fought 1 
ago between lord Harvey and Mr. Pulteney, your lordfliip may b( 
hear the particulars of' it, as well as I have been able to learn them, 
the only reafon for troubling you by this poll. 

Lord Harvey fent a meffage to Mr. Pulteney, defiring to know, wh 
wrote the late pamphlet called The Reply to that of Sedition and Dfam 
played-, in anfwer to .which, Mr. Pulteney faid, he would not fatisfie lor( 
till he knew whether his lordlhip was the author ofthe Dedication to tl 
accordingly lord Plarvey fent him word that he was not ; and Mr. F 
carried this meflage, afked Mr. Pulteney what anfwer he would give al 
Reply ; to which Mr. Pulteney faid, that, fince lord Harvey did not 
Dedication, he was fatisfied. But Fox infifting upon fome other anfi 
relation to The Reply, Pulteney then faid, that he might tell lord Han 
whether he (Pulteney) was author of The Reply, or not, he was ready 1 
and ftand by the truth of any part of it, at what time and wherever I< 
vey pleafed. This laft meflage, your lordfliip will eafily imagine, was t 
fion of the duel ; and accordingly, on Monday laft, between three ; 
o’clock in the afternoon, they met in the Upper St. James’s Park, 
Arlington-ftreet, with their two feconds, who were Mr. Fox and Sir J. 1 
The two combatants were each of them flightly wounded ; but Mr. ! 
had once fo much the advantage of lord Harvey, that he would have i 
2 un my -lord through the body, if his foot had not flipt, and then the 
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took aft occafion to part them. Upon which Mr. Pulteney embraced lord Period V. 
Harvey, and exprefled a great deal of concern at the accident of their quarrel, 
promifing at the fame time that he would never perfonally attack him again 1731* 
either with his mouth or his pen ; lord Harvey made him a bow, without giv- 
ing him any fort of anfwer, and (to ufe the common exprelSon) thus they 
parted. 

There has been no debate in either houfe of parliament fince the firft day of 
the feffions, nor is there any other news to trouble your lordfhip with. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Surprife at Cajlelar’s declaration* — Condemns the conduct of France. 

MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, Salurdjiy, 4. o’clock. 

J UST as m'y difpatches were going by Lyng, your fervant brought me your Waldegravs 
letters with' Callelar’s declaration *, &c. You may imagine how much I 
muft be furprized with them. I have yet feen none of my brethren, but the Fe>y private. 
king will have Lyng go forward, both to France and Spain, and you will exe- 
cute the orders contained in my feveral letters, and acquaint both Caftelar and 
the Garde des Seaux, that your courier was not arrived when this melTenger 
came away, and that we knew nothing in England, nor could we indeed fuf- 
peft it, that Caftelar had made this declaration. You will, as from yourfelf, 
ohferve how little reafon Caftelar had to take this ftep, fince his majefty is 
willing to furnifh 40,000 men for the execution of the treaty of Seville by forces 
if neceffary ; and how unjuftly both France and Spain have blamed his majefty 
for negotiating witli the emperor, when the view and even condition of all that 
has been doing was the effedual execution of the treaty of Seville, by which 
they muft underftand the introdudion of Spanifli garrifons ; and as- to France, 

(who have brought all thefe diffieulties upon us,) nothing will be expelled of 
them- If we fucceed with the emperor, France^ will enjoy the advantages of 
peace, and of having performed their engagements to Spain, equally with us, 

^hen they have contributed nothing towards it, and be not expofed to the re- 
fentment either of Spain or us, for the infamous part they have afted towards 
'US both. They w'ill come oif too well, if this unaccountable turn at Paris does 
not ipoil all. 

I begg you would fend me all the lights you can, how farr France is or is not 
in with Caftelar^ what the cardinal will do, and whether the informations they 

* Caftelar’s declaration was made on the 29th of January 1731. 
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Period V. have had about our treating, &c. come from Broglio or not. Will Fra 
1 7 30 to 1734. Spain alone, when tliey would not with us and Holland 

1731. Spain ? Will they bear this treatment from Spain, if Franse is not in i 
they not rather wifh fuccefs. to our negotiation with the emperor, a: 
vour to make Spain eafy with it, and try to finifli all upon that foi 
fend Lyng forward to Keen with all expedition ; but give him to ui 
that when the letters went from hence, we knew nothing of what had 
Paris. I think you may now communicate your orders to the cardi 
Caftelar, as foon as Lyng is fett out for Spain : you will hint to Keer 
is to follow his orders, as you fhall do in the manner diredled, as ii 
had happened. 


Wefton 

Papers. 


AparU 


EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD HARRINGTC 

Apprehends ill effects from the death of the duke of Parma^ and from 
memoriaU—lnjinuates that the German minifters are not fincere in ‘ 
conclude a peace with the emperor^ and that the e led oral demands wi 
the conclufton. 

MY LORD, ' Hague, February' 14, N. S 

>^HOUGH my thoughts upon the treaty fent to Vienna, and upo 
ception it will meet with there, .very little deferve your lordfliip’s 
yett fince you command me to trouble you with them, I will tell ] 
think the king has gone as farr as he can well go, in this laft treaty ; 
if the court of Vienna really intends to conclude, they cannot refufe 
fonable opportunity, of doing it. But I confefs, I very much apprehe 
confequences that the death of the duke of Parma and the memoriall 
lar will have at that court, that is fo' eafily elated by any ftivourable 
Caflelar’s memoriall will give them juft reafon to expert the utmoft 
among the allies of Seville, and may make them think the opportunii 
able of feizing the tempting morfels, that the duke of Parma’s deatl 
them with. Upon the whole, I fear delays and chicanes,- that will be 
a refufalb Thefe.inconveniencys would have been all prevented, i 
taken thefe meafures when I went to England laft, and was chargt 
penfionary to recommend them in the ftrongeft manner, which I die 
to no purpofe. 

I am likewife farr from being perfwaded, that our eieftorall dei 
made much more reafonable than they were. For why Ihould not M: 
have declared it to you, if they were ? And by the way, I think there 
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good teafoiis to fufpe(3:, that he is not very defirous to facilitate the conclufion 
of this treaty. If the court of Vienna has really no mind to conclude, but to 
break off advantageoully, they will certainly lay the whole ftrefs upon the Han- 
nover points, which they may eafily do, every one of thefe points being at beft 
but doubtfull ; and yett it Is certain we fliall not recede from them all. If 
that fliould happen to be the cafe, and that cafe become publick, as it certainly 
will, we Ihall be in a fine fituation. 

EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Count Sinzendorf objedls to the king’s eleBoral demands as impojfible to be 

complied with, 

MY LORD, Hague, Feb, i6th, 1731. 

^OUNT Sinzendorf having fent me word yefterday morning, that his Wefton 
courier from Vienna was juft arrived, and that he was going to forward Papers, 

him immediately to count Kinfki in England, I went ftreight to count Sin- 
zendorf to fee what this courier had brought him, befides what Mr. Robinfon 
informed me of. As foon as I came in, count Sinzendorf fpoke to me in 
thefe words, with a great deal of furprize and concern : You have kept 

“ the moft materiall point a fecret from me, and never told me that this 
“ whole affair turns upon the king’s eledtorall demands, which are fuch as 
‘‘ it is not in the emperor’s power to comply with. The emperor has fhowed 
“ the utmoft facility in every thing that concerned himfelf or depended upon 
him. He has given up the Oftend trade, by which the Netherlands will be 
“ ruined ; he has confented to the introdudlion of Spanifli troops into Italy, 

“ by which all his poffeffions there will be in danger; and yett all this is to 
“ avail him nothing, unlefs he engages to do what is not in his power to 
“ -perform, "but depends upon the empire, and to whicli the empire never can 
nor will confent. The prefent king demands ten times more as elector 
of Hanover than ever the late king did, and yett every thing between 
England and the emperor is to be deem’d null and void, unlefs thefe 
“ impoffible demands are complyed with ; as you will fee by this declaration 
“ of Mr. Robinfon’s and then he fhow’d me a declaration of Mr. Robin- 
fon’ s, fetting forth that, “ unlefs tons les points Allcinands (thofe are the 
“ words) be fettled to his majefty’s entire fatisfaftion, every thing elfe doit 
“ efre cenje nul.” , , . 

I told him that the king having a German minifler at Viemia to tranfe-61 
fhofe affairs, I was an utter ftranger to them, and that was I to know them, 

I was 
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I was too ignorant of the laws and conftitution of the empire to be a 
judge how farr they were confiftent or inconfiftent with them ; but that 1 
it for granted impoffibilitys could not be afked. He faid, yes, but they 
and rann into a long detail of the feveral demands j and then concluded 
faying, that it was to no purpofe for the emperor to explain himfelf fc 
as otherwife he might have done, upon the points concerning England 
fmce they were to be of no eifecl, unlefs thefe impoffibilitys were gran 
the fame time. 

As count Kinlki in England will receive the fame accounts, I fubr 
your lordlhip whether this can be done with any other view than that 1 
fo long apprehended, of declaring to the world that the negotiation bro 
only upon eledlorall points. Whether it really breaks off upon thefe poi: 
no, or whether for other reafons-the court of Vienna Ihould have no 
to conclude it, and what effed this will have every where,, but efpecia 
England, I leave your lordflrip to judge; 

I inform your lordfliip of this affair by this letter apart, that you may 
jull what ufe you think fit of it. Count Sinzendorf ffiow’d me a letter 
his father-in-law, wherein he expreffes not only the defire, but the impa 
of his court, to conclude with, the maritime powers. How fincere th 
little time will now difcover : I own I can form to myfelf no opinion c 
event of this treaty. In good politicks, I think the emperor ought by all i 
to agree to it ; but whether his ardent defire of the totality of Italy, j( 
to fome feemingly favourable incidents for him at prefent, may not mak 
rejed or delay it, which is in a manner the fame thing, I cannot determi: 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

Af proves and confirms his ajfurances that the miniftry are cordial and mam 
and that he and fir Robert Walpole are friendly to the renewal of the ai 
%vitb the emperor, 

DEAR TOM, Ccckpit, Feb. 9—20, 1731, O* 

J Am extremely obliged to you for your favour of the 3d and 6th in 
O. S. and particularly for your having done fo much juftice to my br 
Walpole and me, with regard to the negotiation in which you are at pi 
engaged. The intimacy and confidence with which you lived with me f 
many years at Paris ; the opportunity you had of knowing my moil,: 
fentiments with regard to the affairs of Europe, as ahb with refped tc 
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cordial and unalterable friendlhip between lord Harrington and me, and be- 
tween our refpedive friends in the adminiftration, did fufRciently authorife you to 
convince prince Eugene, that the prefent miniftry is but one hand and heart, 
and have one and the fame inclination for having matters accommodated with 
the Imperial court, provided they will enable his majefty to execute his engage- 
ments with Spain: and I believe monfieur Kiniki here muft have done, in his 
relations to his court, both my brother Walpole and me juftice on this head 5 
and particularly for the great veneration that we have for prince Eugene, 
upon whofe generous, open, and honourable way of afting we chiefly rely 
for bringing this affair, fo happily begun under his aufpices, to a fuccefsful 
conclufion. And it is impoffible for you to fay too much in my brother 
Walpole’s name to his highnefs, as to his endeavours to finilh and Improve 
a fmcere good underftanding and friendlhip between the emperor and his 
majefty, and to deferve the good opinion of the prince, for whom, oa all 
occafions and in all times, my brother Walpole has had, and will ever have, 
the greateft refpeQ: and veneration imaginable. And as I hope this will find 
you very far advanced in your treaty, if it be not already figned, you may 
depend upon it, that my brother Walpole will, upon the firft notice of its- 
being concluded, take an opportunity of letting the prince know his great 
jGitisfaftion in fo good a work, and how much his majefty and all Europe 
is obliged to his highnefs for being as glorious in peaceful, as he has beet* 
in military adions. 

As to what may have been reprefented with regard to my warmth at Paris, 
you have fo fully juftified me on this head, that it is impoffible for me to add 
any thing more. I always told the Imperial minifters, that we muft in ho- 
nour execute our engagements with Spain ; and it was impoffible for us to- 
come to any terms of an accommodation with the emperor, though nevef fo 
defirous of it, without his Imperial majefty’s confenting to the introdudlion. 
of the dooo Spaniards into Tufcany and Parma. And I am particularly 
obliged to you for the juftice you did me, in having always endeavoured not 
to put it out of our power to gratify the emperor in what he had moft at 
heart, when he fliould be of a temper of returning to the former good under- 
ftanding with England and Holland. But I have troubled you too much, 
which you will excufe from one who is fo afieflionately your’s. ' 

It iS'impoffible to do better than you have done, 

' ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ . , t 

THE 
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THE EARL QF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

lixpre£hs his fatisfaBion that Mr. Robinfon has orders tofign the treaty ahjiracled 
from the deBoral points. — Is dejirous to return. 


MY LORD, 


Hague, Feb. lythj N. S. 1731, 


T Received laft night the honour of your lordihip’s letter apart of the 13th, 
by Browne the meffenger. I am very glad of the orders your lordlhip 
fays Mr. Robinfon has to fignj^abHraftedley from the eleftorall points, and 
monfieur Dieden to referr them to a future negotiation, and I hope thefe orders 
will be executed, though I confefs I have great doubts upon that affair : there 
ure too many good reafons for and againfl the court of Vienna’s concluding 
.the treaty, for me to judge which will prevail ; but I am fure all reafons 
concurr for us to hope for the conclufion of it. 

If Mr. Finch is impatient to come here, I am fure I am not lefs fo to return 
to England ; and if he has a mind to take the trouble of bringing the republick 
into the treaty of Vienna, in cafe it be concluded, I will moft chearfully re- 
fign to him both the trouble and the credit of doing it. I have flay’d here till 
now, not by choice, but by obedience ; and I fhall be gladder to fee Mr. Finch 
■here whenever he comes, than he scan pofEbly be to come. The cardinal’s 
rmiflake in the date of the full powers, was too fmall a one not to give juft 
fufpicions that he had better information than he ought to have had. 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO LORD HARRINGTON, 

Difficulty about the 'chairs of Hanover. — Signs the treaty of Vienna, although thofe 

points are not finally adjujied. 


MY LORD, 


Vienna, March i8th, N. S. 1731. 


Grantham ^HOUGH the treaty which I have the honour to fend your lordlhip Ihould 
be approved, yet I can hardly hope even that fuccefs itfelf can excufe the 
'itdof private, many liberties I have taken to obtain it. But there is one . ftep which I have 
had the boldnefs to make that can be excufed by no event, though the treaty 
might have been irrevocably loft without it, and his majefty’s affairs would 
probably have' relapfed into the fame dilemma, or worfe than when I fent 
away Gould the meffenger with my difpatches of the i6th of January laft, 
N. S. The cafe was this : Ever lince the arrival of your Idrdfbip’s letters of 
the 28th of that month, O. S., 1 have not been wanting- upon any occafion, 
.though without making it my principal bufmefs, to recommend in the'ftrongeft 

manner 
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manner imaginable his majefty’s eledtoral affairs ; but I foon perceived that Penod V 
this court was as much offended at his majefty’s denying his part to the ^^730^017; 
treaty as eleftor, as they had been before at the intereft which I, as a minifter 1731. , 
of England, had taken in his majefty’s collateral affairs. The affedted in- 
difference with which they are touched upon in their remarks upon the treaty, 
lliewed but too vifibly what was thought: I did not fail to let the conference 
fee how difficult they were to be pleafed. However as they always faid they 
would finiffi with me, I was fo far from putting them out of that road, that 
I looked upon it to be as much a mark of their ftncerity, as I had interpreted 
^t the other time their not treating' with me at all as the greateft mark of the 
contrary. In the mean while monfieur Dieden had given in his papers, and feen 
the minifters as frequently as was peceffary, and received from them fuch 
encouragenient as made us believe his affairs and mine would go hand in 
hand. . . : , : 

Your lordihip will have feen by my other letter what paffed in the firft , 
conference upon the paragraphs in the paper A with regard to his majefty as 
eletbor : and to do this court juftice as to keeping its word in one refpeft, 
the French projefl: was no fooner fettled with me, but while the Latin one 
was preparing, monfieur Dieden’s negociation was revived brilkly ; and even 
before the tranflation was delivered to me the 12th in the evening, his ma- 
jefty’s eledoral minifter had had a conference in form, upon the few remaining 
doubts of the emperor, the fame day with the four minifters : he himfelf will 
give an account of what paffed there.- ; . 

It feemed there remained difficulties, which I began terribly to apprehend 
would not be removed, time enough for me to fign with great tranquility of 
mind ; and therefore the next evening, after I had fettled the Latin project 
with count Sinzendorf, I reprefented to him in the moft lively manner ima- 
ginable the ill appearance and effect of , fuch a proceeding. I faw prince 
Eugene the next day, to thank him for the expedition with- which the affairs 
committed to me had been done. He propofed Fryday the 1 6th for the day 
of figning ; at which time, L only added, I hoped his highnefs would likewife 
put me into a condition of making his majefty’s fatisfaftion compleat in every 
refpedl. To have faid . more, my. lord, would, if I can be allowed to have 
attained fome knowledge; of that minifter, have been ill placed; butlvrill 
leave your lordihip to judge how monfieur Dieden’s and my uneafinefs arofe 
proportionably as the hour of figning, which ought otherwife to have given me 
fb much pleafure, advanced, without monfieur Diedgn’s receiving apy fatisfadlory 

anfwer 
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Period V. anfwer ; but rather, as it almoft appeared to us, that I was deftined to be 
^30^0 ^^ 734 - tjrawn on in uncertainty, till I Ihould be Ihut up with the minifters to fign, 
1731. while probably moniieur Dieden Ihould be at the vice-chancelor’s, to comply 
or not, good or bad, with what the emperor would confent to upon the eledo- 
ral affairs. 

I went, however, the' evening before, to count Sinzendorf, and in three 
words told him to take care of what was to be done : the king’s affairs had 
indeed been feparated with great condefcendance, purely to facilitate matters, 
from thofe of the eleftpr ; but nothing could feparate the honour of the eledtor 
from that of the king. The next morning monfieur Dieden, about half an 
hour after ten, went to the vice-chancelor, when talking with great earneftnefs 
upon this fubjeft, and demanding a final anfwer, that the fame courier might 
carry his majefty a double fatisfaiEHon, the clock ftruck eleven ; „ upon which 
the bilhop of Bamberg faid malicioufly, “ Now Mr. Robinfon is with my 
brethren but he was raiftaken. I had agreed with monfieur Dieden to delay 
my going as long as I could, that if poffible he might give me advice of what 
ihould have paffed with the vice-chancelor, in order for me to take my party 
according as defpair or cooler judgement, if I had time for the latter, Ihould 
in that moment difpofe of the fate of Europe. I had even agreed with mon- - 
iieur Dieden, that if his conference with the vice-chancelor Ihould laft longer 
than I could with common decency make prince Eugene, count Sinzendorf, 
and count Stahremberg wait for me, who would certainly be affembled at 
eleven, I would endeavour to amufe them by objeftions and cavils, and wafte 
the time before the figning till he ihould fend me a billet, to be delivered to me 
at the conference table, with regard to his tranfaftion. 

With thefe precautions, inftead of going direflly to prince Eugene’s houfe 
at eleven, I went round to monfieur Dieden’s lodgings, to enquire firft if he was 
come back. He was juft returned from the vice-chancelor, and I found him 
writing the note we had agreed upon ; it was to tell me, that all the vice-chan- 
celor had had to iky, was, that he had fpoken the day before with the emperor, 
who had Itift doubts upon the article of Bremen, and particularly with what 
was demanded now, contrary to what was fuppofed to have been granted by ' 
the late king to the branches of Wolfenbutel, Blankenbourg, and Bevern : that 
his Imperial inajefty was not refolved to accept the condition under which the 
king, as elefltor, offered his guaranty and good offices in the empire ; that he, 
the bilhop, had advifed the emperor to content the king upon the firft article, 
and to rely upon hig majefty’s generoffty with regard to the fecond ; that he 

a expeded 
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expefted the emperor’s refolution- every moment, but if it did not come, he 
could hot fee his Imperial majelty till the evening. 

, I humbly defire your lordlhip to judge of my fituation at eleven o’clock and 
a quarter. What could be done ? I rather fuffered any refolution that fhould 
come itfelf into my mind to take me, than well thought how to take one 
myfelf. When I arrived at the prince’s, they had waited for me an half hour. 

I made an excufe like a perfon embarraffed, and was willing enough they 
Ihould judge of the pain in my heart by the concern on my face. We pro- 
ceeded however to compare the draughts, and when all was collated, a 
paufe fucceeding for bringing in the taper and wax, and ranging other matters 
for figning, I rofe up with fome folemnity, and drawing my feal out of my 
pocket, placed it upon the draughts defigned for England, and faid : “ There, 
gentlemen, . is <my feal and my honour, look upon the treaty as figned ; but I 
y^ill take this opportunity, while it offers, to difburthen my mind. I already 
fpeak and a<El: now as the minifter of a great king, who this moment gives a 
moll dillinguilhing mark of his friendlbip for the emperor your mailer. I de- 
mand the fame friendlliip, and the fame marks of it, from his Imperial majelly 
in behalf of the eledlor of Hanover ; however feparated their affairs may have 
been in one light, their honour is infeparable.” I added, my lord, fuch things 
as the emotion in which they faw me could not but excufe. However plainly, 
I told them, that this new-born friendlhip, without the fatisfaftion I demanded, 
would not outlive the fix weeks fixed for the ratifications. That, for my part, I 
had taken two refolutions, the one to fign, the other not to difpatch the courier, 
though all Europe depended upon it, till the eleftor of Hanover could be the 
firft to reap the fruits of the peace, which as king of England he had given 
to the world. I did indeed receive from them- fuch encouragements as would 
have made me proceed to' fign the treaty, if I had not already given my honour 
to do it. 

The prince did me jultice the next day, in telling monfieur Dieden, that it 
was- impoffible for any body in the world to have afted in a llronger manner 
than I had done : and I know that count Sinzendorf, upon the brealdng up of 
the conference, went diredlly to prefent the treaty to the emperor, and f^id, 
“ Sire, ; here is the treaty ; the Englilh miniller has outdone us in generofity 5 
it depends now upon your majelly to lett the king of England fee the true 
fentiments .you have- for him.” ’ ■ 

I leave to- monfieur Dieden to give an account of what has happened fince j 
and lhall only fay, that whether, to latisfy his inordinate pride, the emperor ' 
• ‘voi.. III. PART III. o would 
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Period V. would put England to the utmoft proof ; or whether his minifters (for notone 
T73otoi734. them would advife me in this critical moment) abandoned me to the dictates 
1731. of my own judgement, in order to make a right ufe, afterwards, with the em- 
peror, of the party I flrould take, and that to lhame him out of his punctilious 
delicacies ; I know now that they all of them fay, no man ever took a furer ftep 
than I have done to conquer the obftinacy of this prince. Prince Eugene 
himfelf is fo well pleafed with it, that this morning at eight o’clock he has been 
purpofely with the emperor for the third time lince the figning, and the other 
minifters were to relieve him fucceffively, in order to remove their mafter’s 
fcruples : circumftances, my lord, hardly to be believed, but we, who to our 
misfortune are eye-witnefles of the fafts, muft beg leave to bfe credited. The 
minifters are ftruck with the phlegm and felf-denyal with which they fee me 
(vain-glorious, as they imagine, of having figned a treaty, and both anxious 
and ftudious as they know me in promoting the publick good) ftill refufing 
to publilh my good fortune, if it fliould prove fuch, and putting a ftop to the 
immediate happinefs which muft confequently enfue from this treaty. But I 
tell them it is a point of honour ; and, my lord, is it not my duty, if this is 
the beft and perhaps the only means ftill' left to procure his majefty a compleat 
fatisfadion ? 

March 20th. Monfieur Dieden fends me his packet, and as he gives his, 
majefty a full account of all that has paffed fince the figning, I ftiall not detain 
the courier a moment longer. 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO LORD HARRINGTON. 


Signs before the eleEloral affairs are ap'anged. — Is extremely anxious to have his 

conduct ay f roved. 


Gtantliani 

Papers. 


Private and 
particular* 


MY LORD, Vienna, March 20th, N. S. 173 r. 

Have now the honour to return my moft humble thanks for your lordfliip’s 
; private and particular letter of the 28th, O. S. ; but am in fuch pain, as 
well for what I have figned, as for keeping the courier four days after figning,. 
that I can hardly flatter myfelf all the goodnefs your lordfhip is pleafed to ex- 
prefs can go fo far as to pardon all my errors, or rather boldnefs, which in 
feme points has been fuch as not even to be excufed by fuccefs itfelf. I will 
not pretend^ to excufe the manner in which things have been done j but one 
thing I am fure of, that, right or not, nothing could have been done in any 

other 
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other manner whatever. I figned boldly, before I was fure what tlie Hng Peno4 V. 

would obtain as eleftor, without which there would have been ao treaty. I 

have as boldly detained the courier for four days fince, without which the pa- 173c. 

pers now fent to his majefty would not have been obtained. Moll of this is 

certainly to be attributed to the emperor himfelf : the reafon is, the emperor 

will work himfelf, and will have fomething to do. But as his genius is not 

very extenfive, he flops at trifles, and there is no removing his prejudices. 

From hence arofe thefe delays, thefe forms, thefe conferences, and -by thefe 
his miniflers amufed him. Yo.ur lordfhip will fee thefe truths through the 
whole tenor of my letters ; and therefore we delayed : he had his forms, we 
held our conferencesj and he was amufed into the treaty. He thinks he made 
it himfelf j and, in the very ultimatum, he would flill have had fomething to 
make;- to objeft, to revife ; and there mufl flill have been the fame delays, the 
fame forms, the fame conferences, and the fame amufements. Monfieur 
Dieden has got, by my obftinacy in detaining the courier, more than he ex- 
pe£led from the beginning. 

I have the honour to write to your lordfliip in confidence, and will venture, 
to fay, that if the king will fuffer his eledoral minifler to go on calmly and pa*- 
tiently, I am perfuaded that, in proportion as the old wounds heal, and the 
friendfhip is cemented, his German affairs will, to a fingle point, work them- 
felves out with honour to his majefly, and to the fatisfadion of both courts. It 
has cofl_ every minifler of the emperor more than three vifits, to prefs him to 
have my courier fent away to the king’s fatisfadion. Till I have the honour to 
know your lordfhip’s mofl fincere fentiments upon my condud, I will wrap my- 
felf up in hopes, that though I may have done ill, yet it will be thought 1 could 
not have done better. My lord, I would not pafs another month as I have 
done this lafl for a kingdom, nor all the kingdoms guarantyed to the emperor, 
and yet, God knows, till I have the honour to hear from your lordfhip, I have 
at leafl as bitter a month to come. The inclofed papers are intrufled to your 
Jordfhip’s confidence, and I hope may be of ufe. 


<© -3 


THOMAS 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO HORACE WALPOLE 

Horace Walpole’s letter greatly contributed to the Jignature of the treaty. — Exprejfes 
his own uncaftnefs at having Jigned the treaty^ although the electoral points were 
not adj lifted., mid for detaining the mefenger. 

SIR, Vienna, March 20, N. S. 1731, 

^ J^’'HE beft anfwer I can make to the honour of your letter, is to fend you a 
treaty to which it certainly contributed much. Nothing was more feafonable, 
and luckily it was feconded by the faithful reports which a courier about that 
time brought from monfieur Kinfky, concerning your’s and fir Robert Walpole’s 
fentiments. The moment I received your letter, I read it to the prince, and I 
can only fay in one word, he was charmed with it. The bufmefs is now done ; 
I will not fay well or ill : if well, I defire, fir, you would take to yourfelf the re- 
putation of it ; whatever I have good in me I owe to your example : if ill, I 
muft, as I ought, take to myfelf the fhame of having made no better advantage 
of what you are pleafed, in your letter, to call the intimacy and confidence with 
which I lived with you for many years at Paris, and of the opportunities I had 
of knowing your moft fecret fentiments. 

I fhall beg leave to refer you to all I write, publickly or privately, to lord 
ITarrington, for obtaining your indulgence upon the whole. I revere your 
judgement more than that of any man living. The very liberties I have taken 
to deviate into fo many failings, are alone fufficient to exercife all your good na- 
ture. "What is done is done ; they all complain here that I have fucked them to 
the very blood ; and it is certain that I have adted with fuch warmth and obfti- 
nacy in maintaining fome points, that being taken with a feaver the day of the 
laft conference, Prince Eugene was heard to fay, “ II Tdeft pas etonnant qu’il 
s’ejl echavffe de fang, c’fi un honete honnne.” -The point that cofl them greatefi: 
pain, was not even to be able to fay in the 6th article, pour ne pas paroitre ne~ 
gliger fes allih. 

I have only one thing to beg till I know my fate as to your approbation or 
not, which is, tliat you will be perfuaded, that unlefs I had boldly figned be- 
fore we were fare what the king would obtain as eledlor, and unlefs I had fo 
obftinately perfevered thefe four days in not fending- my courier till the king 
could have his fatisfadlion compleat, we fhould never have had a treaty, or the 
prefent papers, which are now fent to the king, and which his minifter aflures 
me are more than he himfelf expedled. This too is one of thofe Heps for 

which 
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which I beg your indulgence. It was indeed a bold one, and I can fcarce tell Period V. 
how it can be juftifyed, even by the event. 

LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

His conduct highly approved. 

DEAR SIR, ' * London, March 30 — April 10, 1731. 

J Am extremely obliged to you for your two private letters of the 1 7th inft. Grantliam 
N. S. and if it was in my power to fend you from hence only one half of the 
fatisfaftion which we received from you by Gould the meffenger, you would be 
a happy man. Your conduQ; has met with the univerfal applaufe here which 
it fo juftly deferved ; both the king and all his fervants think it would have 
been impoffible for an angel from heaven to have afted better than you have 
done throughout this whole affair. The prefent* that the king has been pleafed * 1000 7 . 
to order you, is the ftrongeft proof of his entire approbation of your conduft ; 
and I dare fay you will efteem it upon that account infinitely more than for any 
other value it may have. 

I am extremely pleafed with the account you give me of the favourable opi- 
nion that the minifters at Vienna have conceived of me, which I am feufible I 
muff in a great meafure owe to your friendfhip for me. I had wTit as you de- 
fired to prince Eugene and to count Zinzendorf ; but upon finding that fir 
Robert Walpole writes to the prince by this meffenger, I determined to keep my 
letters back till the return of the ratifications, at which time I will certainly 
write to them both ; and in the mean time I muff defire you will in the bell: 
manner affure them of the infinite refpeft that I have for them, and particu- 
larly for the firft, to whom you may, if you pleafe, explain the reafon of my 
not doing myfelf the honour to write to him by this occafion. 

As you have now brought to perfefrion as great a work as ever any minifter 
was charged withal, his time you fliould think of your own affairs ; and as no one 
can intereft himfelf more fincerely in whatever relates to you, I fhould be glad 
to know what would be moll agreeable to you, in order to give you all the af 
fiftance in my power, towards bringing it about to your fatisfaftiou. If you 
fliould like to continue for fome time longer where you now are, I dare fay I 
could procure you the additional appointments of 3 1. a day j but if you have 
any other views more agreeable to you, you may depend upon ray utmoft afliff- 
ance in whatever way you lhall like beft j for no one can be more cordially or 
affeftionately than, &c. 


LORD* 
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LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

The king approves his conduSi, but is dijfatisfed with the delays of the Impend 
court in fettling his electoral affairs. 

Whitehall, March 30— April ro, N. S. 1731., 

T Now come to anfwer your mofl: fecret letter of the i8th inft. by Gould, 

' which I fhall begin to do by telling you, that although his majefty is ex- 
tremely pleafed with the manner in which the treaty has been finally adjufted 
and figned, and as the greateft proof of his being fo, fends back his ratifications 
of every part of it, which you are ordered to exchange againft thofe of the em- 
peror within the term prefcribed by the faid treaty ; the king thinks, however, 
and with the greateft reafon, that the conduft and proceedings of the Imperial 
•court, with refpeS; to his majefty’s eleftoral affairs, are by no means fuch as, in 
the ftrifteft juftice and reafon, he might have expefted from them; and has there- 
fore ordered monfieur Dieden to employ all the time from the arrival of this 
meffenger to that limited for the exchange of the ratifications, in making the 
ftrongeft inftances to the court of Vienna for fettling to his majefty’s fatisfadion 
the points upon which he is inftrufled to infift ; and as he will inform you par- 
ticularly what thofe points are, you will employ all the authority and influence 
of the crown of England, and your own particular credit and friendlhip with the 
minifters, in the moft efficacious manner, for obtaining, before the term for the 
exchange of the ratifications is elapfed, all fuch fatisfaftion and fecurity for his 
majefty’s eleiftoral affairs, as monfieur Dieden fhall inform you he is commanded 
to infift upon. 

I need not, I am fure, fuggeft any arguments to you in fupport of monfieur 
Dieden’s demands ; the juftice and reafonablenefs of them, efpecially as they are 
now reduced, will abundantly furnifh you wherewithal to enforce them ; but I 
cannot help exprefling my great furprife that the court of Vienna fliould not be 
convinced, that the fureft and moft effe<9:ual way to gain and fecure to them the 
affeffions and fupport of the Englifh nation, muft be the making his majefty eafy 
as to his eledloral affairs. The'king, out of his paternal affe&ion and goodnefs 
to his Britifh fubjedts, would not fuffer the figning a treaty fo neceffary and ad- 
vantageous to them to be deferred for the fettling his eledloral demands, though 
never fo juftly founded. What lefs return then can the nation make for fuch an 
unexampled generofity and goodnefs, than to look upon all his intercfts as their 
. own, and be equally felicitous about them ? 

His 
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His majefty having received information of fome difputes that have arifen be- Period V. 
tween the dutchefs dowager of Wolfembuttle and the prefent duke, relating to 1 734^ 

certain donations and fettlements made by the late duke fome years before his 173*. 
death, in favour of the faid dutchefs, monfieur Dieden is commanded by his ma- 
jefty to delire the emperor would interpofe his good offices for the adjufting them 
by an amicable accommodation. You will, therefore, join your inftances ta 
thofe of monfieur Dieden for that end, and you will ufe your belt endeavours 
to difpofe the court of Vienna to proteft and fupport the faid dutchefs in <dl her 
juft pretenfions. 

Although I have in m,y other letter of this day affured you of his majefty^s 
entire approbation of all your conduft ; yet, as you feem by the letter which I 
am now anfwering to be more particularly anxious about that part of it relating 
to your having figned the treaty before monfieur Dieden had received fatif- 
fadlion upon the points particularly entrufted to his care, I would not omit re- 
peating to you upon this occafion, that his majefty was m no wife difpleafed with 
you for fo doing j being convinced that you thought it moft for his majefty’s. 
fervice fo to do : and the king perfuades himfelf that you will continue to aft 
with the fame zeal that ‘you have hitherto done for procuring, before the ex- , 
change of the ratifications, all poffible fatisfaction upon the elefloral demands^, 
which monfieur Dieden will inform you ftill remain unadjufted.. 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO THE EARL. OF CHESTERFIELD. 

Drfficultf arifing frotn the communication of the fecret articles to the Dutch re~ 
moved. — Emperor reUnquiJhes his old frkndfhip with Spain., and renounces,, 
all intentions of forming a navy in the Mediterranean and Adriatic. — Duchefs 
of Parma faid to. be pregnant. 

MY LORD, ' Vienna, April n,.N. S. 1731. 

J. Have received the honour of your excellency’s letter of the 29th paft, N. S. fentKam: 

and I am proud of any occafion to have recommended myfelf fo much to 
your lordlhip’s notice ; but it is not the firft year I have had the ambition of Copy. 
being known to your lordlhip. However happy by bare inftances^ of duty to fee 
my poor endeavours efteemed as marks of Iriendlhip, I Ihould almoft hope to 
receive the fame comfort from England, as I have had from your lordfliip, if 1 
could impute to any thing but the greateft charity, the approbation you- were: 
pleafed to beftow on my fervices,. and which the penfionaryand Greffier would; 

s, certainly 
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Period V. cCTtainly have been lefs contented with, were it not to fhew that th< 
f 730 to 17 34 - nothing in which your excellency cannot diftinguilh the credit you ha' 
1731. happily eltablifhed with thofe two minifters. 

I immediately waited upon prince Eugene and count Sinzendorf, t 
before them the dilemma mentioned by your lordftiip of either communic 
to the ftates the treaty without the fecret articles, by which the guarr 
would be fubjefted to the imputation of -bemg unreftrained, or of coi 
ideating thofe articles which, by their nature fhould be fo fecret, and tb 
rendering them as public as the reft: of the treaty ; which, in fuch a go 
ment as that of Holland, cannot be eafily avoided. It is a misfortune t 
was not recommended fooner to obviate this objeftion 5 though furely it \ 
have been very difficult. I believe the length that this court went at fi 
propofing the exclufion of the houfe of Bourbon by a moft fecret article, 
amongft other reafons, calculated to draw all reftriflions whatever 1 
granted under the fame fecrecy. To own the truth, this negociatior 
begun on the part of this court by demanding the guarrantee pure and fij 
The article wasfent from hence under the title of Secretiffime ; it was reti 
as fuch from England out of complaifance ; and certainly this court can i 
confent to publifh at once the deftruftion of all the hopes with which 
may have fo long amufed the courts of Spain and Berlin. I am perft 
they have no actual engagements with the latter ; but with relation tc 
former, among other Angularities of this negociation, it is to be obferved 
the emperor has purchafed the friendlhip of the maritime powers at n^ 
a price than the facrifice of the whole foundation of his old friendlhip 
the queen of Spain, as well as of the grotving hopes of a new one upo: 
arrival of the duke of Liria here. 

Prince Eugene has been conftantly the moft fearful that one time or < 
thefe fecret articles would get air, and that made his highnefs both tenderer 
this point than even any of the other minifters, and drew from me fo 
promifes that thefe reftridlions Ihould be kept more inviolably fecret tha: 
■ ufual on fuch occalions, however more advantageoufly for the glory and 
dence of the king the treaty would appear, were it known that the efl:e(! 
his majefty’s care for the welfare of Europe had been extended to the 
pofterity. But then I reflaEted that the good being fecured folidly, the be 
of it might be reaped in filence and with a confeientious fatisfadtion, i 
nobody, however little verfed ia affaks, would imagine the maritime po 
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had not taken their precautions, which though not owned directly, might be 
fufFered to be underftood in general, and even confided to fome few both in 
England and Holland. 

And now, my lord, that the prince and the chancellor have fpoken yefter- 
day to the emperor upon this fubjeft, I am -not a little pleafed to be authorifefl 
to acquaint your lordihip, that this court is not averfe to this laft way of 
thinkings. It is imagined that a mofl; fecret committee of the ftates may be 
impowered to accede to thefe moft fecret articles ; while for the public there 
will not be wanting means, even without undeceiving the world diredly, to 
let it underftand, that care has not been wanting to reftrain the marriages of 
the archducheffes. There was, I remember, the fame popular objeftion to 
the treaty of Seville, wherein there did not appear the fame care as was taken 
by the quadruple alliance for fecuring the freedom of the port of Leghorn. 
But that and other articles of a private nature were both paffed and kept fecret 
in Holland, while the principal perfons there, as well as in England, were not, 

I believe, left ignorant of there being proper fecurities taken on that head. 

I flatter myfelf, my lord, that the liberty allow'ed by this court, and which 
will be fignified by this poft to count Sinzendorf, of not being fo referved 
towards certain perfons, la ou il conviendra, words which, I believe, will be 
the terms of his inftruaions with regard to the fecret articles, will have its 
proper effedl, by placing the confidence to be made of them with that pru- 
dence and (kill, as are ufual both in England and Holland upon fuch import- 
ant occafions. 

The marquis de Bartholomei is in great pains and alarms fince the receipt 
of his courier, and count Salvatico is no lefs alarmed at the extraordinary 
conduct of Spain. The queen treats the duchefs of Parma as an impoftor, 
and her minifters as fo many rogues. I am apt to believe this court may go 
fo far as to give a decree to appoint certain perfons, and particularly the old 
duchefs dowager of Parma, to aflifl: at the delivery. For now it is as credibly 
affirmed that the duchefs of the late duke Anthony is with child, as* it was 
little heeded before ; and prince Eugene has told me I might write it as a fadl 
in his name. I can add in confidence, that if the declaration given in the 
treaty by the emperor, about the fuccelfion of Parma, was to be negociated 
now, I hardly believe we fhould find fo much facility for the introduftion of 
the troops in cafe of iffue male. The violent behaviour of Spain may polfibly 
create difficulties, but will have this good effed, that it will make all parties, 
VQ3L. III. ^ART HI. R eXCept 
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PeriodJV, except France, join equally in obliging that crown to renew its treaties wi 
i73otoi734. ^ fecurity for its obfervance at lead; of the quadruple alliance. This 
1731. begins to fay the emperor cannot truft don Carlos even in Florence 
without the fame fecurity for that treaty a.s well as for the treaty of S( 
his majefty can no more trull him there, not only on account of the 
merce of Leghorn, but on account of all the Britiflr commerce with 
whatever. 

Nothing can however equal the pleafure of this court at the approl 
given by your excellency of the treaty, and at the favourable hopes th 
entertained here of a fpeedy concurrence of the Hates ; and I have had 
all the mini Iters repeated affurances of the emperor’s firmnefs and fin 
in executing punctually the treaty, and in living according to the ft 
friendlhip with the maritime powers. As a farther proof of the fc 
belides what I mentioned in my letter of the 4th inllant of the docu 
being fent to the elector of Mentz about the confent of the empire, 1 
learnt from Ratilbon that the prince of Furftenberg has purpofely de 
his departure for the country, whither he was going to pafs feme weeks 
gives out amongll the minifters of the diet who frequent him, that hi 
fence cannot be fpared, as he expefrs every day to have the treaty to 
municate to the empire. And as to the latter, I will acquaint your exce 
with an anecdote in confidence, that fince the figning of the treaty, th 
peror in his gSod humour has in a manner laid afide all thoughts, ho 
extravagant they may have been, of forming any thing like a navy i 
Mediterranean and Adriatic feas. He has the maritime powers to re 
whofe friendlhip he knows now to be as dear to him as be had felt their e 
to be dangerous. Your excellency may rely upon the certainty of this 
circumftance, which has been told me by an unfufpefted perfon, whi 
joy in his heart came to congratulate me upon the abfolute change h 
found in the looks, difpofitions, and difeourfe of, the emperor towards Ei 
and Holland, which that perfon thought better news to wilh me joy of 
the bare figning of the treaty, and for that reafon he brought me tha 
ticularity though he had neglefted to fpeak to me of the other. 

Grantham LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON*. 

Papers. 

— ^ — London, Dec. 3—14, 1730. Monfieur Dieden will acquaint you w 

farikular. uiftruftiphs, by which you will find him direded to obtain a declaratioi 

* This and the four following letters are, by miflake, not printed in the order of dal 
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tli'e emperor, fettlng forth the particular fatisfaftion to be given to the Idng Period V. 
ispon all his eledoral points, which you will procure to be figned at the fame 
time that you execute the treaty. But if the court of Vienna Ihould obftinately 1731* 
refufe to give fuch a declaration, you will not abfolutely break off the treaty 
upon that head, but fend an account of every thing withall to England. And 
if you find you are not likely to agree upon thofe points, I believe you would not 
do amifs, to difpofe that court to fend at the fame time full pow'ers and inftruc- 
tions to their minifter here, to conclude them if poflible without any lofs of time. 


THOMAS ROBINSON TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Extreme embarrajfments from blending the German objebls of difpute with the Englijh 
, demands. — Averfton of the emperor to accede to the German points. 


MY LORD, 


Vienno, January i6th>N. S. 1731. t 


jtN acknowledging the honour of your lordfhip’s private letter of the 5th paft, 
O. S. I cannot but exprefs my apprehenfions, that, in any future favour of 
that kind, your lordlhip will not be able in juftice to give me the fame con- 
folation. I can hardly hope that all my zeal, all my anxiety, and utmoft dili-’ 
gence for his majeljy’s fervice, will excufe my raflmefs in having, as far as I 
may have contributed to it, infenfibiy drawn upon myfelf the orders with which 
I have been honoured. When I wrote on the i8th of November, I did not 
know w'hat were his majeffy’s demands as eleftor, and much lefs apprehended 
that they would have been forced verbally upon the emperor without remifiion. 
Prince Eugene has faid more than once, that he believed every minifter at 
Ilanover had throv/n in his mite, to make his court to the king. When I firfl 
faw them, I was indeed fo much frightened as to write my letter of the sad by. 
' the poft. God be praifed, I have not been long enough here to be fo much 
habituated to this court, and am not fo little a devoted fervant to the king, as 
to think that they have had the. leaft fhadow^ of reafon in their manner of 
aiSting. 

But I believe there is one confideration which muft be made, and without it 
■ his raajefty’s Gernlan affairs will always be far from being remedied ; that is, 
as long as this court will regard the king only as eledfor with refpeO: to his 
eleftoral affairs, and as long as the eleftor will pufh them as king of England, 
and independent of the empire, thofe two contradidtions will thwart the heft: 
intentions imaginable. It is a truth which I would mention to nobody but your 
lordfinp, and I believe monfieur Dieden has mentioned to nobody ' but me, 

PS that 
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Period V. that the pride of this court has not been fo fenfibly touched fmce the time, of 
^^^30^017 34 - -Guflavus Adolphus and the next enfuing years. The blood that ftarted in 
1731. the bifhop of Bamberg’s face at receiving monfieur Dieden’s paper ; the re- 
proaches that have fallen from every minifter in particular of what they think 
and have even called an unprecedented manner of negociation in an eledlor ; 
their unanimous crying out to monfieur Dieden, at the conference, . that it was 
no lefs than impofing the law upon the emperor ; their retorting upon his de- 
mand of the emperor’s declaring to adminifter juftice to the ftates of the em- 
pire, that the emperor had never adled otherwife, and only prayed God to 
give him lefs difobedient princes ; joined to the confidence which has been 
made me by a fifth perfon, of the emperor’s having been piqued to the quick, 
as what he would not have dilTembled on another occafion ; are fo many proofs 
of what they call the oiFenfe which has been taken here, that, confidering the 
different principles at Vienna and at Hanover, it is almoft as much a wonder 
that we have obtained this declaration, fuch as it is, in fo fliort a time, as it 
will be unexpefted if his majefty can content himfelf with it. 

They fay they might have given another, if they would, but it would have 
been only to have deceived the king, and never to have executed it. And in- 
deed of what ufe would a fecret declaration be, which, if not executed, could 
not be produced but probably to have others produced of a contrary nature 
from other quarters ; the thing of the world which this court will not certainly 
expofe itfelf to ? That they have promifed, but how far, by a like fecret de- 
claration, I cannot tell, to the king of Prufiia, many things with regard to 
Mecklenbourg, has been long fufpeded. But I am verily perfuaded, their de- 
fign is to deceive him. All that I conjefliured, fo long ago as the 2 2d of July^ 
is now confirmed. We have likewife learnt, now, that this court is under an 
engagement to the family of Wolfenbutel, never to grant the inveftiture of 
Bremen and Vehrden, but with an extenfion to that line. We have learnt 
likewife, that even the town of Bremen has obtained fomething in confirmation 
of its priviledges, much more extenfive than what the king is willing to declarej 
at leaft, the late king’s declaration has been communicated to them, as what 
the emperor would never go beyond. Thefe are misfortunes. Thofe powers 
have taken the advantage of the long mifunderftanding between this court and 
his majelly ; and I am afraid little reliance is to be made upon promifes towards 
one, which cannot be performed but with a breach of promifes towards an- 
other. So that the evil is incurable. Perhaps feveral leffer points might have 
been foftened, if monfieur Dieden could have negodated. I know his orders 

I were 
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were but I will do him the juftice to lay, he ufed every polEble means 

for fucceeding ; and God knows how far, for the fake of the publick good^ 
we might have been tempted to take upon ourfelves, had there been any pof- 
fibility of compounding. 

Another reafon is to be alligned for this comrt’^s behaviour. They can wait 
fix weeks longer, and they know of what confequence that time is to his ma- 
jefty. I Ihould humbly hope to be acquainted, as what may be of ufe upon 
another occafion, how far I might have gone in accepting their projedf, had the 
eledtoral affairs been well finilhed, or out of the queftion. I make the fewer 
remarks upon this, projeft at the end of my letter, as what I feid upon the 
communication is moftly the fame with what is difperfed in one or other part of 
my long difpatch. I am perfuaded the emperor will never be induced to name 
the treaty of Seville. Your lordfliip will be perfuaded, that I am under too? 
much agitation to write with great confiftenay. They are more angry with 
me, than I am with them. They reckoned too much upon their addrefs to 
induce me to fign what they pleafed. Prince Eugene is perfonally touched to 
find what he wilhed clogged with his majefty’s demands. However,, I have 
this comfort, whatever be the event, not to have been miftaken, when I pro- 
mifed in general 6000 Spaniards for the guaranty. I humbly beg your lord- 
fiiip^s pardon and indulgence for this trouble* I am in too great a one to know 
how far I exceed that refped* 

DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Is ordered to communicate to cardinal Fleury the contents of the treaty of Vienna^ 

MY LORD, Whitehall, M,arch 26, 1731. 

J Received by Randall the meffenger the honour of your excellency’s letters 

of the iS-aqth, and i9-3oth inftant. Mr. Robinfon’s courier, with the 
treaty, did not arrive here till Sunday the 2 ill; inftant in the evening, and his 
majefty immediately gave diredions that the treaty and feparate articles fliould. 
be copied, that I might tranfmit them to France and Spain, to be forthwith 
communicated to both courts, which accordingly go inclofed. And 1 fend 
your excellency a copy of my letter to Mr. Keene, that Crew the meffenger 
may not, be detained at Paris, but proceed to Seville with all expedition. 

Your excellency will acquaint the cardinal and the garde des fceaux, that 
you have his majefty’s orders to co mm unicate to them the treaty and feparate 

articles., 
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Period V-, articles. This early communication is a fufEcient demonftration of the < 
1 7 30 to 1 734. j-jjg places in them ; and the contents of the treaty will Ihew, 

1731. the account which his majefty had ordered you to give them fome time a 
■the tranfaftions at Vienna, contained the fubftance of what had been < 
there ; and you will make the proper obfervations upon the falfity of tho 
ports to which they polfibly may have given too much credit, as if his m 
had been entering into engagements contrary to thofe which he had fori 
Gontradted with France, or any way prejudicial or diflioaourable to then 
upon this they Ihould alk you, whether there are any fecret articles, and 
cularly any reftridtions upon the emperor relating to the marriage c 
daughter, you may affure them, that the emperor is not under any oblig 
not to marry his daughters to any prince that he lhall think proper ; bu 
there may be fome exceptions out of his majefty’s general guarrantee in 
that may affedt the balance of Europe. 

You will then let them -know, that as, by this treaty, the emperor is ol 
to confent to the full execution of the treaty of Seville, and that there 
thing contained in it to the prejudice or diflionour of France, the k 
perfuaded they will not be difpleafed with it, and therefore his majefty ' 
that they will, for the fatisfadlion of Spain, concur in the meafures that 
be agreed upon for the peaceable introdudlion of Spanilh garrifons, acco 
to the treaty of Seville ; and you may affure them that his majefty ’ 
nothing more than to maintain the union and good correfpondence that 
fo long fubfifted between the two crowns. That the conclufion of the ne; 
tion - at 'Vienna Ihews, that it was fet on foot with no other view but th 
fervation of the general peace and tranquillity of Europe, upon cond 
honourable and advantageous to all the allies ; and that therefore the 
hopes, that if the manner of tranfadting it, or any ill-grounded fufpici- 
what was doing, had occalioned any coolnefs between us and France, tha 
they -know there is not one article that can give them the leaft caufe to 
plain, :that coolnefs will be removed, and the correfpondence between th 
crowns go on as it did before any thing of this happened. And, as an in 
of his majefty’s defire to procure fatisfadlion for France, as well as for his 
V allies, you will let them know, that Mr. Keene has the ftrongeft orders 
fill upon the delivery of the effedts of the flota. 

If they ftiould continue to objedl to you our not having early enough 
‘ jnunic'ated to them what was doing, you will in anfwer let them know, t 

she Juccefs of the negociatioh depended abfolutely on the f^crefy of it, an 
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his majefty was determined not to confent to any thing that fliould in the leaft 
be to their prejudice, his majefty was perfuaded that, when this came to be 
known, they would not be uneafy at what they themfelves can pretend only to 
be an omiffion in point of form, and of which fome inftances for his majefty’s 
juftification could be produced from their own conduft, if it was thought ne- 
ceflary : and as the guarranteeing of the emperor’s fucceffion by the two mari- 
time powers was the foundation of this treaty, and the only inducement to the 
emperor to give his confent to the execution of the treaty of Seville, it feemed 
the lefs neceffary to acquaint them with a condition which it was very well 
known France would never come into, though it might have been hoped that, 
for the fake of procuring a general pacification, they might not be averfe to 
other powers doing it, whofe reafons for avoiding it might not be the fame with, 
their’s, elpecially if they have not, which his majefty is perfuaded is the cafe, 
any view of difturbing the balance of Europe, as it is fettled at prefent. 

You will, if poflible, make the firft communication feparately to the cardi- 
nal, and befides faying every thing that you are above direfted to fay both to. 
him and monfieur Chauvelin, you will alfo obferve particularly to his emi- 
nence, that his fufpicions of our having concealed fome material conditions 
from him now appear to be entirely groundlefs, and that the treaty comes out 
to be almoft the fame in every point with the projeft you left with him. For 
as I remember the only alterations, at leaft of any confequence, are in the 
article about the guarrantee, which being to be given by England, and the 
emperor’s own affair, his majefty let them prepare it in the manner they lik’d,, 
and in return that relating to. the introduSion of Spanifh garrifons is exactly 
what was fent from hence. The declaration about Parma is entirely new, and 
was neceffarily fo by reafon of the alteration of circumftances by the duke’s 
death ; but it is as full and complete as poflible, and what muft be entirely, to 
tbje fatisfadion of Spain- 

You will then endeavour to convince the cardinal of the regard which his 
majefty has had in this negociation for all his allies, fince the performance 
of their engagements was the original motive of his undertaking it, and is. 
now the end and bafis of the treaty ; and you will leave it to his confideration 
whether a ftep attended with fuch fuccefs ought to produce any coolnefs be- 
tween England and France, and how difficult, if not impoffible, it would 
have been, to have fatisfied Spain, and have executed the engagements we 
had entered into towards that crown, if his majefty had not taken this meafure. 
For though all the allies might have agreed to make war, experience has fuffi- 
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Period V. clently fliew’d they muft, and would have differed in the method and ma 
i73otoi734.. doing it 5 and in that cafe it plainly enough appears, by the duke of Li 
1731. behaviour at Vienna, what part Spain would have aSed, and how bli 
flie would have flung herfelf, notwithftanding all that we could have fai 
done, into the arms of the emperor j and we flrould then have been upor 
fame or a worfe foot than we w'^ere when the treaty of Hanover was m 
and before the treaty of Seville w^as concluded. 

You will make his eminence all the perfonal compliments that you 
think proper of his majefly’s confidence in him, and dependance upon 1 
and you will conclude with hoping that the union between the two cro 
whictx he in a great meafure firfi: fix’d, and has lafted through the w 
courfe of his miniftry, will not now be leflened or deftroyed by groun 
jealoufies or infinuations, that may come from thofe who may now ho] 
fucceed, though they have hitherto been difappointed. When you have i 
your communication to the two French minifters, . you may then commun 
the treaty and feparate articles to monfieur de Caftelar, and you will talk to 
in the manner that Mr. Keene, by my letter to him, is direfled to do t( 
court of Spain. I cannot conclude without congratulating your excel! 
upon the fuccefs of our; negociation at Vienna. The honour and credit w 
our royal mafter has fo juftly acquired by having fingly given peace 1 
Europe, and the particular advantages which his majefty’s own people 
receive by it, are too great for his majefty’s faithful fubjefts or fervants n 
take all opportunity s of exprefling their gratitude and acknowledgments fc 
and if your excellency can be fo happy as to fatisfy the court of France, 
work will be complete indeed ; and therefore I moft heartily wifii you fu 
in it. 

His majefty, thinking that there is now no farther occafion for co 
Armftrong’s ftay at Paris, has commanded me to fignify his pleafure th< 
fliould return home, which I have accordingly done by this meffenger. 

P. S. His majefty has juft now an account from Mr. Robinfon, that < 
Kinfky at Paris may probably receive direflions to conform himfelf t 
orders your excellency fliall have from hence, as to the manner of cor 
nicating the treaty to the court of France. You will acquaint him in ge 
with the direSions that are fent you to communicate the treaty, &c. j and 
fliould offer to join with you, you are not to decline it; but in that c: 
take an opportunity of faying feparately what you are direfted, to the cai 
and the garde des fceaux. 

THC 
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THOMAS RO:BIN&ON TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Court of Vienna not fincere in their offer of the marriage with don Carlos.-— Count 
Sinzendorf dupes cardinal Fleury on that fubjedt. 

MY LORD, Vienna, March 28th, N, S, 1731. 

J Will not pretend to determine whether the duke of Liria’s converfion pro- 
ceeds only and entirely from the true fenfe he has of the fervice rendered to 
Spain by his majefty, or whether it may notj in fome meafure, have been pro- 
moted with other affurances from this court : but 1 can hardly think that, at 
this time of day, the emperor will condefcend to amufe Spain with the hopes 
of the marriage, and much lefs effeduate it ; which would be undoing with 
one hand what he has been eftablilhing with the other. It has been owned 'to 
me that the marriage was never intended, if it could poffibly be avoided. Count 
SinzendorPs journey to France was only to amufe Spain, under pretence of 
getting the cardinal’s confent to the marriage. When it was objeded fo him 
here, that the cardinal would certainly give into it, and he would be the dupe 
of his own refinement ; he anfwered, that he would take upon himfelf to fatisfy 
the queen of Spain of the fincerity of this court, at the fame time that he 
would find means to prevent any confent on the part of France to the mar- 
dage; a point too delicate to be entrufted with any third perfon: and that was 
all the motif and myftery of his journey ; and the good cardinal is now 
laughed at here, as one who aded unwifely in not giving into count Sinzen- 
dorf’s diflembled readinefs to effeduate the marriage. Thefe confeffions, my lord, 
befides all that has palled in the laft negociation, may ferve as fo many proofs 
that the thing is not fo much as thought of 5 and I am apt to believe that 
Spain itfelf will confine all its ambition to the bare fettlement of don Carlos- 
in Italy. I humbly leave to your lordlhip to refled whether, in cafe the duke 
of Liria fhould have powers to accede, it will not be neceflary for me to 
have another full power 5 my former one being in the hands of this court,, 
and not extending, as well as I remember, beyond the Imperial and Dutch 
minifters. 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 
Mentions his emharrajjinent on the eleSloral affairs. 


MY LORD, 


Vienna, April 7,.N. S. 1731* 


Papers. 

Copy. 


(^ntham j Dare not wifli your excellency fuccefs in your negociation, till I know 

Papers. vsrhether what I have fent be a proper foundation for it. No moments of 

impatience which your lordfliip can have pafed lately to hear from me, can 
equal thofe of uneaiinefs and anxiety with which I wait for your anfwer. 
I need not fay they are principally founded upon what has palTed with regard 
to the eleftoral affairs. When I had my firff inftruftions not to give the 
king’s guarrantee without procuring fatisfaftion for the eleftor^ I boldly, out 
of honour and duty, fufpended the affairs of all Europe. When afterwards 
I found myfelf more at large under my inllruQions, I as boldly fufpended his 
majefty’s elecloral affairs for the fake of Europe. The eledtor’s hands are ftill 
free, if he does not like the emperor’s laft offers ; and if his mtyefty does like 
them, the emperor will execute them notwithftanding the events at Wolfen- 

butel. Monfieur Dieden fays the king has obtained -more than ever he ex- 
pedled to procure for his majefty ; and he owns that without my behaviour 
before the figning, and without my obilinacy in detaining the courier after 
the figning, his majefty would either have lefs or nothing at all. But how, 
my lord, to inculcate all this rightly in England ? The honour of this employ- 
ment was forced upon me ; and even if I have met with any fuccefs, I may 
fay with Pyrrhus, ‘‘ Such another vidlory would ruin me,” 

THOMAS ROBINSON TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 

prood effeBs of figning the treaty with the emperor before the eleBoral affairs were 
adjuJied.—The king of Prujfia complains of being negleBed, — Prosiiifing fitua- 
tkn of the eleBoral affairs. — Befires inftruBions on the offer of an audience 
with the emperor by prince Eugene..' — Exchange of the ratifications.' . 

f'- LORD, Vienna, May 5, N. S. 1731. 

JN acknowledgirig the honour of your lordfliip’s moft fecret letter of the 30th 
March, O. S. 1 can not but revere the king’s goodnefs in pardoning my 
Mojtfeer^. figning the treaty before his majefty’s eledtoral affairs were adjufted, the king 
being convinced that I had thought it moft for his majefty’s fervice. How 
much it may have proved fo I lhall humbly leave to your lordlhip’s judgment, 
fdien you fhall be acquainted that thofe affairs came out better, as lam affured 

by 
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by. monfieur Dieden, than he or I had been given to exped. He tells me Period V. 
there are points of confequence agreed to now and added to the emperor’s 
decree, which this court made great difficulties to grant before. Out of ij$u 
twelve, I think there are nine new ones obtained. I lhall leave to monfieur 
Dieden to do me juftice upon the manner of my executing his majefty’s orders 
in his prefence, and if the influence and authority of the crown of England 
were never fo ftrenuoufly applied, fo furely were they never employed with 
greater reafon and juftice. But if I am afraid that the whole will not anfwer 
his majefty’s expedation, yet I am perfuaded your lordlhip will think that 
nothing more could be done. In a point of honour there is at. leaft one fingular 
circuniftance, which is, that the emperor wnites the firft to his majefty as 
eledor, and I believe the letter will be found to be very handfome and 
cordial. 

The king of Pruffia complains that this court negleds him, fince the figti- 
ing of the treaty. I do not in the leaft doubt but in a little time to fee all 
his majefty’s eledoral affairs in the mo ft flourifliing condition, and the king, 
as eledor of Brunfwick, in the higheft efteem, and of the greateft importance 
of any prince of the empire, by the credit of his majefty’s profperity and 
prefent fituation with this court. 

When I acquainted prince Eugene with the arrival of the ratifications, he 
alked me if I would take an audience of the emperor ; but finding that I 
declined it, he faid he would himfelf acquaint the emperor, and had only- 
mentioned it that .1 might have the firft honour of informing his Imperial 
majefty of the agreeable news. Befides that your lordlhip had given me no 
orders to take an audience, I thought, notwithftanding the prince’s encou- 
ragement, it was by no means proper for me to take that liberty while there 
remained fo many things ftill to be adjufted before the ratifications ; but I 
fuppofe if it be neceffary- that I Ihould have an audience, your lordlhip will 
inftrud me both when to take it, and what to fay when I lhall take it. 

Though every thing was fettled as far as it could be with relation to the king’s 
eleftoral affairs in the conference monfieur Dieden had on the 24th with 
the minifters, yet all the inftruments were not ready till yefterday evening. 

However, the treating of that matter in the cordial and fincere way as was 
done in that conference, leaving no room to fufped a faithlefs execution of 
what was agreed upon, I made no difficulty to exchange the ratifications 
the I ft inftant; and the event has Ihewn that any diffidence would have |)Kn 
very ill placed^ 


SIR 
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SIR CHARLES WAGER TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Requejis to fucceed lord Torrington in the place of firji lord of the admiralty ; and 
cnclofes q genealogical account of his family. 

SIR, Namur, at Spithead, the lath July 1731. 

T I OPING you will have a little more leifure in the country, I take leave to 
trouble you with this letter. You are fenfible that our chief* at the 
admiralty can lafl: but a little time longer, and I believe you are fenfible that 
we fhall not like to have a man put over us, that muft be inftruded in what 
he mull: fay whto he goes to court j' and what miftakes he may make would 
fall upon us. 

There are two objedlions againft my being at the head of the admiralty, 
if I fhould chance to outlive the prefent head : one is, that it is necelfary the 
head fhould be a lord, (not an Irifh lord,) for which I may be faid not to be 
qualify’d ; but when I look upon many that have been made fo, I think I 
may, without much vanity, look upon myfelfe as well qualify’d as fome of 
them. As to my family, I fend you, inclos’d, the copy of a letter I receiv’d 
fome years ago from colonel Colchefter relating to it. My grandfather ,was 
a younger brother of that family, and came from thence many years llnce ^ 
and fending my father to fea, he became a captain in the navy, and dy’d at 
Deal, captain of his majelly’s fhip the Crown, then in the Downs, in the year 
1 666 . My mother’s father, whofe name was Goodfon, was a vice-admiral in 
the navy in the time of the parliament, and was a vice-admiral at the taking 
of Jamaica, and was left there with the command of thofe fhips by Pen, w'ho 
came home and was put in the Tower ; that was in Oliver’s time ; fo that on 
both fides I am related to the navy. Indeed I have no eftate fuitable to that 
dignity ; but a man that is an officer does not like to have any body put over 
his. head, and if that can be prevented, I fhall be very well content with- 
out it., 

The other difficulty, and which I think is not eafy to be got over, is, that 
I cannot go over Mr. Cokburne, nor can he bear it j and I really think it 
would be a misfortune to the admiralty to have him remov’d from thence, 
where he is a very good comiflioner : I muft therefore leave thefe difficultys- 
to you, who is fo well able to overcome any j but I could not be quite eafy., 
without letting you know ray mind up0n this afiiur, finee it is very poffible 
fotnething may ' happen in my abfence» I afk pardon for making this memo- 

randumt 
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randum longer than ufual, but you. may not have another a good while j fo 1 
hope you will excilfe it from, &c. 

Enclofed in the preceding letter^ 


Period V. 

i730toi734*. 


•1731. 


SIR, Wefrbury, 0 £Iober a9tb, 1711*. 

“ You were, about a month fince, enquiring of me at Berkley for one 
Cooper, whofe wife was a Wager : I did not prefently remember fueh a 
perfon, but have fince enquired, and have the following account given. 
“ me. Mr. Samuel Cooper, of Charlton King, near Cheltenham, in this 
“ county of Gloucefter, married Jane daughter and heirefs of Richard Wager 
of Charlton aforefaid, defcendant of Thomas Wager, whofe anceftors have 
“ been ftanding there near 200 years. I thought the giving you this account 
was the Idift I could do to a perfon for whom I have fo great an honour. 
** If you have any farther fervice in this country, none (hall be more ready 
“ to ferve you than,’’ &c. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

Mighly approves Ms condii6ly and congratulates Mm on having cmcluded the' 

treaty, . 

DEAR SIR, Hampton Court, July a^—Auguft 5, 1 73'i. , 

T> EING in London when Baudry the meflenger arrived here, I was deprived Grantham- 
of the opportunity of congratulating you. by lafl; poll, as I now do moll Papers, 
heartily, on your having put the laft hand to fo great and glorious a work, 
fo much for the public advantage, for his majefty’s honour, and for your 
credit and reputation ; two of which confiderations fenfibly affefi: me in com- ' 
mon .with the reft of the king’s fervants and fubjefts : but a long and intimate 
acquaintance and friendftiip with you entitle me to a particular pleafure and 
fatisfadlion with refpecb to the laft ; though I muft own. that your prudent 
conduS:, zeal, and addrefs in the management of fuch important negotiations,, 
have been fo generally approved by all his majefty’s minifters, that they are- 
all equally your friends, and are all equally defirous of ferving you ; and lord 
Harrington will acquaint you with the effeds of his majefty’s great fatisfadion‘ 
with your behaviour. 

I cannot omit on this occafion, although you will learn more properly ^di 
fully on that fubjed too from his lordfliip, to let you know how' much. 

' both 
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i)Crth his majefty and all his minifters were tranfported with prince Eu; 
letter to lord Harrington ; and I can affure you, that my brother W 
and all of them will endeavour to ad conformably to the juft fentimei 
his highnefs with refped to the publick intereft of Europe, as well as to ai 
in every refped, the good opinion he is pleafed to entertain of them 
more particularly for preferving and improving the good underftandin 
eonfidence between the emperor and his majefty, fo neceffary for the 
jpedive interefts, as well as for maintaining the peace and balance of Et 
I am, &c- 


DELAFAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Is glad that the cardinal has explained himfelf. — Motives -for the refpedtive a 
of England and the emperor, — Prudence in not admitting France in 
negotiation. 

MY LORO, Hampton Court, Augufl: i6ch, 17 

J Never read any letter that gave me more pleafure than your excel! 

moft private one in your own hand to my lord duke of Newcaftle, c 
6 — 17th inftant; firft to fee that you had brought the cardinal to e; 
himfelf, which had been fo much recommended to you, and at the fam( 
appeared to me fo difficult a talk, that I almoft defpaired of your ever 
able to do it j and fecondly, that he has told you his grief, which fee 
me a plain indication that he is difpofed to be well with us : a lady that \ 
your excellency knows, is not very far from furrendring. I muft own 
not a little furprifed at the point upon which he puts it : our coming into er 
ments with the emperor for entering into a war for the fake of obliging I 
to guaranty the pragmatick fandion, would have been fo monftrous a coi 
that I cannot imagine how any man of common fenfe, and that is the le; 
quainted wkh our conftitution, could give a moment’s attention to fo abfurd 
geftion. Such a ftep would have given a fine game indeed to the Craftfma: 

The cardinal knows the king has no money of his own to go to war 
but whenever that misfortune comes upon us, muft apply to the parlis 
Now the nation may be brought into a war to keep out the pretender, 
jufHce to our merchants and preferve and proted our trade, to ^mt 
Gibralter or any other of our poffeffions ; but it would have been a n 
ftory to have told them, that they muft raife five millions a year to 
Frjpace to guaranty the emperor’s fucceffion, . • 
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I hope your excellency will be fo good as to forgive me, if I could have 
wiflied you had in your anfwer to him left out the word believe. You have, 
I think, feen every thing that has paft that is at all material ; you have read 
our friend Robinfon’s long difpatches, where he fets down every word that is 
Ipoke in all his converfations with the Imperial minifters ; nay, defcribes even 
their looks and geftures ; and I am fure I do not remember the leaft fyllable 
in them that would give one a fufpicion that the court of Vienna fa much as 
intimated to us a wifh, that we would propofe to France to guaranty their 
fucceflion. They know we would not undertake it, and that it would be to. 
no purpofe if we did- But the emperor’s confenting to Spanifli garrifons, 
after ftanding out fo obftinately, and at fuch an expence upon his troops in 
Italy, is what amazes the politicians'. Some fay we have purchafed his confent 
at the expence of 1,200,000/. j others make different conjeftures : the car- 
dinal puts it wholly upon the pragmatick fanftion, and that nothing lefs could’ 
bring in the emperor than our agreeing to make it fecure by forcing France 
into it. 

My lord, nothing feems to me more plain and rational, than what fiould' 
have been the emperor’s condudi;. The great powers of Europe have for 
feveral years been bullying one another, and yet none in a difpofition' or ca- 
pacity to fall to blows in earned:. However, the keeping in a pofture between 
offenftve and deffenfive- has been a burthen to them all- VTe have groaned 
under the uncertain fojlure of effairs ; but it has fallen heavieft upon the 
emperor : it has almoft, if not quite, broke his bank at Vienna. In fhort, 
I need not tell your excellency how his finances have fuffered : but he faw us 
and France in a clofe combination againft him 5 he faw England defirous to 
get, at any hazard, out of this Jiate of fufpence. An Englifliman will ftill be 
for making, a hog or a dog of it ; fhilly fhally is what we cannot bear ; and 
though he depended much . on the cardinal’s pacifick temper, and on our 
maxim not to overturn the balance of Europe, and confequently not to fuffer 
the houfe of Auftria to be deraolifli’d; yet this was not a fufficient fecurity 
againft accident. Spain might force us into a war to execute the treaty of 
Seville, even without France, for the fake of our trade ; fo that he muft con- 
tinue armed, and he found he could not bear the expence. "What could he 
do better than by drawing us into a feperate negociatibn to break our clofe 
union with France ; and what other, game had we to play than to get out 
of our uncertainty by fair means, fince we found plainly France would never- 


join in doing it by force 
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Period- V. It were to have been wiflied that the negociation had not been fepara 
1730101734. j2iat it could have from the beginning been communicated 1 

1731. French courti Opinions were divided here about it; but I ftill think the 
meafure was taken, let what will be the confequence. Chauvelin would 
have been, at reft till he had had a finger in the pye ; aiid I am fure he 
have been one cook too many, and would have fpoilt the mefs. As : 
pragmatick fandion, was not that too a fufficient inducement ? The r 
and influence the king muft have, to bring the - empire into it ; anothe 
objed than a French guaranty, that might prove of equal validity \ 
French renunciation, or a partition treaty. 

In fliort, my lord, we have done nothing but what is plain and intelli 
we have nothing behind the curtain; no fecret articles againft France, c 
other power. The cardinal may be as well with us as ever ; and ho 
fond the reft of the French minifters and their generals and petit-maitres 
be of a war, if I have a right notion of their troops and finances, they ' 
grow weary of it as foon as their neighbours. Peace and good neighbou 
is the beft for us all ; and I heartily wifh that your excellency, by eftabl 
it where you are, may have the glory of crowning this happy work. 

DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAF 

Deftres him to ajfure the cardinal, that there is no article in the treaty of] 
hojiile to France, for the forcible guaranty of the pragmatic fandlion. 

MY LORD, Hampton Court, Auguft 16 — 2,7, 

J Have had the honour of your lordfhip’s moft private letter of the 1 7 
ftant, N. S. in your own hand, giving an account of what had paffed 
greateft fecrecy with the cardinal in the two laft conferences you had 
his eminence, and I have acquainted his majefty with it. 

The Idng was extrearaly glad to find that the cardinal had opened h 
with fo much candour and freedom to your lordfhip, as well with relati 
the prefent fituation of the two courts, as to the apprehenfion that feen 
remain with him, “ that his majefty had entered into engagements wii 
emperor to oblige France by force to guarranty the emperor’s fuccefl 
and that his eminence had allowed your lordfhip to mention it to me, h 
a manner as might give his majefty an opportunity of entirely undeceiviu 
upon this head. This open and generous way of proceeding, fo agreea 
the cardinal’s known integrity and honour, and to the defire that his em: 
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has always fliewed to preferve the good correfpondence between the two 
crowns, could not but be very acceptable to the king ; and your lordlhip may, 
in confequence of it, affure his eminence with the utmofl truth and certainty, 
that there is not, nor ever was, the lead: foundation for any furmife of this 
kind : and as a prqof of it, I do in the moft pofitive and folemn manner, and 
by his majefty’s exprefs order and command, declare to your lordlhip, as you 
will be pleafed to do to the cardinal, that his majefty has neither diredly or 
indireftly entered -into any ftipulation with the emperor, or with any other 
power, to oblige France by force to guarranty the emperor’s fuccelilion ; or 
taken any engagement wherein the guarranty of France to the laid fuc- 
. ceflion is fo much as mentioned j nor was any fuch thing ever propofed or 
thought of. 

The cardinal will by this be convinced of the fincerity with which his ma- 
jefty adis towards him, and of the defire the king has to preferve his good 
opinion and confidence : and as a farther inllance of it, your lordflnp may not 
only communicate this whole letter to him, but allow his* eminence to take a 
copy of it, if, for his greater fatisfadion, he Ihould defire it. 

The aflurances which his eminence gave you, “ that he neither direflly 
or indiredtly had fo much as a thought of hurting us ; and that he never 
would be concerned in the pretender’s affairs,” is what his majefty always ex- 
peded from his friendlhip, and from the moft chriftian king’s exadnefs in the 
obfervance of his treaties ; and the king is perfiiaded that his eminence, being 
now convinced that there is not the leaft foundation for what has with fo much 
confidence been fuggefted to him, will for the future arm himfelf againft the 
infmuations of thofe who may wilh confufion, and who may be induftrious to 
fuggeft any thing, though never fo falfe,' to the prejudice of his majefty, and 
to the interruption of the good correfpondence between the two crowns. I 
lhall only add, that if, in obeying his majefty’s commands upon this occafion, 
1 lhall any way have contributed to his eminence’s eafe and fatisfadion, and to 
the preventing any future mifunderftanding between the two crowns, I lhall 
efteem myfelf extrcamly happy ; and muft begg the favour of your lordlliip to 
alTure his eminence of my moft fincere and humble refpeds, and to be yourfelf 
perfuaded of the truth and regard with which, &c. . , 
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Period V. . 

^30^01734. DELAFAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

^73^’ P'rofperous fouation of public affairs. — The duke of Loraine f afterwards the 

ror Francis the frft ) arrives in England. — Prefented^ and entertained 
kmg and qtieen^ 


MY LORD, 


Hampton Court, 0 £l. 15th, 17 


Waldegrave T Am to thank your excellency for the honour of your letters of the 2ot 

Papers, n - . n ^ -nt r» '•pl- _ ... .1. VI . r 1 nr p -n /r 


• 2 ifl inftant, N. S. The pacquet which came with the lail from M 


blnfon gives hopes that we fhall fave our diftance, and that both pofleffio 
introduftion may be compleated within the five months mentioned in t 
claration of June 6th. But how do we fetch it out of the fire! 
ftrange creatures are the Spanifli minifters at Seville and at Florence ! 
the duke of Liria been caft in the fame mould, their own purpofes woulc 
been defeated by themfelves. TPatino is, I think, the counterpart ol 
* Chauvelin. fliuffling friend *, whom I am glad you have difappointed in the affair i 
' four inlifted men ; as I hope the others will be in our grand' afiair ; fo: 
is above the devil flill. Old fecretary Johnfton, who has been in See 
finding upon his return all things in fo fair a way, afk’d fir Robert "W 
What he had done to God Almighty to make him fo much his friend 
The laft account your excellency fent about the affair of the court c 
dinia feems to me to be a true one. It flrould at lead; pafs for fuch witl 
court : what have they to gain by meddling one way or other ? 

The duke of Lorrain is come at laft, under the travelling name of 
Blamont. Count Kinfky brought him hither. 'Fhey came to court in 
(having alighted at baron Hattorf’s lodgings upon the Green) : the j 
took no notice of them, I mean by the way of being drawn up or fal 
They ahghted at the firft gate and walked- through the court, up ftairs, th 
the guard chamber and the next room, into the cartoon gallery, at thi 
of which the houfekeeper was placed to keep every body elfe from goi 
My lord Harvey (vice-chamberlain to the Icing) waited' in the cartoo: 
lery, and carry’d him that way into his majefty’s private apartment. I 
fav^ my lord chamberlain conducing his highnefs through the admiral j 
to the queen’s apartment, where he faw (in private) her majefty and the 
family, except the prince of Wales, to whom he afterwards paid a vifit, 
carry’d alfo the private way. I imagined count Blamont would from 1 
have flunk away, but he was more gaHant; went to the queen’s circh 
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faw tlie dining in publick, Handing behind their majefties, or rather in fome Period V. 
meafure between their chairs. After about a quarter of an hour’s Hay there, ,^J3Ptoi734- 
he went and dined at count Kinfky’s at Ifleworth, and fo back to London to 1731. 
count Kinfky’s houfe there, whither all the minifters went early this morning 
to pay their court to his highnefs, before they came to the king’s levy here. 

The duke ojf Lorrain was not here this day ; but to-morrow he is to meet 
their majefties and the royal family at the hunting in Windfor forreft, and 
they are to dine together, as I hear, at Cranborn lodge. The duke of New- 
caftle will give his highnefs a great entertainment next week at Claremont. 

They talk of count Blamont’s going to Newmarket at the end of next week, 
and that we flrall then remove to town ; but that is not certain. 

Hampton Court, OQ.. i 8 th, 1731 . The hunting was laft Saturday, as Waldegrave 
I wrote to your excellency was intended, but the dinner was here. There 
fate at table the king, the prince of Wales on his majefty’s right hand, and Extras. 
count Blamont on his left, and the minifters and great officers, and fuch 
others as his majefty was pleafed to appoint, who fate .pile mile without, 
any diftindion. They were about fourteen in all. It was in the beauty 
room next the privy garden. A play is now afting here, to which 
count Blamont is come from count Kinfky’s. To-morrow the duke of De- 
vonfhire entertains his highnefs at fupper in town. Wednefday is to be 
another hunting, and another dinner here. Thurfday count Blamont goes 
to fee a fhip launched, and will be entertained by the admiralty, Fryday 
he dines with my lord duke of Newcaftle at-.. Claremont, and is to be at a 
ball here at court. Saturday another hunting. This day fev’night his 
highnefs goes to Newmarket, and comes back to town for the birth day j 
after which the duke of Grafton will entertain him, as is faid., Ipme days 
-at Eufton, and fir Robert Walpole at Houghton. 
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V- Period V. 

T 730 to 1 734.. 

2731. 


Waldegravc 

Papers. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Dejires him to ajfure the cardinal that there are no fecret articles in the treaty 
Vienna hojiile to the French — and no intentions of harajfing them. 

MY DEAR LORD, December «— 19, 1731. 

J Am honoured with yo.ur excellency’s letter of the 8th inftant, N. S. and 

doe not doubt but the haughty and peremptory proceedings of monfieur 
Chauveliri in all the courts of Europe, in points in which France has no man- 
ner of right by tr^atys to exaft and complain, will have the defired effedl of 
difappointing him in his negociations. All that we have to doe is, to aft in 
a friendly and moderate manner ; to ihew the impartiall powers the fatal con- 
fequences of having the emperor’s dominions diftrafted and torn in pieces, in 
cafe his Imperiall .majefty ihodid dye without ilTue male ; and from time to time 
' endeavour to convince the cardinal, that we have not, as we really have not,, 
any views to- difturb or diflrefs France at any time whatfoever, nor that we 
never have nor ever will enter into plans that can have any tendency that way,, 
as long as France afts with the fame regard for us ; and perhaps the taking an 
opportunity of reminding his eminence, in a familiar and friendly manner, of 
the many falfe infinuations that have been fuggefted to him with refpeft to our 
defigns, without the lead: foundation, may make an impreffion upon him, and 
hold him back from entering into the violent meafures of others. Our having, 
by the treaty of March the i6th, entered into frefh articles to the prejudice 
of France, had no colour, as the cardinal muft have been convinced, of truth j 
that our preparations for the execution of the treaty conceived fome fecret 
defigns againft Dunkirk, was a felfe and malicious infinuation ; that we had,, 
by a formidable treaty between us, the emperor, Ruffia, and Pruflia, con- 
fented to a marriage between the family s of the two laft, was the greateft of 
chimseras ; that we had taken fecret engagements with the emperor to oblige 
France to guaranty the pragmatic fanftion, was as ftrongly fuggefted, and 
with as little reafon as the reft ; and the intelligence of ' our having agreed to. 
grtmt the fubfidys for the Beffian troops to his Imperiall majefty ; and likewife 
that Mr. Keen had induftrioufly endeavoured to prevent the delivery of the 
effefts of the flota, and was very uneafy at its being done, was a poor and 
malicious affertion of count Rotenbergh’s, as you may fee by the inclofed 

tranflatioii 
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tranllation of an extrafl: of a letter from Mr. Keen to me on thofe fub- Period V. 

I75otoi734. 

- Thefe, and many fuch falfe infinuations as thefe, have been made from time *73 

to time to his eminency, and he has as often been undeceived in them; but 
as they have made for fome time an irapreffion upon him, it may not be amifs 
for your lordihip to remind him of thefe falfe impofitions, and of the evill 
intentions Df thofe that fuggeft them, when any new fuggeftion of this nature 
fhall have had any weight with him, and afforded you an opportunity of 
doing it. . 


1732- 

DELAFAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Profperous Jiate of the finances. 

Whitehall, March 3, 173 1-2. I know not what reprefentation maybe 'Waldegrave 
made to the French court of our finances : the finking fund gradually pays 
off our debt, and the farther we proceed, the fafter we fhall go on. Half Extras. 
the land tax taken off, and no more remaining than i s. in the pound, 
which was never Icnown before fince the revolution, muft be popular in 
the country, let the Pulteneyans fay what they will againft it in the houfe, 
and muft be of fervice againft the next eledtion; for no doubt it will be 
known who voted pro and con. The fait tax is fcarce felt ; it is an equal 
tax, and the praftife of all nations pleaSs for it ; and then it is a fund to 
borrow a good fumm of money upon in an emergency; fo that, with 
monfieur Cbavigni’s leave, the adminiftration is not in the low, defperate 
circumftances that he imagines. The government can borrow what fumms 
they pleafe at lefs than 4 per cent. ; and fo far are the creditors from 
preffing for their payments, that 100/. a year in South-fea annuity s will 
coft 2750/., and in the 3 per cent, annuitys 3233/.; which difference of 
483 in the purchafe can, as far as I can learn, be accounted for no other 
way, but that the South Sea annuitys will be firft paid off. Is this a finking 
credit, or a decaying government ? Let the oppofers fay what they will, the 
■generality of people muft have a good opinion of that government whom 
they are fo defirous to truft with their mony; there cannot be a more cer- 

i tain. 
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Period T, taia fign of it. But I am wafting your excellency’s time, in explair 
yoti what you know and underftand much better than I do. . 

173,2. 

THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM TO SIE ROBERT WALP 

States the cmfe of her departure. — Excufes herfelf from variotu imputat 
Requejis him to make an apology to the queen. 

SIR, , Boulogne, June the 6tb, 173: 

Walpole J Hope you’l excufe the liberty I take of troubling you, -on account 

Papers. could judge of no one fo proper for me to adrefs to as yourfelf. 

England, fir, with no other kind of precipitation than was occafioned 
having feme accounts to ftate and pafs with Mr. Athbornott, in a ma 
wanted to prevent any inconvenienCy couid hereafter arife, in cafe the; 
not all fettled to my fatisfafiion with Mr. Athbornot ; and as I heard 1 
imbroil’d fomehow with the care of certain papers relating to the cha 
corporation, and which I being uncertain how he might behave hereir 
what effefls might happen to his fortune or himfelf about his affairs, I w 
able to judge any way of the cpnfequences of, I refolv’d to haften a jour: 
Paris which I always defign’d to make, as many people have heard mt 
tion, in order to part with a houfe I kq)t on there till I faw whether the 
lilh air, after having been i'n Italy, might agree with my fon. 

I know there is a ufual form as I take it only to be efteem’d, of any 
afldng permiflion of the king (or queen in the prefent cireumftance) to j 
of the kingdom ; but even that ceremony, I thought, reach’d not to w 
whofe being in or out of their country feem’d never to be of the leafl 
quence : and as I had not of late had the honour of going to court, I 
thought troubling her majefty with any trifling motions of mine would 
been more an impertinent thing than a refpeflfull one in me. It has hap 
fir, that I have fallen very .ill in this place, confequently have continued 
till I receiv’d advice from Dr. Mead, my phyfician in England, or fbun 
felf enough recover’d to pnrfue my journey. This has given me the 
■opportunity of hearing, fomething quick, the .filly reports, fomehow f 
•concerning a thing done by every body at their pleafure, Lmean taking a 
iiey to Paris : that I went away out of fome apprehenfions, makes one ; 
Jaugh to hear : that I had receiv’d mony in the corporation affair, and I fear 
jtkfgo very of it ; that .1 had papers among fome of the late bilhop of Roch 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCr. 


tiiat I wanted to get again; and that I was affraid of being in England now. Period V. 
As to the firft matter, How improbable ’tis any body jfhould find any reafon ^^73°toi734^ 
,to give me any private mony advantages, is, L think, very obvious to people of 1732 . 
common good judgment (and that made by other fort of people I never did 
nor ever lhall regard), and ’tis full as plain, to my thinking, that I am not ca,- 
pable of taking any that ought to be conceal’d. The report as to thebifliop’s 
papers is as falfe”; and the laft a reflexion, I make no queftion is the fame. If 
I had defign’d that my fon Ihould have ftaid abroad above three weeks or a. 
month, r would have fent him to the queen to take his leave, and have the 
honour to kifs her hand, had his age fuffer’d him to fitt in parliament. 

I thought this detaiU, long as it is, not improper to trouble you with ; and I 
defire the favour of you to take notice of it, or not, to her majeft-y, as you in 
your judgment, fir) lhall decide ; I mean, in cafe any of thefe nonfenficall 
ftorys, or any others, have reached' her ears ;■ or whether my' coming away in 
the manner I did, has happen’d to be reprefented or taken in a light any way 
requires being fett right ; which is a jull'ice I begg the favour, of your doing 
for- me out of this account I give you, and which, I flatter myfelf, you’l be 
pleas’d to do. Though I have not the pretence of any acquaintance with you, fo 
as to give me much claim to the favour I alk, or the trouble I give, yet I hope 
you will excufe both, and believe me t-o be, as I am, &c. 

REPLY OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

MADAM, Hogmagog, near Ncwmarkett, July ift, 1732W 

'Y’ OUR grace’s letter overtook me at this place, at the end of my firft day’s Co^yi. 

journy into Norfolk, whither I had obtain’d the queen’s leave to go for 
a fortnight, to take care of my private aflairs. This diftance from London; 
the fcene of all bufinefle, I hope your grace will think a fufficient excufe for 
my not giving you any further trouble than to aflure you that I am, madam; 
your grace’s moft obedient humble fervant., 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. ' 

Inclofes the preceding letters, and defines him to lay them before the queen. 

DEAR HORACE, Hogi^agog, July lil, 1732, 

MeflTenger juft now (eight at night) brought me the inclofed letter,, which 
he faid he received from the duchefs of Buckingham’s fteward, juft come 
feom her grace at Boulogne. As I thought Ihe deferv’d no regard at all, or at 

leaft 


Walpole 

Papers^. 
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Period V. lead that it was not neceffary for. me to explain to her whether I the 
?73otoi734. pj.„pgj. Qj. jiof to trouble the queen with the contents of her letter, I n: 

1732. abfence the excufe ; a dry one indeed, but free from incivility, and i 
her by the meffenger the inclofed anfwer. Pray lay this choice parcel! 
the queen, with the tender of my mofl humble duty. I have .been verj 
about her majefty’s head-ach. 

1733- 

DELAFAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. ’ 
Death of lord Torrington. — 21 ? be fucceeded by ftr Charles Wager, 

Waldegrave Whitehall, January i8th, 1732-3. My lord Torrington dyed yefterda 

feveral years fubjeft to an afthma ; but this laft illnefs 
Exiraa. fhort, for he was with me at the office no longer ago than laft Fryday, fe^ 
-i-as well as I had feen him for a long time paft; A man of 72 years of ai 
has had his fhare of bufinefs and pleafure, reputation and wealth, maL 
compofition in quilting this life withemt pain or fteknefs. Every body loo 
fir Charles Wager as the perfon who will now be at the head of the a 
the navy ; as indeed I may fay he has been fome time, for tho’ lord To] 
had the name and the appearance of it, fir Charles, by giving way. 
things n'ot effential, and by fuggefting matters in fuch a way that tl 
imagined the firft thought was his own, kept ail in order, without evei 
an y fquabble. The deceafed lord, however, muft be owned to have 
equall to him in his way. The lord chancelor and the fpeaker are ill 
cold, which few efcape ; and both houfes are on that account adjoui 
,next week. We have had little debating as yet when the addrefs^wa: 
in the houfe of comrnons, the beginning of which, about their fatisfad 
the fituation of affairs at home and abroad, .which I expefted would ht 
battled, fir Thomas Afton, member for Leverpoole, flood up and ex] 
diJfatufaCtion ; but he was not fupported, and fo the matter dropt. A 
amendment offered to the addrefs, about the revenues, &c. that was c 
nature that nobody could oppofe it 


l; 
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LETTERS FROM DELAFAYE AND' THOMAS PELHAM TO THE 
EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

On the fubjeB of the excife, and the parliamentarj debates. 


Period V. 

i730toi734. 

1733 - 


Whitehall, March 15th, 1732-3. 

JT is with the greateft pleafure that I am now going to give your excellency Waldegrare 
an account of the fuccefs of yefter day’s debate, which is perhaps one of the 
moll important that has happened fince the revolution. It was opened about 
a quarter before one, by fir Robert Walpole, who fpoke two hours and a quar- 
ter, explaining and fliewing the advantages of his fcheme with fuch perfpicuity 
and ftrength of argument, that every body that heard him allows that he never 
made a better fpeech in his life. After him fpoke alderman Perry^ then fir 
William Yonge, f}r Paul Methuen, Mr. Attorney-general, alderman Barnard, 

Mr. Winnington, Mr. Henry Pelham, Mr. Shippen, fir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr. 

Heathcote, Mr. Solicitor-general, Mr. Pulteney, fir William Wyndham, and then 
fir Robert Walpole clofed the debate ; and about half an hour pafl midnight 
the queftion was put, and carried by 265 againft 204 ; the fulleft houfe that 
has been known this long time ; to thefe muft be added the two tellers, and 
there are befides n members in town that were prevented by ficknefs, and 
one, viz. fir Robert Furnefe, dyed yefterday : fo that your excellency fees this 
matter was well attended. Indeed I look upon it to have been the fheet anchor 
of the difafFe< 5 ted ; and by a particular circumflance that happened without 
doors,, it looks as if nothing can hardly equal the rage of the difappointed cabal. 

The debate was carry’d only by thofe who fpoke for the queftion, with all 
the temper and dignity that was ever known upon fuch an occafion. Thofe 
whofe fpeeches were moft admired were fir Robert,, who pofleft himfelf, and 
was in as high fpirit at the latter end of the day as when he firft fet out ; the 
attorney and the folicitor-general, and fir Jofeph Jekyll; which laft, though 
moft firmly attached to the royal family and to the conftitution, yet, from a 
particular turn of his own, feldom votes with the king’s fervants. Two other 
gentlemen have been named to me who went to the houfe determined to vote 
againft the queftion, yet voted for it upon conviftion ; their principles and the 
company they keep being fuch that this was not in the leaft expedled. -As for 
fir Jofeph, he folemnly protefted that he came undetermined, but perfedlly free 
arid refolved to take that part which upon the debate fliould appear to him the 
moft juft and reafonable ; and that having heard the ftrongeft arguments , on 
one fide, and none on the other but what were trifiihg and evafive, of all 
VOL. III. PART III. s which 
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Period Vs which, on both fides, he made a very handfome and fair recapitulation, he was 
1730101734. queftion. 

1733- I niuft own that, though I did not doubt but the thing would be carry’d, yet 
the majority was greater than I expeded, confidering the artifices that had been 
ufed to inflame the corporations, and engage a majority in feveral of them to 
write to their members to oppofe the fcheme, which could not but have an in- 
fluence upon many of them with regard to their future eledions, which are not 
very diftant. Befides the abolifhing of frauds, perjury, &c. which have been 
too much pradifed in the cuiloms, and other confiderations with refped to 
the duty itfelf, (for tobacco only was the fubjed, wine being refer ved for another 
debate after Eafter,) your excellency will eafily fee the happy effeds of this event. 
Among others, it will fliew the malecontents, that neither the miniftry nor 
the parliament are to be intimidated by popular clamour from doing what is 
for the king and country’s fervice. And then it will give room for taking off 
the land-tax intirely, which will be a fund of two millions, and much more if 
it could be equally laid, ready for any emergency ; and which tax will in fuch 
cafe be more chearfully paid by the landed men, when they fee that they are 
not to be eternally loaded with it ; but that it is laid upon them (if the mif- 
fortunes of the times fliould require it) out of meet neceflity, and to be taken 
off again when that necelEty ceafes. Your excellency will forgive .my in- 
dulging the fatisfadion arifing from thefe comfortable refledions, by mention- 
ing what you, from your own obfervations, will feel much better than I can 
pretend to explain it. I come now to obey my lord duke of Newcaftle’s com- 
mands, by making his excufes for not anfwering your lafl; letters, which he 
will do very foon. - 

I muff add a word about the multitude that crowded the Court of Requefts, 
Weftminfter-hall, and the other places and paffages adjoining to the houfe of 
commons. It could not well be otherwife, where two fuch numerous trades as 
the tobacconifts of all ranks were, and the vintners of all denominations ap- 
prehended themfelves to be concerned ; but there happened nothing like a 
tumult ; and the precaution that had been taken as ufual on like occafions, to 
have juftices of peace and conftables ready in the neighbourhood, proved quite 
unneceflary. As to the diffatisfied vintners and fliopkeepers in country corpo- 
rations, .if any fliould continue fo, their neighbours that have eftates, and by 
whofe cuftom they fubfift, will be eafed”bf the land-tax, and being pleafed witlx 
it, will be able to bring their tradefiuen foon into temper. 

The 
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The names vmder-lined fpoke againft the queftion, the others for it. I omitted 
doing juftice to fir William Wyndham, who made the moft of a bad argument, 
and fpoke extremely well. Terry' % fpeech was the next. The reft of that fide 
were not applauded ; nor did they fpeak fo well as fome of them have talked 
upon other occallons. 

Whitehall, March 19th, 1732-3. When the report was made in the houfe 
of commons laft Fryday of what had been done in the committee of the whole 
houfe the Wednefday before;' it occafioned, as ufual, a frelh debate, which 
lafted almoft as long as the former ; and in the conclufion, the houfe agreed 
with the committee by a majority of 249 againft 189. So the main labour of 
that affair is over, though it muft be carefully attended in all its fteps through 
both houfes, for the opponents will moft probablyliifpute every inch of ground. 
We fhall fee how it will fare hereafter with the fcheme upon wines. Notwith- 
ftanding, all the racket this makes at prefent, when the excife is once fettled, 
and another feffion is over, and people fee that no new one is attempted, 
but that they may eat their bread and cheefe, and their mutton if they have 
any, -without paying any excife for it, they will be eafy ; and the prefent cla- 
mours will be as much forgot as thofe that were made about excifing tea and 
coffee and chocolate, which has improved that revenue to 80,000 /. a-year 
more than it was before. 

Whitehall, April 12th, 1733. ^ already acquainted your excellency 
with the fcheme of turning the cuftoms upon tobacco and wine into an excife, 
and with the progrefs which a bill for this purpofe, fo far as relates to tobac- 
co, was making through the houfe of commons. Nothing certainly could 
be better calculated for a confiderable improvement of the revenue, without 
laying any additional duties, but only by preventing the frauds (and perjury^ 
too frequently praftifed by dealers in thofe commodities, which at the fame 
time would have given an opportunity to take off the land-tax indrely. But 
the mifreprefentations of this defign, artfully fpread over the kingdom, had 
raffed fo much diffatisfaftion, that the flieriffs of the city of London, accom- 
pany’d by fome of the aldermen and many fuibftantial merchants and traders, 
attended the houfe with a petition from the common council againft it j and 
there was realbn to expefl like deputations from many other corporations j fOi 
that, cojjfidering the trouble it would have given during the feffions, and the 
clamour that had been raffed, it was thought advifeble to drop it, m the pan-. 

s 2 ner 
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Waldegrave 

Papers. 


Extras^ 


Papers. 
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Period V. ner that fuch propofals have ufually been as were intended for the publick j 
1730101734. unforefeen accidents or other circumftances, proved unfeafonab 

1733. difficult to be put in execution. 

It was accordingly moved yefterday, by thofe who brought in the bill, i 
journ the fecond reading of it to the 12th- day of June next, before which 
in all probability, the parliament will rife ; upon which the oppofite ] 
taking courage, propofed the rejefting the bill. Yet, though the bringin 
to a queftion met with encouragement inftead of any oppofition, they di 
think fit to put it to the vote, being fenfible how great a majority would 
appeared againft them in fo full a houfe as there was upon this occafion : 
fo the firft motion, for putting off the reading of the bill, was carry’d wi 
any divifion. There will no inconveniency arife from this incident to thi 
vice of the current year, the neceffary funds for it being already fettled i: 
ufual manner, which will always fuffice for the expences of the governi 
and for leffening gradually the publick debts ; and a nation fo wealthy, 
whofe commerce is in fo flourifhing a condition, can never want mea 
raifing fuch firms as will anfwer any extraordinary occafion that can ha 
as the experience of days paft has fufficiently fhewn. In the mean time 
inftance of lenity, and of the regard that is had to the voice of the p« 
even in cafes where they do not judge fo right for themfelves, eanpot but 
a very good effefl:, by increafing the univerfal affection and gratitude o 
nation towards his majefty and his government. And 'your excellency m 
affured, that what has paffed in this affair will occafion no alteration of anj 
in the adminiftration and courfe of publick bufinefs. 

THOMAS PELHAM TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Wald^rave London, April 26, 1733. After waiting thefe three weeks paft for tl 

Papers. patching of a meffenger from hence, I have taken back my letter to your 1 

leacy which has lain fo long in Mr. Delaftiye’s hands. The chief part of it r 
to what was palling here at that time, but as things have taken a differem 
fince, ’tis umieceffary to trouble you with what I had then wrote. Your loi 
has had accounts from the office of the manner of dropping the excife bill 
of fome particular circumftances, that attended it : the enemy, not fatisfied 
fuch a conceffion from the miniftry, were ftill endeavouring to overthro 
friends, but to our great joy we have at laft gained a noble viftory, anc 
a Hop to any farther attempts this feflions at leaft. A petition from the 
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gifts of London for the taking off the excife upon coffee, tea, &c. was rejefted Period V. 
by a majority of one hundred ; and we have fmce carried in a ballot the court 
lift of twenty-one perfons appointed to examine into the frauds of the cuftoms ' 1733. 

by almoft as great a majority. Our fuccefs in thefe two points, added to the 
king’s declared fupport of tl^e prefent miniftry by the examples his majefty has 
already made of fome who would obftrudl their meafures, has effeftually dif- 
appointed the views of the oppofers in the progrefs of this feflions. I lhall 
referve the private circumftances of affairs here till I’ve the honour of feeing 
your lordlhip, which I reckon may be in a fortnight. His grace has a mind I 
Ihbuld be here at air entertainment he propofes to give at Claremont the latter 
end of next week to fome of the foreign minifters ; and as monfieur de 
Richelieu is expeded here in a few days, I imagine he will be one of the com- 
pany. Monfieur de Montmorin I hope has done juftice to his reception here ; 

I faw but fittle of him, for at thofe places where I was'moft likely to fee him, 
he did not feem willing to accept any invitation ; I only din’d with him once 
at Chavigni’s. I am defir’d by Mr. Elliot, a member of our houfe, to recom- 
mend to your excellency’s favour and intereft with colonel Rothes, for the 
difc'harge of a man in his regiment, the cafe of Peter Lobb, which is fett forth 
in the enclofed paper. If any money is neceffary for the recruiting another 
foldier in his room^ Mr. Elliot is very willing to pay it. You have like- 
wife enclos’d a. letter which I received from Marfeilles about a month a«ro 
to deliver to your lordlhip. I beg to add my compliments to lord Chewton, 

'Mr. Waldegrave, and Mr. Jacobs ; and to affure your lordlhip of my being 
ever with the greateft refpedt and fmcerity, &c. 

DELAFAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Whitehall, April 26, 1733. I have already given your excellency an account Waldegrave 
of the propofal made in the houfe of commons by the oppolite party for a com- 
inittee to be chofen by ballot, to inquire into frauds in the cuftoms. They thought Extras. 
they had thereby brought the court into this dilemma : if the motion had been 
rejefted, it would have been faid, that the miniftry durft not ftand the inquiry into 
fads they had Imd down as the principle upon which the excife bill was to be 
founded; if it was carry’d that a' committee Ihould be ch'ofen by ballotting, the 
gentlemen in oppolition have given out fo often, that thofe who voted for the 
court did it againft their real fentiments, meerly for felf-intereft, that they had 
talked themfelves into a belief of it, and had great hopes that a committee, 

chofen 
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Period V. cbofen ill this maaner, would hg,ve been to tlieir mind ; and then it i 
to guefs how this inquifidon would have been managed, and that they i 
1733. have carry’d it higher than to the merchants and the officers of the cul 
who have fo near a relation to the treafury. 

On Tuefday the ballot came on ; a matter indeed of greater confeq' 
than even the excLfebill itfelf. Every member was to give his vote, as it 
in the dark, left intirely to follow his own natural inclinations, or if yoi 
have it fo, the opinion he might have of the duration of the prefent mir 
■ after fuch a fliock as the affair of the exdfe might be thought to have giv 
Both fides afted a manly part in one refped ; theiir refpedtive lifts die 
contain names of any whofe aS'edtions either way might be doubted, bi 
ftanch men and the chief of their party, fuch as Mr. Pelham, Mr. Wa 
Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General, on one fide ; fir William Wynd 
Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, and fir John Barnard, on the other fide, wh 
not even leave out alderman Perry, though his concern in the tobacco 
might make him be lookt upon as not a very proper examiner in fuch a c 
The event was, that the court lift, as it was called, was carry*d by a ma. 
of 85. And fo well did thofe who voted it ftick by one another, that o 
21 chofen, he that had moll votes for him (which were 294) had bi 
more than him who had leaft. The higheft number of the oppofite lil 
209, and the loweft 19 1 ; fo there were 18 men of their party, and but 
the court, that did not put into the glafs plum-lifts, that is, vote for > 
one of the perfons recommended to them. As this committee will nc 
terally anfwer the end of their being appointed, there are materials read 
them, which had been colledted on account of the excife bill. Wee now 
upon all the troublefom part of the feffions to be over, and hope for a fj 
conclufion of it. 

jyaldegrave Whitehall, June 1 8th, 1733. We are now at laft got through our £ 
q £ parliament, which has been but a fower untowardly one, and has give 
nainifters full occupation. The projedl of an excife upon tobacco and 
was, I think m my confeience, an honeft, juft defign. The buyers of 
commoditys pay the fame price for them as if every pound of the one 
every quart of the other had paid the full dutys ; and why part' of the rev 
which the people a'&ually pay, fhould be diverted from the fervice of the 
Mck. to enrich a parcel of knaves, is what cannot be accounted for. How 
world, that isj the lower and more numerous part of it, were made t 
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Heve, that next feffions of parliament fomething elfe would be excifed, and fo Period '' 

on till we Ihould have a general excife upon every thing ufeful or neceffary 

for life ; and by this method of railing taxes, every man’s houfe mult at all 1753.. 

times be open to the olEcers of the revenue. I was always of opinion, that 

even if it went fo far as a general excife, and few or no cuftoms, as it is in 

Holland, we Ihould by this means become a wealthy nation. However, thefe 

mifreprefentations prevailed, and the excife was dropt. 

But I mull: own I was furprjfed that the turning out of three lords for their 
aftivity in fo unreafonable an oppofition, could put matters upon fuch a foot 
in. the houfe of peers, that upon a motion to call for the South-Sea accounts, 

(which had been made and fcarce heeded in the other houfe,} there Ihould be 
an equality, and as the queftion was put, it was, by the forms of parliament, 
carry’d by a prafumitur fro negante. Thofe accounts had already been can- 
valTed by inquilitors of the company’s own, who, if they had any byafs, it 
muft have been on the wrong fide, and found fair and juft ; and the effefl: of 
fo unneceffary a repetition of this inquiry could only be to hurt publick credit.. 

However, fome out of pique, fome out of popularity, and fome perhaps out 
of meer curiofity, made up half the houfe. My lord Scarborough’s being for 
the inquiry gave no little weight to thofe of that opinion : his lordlhip declared 
himfelf fatisfied as to the application of the money arifing from the fale of the 
forfeiting directors’ eftates, and only found fault with its having been done 
without the formality of a general court as the aft of parliament direfted. So 
the managers of the South-Sea company’s affairs came off with reputation, and. 
the value of the ftock has rifen upon it. But the very angry lords would not 
let it go, and made the moft fcandalous proteft that I think ever was : I am 
fure had I been the greateft enemy fir Robert Walpole ever had, I Ihould not 
have been for fuch a paper’s being in the journals for the fake of the dignity 
of the houfe. Every body knows that thefe oppofitions are meant againft a 
minifter, let the queftion be what it will ; but it has not been ufual to record 
it in words at length. This laft ftep has coft the duke of Montrofe and lord 
Marchmont their employments ; and they have but one felfion more to oppofe 
in, for very probably they will not be of the number of Scots peers returned 
upon the next eleftion. There is now a fummer for the minifters to look 
round them, and make their arragemens againft another feffion of parliament. 

It has happened luckily enough, that, during thefe domeftick buftles, 
foreign affairs have not required immediate help. I am much miftaken if 
matters are made up between the emperor and Spain, till one fees, whether 
3 ' the 
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Period V. the affair of Poland will not create troubles, which may make the 
1730101734. to make up with the Spaniards at any rate : that is certainly v 

1733. wayt for, and I cannot fay but it is right policy. In the mean tin 
king Philip grow impatient and abdicate, that will open a new 'fcene. 
court blufters and threatens, makes encampments, and marches'theii 
but I take them to be mere bullys, at leaft during the cardinal’s lif 
bufinefs at his age Ihould be to keep and leave the kingdom in peace, 
he is gone, it cannot be Chauvelin’s interefl; to go into a war, and g 
military man an opportunity to get into the faddle. There can bi 
reafon for them to defire a war, which is the hopes it would divert t, 
of their people at home from their attention to affairs of religion 
them fo much trouble. The time for France to go to war is, in n 
when the emperor dyes without heir male, in order to have his fucce 
cided ; and fo the houfe of Auftria, their rival, brought to noth 
France remain the firft power in Europe. Till then, they fhould f 
men and their mony, and endeavour to grow rich by trade. And n 
excellency has all my politicks, foreign and domeftick. 

Hampton court, July 19, 1733. — Sir Robert Walpole is expeded 
or two from Norfolke, where he has been received with fuch marks o 
and affedtion by the gentlemen in thofe parts, as Ihews the ' rule of r 
being a prophet in his own country not to be without exception, 
whatever endeavours the oppofite party has ufed to make him the obje 
people’s averfion and refentment, and whatever boafts they may make 
fuccefs in it, the ferment they had raifed in town, and in fome corp 
either did not reach other places, or is quite fubfided. 

At Oxford, where there had been fome riotous rejoicings by the to 
on account of the excife being dropt, in which a verj^ few of th 
fcholars joined, the vice-chancellor, who, under a fair outfide, is rr 
pefted of being not only what he profeffes, a tory, but even a rank 
would have difcouraged the fpeaking, in the publick exercifes at the 
of any thing but what was merely fcholaftick, under pretence that 
not be prudent to venture upon any complements to the king and t 
family and prefent government, left they fhould be hift ; yet as hewa 
to give way to it, I had the pleafure of hearing feveral copy's of ve 
feffedly on thofe fubjedls, in which were fome very ftrong lines, 
would have thought, by the general notion given out of the way of 
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Rt that univerfiity, would not have been well heard there ; and they were unL 
verfally clapt, there not appearing among an audience of above 3000 people 
the leaft fign of diflike. This inftance Ihews how little credit ought to be 
given to the reprefentations fpread abroad by the malcontents of the nation’s 
being generally uneafy and difaffeded. I am, &c. 

THE REV. MR. MEADOWCOURT TO DELAFAYE. 

On the rejoicings at Oxford for the reUnquifhment of the excife fcheme. 

Merton College, April 16, 1733. Thefpirit of Jacobitifm that for fome years 
has flept at Oxford, has been rowz’d up again on the late foolilh occafion. 
The night that the news came here that the excife bill was dropp’d, bon- 
fires were made, moppets with liars and blue garters were burnt, and the 
univerlity bells, with the bells of the parilh churches, were rung all night. 
The next night the mob was entertained again with bonfires and moppets •: 
great numbers of gowns-men appear’d openly in the ftreets, throwing money 
amongfl the rabble, and reviving the old cries of Ormond, Bolingbroke, king 
James for ever, &c. On the third night the fame cries were repeated, and the 
fame pranks were begun to be plaid, till the vice-chancellor thought fit to fend 
to the xnayor to keep his towns-men in order, and the prodors ventur’d abroad 
and difpers’d tbe academical rabble. As I am forry to fee a return of that 
foul, malignant fpirit, that I once refilled almoll unto blood, fo am I con- 
vinc’d from hence that the fame meafure of leaven is Hill fermenting in this 
learned lump, that the high ecclefiafticks are not to be reclaim’d by generofity 
and indulgence, and that nothing will fatisfy the tory-clergy but the recovery 
of thofe church-lands and that church- power of which they think themfelves 
facrilegioully robb’d. What was done here, was done by the youth of this 
place. But the great boys at the univerfity, like the leffer boys at fchool, 
would be void of all forts of prejudices, were they not inftill’d into them by 
the mailers in one place, and by the tu tours and governours of colleges in the 
other. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO BARON GEDDA* 

On the oppoftion to fir Robert Walpole, and to the excife. — Interference and in- 
trigues of Chavigny nvith the oppoftion. 

OU would doe me great injullice if you did not attribute ray long filence 
to fo good a friend to the multiplicity of affairs in parliament, and parti- 
cularly at a time when things have been carryed on both lides with foe much 
VOL. ixi. PART HI. T fpirit 
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fpirit and vivacity. But I can affure you, that notwithftanding the artful 
j prefentations, and hopes of our enemys to gett the better, I was never ui 
the lead: uneafinefle for the confequence of thefe troubles ; for as it is 
known, that the king our mafter has never had any defigns, and never 
have to attempt any thing againfh the liberty and laws of this nation ; anc 
minifter never did, and never will give any advice contrary to the conftitu 
of the country and the vvell-being of the people ; it is irapoflible that 
ialfe infinuations of the difaffeffed and difcontented fliould have any grc 
effeft, than to delude the ignorant and mifgufded people for the prefent, 
things fhould be putt into a clear and juft light. The affair of the excife. 
though calculated to no other purpofe than to procure an honeft and fair 
ledfion of the duties on tobacco and wine, which are really paid by the pec 
but loft in a great meafure to the publick, on account of the variety of fr; 
in the colleffion, occafioned a more than ordinary convulfion in the nation, 
account of the groundlefs fuggeftions of our enemys, as if every thing n< 
fary for life was to have a new tax upon it, which were artfully ftired up 
the multiplicity of merchants that would loofe by the corredtion of frauds, 
promoted by the malcontents difappointed in their views. However, as 
matter was in an honourable manner withdrawn, and the country gentlei 
were convinced that the intended excife was founded on an honeft print 
to prevent frauds, and with a view to eafe them of the burthen of the 1: 
tax, which they had borne fo many years, the defign of the enemies of 
adminiftration, by his majefty’s refolution and courage, have proved enti 
abortive j and things, I think, are, notwithftanding the induftry ufed to 1 
the nation in a ferment, upon as quiet and firm a foot as ever. 

I am perfuaded from what you write to me, as well as from the experie 
I have had of the cardinal’s integrity and difcretion, that his eminence j 
orders to monfieur Chavigny not to concern himfelfe any ways in thefe 
turbances. But I can affure you, that notwithftanding thefe orders 
minifter has been as induftrious as poffible, by a moft notorious condufl; 
only to foment thefe troubles, hut alfoe to make them appear abroad m 
greater than they are, in order to give the worft impreflion and opinion of 
majefty’s affairs ; and for that purpofe on one fide he has conftantly frequet 
thofe perfons that are moft inveterate againft his majefty’s government and 
miniftration, afted in a ftridt confidence with them, and efpecially with i 
Bolingbroke and his particular intimates ; has received his intelligence f 
them, given the moft malicious turns, in prejudice of thofe that ferve his maje 
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to every thing that has palTed in parliament ; and conftantly alarmed the reft of Period 
the foreign minifters, as if the government was in the greateft danger, or at lead ^^73° toi 
the adminiftration could never ftand. He lives, eats, and drinks with the 1733 
enemys of the king’s government, and after a bottle, carrys his liberty fo far as 
to joyn with them, as we are informed, in talking treafon. 

No fooner has any- body felt the difgrace of the court, but he immediately 
finds a kind welcome from monfieur Chavigny. Lord Stair, with whofe cha- 
rafter you are well acquainted, and whofe haughty intriguing charader hath 
drawn upon him the difpleafure of the king, was immediately upon it ex- 
tremely careffed by and taken into the friendlhip of this minifter, notwith- 
ftanding his lordftiip’s known antipathy and inveterate averfion to the French 
nation ; and others that have found the fame fate from their oppofition to the 
king’s meafures, have met with the fame kindnefs from Chavigny, as if by 
their behaviour they had done what would be agreeable to the French court. 

In fhort, he isj as I hinted before, the creature of lord Bolingbroke, his devoted 
admirer and difciple, defcribes him as the ableft, the honefteft, and the beft of 
men ; and every body that is no friend to that lord is a knave, a fool, or the 
weakeft of men in monfieur Chavigny’s eyes. 

In concert with this lord, this French minifter has, as we have good reafon 
to believe, undertaken to fordent a convulfion in this government, and a war 
in Europe. In order to bring about the firft, he encourages all perfons and 
pradtices againft the court ; ridicules, blames, and decrys all the Englifti minif- 
ters 5 paints them on all occafions as having loft their parts as well as their 
credit, as being fo odious to the nation, and in fo tottering a condition that 
their fall is inevitable ; extolls their enemys as able men and good patriots, 
and as having concerted fuch riieafures as cannot fayl of fuccefs. He has un- 
dertaken in concert with lord Bolingbroke, as we are informed, to engage to 
foment a war, as far as is poffible, as what may embarrafs this nation, and. in 
confequence the miniftry extremely. For that phrpofe, in converfation with 
his confidents, he defcribes us as well as Holland to be exhaufted, and in fo 
weak and divided a condition, as not to be able to take any vigorous meafures 
in defence of ourfelves, and 'much lefs to fupport our allys if called upon. 

But to remove all objedlions he artfully fuggefts, that in cafe a blow is ftruck 
that does not immediately ‘affeft this nation or the Low Countrys, he flatters 
himfelfe that we fhall keep at a diftance ; lhall, in effeft, on account of our di- 
vifions, the fmall credit of the minifters, and the little refource which he pre- 
' T 2 ' tends 
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Period V. tends wc have in our finances, abandon our allys, and be glad to keep o 
1730101734.. collar. 

' 733 - This is a language that he is fo fond of, that he does not only hold it to p; 
ticular.perfons in confidence, but ventures to talk to the fame purpofe ev 
to the face of the king’s fervants ; and in cafe he is contradidted in his vain ai 
extravagant furmifes, he reprefents the perfons that prefume to have f 
much courage, as enemys to France, and as fuch as only putt on a good cou 
tenance in a bad caufe. In cafe he is fufFered to talk thus impertinently, ai 
without an anfwer, and with a filent contempt, he immediately plumes hii 
felf upon if, thinks himfelf all triumphant, and looks upon fuch a filence as 
certain concurrence in his opinion. Then he ftruts and looks big, fwells wi 
tlie thoughts of a noble war, and of fupporting the glory of France, which . 
fays cannot be done without an immediate war. All this while he continues 
certain fuppleneffe and grimace towards fome of the minifters, of which I a 
one, pretends he avoyds importuning them, while he is night and day wi 
their enemys, becaufe they are fo taken up with parliamentary and other affaii 
that he would not incommode them. Thus while this poor creature, as yc 
know he really is, (any otherwife than as he reprefents fo great a monarch 
is adting the part of a Charlatan, a part entirely unworthy of the charadter 1 
bears, and I am perfuaded both contrary to the inclination and orders of tl 
cardinal ; monfieur Chauvelin looks upon himfelfe as the moft refined, tl 
moil capable, and the deepeft politician, as being able to create a flame : 
Europe, and a civil war in England. 

In the mean while his artifices and little tricks are thoroughly known ar 
equally defpifed, neither will any notice be taken of him by way of complai 
to his court or rebuke to himfelfe ; and if he has that mighty power he aflume 
and does not doubt of effedling to bring on a war in Europe, we fliall patient 
expedt the blow, but not without being prepared to defend ourfelves, and 
make our engagements good with our allys. But what is moil extraordinai 
in this unaccountable condudl, is that while he every day of his life adls a pa 
which ought to fend him from hence, and make us infill: upon his being r 
called, I am lately told he has complained of Mr. Pelham, as having held 
difcourfe to the difadvantage of France, and made fuch an impreflion on yoi 
court to Mr. Pelham’s prejudice^ as if they had fome thoughts of deinandir 
his recall. This matter having been founded, is found to be entirely falfe wii 

regal 
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regard to the pretended difcourfe of Mr. Pelham * ; and indeed it is impoffible Period V. 
for any body, on all occalions, to exprefs himfelfe with more regard than that J 734 - 

gentleman does towards the French court, where he has met with particular 1733. 
civilitys, and is dayly proud of them, with more attachment perfonally towards 
his- eminence and monfieur Chauvelin. But is it not amazing that fuch a 
creature as monfieur Chavigny, who obferves no meafures here, who even is 
often very free with the perfon of the cardinal himfelfe, as being the author 
of all the difgraces which France, according to him, fuffers by his meek and 
paeifick temper, fhould intimate any thing to the prejudice of a young gentle- 
man that is, by his comportement, agreeable to every body in all places? 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THOMAS PELHAM. 

Opens a correfpondence with one Martin, a Roman catholic priejl. 

SIR, London, November loth, 1733. 

^HERE are many fecret Intelligences which I have troubled you with ; and Waldegrave 
although none have hitherto turned to any great account, I cannot but 
think, in this time of general commotion, all offers are to be entertained which Private, 
can poffibly tend to any difeovery. Among the reft, I think I fent'you a let- 
ter from one, who then figned Ed, Hungate, from Compeigne, and direfted 
him to correfp'ond with you. I have fince received another letter from the 
fame hand, but figned Ed. Martin, which I take to be the perfon’s true name, 
and he is one that I formerly knew in England, and, from former correfpond- 
encies, not altogether ufeleffe. I remember and knew his hand-writing ; he is a 
popifli prieft, of a good family of that name in Suffolk. Fie now offers fervice 
of great confequence, as he reprefents it, and his propofal is to come over di- 
redtly to England, if I will fend him wherewithal to bear the expences of his 
journey. His prefent addreffe is A Monfieur Martin, chez Ics Jacobins au Mans 
par Paris ; and from thence his letter is dated and I obferve on the cover to his 
letter there is a poll ftamp, du Mans, and wrote on it Franc, Jiifqv*(t Paris ; and 
this letter direfted to me, I fhould fancy, could not paffe through fo many 
hands unobferved. However, fir, I know no way of correfponding with him, 
with any degree of fafety, but through your channel. I have, therefore, here 
inclofed a letter to him, open for your perufal, to be fealed and forwarded, to him, 
and diredfed him to come privately to you as you fltall appoint ; and pray give 


* Thomas Pelham, fecretaiy to the enibaffy at Paris. 
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Period V. him all aflurances of fecrecy, and fafety, and reward. If, upon talking to him, 
riiateriai, and he infifts upon it, pray give him what he demands, 
^733- and fend him forward for England. If he is willing to open and explain him- 
felf to you, It will be of the fame ufe, and I fliould like it better, for it will not 
be the firft time that I have been drawn in, under thefe kinds of pretences, to 
bear the expences of their couriers both to and from foreign parts. 

As for your fecond, hir. Sempill, I agreed with him for 200 1 . per annum as 
long as he Ihould render fervice to fatisfaftion, which I forgott to defire you will 
pay him. and lett him know you have fuch orders, and whatever niony you dif- 
burfe upon thefe accounts, pray draw^ upon me for. I paid this \veek a bill of 
50 1 , drawn by our old friend Sample ; pray lett him know no more will be, 
accepted or paid. I think he lliould not quite ftarve ; and if you will lett him 
know you will pay him about 50 1 . per annum, and no more, it is but juftice ; 
and ’tis wonderful how the fool could think to draw bills upon me by the 
common poll, and with his own hand, and not be difcovered. 

Let Mr. Martin know, whatever he thinks of fending me mull come through 
your hands by a courier. It is ftrange fuch men Ihould think of venturing 
fuch correfpondences by the poll. , 

Waldegrave London, November 15, 1733. On Sunday laft I had wrote the letter to you 
which accompanies this, and waited for the going of the melTenger. I have 
Private. fince received another letter this morning from the fame perfon, tranfmitted to 
me by lord Walgrave ; but as I had already taken the liberty to give you the 
trouble of this correfpondence, and as lord Walgrave is often at Fontainbleau, 
and may be abfent from Paris when the gentleman comes, I chofe rather to 
continue it with you, than trouble his lordfhip unneceffarily. You will be pleafed 
to acquaint lord Walgrave with this, with my humble refpefts. Be pleafed to 
feal up the letter to Mr. Martin, and convey it with your proper orders, in the 
fafeft manner to him. 

Mr. Martin in his lafl: letter to me mentions one Courteville ; I know the 
perfon he taeans ; defire him in particular to explain himfelf upon that fub.* 
jeft. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

DeJIres that Martin may be font to England. 

MY LORD, London, January 31(1, 1733-^. 

J Have waited for the fending of a meffenger to return you my thanks for the 

trouble your lordlhip has had in relation to Mr. Martin’s correfpondence. 
By his laft letter, he is fo very preffing to come over to England, and promifes 
fuch fervices, that I think he had bell be fent over. I beg, therefore, your lord- 
fhip will immediately fend to him, order him to come over to England, and be 
pleafed to furnilh him with 50 1. for his journey, and draw upon me for the 
money. 

It is not improbable that this Martin may have been the fame perfon who, in the 
following ajionymous letters, announced the defgn of a lunatic Roman Catholic to 
affcffiTWte fr Robert Walpole. They are without the date of the year, direhled to 
Sir Robert Walpole in Arlington-ftreet ; which proves that they were written 
after 1725, when the minifter was made knight of the Bath, arid before 1730, 
•when he transferred his refidence from Arlington-Jlreet to Jdowning-Jireet. The 
mincer obferves, in one of the preceding letters, that he knew Martin and was ac- 
quainted with his hand-writing. 

Monday, April 24. What I am now going to tell you will very much 
furprife you j and though it is a matter in which I am to be very tender and cir- 
cumfpeft, as far as the Ration of life in which I am, and my confcience will 
permitt, I will render you all the fervice I can. I am a prieft in the church of 
Rome, and have a penitent who has fuffered lately very much in the charitable 
corporation, even to the mine of his fortune : this, with fome other lolTes, has 
made him fo defperate, that he has often owned to me, in confeffion, that he is 
under frequent temptations of laying violent hands on himfelf, being unable to 
ftruggle with poverty. I feverely rebuked him, and gave him all the good ad- 
vice I could, by ufing arguments to deterr him from fo impious a delign. On 
Saturday laft he was with me when the publick printed papers came in ; and 
upon reading the letters of the perfons who hanged themfelves laft week in 
Southwark, he very much admired their refolution and bravery, and feemed 
even to juftifie the cruelty in the killing a child. We argued very warmly on 
the matter, when he declared, with unufual vehemence and paffion, that, if he 
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Ihould come to a refolution of killing himfelf, he would not dye alone. Sur- 
prifed with this extravagance, 1 alked him what he meant; he replyed, I will 

take that dog W e with me, and faid he had as much refolution as any 

Felton whatever. Amazed at this declaration, I told him, that if he would be' 
fo wicked as to kill himfelf, he had no right to take away another man’s life. 
To which he anfwered. If I am to be damned, as you fay, for killing myfelf, I can 
be no more for any body elfe, and I flial render very great fervice to my coun- 
try. To which he added. If I had been under the fame misfortunes laft fummer 
I could have killed him twenty times a-hunting ; and you may be hire, as I Ihould 
doe it with a refolution of dying myfelf, I would not be taken alive. I conjured 
him with tears in my eyes to lay afide thofe impious thoughts, and to fubmitt 
himfelf to Providence. 

After this he parted in better temper, and I was pleafed with a promife he 
made .me of endeavouring to Ilruggle with his temptations ; however, being 
very uneafy on this account, I made him a viht lafl; night, when, to my mortifi- 
cation, I found him relapfed, and ftrongly poffell that it was lawful to kill him- 
felf and any body elfe whom he Ihould judge an enemy to his country. This 
principle makes me remember a queftion of confcience, which he put to me 
about a month agoe : whether or no it was not lawful to kill a tyrant or pub- 
lick oppreflbur, when he could not be brought to juftice by ordinary means. I 
told him, that though the Greeks and Romans, who were heathens, admired 
what they called tyrannicide, that chriftianity had abolifhed all fentiments of re- 
venge ; that the fame religion which had commanded us to forgive our enimies, 
would not permitt us to kill them. He feemed for a little while to acquiefce to 
thefe arguments, but immediately refumed his former fentiments. The man is 
in his temper refer ved and melancholly, but withall very cholerick, and in his 
notions of government a very great republican ; of which principle there are too 
many in England of our communion. He feems to me to be a little touched ; 
and if this diforder of mind Ihould increafe, he is the moll likely perfon I know 
to doe fuch a defperate thing, being one of the moil .determined and refolute 
men with whom I was ever acquainted. This affair has broke my reft to-night, 
and made me come tb a refolution of letting you know this matter : this is all I 
can doe without naming the perfon, which woud be a crime in me equal to fa- 
crilege, and for which the laws of our church have provided nO lefs a punilh- 
ment than burning alive. Thus, fir, I have done all I poffibly canto ferve you, 
and I humbly hope, in return, you will be fo good as to keep this advife fecret ; 

for 
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for if it fliould corae to be talked of, the party wou’d know that 1 had betrayed 
him, which wou’d be very fatal to my reputation ; becaufe all what has paft be- 
tween us, was either under the immediate feal of confeflion, or related to what 
he had confell before, which is the fame thing, upon the truft and confidence he 
repofed in me as being his confeffour. 

A. O. 

P. S. ' I mull once more conjure you not to lett this letter be known ; it 
would be a very great fatisfaftion to be informed by fame publick advertifement 
that this is come to your hands. 

Fryday, April 28. My being very much afflifted for two days with the 
ftone, is the reafon that I have not fooner thanked you for the fatisfaflrion you 
gave me, as I was under the laft uneafines till I had given you notice, fo it wou’d 
have continued, if you had not been fo good as to advertife that you had received 
my letter. As to my having the honour of feeing you, it can be of ho confe- 
quence either to you or me ; there being nothing that I cannot tell you by let- 
ter, as w'^ell as by word of mouth ; fo that my not waiting on you proceeds not 
from any diftrufl; or apprehenfion that you woud take advantage of my putting 
myfelf in your power, the cruel laws of q^ueen Elizabeth being ftill in force. 
No, fir, fuch a thought cou’d not enter into my head, that my good intentions 
to ferve you cou’d be fo requited ; nor is it any diftruft of myfelf. I thank God 
he has given me the grace to be above any temptation, though life itfelf were at 
flake ; but I am at the fame time fenfible how natural it is for you to prefs me 
to let you know who the perfon is, which in my cafe is impoffible. 1 wou’d 
fooner bite out my tongue thari break the facred obligation I lye under of not 
revealing the perfon of my penitent, in which wee are to be fo very cautious, as 
to fay or doe nothing which can poifibly, by niaking a difcovery, bring him into 
peril or trouble. The leaft indifcretion or inadvertency, which Ihould have that 
confequence, woud be equally puniflied, though no defign appeared with a vo- 
luntary commiflion of that crime ; of this we have many inflances in our church ; 
fo that the uneafines of being preft to a thing with which it is impoflible to 
comply, I hope will be a juft excufe for my not waiting on you. If wee can 
divert him from this madnefs and fecure you, it is all that is neceffary; that 
being done, there can be nothing left on your fide, fir, but curiofity, which I 
am fure you wou’d not gratify at the expence of my foul and body, who have 
no defign but to doe good to you, and all mankind. In order to this I have 
acquainted his fi-iends with the dangerous difpofitioii of mind under which he 
VOL. III. PART III. u labours, 
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labours, and have warned them to take care of him ; fo that he is narrowly 
watched to prevent his doing mifchief to himfelf, and I hope to others. This is 
all I cou’d doe in this cafe ; I cou’d not tell them of his defign on any body elfe, 
that being permitted only to be communicated to the party immediately con- 
cerned ; and for your further fecurity, I am now perfwading him to make a 
tour into Flanders this fummer, where he has fome very near relations in orders. 
It is a journey which he has had a mind to make for fome years paft, and I 
perfwade him to it now on pretence of diverting his melancholly, which feeras 
to grow flronger on him. If I can effeft this, I defign to goe with him, and will 
undertake to prevent his doing any mifchief on this fide the water this fummer 
at leaft, being in hopes that the good advice he will meet with there, and time, 
will cure this diforder of his mind. You were pleafed, fir, in your advertife- 
ment, in cafe I Ihould come to you, not only to promife fafety and fecrecy, but 
fatisfaftion, by which I fuppofe you wou’d have me underlland a reward. If 
you will believe me on the word of a prieft, that was the leaft of my thoughts 
when I did myfelf the honour to write to you ; what I did was purely out of a 
principle of confcience and humanity. Alas, fir, I am a poor old man, under 
vows of poverty, and have nothing to doe with money myfelf, beyond the ne- 
ceflaries of life. My chief buifnefs here is to beg charity for others, the diftreft 
families of catholics here, and the poor religious of both fexes abroad ; on that 
account alone I Ihou’d be very thankful for any bounty you fhal think fitt to 
give : the defire of doing good, efpecially to the diftreft, being the only paflioa 
I have left, after having renounced the world fo many years. 

A. O. 

P. S. I hope the account I have given will make you eafy, and that you will 
be fo good as to keep fecret what has paft between us. 

May 8. If it will be any fatisfaftion to you, I can now inform you, that the 
perfon, of w^hofe dangerous difpofition I thought it my duty to give you an ac- 
count lately, is at laft perfwaded to goe over into Flanders. I have taken a 
great deal of pains to bring him to confent, and I will hurry him away for 
fear he flioud change his mind, being refolved to goe on Fryday. It is my 
profeffion to beg, and I am obliged to afk whomever I think will give to the relief 
of the diftreffed. If you, fir, think I have done you any fervice, and are pleafed. 
to give any charity for the diftreft, if you pleafe to diredf any fmall bill in a 
cover to Mr. Robert Ofbom-, at St. Margaret’s coffee-houfe, Kingtftreet, Weft- 
minfter, you will have the prayeK of many good people, and particularly, &c. 

A. O. 
REMARKS 
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REMARKS IN THE HAND-WRITING OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 1730101754. 

i- II— — I j 

On the part which Great Britain ought to take in the prefent Jltuation of affairs. *733* 

December 24 th, 1733. In confidering what part it is moil advifeable to Orford 

. Great Britain to take in the prefent fitnation of affairs in Europe, it will be 
neceffary, in order to avoid prolixity and confufion, to reduce the whole con- 
fideration to as few points as poflible j which I think may very properly be done 
imder the following heads : 

Firft, Whether we ought to comply with the demands of the emperour, and 
admitt the prefent war carried on againff the emperour to be a cafus foederis upon , 
our defenfive alliances, and upon that foot enter into the war. 

Secondly, How far the dangers that may threaten the liberties of Europe, 
and in confequence our own intereft and fecurity, call upon us to putt a flop to 
and oppofe the progreffe of the arms of the three crowns. 

Thirdly, Whether the mediation of the maritime powers will prove effedual 
In putting an end to the prefent war ; or, if that does not fucceed, which of the 
two meafures that Teem now to offer is the moft eligible to be purfuedj viz. 

Whether we fliould endeavour to detach the king of Sardinia from France and 
Spain, by fecuring to him the Milanefe ; and then, in conjyndion with the Im- 
perial troops and the troops of Sardinia, endeavour to drive both branches of 
the houfe of Bourbon intirely out of Italy. Or, whether, if neceflity and the 
circumftances of the emperour fhould compel him to think of complying with 
what has feemed all along to be the view of the queen of Spain, of dividing 
Spain from France by a marriage with don Carlos and one of the archducheffes, 
we fhould not rather choofe to acquiefce in fuch an accommodation, than enter 
into an open war againfl France and Spain for the recovery of Italy, and for 
preventing the dangerous and ambitious views of the houfe of Bourbon. 

As to the firft article, it feems already to be determined for the prefent, by 
the meafures we have enter’d into with the States General j and it is fufficient 
for my prefent puipofe to fay, that the refolutions taken jointly by the maritime 
powers may be very well juftified when that is the queftion. 

As tO: the fecond head, what part it may be incumbent upon us to take, ex- 
clufive of our engagements with the emperor, in defence of the common caufe, 
and our own intereft and iecurity, it muft be confider’d, at what time, and in 
what manner we fhall enter into a war, 'if it becomes unavoidable. And here 
it muft be allowed that Great Britain can neither with fafety nor prudence ea- 
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Period V. ter into this war but in conjunftion with the States. Lett us admitt that it is a 
1730101734. common eaufe betwixt us ; as they are more nearly and more immediately 
1733. concern’d, it will be expedted that they fhould go hand in band with us, and 
unite in our common defence. I will not enter into the confideration of the 
advantages and prejudices that mull attend our being ingaged in a war againft 
France and Spain, and the Dutch continuing in a Hate of neutrality ; they are 
too evident, and we muft conclude it is what this nation cannot, will not 

bear. , 

What then muft be done in this cafe? The Dutch ftill decline taking any part. 
It is to be hoped, that, although they would not fuffer themfelves to be forc’d 
into a war by the emperour, nor to be drawn into it infenfibly by us, of which 
they conceived very great though groundlefs jealoufies ; if the common danger 
becomes very evident, andit lhall appear that the views of the houfe of Bourbon 
are truly formidable, that the Dutch will be convinc’d by the common enemy 
to do what they could not hitherto be prevailed upon to think of. In the mean 
time it muft be confefs’d, that the maritime powers have afted very pru- 
dently and juftifiably in the part they have hitherto taken. 

But if the Dutch, from an incapacity of bearing the burthen of another war, 
of which, when once begun, no man can forefee or determine the conclufion ; 
or not enough alarm’d with the views and engagements of the confederated 
powers, and ieffe apprehenfive of the common danger than it may reafonably 
be thought they ought to be, fhould perfift in a refolution to try all means 
lather than ingage in a war, what part will it be advifable for Great Britain to 
take, feparately or jointly with the Dutch, to putt an end to the prefent war, 
and at leaft to make the dangerous confequences as little fatal to the liberties 
of Europe as is poflible ? And I cannot but take ' it for granted, that in what- 
ever meafures are to be purfued, the maritime powers fhould endeavour to adt 
in concert, that they may have greater weight in any accommodation, and be. 
better able to fupport themfelves in cafe of extremity. 

MEMORANDUMS IN THE HAND-WRITING OE SIR. ROBERT' 

WALPOLE. 

On the marriage between an arcMuchefs and the infant of Sfain.. 

JT muft be admitted that the Imperial court has been all along divided upon 
the queftion of the marriages j and it may be fuppofed, that a deference 
for the opinion of Great Britain has had great weight in , poftponing that af- 
fair ; and from the beginning of this year to this prefent time, the menaces of 

the 


Orford 

Papers^ 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. ] 

the Imperiall court have plainly tended to this fingle point. There feems like- Period 
wife at prefent to be no doubt, but that the court of Spain is now difpos’d to 
make fome overtures to us upon this head, if we fhow’d the lead inclina- 1733,. 
tion to hearken to them. This will make us in fome meafure anfwerable for 
'all the confequences j if, by diffuading, or at leaft diverting the emperour on 
one hand from the only expedient that he feems to have at prefent of extri- 
cating himfelf j and on the other hand, by flighting the offers of the court of 
Spain, we fhould be the principal authors of bringing things to an extremity, 
and of continuing the war. 

To the emperour we fliall be inexcufable, if we obftrudJ: this only meafure 
of faving himfelf from deflrudlion, and do not at the fame time affifl him in 
what he calls his jufl demands. To Spain our condufl will l^e thought rnoft 
provoking, if we defeat their mofl favourite fcheme, and rather choofe to en- 
ter into a war againfl them, than fubmitt to their terms of reconciliation with 
the emperour. And as to the court of France, I cannot fee the leaft reafon to 
conclude that they are at all inclin’d to this marriage, and therefore it ought 
not to be looked upon as a fcheme concerted for aggrandifing, the houfe of 
Bourbon. As little it is to be apprehended, that if Spain was thus detach’d 
from France, that France would look upon it as a fufficient caufe to carry on 
the war againft the powers that would be united to fupport this fcheme. 

If the chief apprehenfion is, that fuch a marriage would tend to aggrandife 
the houfe of Bourbon, and make them hereafter upon future events formidable 
to all Europe, lett it be conflder’d how great and imminent is the prefent 
danger, if the fucceffe of the arms of France and Spain fliould be carried 
much farther by continuing the war ; and whether, unleffe it can be fliowa 
that there will be a fufEcknt power to refift them, united and allied, the courfe 
of another year’s fuccefsfujl campaign may not make the houfe of Bourbon im- 
mediately mafters of all Europe ; in which cafe we fiiould bring immediately 
upon ourfelves the mifchiefs which we only apprehend may happen in future 
times. If the danger to Europe arifes from the union in the houfe of Bour- 
bon, the feparating them anfwers that apprehenfion. If the emperour and 
.Spain had been reconciled before the war was declar’d, the war had polfibLy 
been prevented, at leaft had been leflTe formidable. 

All that we have lately feen is very expreffe upon the concern France was- 
under leaft Spain Ihould have made up with the emperour. This marriage is 
mentioned in a, moft emphatical manner as an argument to induce the king of 
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Don Carlos and the pragmatick fandtion have been the caufe of all the 
troubles in Europe for near twenty years laft paft. — Can they be reconciled, 
and how ? — ^Has confanguiruty or relation by marriages ever among princes 
outweighed the prefent interefl: of the princes concerned ? — What has been 
hitherto the cafe between France and Spain ? — What regard has France Ihewn 
to the court of Turin but for intereft ? — What effedt has the alliance between 
the houfes of Hanover and Berlin ? — ^Would another marriage in thofe femilies 
make the friendfhip more certain and of longer duration than the ties of inte- 
reft kept them together ? — If Spain and don Carlos are brought to guaranty 
the pragmatick fandtion,' may not that prevent the troubles that are threatened 
by France upon that event ? — If this marriage is to be looked upon as the caufe 
of the houfe of Bourbon, what gave the alarm to France upon the firft treaty 
of Vienna, which occafioned the treaty of Hanover? — The firft point, to 
ftrengthen and fecure ouffelves at home. — The emperor diftrefs’d but by his 
own negleQ:. — ^The allies exhaufted at a great expence of men and money-— 
We continue in a ftate of mediation. 


1734 - 


sir CHARLES WAGER TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Approves not entering into the war until the new parliament is chofen, — but enforces 

the propriety of being prepared. 

SIR, January yth, 1733-4* 

Walpole '^IVE me leave to make a remark or two. And firft in relation to England’s 
entring into a warr till a new parliament is chofen ; which is certainly 
wry right, if it can be avoided ; but will it not be neceflary for us to make fuch 
preparations, efpecially by fea,,as may prevent our being furpriz’dby a fleet of 
50 or 60 French and Spanlfli men of warr in our chanell, who may be tempted, 
if they find us unprepar’d, not only to infult us, and block up all our trade, 
Jbut to make a defcent, if encourag’d by our maiecontents at home with an in- 

furedUon; 
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ftireflion ; and for which purpofe they may fend over by degrees great numbers 
of men to joyn with them ? And I am told, that above 300 Irilh have been 
not long ago landed at Harwich, who faid they were deferters from t-he'French 
army (and perhaps they were fo) ; wherefore, I fear it will be neceffary to have 
a good fleet equip’d as foon as the feafon of the year will admit, though there 
will be very great difficultys and very great expence in doing it. And in cafe 
a w'arr does not enfue, it will be faid, as ufuall, that we are at the fame expence 
as if we were in warr, without doing ourfelves or allies any fervice ; and the 
difcharging fuch a great number of men, after a few months fervice, would be 
attended with great inconveniencies and difcontent : but, nevertbelefs, it feems 
to me neceffary to be done. But if a warr can be avoided by any projeft of 
accomodation, in conjunftion with the Dutch, fo as to put a flop to the hofti- 
lities againfl; the emperor by the confederate princes, we lhall no doubt, by 
fuch delay, be more ready, Ihould there be a necellity to enter into the warr, 
than we can poflibly be without it. Rut, except the emperor, by his troops 
coming into Italy, (which I hope ftill is prafticable,) can put a flop to the pro- 
grefs of the confederate armys, will they not be fo elated by their fucceffes this 
campaign, as not to hearken at all even to reafonable terms of accomodation J- 
Therefore the third propofition of endeavouring to divide the allies, by bring- 
ing the Spaniards to conlider what is really their trueft intereft, viz. to gain 
that by an accomodation which they are endeavouring to gain by force ; and 
with the adkion of fo advantageous a match for don Carlos, without running 
the hazard of loofing what he has allready; which Ihould the emperor be fuc- 
cefsfull (which is not impoflible) may be the cafe, and by that means loofing 
the match too , which has been fo long defired. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

Suggejis to the Imperial iiiinijiers the heji mode of proceeding. — thinks that the 
emperor may be again induced to make a dijlin^lion between the. king and parlia^ 
ment. — Imprudent condudi of the Imperial court. 

DEAR TOM, January 8 — X9th, I733*4i 

J Am afraid my application to you at this junfture may not be fo fuccefsful as 
i moft earneflly defire it might ; becaufe I am informed: that the Imperial 
minifter here, amongft a- great variety of indifcretions which he daily difcovers, 
though with a good view, but miftaken as a means to ferve his mafter, is pleafed 
td- fixprefs himfelf much, difcontented-with.me, becaufe I. talked frankly and, 

honeftly 
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Period V. lioneftly to him ; and ferioufly defired, that however unfortunate the lituation 
•1730101734- emperor’s affairs might be at prefent, and however unable we might 

'i7,34' be to ferve him in a manner fuitable to his defires and neceffities, yet, I fay, I 
ferioufly defired that our fiiendfhip might continue ; and' that the emperor 
would not, in any .expedients neceffary to extricate him out of his prefent dif- 
ficulties, do it in a manner to difoblige the maritime powers, who muff in the 
end be of ufe to him, if he would not abfolutely break with them, or fettle his 
affairs without them, which mull prove at I’afl; deftruftive to the houfe of 
Auftria. 

I heartily wifh, for the emperor’s own fake, that defpair and falfe pride may 
not precipitate them in the wrong meafures formerly purfued here by monfieur 
Palm, of diflinguifliing between the nation and the miniftry, the parliament 
and the king ; which, as experience has Ihewn, will not turn out to their ac- 
count. They may indeed find encouragement enough from fome fort of per- 
fons here, as they did before, for that diftindlion ; but it muft come from per- 
fons that mean to ferve their own particular views at the emperor’s expence, 
being perfuaded that their fituation is fuch, that they have nothing to lofe, if 
they are not able to gain any thing. 

I fliall only add, that his majefly’s fpeech has met with univerfal approba- 
tion ; and that although 1 could wifh that the Imperial court would ufe them 
better than they do, thofe fevere expoftulations by papers given to monfieur 
* Dutch em- Rruyninx *, which are laid before all the States, may intimidate, but they ex- 
afperate at the fame time, and will fling the Dutch into the hands of France, 
which I am fure was not the intention of the Dutch when I came away. One 
' word intimated to monfieur d’Uhlfeldt, to be faid to the penfionary in private, 
by way of expoflulation, but in a friendly manner, would do more good than 
ten thoufand deduced in ftrong refcripts that are to become publick. But the 
* truth is, the Imperial court never did know, or will never condefcend to knoWj 
how to manage the republic of Holland. I have preached, but preached in 
vain, to many of their minifters, the plain ait of keeping a credit with the 
States. But I ramble too far. , ' 
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LETTERS FROM DELAFAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 


Period V. 

i730toi734. 


On the debate for 20,000 feamen. 


i734- 


Whitehall, Jan. 3 1 ft, 1 733*4» I have nothing nevt*^ to write to your excellency, Waldegravc 
but what you will fee in the papers fent you from the office. I dined this da.y 
with a friend of mine, who is an experienced member of the houfe of commons; Extraau. 
and talking of the good hours they keep, for we fat down to table before three 
o’clock, and that it lookt as if things went fmoothly on, he told me the oppofite 
party feems difconcerted, and not to agree among themfelves; to which the be- 
haviour of Sir John Barnard may have contributed, who, in the debate upon the 
20,000 feamen, made a long fpeech to the very fame effeft as Sir Robert Walpole 
would have done, which was not expected from that gentleman, who is lookt 
upon as one of the contrary party. Sir Robert, I am told, never fpoke better 
in his life than he did in the debate about addf effing his majefty for a commu- 
nication of the inftruiftions to Mr. Woodward, &c. If the proceedings in par- 
liament go on in this way, we fhall probably have but a Ihort feffions. 


Commends the king*s fpeech. -^Remarks on foreign affairs. — Mr. Keen’s conduct 
highly approved.— -Appointed envoy and plenipotentiary. 

Whitehall, February 5, 1733-4. We are now, at laft, difpatching our 
meffenger, with a very nice negociation for your excellency to undertake, and 
I heartily wilh you well through it. I Ihould not think it to be the bufinefs of 
the French minifters to exafperate the maritime powers, by receiving their 
pacifick wifties in the fame haughty manner that one of them writes about it. 

They are ftrange people : one day the cardinal advifes, as it w'ere, our being 
armed, and the next monfieur Shuffling * and his eminence are uneafy about * CWelin. 
it : we fhall, howevefr, go on our own way, and put ourfelves into the pofture 
becoming our own dignity ; and as the king’s fpeech feems to hint we muft 
fhew thofe, who, feing and hearing at a diftance, may be impofed upon, that 
we are not quite infignificant. All the world, I believe, agrees with the , 

Garde des Sceaux, that this fpeech is a mafterly piece : nothing was certainly 
ever better guarded, and yet has enough in it to Ihew that we fhall not fit idle 
fpe&ators, and let the balance of Europe be overturned. The king of Poland 
did not time his death right ; he fflould have lived a twelvemonth longer, that 
we might have had a new parliament fitting. 

VOL. in. PART in. X, . I do 
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I do not fee how the French will ever lay down their arms, if they are not 
to do it till king Stanillaus is fixt on the throne./ .'.'-; ’’ 1 : Dantzick, I doubt, 

will hardly hand a fiege for .his fake ; and he k raite fled the pitt, the 
eleftor of Saxony will fix himfelf: and 1 1 . \ their filence at your 

court about thofe affairs, they are of that opinion. 1 fee by your excellency’s 
lad letter, that they now own the Turks have been beat : this will make a 
paragraph in our difpatch a little out of feafon, and I doubt your excellency 
may find more of the like kind ; the delay of it is the caufe, for which you will 
be pleafed to make allowance. 

Mr. Keene may want a meffenger 'at this critical conjunfture. So Wiggs. 
goes on to Madrid, and carrys to him the agreeable news that the king intends 
to appoint him envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary, and that his allow- 
ances are to commence from this time : but this is only in a letter from me; 
for his credentials and inftruftions, which had been prepared, are not fent, 
becaufe it may not perhaps at this time be proper to make an eclat at the court 
of Spain, (by which nothing will be meant,) by his taking a new carafter 
upon him. This mark of favour, which he coveted and deferves, will I hope 
give him frefh fpirits, and he will not be difpleafed neither at Mr. Caftres’s ft;c- 
ceeding him as conful general, of which, I am told, he has for fome time paft 
done the duty, and Mr. Keene generoufly gave him the allowance. Methinks 
the court of Spain fhould not know what is intended for Mr. Keene, elfe they 
may-fpeculate upon his not appearing in his new charafler. 

Your excellency fees that our parliament goes on very well ; and I hope we 
fhall not have much bullle this feffions. 

On the motion agatnji removing officers nvithouf a court-martial. 

Whitehall, February 14th, 1733-4. Your excellency will find by the mi- 
nutes of what pall in both houfes of parliament yefterday, that there was in. 
each a brifk attack, upon a motion in which one can fcarce think the oppofite 
party could be in earneft, or have the-leaft hopes that it could pafs. It fhew.s 
they do not value the cenfure of afting inconfiftently with themfelves, who 
one day will vote againfl keeping up any troops, and the next will in a man- 
ner he making thofe troops a durable part of our conftitution, by eftablifbing: 
the officers in the poffeffion of their commiffions as it were for life- This mo- 
tion in the houfe of commons was rejefted without a divifion, and then feveral 
members, who were againfl it, thinking this matter was quite done -with, went. 

■ awayj 
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away; otherwife your excellency would have feen the fubfequent ’motion for Period V. 
an addrefs thrown out by a greater majority ; though that which appeared ^ 73 otoi 734 - 
upon the divifion is fufficient to make us eafy as to any further attempt the i734* 
oppofite party may think fit to make during this feffion. 


Corrects inifreprefentations made by Chavigny, as if fir Robert Walpole had declared 
France to be the aggrejfor. — Account of his Jpeech. 

Whitehall, February 21ft, 1733-4. It was a fatisfadlion to receive a rela- • Deciphered, 
tion of what had pafled in your excellency’s and monfieur Yan Hoeye’s joint 
conference with the cardinal, and we exped the further account- you promife. 

I doubt not but the manner in which you executed your inftrudions has met 
with entire approbation here. It is a good ftep that it fliould be owned that 
the honour of France is fatisfied, for nothing is fo difficult to fettle as a point 
of honour. The demands of the allys to be talked with, will, I fear, ftill make 
it no eafy talk to bring matters to an accommodation. . 

Another obftrudion to fo good a work is the difpofition of the minifters 
abroad. If it be from monfieur Chavigny, as is mofl probable, that the car- 
dinal had hiS" intelligence, that one of the minifters declared in the houfe of 
commons that France was the aggreffor, monfieur Chavigny muft have been 
impofed upon by a mifreprefentation from his friends of the oppofite party, or 
have wilUngly mifunderftood the report that was made him of what had paffed 
in that houfe in the debate about addreffing fqr the inftrudions to Mr. Wood- 
ward, &c. Some of thofe gentlemen declamed upon a favorite topick of 
theirs, that by a multiplicity of treatys we have entered ourfelves into diffi- 
cultys. We have treatys with France, by which we are to furniflt them fue- 
cours ; and we are by treaty under the fame obligations to the emperor ; fo 
that to fulfill our engagements, we muft now give fuccours to both. To which 
fir Robert Walpole anfwered by making a very juft and true diftinflion, that 
our alliances being only defenfive, we were not to give fuccours to the ag- 
greffors ; but he did not fay who was the aggreffor : and your excHlency will 
cafily believe that, after the anfwers given to count Kinlky, and what the king 
has faid in his fpeech to his parliament, fir Robert could not be guilty of ftich 
an indifcretion, not to call it by a worfe name, as to take upon hiinfelf to 
determine what his majefty has left undecided ; which is fo plain a proof of 
the falfity of this ftory, that it muft convince the cardinal, if you fliould find 
an opportunity of making that obfervation to him. 

X 2 
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Period V. The other affertion of our having pufhed on the czarina to what fhe has 
1730101734. in Poland is equally groundlefs j but if his eminency gives credit to reports 
1734* and even to the relations of fuch minifters as France has here without weigh- 
ing the probability of them, he will never be able to form a true judgement 
of things, nor confequently take right and proper refolutions. Suppofing it 
true that an Imperial minifter fliould have talked of the Dutch as the cardinal 
mentions, and perhaps of us too in the fame way, is it not natural that an 
Imperialift Ihould give out fuch hints, whether he had any foundation for it 
or not, to put the belt face he could upon the condition of his mailer’s affairs, 
in order to encourage his friends, and make others not fo ready to take part 
. with his enemys ? It is from the words and adlions of the party themfelves,^ 
and not from others’ difcourfe that a man ought to form his judgement. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Oppqjtfion dif concerted. — Cabals and mifreprefentatlons of Chavigny. 

MV LORD, Cockpitt, February I Itb, 173J.4. 

Waldegrave RHINOS goe extreamly well in parliament ; the opponents are very muck 
Papers. difconcerted among themfelves, and the profpe£l of fuccefs in our future 

eleflions is as hopefull as can be defired. You will have feen by the votes the 
papers and inftrudlions that have been called for and denyed : I fliall only hint . 
to you that feverall infinuations, flung out by members of parliament, relating: 
to the eleftion of Staniflas and other matters, mull have been fuggelled by 
monfieur Chavigny, and is the fame difcourfe he has held formerly to me. 
He lives, eats, drinks, and dayly inllrufls the adverfarys : but we are refolved 
not to complain ; only I will fay thus much, that as monfieur Chavigny has no^ 
inllrudlion but from the adverfarys, and the adverfarys will never confider whe- 
ther they tell him true or falfe, but as it ferves their own immediate purpofe,, 
it is impoflible that his court can depend upon what he fays ; and if they doe,, 
they will be deceived, whether he intends to deceive them or no. For my. 
own part I have had noe converfation with him upon the pr-efent llate of 
affairs thefe four months, and when I doe fee. him, which is feldom, I talk of 
indifferent matters, being perfuaded that every thing that I Ihould fay he will, 
give a wrong and difadvantageous turn to it, and fo he certainly will doe of 
any thing that falls from fir Robert or myfelfe in parliament, fo great is his 
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attachement to our ennemys, and inveteracy, although unprovoked, againfl 
us, as we are informed from' all quarters ; but I ramble too much. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OE WALDEGRAVE. 

Warns him not to he deceived hy the artfid converfations of cardinal Fleury.- 

MY LORD, MarcH 28, 1734. 

TN anfwer to your’s of the 17th, you will excufe my troubling you with fome WaMegrave 
few obfervations on the publick affairs. In the firft place, I am fiilly per- I'apers. 
fuaded (although fome doubt a little)' of the truth of the intelligence of the 
treaty figned the 7th of November laft betv^-een France and Spain, and that 
what we have procured, which was fent your excellency, is an ample and fub- 
ftantial extract of it. I make as little difficulty to believe that the continuation - 
of that correfpondence is equally true, and that although fome things have 
not exaftly fallen out, though moflof them have, agreable to that intelligence; 
yet that has in my opinion chiefly arifen from certain incidents on account of 
the different views of the two courts, and not from the uncertainty of the in- ■ 
formation.. From hence it follows, that my old friend' the cardinal does amufe 
and abufe you in his- proteftations with regard to no engagements being, con- 
trafted to our prejudice ; whether opportunity or reafons of ftate, with refpedl 
either to the defigns of France or Spain, will carry them into execution or not,. 

I canT tell. It is (you will pardon me, my lord-, on this occafion) ob- 
ferved, that the cardinal^ by his feeming cordiality and confidence, flops your 
lordfhip’s enquiry, and preffing him (though it fllould be done in a friendly, 
manner) foe much as may be neGelfary, which is afcribed to your lordfhip’s* 
natural fupplejfe and good breeding, for fear of offending. Ldon’t find in your 
lordfhip’s letter you have ventured to name Gibraltar, but content yourfelfe ' 
with affurances about our dominions and their dependencys, as if you was 
glad to be foon fatisfyed. You fhould not indeed provoke, but you fhould not 
Jet the French miniftry think you are duped by a few fine words, though yoU' 
are the befl judge upon the fpot. 

It is this complaifance and good nature which, I apprehend, makes you con-- 
elude in one of your lafl difpatches, that the cardinal’s explanation, though 
diredlly oppofite to the anfwer given in form in the name of France and her 
allys, to our offer of good offices for peace, is to be look’d upon as" the- real' 
anfwer. The anfwer itfelf fays they will accept of our offers, as foon as; they 
are in a condition to judge of our impartiality ; which plainly imply s they can’t 

yet 
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Period V. yet judge, or conclude that we are impartiall, and confequently decline to ac- 
offices ; and yet the cardinal fays our prefent condud is impartiall, 
j;j4. and we are to proceed on that foot. How is this poffible, if the anfwer is 
given really in the name of all the allys ? Can this contradiftory explanation 
be the rule for going on without the allys being again confulted ? Or if it is 
Chauvelyn’s anfwer only, will he lett the cardinal abide by this explanation ? 
At leaf: that minifter’s flatements ihould have been known too, \vho can make 
his emminence, by gaining a little at a time, fay and unfay as he (Ch — yn) 
thinks fitt. Your lordlhip’s -friendfliip and confidence lliould be cultivated 
with, the cardinall as much as poffible ; but, believe me, it fhould not allways 
malcp you believe all he fays : ' he has a mild, but a fhort, hafty, and friendly 
way of getting over a thing wben he has no mind to difcover, or rather has a 
min d to conceal, his thoughts ; and for that purpofe he often runs into a feem- 
ing confidential difcourfe on other matters, and avoyds the queftion. You 
fhould, in my opinion, hear that confidential! difcourfe, and not interrupt him, 
but take an opportunity of returning to the charge, and not lett him think that 
what he does tell you fhould give fatisfaftion as to what he does not tell you, 
and is more materiall to know. Your excellency will pardon this free and 
friendly letter from your's mofl affedionately, &c. 

P. S. The foregoing letter was wrote before the receipt of your lafl letters 
with a further explanation of the French anfwer ; however I will venture to 
fend it your lordfhip as a friend. 

Nine o’clock at night. We have carried the addrefs for giving his majefly 
power to augment his forces by fea and land, &c. by 248 againfl 147. 


* Charles 
Emanuel. 


THE KING* OF SARDINIA TO GEORGE THE SECOND. 

An roy de la Grande Bretagne, monfieur mon frere. 

Ztaies his reafons for concluding an alliance with France and Spain. — Haughty 
conduit of the emperor. — Objeiis to a marriage between an arjchduchefs and the 
infant of Spain.-^ Places mplicit cotfidence in the king. 


Walpole 
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MONSIEUR MON FRERE, 'A Turin, ce 27 dc Mars^, 1734* 

^VANT d’expliquer a votre majefte le fujet de cette lettre, je dois la prler 
avec toute I’inflance de-vouloir bien felon fon eqnite ordinaire, fufpendre 
fon jugement fur la refolution que je pris I’automne paffe, et fur la de'marche 
que je fais prefentement dans la certitude, ou je fuis, de juftifier aupres de 
- 2 votre 
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votre majefte, et de tout le monde, mon conftant attachement a fon amitie et Period 
aux loix les plus rigides de la droiture et de I’honneur. 

Votre majefte fe fauvient certainement que lorfque les affaires de FEurope, 1734. 
encore mal affermies malgre les multiplicite des traites agitees de plus par de& 
mecontentements particuliers, et chancelantes par Fattente prochaine de ce& 
grands evenements qui devoient en determiner le cours, me firent penfer aux 
precautions que je devois prendre dans des eirconftances aufli critiques. Ma 
premiere refolution a ete de- m’attacher uniquement a votre majefte par un 
traite particulier que je luy fis propofer, anime a ce projet mdins p^r les inter^ts 
et les raifons politiques de ma maifon, que par la ferme confiance que j’ai tou- 
jours eu dans la droiture et la probite de votre majefte, dont je me propofols 
de fuivre les confeils et le fort. 

Votre majefte trouva mieux de travailler elle-meme a m’unir avec Fempe- 
reur ; je luy confiai tous mes fentiments, et j’eus lieu de croire qu’elle les trouva 
raifonables ; mais le mepris bien marque que la cour de Vienne affedla a mon 
egard dans tout le cours de cette longue negociation m’en firent erifin defef- 
perer le fucces. Je fis reprefenter aux terns et aux occafions mes juftes 
plaintes a votre majefte fur Firregularite de la cour de Vienne, et enfin avant 
que d’entrer en aucun autre engagement, je lui fis reiterer par mon miniftre 
qu’une pareille conduite devant etre regarde comme un refus abfolu de mes 
demandes ; je me regardois deformais comme degage de la negociation en- 
tamee, et fibre a pouvoir prendre tel parti que j’aurois cru me convenir. 

La mort du roy de Pologne, la vivacite des declarations qui la fuivirent, 

I’ardeur des engagements, les liaifons, les traites que cet evenement produifit, 
faifoient voir la guerre inevitable, a moins que par quelque nouvel arrange- 
ment general on ne changeat eflentiellement le fifteme de FEurope, et je ne 
crus pas devoir en refiftant aux inftances, de la France m’expofer en cas de 
guerre a facrifier des le premier jour une bonne partie de mes etats et de mes 
revenus pour la defenfe de Fempereur, qui refufoit manifeftement de m’en fa- 
voir aucun gre ; ou bien dans Fautre cas a me voir encore une fois la vidtime 
de quelque nouveau traite, qui feroit fait fans mon concours et a mes depens:. 

C’eft ce qui me determina a m’unir avec la France dans la guerre qui etoit re- 
folue centre la maifon d’ Autriche fans rien oubfier dans la negociation, ni dans 
le traite de ce qui pouvoit mieux prouver mes fentiments toujours egaux et 
conftans envers votre majefte, comme je fuis en etat de la eonvaincre par le- 
trait6 meme. 


L’amour. 
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L'amour de v6tre majefte pour la paix, et les foins indefatlgables qu’elle s’eft 
donnes pour la conferver pour le bien general de I’Europe et pour la tran- 
quilite de feg fujets, lui ont fait voir avec chagrin le commencement de cette 
guerre, et la font penfer fans doute a tous les moyens polTibles pour I’etoufer 
dans fa naiffance ; et votre majefte vient de donner un temoignage public de 
fa bonne volonte pour I’office de mediation, qu’elle a fait faire a la cour de 
France conjointement avec les etats generaux des Provinces Unies. J’ai m8me 
d’aftes bons fondemens pour croire que fon empreffement pour prevenir les 
fuites dangereufes de la guerre, pourroit aller jufqu’au point de confentir, et 
de moienner le manage d’une des archiduchelTes avec un infant d’Efpagne, 
eomme I’unique expedient pour detacher I’Efpagne de la France, et mettre 
celle-ci dans la necellite de faire la paix. 

Je ne pretends point d’aprofondir les fecretts de votre majefte, ni me meler 
de luy donner des confeils ; mais la parfaite amitie dont je ne me fuis jamais de- 
parti, m’ oblige a lui communiquer des connoiflances que j’ai, et qu’elle ne 
peut pas avoir, qui lui feront voir que ce projet bien loin d’operer en effet, 
qu’elle en pourroit attendre, feroit au contraire tres funefte a la liberte de 
I’Europe, et direftement oppofe au bien, aux avantages, et a la tranquilite de 
fes peuples. La probite de votre majefte ne me confeille de prendre aucune 
precaution pouf luy ouvrir entierement mon coeur que celle de fa parole 
roiale, qu’il luy plaira de donner, qu’elle ne fera ni maintenant ni dans la fuite 
aucun. ufage a mon prejudice des fecrets, que je luy confiai en egard fur tout 
a la fituation oil je me trouve prefentement. 

Sur cette affurance mon envoye extraordinaire luy communiquera les pieces 
autentiques qui la convaincront de la verite, de tout ce que je viens de luy 
avancer, et lui propofera en meme terns un autre expedient, dont il pourra 
de meme luy prouver I’utilite et la juftice. 

II depend done entierement de la parole que je demande a votre majefte de I’af- 
furer de la realite de mes propofitions j je le fouhaite particulierement pour 
luy donner une preuve folide de ma parfkite et conftant amitie et de mon 
entiere confiance. Je fuis avec toute la cordialite, &c. 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

In^eSlual inquiry whether the emperor had ever promifed to give the eldejt 
archducbefs in marriage to an infant in 172^, and to place the pretender on 
the throne. 

MY LORD, Vienna, February 13d, N. S. 1734. 

J Have attempted, but without arty great appearance of fuccefs, to bring about 
what was hinted to me in your lordlhip’s letter- of the 25th paft, O. S. 
The perfon from whom I might poflibly get the beft lights was not then in 
bufinefs, and it is not improbable but the beft hopes which Spain had, efpe- 
cially with regard to the eldeft daughter, arofe more from the promifes and 
affurances of one particular minifter, than from any thing that the other mi- 
nifters, or eyen the emperor himfelf, ever engaged for. But whatever thofe 
hopes or engagements were, Spain abfolutely infifted upon a yes or a no, as 
to the eldeft archdutchefs, in February 1728. This court anfwered that they 
could not give a pofitive promife till the ifl'ue of the congrefs of Soiflbns was 
vox. III. PART III. y known, 
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known, as it was neceflary to fatisfy the allies of Hanover firft in other relpe 
But when afterwards the ifl'ue of that congrefs was known, and Spain 
feparately upon the point of fatisfying the allies of Hanover by the treat] 
Seville, the queen renewed her inftances again for a pofitive yes or no, wl 
occafioned monfieur Koinfegg’s memorial, ' and the marquis de la Paz’s 
fwer, juft before the figning, of the treaty of Seville. 

It h«is been always denied here, that there was ever any article or eng? 
ment whatever about the pretender 3 and though the plain tendency of the 
ticlgs which have been printed about trade, was to fortify jqid fupport 
Oftend commerce, yet it is faid that in no articles, fecret or public, was 1 
company mentioned t fo that, my lord, though I Avill not prefume to fay 1 
notwithftanding the many evidences and prefumptions which amounted 
moral certainties, as to the evil intentions of the courts of Vienna and Sj 
in 1725, that their en^gements were iefs pernicious in faft than the w( 
had reafon to believe, and they themfelves gave out, particularly Ripperda 
make matters defperate for ever j- yet I am humbly of opinion, that whate 
this court ftiould of itfelf publifh, as to thofe times, would not come up to 
expeftations of the world, unlefs all the wild thoughts and perfonal tr 
aftions of monfieur Sinzendorf were to be made known. I am rightly 
formed it would be doing pkafure 10 the emperor himfelf to let him ki 
them, and as a proof of it count Kinlky has the moft pofitive orders to de 
a communication from England, of what may be come to his naajefty’s kn 
ledge of that minifter’s fuppofed late tranfadions with Spain through the c: 
of Bolza. 

It is faid no bad ufe fhall be made of fuck a Oottimunication ) but E hun 
leave your lordfhip to judge how far it may be advifeable for one couri 
enter into the private fadions and particular views of the feveral minifter 
another. I Jfhall not, however, loofe any opportunity of pufhing the animc 
of this in fuch a manner, as to obtain, if pofiible, the pubftcatidn of any tl 
that fnay ‘be for his majefty’s fervice 3 but I muft again obferve, that it wil 
very difficult, unlefs Spain fhall think proper to make an- anfwer to the n 
of this court to the Spanilh motives. If the queen had any pofitife eng 
ment, fhe would furely have publiflied it ; but eonfcious,' as it may be i 
gined, of her having been made to beliewsb}r Riperda, and he by Sihzend 
more than could.be performed, fhe dares not to produce any thing 3 and, 
deed, it is not well to be fuppofed, that this court, and particularly the cl 
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cellor, would care, uniefs fhe did, to fliew the world in what manner Ihe had 
let herfelf be deceived for four years together. 

Your lordfliip in being pleafed to throw your eyes upon the map, will find 
a place called Altenburg, between the country of Tyrol and the Grifons, which 
will point out the paflage through which the prince of Savoy may, as I men- 
tioned in my laft letter, poffibly' fall with a detachment from the army upon 
the Rhine, ' according to exigencies, upon one fide of the Milaneze, while the 
enemy fliall be taken up by count Mercy on the other. 

■Subjlance of the principal information derived front the difpatches of Horace- 
Walpoky on the real temper arid Jitmtion of the Dutch in this important 
crifts^ In the hand-writing of fr Robert Walpole. Superfcribed “Horace’s 
Letters.” 

BROTHER. HORACE’S JOURNALL. 

April 9— -zoth, 1734. In the 7th fheet. — What was faid by the States with 
felpedt to the emperour was neceffary for their own juftification againft the 
peremptory and haughty behaviour of the court of Vienna ; what was faid 
with refpecl to England, was necefl'ary on account of our filence and backward- 
•neffe to explain ourfelves upon the prefervation of the neutrality, and the Low 
Countries our common barrier. 

§th. They confefle, that the marriage of the prince of Orange had given great 
•umbrage to the States of Holland, but no influence upon their determinations. 
And that a notion was entertained, that the king as elector was too much 
bialTed in favour pf the emperour, and might be induced to draw the maritime 
powers into the war, and will not be perfuaded, but if the king had exerted 
in a proper manner, he might have prevailed upon the emperour to agree to 
the neutrality, and to have given fo me attention to the accommodation, with- 
out peremptorily infifling upon their going into the war, and refolvipg not to 
give up any part of his dominions which had been fo bafely loft, &c. 

gth. The king’s fbrwardneflTe to declare as eleftor, and readinefle to fend 
5000 men, with other indications, had made great imprefiions upon the minds of 
the States, who did not underftand their being forc’d into a war, while they 
plainly perceived that the emperour was refolved to take fuch fteps, as Ihould 
putt them into immediate danger, and engage them in fuch a manner, that 
the chief burthen of the war muft fall upon the maritime powers, untill the 
emperour was undeceived in thefe hopes. He (the penfionary) was at a lofle 
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to know what fteps could be taken, or what could be faid to any purpofe 
France, whilft the emperour would not hear of good offices for an accomi 
dation. 

loth. The Greffier frankly faid, they were neither able nor willing to go i 
a war, complained of the conduct of the emperour, but was more reafont 
with refpeft to England, thought we ought to aft more in concert, did not 
prove the weak proceedings of the States, but could not be alter’d upon 
count of the emperour. 

I ith. The penlionary inlifts upon credentials for the fatisfaftion of othe 
monfieur Buys infifts upon the king’s coming into the neutrality. 

1 2th. The haughty behaviour of the emperour, and giving no fatisfaft 
upon feverall accounts, has created a great averlion to the emperour. '! 
fpecious declarations of France has extremely diminilh’d the antient jealou 
and hatred, and difpos’d them rather to truft to the promifes of France, 
their prefent fecurity, than be plung’d into a war. 

13th. They are of opinion that the emperour Ihould be undeceived in 
views and expeftations, and given to underftand, that lince the war bej 
from the Polilh eleftion, in which the maritime powers have no concern, i 
lince the lofles in Italy arofe from his own weak and defencelefs condition 
cannot be expefted that England and Holland Ihould go into a war to reco 
dominions for the emperor loft by his own negleft ; and, confequently, that 
Ihould think of loling fomething to fave the whole, whilft he is in no coi 
tion to withftand fo formidable an alliance. 

14th. Upon the principle of not being forced into the war by the emper 
or drawn in by England, their laft refolution was taken (with a jealoufy ft 
the melTage and Horace’s journey). At tte fame time they are at a lolTe 
know what to do, and fpin out the time with long refolutions, to avoid gh 
a direft: refufall to perform their treaties, but feem determined not to go i 
a war at prefent. The penlionary acquainted with our proceedings at 
courts of Denmark and Sweden. Monfieur Luifius, the Pruffian minifter, pre 
from monfieur Grumkow the reconciliation of the two families by intern 
riages. If the negociation began, a military man to be fent. Some reg 
to Berg and Juliers. Penfionary had twice mentioned this affair. 

In the 1 6th Iheet. The French ambafladour had made the penfionary a vi 
inquir’d into the bufinefle of Horace’s journey. The general anfwer agr 
upon given him. The penfionary then difcours’d him upon the propos’d 
commodation, and upon Mr. Fenelon’s making a mefitt of the good dii 
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fition of France : the penfionary told him, great part of the emperor’s doini- Period 
nions had been taken from him, they puflr’d matters with too great violence, ^ 734*^0 ^ 
. that France fhould lett the maritime powers know the extent of their engage- 173^ 
ments, what would fatisfie their honour, and content their allies, and how far 
they were refolv’d to pufh the war. 

17th. Count Uhlfeld defires a copy of the laft refolution of the States. 

The fubftance told him. Inquir’d into what had pafs’d ; had not heard that 
he had prefs’d a declaration of war againft France ; infinuated as if the fault 
lay as much at our doors as of the States. Was told fuch infinuations were 
vain. He muft be fenfible they would not come into a war untill the emperor 
agreed to the neutrality, and confented that the maritime powers fliould firfl: 
ufe their utmoft endeavours for accommodating matters. Count Uhlfeldt grew 
more calm, and faid, if the emperor could be brought toacquiefce in the neu- 
trality, the declaration mufl be made by Mr. Finch. St. Saphorin’s fcheme 
for taking in 6000 Suiffe communicated. 

1 8th. Monfieur Waflenaer d'Opdam’s converfation. Unalterably fixed for the 
prefent form of government, but no influence upon their prefent condud. 

Inveighs againft the emperor’s provoking France in fo defencelelTe a condition. 

Declares for a good underftanding betwixt the States and England j our jea- 
loufy of them for France ; their jealoufy of us for the emperor carried too far. 

Declares againft a war. We muft ad together, but at a lolTe for a fcheme. 

1 9th. A conference with monfieur d’Hallewyn, penfionary of Dort. Declares 
the fame good difpofition towards England as monfieur d’Opdam had done j 
but ftronger diffidence for France. Imputes the lharpneffe of their expreflions 
to the penfionarie’s temper and illnefle. Obftinate for preferving the neutrality, 
and wiflies his majefty would be guarantee for it. Upon the queftion what was to 
be done if the emperour broke the neutrality, were we to make war upon him 
with France, was filenc’d. The queftion was, whether England and Holland 
Ihould continue in their prefent fituation, without taking any part at all, but 
exped the iflfue of this campaign ? Whether they fhould by their mediation en- 
deavour to bring matters to an accomi^odation ? Or whether they fliould enter 
into the war ? But he difcover’d he had not the leaft defign to enter into the 
war ; and thought little was to be done by the maritime powers untill the fuc- 
ceffe of this campaign fhould be feen. 

aift. Count Sinzendorff propos’d as an expedient, that the emperor fhould ' 
confent to the neutrality, and the maritime powers in return furnifh their con- 
tingents in mony or troops, without declaring war againft France or her allies. 

This 
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Period VL Tliis pi'opofal mentioned to the penfionary, but difregarded. Upon 
^^734^0^737- xvhole, he thinks they are refolved to do nothing ; but to avoid the fai 
i73+. being laid upon them, they will infill that the emperour Ihould confen 
the neutrality, and that the maritime powers Ihould try an accommodation 
fpin out the time till they fee the event pf this campaigne. Our care to a: 
difputes, and proceed rather by verbal conferences than by writing. As 
will be difagreeable to the emperour, it is firbmitted, whether it Ihould no 
faid to the emperour, fince others will not, England cannot alone bring tin 
liance upon her back, to the great expence and prejudice of the nation. To 
hort him to confent to the neutrality ; to keep up the appearance of agreen 
with the States ; to allow the maritime powers to try the accommodation, in 
der to difcover the intentions of France ; and if their demands are exorbit 
thereby to ingage both nations to take vigorous meafures. If this cannof 
.lliould not the emperor think of fame private refource f 

April 9 — 2oth, 1734.— Demand that his majelly will declare to France 
•refolution to agree to the convention of neutrality. Emiffaries of France : 
geft from the king’s melTage and Horace’s journey, that we were coming to 5 
folution to force them into a war. Greffier faid, all things would ilill go v 
provided we had no defign to force them into a war. 

April 10 — 7734. — Long memorialsandanfwers in writing only incr 
the difference. Jealoufy in the regents upon his coming. Credentials demanc 
He came to learn the penfionary’s and Greffief’s fentiments in the prefent ji 
ture ; to clear up and explain any jealoufies on account of the marriage, or 01 
lineafineffe from falfe reprefentations. Their laft refolution of the 1 6th i 
concerning the meafures to be jointly taken, for preferving the neutrality and 
barrier of the Low Countries. His majefty had no thoughts, by marrying 
daughter, by any intrigue to meddle with the form of theif government, 
penfionary fuggefted, that it Ihould be given out among the regents, that Ho: 
icame to learn the plan and fentiments of the States, with regard to meafure 
•be. taken for preferving the neutrality and the Low Countries. The anl 
being given, his commiffion was at an end, but Hayed to he<u‘ wbat fur 
orders from hence, but eould be of no ufe without credentials. 

The face of the country extremely altered. Jealoufies relating to the pr 
(of Orange. The haughty behaviour of the emperour. Strong apprehenfions 
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byaffe in favour of the emperour to their difadvantage. If credentials are fent, 
hot a word of the princefle royal and prince of Orange. 

In fhort, nothing will bring the republick into a war, and there is nothing, they 
will not do to keep it out of the Low Countries. 

HORACE TO THE QUEEN. 

April i6 — 27th, 1734. — Our fufpkions of their preferring France to his 
majefty, and their fufpitions of our partiality to the emperour in their prejudice, 
are both carried too far. They will not take any part untill the emperour qon- 
fents to the neutrality, and untill his majefty and the States have tried an accomo- 
dation, and untill then they will not fay any thing to difoblige France, and will 
fxtfpedlwe are not in earneft. 

Count D’Ulfeild fees it is in vain to prefle them to aft a vigorous part. He 
thinks they have taken no refolution to aft with France feparately from his ma- 
jefty, and are wdlling to come to a good underftanding with us, if they find we 
are not refolved to encourage the emperour to force them into a war. The 
States of Flolland feparated till the 4th of May, N. S. 

BROTHER HORACE’S LETTER. 

April 19 — 30th, 1734. Vice-chancellour’s of the empire reprefentation to 
monfieur Bruyninx. Attributes the deplorable ftate of the emperour’s affairs to 
the aft of neutrality and renewal of it, by which the French, befides the great 
army upon the Rhine, had been enabled to form another of 30,000 men upon the 
Mofelle, whilft the emperour’s troops are lock’d up, &c. and therefore demands 
in the ftrongeft manner they fliould fulfill their engagements. Thefe inftances 
make the States more determin’d, if poflible, to adhere to the neutrality. The 
penfionary very much piqu’d that the emperour gives attention neither to the- 
rieutrality, nor to the offices of accommodation. But all proteft they have no 
further concert or underftanding with France, but will neither aft nor talk 
with Ftance in a proper manner as long as they have this diffidence and dif- 
agreeraent with the emperour. 

SIR CHARLES WAGER TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Favourable Jiate of the eleSlions. 

(Parfon’s Green, 6th of May 1734.) The news-papers which you have give 
you as good an account of the eleftions as I can do, and diftinguilli them as 
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right for the moll part. We call ’em. up t’other day at fir Robert Walpole’s, 
and then we had gained nine upon the ballance more than we had in the laft 
parliament; and I have reckoned three gain’d fince, and Ifuppofe wefhall ftill 
gain, fo that your majority will be rather too great than too fmall. 

DUKE OE NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

State of the elehliom. 

DEAR. HORACE, .Claremont, May 24, 1734. 

'\^ E are returned very vidorious from Suffex, and you may imagine are not 
a little pleafed with it, confidering the violent and ftrong oppofition we 
inett with, and the bad fuccefs of our friends - in other counties, as Kent, 
Chefliire, Hampfhire, Yorkfhire, -Gloucefterlhire, Effex, &c. Norwich has 
done purely; I moll heartily congratulate you upon it. Norfolk is by this time 
over, but I know not the event, but am not in much pain about it. The duke 
of Devon has done glorioufly in Derbyfliire, and Jeniiifon and Middleton 
in Northumberland. Our parliament is, I think, a good one ; but by no 
means fuch a one as the queen and your brother imagine. It will require great 
care, attention, and management to fett out right, and keep people in good 
humour. You do your part towards it by the great fuccels in Holland. I 
told the queen the other day, that I was tout a fait Horatien ; and indeed it is 
furprizing, without a compliment, how farr you have brought the Dutch. 
You will fee my thoughts by my- letter to lord Waldegrave. I hope you ap- 
prove it j it has had great approbation from his majefty and my brotlier Har- 
rington, who defired a copy of it before he had finiflied his own. I hope it 
will pleafe our friends in Holland. Should you, during this negotiation, be 
difpofing the States to declare, or att leafl: to refolve amongft themfelves, that 
if either power be unreafonable, by which the balance of power may be effen- 
tially afferted, the Dutch will in conjunfrion with the king take the proper mea- 
fures to preferve it. This poflibly would have a good effefr both at Vienna and 
Paris. It is a thought of my own, and fo you have it. I have ordered Dela- 
faye to fend you a copy of my lord ElTex, and of one I have received from 
Tyrawley. Could any thing be done with Portugal, or how farr may we truft 
them with our applications to the emperor and France ? I expedt fir Robert in 
a few days, and am, monfieur le Trente, mon bon ami, ever yours. 


MONSIEUR 
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MONSIEUR DE LOSS * TO COUNT BRUHL, 

*irhe prince reqiiejis ^ermiffion to ferve on the Rhine, an inci'eafc of his Income, 

and a wife. 

•J^EN or twelve days ago the prince of Wales wrent to the andchamber, and 
requefted an audience, which he obtained as foon as fir Robert Walpole, 
whom the king had fent for, was gone out of the clofet. This audience is 
much talked of, and turned, as is faid, on the following points : 

I. To have permiffion of ferving a campaign on the Rhine. 2. To requefl; 
an augmentation of his income, the prince infinuating that he was in debt. 
N. B. Of 100,000 1 . granted to the prince by parliament out of the civil lift, 
only 36,000!. is paid to him, the remainder is appropriated by the king. 
3. He reprefented the neceffity of a proper marriage. 

To the firft, the king made no reply. ' In regard to the fecond, the king is 
faid to have given fome hopes, on condidon that he would behave better to 
the queen. It is reported the king was difpleafed with this ftep. Many per- 
fbns fulped that the oppofition advifed the prince to ad in this manner. Relata 
refero^ 

M; JOHNf TO M. VON HAGEN. 

The queen andjlr Robert Walpole exhort the king to moderate Ins anger againjl the 

prince of Wales. 

London, July 16, r734. The queen ftrives to prevent the ill confequences 
likely to refult from the late converfation between the king and prince of Wales. 
Hopes are entertained of fatisfying the prince by a fum of money for the pay- 
ment of his debts. But as the article of his marriage is that which moft inte- 
refts him, and as it is precifely that which will not be granted, it will be 
ottremely difficult to prevent the b^finefs firom being laid before the enfuing 
parliament. Thofe who advifed the prince to take this ftep probably calcu- 
Jated that an irreconcilable quarrel would have been the confeqiience. But 
fir Robert Walpole, whom the king confulted before he admitted the prince, 
difpofed his majefty to moderation on Jb delicate an occafion. 
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Period V-I. 

1734101737. THE EMPEROR TO COUNT KINSKI. 

^ 734 - Accufes the Walpoles of being the caufe that he is Jhamefully deferted by England.-'^ 
^Threatens to publijh throughout England a juftifcation of his meafures, and t»- 
appeal to the nation againji them. 

Walpole Vienna, July 31, 1734. I have been confirmed, by your ’s of the 13th, in 
the opinion which I before entertained of the fentiments of the Englifli court. 

Tran/lation. You are better acquainted than any other perfon, with how much fincerity I 
have defired to renew the ancient and natural fyftem with the two maritime- 
powers. I had good reafons to miftruft the condufl: of the Walpoles after the 
conclufion of the treaty with England on the i 6 th of March 173^^ > 
llrong and repeated affurances which I received that it was intended to fulfil 
the guaranties, took away my doubts and fully fatisfied me. -From that 
time I have never failed in paying a due attention to the king and the royal 
family, and doing every thing which could be agreeable to the prefent admi- 
niftration. 

As foon as the king of Poland was dead, my firfi: care was to communicate 
to the king of England the principles on which I afted. I took no ftep without 
making a previous and confidential overture to him, and I followed in every 
inftance his advice. In conformity to his reprefentations, I entered into an 
accommodation v/ith the prefent king of Poland. In deference to his counfels, 
I fent no troops into Poland ; and I confented to every meafure which the king 
of England recommended in regard to don Carlos ^ and while my conduft has 
^cited jealoufies in others, I have no reafon to be fatisfied with the manner- in 
which I am treated, When the difcontents againft the Walpoles were carried 
to fo great a height, and when Chavrgni and Montiyo endeavoured to increafe 
them, you, on the contrary, exerted all your efforts in favour of the court,, 
although even at that period I -was apprifed that the Walpoles would return 
my fervices -with ingraritade. 

England has never failed to give me pronuTes, both before and fihce the- 
eommencement of the wart but inftead of fulfilling them, Ihe has even: 
favoured my enemies. This behaviour, however, has not induced me to> 
addrefs myfelf to the king of England otherwife than in the moft amicable 
terms, and to reprefent to him, in the moft affefting manner, the imminent 
danger which threatens to overwhelm not only the houfe of Auftria, but all 
Europe, and more particularly his royal family, as -well as the honour and 

profperity 
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profperlty of the Englifli nation ; but thefe teprefentations have not hitherto 
had any eifefl:. 

This fatal inadivity has now continued for eleven months ; and although the 
evil might have been eafily prevented, yet the whole is left expofed to the 
moll dangerous extremities. Thefe very extremities, of which England is the 
occalion, are made a pretext to palliate and excufe the want of alEftance, and 
this want of alEllance is urged as an inducement to compel me to accept an 
unjuft and dillionourable peace. 

It is not eafy to conceive any meafure lefs equitable and more pernicious j 
and it mull appear evident to every impartial obferver, that theEnglilh miniftry,’ 
in dired contradidion to the good intentions of the king, has made overtures 
to me, with no other intention than to fuffer my hereditary ftates in Italy to fall 
under the dominion of Spain ; and I am fully convinced that thofe who per- 
fuade the king to ad in this manner are not better inclined to the king and to 
the nation than to me. 

What affeds me moll fenfibly is, that, (as I fee by your fecret relation,) with 
a view to conceal thefe finifter intentions, many fallities are circulated againft 
me. However averfe I may be to adopt meafures, which, although derived 
from good motives, may be mifreprefented to the king, I may ftill find myfelf 
compelled to ad in that manner ; for it can never be expeded that, in addition 
to the lolTes which I fuffer, I ought alfo to bear the blame of being the caufe 
of them ; and that I am indifferent to the attempts made to prejudice againft 
me the Englilh nation, for which I entertain fo high an efteera. 

Having, therefore, many reafons to believe that the Walpoles have, for 
fome time paft, prevented the good intentions of the king in my favour, my 
•views have been always direded on one fide not to do any thing of which the 
king could complain, as if I were endeavouring to excite the nation againft 
him, until I was fufficiently acquainted with the fituation of affairs ; and on the 
other fide, if the private interefts and intrigues of the Walpoles Ihould prevail 
over the obligations of the Englilh nation, and the fecurity and glory of the 
public good, to be prepared with found and vigorous anfwers to all the argu- 
ments advanced in juftification of fuch an infamous proceeding. With this 
view I have been ever ready to refute the objedions drawn partly from the bad 
fituation of affairs in the Low Countries, and partly from the private and im- 
juftifiable negotiations of Boltza. I have confidered it alfo as no lefs exq>edient 
not only to employ every effort in my power for the purpofe of Ihewing, that 
the maritime powers do not lie under the neceflity of employing as many forces 
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Tenod VT. as they maintained during the laft war, and I have colleded all the reprefl 
1734^0 1 737‘ ji^ions made to Robinfon before and fince the rupture, that if it fhould 
1734 - thought proper to lay before the public the whole feries' of affairs, the 
conduft of the Walpoles may be made mariifeft. For the fame reafoi 
unwillingly confented not to publifh all the pieces which relate to the anf 
to the Spanifli manifefto, and I now evidently perceive the hidden and ] 
fidious views of the Englifli miniftry in oppofing the publication. ****** 

I have therefore ftriftly ordered all my minifters to be extremely refer 
towards Robinfon, Hamel, and Bruyninx, to infill: on the execution of 
treaties, not to make any verbal explanation, but, on the contrary, to dec 
. pofitively that no bulinefs will be tranfafted with them except in writing. 
You have therefore afted right in having counteraftedV there where it 
necejary^ the infinuations' of the Walpoles againft me, and in developing tc 
the real ftate of the queftion, and by whofe means affairs have been brori 
into their prefent dangerous fituation. I alfo entirely approve your refolu 
to addrefs yourfelf to- the king himfelf y and to Gonvince him of the extr; 
dinary attention you have always Ihewn not to do any thing which might 
difagreeable to him ; and at the fame time to reprefent to him the nece: 
which you are under of no longer permitting the circulation of thofe 
founded reports, which are not only contrary to my interefts, but alfo . to 
honour, and at the fame time no lefs deflruftive to the true profperity of 
Yoyal family. 

The king himfelf will have no difSculty in judging whether I or the houi 
Bourbon are moll inclined to court his friendlhip. Let him know that I ni 
will confent .to- the plan of pacification now in agitation ; that I had rather fi 
the.worll extfemities than accede to fuch difadvantageous propofals ; and 
even if I Ihould not be able to prevent them, I will juflify my honour and 
dignity, by publifliing a circumllantial account of all the tranfadlions, toge 
. with all the documents which I have now in polfeffion.- 

If all thefe- reprefentations produce no effefb, and if the Walpoles cont 
their unjullifiable conduft, means mult be taken to publifli and circi 
throughout England omr anfwer to the offer of good offices winch was 
. made till after the expiration of nine months^ You. will concert with c 
Uhlfeld the bell method to effedl that purpofe, and contrive that the an 
fliall appear to have been firll publifhed in Holland without our concurre 
But Ihould the 'court of London proceed fo far as to make fuch propofitioi 
peace as are fuppofed to be in agitation, you will not delay a moment to pu 
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tod circulate throughout England a pro metnorta, containing a recapitulation of 
all negotiations which have taken place fince 1718, together with the au- 
thentic documents, detailing my juft complaints, and again reclaiming in the 
fnoft folemn manner the execution of the guarantees. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Hhinks it necejfary that France Jhoiild be induced to propofe terms of pacification with’ 
the emperor, — Will write to baron Gedda to that purpojk. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, Augaft 6, 1734, Tf'. S. 

J Have little to add to the inclofed letter * to her majefty, left open for your 
perufall, befides that I am perfw’aded, that as the difpolition of perfons and 
'things are here, there is no other means of getting into a tra£t for putting an 
end to the prefent troubles, than by bringing upon the tapis a fcheme to nego- 
tiate upon, which I am afraid can only be done by inducing France to open the 
conditions for making a peace. It is very poffible that thofe conditions, when 
propofed, will not be reafonable, or fuch as can be at firft accepted by the 
Imperial court : but when his majefty and the States lhall have once layd them 
before the emperour, the confequence of that ftep may be, that altho’ his Im- 
peritill majefty will not give into them, yett as he will begin to be undeceived in 
his expeftations that the maritime powers will be obliged to enter into the war 
to recover for him all he has loft in Italy, he from thence may naturally be 
induced to turn his thoughts to feme expedient in earneft for an accommoda- 
tion ; and that of a. reconciliation with Spain, by means of a marriage, will 
moft probably oceurr, as what he has certainly often meditated, and threatened 
us with. This being the cafe, I fee no ways of getting France to explain her^ 
felfe, than by appearing to fhew towards her an equall confidence with that lha 
profeffes towards us ; and, to encourage her favourable difpofition for peace, 
letting her apprehend at the fame time the danger of a generall war if matters 
are pulhed to extremitysi ' ' , 

Befides the letter I have now drawn to be wrote by me to monfieur Gedda 
for that purpofe, I think you Ihould hold the fame language to Ghavigny ; and 
therefore I hope you will promote the fending this letter ; for it feems to me 
ridiculous to continue any longer in this difagreeable fituation>, that the empe- 
r'our Ihould reproach us on one fide for not fulfilling our guarantys by making 
war, and the French at the fame time reproach us for not being cordially difo 
pofed to make peace. If we can perfwade France to fpeak, I will open by 
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degrees my thoughts more fully to you, as the fcene Ihall open. At prefent I 
lhall only add that I am, &c. 

You will confider whether it is better for us that France fhould open herfelfe 
to the penlionary about the terms of peace, or to his majefty’s minifters : per- 
haps in this cafe it may be bell for him to take the lead. 

THOMAS ROBINSON TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Eridea-voui's to follow his lordjhip' s orders to procure a cardinal* s hat for the bifhop 
of Namur. — Intrigues of the bifloop, who obtains the protedlion of the eniprcfs and 
an audience of the emperor — and is deputed to England. 

MY LORD, Vienna, Sept. 8, N. S. 17^4. 

JN confequence of what your lordlliip did me the honour to write on the 
17 — 28 March 1732-3 , 1 have been attentive in giving the bilhop of Namur 
the bell advice and afliftance I could in carrying on the fcheme which he pro- 
pofed, for obtaining a nomination to be a cardinal. I found him inclined, at 
his arrival, to break the matter gently, and by degrees, through the canal of 
the marquis de Rialp, all alone. At his own delire, I fpoke to that minifter 
of the king’s recommendation; I did not fail, however, to acquaint the bilhop 
that the hirer way, in my opinion, to fucceed was to go roundly to work with 
all the minifters, in which I promifed to fecond him ; and it was probably upon 
his not caring for this method that it was not long before he perceived there 
were great obllacles, from one quarter or other, in his way. He then, upon ■ 
difcovering that the rnarquis de Rialp had fome perfonal diftaft to cardinal 
Cienfuegos, thought of procuring for himfelf the Imperiall embalTy at. Rome; 
which I too, at his inllance, after having obtained his majefty’s permillion, 
feconded ; and at the fame time gave count Sinzendorff, as the billiop defired, 
a copy, though not a litteral one, of your lordlhip’s letter abovementioned to 
me, and I fend a copy of it feparately under cover to Mr. Wefton. The bilhop 
thought that his majefty’s recommendation, given in this way, might, if it , 
failed of the hat, get him at leaft the embalTy, which might lead in time to the 
other. But count Sinzendorff had other views : he wants the embalTy, if not 
for his fon the cardinal, at leaft for count Plettemberg, and the hat for the 
bifhop of Paffau, whofe vote, as canon of the church of Saltzbourg, he hopes, 
by that means, to fecure in favour of himfelf, or of his fon the cardmal, to be 
archbifliop of Saltzbourg; and the bilhop of Namur found that , the marquis 
Rialp gave, himfelf, into this fcheme for the fake of promoting, by count 
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Sinz'endorfF’s means, count Harrach, auditor of the German nation at Rome, Period VI. 

to a good bifhoprick in Hungary, which would make a vacancy of that auditor- 

ihip for the count’s fon.. * 734'' 

The bilhop, finding himfelf thus difappointed in thofe two quarters, had the 
addrefs, by his afliduity, and attention towards the governefs of the arch- 
duchefleSy to infinuate himfelf into the good graces and opinion of the emprefs, 
and that, if I am not naiftaken, at the expence of both the chancellor and the 
marquis de Rialp, by heightening the danger, as is the common opinion here, 
of thofe gentlemen’s favouring the marriage of don Carlos with the eldefl 
archdutchefs, and by infinuating to her Imperial majefty the ufe that he, (tha' 
bilhop,)' if promoted to the dignity of a cardinal, might be of to her future 
interefts. All which he inculcated fo well in feveral private audiences that he- 
had of her,, and inforced his infinuatlons with fuch remarks as he made upon, 
the mifmanagement and ill government of that part of the miniftry in particular, 
that he induced her Imperial majefty to get him likewife a private audience of 
the emperor ; to whom he prefumed, upon encouragement, to prefent feveral 
fchemes in -writing, the materials of which were furniihed him by count Rbfen- 
berg, for the amelioration of the emperor’s domeftick affairs.- This, and his’ 
difinterellednefs with refped to the adminiftration of his own bifhoprick,. pro--, 
cured him fuch a credit with the emperor, as to order monfieur Bartenftein to* 
cultivate an acquaintance with him, and to talk to him upon affairs in general.. 

Thus matters flood, when the bilhop defired me to give monfieur Barten-- 
Hein the copy abovementioned of your lordfhip’s letter, in a manner as if it 
were to inform myfelf only whether Sinzendorff had ever made a report of fuch 
a paper. I did fo j. and finding that fome report had been made of it, defired'. 
him, at the bilhop’s farther r.equeft, to fpeak himfelf of the nomination to the 
emperor. Soon after the bilhop acquainted, me with a projedl of obtaming; 
leave from the emperor to go to England, as a perfon equally devoted to both, 
courts, in order to bring them to a better underflanding than they, he ima- 
gined, were.. 

I mull own, iny ford, from the very manner in which he opened, this matter 
to me, I judged it was lefs a projefl:. of a thing to be done,, than what was . 
aftually agreed upon ; and upon the billiop’s faying farther that his promotion , 
would be the fure effed of fuch a. million, and then he might- not be without' 
hopes of being employed in affairs of Hate here, I told him very plainly that,, 
as I knew of no mifunderftanding, as he imagined, between the two courts,, 
which, made me think.fuch a miffion was unnecelfary y fo likewife, if there were 

'• any,.. 
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Period VI. any, it could not be but on account of fuch inipoffibilities, -which it -would not 
^34^01737- {jj Jiis power, or in that of any man alive, to remedy ; and that if his defrgn 
1734. was only to get into the management of affairs of ftate here, I could not well 
tell ho-w far that would be looked upon as agreeable to the king’s intentions in 
advancmg his promotion, which had proceeded from the fervice his majefty 
thought it would be to have a perfon of his charader at the court of Rome. 

He appeared difappointed at this explication : however, a few days after, he 
returned to my houfe with great fatisfadion, to acquaint me that he had gained 
his point ; that the next day (the 6th inftant) he was to accompany the chan- 
cellor to- his country-houfe, to celebrate there the marriage of one of that 
minifter’s grandchildren ; that there he was to receive, though unknown to 
the chancellor himfelf, and the marquis Rialp, the emperor’s nomination ; 
mid from thence, under pretence of returning -upon his own private affairs to 
the Low Countries, proceed to England in order to thank his majefty for it. 
What private, inftruaions, if any, he fhall have, is more than I can prefume to 
tell ; but I am apt to believe, that his great fkill in procuring the nomination 
has confifted in the merit he has given himfelf with the emperor, of his credit 
in England, as far'as he could authorife any opinion of it from your lordfhip’s 
letter, and as what 'he may have made the emperor believe would not be ufelefs 
to his Imperial majefty’s interefts inthe prefent juncture. 

Your lordfhip will, therefore, be expeding him in England, and will have 
an opportunity of making the belt ufe imaginable of his overtures, if he fhall 
have been authorifed to make any. The great difficulty will be to diftinguifh 
between what he may be really authorifed to fay, and what a certain turn of 
his genius for intrigue may furnifh him with. What he has told me in general 
he fhould have 4 o fay is, that the eniperov cannot reproach hitnj'elj' with having 
been wanting ''in any thing towards the king, and that he only defines to know in 
nuhat he coral d farther few his .cmnplaifance and friendjhip towards his majefty. 
This looks like leading to fomething of a concert. He has affured me farther, 
that the emprefs let drop to him, that there would be no infurmountable difS- - 
culties in facrifycing fome diftant countries, though of a greater revenue, for 
others, whofe contiguity to the reft of the eiriperor’s dominions might ferve' as 
fome equivalent. This isjiot impoflible in the laft extremity; but the great 
obftacle to it will lye in the Spaniards here, who, not to lofe their Italian reve- 
fmes, are for giving Naples and Sicily to the king of Portugal’s fecond fon with 
ihe fecond archduchefs, feeing that there are no means for them to have any 
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footing otherwife in thofe countries, not even by the marriage of that princefs 
with don Carlos of Spain ; the infufficiency of which laft towards making a 
folid peace is what the marquis de Rialp, two days ago, explained to me as his 
opinion, of his own accord, and not with a little emphafis. 

I have entered into this digreffion for the fake of giving your lordfhip all 
poffible lights, as they occurr to me, with refpedt to the fentiments of this 
court. But to return to the bilhop of Namur. He will at all hazards have 
obtained his nomination ; and his principal ambition, if I am not miftaken, 
will be to change his bifhoprick for one in thefe parts, and to flip himfelf, by 
one means or other, into fome lhare of the miniftry. How far too he will 
fucceed in that, I flbiall not prefume to tell, no more than how far it will be for 
' his majefty’s fervice ; which as it would not become me to prefume to deter- 
mine, fo I have the honour to give your lordfliip this early advice of the 
poffibility of it; contenting myfelf; till I fliall be honoured with his majefty’s 
orders, with doing him no ill offices as to that refpetb, though extremely 
happy, if I have been any ways inftrumental in the other in advancing, accord- 
ing to my inftruftions, his promotion to be a cardinal. All which I humbly 
fubmitt, as a fummary, though exadl account of every thing that has pafled 
through my canal, with refpeft to the bilhop of Namur during his ftay at 
Vienna for feven months paft. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Overture from cardinal Fkury for opening a fccret negotiation^ — Warmly reconi7ne7ids 

accepting it. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, September s, 1734. N.S. 

^REW the meffenger carrys with this letter a copy of one that I have 
received from monlieur Gedda in anfwer to what I wrote to that gentleman 
the 8— 19th of laft month : I think it of the utmoft confequence ; and, if a 
right ufe be made of it, more likely to putt us in the way of putting an end to 
the prefent troubles, without being engaged in the war, than any other method 
that can offer. It is certain that the cardinall is difpofed to peace, and offers 
to open himfelf in the frankeft manner upon conditions that are neither haughty 
nor grievous. I think I might have ventured to give him the affurances he 
defires by monfieur Gedda ; but I w'ait for his majefty’s orders, which I beg 
may be fent me without lofs of time ; for if we fliould boggle or delay, and 
mifs this opportunity, I don’t know when we fhall have fuch another. It is 
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Period VI- poflible that fome may make difBcultys of having a confidential! overture from 
France. I muft own, I fee no harm in it, efpecially when we have no choice ; 

X734. others may be againfl keeping the negoclation here. For my own fake I defire 
it to be carried on fome where elfe ; but for the fake of my king and my 
country, I think it muft be here, unlefs ’tis refolved to goe into a war, or to 
negociate without the States, either of which I think ruinous to his majefty’s 
inter eft. 

Wherever this letter fhall find you, I defire you will loofe noe time to fee 
my lord Flarrington, and my difpatch to him, and immediately take the proper 
fteps for preparing her majefty, that I may have Crew difpatched, or fome 
other melTenger, with orders for purfuing this great work without the leaft 
delay. I think the time is too precious to loofe it by writing too long a letter 
to you. You have the ball before you, and doe not lett it be taken from you. 
Couriers conftantly fent from England to Spain, Savoy, or Vienna, upon vain, 
diftant, and chimericall projects, will ferve only to make us loofe time, arid 
keep us in conftant movement, expofed to the ridicule of fome, and at laft to 
the mercy and contempt of every body that will infult us. I am forry my 
thoughts fent to you fome time fiince deferved fo little attention, as to have 
remained fo long without an anfwer. The anfwer to this^ letter muft determine 
whether I muft goe on here, I think in a good way, or goe home for good 
and all. 

LORD HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

Ap;pro‘ves his endeavours in favour of the bijhop of JAamur. 

Sept. 17 — 28, 1734* His majefty approves very much the fervices you endea- 
voured to do the bifhop of Namur towards obtaining the emperor’s nomination 
in his favour. With regard to the defign of fending him hither, as I find he had 
actually left Vienna, I can now fay nothing, but that upon his arrival the beft 
ufe that is poffible will be made of the hints you give me concerning him ; and 
when the king fees the part that he affs there in the execution of any commif- 
fion he may be charged with, his majefty will then be beft able to determine, 
what orders he fhall give you with relation to his views of getting into the 
miniftry at Vienna. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

fyudent to fatisfy the eleSlor of Bavaria by giving the fecond archduchefs to the 
eledloral prince. — To engage the emprefs and the bijhop ofNamur to forward the 
■ fcheme. — King of Priffta in danger. — His fon will obtain a divorce, and is 
inclined to marry the princefs Amelia. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, Odober 8—19, 1734# 

J Defire you will confider attentively my difpatches of laft poll, and this day to 
lord Harrington, by which you will fee the penfionary, altho’ he will not be 
named, has chalked out a way for a negotiation with Spain, and is entirely 
fixed upon reconciling that crown with the emperour ; and I really think, that 
if his Imperial majefty would confider his. own interefl; and fituation, he would 
not be ayerfe to fomething of that nature, which, by an underftanding with 
Spain, may make him as confiderable in Italy as he was before the rupture, 
tho’ Naples and Sicily would indeed after his death be feparated from the fuc- 
cefTion of the reft of his dominions. What the penfionary propofes about the 
eleftour of Bavaria is indeed, in my opinion, a noble thought ; for Europe will 
never be quiet untill that prince is fatisfyed j and if he can be fatisfyed, it will 
eutt up by the roots all the vaft projeds of France upon the death of the empe- 
rour, when perhaps this government will be as little able to help the houfe of 
Auftria then, as they are unwilling to doe it now. 

You will fee that I have hinted, inftead of don Carlos marrying an arch- 
dutchefs, the giving him a princefs of Lorrain, and the 2d archdutchefs to the 
eledorall prince of Bavaria. If that would fatisfye the queen of Spain, and the 
emperour would confent, the plan would be compleat ; if not, don Carlos 
muft have the 2d archdutchefs. How to make the proper infinuations to the 
emperour, with the reafons fiiggefted by the penfionary, and others that may 
occurr, I can’t lell ; it muft be done with fecrecy and difcretion, foe that 
France may not be offended, nor Spain defpair of a negotiation with the empe- 
rour. I can’t tell what turn the bifhop of Namur takes, nor what confidence 
may be putt in him ; but as the emprefs has moft at heart the marriage of her 
eldeft daughter with the duke of Lorrain, and as this fcheme fuppofes fuch a 
marriage, may not the emprefs be engaged to prefs and fupport this fcheme as 
the means to fecure her own point? and may not the bifhop of Namur be a pro- 
per perfon to be employed for that purpofe, by an intimation to be given him, 
hot by any of the minifters, but by fomebody elfe thro’ the means of the queen, 
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Period VJ. of the projeft which I have tranfmitted ? letting the Imperiall court by the fame 
t 734 t°^ 737 - . canall fee there is no other poflible remedy for him but what is hinted there, or 
1734* fomething like that^ by his confentkig that we fliould try a negotiation with 
France firft, and if that does not fucceed, to have recourfe to Spain. This is 
what, in my opinion, Ihould be fett on foot without lofs of time, and all his ma- 
jefty’s minifters fliould fett their flioulders to it for the king’s confent, leaving 
at the fame time the emperour no manner of hopes of his majefty being att all 
concern’d in a negotiation for reconciling him with the king of Sardinia. 

The king of Pruflia will not efcape this illnefs j the gaining the prince royall 
may be of infinite confequence, he will immediately fend away his wife, and by 
what I hear, the evidence of force upon him for fear of his life to make him 
confent to that marriage will be fo ftrong, tha? there can be no difficulty in an 
abfolute divorce with power of remarrying, and his thoughts are entirely fixed 
upon the princefs Amely. Having fince my lafl confider’d of a proper noble- 
man to be fent to Berlin, I mufl; own to you I don’t know any body that would 
doe better than lord Cholmondeley. in all refpedfs. I am much out- of order, 
tho’ better than I was yefterday ; but my head-ach will not let me add any 
more, but that I am, &c. Service to his grace. I think the SS paper that he 
fent me by Mr. Couraud in the main admirable. I hope I have worked up 
this affair of Spain to pleafe you ; but we muff try France firfl. The man of 
confidence is not yett come, nor no letter from the cardinall. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE QUEEN. 

X)rford The fubflance of this letter is thus given in the hand-writing of fir Robert 
.Papers. Walpole, in the infide of the cover which inclofed the letter : 

^eerC s letter verygood^ — The emperour to he difpos'd to let his beji friends do heji 
for him. Had he accepted good offices, Effc. wotdd he now lett us negotiate, a better 
event than pojfbly from a war? — His expedlation that the progrejfe of the French will 
bring in the Dutch ' is vain. . Will rather truji to a cardinal of If the new king 
(f Pruffiia were well difpos’d; if the princes of the north would take a part, they: 
muji have fubfidies. Holland would pay none. England nujt pay all. — Nothing 
can fave the emperour but a negotiation with the maritime pmvers. He will be drove 
t.ut of Italy. Turks will invade him. — French and Bavaria may march to Vienna.— 

. To reafon from the fucceffie of the Iqft war is unjuji.— Miracles. — The Dutch ow'd 
then but 5 m . ; they owe now 50 m. Jlerling. — The Dutch cannot with us ; we 
cannot without them. — The king and queen fhould let the emperour know his true 
• • Jiate. 
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Jlate in a confidential way. He Jhovld be undeceived in his vain hopes ^ that the Eng- Period VI. 
Ujh. nation and king and queen are for him, minijlry only again/ihinu—^The maritime f 734^0^^737' 
powers mufi keep a countenance to make the cardinal apprehend a war. The Impe- i734» 
rial court, no hopes of a general war in their favour. A door open for peace. France - 
apprehends it. — Circumflances alter things ; dijiant and eventual mufi yield to pre- 
fent dangers. 

MADAM, Hague, 0 <Slobern-— 22, 1734. 

JyjT duty to my king and country, my concern for maintaining the balance Orford 

and libertys of Europe, and that by preferving the houfe of Auftria, as Papers, 
■well as the fecurity of his majefty’s crown to himfelfe and his family, are all 
moti'ves that oblige me to take the liberty earneftly to recommend to your ma- 
jefty, the imagining and purfuing fome early meafure for difpofing the empe- 
rour to lett his beft friends ufe the beft; means they can to bring him out of his 
prefent great and dayly encreafing misfortunes, by a pacification, to be com- 
paffed by their treating with fuch of the allys as may appear to them beft dif- 
pofed to make the peace moft advantageous to his Imperial majefty. It is 
d'erhonftration to me, that' if the emperour had accepted of our good offices 
when they were firft offered, he might immediately have been brought out of 
the war, and been upon as good a foot even in Italy for convenience and power, 
tho’ not exadlly with the very fame dominions, as he was’before the rupture. 

It is demonftration to me, that if he would now lett his majefty and the 
States negotiate for him, that he might ftill have a folid peace, and an honour- 
able one, if compared with what he muft unavoydably fuffer if he perfifts in . 
going on with the war ; for I cannot fbrefee any poffible event in his favour. 

His expeftations, that the further progrefs of the French arms next year on this 
fide will oblige the States to take a part in the war, are vain and ill-grounded. 

The worfe things ffiall gro'w, the more will this govenment be afraid to ftir 
and fooner than be forced into a war in their prefent condition, and againft their 
will, they will talce for their only fecurity and protection the word of a cardinall 
who is 84 years old, and who, when he finds he can run no rifk, can diffemble 
too. , ' 

Suppofing the prefent king of Pruffia to be dead, and his brave and aftive, 
fon Ihould be never fo well difpofed for the libertys of Europe ; fuppoling the 
princes of the north be inclined to putt a ftop to the progrefs of the French, 
anus'; yett as they will.furnifh no troops without money, this State c^ never, 
fecon 4 thofe good inglinations ; they haye ,it UQt in their power, and -confe-. 
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•quently not in their will, to doe it ; and it will be impoffible for Great Britain to 
pay thofe neceffary fubfidies, without the States taking their fhare in it. I can 
therefore fee no event that can happen to fave Europe and the houfe of Auftria, 
but the emperour’s immediate condefeenfion to a peace to be negotiated for his 
beft advantage by the maritime powers ; otherwife he will be driven next Ipring 
out of Italy. The Turks will invade him at the fame time in other parts, and 
akho’ it may feem chiraericall, what ihall hinder France from carrying the 
eleftor of Bavaria, if they and he pleafe, direddy to Vienna ? 

To reafon about what the maritime powers may doe from what they have 
done, is, if I may fo fay, very abfurd. Some miracles in a manner happened ih 
their favour after the lafl war was begun, but there is no room for thofe mira- 
cles now. The bell and greateil; of thofe miracles was the vail fublidys payd, 
and numbers of troops maintained by the maritime powers. But have they 
now the power of that miracle in their hands ? The Dutch owed in the begin- 
ning of that war about five millions lleriing. They now owe, would your ma- 
jefty believe It ? 50 millions fterling ; and they doe not know which way to 
turn themfelves to lay a new tax upon their people, already fo grievoufly loaded, 
without a convulfion in the Hate. 

Great Britain certainly, comparatively fpeaking, is in a much better condi- 
tion than the States are, and has fome refources ftill. But if Great Britain 
fhould venture to goe into this extenfive, expenfive, and ruinous war, without 
the Dutch, I fay, in that fenfe we are in a worfe condition than they are j that 
is, they are better able to goe into a Gallic war joyntly with us, than we are 
without them. The confequences of which would be, if we engaged in it with- 
out them, ail immediate ruin and ftagnation of our trade, to. their great advan- 
tage, ; the lofs perhaps of our beft colonys, the greateft fources of our riches ; 
deftitute of all friends and allys but thofe that can neither help themfelves nor 
us j a condition which our envious and our enemys heartily wifli us in, as what 
muft ruin the nation, and in confequence the prefent happy eftabliihment. 

For thefe reafons and Innumerable others that may occurr, as the emperour 
muft be convinced of his majefty’s reall affedtion for him even in his own ■* 
were it in the king’s power. The king and your majefty, if I may be fo bold 
as to fay it, fliould take the liberty to lett his Imperial majefty fee by fome pri- 
vate and confidential! way the ftate of things in the true light, and not lett him 
vainly flatter himfelfe, that it is poflible to help him by any other way but by 
that of good offices, or at leaft till that is tryed where it is moft likely to bring 
tffiout the fooneft the moft honourable peace for him. And his Imperiall ma- 
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jefly fliould be undeceived in thofe idle notions by which he is encouraged by 
count Sinzendorf and others to believe, that little prating emiffarys, and mani- 
feftoes printed and difperfed, will have an effeft upon the Englifh nation to en^ 
gage them in a war for him. He Ihould be undeceived in thinking, as I am 
told he thinks, that their majeftys of Great Britain are for him, but that the 
Britifli miniftry is againfh him ; and therefore he will attack them. A noble 
fcheme indeed to beat the French with, and to recover Italy, fuppofing he- fuc- 
ceeds in it ! He Ihould be told, that if the maritime powers were to embark in 
the war, there is not the leaft profpefl of their recovering for him foe much in 
Italy, as he may in all likelyhood ftiil preferve and recover by an immediate 
peace. 

As good a countenance as is poflible mull be held by the maritime powers 
to make the cardinall apprehend a war, that he may be brought to be more 
reafonable in his terms for peace ; but the Imperiall court Ihould be made fen- 
lible by fome private means, that there is no hopes of a generall war in their 
favour. What lhall be the conditions of peace, I cannot pretend to determine. 
When we are once permitted to negotiate, that will foon appear. That there 
is a door open for peace, all the world fees, and France apprehends ; and yet 
the emperour will not lett us lead him that way. 

I lhall only make one obfervation, which I believe, tho’ coming from me, is 
a true and a prudent one ; that circumftances mull determine the reafonable- 
nefs of things ; and that which in a calm might be unneceffary and unreafon- 
able for fear of future contingencys, may become even reafonable and necellary 
in a Ilorm, becanfe the immediate danger of the Ihip and crew is firll to be 
conlidered, and they are to be faved by means that may occalion fome future 
inconvenidnce : but as that inconvenience is only eventual and contingent, it 
may be prevented by meafures after the great danger lhall be over. But I am 
afraid I have taken too much liberty, and troubled your majelly too much j 
which I hope you will pardon, as coming from the frncerity of my heart, and 
from my zeal for his majelly’s fervice. 

I am, with the moll profound veneration and fefpefl, 

MADAM, 

Your majefty’s moll dutiful, molt faithful, and mofl obedient humble fervant. 
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17.34101737, HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.' 
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1 7.34* Comjtllments lord Harrington’s behaviour. — Negodations of the Dutch with S^ahi.-^ 

Views and cabals of the hijhop of Namur. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, OSober 11—22, 1734. 

Orford T Am favoured by Gold the meflenger with your’s of the 4 th and 8 th inflant. 

Papers. would but condefcend to anfwer my letters regularly it would 

fave time and trouble, and confufion in our correfpondence. What I fay to 
you about myfelfe, whether I am pleafed or difpleafed, is equally between our- 
felves : as to my private conduct towards a court, you and I entirely differ, about 
what is right and what is wrong, and therefore 'fre niuft goe on our own ways ; 
and perhaps I think bufinefs has been more fpoiled by yielding than perfevering 
in what was right ; and as to the queen, I have infinite obligations to her ; but I 
think it would have been impertinent for me to have wrote again to her majefty, 
after what -I had received from her, untill fhe called upon me for it. The 
princefs royall * now complains to ray wife of me for not writing to her ; I 
can’t tell how to doe it, becaufe I don’t know what is offenfive and what is 
inoffenfive ; this I know, what is mofl; for their interefis is not moft agreeable 
to their minds, and I have not ill-nature enough to advife any body, when they 
afk my opinion, to aft againfl their interefl. 

You don’t read carefully lord Harrington’s letters and mine, to think me in 
the wrong for having layd in my claim for not being anfwerable for the confe- 
qiiences of a meafure, taken privately between himfelfe and the king, before your 
opinion was afked, and the ill fuccefs of it afterwards mull; have been laid at 
mine, or rather at your door. It is wonderfull, that the very thing which I 
thought would have pleafed you moft, is dilliked by you ; I won’t quari'ell 
with my lord Harrington, but I won’t "have undefervedly wraps on the fingers 
without ftiowing that I feel them, nor a train lay’d for making me a dupe, with- 
out letting him fee that I know what is meant. There , are fome expreffions 
and fome turns in his letters more cold and ungracious than I ever had in feven 
years during my embafly in France. As to the difpofition to give a wrong turn 
to what comes from me, I am prepared againft it ; that ftiall not prevent my pro- 
viding in my difpatches for my own, or rather your fecurity. I thank you for 
the power you give me about Gedda. 


;n 


** Ann, married in March 1734, to William the fifth prince of Orange. 
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In relation to our negociation with Spain, it was impoffible for the ablefl head Period 
to have worked with foe much pains, and with fuch unexpected fuccefs, as 1 have ,^734^°] 
done in that aflFair. The penlionary, and in confequence the greffier, was at 173 ^ 
my firll coming entirely averfe to it ^ they were for preferring a negociation 
udth France, and are Hill for that, for reafons obvious : but as they begin to 
think France will chican and amufe, they are going on as fait as they can to pre- 
pare for a negociation with Spain. But in all your letters about reconciling 
Spain with the emperor, you think the matter very feafible by the apparent dif- 
pofition of the firft, without faying one word how the emperour is to be gained, 
as if any allyance or a marriage was to be made without the confent of both 
partys. I don’t think we have been fo deaf to Spain, becaufe Spain has never 
offered to fpeak out, and declares, that fhe cannot fpeak plainer, untill we can 
gain the emperour’s confent for employing our good offices. But with regard 
to this country in this affair, furely I have gained great ground in bringing them 
to fuch lengths, as you will fee I have done by my late difpatches, and by what 
I write this day, where you wdll find a refolution of the whole ftates, ffiowdng a 
difpofition to treat with Spain, although not yett fo decifively, on account of the 
prefent juncture with France, as were to be wiffied, (that is) not in fuch decifive 
terms : but I could fee by the deputys that they don’t diflike the thought. 

Turn your thoughts, therefore, to make the emperor better difpofed ; but I 
doe not think, as I hinted before, that is to be done by the biffiop of Namur. 

His is an errant fiddle faddle, prittle prattle intrigue amongfl women. The cafe 
I take to be this : he has, for the fake of maldng himfelfe cardinall, made the 
emprefs and other women believe, that he has by his lafl voyage to England, gott 
fuch a creditt with the queen, that he can doe any thing, difpofe her majefty, by 
the help of proper materialls, to have an ill opinion of the Walpoles, and in the 
mean time, by imparting fuch things as the court of Vienna could furniffi him 
with, fo inftrud the opponents, that the nation ffiall be in a flame, the parlia- 
ment called to meet, the miniftry ffiall be changed, and a war declared againfl 
France; and defires, for thefe great things, the firft nomination to be a cardinall. 

The emprefs fpeaks to the emperor, and the emperor to count Sin^endorff ; all 
is immediately fixed, and the biffiop muft be difpatched with great hopes of ob- 
taining what he afks by performing what he propofes. He is to have- it, on the 
other fide, underftood in England, that he is to be the emperor’s firft minifter, 
can turn ’out all the reft, and that is to gain him credit at our court. In the 
meantime the Imperiall court gives him a fort of credential!, founded upon the 

von. III. PART iiK BE regard 
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Period VI, regard the king had formerly fhewn him. A letter is fent after him to tell him he 
^^734toJ737- cannot have the firft, but is to have the fecond nomination, but # * * t 

i734‘ if he can effeft what he propofed, can be recommended by the king for the 
f Illegible. nomination ; can, in lliort, change the miniftry in England, and get the na- 

tion into a war, the emperor will make fuch removalls in his counfells as llrall 
be delired by the king. 

In Ihort, now his back is turned from Vienna, the Imperiall mmifters will 
fpoyl all his great views, unlefs he can procure from his majefty a recommend- 
ation for the precedency of the hat, which if the king does grant, he will putt all 
things into the utmoft confufion, and if the king does not favour him, nor re- 
commend him, I will lay lord Harrington loo guineas, that the bilhop will be 
no more of the conferences at Vienna than you or I fhall be : but if he be ufed 
as he Ihould be by the king, and the queen, and the miniftry, he will never gett; 
farther back than to Namur in his way to Vienna, or to Rome for the cardinal’s 
hat. He is an errand cheat, and had he not had the emperor’s letter, ought to 
have been treated immediately as fuch, being little better in my opinion, except 
he has fomething more reafonable to produce than a mere Charletan’s, that 
is playing two great courts againfl; one another to ferve his own private views. 

But I am a little furprifed that his letter, if a credential!, was fo eafily re- 
ceived. If I miftake it not, he was born in England, and went away, though 
little, at the revolution, with his father in the fervice of king James. Is this a 
perfon fitt to be credited by the emperor to the king ? If, when he had delivered 
a copy of his letter, it was to be looked upon as a credential!, I think he Ihould 
immediately have been told, that the king will hear any meflage that he may 
have from the emperor, out of refpedt to the emperor j but that his Imperiall 
majefty muft have been impofed -upon in granting him (one in his circum- 
ftances with regard to England) letters of credence as a minifter : it is a moft 
dangerous precedent, &c. But I have fayd too much on this head ; I thmk 
no management hardly fhould be fliown him, after the way he has already talked 
to you, and I wonder at your patience. 

His whole projed is, for the fake of his being a cardinall, a direft war by Eng- 
land, a reparation between us and Holland, and the forcing of a ftadthoulder 
upon the Dutch. Good God ! what a fcene of villany and confufion is he 
come upon ! A-propos, I doe apprehend that, when the prince of Orange ar- 
rives, that he has been fo flattered by the Germans, that I fhall be put upon 
things here, that will be very prejudicial! to his raajefty’s fervice- I defire for 

. ^ God’s 
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God’s fake, and his majelly’s intereft, that we may have no warm recommend- Period VI. 
ations at this criticall junfture, which was the meaning of what I fayd in my 734^0 1 737' 
letter to the queen ; if we have, all will goe back again. Ex illo fliiere^ &c. 1734. 

Mr. Johnn’s projedt, I believe, is originally his own ; which having been 
conveyed to his court, and approved by fome there, and fecretly intimated here, 
he thought fitt at this juncture to broach : he never mentioned any thing like it 
directly to me, but I remember that the lafl; time I faw him, he talked of the 
treaty of Aix la Chapelle. This government never will come into this fcheme, 
and we never can without them. I wifh you may be right in beginning your cor- 
refpondence with Berlin, by the Hanover minifter. Monfieur Dieden is a very 
able and honeft man, but notwithftanding the conftant allyance by blood be- 
tween the houfes of Berlin and Hanover, they have never otherwife agreed. 

Such is the eternall jealoufy in the neighbouring courts of Germany, that they 
moft cordially hate one another ; and this prince royall of Pruffia will fooner 
hear a young fenfible Englilli nobleman of his own years and temper, than a 
wife Hanoverian minifter ; nay, a minifter of Berlin, in whom the prince royall 
fhall putt his confidence, will fooner receive any intimation from an Englilhman 
than an Hanoverian. But it is done ; there can’t be any great harm in it, unlefs 
with regard to foreign politicks. I am afraid an Hanoverian able minifter, that 
has refided at Vienna, and was refpedted there, will hardly endeavour to make 
the fame impreffions upon the prince royall of Pruffia, with regard to the prefent 
ftate of affairs in Europe, as you and I .ffiall doe. This is wrote in a vaft hurry, 
and a moft violent headach, and fo you will excufe blunders, &c. I have num- 
bered the pages that you may not miftake by the diforder of the Iheets. 

EXTRACT OF CARDINAL FLEURY’S LETTER TO HORACE WALPOLE, 

WITH OBSERVATIONS BY SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, IN HIS OWN HAND-WRITING, 

On opening the fecret negotiation with Horace Walpole to fettle terms for a general 

pacification. 

Oft. 24 th, 1734 . This letter proves his confidence in Mr. W.’s* and P.’st Orford 
probity, unknown to every perfonwuthout exception but to the K. alone. The ^ Papers, 
fecrett to be inviolably kept. He confults not the ordinary rules of politicks, ^ 
but in things that regard the publick good : he makes no difficulty to putt 
himfelf in his power. 

The king and cardinal fincerely defire peace, but the whole councell is not 
of the fame opinion, believing it neceffary to preferve the union with their allies, 

B B 2 and 
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Period VI. and efpecially with Spain. England and Holland prefs them to difeover 
1734^01757-^ engagements, which demand is not juft, becaufe they cannot do it but in 
J734- cert with their allies, and not reafonable, unlefs the emperour and his allie 
the fame. Nevertheleffe, to prove his confidence without referve, he wil 
in generall, that their treaties roulent upon the two Sicilies in favour of 
Carlos, and upon the Milanefe m Jiatu quo for the king of Sardinia. N( 
pulation in regard to the other eftates of the emperour, not even Man 
have already explained upon what regards England and Holland. 

In regard to themfelves, the affair of Poland is the only thing in which 
are interefted. No pretenfion nor delire to aggrandife themfelves. The) 
infinitely againft the pragmatic fanflion, as prejudicial to their inter efts anc 
liberties of Europe ; but it makes no part of their engagements namely 
exprelfely- 

This being fuppofed, the queftion is to find means to reconcile fuch Opp 
and complicated interefts. He readily agrees that the prefent ftate of Po 
gives little hopes of re-eftabliflring king Staniflaus upon the throne, wLich 
depend very much upon knowfing how far England is ingag’d with the ei 
rour, or czarina, or eleftor of Saxony. If England has no- fuch engagemt 
and this negotiation fucceeds, there may be ways to fave the honour of Fra 
which it is not yett time to explain. The great difficulty regards the affa 
Spain, as well in refpeQ; to the inflexibility of the emperour, as of the qi 
of Spain, who will never confent to fee herfelf ftript of two realms, of wl 
there is little wanting to complete the conquefts. 

The firft and moft obvious expedient would be, to give the fecond a 
duchefle to don Carlos, to give the two Sicilies as her portion, with 
reverfion to the eldeft daughter, upon failure of children of the fecond. 
befides that this may not be agreeable to our court, it is very certain, o 
leaft very probable, that the emperour will never confent to it, whether foi 
hatred to the houfe of Bourbon, into whofe hands, it is poflible, his w 
fucceflion may one day fall, or that he will never confent to give the 
, ' atteint to the indivifibility of his eftates, of which Italy is the principal 

favourite objeft. 

On the other fide, although -the queen of Spain infinitely wiflies the man 
with the fecond archduchefs principally from the vaft hopes which fhe 
ceives from this marriage, he doubts whether either fhe, or the king of S| 
will ever confent that the two Sicilies, which will come to them by the rigi 
conqueft, fhall ever, upon the failure, go out of their family, which althc 

immate 
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immaterial, may give great uneafinefTe likewife to the Spanifh nation ; and it is 
very probable, that all the powers of Europe may be very much alarmed to 
fee that it is poffible that all the dominions of the emperour may be united in a 
prince of the houfe of Bourbon; and fo much the more, becaufe it is not 
impoffible but that don Carlos or his defcendants may inheritt the crown of 
Spain. The cardinal would not confent to this at the congrefs of Soiffons. 
Altho’ France and Spain ihall be poffefs’d by princes of the fame houfe, all 
experience Ihews that the alliance of blood has no influence upon their councels. 
Inftances in Spain. 

Thefe reflections he touches but flightingly, perfuaded that Horace and the 
penfionary are better able than he is to weigh the folidity of them. Politically 
fpeafcing, he is convinced that the moll fure way to eltablilh a perfeCl tran- 
quillity of Europe, is not to leave the emperour one foot of ground in Italy, 
becaufe he will always defire to recover what he has loll, as likewife Spain to 
gain upon the king of Sardinia, and that prince- on his fide to aggrandife 
himfelf. 

The only reflection that he lhall add is, that however things turn, it appears 
dangerous to have Leghorn either in the power of the emperour or Spain. 
That being a free port, open to all nations for the liberty of commerce, ought 
to be poflelfed either by a republick or fome prince little powerful, who fhall 
pot be able to abufe a port that is the center of the commerce of Europe. 

The favourite view of the emperour has been to eflablifh a marine. He has 
already great advantages by the privileges granted to him by the Port to trade 
by land to Conftantinople, that he may infenfibly make himfelf mailer of the 
whole. The fame apprehenfions from Spain, which he concludes from the 
injullices committed in the commerce to America. An obfervation in regard 
to Holland relating to the town of Embden. 

- He thus runs through the particular affairs of Europe, and reafons as private 
perfons might do, talking together, tliat they may .refled upon them, and fee 
the impartiality with which he confiders every thing which may be the ocea- 
fion of new troubles. He does the fame in regard to what nearly touches 
themfelves, and he Ihews all the difficulties, that he may open to them a large, 
field to choofe the means which they lhall judge the moll reafonable to come to- 
a folid and generall pacification. He lays alide for a moment their own parti- 
cular interefls, that he may know what we and Holland think of to facilitate, 
the peace of Europe ; and if they can agree, the moll difficult part is llill- 
behind, to bring in our allies. In this we mull ad mutually and help one 

q ■ ' another;,. 


189 

Period VI. 
i-734toi737- 

1 — J. 

1734 .* 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Period VI. another, without appearing to a£l in concert and with an underftanding. He 
‘ 73 AOI 737 - (Joes not touch the article of the king of Sardinia, but if we can agree upon 
1734. the reft, it is but juft that his inter eft mould not prevail over the publick and 
generall good ; and tve endeavour to make him hear reafon. 

The fieur Jannel * will go foon away. He will have only a letter of creance 
from the cardinal, •w'ithout any power to treat 3 becaufe the negotiation is not 
yett come to maturity, and his raiffion extends no further than to agree with 
their excellencies upon the. preliminaries and means to begin this important 
work ; and the lefs time he ftays the better. He fends this before by a courier, 
that they may be prepared before the arrival of monfieur Jannel ; and if they 
want any further explanations, he may have time to add them. He hopes he 
will anfwer to this entire confidence of his with the like confidence, which 
alone will putt them in a condition to putt in motion a negotiation, upon which 
the peace of Europe depends. 

He adds in a paragraph in his own hand, he defires two letters may be wrote, 
one to be read by others, the other for himfelf alone, in anfwer to tins, and 
fays, car encore unefois^ hors le roy, perjonne n'en a connoijpince. A poftfcript, 
relating to the meafures at Conftantinople, denies any attempt to make war 
upon the emperour, and confines it to Ruflia. He concludes, that every 
report to the prejudice of France being fo eafily believed, and the aftions of 
others difguis’d or juftified, is a bad omen of fucceffe : but they fhall have 
nothing to reproach themfelves with. 

In fir Robert Walpole^s hand- writing 7 containing remarks on a letter from 
cardinal Fleury, and hints for Mr. Walpole’s anfwer. 

^JpHE cardinal is returning again in a great meafure to his firft propofal. But 
having enter’d into the meafure of fending monfieur Jannel, from which he 
could not now depart, he is fatisfying both purpofes, writes this letter to acquitt 
himfelf without Chauvelyn, which muft be admitted to be true. His letter far ‘ 
exceeds our late expeflations, and as fuch ftiould be accepted. For our own 
fecurity and information, we muft not leave unobferv’d the art and Ikilfull 
parts of the letters, but I think not retort them upon the cardinal, unleffe -we 
intend to break off the correfpondence, and give the cardinal reafon to conclude 
that we do not wilh peace. If we rejeO: thefe overtures, we putt an end to all 

* The confidential agent whom cardinal Fleury lent to the Hague to carry on the fecret 
'negotiation with Horace Walpole. . 
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iiegotiation for peace, unlefs we choofe rather to depend upon monfieur Jan» Period VI. 
nel, or will take upon ourfelves the reconciliation of the etnperoiar aiid Spain, ^^734toi737- 
exclulive of France, which I allways looked upon as a material objeftion to 1734- 
that feparate treaty ; and France will afterwards make itt exclufive of us, and' 
leave us in the lurch. And if we receive the cardinall’s letter with marks of 
dilTatisfadion, we drive him back to Chauvelyn, and the councell of France, 
whom the cardinal has exprefsly told us are averfe to the pacification, and par- 
ticularly inclined to preferve the union with Spain. 

This declaration is a mark of fincerity ; and thus informed, we are rather to 
manage the cardinal, and allift him in proceeding further, and lead him gra- 
dually to further explanations, which cannot be done but by a civill reception 
of what he has done. The two points that the cardinal promis’d to fpeak to 
fit firlt were, their engagements, and the conditions of peace. He has touched 
upon both, and, if it be examined, in a manner that we may tye hkn down. 

If we will take him at his word. He has affirmed their engagements roule 

upon the two Sicilies for D. C. *, and the Milanefe for the K. of Sardinia, and *DaiiCkiIos- 

Rates the affair of Poland as what moft nearly concerns them, and by this he 

fgems to reduce their engagements ; thefe are three. And negatively declares, 

they have no ftipulations that regard any other eflates of the emperour, nor 

England and Holland. No pretenfion or defign to add to France, and an 

exprefl'e declaration, they have no engagements namely and expreflely againft 

the pragmatick fandlion, altho’ moft averfe to- it. 

Why not thank him for being thus explicit both in his affirmative and nega- 
tive declarations, and fake it for granted that thefe are all the engagements 
that can run counter to a pacification ? This being fuppos’^d by the cardinal j 
he comes to confider the poflible means of reconciling thefe oppofite compli- 
cated interefts. This muft be underftood of the conditions of the pacification 
relatively to their engagements, and in order to comply with them. . , 

As to the engagement concerning the two Sicilies, he fuggefts the match as 
the means to enfure that engagement, as- the moft obvious expedient, and this ' ■ 
may be confider’d as offer’d as one condition of the pacification. He then 
inforces all the difficulties and. objedlions, which are, it may not be agreeable 
for our court,, the emperor, for feveral reafons, may be averfe to it, altho*' 
the minifters wifh it, the K. and Spanifh nation may have objeftions to ity 
and all Europe may be- alarm’d, &c. Not one objedlion on the part of 
France, and anfwers the generall objedlion erifing from the houfe of Bourboitj 
and fubmitts all to Mr. W. and the Pen. . . 

Whj 
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Why fliould not this propofition be Rated and recited in the words of this 
’ letter, obferving the difficulties and objedidons, and defiring the cardinal to con- 
fider and determine, whether the mifchiefs of a generail war in Europe are of 
greater weight than thefe objedtions ; and whether we fhould not mutually affift 
one another in bringing our allies into it, if that is wanting ? I think Mr. W. 
ought to fuppofe that the cardinal has no objedion to it in the prefent circum- 
ftances of times, altho’ he had at Soiffons. 

Whta fallows is written on another pafer of the fame fize, and probably at the 
fame time. 

As to the 2d .engagement with the king of Sardinia, as the engagement is 
from France, the cardinal muft; be defired in a friendly manner, and it is but 
reafonable to explain what he propofes to fatisfie that prince. The affair of 
Poland can only be explain’d by France. We have allready faid we- have no 
engagements relating to the crown of Poland, which fliould be repeated with 
regard to the emperor, Mufcovy, or Saxony, when that is known to the car- 
dinal, as he confeffes, the Rate of Poland gives but little hopes of placing king 
Staniflaus upon the throne j and that, if we have no engagements, there may 
be ways of faving the honour of France, which he does not think it yett time 
to explain after our declaration ; he, who only can, muR be defired to ex- 
plain the means of faving the honour of France. 

The affair of Leghorn muR be explained. Is it to be feparated from Tuf- 
cany? or is don Carlos to part with Tufcany, and to whom? If a prince pen . 
puiffant is to have it, and it cannot be the emperour or Spain j France, or a 
dei^hdant of France, is equally dangerous. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE QUEEN. 

Reprefents the propriety of infinmfmg to the emperor to accept the interpofttion of the 
king and States. — On the mfjton^ charadler, and intrigues of the bijh'op of 
' Namur. ■ 

MADAM, Hague, C£lober 15—26, 1734. 

J Took the liberty to trouble yout majeRy by laR poR with my thoughts for 
dffpofing the emperour, if poffible, to confent to the good offices of his ma- 
jeRy and the States for bringing matters to an accommodation, by Rich means, 
and by treating with Rich powers as fliall appear difpofed to come to the moR 
reafonable terms- If what I then offered deferved your majeRy’s attention, I 
: : , ’ am 
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am fenfible that great addrefs fliould be ufed in making the proper infinuadons Penod ■\ 
to their Imperial majeftys on fo nice a fubjeft. All reproaches and expoftula- 
tions mull; be layd afide ; it mull not be done from minifter to minifter, but in J734. 
an amicable and familiar way, by a private canal. 

The difpiite whether his majefty and the States fliould employ their good 
offices before they declare themfelves with refpeft to the fuccour.s demanded by 
the emperour ; or whether they fliould give their affiftance to him at the fame 
time, and without employing their good offices ; that difpute, I fay, fliould be 
waved at prefent ; the point of honour is too far engaged on both fides. But 
their Imperial majeftys fliould be defired to confider, whether this time of in- 
action, and proper for negotiation, fliould be entirely loft, and flip out of our 
hands ; whether, confidering the fituation of the allys, who perhaps are not as 
yett united by one treaty, fliould have different views, and different intierefts, 
we fliould not be permitted by the emperour to take the advantage of this litua- 
tion, by treating with either of them, and, by difcovering their views, endeavour 
to make ufe of them for the fervice of the Imperial court, and for preferving, 
the balance of Europe ? And if it be afk’d in what manner and to what degree;, 
it is impoflible to tell without trying and treating. And whether, in cafe forae 
fteps of this nature be not taken during this naturall armiftice, there be any 
profpeft of the emperour’s affairs being in a better condition in the fpring than 
.they are now ; and whether the ftrongeft reafori and prudence does not diredtiy 
' point out fuch a condufl:, as what diredlly leads to ferve the emperour more 
than any other that can be fuggefted ? 

If the Imperial court fliould reply, We are ready to concert meafures for aft- 
ing vigoroufly, fend your affiftanQe according to treaty, and lett us have the 
eftedt of our guarantys : fuch an anfwer as this will only draw on the ol3 dif- 
pute, whether good offices fliould not be employed before the declaration about 
fuccours fliould be made, in wffiich each fide will adhere to their own propofals; 
and in the mean while the time that is fo precious will Aide away. Nothing will 
be done before the fpring, and the emperour will be enconipafled on all fides 
with the ftrength of the ennemys he has already felt this year, and with liew 
ones, perhaps no lefs fprmidable ; particularly with the Turks, in whofe quarrell 
the maritime powers can have no manner of concern, altho’ they continue all 
poffible means to prevent a rupture there. If the emperour will fuffer it to be 
infinuated on his part, that he is willing that his majefty and the States fliould 
employ their good offices where they think it may be of fervice to him ; or if 
indeed he fliould ftjll perfevere in not condefcending to fuch a ftep, yett I fliould 
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J734. impoffible it will be for him, tho’ never fo defirous of doing it, to fecurei tl 
' balance of Europe, which will be at the mercy oT France, by any other wa^ 
than that of negotiation ; he will, I flatter myfelf, turn his thoughts to lay ho] 
of the moil favourable opportunity that may offer from any of the allys to fo 
ward propofals for an accommodation. For I doe not at prefent fee any hop< 
of the States being frightened by France, or the power of France, as long ; 
the Low Countrys are fpared, and promifed to be fpared, to come into any v 
gorous meafures for their own or the fecurity of Europe. 

Since as long as the emperour perfifts to refufe all ways to fave him, but th: 
of force of arras j and as long as France and fome other of the allys cry direi 
for a pacification, the Dutch will attribute all future dangerous events that don 
immediately affeS: them and England to the ftubbornnefs and haughtinefs < 
the Imperiall court. And this remark is to be made on this occafion, that tl 
xmpreffion of the fame danger is different, and affefts in different ways, accorc 
ing to the different motives from whence it comes. For example, fhould tl 
emperour perfifl in refuflng to give his confent for offices to be employed by tl 
maritime powers for obtaining a peace, or to hearken to any propofals th: 
may be made to him in confequence of offices employed without his confent 
and fhould the French next year, upon fuch refufalls on the part of the emp 
rour, penetrate further into the empire, and even the hereditary- dominions j 
much queftion whether the States would be fufficiently alarmed to take an 
meafures to flop the progrefs of the French arms, as attributing all thofe mi 
fortunes to the conduft of the Imperiall court. Whereas had good offices bee 
employed by the confent of the emperour ; and had the French and their all; 
appeared unreafonable in thdr terms of peace in confequence of thefe goc 
offices, and afterwards fhould carry their arms fo far as is mentioned in tl 
other cafe, I am perfuaded the States would take new fpirit and vigour, woul 
think of concerting meafures, as attributing thefe attempts to the dangerot 
views of France. And altho’ indeed in both cafes it is certainly true, that tl 
hazard to the libertys of Europe might be the fame by the fame progrefs an 
fuccefs of arms ; yet as the caufes are different, or will be thought differen 
they will have a different effefl upon the minds of this people. And yet the en 
perour will not fuffer good offices to be employed^by the maritime powers, b 
caufe he looks upon them as allys, and will not let them aft the part of medi 
tors ; which is a queftion not yett determined, and can be determined no oth. 
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way than by employing our good offices, and from thence judging what the de- 
iigns of the allys are. 

But my excurfions are too long and troublefome j and as what I write now 
is only a continuation of what I wrote to your majefly by laft poft, I hope you 
will give the fame indulgence to them both, as if it was but one trouble and 
one fault. If I proceed any further on tliis fubjed:, it will be to conlider with 
which of the allys it may be moft advifable to clofe, as their offers are like to 
Be moft reafonable, and to have the greateft tendency for a pacification ; for I 
don’t fee how it is poffible to have a war by the manner of proceeding of the 
Imperiall court, that appear fo defirous of a war, and have taken the moft ef- 
fedual means to prevent it. If I was to fay, in one word, where the negotia- 
tions would at laft center, and where it is moft likely to obtain the moft reafon- 
able pacification, I think it muft be with Spain ; and I will explain my reafons 
for thinking fo in my next, if I find what I have already faid is not too much. 

By what I fee of the bilhop of Namur’s credentials, and what I hear of his 
condud, he is ading a very dextrous part for anfwering his own views. He 
letts the Imperial court believe he can doe wonders in England, and he pro- 
bably will endeavour to make your majefty believe that he can doe wonders at 
Vienna; and under thefe notable perfuafions you are both to confpire to make 
him a cardinal : and in fad, if his majefty will make a little alteration in his 
miniftry, the emperour will make a little alteration in his too ; perhaps recall 
Boltza from Spain. The parliament of England may be eafily called immedi- 
ately, a war declared againft France and her allys, and by that means all mif- 
underftandings and uneafynefs between the two courts will be removed, and 
things goe on as happily and fmoothly as can be by this fpiritual tranfubftantiation 
of temporal affairs ; by the hocus focus tricks of this extraordinary bilhop. But 
I am afraid I grow too free with a perfon that is to be firft minifter at Vienna, 
when I lhall be pope at Rome ; and crave your majefty’s pardon for this great 
liberty which your laft moft gracious letter has drawn upon you, and which I 
am afraid your majefty begins to repent off. The king of Pruffia is not dead, 
as reported ; but the news of his death is dayly expeded. He has ordered his 
youngeft daughter to be marryed immediately. 

I am, with the moft profound veneration and refped, &c. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Writes to lord UarHngten about the bijhop of Namur. 

DEAR BROTHER ' Hague, Oft. 15-26, 1734. 

J Will trouble you with butt a few words. I think you fhould, without 
affectation, endeavour to gett John to putt his plan in writing ; and it will 
be eafy, if you fend a copy of it to me, to fhew the impoflibility of the execu- 
tion. This you fhould doe without giving him any encouragement to his 
journey, or hopes of fuccefs. I believe the thought is his own, but that he 
may have found fome acc^s to have it recommended elfewhere. 

I have wrote a few lines to lord Harrington, relating to the bifhop of Namur, 
founded upon fomething he hiyd to me in his difpatch j but mine is a private 
letter. ■ - . ■ 

I entirely agree with you about tbe aflfair of Spain, and that there is no 
likely hood of getting out of thefe troubles but that wayj however, the pen- 
fionary, that feems to think foe too, would fee the man of confidence firft. 
When he will come, I know not j we have noe news of him yett ; and what 
he will fay when he comes, I am aff^d will not be very edifying. Gould the 
emperour be brought to Lett us fpeaketd Spain, his confent might be procuring 
in the mean time that we negotiate with France, and fome encouraging words 
might be Jett fall to Moritajo. 

Mr. Spoch, who inarryed the pOTlionary’s daughter, fhould now have a 
bounty warrant for 300/.: it would be taken very kindly if you can gett it 
done. 

■HORACE WALPOLE; TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Remarks on the credeiftiak ^ the bijhop of Namufy and on the recommendatory 
letter of the emperor to the king.— Views and objebls of his mijfion, — Danger of 
his continuing in England.— Sever.e refieStions on his character. 

.MY DEAR JLORD, . - • Hague, Oft. 15— a6, 1734. 

OUR lordfhip having feiit me a copy of the bifhop of Namur’s credentials 
for nay informadon only, and grveh fo fliort an account of his conduCt 
fince his arrivall, I fhall not pretend any otherwife than as a private friend to 
give you my fendmentsand obfervadmis upon his errand and views. 

If the letter from the emperor to die king, brought by him, is to be look’d 
upon as a credential!, I rauR owuj coafidering the circumftances of the bilhop’s 
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life and his religion ; being at the fame time, as I imagine, a fubjedt of Eng- Period ^ 
land, I fliould make fome queftion whether fuch a credential! fliould have been ^^734toi. 
received ; and the hefitating about receiving it on a very good pretence, might 1754. 
have given an opportunity to judge by his condufl: whether he fliould be fuf- 
fer’d to continue in England or not. 

As to the letter itfelfe, joyned with what Mr. Robinfon fayd of him before 
he left Vienna, I think it appears to me, (unlefs you find the contrary,) by his 
behaviour, that the whole is a contrivance of his own, to play his pretended 
confidence and creditt with the fefpeftive courts in fuch a manner againfl; one 
another, as may make both contribute upon falfe principles and perfwafions to 
his being made a cardinall. The emperour tells his majefty in this letter, that 
the bijhop, having infinuated to him his dejign to take a turn into England, and 
knowing that the king had fome goodnefs and confidence for him, &c. that is to fay, 
the bifliop of Namur had made the court of Vienna, or the ladys there believe, 
that he is extreamly well at the court of England, and that he. could, if the 
emperour would give him a fort of creditt, doe wonders there, to anfwer the 
fentiments and wifhes of their Imperiall majeflys at this great junfture ; and 
now he is England, he is to make the king and queen of Engiand believe that 
he has the confidence and creditt of their Imperiall majeftysj and from this 
foundation, if he is to be believed, he is to obtain new ftrength and credit in 
England, to promote and forward his views at Vienna j and therefore he fays 
he CQvats fully inftrudled in the emperor's fentiments and the motives of his conduit, 
the fenfe of which will, as I apprehend, prove to be, that he is furnilhed with 
pieces to juftifye the conduft of the Imperiall miniftry ; and confidering how 
different that has been from what his majefty has defired, the fame pieces will 
ferve to lay the blame on the conduft of the Englifli miniftry ; and if thefe 
motives of the emperdur’s condufl fliould appear fatisfadory to their majeftys, 
the confequence I think is plain, and then it will be no hard matter to guefs in 
what manner the uneafynefs of either fide is to be removed. 

Thefe are, as I take it, the views and meaning of the bilhop’s errand with 
regard to himfelfe .and the publick, and I don’t wonder that he does not intend 
to ftay upon the foot of a minifter in England : his bufinefs is of another na- 
ture, though fonietimes pradifed by Imperiall minifters ; and therefore I look 
upon the credential! letter as calculated only to gett him admittance and pro- 
tedion, that he may , continue in England for purpofes that can’t be long hid;. 

But it will be a cruell thing, if, under the privilege of a minifter, without being 
fo, he fliould be fuffer’d to doe all the mjfchief he can to the adminiftration of 
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Period VI. a court who gives him that prote£tion. My dear lord, give me leave to fay, 
that I have known this gentleman perfedly well for many years, and did not 
1734. care what preferment he had at Rome, which is his chief defire, but is not the 
only bufinefs of his prefent miflion. Believe me, he is a mountebank in poli- 
ticks, and does . not care where nor how he difpenfes his poyfon, if it will but 
anfwer his own ends. This is fayd with all due fefpefl; to a minifter credited by 
the emperour, and with a readynefs to retrafl: my opinion, if bilhop Strick- 
landt’s behaviour flrould prove different from what I imagine, as I heartily wilh 
it may. ' ■ 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE QUEEN. 

Intrigues of France againjl the emperor. — On the mijfion of the hifhop of Namur ^ 
and his cabals with oppqfition. — Recommends his difmijfiosi. — Hints at the fecrct 
convention. — Illnefs of the king of PruJJia. 

MADAM, Hague, Od. i. 3 — 29, 1734. 

Oxford ^INCE I troubled your majefty by ball poft with fome reflexions on the pre- . 
papers. fent ftate of affairs, the king will have received from Mr. Robinfon a paper 

delivered by the Imperiall minillers to him and Mr. Bruyninx, accompanyd 
with others, all tending to fhew the intrigues of France in various parts of Eu- 
rope as well as in Turley, to diftrefs the emperour, and confound him by the 
next campagne ; by which it appears that the Imperiall court, far from being 
moved by thefe apprehenfions to condefeend to our employing good ofiices 
during the prefent vacancy of a0;ion to obviate thefe mifehiefs, is pleafed to 
make no other ufe of the difeoverys of thefe intrigues, but to defire that our 
minillers at the Porte fliould lett the Turk know, that they are authorifes d 
declarer nettement d la Porte qite les deux puifances maritimes ne pourront pas fe 
difpenfer de tnettre des jufles borties aux progres des armes de la maifon de Bourbon. 
Certainly nothing Ihould be left unfayd that is proper for his majefty and the 
States to fay to divert the Turks from coming to a rupture with the Chriftians. 
But it is impoflible that the Imperiall court can hope, untill they fhew a greater • 
condefcenlion to the offer of good offices than they have done, that his majefty 
and the States fliould goe fuch lengths ; efpecially when, in the very fame paper 
where they make their requeft, they cannot forbear upbraiding us in very dlf- 
agreeable terms, by faying that the former reprefentations of the emperour have 
•only ferved d lui attirer des reproches, et de laigreur, an lieu du fruit qidil en 
attendoit, accijling us at the fame time with having annonce d rempereur Vimpojjt- 
biUte de le fecoiirir-d moins qf il ne veuille fe departir d’avance du droit acquis par 
■ . . ks 
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les traites, which is indeed a very falfe fuggeftion; and confequently thefe 
ungracious expreffions are but very bad ingredients and motives for procuring 
aififtance. And therefore, when I confider, madam, the whole condudt of the 
Imperial court, in being fo fond of delivering,_ffom time to time, fuch a variety 
of papers,- 1 doe not think they are calculated with a view of obtaining what 
they feem to delire j for they are by noe means wrote in a ftyle proper for that 
purpofe : but the chief view of them is to make them ferve as proofs to a 
manifefto to be difperfed in England, and alfoe as materials to the patriots ; 
being flattered that by this means they lhall be able to influence the parliament 
fo far as to force the king and the miniflry into a war in favour of the empe- 
rour. And I look upon the chief errand of Strickland, as talking Englifh, and 
having a general acquaintance, is for him to be the principal a£lor in this fcene; 
and under the notion of having a credential letter from the emperour, (which 
for a perfon of his circumftances feems a very extraordinary thing to me,) he is 
to be protefted in carrying on a fcheme in oppofition to his majefty’s meafures 
and miniftry. If I wrong him (of which your majefly by this time may be a 
judge) I heartily beg pardon. 

Y ou will pardon me, if I tell your majefly on this occafion what has lately 
been hinted to me by a very intelligent perfon, which is, that when a courier 
arrives at Vienna from count Kinfky, it is obferved that the court behaves there 
as if they had received fome good news from England ; and on the contrary, 
the fame court appears extreamly out of humour from their conferences -with 
Mr. Robinfon ; from whence it is inferred that they conflantly receive encou- 
ragement from the patriots ; and fome goe fo far as to fay they have, or that 
Kinlky pretends to have, from better hands than the patriots, fuch hopes and 
countenance as to exhort his court to talk of nothing but war, and to pufh 
that point at the meeting of the parliament ; which will necelfarily occafion a 
difpute about the Imperiall and Englifh miniftry ; and how that can turn to' the 
fervice of the emperour, and the ballance of Europe, I cannot fee. How it is 
to be prevented, I fubmitt to better judgements. But I am perfwaded that no 
perfon, whatever his charafter may be, will receive foe much countenance at 
court as may encourage him in fuch an extraordinary proceeding ; and if the 
bifhop of Namur has nothing more to doe than to create difturbances in Eng- 
land, and procure himfelfe, even by the creditt of England, a cardinal’s hat for 
his reward, I fhould think the fooner he was fent away with civill anfwers to* 
his civill letters, without any other recommendation than that he was admitted 
becaufe he came from the emperour, the better it would be for his majefty’^s- 
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Period VI. fervice. I fay all this by guefs ; and therefore, if I am miftaken in father 
i73ftoi7^ views, I hope I ftiall be forgiven. 

1734. As to the fecret negotiation, to be had with the cardinal’s man of confide 
I muft own I have little hopes of good fuccefs from it. He is expected her 
Sunday ; and we muft hear what he has to fay ; but as the cardinall is 
feffed, unlefs we could call Chauvelyn and Peckett out of him, who pc 
him by turns, no good can come of it. The fpiritt of the anfwer lately c 
from France will be transfufed into the inftruftions of the man to be 
hither j and although he- be (as his eminence tells me) a relation of the bi 
of Meaux, (God blefs my poor old friend for his wife refledions !) he wil 
as if he was the fpawh of Chauvelyn. This being the cafe, I fubinitt it i 
ther it may not be time to begin to confider in what manner a more cor 
negotiation may be carryed on with Spain, and what means may be ufe 
bring, if poffible, that court and the emperour to a better temper with 
another. But I will trouble your majefty no more on this head at pre: 
becaufe I may perhaps be able to be more explicit about the neceffity of fu 
negotiation in my next, unlefs I lhall, before that time, be informed that I i 
talcen too much liberty in writing fo freely to your majefty already. 

The letters from Poftdam, of the 23d, fay that the Icing of Pruflia had 
better than ufuall the night before, had noe feaver, and that a great moif 
conftantly ran from his legs, without the breaking of the fk}m ; which ' 
look’d upon as good fymptoms : but the fame letter concludes at laft, that 
phyficians agree that they have no hopes of his recovery, altho’ he may 
hold out fome weeks. 

The penfionary has a letter in cypher from Berlin of the 23d, by whic 
is acquainted, that the Icing of Pruffia, fince his illnefs, declared, in the 
fence of feverall of his minifters and of the prince royall, that he received 
fatall blow at Beyex,- (a place fome miles from Poftdam,) from the hanc 
■ Seckendorlf j and turning at the fame time to Gromkow, fayd, Gromkow, 
know this to be true ; and then calling his eyes upon his fon, he bid him be 
•of eyill councellours. There was no explanation of what this meant in j 
cular ; but it is thought it related to the marriages. Gromkow fancyshiir 
to be well with the prince royall ; but I am.told it is very doubtfull. Not 
of the humour and views of that prince will be certainly known untill his f: 
be dead ; but every body believes that the queen- of Pruffia will have great 
ditt and intereft with her fon even in matters of great moment. 

I am, with the moft profound veneration and refpeft, madam, your majt 
moft faithlul and moft dutyfull and moft obedient humble fervant. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Jllncfs of the king of Prtffa.—Paffion of the prince royal for miftc. — Writes to the 
queen. — EmperoPs intention to overturn the minifry. 

DEAR BROTFIER, Hague, O£lober i8 — 29, 1734.* 

HE mayl due this day not being yett arrived, I have none of your favours 
to acknowledge. I have little trouble to give you, befides acquahiting 
you that I am told the prince royall * of Pruffia’s chief pleafure is nfufick, 
although he was obliged to hide it from his father. I think lord Cholmondeley 
as good a perfon as ^offible to be fent with a compliment at his firft coming to 
the throne ; and fuppofing your fon Edward went with him, and ftayd after- 
wards as envoy. 

I am now to tell you, that I have wrote with what I write by this poft, three 
polls together, long letters to the queen upon our affairs ; but I did not men- 
tion it to you, that her majefty might not think it was done by concert between 
usj which if Ihe fpeaks to you, as without doubt fhe wall, you might fafely 
fay you knew nothing of them ; -but I alvi'^ays write in the dark as to knowing 
what will or what will not be agreeable. 

I delire you will lett me know whether you ever have had any converfation 
with Mr. Bock the Pruffian minifter, and whether you talked to him againll 
Mr. ^intius, who is employed here by the king of Pruffia. As to the Pruffian 
court, you mull not mind one word what your friend' Diemar fays about it : 
he is a friend and a dupe to Seckendorff, who has certainly adled in that court a 
moll wicked part; and will not, P believe, goe thither in hall. I am molt 
affeftionately your’s. 

Should you not think of acquainting the cabinet councill with the Hate of 
matters ; and of fecuring Dorfett, lord prelident t, and others, before the 
patriots influence them ; and of having a dedudlion made of all forreign tranf- 
aftions ; for I apprehend that the Imperiall court is determined to attack the 
Britilh minillry. 
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FROM LORD HARRINGTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Intrigues of the bijhof of Na/nur in England. 

DEAR SIR, London, October 22 — November 2, 1734. 

T Was pleafed to find in your private letter to me of , the 26th inflant N. S. 
A fo perfect an agreement with the notions we had entertained here of the 
bithop of Namur, as well with refpe£t to his perfonal charafter as to the 
occafion and purpofe of his million ; and I think I may venture to alTure you, 
that his own private views, and thofe of his court, will be equally difappointed; 
for I don’t find the leaft difpofition in the king either to recommend him for 
the cap, or to change his miniftry. The only mifchief to be apprehended from 
him is his fiirnilhing matter for the oppofers to declaim upon ; for which pur- 
pofe he has been fupply’d by the court of Vienna with all the informations and 
materials which they were able to give him; but whether he will venture to 
play fo defperate a game as that mull be for the emperour, is very doubtfull. 
He feems already not to flatter himfelf with hopes of fuccefs, and is fending a 
meffenger to Vienna to give the emperour an account of the fituation in which 
he finds things here, and will fet out for the Bath in two or three days, where 
he propofes to flay a month in order to waft the time till he may receive an 
anfwer ; and as I expeft the king’s commands to write to Vienna upon his fubjeft 
by the next poll, I hope to do it in fuch a manner as- may make his ftay here 
after his return from the Bath of very Ihort duration. 

The difpatches which we have juft received from you by Money the meflen- 
ger open fuch a new* field for fpeculation and reafoning, as makes me think it 
unneceffary to trouble you at prefent (as I had propofed to do) with my notions 
of matters as they appeared to me before thofe important letters arrived. I am 
fure you won’t expeft I Ihou’d give you any opinion at prefent upon the cardi- 
nal’s letter, which there has not been time as yet even to read carefully over ; 
but I hope in a few days to difpatch a melTenger to you with his majefty’s com- 
mands, and full inftruftions thereupon. 

* He alludes to a propofal made by cardinal Fleury to open a fecret negotiation for tbe pur- 
pofe of arranging the preliminaries. The letters which relate to this fecret convention are toa 
numerous to infert in this publication : the moR interefting will appear in the Walpole Corref- 
pondence. 


HORACE 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

On the intrigues of the bijhop of Namur in England. 

DEAR TOM, Hague, Nov. 5, 1734« 

J Never troubled you about the bilhop of Namur’s journey to England, which 
feemed, upon your firft mention of it, to be a very extraordinary ftep to me : 
but as you wrote it in fuch a manner, as to perfuade me it was then already deter- 
mined, I thought it would be an ufelefs and unneceflary undertaking for me, by 
a friendly hint, to putt you upon endeavouring to prevent what I imagined, 
from the circumftances of the man’s life and charafter, could not be agreeable 
to their majeftys, or of any fervice to the emperour. But I can now tell you, 
in the greateil confidence, that what I then fufpefted has proved true ; and that ■ 
both the king and the queen are very much fliocked, that a native and fubjedl of 
England, and at the fame time a popilh prieft, fhould pretend to continue his 
refidence there, under the proteflion of letters from the emperour and emprefs ; 
taking upon him at the fame time a feigned name, (for he calls himfelf Mr. 
Mofeley,) without any charadter, or having propofed in a fortnight’s time any 
thing of bufinefs, either to the king or any of his minifters, but is conftantly 
bufy in intrigues and correfpondence with all forts of people. I can affure you 
this condudl is foe offenfive, as to be a queftion, whether the affront be greater 
to the dignity of the great perfonages that wrote the letters, or of thofe that re- 
ceived them ; and I don’t know what may be the confequence of the bifliop’s 
flaying long in England, on this foot. 

I have thought fit, as a friend, to give you this hint, that you may give a 
proper intimation of it, if you pleafe, to count Staremberg and monfieur Bar- 
tenftein. What I fay is wrote to yourfelf alone as a friend, who has no direfl: 
authority for it, but does it upon good grounds, and with no other view than, to 
preferve a good underftanding between the two courts. 
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THOMAS ROBINSON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Apologifes for his own condtid: in regard to remnmending the bifop of Namm\^ 
Explains the bifhop* s ^iews and intrigue and accounts for the wfuence which 
, he obtained over the e?nperor* 

SIR, Vienna, Nov. 13, N. $. 1734. 

J Received laft night by the port, the honour of your excellency’s letter of the 
3d inft. N. S. and this morning count Sinzendorf fent me that of the 5 th. 
The inclofed difpatches to lord Harrington contain the anfwer to the firft, and will 
let your excellency fee in what an exafl conformity to your thoughts I have writ- 
ten to lord Kinoul. 

The other letter demands a fuller, and the moll immediate, anfwer, that not 
a moment’s time may b6 loft in foftening as much as can be done, confiftently 
with truth and juftice, the unhappy incident of the bilhop of Namur’s perverting 
the letters, which, for his private interefts, he has furprifed from their Imperial 
majefties ; and as your excellency has written to me in confidence, and with 
your conftant view of preferving a good underftanding between the two courts, 
I am the readier to enter into this matter, as I am verily perfuaded that the in- 
tentions of both their Imperial majefties were fo perfeflly pure and innocent, that 
they will themfelves be the firft to refent the indignity done to their recommend- 
ations, by the ill ufe which the bilhop lliall have made of them. 

As, with your ufual penetration, you will have difcovered by my letter of the 
8th of September, -the delicacy of my fituation, with refpeft to the ftrong orders 
which I received about the bilhop of Namur, and my private opinion of him, it 
is unneceffary to enter into any farther defcription of it here. It will appear 
fufficiently, by your turning to that letter, how far only I literally obferved my 
inftruftions, that is, confiftently with the true intention of procuring him the no- 
mination to be a cardinal, in order for the king to have a proper perfon at Rome. 
But when the bilhop hinted to me his other views, and particularly his going to 
England, which you will have obferved was only a few days before he departed, 
I fpoke to him in the fevereft manner, at which, in my letter I fay out of refpeft, 
he appeared only difappointed, but for which he would have killed me, if he 
durft ; for in fa£l I explained to him his imprudence in thinking of any fuch 
thing as it deferved. I thought I had even put a flop to it ; but on the 5th of 
Septqnber, the very night before he fet out, he told me the thing was done j 
yfhen I again explained myfelf to him, in a manner that would even then have 

' diverted 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


205 


verted liim from gtjjng, but that there was no receding after the marvels Period vr. 
hirh he had protniled to the emperor, and to himfclf, from liis journey to 
[jghiiul. ,71^. 

I never fpuhe of him at all to prinee I'.ugene, beeault; he never dcfircd it, and 
believe he hardly faw the prince all the while he was here. It has been the 
me ihujg w’ith refpet'l to count tSt;iremI>erg. He courted at firfl the inart[uis 
• Hialp and ctiunt .Sinzendorf, and then fie left them ; but with them I had en- 
;avoured to do him the good offices wliich were confiflent with the pajier that 
gave them in liis favour. W!u*n afterward.s fjc came to infmuate hiinfelf into 
e opinion of tin* emperor, and monfieur Bartenftein was ordered to talk to him, 
i>ld the latter, that the m.in had a kind of intriguing wit, hut no judgment j and 
at the tnemoriak he prefumed to draw were furniflted hitu bycount Rofemberg ; 
man like himfelf, of more wit than judgment. I added, by way of a friendly 
formation, that by his intrigues he feemed to be getting gromul in the emj>e” 
r’scfleetn ; hut as my defign was confltmily, according to my orders, to njftjl 
m in oirryin^ un anv f,ha>k- 'whhh I'C prajMi/i J for liis nomination only, (tmi 
hith / nsiyt't tay/i if t/iird- fir.ii tit .ihic tind pnp<r, I did indeed, while 1 was lick, 
nd mv lecretai y to monfieur Bartcuffein, at the bilhop’s requell, to know if he 
id fpokcii to the emperor uyurn the paper which regarded the nomination, and 
kit'd a kind <»f a rcc<nnmendaiion of the biflmp, wliich he Aiggefted himfelf, 

I art'uriitg monfieur IJarieiiffcin, that jicifoiis of honour, the fiiglicr tliey were 
tfcti, the greater gratitude they had towards the promoters of their fortunes, 
ionfieur Barteuffein fent me word back, that he had f'pokcn to the emperor, 
lil h.ul found his Inijn iial m.ijefty well dirpoli d, and tliai he would talk to me 
ore at k'ifure upon that affair: but from that day tt> this he never mentioned 
e hifluip to me 5 {K'rhaps, becaufe he thought 1 had a littlcnels of mind enough 
be ji-alous of the other’s going to Kngland, according to the turn whicfi tfie 
fhop fiii|',ht tiavc poflibly given to my difap|»robation of his journey. Seeing 
en the fiLiiee of ihi.s court towarils me, and that tlie thing, when I came to 
low it for tertain, was puff all remedy, for the bifhop fpoke to me at <) of the 
uck at tiigfit, and fet out the morning at five, i conteufed mylUf witfi 
ndiiig an account of the whole to Kng,laiid, leaving the red to work its own 
ay, after the itiimuaiknw, wliicli 1 could not luibe.ir m.ikiug, with reipccl to 
c precautions with which the bifhop was to be liflcia J to at Lonuon, 
ft was only hill night that I knew, and that from Lnglaiul, that tlie bifliop 
’ Namur was there with a credential from the emperor, whicii was confirmed 
' me this itiormng by your cjiCcUcncy. But upon the tvholc I am perluadeil, 
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that, without fcarce knowing prince Eugene ; that, without darjng to know 
count Staremberg, on account of different opinions about the queftion of Jan- 
fenifni ; that, for the fame reafon, not being well with the emperor’s confelfor ; 
that, without having any confidence in the chancelor, and without the chan- 
celor’s having any in him ; and laftly, that, with having as little confidence in 
the marquis de Rialp, for as to any acquaintance with monfieur Bartenftein, 
they faw, I believe, one another but three times at moft ; this man has had the 
art to make the emperor believe he has great credit in England, as he may have 
hoped to make it be believed he had as much ’here, and with as much fufficiency 
as to his opinion of his parts, as little judgement with refpeft to his condud, 
that, upon the pretext of returning to England to thank the king for obtaining 
the emperor’s nomination, he might ferye his Imperial majefly in other matters, 
of which, as to the ftate of what had paffed, he procured the emperor ’s orders to 
monfieur Bartenftein to inform him. But I know now, that, before he went 
away, he made an entire confidence of his whole intrigue to his only friend and 
counfelor here, count Rofenberg, who is not the moft referved and difcreet 
perfon in the world, fo that the news of his going to England was not long a 
fecret; and when, upon the arrival of monfieur Walfanaar’s courier, count 
Tarouca told me he fuppofed this court had received letters from Strickland, 
and I fliewed my furprife how the emperor could fend fuch a perfon with any 
commiflion at all, the count anfwered, njoulez vous que Pon fajfe, quand on 
ejt prSte d fe noyer, on s’ attache d tout. This I mention, as leading to the part 
which I am perfuaded the emperor and the emprefs have had fingly and in- 
nocently in the whole affair. 

It would demand a long converfation with your excellency, and you have 
known my ardent defire for more than a twelvemonth to be indulged in one, 
to explain all the interior of this court. But be pleafed to imagine for a mo- 
ment, a prince of the emperor’s temper and in his circumftances — to fay no 
more — an artful prieft comes under the fanftified pretence of reforming his dio- 
cefe, in the direftion. of which he is certainly very exemplary ; he has ftrong 
recommendations from a court in friendfhip with the emperor, and the minifter 
of that court is to lend him his good offices in another affair of a high nature : 
but he quits by degrees the domeftick affairs of his diocefe, to enter into thofe 
of the emperor’s adminiftration, and inftead of the bifhoprick he will reform 
the government. He produces his recommendations, which were to be fubfer- 
vient to one point only, as fo many proofs of the regard which thofe who re- 
commended him may have for him in all points. . He imagines complaints be- 
tween 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


207 


tween the parties, where there are none, and by propofmg himfelf as a kind of a Period VI. 
mediator, he makes real complaints. I reprefent to him that I know of no mif- 
intelligence, as he imagines, between the two courts, which makes his million i734' 
unnecelTary, and that, if there are any, it cannot but be on account of fuch im- 
poflibilities, which it is not in his power, or in that of any man alive, to remedy. 

He perfifts, however, in deceiving the emperor into a belief of his being capable 
of doing him fervice in England, fingly polTelTed as he is with the hopes of 
his nomination or future grandeur in another way, according to the fuccefs of 
his million ; for I do not fod after all, that his nomination is any other than that 
precarious one of Poland, if the eledlor of Saxony remains upon that thronej 
and I will be bold to fay that his future grandeur, as to any immediate lhare in 
the adminiftration here, is very imaginary. 

In a word, fir, the emperor has been perfonaly deceived by him ; and I will 
anfwer for it, that, upon the firfl: hint I lhall give in a proper place, of what your 
excellency is pleafed to acquaint me with, as to the ill ufe he makes of his recom- 
mendations from his Imperial majefty, he lhall have orders to fave himfelf out 
of England, falter than he procured his being fent thither. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

thanks him for the information refpeSling the bifhop of Namur, and approves his 
conduit . — Farther accounts of the bifhop* s proceedings in England. 

DEAR TOM, Hague, Nov. zy, 1734. 

J Had not time, on account of yelterday being my poll-day to England, to re- 
turn you my particular acknowledgements for your private letter relating to 
Strickland. I think your behaviour, with regard to that gentleman’s views and 
intrigues, was very prudent, and, confidering your’s and his fituation, you 
could not have adted otherwife than you did. I have heard nothing about him 
fince my lafl; private letter to you, moftly in cypher, on his fubjedl ; but there is 
news here, that, inllead of going to the Bath, the place of intrigue and refort of 
all forts of people, for politicks as well as love, the bilhop thought fit to take a 
private lodging, without making much noife or parade, and waits, as is given out, 
only for anfwers to his difpatches, which he has fome time fince fent by a fafe 
conveyance to the Imperiall court, in order to leave England, How far. this 
is really true, I can’t tell ; but it is generally believed, that his firft coming was 
calculated to change the miniftry and influence the parliament. Sir Robert 
Walpole has left the door at court open for him* having been gone into the 
* ; ' country 
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Period VI. country for a fortnight, where I fuppofe, as ufuall, he will flay a week longer. 

xhe meeting of the parliament is fixed for the 25th of Jan. N. S., fo that the 
1734. biHiop has free liberty and advertifement for managing his intrigues, or flaying 
in England, as he fhall think fitt. But I mufl defire that what I fay to you on 
this fubjefl, may be between oui'felves only ; for I don’t care to commit myfelfe, 
although I am never afhamed of what I write or fay, publickly and perfonally, 
with any body. 

The news from Portugal of the a6th paft, poffitively affirms, that a marriage 
is adlually agreed upon between Don Pedro, the fecond infant, and an arch- 
dutchefs ; that monfieur Waffenaar was fent to bring k to a final conclufion. 
A propos to Portugal ■, Mr. , upon his firfi: arrival here, brought me a 

letter dated the nth of Auguft, from prince Emanuell*, defiring mycreditt in 
England for his majefly’s good offices with the kmg of Portugal, to pay him the 
arrears of his revenues, fequeftered during his abfence. I wrote accordingly, 
and have returned a civill anfwer in the king’s name, expreffing his majefly’s 
readinefs to doe him pleafure and lliow him marks of his affedlion in any thing, 
and on any occafion that was proper ; but that his requefl relating to an affair 
purely domeftick between the two brothers, the king could not intermeddle in 
it. When I confider the date of the prince’s letter to me, which was above 
two months before monfieur Notwiz arrived, and the nature of his pretended er- 
rand, (for he brought a letter of the like nature to the penfionary,) it is impof- 
fible to think but that he had fome view in his journey. Lie often carrys the 
‘man of importance in his countenance and difcourfe ; hints of his having a com- 
iniffion, but for what or from whom he does not declare ; letts fall fome times 
his having thoughts of going mto England ; and, with a fneer, he is called by 
fome the Strickland in Holland. But there is enough of this fluff ; the pofl is 
going, and I am, with the greatefl efleem, your’s, &c. 


DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Sidney 

papers* 


^een indijpofed, — hady Suffolk retires from court. — King md queen pkafed with 
his letter. — Requires irjfirudtions^ amd prejfes his return. 

DEAR SIR^ Newca 3 -!e Houfe, Nov. 13, 1734* 

cannot imagine how happy your kind letter has made me : the expref- 
iions of goodnefs and friendfliip to me in it, I lhall never forget ; and 

* Son of John V. king of Portugal. He departed from Llfbon without the knowledge and 
confent of his father, -and relided during fevcral years abroad. 
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as I can mofl fincerely fay there is nothing I value fo much, fo it is, and ever 
lhall be, the ftudy of my life to deferve the continuance of them. 

I am forry to acquaint you that I found the queen much worfe in her health 
than I expefted. I have feen her three times in a little while ; fhe told me fhe 
never had been fo ill in her life, but that flie had been let blood four times ; that 
Ihe was now much better, and indeed ihe is ; but Ihe owns Ihe is fo weak that 
Ihe fvveats in going crofs the room. Her feaver is quite gone, but her cough con- 
tinues, and is ftill very troublefome, and Ihe feems to have an oppreffion on her 
breaft. I have not feen her to-day, but Ihe continues to mend. She promifes 
to take great care of herfelf, and I hear the king now begins to think it necef- 
fary. 

You will fee by the newfpapers that lady Suffolk has left the court. The 
particulars that I had from the queen are, that laft week fhe acquainted the queen 
with her defign, putting it upon the king’s unkind ufage of her. The queen 
ordered her to flay a week, which fhe did j but laft Monday had another au- 
dience ; complained again of her unkind treatment from the king, was very 
civil to the queen, and went that night to her brother’s houfe in St. James’s- 
fquare. Every body is filent upon the fubjed ; the only confequenceit has yet 
had is, that there are few or no opportunities of feeing the' queen; but I beg you 
would mention thefe particulars only to Harry. 

y our letter to Horace was, in my opinion, the beft I ever read. I have kept 
a copy of it, for I intend to obferve it as dxadly as I can throughout this nego- 
ciation. -i hope you will not take it amifs that, after having weighed every pa- 
ragraph in it, I fent it to the queen, and by her order fhewed it to the king : I 
found it abfolutely neceffary, from the converfation I had with my brother Har- 
rington, and the king and queen approved it extremely, and I believe intend to 
follow it. Y ou will fee by the copy of my letter to Horace, what paffed between 
Lord Harrington and I. I endeavoured to conform myfelf entirely to your way 
of thinking, though I find Horace is for going fafter. Sure it is time enough 
when we know what France afks of us. Lord Harrington is, as ufual, very 
fond of his own plan. I am not fure whether it is the moft likely way to make 
the negociation fucceed, and I much queftion whether the manner propofed by 
him (though to be fure the moft eligible for us) will be agreeable to the car- 
dinal, I mean as to fuffering them to fqrce the emperor by attacking him only in 
Italy. You wftl find that the emperor confents to our good offices, which is a 
lucky incident ; arid by a fhort letter I have received this day from Lord Walde- 
grave, you will fee the cardinal is very well pleafed with Hprace’s letters and 
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Period VI. Jannel’s report. I fend you Horace’s letter to me ; he is very uneafy at your 
Norfolk, and indeed I wifli you would haften your return to town, at 
^ 734“ leaft fo as to be here fome time next week. The king, I find, would be glad to 
fee you, though he will not fay any thing that may necelfarily bring you from 
your diverfions, and the place you are with fo much reafon fond of. I forefee, 
till you come, the heft we can hope for is, that we fhall have nothing done ; for 
I defpair of being able to do more than prevent any thing that I think you . 
would not like. I will do my beft. 

The king and queen are both very good to me ; but, wnthout a compliment, 

I am always afraid, when I have not your aififtanee and advice. I hope 

you will let me have your thoughts upon the draught of Har n’s letter to 

Horace, and upon mine to him. My compliments to all your good company, to 
my fellow fportfiiien, and particularly" to my.benefaiSor, my lord Walpole, who 
has learnt from his father to do obliging things to me. I muft not conclude 
without giving you the pleafure of the princefs Amelia’s compliments and good 
wifhes. If, as I- fear, we fhall not have you before your time appointed, I mull 
beg you will fend me ample inftruftions upon every thing ; what orders, if any, 

to Waldegrave j what fliouldbe done with Har ^n’'s draught ; what anfwer 

to the emperor’s offer of good offices j and, in fhort, upon all other points of 
confequence that may occur to you. 

P. S. Remember me to Harry. I conclude Harrington has wrote fully to 
you. Horace afked me to fend the letters 5 but when he faid he would fend you 
his draught, I defired him to write to you. 


LORD HARRINGTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

JnftruBs him, hy'the king*s command, to renew his injiances to the States General 
for an augmentation of forces.— The king promifes 10,000 snen for the 
defence of the Netherlands, if the Dutch will furnijh the fame number, and will 
endeavour to prevail on tloe emperor to fend a large body of troops for the fame 
purpofe. 

SIR# Whiceball, November 5— 16, 1734. 

Walpole 'J'EQE king having reffeded with the greateft attention upon the prefent criti- 
cal fituation of afiairs of Europe, and having maturely weighed the vail 
Mojl fecret. difficulties which are fo juflly to be apprehended in our fcheme of putting an 
end to the war by means of a fecret negotiation either with, France or Spain, 
together with the danger of a private concert between thofe two crowns for 
, 4 amufing 
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amufing the maritime powers by overtures of peace, in order to prevent their Period' 
taking the neceflary precautions againft fuch ambitious and fatal defigns as they / 734^° » 
may be preparing to put in execution : and his majefty having likewife taken 1,734 
into his confideration, that even though the apprehenfion of fuch a concert 
lliould be groundlefs, and there fhould be a real difpolition to peace, either in 
the cardinal or the queen of Spain, or both, yet our negotiations may be ftill 
in great danger of failing, by the impoffibility that we may find ourfelves under 
of complying .with fuch preliminaries as may be exafted of us, or by the exor- 
bitancy of the terms that might be infilled on. In which cafe^ nothing is more 
natural to fuppofe, than that his eminency, notwithfianding his private wiflies 
to be rid of the war, might be forced to embark ftill deeper in it : and as it 
appears to the king, that, either upon that fuppofition, or upon the former one 
of a fecret underftanding between France and Spain for ruining the houfe of ' 
Auftria, though they fhould not think it expedient to alarm the maritime 
powers fo early as to begin the very next campaign by the feizure of the Nether- 
lands, yet that one of the fteps to be juftly apprehended, in confequence of 
fuch defigns as thofe above-mention’d, muft certainly be their putting themfelves 
in pofTeflion of thofe countries fooner or later, as it will always be in their 
power to do it, whilft things remain in the prefent fituation ; and that this, to- 
gether with the open declaring of the three elecftors on the fide of France, 
would not only put the emperor and empire, but his majefty likewife and the 
States General, and in a word all Europe, at the mercy of that crown, and 
efpecially if the Turks fhould be prevailed on to fall upon the hereditary coun- 
tries. Upon all thefe.confiderations, to which maybe likewife added the parti- 
cular and imminent danger to the republick from the French being put in pof- 
feflion of Cologn, purfuant to the fecret advices communicated by the court of 
Vienna, the king is every day more and more convinced of the necefiity there 
is for his majefty and the States to be prepared againft all events, by not negleft- 
ing to put themfelves betimes into a proper pofture of defence and fafety, and 
fey providing in the firft place for thefecurity of the Auftrian Netherlands, that 
important barrier, upon which their own prefervation, and that of the ballance 
of Europe fo greatly depends. 

His majefty has himfelf a very confiderable fleet ready for fervice m his ports j 
he is raifing near ten thoufand additional landmen, has already contrafted for 
fix thoufand Danes, and is negotiating the fame number, not without hopes of . 
fuccefs, in Sweden. 

In 
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In the fame views of fafety and felf-defence, the king has co^^IantIy recom- 
mended to the States General to refolve upon a fpeedy augmentation of their 
forces 5 and your excellency has, with great zeal and ftrength of reafoning, 
labour’d and inforc’d that neceflary point with the principal members of the 
republick. But, tho’ all the arguments that have been hitherto employed have 
failed of fuccefs, his majefty is not yet willing to give it up entirely, (and efpe- 
cially as your excellency did not yourfelf look upon it to be abfolutely- defpe- 
rate,) but, on the contrary, would have you , continue to prefs the faid aug- 
mentation with the greateft warmth ; and his majefty hopes that an expedient 
which he has thought of for talcing off what feems to be one of the principal 
objeflions, may produce the defired effed. 

To explain this to your excellency, I am to acquaint you, that monfieurHop 
having frequently intimated in his converfations with the king’s fervants, that 
one of the chief difficulties which has hitherto prevented the States from com- 
ing to a refolution of augmenting their forces, was an apprehenfion leaft, upon 
the firft preparation they Ihould make for that purpofe, the French minifters 
might conceive a jealoufy of that ftep’s being taken with a view of employing 
thofe forces in Flanders, and' might immediately endeavour to prevent them, by 
taking themfelves poffeffion of thofe countries. It has therefore occurred to his 
majefty, that in cafe he could be enabled in private to give proper, affurances to 
the emperor that the States General, upon feeing the Auftrian Netherlands 
put in the mean while into a fufficient pofture of defence, to prevent any hid- 
den furprize, would join with his majefty affoon as their troops could be ready 
for that purpofe, in pro-viding for the future fecurity of the faid countries in 
conjunction with fuch forces as Ihould be left there by the emperor ; the king 
would not find it difficult to prevail upon his Imperial majefty to march a body 
of his troops immediately into the Netherlands, under pretence of . changing 
their winter quarters, to remain there till fuch time as they fliould be joined by. 
•thofe whom his majefty and the States General Ihould determine to fend thither. 
And this method of proceeding the king thinks might ferve to quiet the appre? 
henfions of the States with regard to the umbrage that might be conceived by 
France at their augmenting their , forces, and the fteps that might be taken by 
that crown thereupon. 

What goes before contains his majefty’s plan for procuring if poffible an aug- 
mentation of the Dutch forces, and for ingrafting on if afterwards the neceffary 
meafures for the defence of the Low Countries. Thefe fteps, if once taken, 

• would, 
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would, in the king’s opinion, eithelr make the allied powers more reafonable in Period VI. 
their terms of accommodation, or very much leflen our pain as to the confe- i734^°t737j 
quences of their ading in another manner. And the king does "not fee that 17 ^ 4 . 
either one or the other of thofe meafures could juftly draw upon the States that 
refentment which they may apprehend on the part of France. As to the former, 
it is a domeffick tranfadion entirely, not fubjed to the cenfure of any foreign 
prince ; and the States -have ah inftance before them in what his majefty has 
done of that kind, by which they may fee how little rifk they will run by com- 
ing to the fame vigorous and necelfary refolution. 

Neither does it appear tp the king that France could, with any colour of juf- 
tice, pretend to quarrel with the States for what they might do with regard to 
the Netherlands. They have an undoubted right to make what provifion they 
think proper for the fecurity of their barrier, which is at prefent lb ill defended 
by the precarious flipulations of the late convention of neutrality, an engage- 
ment that may be fet afide upon the moft trifling pretences, tho’ never fo 
llridly obferved on the part of the States. Their concurring in the plan^sbove- 
mentioned could not poffibly be taken as a contravention to that treaty, as they 
did not in the leaft preclude themfelves thereby from taking any fuch additional 
precautions for the defence of thofe countries. 

Nor could it be juftly alleged by France that this was giving the emperor an 
indireft afliftance, fince the plan itfelf fuppofes the emperor’s continuingto have 
a body of troops there likewife ; and fince it is, evident by the experience of the 
laft campaign, that a great part of his Imperial majefty’s forces would probably 
be withdrawn from thence, tho’ the places of the Netherlands were ftill to be 
left in the fame defencelefs fituation. So that, upon the whole, any refentment 
that Ihould be Ihewn by the French court upon fuch an occafion, would be a 
plain proof that they did not otherwife propofe to adhere to the above- 
mention’d convention of neutrality farther than might be for their own conve- 
nience. But as his majefty is fatisfied that fuch a proceeding on the part of 
that crown would be unjuftifyable in the eyes of the whole world ; fo he is not 
lefs convinced that the French minifters would by no means, even exc'lufiyely 
of that confideration, think it advifeable to force the maritime powers into the 
warr, by attacking them upon fo flight a pretence. 

It is therefore his majefty’s pleafure that your excellency Ihould lofe no time 
in renewing your inftances in the ftrongeft manner, as well with the penfionary. 
and greiSer, as with fuch other perfons of weight and authority there as you 
can entirelv confide in : and endeavour to nerfuade them bv all the arguments 
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LORD HARRINGTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Without date,, but indorfed “ Sent by Chandler, t3th November 1734, to fir 

Robert Walpole.” 

Sends a plan for the preliminaries^ 

T Have now received and laid before the king your excellency’s moft fecret 
4 letters of the i6th and 19th inftant, N. S. which, as they relate almoft 
entirely to the preliminaries that may be exaded of us by France upon our fet- 
tling a plan of pacification with that crown, I fhall likewife confine this difpatch 
principally to the fame fubjefl. You have already, by mine of the ill inftant, 
f qpn the king’s way of thinking in general upon the other points ’of the nego- 
tiation, and I hope ftill to be able, before monfieur Jannel’s return, to fend 
you his majefty’s precife and pofitive orders upon every part of the plan pro- 
pofed by that gentleman. 

Your excellency may remember, that in my firft moft fecret letter of the 8 th 
paft I acquainted you that it did not appear to his majefty that the maritime 
powers could ever confent to fee the arms of France in the heart of the empire, 
and in the emperor’s hereditary countries, or that any fufScient fecurity could 
be given us for her not making an ill ufe of fuch dangerous advantages. The 
king continues ftill in the fame opinion, not thinking that any the moft folemn 
ftipulation can authorife our putting fo great a confidence in that crown. The 
cardinal might indeed contrafl an engagement of reftoring every thing to the 
former foot, with a fincere intention of fulfilling it, but" nobody knows how 
ioo-a. the fcene might be altered at the court, of Paris, Ihould the adminiftration of 
affairs fall into lefs moderate hands, and the old French maxims of conqueji and 
aggrandifement come again to prevail. Befides that in cafe of our allowing them 
to attack the emperor’s hereditary countries, they muji have new allies to gratify, 
who would in^ all probability, either in purfuance of engagements with France, or by 
taking themfelves advantage of that prince’s weaknefs in order to pujh their own 
pretenfions, be foon in poffeffion of part of his fpoils, fo that the emperor’s fuccejjion, 
the keeping which united is fo juftly thought of the greateft importance to the 
t^llance of Europe, might by this means come to be torn in pieces; and though 
France Ihould indeed retain no conquefts for herfelf, yet by the extreme dimi- 
nution of his Imperial majefty’s power, Ihe would foon grow an overmatch for 
the reft of Europe, 
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The king, therefore, does not fee how it can be poffible for him, either as a Period ^ 
prince of the empire, as king, or as one of the powers in general concerned in ^ 

the prefervation of the liberties of Europe, ever to confent to fuch a preliminary *73+' 

m that of fuffering France to force the emperor to co?nplyance by attacking hi?n in his 
hereditary countries, under any declarations, ajfurances, or promifes whatfoever 
that might be offered by that crown. And therefore his majefty was forry to fee 
your excellency of opinion that people in Holland would be tempted to rely 
upon the bonne foy of France for the execution of an engagement, and that 
even the penfionary’s plan is built upon that foundation. The pundtual obferv- 
ance of the convention of neutrality by the French minifters is indeed very 
conimendable. But then the difference of the objeds ought to be confidered, 
and that France, however Ihe may have had the Aullrian Netherlands at her 
mercy, yet could not certainly have attacked them without the apprehenfion of 
forcing the maritime powers into the war j whereas in the other cafe, after 
having made ufe of our conceflions for oppreffing the emperor and empire, 
flie could have no reftraint nor bounds fet to her but her own difintereflednefs ; 
and it deferves reflexion, as I have before hinted, whether that fpirit of mode- ' ' 
ration upon which the States feem willing to depend, may not be perfonal to the 
cardinal, and the produft of his miniftry only. 

At the fame time, however, that- the king cannot but think the abovemen- . 
tioned preliminary by farr too hazardous to be comply ed with, his majefty is 
not the lefs convinced of the neceffity of our endeavouring to give France a 
reafonable fatisfadlion upon this head, and efpecially as in cafe the cardinal does 
not difavow; monfieur Jannel, either in what he has aftually offered, or given 
us hopes of, and will throw in the dutchy of Fufeany, and agree to reafonable 
conditions m favour of the younger branches, of the family of Lorrain, the king 
might poffibly look upon fuch terms of accommodation as fafe and honourable 
for the emperor ; and his majefty being therefore defirous of going as far as 
poffible in his conceffions towards the re-eftablilhment of the publick peace, 
has ordered me to authorize you, if the penfionary is willing, and impowered 
to concurr with you in it, to offer the following preliminarys, which are how- 
ever only propofed upon the fuppofition of the cardinal’s concurrence in the 
reciprocal engagement with refpedl to the allies of France, mentioned in mine 
of the 8th inftant, and of our agreeing together upon a certain plan of pacili- , 
cation, of which it is neceffary that I ffiould acquaint your excellency that the 
piaranty of the pragmatuk fandlion by that crown is underftood by his majefty 
to, be one unchangeable condition. 
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The faid preliminaries are as follow : 

1, That in cafe of the emperor’s refufal to accept the plan fo fettled bet' 
the maritime powers and France, his majefty and the States ■will not give 
any affiftance againft that crown and her allies, provided France engages 
the war fliall be folely confined to the limits hereafter mentioned ; tha 
king in particular will recall the troops he has fent, over and above his co 
gent as eiedto.r, to that prince’s affiftance, and will be fo far from oppi 
the negociations of France for detaching other princes of the empire, as 
pofed in your excellency’s letter of the 1 6 th, by treatys of neutrality, tha 
majefty ■will even concurr therein by his own example and influence. 

2 . As Italy is the part in which the ballance of Europe feems leaft to be 
cerned, and as by the plan fuppofed to be fettled with France the mar: 
powers would, in cafe of the emperor’s acquiefcence therein, have oht: 
very confiderable pofleffions there for his Imperial majefty in lieu of Naples 
Sicily, the king will therefore concurr with the ftates-general in giving pi 
affurances, that in cafe of the war’s continuing upon account of that pri 
refufal, and provided France engages to confine it wholly to Italy, they 
not oppofe his being deprived of fonfb of the advantages in thofe parts 
would have been fecured to him by his joining at firft in the plan. But 
in this cafe, his mayefty thinks we fhould labour to fix the forfeitures upo 
refufal, at as low a rate as poffible, and with an abfolute exclufion of any a 
frtions to the crown of France; his moft Chriftian majefty engaging at the. 
time not oidy to- forbear all hoftitities in any other part, and particular' 
Germany and Flanders,, againft the. emperor, and not to encourage or e 
any other power to attack him in other parts, or to affift them, direftly or 
reftly in fo doing, but likewife to reftore fort Kehl and Philipfburg, and ■( 
ever elfe may have been taken on that fide during the war. If it he obj 
by France that, in cafe of their being tyed up from making any diverfibn o: 
fide of Germany,, his Imperial majefty might be too powerful for the u 
arms of the allies in Italy, it will be eafy to fliew them, that as their rejlr 
in this point is fuppofed to be kept entirely a fecret, the declaration of not af 
being to be made in general by the maritime powers to. the emperor.,, and a 
majefty’s abfual withdrawing his forces, which will doubtlefs he fbllowe 

■ other princes, will prevent the court of Vienna from turning their whole Jlren 
the fde of Italy, ihexe. can be no queftion of the fuperiority of the allies < 
nuing as great as ever in thofe parts. I have touch’d a^ove upon the po: 
France’s guarantying the pragmatick •fanflion, and am n^w to acquaint 
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excellency that what I there faid concerning it arofe from the firft article, as 
inferted in your’s of the 19 th, of the penfionary’s plan of preliminaries, 
which begins by thefe words, altho' the French king cannot, on account of the 
bebavour of the emperor, agree to the pragniatick fanBion. This the king, how- 
ever, hopes will not be the cafe, for his majefty is firmly of opinion that we 
ought never to agree to the continuance of the war againft the houfe of Auftria, 
unlefs France will engage herfelf irrevocably to the maritime powers to guaranty 
that fucceffion as far as it fliall remain unaltered by the prefent plan of pacifi- 
cation, and by the preliminary articles to be fettled as abovementioned. Nor 
indeed does his majefty fee any juft foundation for apprehending that France 
will refufe to adhere to this part of the plan, in cafe of the emperor’s refufal, 
fince that would be departing from the very principle upon which this negociation is 
grounded, viz. the fettling the eflential points towards a • general pacification 
amongft ourfelves, in a manner not to be receded from fo far as they may de- 
pend upon the contrading parties, altho* our fyftem might not be acquiefced 
in by the allies on either fide. Befides that this article of the pragmaticlc 
fanftion is offered by France, as monfieur Jannel declared, purely out of confi- 
deration for the maritime powers, who look upon their own fecurity as fo much 
interefted in it ; and it is not therefore to be imagined that it either will, or 
indeed can, with any ftiety of reafon, be retraced by France, becaufe the em- 
peror may decline to come into our plan of accommodation. 

The fecond article of the penfionary’s plan, relating to the Netherlands, is 
entirely approved. 

,As to the affair of Berg and Juliers, the king will be very ready to join in 
.concerting any proper meafures for preventing the ill confequences to be appre- 
hended upon the opening of that fucceffion. 

But before I finifli this letter, I muft juft tell your excellency that I am forry 
1 explained myfelf fo ill in mine of the firft of November, as to leave ropm for 
your fuppofing that I meant the dedommagement to the king of Sardinia to be 
made out of the Milanefe, tho’ the words immediately preceding were Parma 
and Placentia, and I had made no mention at all of the Milanefe, nor intended 
at that time to enter in the leaft into the queftion out of which of thofe coun- 
tries the allpwances to his .Sardinian majefty were to be taken. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD HARRIN-GTON. 

Difa^proves the plan fir the prelbninaries, and gives his opinion on the moji proper 

mode of proceeding, 

MY LORD, Houghton, November 15 — 26, J734. 

meffenger that brought me the feveral packets and difpatches did not 
arrive here till near nine o’clock laft night, which I hope will fatisfy your 
jordfhip, that it was impoffible for me to difpatch my anfwers time enough to 
be of any ufe for the Dutch mail of this evening. 

I difeourfed fo fully with the duke of Newcaftle when he was here, upon the ' 
fubjeft of the papers that came down relating to monfieur Jannel’s conferences, 
and having no hand here that I thought proper to truft in taking copies, I have 
not all the particulars fo perfeflily before me as to enable me to go thro’ with 
them j fo that J mult defire leave to refer myfelf to the duke of Newcaftle, who 
is able to inform your lordlhip, if it will be of any ufe to you, what is the fub- 
ftance of my thoughts upon this important affair. 

As to the affair of Poland, the court of France muft be fenfible it will be im- 
poffible for the maritime powers to obtain what monfieur Jannel at firft pro-' 
pofed ; but as he did receive, in a very reafonable way, and in all appearance 
in an encouraging manner, the fuggeftions of the minifters of the maritime 
powers, it is very much to be hoped that France will be reafonable upon that 
head ; and altho’ there may be fome alterations offer’d, that they will not be 
fuch as to make a breach upon that article : but it will be very hard to come 
to any conclufive engagement about it, until the terms and conditions are known. 

As to the affair of Italy, the difference was upon the firft; propofal as wide as 
upon the affair of Poland. A total lofs of all Italy, and a new divifion or diftri- 
bution of the feveral parts, are fuch different things, that if monfieur Jannel 
had not himfelf enter’d into the diftribution of it, the affair had been defperate. 
But it is now with the court of France to fay how far they will comply with the 
fiigg^ftion that monfieur Jannel has charg’d himfelf with ; and in this, I confefs, 

I conceive very great hopes as far as it relates to the court of France. 

But I ftould be forry that pofitive inftrudions fliould be fent to my brother 
to infift upon any one part, as a condition fine qua non, which it may be nei- 
ther in the power nor inclination of France to procure : for example, Tufeany. 
There is no doubt but that would be a great and very valuable addition to the 
emperor j but if he can recover the Milanefe, preferve the Mantuan, and obtain 
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Parma and PlaGentia, I fliould be unwilling to advife the breaking this negocla- 
tion for the want of Tufcany. 

In this cafe, I fliould therefore think, orders fliould be fent to my brother to 
contend for all that has been demanded : but it is reafonable to expeft that 
abatements and conceflions may arife, where a difcretionary po\ver mull deter- 
mine. 

I am very fenfible how hard it is upon my brother to be left to judge upon 
particulars, where there may be fuch different opinions, and where fuch dif- 
ferent interefts are concerned ; and therefore, for his fake, fliould moft heartily 
wifh that he had explicit orders given hirn upon every particular. But as I 
imagine the fecond conference betwixt monfieur Jannel and our friends in Hol- 
land cannot be final, the penfionary and my brother might exprefs their appro- 
bation upon any undetermined point, fubjeft to the approbation of their mailers. 
At leaf! I cannot but be of opinion, that if they come near to a conclufion, 
they may be authorized to make fome draught, or precis, or whatever you 
pleafe’to call it, of heads or articles to be figned by them, as approved by them 
refpeftively, which may ferve (in the flile of the lafl precis') as points generaiix ■ 
qui feroient propres a avancer la negociation d'une paix generate) and this, for 
mutual fatisfadlion, they may declare they believe to be the fenfe of their maf- 
ters upon the fever al articles, to be fent to their refpeftive courts for con- 
firmation. 

My experience in thefe matters is not very great ; but to the befl of my ob- 
f^rvation, thefe forts of negociations have always been attended with fo many 
delays, from the natural and iieceffary difcufflons of the points in agitation, that 
I never faw any danger of being furprifed by a hafty conclufion ; and therefore 
I cannot but be of opinion, that the plan of pacijication Jhoidd be Jetled previous to 
the plan of execution. 

I am fenfible that our friends in Holland are of opinion’, that the French will 
infifl that the plan of execution Jhall at leaji accompany the plan of pacification, 'if 
not precede it ; but I cannot be fo clearly of that opinion. The French mull. 
expe£l, that whatever engagements they exaft of us with regard to the emperor,, 
in cafe he fhall refufe upon the acceptance of France and her allies, will be 
made mutual in common juflice ; and that France mufl equally engage to com- 
pel a comply ance in Spain upon the acceptance of the emperor, as the maritime, 
powers muft be to inforce the fame with the emperor, upon his refufal and the 
acceptance of Spain. Will France think it a defirable thing previoufly to en- 
gage, not only to difpofe of the dominions of don Carlos, very probably with- 
out 
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Period VI. eut the confent of Spain, but to compel by force the comp'Iyance of the court 
of Spain? 

X734. We feem to chalk out the method of compelling the emperor, by leaving him 
nalced and deftitute in Germany, with a provifion that he fliall not be attacked 
by France in Germany. What is to be the method of executing this engage- 
ment on the part of France with her allies ? Suppofe the emperor to accept the 
terms of pacification, and Spain to refufe them, will France -make peace with 
the emperor, become neuters jointly with the maritime powers, and leave Spain 
to make good their ground in 'Italy againll the emperor ? This confideration 
may be fhown in various views ; but not to enlarge upon this topick, to me it 
feems apparent that neither, party ’will choofe pre’uioufJy to engage to compel their 
allies to accept of terms not even fettled and agreed to by th emf elves ; for if this 7 iego- 
ciation finally fails, voe fhal be liable to the reproach of having engaged to inipofs 
terms upoti our allies without their confent, where they have valuable hiterejls con- 
cerned, and fiich terms as will be found impraElieable, and becottte abortive. 

As thefe confiderations are mutual, I think they will occur on both fides ; 
and, if they apppear to, have the fame weight with others as they have with me, 
may be properly made ufe of to divert France from infilling upon what they 
apprehend. And moreover I think it is not eligible for us to make engage- 
ments fo ofienfive, as what is under confideration may be thought to be by 
Spain, till we fee a probability of fuccefs. To difpefe of Parma, Placentia, and 
T ufcany, from don Carlos, and to engage to compel the execution of it, will 
not found well in the ears of the queen of Spain, if that part of our fecret nego- 
ciation Ihould be the firll that reaches the court of Madrid ; and perhaps I am 
fingular, but I think there is more reafon to apprehend the refufal of the allies 
of France upon the firll opening of this affair, than of the emperor. 

I fhould with great pleafure fee a plan of pacification fettled between France 
and the maritime powers, and the execution, or other good confequences, will 
certainly follow from it. But I fear the plan of execution will very much en- 
cumber the pacification ; and the pacification, well fettled, will facilitate, I had 
almoft faid effedluate, the execution. 

If my reafonings deferve any regard, it makes it almofl unneceffary to trouble 
your lordfhip very particularly about the preliminaries, which you will perceive 
1 wijh may be pofiponed for the prefent. Not but that I drink, upon a fuppofed re- 
fufal of the emperor, arid a complyance on the part of France and her allies, 
'|hqfe pjeliminaries niufl be the ground- work of our proceedings,, if an incredible 
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obIHnacy and infatuation in the court of Vienna fhould make it neceffary to Period VI. 
concert fuch meafures. 1734^1737. 

But if I may take the liberty to make an obfervation or two, I fhould think, 1734. 
in the fecond preliminary article, where it is faid the king will not oppofe the 
emperor’s being deprived of fome advantage in Italy, which might otherwife 
have been obtained, it will not be proper to mention the king’s wifhes that the 
forfeitures upon his refufal Ihould be fixed upon as low a rate as poffible. I am 
afraid, if Germany is to be preferved untouched, and the emperor will continue 
the war in Italy, the allies will expeQ; to be left to themfelves in Italy, to be 
determined by the fuccefs of their arms there, and the fate of Italy mull be 
decided by arms, not by treaty : at leaft I fee no good in making fome re- 
flriflion a condition, when none can be afcertained. 

By what I have faid beforcj. your lordlhip will fee, I think the cefGon of 
Tufcany Ihould not be made an abfolute condition. I am likewife afraid, if we 
agree on all other points, it cannot be expefted that the French will give a pofi.- 
tive guaranty of the pragmatick fanftion, if the emperor lhall at that time be 
in aftual war with France. If France will agree in no manner diredly or in-, 
direftly to oppofe the pragmatick fanftion, confidering the powers that are 
already engaged in that cafe, will the difference between France’s engaging to 
guaranty, or not to oppofe, when there are no other confiderable opponents, 
left, be confiderable enough to defeat this negociation 

I have now troubled your lordlhip too long, in maldng ufe of the liberty yoit 
were pleafed to give me, to give, you my thoughts upon the papers you were 
pleafed to fend me, which I return by this melTenger. I have treated them 
with that freedom you are pleafed to allow me, and in a ftile proper for 
draughts prepared by your lordlhip, fubjefl; to examination,, and that had not 
yet palled the approbation of his majefty. If I thought I had been obferving 
upon the king’s fentiments, I Ihould have exprelfed myfelf with that deference 
and fubmiffion which my duty requires me to obferve.p but your lordfliip’s 
goodnefs.wHl excufe my freedomi.. 
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LORD HARRINGTON TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Without date, butindorfed “ Sent the 13th November 1734 by Chandler to 
" . Houghton.” 

Eiulofes the preceding letter to Horace Walpole — And requejls his opinion and 
injlrudlions in regard to the preliminaries, 

T Send this meffenger to you with the inclofed difpatches from Mr. Walpole, 
which are the lall that I have received from him, and all that has not been 
tranfmitted to you. You will fee that he preffes extremely for his majefty’s 
orders upon the point of the preliminaries^ without which both he and the pen- 
fionary are convinced, that France will not go any farther in the negociation. • I 
have, therefore, prepared a letter upon that fubjeft, which was ready for lafi 
night’s poll: ; but as it relates to an affair of fo great importance, I would not 
let it go without your opinion upon it, which I muff accordingly beg you will 
,let me have with all poffible expedition, that I may be able to fend Mr. Wal- 
pole the inftrudtions, which he waits for with fo much impatience, by the next 
mail, which will go from hence on Friday. 

It were certainly to be wiflied that this great work of a general pacification 
could be finiftied and compleated without our being obliged to burthen our- 
felves with any preliminaries of this nature, which may be ill interpreted by fome 
people, if they come to be known, and raife jealoufies and apprehenfions in 
others ; but that confideration mull however, if we are determined to go on 
with France, yield to neceffity, fince there are no hopes, according to Mr. 
Walpole’s and the penfionary’s notion, of the cardinal’s continuing to treat 
with us upon any other foot. And indeed, fince it is impoffible we fhould tye 
up France by any other means than by laying ourfelves under fome reciprocal 
reftridlions, I think it deferves mature refleftion, whether it would be for our 
intereff or not to proceed with that crown without fome fuch preliminary engage- 
ment. 

This negociation is carried on upon the fuppofition of the cardinal’s being 
fiihcefely difpofed to reftore the publick peace upon moderate conditions with 
fecurity to the equilibre. If his eminency have not really thofe difpofitions, 
but Is on the contrary only feeking to gain time by his prefent tranfadlion with 
us, in order to prevent our ■ putting ourfelves in a condition to oppofe fuch 
ambitious defigns as he may be preparing for execution ; it feems to be very 
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indifferent as to the fuccefs of the negociation, whether we enter into fuch pre- 
liminaries or not. In the firft cafe, he may, after the conclufion of the prelimi- 
naries, ftill protraEl affairs till the time of entring again upon adion, by chicaning 
upon the terms of the plan itfelf ; and in the fecond, tho’ he fhould have adually 
agreed with us upon a certain plan, he will be at liberty to fly off from it 
when he pleafes, under pretence of it’s not proving fatisfaftory to his allies, or 
either of them. But if, , on the other hand, France is really fmcere, may it 
not be look’d upon as an advantage to the maritime powers to have fixed the 
execution, as far as it may depend upon that crown, of a plan which they are 
fuppofed to approve, by means of fuch preliminaries ; fince, without an en- 
gagement of that, nature, fhe would be always at liberty, either out of com- 
plaifance for her alK^, who might difapprove it, or out of refentment againft 
the emperor, who might be equally unreafonable, to fet the whole that fhould. 
have been agreed on betwixt us afide, and to pufh the war on in all parts as 
vigoroufly as ever, and that without any breach of faith towards his majefty 
and the States. Whereas in the cafe of our having enter’d into the prelimina- 
ries abovementioned, and fettled a plan of pacification with the French king, as 
the emperor’s refufal to accept our plan will not difengage us, fo the difappro- 
bation of Spain or Sardinia will not releafe France from the engagements fire 
will have contrafted towards the maritime powers. 

But tho’ it fhould be allowed that fuch a reftriftion upon France would be a 
real advantage to his majefty and the States in the negociation,/ it is ftill to be 
confidered whether it would or would not be too dearly purchafed by the con- 
ceffions on their part contained in the two preliminary articles, as you will find 
them propofed in the inclofed draught which I have prepared, as I before 
acquainted you, for Mr. Walpole. Upon all which, as alfo upon the anfwer 
which his excellency fhould be authorized to give upon the feveral points of the 
conferences Avith monfieur Jannel, I hope to be honoured with your fentiments 
by the return of this mefl'enger. 

L'ORD HARRINGTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Attributes the delays to the abfence of ftr Robert Walpole. — Enclofes the preceding 
' r correjfondence between himfelf and fir Robert. 

DEAR SIR, 'London, November the ; 9 — 30,1734. 

you 'vvill have had great reafon to be furprifed and uneafy at our dilatori- 
nefs, as well as at our drynefs in the orders and inftrudions which have 
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been lent you of late upon matters of fuch great importance as are at prefent 
under your management, I can’t help telling you that your brother’s abfence 
occafion’d it ; I being unwilling, in affdrs of fuch importance, not to have his 
opinion upon what I fhou’d write to you ; and as it often happens that people 
who mean the fame thing differ in their fentiments as to the bed manner of 
bringing it about, it is a hard matter to come to a right underftanding in fuch 
cafes without talking to one another freely upon them. Of this you will fee an 
example by the inclofed copys of letters that have paffed betwixt your brother 
and "me upon the fubjeft of the preliminarys : but as he is expelled in town in 
a few days, I hope, and don’t in the leaft doubt, but we fhall perfectly agree 
in our fentiments, and that confequently you will for the future receive your 
inftrudiions quicker, and with more clearnefs and precifenefs than formerly, 

I fend you thefe papers in this private and confidenciall way purely to let you 
fee that I have no fecrets or rOferve with you ; and altho’ they can be of no ufe 
to you, yet I can’t tell but that you may not be difpleafed with the communi- 
cation of them ; and if it wou’d not be too much trouble, I fhou’d be defirous 
to have your fentiments in the ffime private and confidenciat manner upon 
them. I joyn to them the draught of a letter which I had prepared for you 
fome time ago upon the fubjefl; of the Low Countreys, which your brother 
not approving, I alfo let drop. At the time of my writing that letter, I own I 
had but little hopes of feeing what was propofed in it agreed to in Holland ; 
however, tho’ that fhou’d have been the cafe, I thought it poffibly might have 
been of ufe to us hereafter, in order to the juftifying the meafures we are now 
taking with France, by enabling us to convince the world that all other means 
of faving the emperour and the equilibre of Europe were become impracticable, 
by the impoffibility of engaging the Dutch to take any vigorous meafures for 
that purpofe. I am, &c. 

LORD HARRINGTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

T/fe king waits for lord Waldegrave's anfwer before he fends full tnJiruSlions. 

SIR, * Whitehall, November 19—30, 1734. 

e^refs arrived the day before yefterday from lord Waldegrave, by 
which his excellency tranfmhted a copy of what he wrote to you on the 
23d N.S. by Avifon : and as the king found by thofe difpatches that the car- 
dinal had fent an anfwer to your oftenfible letter of the 4th and 12th inllant, 
N. S.- and was preparing one likewife to your confidential letter of the 12th, 
Jm majefty has therefore determined to wait for thofe anfwers before he fends 

you 
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you his inftruclions at large upon what has already paffed in the negociation, Period Vt. 
fince it may be of great ufe towards forming fuch inftrucfions, that his majelly 
Ihould firfl fee how the cardinal will have taken the relation of monfieur Jan- 1734. 
nel’s conferences, and what farther explanations he may intruft you with. All 
therefore that I can at prefent write to your excellency, by the king’s order, is 
to acquaint you, that it is his majelly’s pleafure you fliould inform the cardinal 
of his approbation of all that you have advanced as from yourfelf in the con- 
ferences with monfieur Jannel, fo that from henceforth his eminency may look 
upon what you then faid in relation to the feveral heads of the negociation to 
be agreeable to the king’s own fentiments ; and that as new occafions for know- 
ing his majefty’s pleafure may arife in the prpgrefs of this tranfaftion, care will 
be taken to furnilh you with inftruftions for your condudt without lofs of time. 

In the mean while, however, though I cannot as yet, for the reafon above- 
mentioned, enter more particularly into the feveral points of the negociation 
than I did by my letter of the ift inftant, wherein I gave your excellency fome 
general account of the king’s fentiments, I muft not omit to inform you, being 
a thing which his majefty has very much at heart, that, when you come to 
treat upon that part of monfieur Jannel’s overtures which relates to France’s 
guarantying the pragmatick fanftion, the king would have you be as careful as 
polTible of the interefts of the houfe of Lorraine. By what dropt upon that 
head from monfieur Jannel, one might conclude that the cardinal would not 
only exclude the reigniiig duke, in cafe of his becoming emperor, from that, 
fiicceffion, but his younger brother likewife, and all the cadet branches of that ' 
family. This his majefty looks upon to be a very hard and unreafonable treat- 
ment of thofe princes, who would reap no benefit, that might compenfate fuch 
a lofs, from the duke of Lorraine’s advancement to the Imperial dignity. And 
therefore as the king, out of compaflion for the faid princes, is extremely averfe 
Jo fuch a feheme, his majefty hopes that France will not rigidly infill; upon that 
condition of her guaranty ; but will, on the contrary, be ready to accept any 
proper expedient that may be thought of for removing the jealoufies and appre- 
henfions of that crown, upon the fuceeflion to Lorraine being ftill left to the 
prefent jducal family, notwithftanding his highnefs’s marriage to the eldeft 
archduchefs, and his being hereafter chofen emperor, if thefe events Ihould ever 
take place. My lord Waldegrave will be alfo direfled to declare the fame things 
to the cardinal, as your excellency is hereby authorifed to write to him. 

As to the point of the prelinfinaries;, which makes the fiibjeft of your two 
moft fecret letters of the ifith and 19th inftant, N. S. the king thinks it will 
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be time enough to fend you his particular commands when we ihall fee whi 
France will infifl or no upon our entring into fuch previous engagements ; 
if Ihe does, in what fpecifical terms they will confift. Your excellency 
therefore pleafe to continue to fend conftant and exad accounts of all 
may bepropofed by France ; and his majefty particularly defires that not 
may be agreed on or concluded of any kind till fuch time as you may have 
his inftruQiions and orders upon it. 

I acquainted your excellency, in one of my laft letters, that the Idng v. 
give you a general full power, as you defired. That inftrument is prep: 
and ready for his majefly’s figning ; but the king thinks it will be befi:, b 
it is aftually expedited, that we fliould fee what fort of authorifations the 
fionary will procure from the States, and monfieur Jannel will bring 
France, that fo the powers which are refpefrively given may be conform 
And in the mean while the cardinal will find, both by what your excellenc] 
write, and lord Waldegrave will declare to him, by his majefty’s order, 
you are apprized of the king’s fentiments as far as is for the prefent necel 
and are accordingly in a condition to proceed in the negociation. 

DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

King difpleafed with ftr Robert Walpole's letter, — -Difference of opinion with 
Harrington.— -The king brought over to fir Robert's opinion. — Lord Harri 
draws up a plan in conformity to the fentiments of that minijier. — The qi 
confidence in him. 

DEAR SIR, Ncwcaftle Houfe, November 19 — 30, 1731 

J Should not trouble you fo foon, and fo often, if what pafs’d yefterda] 
not really require it. I received on Sunday morning the qopy of your 
to lord Harrington, and fent it immediately to the queen, as lord Harrir 
did the original to the king. I muft own I thought it was clear and fti 
and not liable to the objeQion that was afterwards made to it. The queen 
me, Ihe could by no means agree with her friend about Tufcany ; th: 
thought we went too faft with France. Upon which I told her, that yoi 
againft any previous preliminary ; that as the negociation was of the gri 
confequence, and the fuccefs of it fo defirable, we ought to forward it as \ 
as we could. Her majefty told me, I Ihould fpeak to the king 5 which ’ 
an opportunity of doing foon after alone. 

The king was at firft much out of humour, not pleafed with your letter 
nnderftood it as if you propofed that Horace Ihould have a latitude or d 
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-tionary -power as to the terms and conditions to be agreed on. This made the 
greater impreffion from a paragraph in Horace’s letter which came laft Friday, 
and will be fent you by this meffenger ; wherein Mr. Walpole' defires he may 
have a latitude for his future proceedings, even, I think, to depart from what 
may be the Icing’s fentiments. This enraged his majefty to a degree that he 

declared he would difavow them ; ordered Har n to fend immediate orders 

to Horace to conclude nothing without his exprefs direftion ; and, in fliort, you 
may eafily imagine what difcourfe we had upon it. 

I heartily wilh, knowing the king’s temper, Horace had not wrote in that 
way. But I told the king, that he could not think of agreeing to any thing 
without his majefty’s order : that I really underftood your letter in that fenfe ; 
that I thought you was againfl; any previous preliminary, was for approving 
what Mr. Walpole had already faid to Janel, and, if any thing new was propofed, 
that Horace Ihould write for inftrufliions upon it. He feemed at firft difpofed 
to fend lord Harrington’s letter which you faw, and faid, orders muft be fent 
to Horace that he muft not be at liberty, &c. But when I explained your letter in 
this manner, and told him that lord Harrington’s draught feem’d to imply a 
treaty with France, and contained an aflurance to that crown that his majefty in 
thofe circumftances would give no afliftance to the emperor, which might pof- 
fibly prevent his Imperial majefty from accepting conditions which otherwife 
might be very advantageous for him ; and that particularly the firft queftion the 
emperor would undoubtedly alk when we made propofals to him, would be to 
know whether we had entered into any engagement or not with France relative 
to thofe propofals ; this ftartled him ; and as my lord Waldegrave (as you will 
fee) had fent an account of the cardinal^s letter to Mr. Walpole, and that Janel 
was to flay till the cardinal had an anfwer whether Mr. Walpole was empowered 
or not to treat, &c. ; I then propofed that, for faving time, I ftiould write to lord 
Waldegrave, as I have done, and the fame orders fhould be fent to Mr. Wal- 
pole, which his majefty very readily agreed to. This was the only way I had 
left to prevent either lord Harrington’s letter going, or no orders at all being 
fent to Mr. Walpole. I have taken what I wrote to lord Waldegrave out of your 
letter to Mr. Walpole, and I hope that Harrington will write to the fame purpofe. 

His lordftiip is much mortified at his letter not being approved, thinks your 
letter cool and formal, and aflced me if you was angry with him. 1 told him 
not that I knew ; but he knew very well you was ftrong in opinion againfl; the 
projefl: of our' fending troops to garrifon Flanders. Lord Harrington told me 
the king, was embarrafs’d.at the difference of opinion amongft us ; that he told 
him he had at firft approved his letter j but that your letter, and' fome things 
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thatj I think, I happened to fuggeft, had made him doubt about it, or inclined, 
j liim to alter his opinion. Harrington, as ufual, retains his own ; but profefles 
we all mean the fame thing, and that it is right for us to tell our opinions. He 
has defired me to write to Horace to explain the order he is obliged to fend him 
of reftriclion, which I intend to do ; and indeed I muft do Harrington the juf- 
tice to fay, k was the king’s own * * f , and repeated fo often and lb ftrongly, 
that it could not be avoided- 

I fend you two privates that I have had from Horace, by which you will fee 
he is very angry \vith Harrington, and ftill defires a difcretionary power in con- 
junftion with the penfionary ; that it is fo far from mending the matter, that the 
penfionary will be an obftacle to it. Hitherto, I think, if I underftand you 
right, you have no notion of Horace’s having a latitude to agree to terms and 
■conditions without previous order and approbation ; but if, in the courfe of the 
negociation, any fuch power Ihould be neceffary, you and only you can get it. 

I can do no more than I have done. 

I do not like things. The more the cardinal feems reafonable and fincere, 
the backwarder we go ; and I doubt, in the progrefs of the negociation, we lhall 
never think of what we can do, but of what we wifh to do.' We go too fall, 
they fay. Has there been any precipitate meafure propofed but that of the pre- 
liminary, which the king certainly gave into ? The queen is againft giving up 
Tufcany. Does flie know yet whether Ihe lhall be obliged to give it up, or not? 
She has more than once mentioned to me, that our application to the emperor 
muft be made alone, and without the Dutch, to give it the greater weight. But 
notwithftanding what palfed at Houghton, I always have told the queen that 
nothing of that kind could be done, till we had agreed with France. Can one 
be fure Kinlky will know nothing of this ? Hitherto, I dare fay, he does not. 
The king is now renewing his old pretenfions of arrears due from. Spain to the 
eleiftor of Hanover. Tthink I have touched it in a manner to Waldegrave to 
do no hurt. 

In Ihort, upon the whole, fo many new incidents arife every day, from king, 
and queen, and brotho: fecretary, that I can’t pretend to do any thing without 
you. God grant that this negociation, which feems the only thing we have to 
depend on, may not by fome hafty order, or perhaps for want of proper orders, 
be at once broke off. 'You will fee the confidence the cardinal treats Walde- 
grave with ; you will fee Horace thinks it may be of ufe, and has Lent Walde- 
grave fome accounts 5 you will fee how necellary it was to get Janel back 
immediately to the Hague ; you will fee how Waldegrave’s hands are tied up ; 
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and lor thefe feafons I hope you will approve the orders fent him. I have done Period "V 
for the heft, without palEon or prejudice of any kind. I have endeavour’d ,^734^0^7 
through the whole to follow your fcheme ; and if I have erred, I have done it 1734. 
ignorantly. The only way to prevent it for the future is for you to come back; 
which I once more beg moft earneftly, and that you will not fail to be in town 
early next Monday morning. By the inclofed paper you will fee what has 
pafs’d with Oforio, and the intelligence he has communicated to me. My 
compliments to lord Walpole and all the good company, and believe me, dear 
fir, ever moft fincerely and affedtionately, &c. 

P. S. Since writing what is on the other fide, I have been at court. The king 
approv’d fo much my letter to Waldcgrave, that he ordered my lord Harring- 
ton to write in the fame manner to Mr. Walpole ; arid immediately his lordfliip 
produced a draught wrote quite in our way, and agreeable to what I had fug- 
gefted to him laft night, which his majefty entirely approv’d. I look’d over 
the ■pruts very carefully this morning, and I find every point in it anfwered, 
and diredlions fent upon it, by the king’s approving what Mr. Walpole faid, ex- 
cept the propofal about Lorrain, which I mentioned laft night to Harrington, 
and he has wrote very well upon. So that we may truly fay Mr. Walpole is 
inftruHed upon the points that have hitherto pafs’d in the negociation. So far 
is well ; but yet my friend has not laid afide his favourite projeft of a previous 
preliminary with France, which he thinks defirable for us, tho’ France Ihould 
not infill on it ; and in that I widely differ with him. 

. There is one circumftance which feems odd : lord Harrington told me the 
queen had ordered him to come to her. Her majefty fays, he defired to fee her, 
and preffed her very earneftly to fpeak to the king for the projefl: about the pre- 
liminaries, and that this letter might go. She talk’d not very clearly ; faid 
the king was againft it. I repeated to her what I had before faid upon that 
fubjefl, and only wilhed Ihe would read and conlider his letter. The more I 
reflefl: upon it, the more l am againft the meafure. .Should our negociation 
with France mifcarry, which is very poilible, and depends intirely upon France, 
what a figure lhall we make, to have concluded a previous preliminary, 
engaging on fuch conditions not to affift the emperor, &c. and then thofe condi- 
tions never come to any thing ? What a breach this may make for ever between 
us and the emperor, and how will it found in the world when it comes to be 
known. ? And yet my brother, as I told you, is very tenacious. I lhall be able 
to Have off any thing till you come, if y-ou come foon. You will fee by Keen’s 
letter things don’t look very hopeful in Spain. I hope you will not think I 

have 
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Period VI. have been too forward in w'ritmg to Waldegrave. It was the bell, if not the 
^ 734^0 1737‘ procuring the fame orders to be fent to Horace j which orders I 

>^734- almofl copied out of your letter. 

The queen continues to mend, but llowly : her cough ftill hangs upon her ; 
and Ihe told me this morning Ihe had a ftraitnefs upon her breaft. She is not 
quite right, and nothing but your prefence can make her fo in rebus publicis. 
I made this Ihort recapitulation to her to-day— that our negociation in Spain 
feem’d not very hopeful ; that that with Sardinia depended on a war ; that a 
war could not be made without the Dutch ; that the Dutch would not come 
into one ; and confequently that we had nothing to depend on but our fecret 
negociation with Fi'ance ; to all which Ihe feem’d to agree. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

■ Brief account of the attempt to fettle with yannel the preliminaries. 

DEAR BROTHER, Haguf, December 19--30, 1734. 

J am extremely concerned to learn by the lall letters from England that you 
. have had a fevere attack of your old diftemper ; tho’ I am flattered with the 
aflurances that it is quite over again. The man of confidence has been here, 
and behaved as well as could poflibly be defired, and as he durft doe, being 
under the apprehenfions of the fecret envy and malice of Ch. * and his imp, 
notwithftanding the cardinal’s influence and proteftion, who will believe no 
ill of the Garde des Sceaux, who by that means keeps every body in aw. How- 
ever, he mull be managed, and I have made him vaft compliments in one of 
my letters to the cardinal. 

- As to the profpecl of fuccefs, good or bad, I will not hazard my opinion 
upon fo great an event ; tho’ l am apt to believe that the whole depends upon 
one article, which is the fecuritys demanded by us for preferving the ballance 
of Europe, in cafe we confent to the continuation of hollilitys, and to our re- 
maining neuters upon the emperor’s perfilting to refufe the plan of accommo- 
dation. In this cafe, we demand that France Ihould abandon, in like manner, 
her allys, if they refufe it. Monfieur Janriel made no objeftion to that. We 
farther demanded at firft that France Ihould likewife during the hollilitys not 
oppofe the emperor’s pragmatick fanflion, direftly dr indireftly ; but Ihould 
not only acquiefce in it, but rather favour it. Mr. Jannell reprefented the ab- 
furdity of this propofition in a Ilrong light ; which made us, as you will fee by 
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the papers, reduce that demand to France’s agreeing, notwithftanding the -em- Period ^ 
peror’s refufal, to give her guaranty to die pragmatick when the peace fhali be 
made. Monfieur jannell did not fay much againft that ; but feemed to think ^754- 
that any demand relating to the emperor’s fucceffion, in cafe he perfcveres to 
refufe our propofals after a certain time, will meet with difficulty. But the 
other demand,, that France fliall agree (if we agree to be neuters, and holtilitys 
be continued on account of the emperour’s refufall) to reftore what has been 
and fliall be taken to the emperour and empire, excepting what by the plan of 
accommodation is to be given to the allys of France, mett wdth great oppofi- 
tion from monfieur Jannell, and admitted of great debate on both fides to the 
very laft : he infilling that it was unreafonable on account of the emperor’s 
behaviour, and we infilling that it was neceffary for the balance of Europe, 
which we mull not fuffer to be dellroyed uotwithllanding the emperor’s beha- 
viour. I am apt to believe that it will be propofed by France to compromife 
this matter ; that they will confent to rellore, in the foregoing cafe, all that is 
and lliall be taken in Germany and in the hereditary Low Countrys ; but that 
they will not promife that the emperor lhall have the fame conditions in Italy, the 
equilibre of Europe not being concerned in that, if the war is continued by his fault. 

I mud own to you freely, that the people here are fo indifferent about the 
difpolition of Italy, as having no relation to the equilibre, whoever poffelTes it 
except France, that the penlionary will certainly be difpofed to clofe with this 
expedient ; and I really think we Ihould not break upon this point, if the quef- 
tion relates to Italy only. I have wrote to lord Harrington for inllruflions 
upon this point, which you will fee fully difculTed in the papers, and particularly 
upon the temperament I have mentioned, and therefore you will be attentive to 
it ; and I think that the emperor, having fomething more or lefs in Italy, when 
the difference proceeds from his own fault, llrould not hazard or loofe fo great 
a work, tho’ I will endeavour to gett .all I can for him in fpite of his deraeritt. 

If things lhall be fo favoured by Providence, that the plan lhall be approved 
in France, and that we lhall fign here, the propofalls will foon be made by a 
refcdution taken here in concert with me to the partys at war ; which I reckpn 
may all be done by the 4 — i5fh of next month, and then I may ealily come 
away for England ; and confequently a yacht Ihould be delired for me imme- 
diately to come over and wait my motions. You may depend upon it I will not 
ftir from hence, if I find my Hay neceffary j and I will return hither whenever 
his majelly lhall think it neceffary. But confidering the hurry that I was in' 
when I came over, that Mrs. Walpole will expefl to come foon hither, if I con- 
tinue, or to come back with me, when I return to this place 5 and that I lhall 
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confequently have a great many things to manage and arrange with refpeft to 
my family; a journey, tho’ a fliort one, will he, if poffible, abfolutely necelTary ; 
and Mr. Onflow will never think that anything could be of importance enough 
to abfent myfelf when I fhbuld vote for him, or rather for the fervice of my 
king and country. What are you doing with Montijo? For God’s fake goe not 
too faft ; I dread many conferences with a Spaniard and new projebfs, while we 
are fo far advanced in a good one. I am moll afteftionately, &c. 

M. JOHNN TO MONSIEUR DE HAGEN. 

Praifes Jir Robert Walpole. 

Londres, ce 24 Decembre 1734. Tout eft occupe icy a I’heure qu’il eft avec 
les preparatifs pour I’affemblee prochaine du parlement, et il paroit deja fort 
clairement des a prefent que les mefures du miniftere font ft bien prifes que la 
cour pourra etre afluree d’une grande fuperiorite dans tous les debats qui fur- 
viendront pendant la feance : auffi menage-t-on le terraine pdur cet effet avec 
une attention au dela de toute imagination. Et quelque chofe qu’on puifle dire 
contra monfieur le chevalier Walpole, amis et ennemis doivent convenir una- 
nimement que pour la diredion des affairs du dedans, jamais I’Angleterre n’a 
vu fon pareil. Quant aux affaires du dehors il eft le premier a avouer qu’il 
n’en a pas toute la connoiffance qu’il fouhaitteroit d’avoir. Cependant on a 
tous jours obferve, que lorfqu* une affaire luy eft expliquee nettement, il en juge 
ordinairement beaucoup mieux que bien des gens qui pretendent connoitre a 
fond les affaires etrangeres. Ce miniftre eft incommode depuis quelques jours 
de la gravele, et c’eft pour cette raifon que I’affaire du prefent deftine par fa 
majefte a la chancellerie Angloife n’eft pas encore entieremenf reglee. 
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lord HARRINGTON TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

Plan of a general pacification. — fuftijication of the cabinet of England for not enter- 
ing into the war. 

Whitehall, 15th January 1734.5. 

Y OU have been acquainted from the beginning with the feveral fteps taken 
by the king and the States General in relation to the offer of their good 
offices to the refpedive powers, to the time of the acceptation thereof by all the 
parties concerned ; and the joint declaration of the maritnne''powers, made the 
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1 7th paft, N. S. that they would then immediately proceed in their endeavours Period ' 
towards an accommodation of the prefent differences in Europe ; which laft 
piece, I find, by your’s of the ifl inftant, that you had received, and that your 1735 
court were in earnell expedtation of feeing what would be done in confequence 
of it. I am now therefore to acquaint you, that fince the faid acceptation of 
the feveral parties, the king has been endeavouring to fix and fettle, in concert 
with the States, fome fuch plan of accommodation as might be propofed by 
them jointly, in purfuance of the admiffion of their good offices at the refpeclive 
courts. Which way of proceeding appeared to his majefly to be more fuitable, 
as well to the urgency of the occafion, as to the nature of the prefent difputes, 
wherein fo many various and jarring interefts are concerned, than that of demand- 
ing of the feveral powers at war a declaration in form of their refpefitive terms of 
reconciliation, in order to convey it to the oppofite parties ; and as the king for 
thefe reafons preferred the former of thefe methods, his majefty had at the fame 
time the fatisfadirion of feeing, by fome of your laft letters, that it was the way in 
which the court of Vienna feemed to wifh and expedt that we ftiould proceed. 

You will eafily imagine, that a confiderable time muft have been neceffarily 
fpent in examining and preparing the feveral articles of the plan which has been, 
as I before told you, under deliberation, as the affairs,' to which it relates, are of 
fo complicated, extenfive, and difficult a nature; and I cannot indeed now in- 
form you that it is entirely fixed and adjuftecl. But as the refolution of pro- 
ceeding in this method has been taken, and the moft effential points, of which 
the faid plan is to confift, are now iii a manner fettled, his majefty’s perfedl 
friendfhip and affedlion to the emperor would not fuffer him to lofe a moment’s 
time in communicating to that prince an affair of fo much importance : and I 
am therefore commanded to acquaint you, by this meffenger, with the principal 
heads of what is intended to be afterwards propofed to the feveral courts in 
form, that you may previoully found fuch of the Imperial minifters as you may 
judge proper upon them, in order to give his majefty the moft early informa- 
tion of the emperor’s fentiments, and that 3^0 may be at the fame time fur- 
nifhed with fuch arguments as may perhaps "be neceffary to be alledged, both 
for the fupport and recommendation of the plan itfelf, and for juftifying our 
conduct in propofing fuch terms to the emperor. 

The principal and effential parts of the faid plan are thefe that follow : King 
Staniflaus to renounce the crown of Poland, and the eleftor of Saxony to re- 
main in poffeffion of it ; and neither of thofe princes to be obliged either to 
declare, or in any manner to acknowledge his own eledlion to have been invalid. 
Btaniflaus to referve to himfelf, for his life, the title and honours of king of 
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Period VI. Poland, as was pradtifed in the cafe of the prefent eledbor’s father, 
34^0 1737 - jjg abdication. His eftates in Poland to be vellored to him. A ge 
^735" indemnification for both parties; and the liberties and conftitutions of 

kingdom to be guarantied by all the powers. All that has been taken fror 
emperor and empire, out of Italy, to be reftored. Naples and Sicily to re 
with don Carlos, in exchange for the immediate ceffion to the emperor o 
duchies of Parma and Placentia, and the reverfion of that of Tufcany,.ex 
ing only the town of Leghorn, which is to be for the future a free port, an 
dependent. Every thing elfe that has or lhall have been taken from the emj 
in Italy to be reftored, particularly the Milanefe, ' excepting Navarra anc 
Navarrefe, with Tortona and the Tortonefe, which are to remain to the ki: 
Sardinia. The emperor’s pragmatick fandion, excepting the alterations al 
mentioned, to be guarantied by all the powers now at war with his Imj 
majefty, in' the fame manner as it is already guarantied by the king am 
States, viz. exclufive of future acquifitions. 

You will Immediately upon the arrival of this melTenger communica 
the utmoft confidence, and under the ftrideft tyes 'of fecrecy, the feveral 
pofitions above-contained to your court, as the chief points of the plan 1 
propofed to them afterwards in form. And as it may be apprehended 
upon the firft communication, you will meet with objedions on the part 0 
Imperial miniftry, together with the topicks of reproach upon his majefty’ 
affifting the emperor in purfuance of the fuppofed obligations of his tre 
but, on the contrary, propofmg new facrifices to him for the fake of peace 
obfervations that I am now ordered to make to you upon thofe fubjeds 
as the king hopes, be fufficient to anfwer all that may be faid to you of that 1 

I lhall be fo much the Ihorter in ftating thefe obfervations to you, as your 
fagacity and experience in affairs will abundantly furnifli you with material 
reafoning with the Imperial minifters upon the points above-mentioned. 

Upon recolleding the contents of fome of my former difpatches, yov 
find the reafons for our having deferred entering into the prefent war fo 
fet forth, that the repetition of them here is unneceffary. However, wil 
entering at all at prefent into the queftion of the cafus faderis, it may n 
improper to take - a flrort view of what has paffed, and to Ihew you in : 
words by w'hat fteps, and how unavoidably, his majefty has been led int 
prefent method of proceeding. 

As the war was, as you know, from the beginning declared in all pai 
have been occafioned purely by the condud of the emperor with regard to 
Staniflaus, it was generally treated, both here and in Holland, as a I 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

qttarrel only ; and it was not poffible for his majefty to have removed that firft 
impreffion to the difadvantage of your court, or to have brought this nation, 
without the concurrence of the States, to enter chearfully into a war, the found- 
ation of which was fuppofed to be owing to interefts fo remote from thofe of 
the maritime powers. The defencelefs ftate in which the emperor’s poffeffions 
in Italy were found, and to which the rapid progrefs of the allies in that coun- 
try were imputed, had likewife very much alienated the minds of people, who 
did not otherwife accuftome themfelves to look upon thofe dominions as ex- 
tremely concerned in the balance of Europe ; and the repeated declarations of 
France, that fhe would make no conquefts for herfelf, had taken off great part 
of the apprehenfions that were inculcated by your court from the proceedings 
of that crown againfl; the honfe of Auflria. In this fituation the States General, 
who had openly and often declared that they would take no part in the confe- 
* quences of the Polilh affairs, and had engaged themfelves likewife thereto by 
their convention of neutrality with France, projpofed to the king their offering 
dieir jdint good offices to the feveral parties, in order to try, if poffible, to fet 
on foot a treaty of accommodation, before they Ihould be obliged to explain 
themfelves as to the cafus faderis. This was an offer which, in the circum- 
ftances affairs were then in, had fuch a plaufible appearance, and the future 
harmony between his majefty and that republick depended fo evidently upon his; 
confenting to it, that there cannot want much reafoning to convince all impar- 
tial perfons of the abfolute necdllity of its being complied with, The refult of 
this was, that the allies accepted, and the emperdr declined the good offices, 
which occafioned a great lofs of time, and prevented his majefty and the States 
ffopi obtaining fo foon as might have been wilhed, even for the emperor’s fer- 
Vice, fuch an infight into the views and intentions of France and Spain, with 
refpedt to an accommodation, as might have determined their future condudt. 

That difficulty being at laft got over, the maritime powers are now ufing their 
utmoft endeavours to bring affairs to a precifion. They are forming a plan 
which they flatter themfelves may be acquiefced in by the feveral parties, and 
thihk they have proje£led it in as favourable a manner for the emperor as 
could poffibly be done, confiftently with the prefent pofture of the affairs of 
Europe. 

To begin with the part of Poland : the king is perfuaded your court muft 
readily acknowledge, that he undertakes a great deal, in propofing to France ta 
give up, in a manner, the caufe of his moft chriftian majefty’s father-in-law j 
and, by fo doing, to difavow, in great meafure, the principles upon which Ihe 
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Pei-ioJVL has hitherto proceeded; the coixfequence of which, if this article be accept( 
muft certainly be, that the honour of having carried his point muft remain, 
iTjj- the eyes of the world, to the emperor, as well as all the advantages which he pi 
pofed to himfelf, by placing the eledtof of Saxony upon the throne, and fixi 
him in the quiet pofleffion of that kingdom. 

As to the ceffions propofed to be made by the emperor in Italy ; and fit 
that of Naples and Sicily to don Carlos, in exchange for Tufcany, Parma, a 
Placentia ; his Imperial majefty will indeed fuffer a diminution thereby in 1 
revenues, but it appears that that lofs will be in fome degree compenfated 
him by the acceffion of real power that mull accrue from the lituation of t 
countries to be yielded, and their contiguity with the reft of his hereditary c 
minions ; in which refpedl: they feem far preferable to thofe diftant kingdon 
which could not but at all times be liable to hidden invafions, and requirec 
maritime force, which is not the emperor’s natural ftrength, for their defeni 
Befides which, it ought to be refledted on by your court, that, confidering t 
prefent circumftances of Naples and Sicily, already in the poffeffion of Spai 
the reconquering of them, even with the aiEftance of the maritime powe: 
muft, if at all poffible, which may be feirly diiputed, take up a very confideral 
fpace of time, and leave the emperor in the mean while expofed to vaft expenci 
by the continuance of the war, and to the moft imminent dangers in other par 
and perhaps to the lofs of new dominions. 

The portion of the Milanefe propofed for the king of Sardinia will, I fu 
pofe, be much exclaimejd againft by the Imperial court ; brrt they will confiid( 
that his Sardinian majefty is already in poffeffion of the whole, and fupport 
therein by the powerfull afliftance of France and Spain ; which is a reflex! 
that feems to malce the faciificing fome part, for the immediate reftitution of t 
remainder, advifeable at leaft, if not abfolutely neceffary, in the emperor’s pi 
fent circumftances. But the chief and moft weighty argument, both for jul 
fying the maritime powers in making this propofition, and for inducing yo 
court to accept it, is the confideration, that without propofing fomething tl 
might fave the honour of France, and have the appearance of being given as 
equivalent to that crown for the compliance, which is expedted of the Fren 
king in the affair of Poland, and for the guaranty which is demanded of him, 
well as of Spain and Sardinia, for the indiviflbility of the emperor’s fucceffic 
the king could entertain no hopes of his moft chriftlan majefty’s concurren 
in thofe impoftant articles : the great power of that crown is known by ; 
peated experience ; and, as the king of Sardinia cannot be fuppofed to ha 
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been drawn into fhe French quarrels without alTurances even of much greater 
advantages than what are propofed by this plan to be yielded to him, you will 
exhort the Imperial minifters to confider very maturely, whether if France, in 
the midfl; of her prefent fuperiority, will content herfelf with obtaining fuch 
terms as thofe for his Sardinian majefty, it will be for their mailer’s intereil to 
refufe abfolutely to enable her to gratify him with them. 

As to any acceihon of power to the king of Sardinia, which may be appre- 
hended by the Imperial minifters, in confequence of this difpolition of the Ita- 
lian dominions, the king cannot but be of opinion that any fuch acceffion will 
be entirely overballanced by the much greater proportion of additional ftrength, 
which is fuppofed to accrue to the emperor by the new acquifition to be allotted 
to him in the neighbourhood of his Sardinian majefty. For it is evident that 
the emperor, when put in pofleffion of Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, together 
with fo much of the Milanefe as is by the plan referved to him, will be in a far 
better condition to prevent or repell any invafion which the court of Turin, 
after they lhall have become mafters of the Navarrefe and Tortonnefe, may be 
induced, contrary to the guaranty to be exaded of them, to make upon his do- 
minions, than he was before, whilft the king of Sardinia’s poffefTions were con- 
fined to their former bounds, and the emperor had no other footing in thofe 
parts, befides the duchies of Mantua and Milan, and whilft thofe of Tufcany 
and Parma, being in a manner at the difpofition of Spain, might encourage and 
facilitate any fuch attack upon his Imperial niajefty. 

The laft and greateft point is that of the guaranty of France to the pragmatick 
fandion, the vaft benefit and importance of which to the emperor and his family 
are fo obvious, that it is hardly neceffary for me to enter in the leaft upon that 
fubjed. The king is perfuaded that his Imperial majefty will give the greateft 
attention to this part of the plan to be propofed to him ; and will acknowledge, 
that nothing can be a greater proof of the zeal of the maritime powers for his 
intereft, than their determining to make that guaranty one of the conditions to 
be demanded of France, who has hitherto Ihewn fo great an averfion to it. The 
emperor’s favourite view has conftantly been to fix the indivifibility of' his fuc-* 
ceflion, and to leave the quiet enjoyment of it to his pofterity. The pretenfions 
of the two houfes of Saxony and Bavaria, who have been always fuppofed to be 
encouraged therein by France, have been hitherto the chief obftacles to this de- 
fign ; but if the prefent plan comes to take place, all apprehenfions from thence 
are, as much as poflible, removed, the eledor of Saxony will have the obliga- 
tion 
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Period VI. tion for his crown to the court of Vienna, and remain in the peaceable pofleflion 
r 734^0 1737- Qf equivalent : in return for which he was induced, not only to renew his 
1735 - renunciations to the Imperial fucceliion, but even to guaranty it himfelf to the 
emperor’s defcendants ; and as to the eleftor of Bavaria, it is evident that, 
Avithout the affiftance of France, the houfe of Auftria will have very little to ap- 
prehend from that quarter. 

Having thus gone through the feveral principal points of the plan of accom- 
modation, I Ihall finilh my remarks upon it, by obferving to you in general, 
that when the lofs and advantage to the emperor is thus fairly Hated ind com- 
pared, throwing into one fcale the ceffion of Naples and Sicily, and of Navara, 
and Tortona, with their diftrifts ; and into- the other the immediate peaceable 
polTeffion of Parma and Placentia, with the right of fucceeding, after the death 
of the prefent duke, to the duchy of Tufcany, to be fecured to the emperor and. 
his defcendants ; the renunciation of Stanillaus to the crown of Poland, and the 
eftablilhment of the eleftor of Saxony in that kingdom, together with the gua- 
ranties of Spain and Sardinia ; but above all, that of France to the pragmatick 
fanftion ; the whole account being, I fay, in this manner balanced, the king can- 
not but think that the Imperial court will have a very good equivalent for their 
compliance, and efpecially when it is taken, as it mud be, into confideration, how 
extremely different the emperor’s prefent fituation is from that of the powers 
with w'hom he is to treat ; both what is to be yielded to him, and what he is to 
yield, being already in their pofTeffion, and the means in their hands, according 
to all human probability, of extending their conquefts a great deal farther ; fo 
that it might not, after a fcAV months, be poffible, if it is fo at prefent, to obtain, 
fuch conditions of his enemies. But the king cannot allow himfelf to fuppofe 
that, after a due examination of all that is proper to be reprefented upon this 
fubjeft, his Imperial majefty will be prevailed on by an imaginary point of 
honour, or for the fake of gratifying any ill-timed refentment, to abandon and 
rejeft fuch folid and permanent advantages to himfelf and his poflerity, as are 
hereby propofed to his acceptation ; or that he will look upon the conduct of 
the maridme powers, in endeavouring to procure them in his favour, in any 
other light than as one of the flrongefl proofs of their fincere attachment to his 
family, and zeal for his real interefts. 

It is therefore the king’s pleafure, that you Ihould exert your utmofl credit, 
and endeavour, by the mofl earneft and ferious exhortations, to prevail on the 
Imperial miniflers to obtain their maker’s acquiefcence in the above-mentioned. 
■ propofitions. 

'I am 
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I am to acquaint you before I conclude this- letter, that his majefty having 
thought fitt that count Kinfky fliould be informed in general of the heads of the 
plan, that he might be induced by that complaifance to write favourably of it to 
his court ; that communication was accordingly made to him verbally, a few 
days fince ; and I am fince acquainted, that he difpatched a courier upon that 
fubjefl:, on Friday laft, to Vienna j fo that you will find the Imperial minifters 
already prepared upon it. 

Thefe orders are fent you by his majefty, in the utmoft confidence and fe- 
crecy ; and you will underftand, that they are for yourfelf alone, and not to be 
executed in concert with monfieur Bruyninx, or communicated to him, there 
not having been time to concert this previous ftep with the States General. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

The emperor jhould be perjuaded to accept the arm'tjiice. — Difmal fituat'mi of af- 
fairs. — Enforces the neceJJitj of putting the Wejl Indies in a fate of defence. 

DEAR SIR, Hiigue, April 18 — 2,9, 1735* 

I^N anfwer to your’s of the 8 th, I am to acquaint you-, that I fufped the dif- Walpole 

ference between the cardinal and monfieur Chauvelyn’s opinion, whether Papers, 

the fufpenfion, or the new plan of a treaty between the maritime powers and 
France, fhould take place firft, to be a perfeft trick of Chauvelyn’s to difappoint 
both ; as I have explained it in one of my difpatches to lord Flarrington, al- 
though the cardinall does not apprehend, nor will be made to apprehend, any 
fuch thing. 

I entirely agree with you that the points of concefiion that fhould induce 
France to make a peace, and agree to the pragmatick fanftion, muft come from 
them 5 but I am not fo clear that lord Waldgrave fhould be ordered to ply and 
prefs the cardinall to bring his fyftem to perfection : but, purfuant to the refolution 
of the States, which I lately tranfmitted, we muft feem to fupport and juftify our 
own plan, but to infift chiefly upon the fufpenfion of arms. This you will find by- 
my difpatches the Imperial court oppofes : they infift upon the allys declaring 
their fentiments upon the plan, having lodged with his majefty and the States 
their fecret acceptance of what relates to the port of Leghorn ; and if count 
Ulefeldt fpeaks the fentiments of the emperour, they are refolved not to accept 
the armiftice, without knowing their enemy’s minds upon the conditions, or 
rather the minds of the maritime powers about helping the emperor, in cafe the 
V04. III. PART III. 11 ■ allys 
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Period VI. allys will not agree to their plan ; and from thence I think the Imperiall c 
734^0 1737; ^j|i take.their lafl refolution, and have fome fcheme in view, in cafe thev hav 
^735' hopes of his majefty and the States afliftance, Ihould the plan be rejeftec 
the allys. For otherwife, taking things according to their appearance, by w 
it is plain that the emperour cannot be in a condition to afl: offenfively, nei 
upon the Rhine nor in Italy, he fliould be glad to have an armiftice. Howe 
according to your defire and my own opinion, and indeed agreeable to the 
nion of every body here, I have flrongly infifted with count Ulefeldt, that 
emperour fhould accept the armiftice, although the allys doe not explain tl 
felves upon the plan. I have wrote to that purpofe to Vienna, as I doe by 
poft to England ; and I don’t doubt but you will fupport the fame opinions ; 
as I have received orders this night, to concur in the late refolution of 
States on that fubjeft, I fhall not fayl of doing it, although I forefee that cc 
Ulefeldt will be out of humour with me for it. 

I hope you are fatisfyed with the manner in which I have preffed the St 
to come to fome vigorous meafures ; it is impoffible for me to go gre 
lengths than I have done, without, I own freely to you, the leaft hopes of fuc( 
!■ have often putt the penfionary out of humour with rrie on that account, 
though I am perfuaded he has a perfonall kindnefs for me ; and I have, 
will have feen, drove him to open his mind, by the paper I fent you laft { 
which lays a foundation for a particular reconciliation between the emperor 
Spain ; but I think that muft not be prefled, untill we fee what turn the a 
of the plan and armiftice are like to take, as well on the part of the empen 
as of the allys. But I am apprehenfive that, when the emperour lhall find 1 
felfe deftitute of all hopes of being fuccoured by the maritime powers, whe 
through the fault of Holland’s backwardnefs to a war, or of England refob 
not to afl without Holland, he will equally be incenfed againft both, and 
think of making what he will call a forced and dilhonourable peace, thro 
our means, by a particular reconciliation with Spain. 

I heartily wifli it may be an inaftive campaign ; but if the armiftice does 
talce place, the cardinall is not mafter of the fate of arms ; that will be In 
power of others. Therefore the prefent thing that we are to aim at is the ai 
ftice, and the emperor’s not accepting of that, will putt him as much in 
wrong, as if he had made no favourable declaration for the plan. On the o 
fide, fliould he accept the armiftice, his having agreed to every thing we 1 
defired, will make our not aflifting him, in cafe the allys ihould be unreafona 
lye more heavy upon us: fo that I muft own I doe not fee the fituation of 
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affairs in fo favourable a light as you doe ; we mufh rub on and doe as well as 
we can. My health is good, and as we have done nothing blame- worthy, my 
heart is whole ; but the danger of the libertys of Europe affefts me much;, and 
this unlucky incident of Portugall is very embarraffing. For we cannot abandon 
that crown, if Spain fhould carry things to extremitys, and to anfwer to their 
inftances in a faint manner, and by the offer of good offices only, will, I am 
afraid, drive them to have recpurfe to France for her intervention, which may 
be attended with bad confequences to our trade, and make us make a very con- 
temptible figure. In the mean time, this republick, far from having any con- 
cern in favour of Portugall, have been for fome time incenfed againfl that 
crown. So that I own I fee nothing but black clouds gathering on all fides ; I 
don’t fee a ray of light to difperfe them, and I never was fo puzzled in my life ; 
and therefore I will fay no more at prefent, but that I am ever your’s mofl af- 
fectionately, Sic. 

P. S. I think it not impoflible, that if France flrould pufh their conquefts on 
this fide, (although I agree with you it is not likely, while they endeavour to 
praife the Dutch, that they will doe it this year,) but that the States may be 
forced to take arms, and although we can’t goe without them, we muft goe with 
them ; or if we fliould be obliged in cafe of neceflity to fupport the Portuguefe 
(in which cafe I am afraid the Dutch will not goe along with us) ; I fay, whatever 
may happen to engage us in a war, I tremble for the VFefl Indys, the fource of 
all our riches, and which preferves the balance of trade in our favour; for I 
don’t know where w'e have it but by the means of our colonys. Therefore, for 
God’s fake, think of the Weft Indies, and if you could, before the parliament 
rifes, procure a credit of 100,000 1 . to be layd out there, accountable to parlia- 
ment, it would be the righteft thing in the world. For the houfe of lords 
having publiflied the Board of Trade’s report upon the fituation of our colonys, 
mull make all nations apprifed of our weaknefs there, and confequently fome 
provifions neceflary : for the eftablilhment of Georgia, and the expence voted 
on that account, will not contribute in the leaft to fecure our fugar plantations, 
nor Nova Scotia, nor our filhery ; they are all in danger from other quarters. 
Pray think of this : I have hitherto preached in vain ; but any misfortune there 
will hurt you more than any other thing in the world. Loofe noe time in talking 
to fir Charles Wager, Mr. Bladen, and one Coram, the honefteft, the moft 
difinterefted, and the moft knowing perfon about the plantations, I ever talked 
with. ■ 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

accommodation between the emperor and Spain the moji probable 7neans of put-* 
ting an end to the war . — III condud of the emperor. — Propriety of enforcing 
that accommodation^ and reco7?imending the marriage between an archdu chefs and 
don Carlos. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, May 2—13, 1735. 

difpatch to lord Harrington has employed foe much of my time, that I 
am not able, before the departure of the poll, to write fo fully to you as. I 
intended. . ' 

I am perfwaded thefe people will be contented with any conditions that doe 
not immediately affefl: the Low Countrys, rather than make any farther ex- 
penfe; and if we fliould reprefent againfl; the unreafonablenefs of thofe condi- 
tions that France may offer, they will make fuch unreafonable demands of the 
emperor and of us to carry on a war in proportion to their weaknefs, that it will 
be impofEble to grant ; fo that there feems no way to putt an end to the war, 
but by an accommodation between the emperour and Spain ; and the penfionary, 
as you will fee by my difpatch, is of the fame opinion : but I doe not think it a 
very eafy matter to fett this on foot, notwithftanding what you may think of the 
difpofition of the queen of Spain. 

What the penfionary hints of his majefty whifpering to the emperour that he 
fees no other refource for him, will’ be difficult to doe without expofing him- 
felfe to the emperour’s reproaches, or, at leaft, without laying fo much blame 
upon the States, as will put them too much out of humour with us. I mull 
own that there is a great deal to be fayd in our own juftification, from the con- 
duft of the emperour, in purfuing his views in Poland j in leaving all his domi- 
nions, both in Italy and Handers, expofed to the immediate attack and furprife 
of his enemys, without having the ordinary provifions and ammunition necef- 
fary for their defence ; in his having refufed to accept the projefl of accommo- 
dation with Spain, untill it was too late j and in his having given no attention to 
our infinuations for his coming to an alliance with the king of Sardinia, before 
the troubles began ; and at laft in having refufed to accept our good offices this 
time twelvemonth, before the allys bad gained fuch fucceffes.in Italy, at a 
time when they all feemed . difpofed to a pacification; and laftly, the Dutch 
being equally engaged in the fame treatys with us, would make it very difficult, 
as well as of little ufe to the emperour, for us to have undertaken a war without 

them. 
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them, befides the rifque we fliould run ourfelves with refpefl: to our trade, &c. Period " 
Thefe things may be fayd, butt may certainly as well be lett alone, if they can 
poffibly be avoyded. On the other hand, the emperour having conftantly given . 17,35 

manifeftos or papiers raifonnh-, which we have avoyded (tho’ contrary to 
my opinion) to anfwer,. that we might not exafperate matters, it is poffible that 
he may be provoked, when he fees no hopes of our affiftance, to make and 
publifli a deduction of the whole. 

How, therefore, is it poffible to make the fecret infinuations to the emperour, 
to induce him to come into an accommodation with Spain, in fuch a manner as 
not to provoke his refentment, and at the fame time to preferve our own dignity, 
and not confefs we have been in the wrong in our proceedings, which I think 
we have not, and therefore cannot by any means allow it ?. 

As his majefty and the States mull fay fomething. upon the. relpedlive an- 
fwers now delivered by the Imperial! and the French ambaffadours, it is very 
probable that the Imperiall court being informed of the anfwer from France, 
may take an occafion, from what he ffiall fay to them and to France, to de- 
mand our fuccours, or a declaration of what we intend to doe with refpeft to 
that point. Such a demand may give us a handle to inhnuate to count Kinfky 
or Ulefeldt, or to any body elfe belonging to the emperour, what was faid to 
them in February was twelvemonth j which was, that if the emperour thinks 
hiinfelf obliged to make up matters fome other way, unlefs he is fuccoured im- 
mediately by his allies, he may be told in a friendly manner, that his majefty 
has fo great a regard for his intereft, that he fhall not oppofe his doing it, pro-- 
vided it be in fuch a manner as lliall not be detrimental! to the intereft of the 
maritime powers. And that occafion may be made ufe of to delire him to ex- 
plain himfelfe about his intention of marrying his daughters, in order to cour 
fider from thence the beft manner to fecurethe pragmatick fandion ; which will 
likewife naturally lead to the queftion of giving the fecond to don Carlos, for 
fettling his affairs in Italy, as what his majefly will make no oppolition to, fince 
it may be for the fervice of the emperour ; and- as we lhall find fuch a hint may 
be acceptable to the emperour, we may goe farther, and promife underhand to 
promote fuch an alliance with Spain, and after it is concluded, to guaranty it in 
Gonjundion with the States. And as the penfionary feems doubtfull whether the 
States will in the firft inftance be brought to take part in fuch a negotiation, and 
therefore, as you will find upon refledion, thinks his majefty Ihould begin alone 
to found the emperour on this fubjed, we lhall not be fo conftrained in nego- 
tiating it privately with the emperour and Spain, as I apprehended we ffiould 

have; 
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have been, if we were to take the confent of the States with us ; fmce there will 
now be no occafion to doe any thing elfe befides communicating from time to 
time to the penfionary, and perhaps to one or two more who may be in the 
fame fentiments with him on this head, the fteps we fhall take. 

Monfieur Arloum, who on fome accounts has fome credit with the penfionary, 
has told me, that he will promote underhand, whenever I fliall give him notice 
of it, amonge the deputys, the approbation of fuch a ftep as a reconciliation be- 
tween the emperour and Spain; and I don’t doubt but others, out of refentment 
to the behaviour of France, will doe the fame thing. The town of Amfterdam 
will. I’m afraid, have a conftant itch after a negociation with France ; but in a 
point where the States are to be at noe expenfe, and which is a matter of pru- 
dence only, I hope even Amfterdam muft yield to the neceffity of the times, 
^ind the only expedient that is left, fmce they will not be brought to take vigo- 
rous mdafures. I am in hafte, your’s affedionately, &;c. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Overtures from the king of Sardinia. — Motives of his condudl. — Enforces the nccef- 
fity of prejftng the Dutch to augment their forces. — Situation and views of the 
emperor. — ToUcy of England in regard to her' condudl toward the emperor^ 
France y and Pruffid . — Cardinal Fleury alarmed left the fecret corrcfpondence 
Jhould be publ'ifhcd. — Inconvenience of the hin^s journey to Hanover, 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, May 9 — 20, 1735. 

Walpole j Received by laft poll orders from lord Harrington to prefent a meraoriall to 
the States with heads for that purpofe ; but thefe orders ’by the poftfcript 
Private. were to be fufpended untill I could hear from his lordfliip again, on account of 
fome extraordinary news to be communicated by Offorio to the duke of New- 
caftle. What that new^s can be, or what good it can doe at this jundure, when 
the king of Sardinia has concurred in the. anfwer delivered by the French, I 
cannot imagine ; becaufe as the plan is rejeded, and the fufpenfion of arms 
mentioned in fuch a way as makes it impoffible to take place, that prince mull 
goe on with his friends to ad. If he has agreed with Spain, it mull be to 
drive the emperour out of Italy : if not, the emperour, by a continuation of 
the war, will be foe exhaufted as not to be able, without our help, to fubfift his 
army next year in Italy ; and I' fee no reafbn he will have to hope for that ; 
and therefore, altho’ Mr. Ollbrio will affed to place great confidence in his ma- 
jefty, yett if he takes noe ftep, in confequence of that confidence, that will 

immediately 
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immediately tend to a pacification, wemuft not hearken to him ; for his court, 
if poffible, is the falfeft court of all ; and it is certain that without their perfi- 
dioufnefs in letting France into Italy, the war would never have been under- 
taken ; and therefore they have no great meritt any otherwife than by affedling 
a feeming friendfhip towards his majefty, they hope for his creditt not to be 
undone. But good words may be given them, to prevent, if poffible, their union 
with Spain, upon a foot of driving the emperour out of Italy, which the king 
of Sardinia will hardly confent to ; becaufe it is almoft impoffible for him to 
have fufficient fecurity that, as foon as the emperour is out of Italy, Spain will 
not take the Milanefe from him, the king of Sardinia. 

I think, all things, weigh’d on both fides, it will be abfolutely neceffary, that 
I ffiould prefent in form a memoriall for the augmentation of forces here, for 
the reafons you alledge, altho’ there may be inconveniencys in it. I have 
. already hinted to the penfionar}'' that I expefted fuch orders. His reply was 
that, if I muft doe it, they mull manage it here in the beft manner they can, that 
I may doe as little harm as poffible. But I doe not expeft that it will difpofe 
them to take a refolution agreeable to it : however, it will be a juftification to 
the world of our paft and future conduct, and it is neceffary for that purpofe. 
I expedt to be invited this morning to a conference, to have the projedt of a re- 
folution of the States communicated to me, in anfwer both to the French and 
Imperlall papers relating to our plan ; and I fuppofe they will both be fpoken 
of in fuch a manner as not to be fatisfaftory, becaufe they neither of them feem 
to agree to the fufpenfion of arms, and that the conclufion will be to prefs that 
point with the minifters of both the emperour and the allys in the ftrongell 
manner. I ffiall take this refolution, without giving my opinion, ad referendum; 
and the confequence of that may be, if I doe not receive them before, that his 
majefty will agree to concurr with the Slates in that ftep, but fend me orders at 
the fame time to prefs an augmentation of their forces, as what the dangerous 
ftate of affairs makes abfolutely neceffary for our common fafety. 

I am forry the paper, Pe^isees particulihes, mett with no better fuccefs ; it 
would have been, believe me, the fame thing whether I had or had not com- 
municated it at the fame time to lord Harrington. What effedt my fubfequent 
particular letters to the q — n, as well as my difpatches relating to that point, 
will fince have had, I can’t tell ; but it muft come to bear fooner or later, either 
by our motion or the emperor’s own motion, or from a particular underftand- 
ing already concerted between Vienna and Spain ; perhaps by a negotiation of 
count Conigfegg at Mantua, and Padno’s fon-xn-law, minifter at Venice, which 
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Period VI. ' fituatloHS will afford an eafy intercourfe between thofe two minifters if they 
i734toi73y. j,g^yg ^ mind to it : and it is plainly count XJlefeldt’s difcourfe, as well as from 
173.5. the lituation of the emperour’s affairs, and his behaviour in confequence of it, 
that the court of Vienna. muff have feme Ifcheme for extricating themfelves out 
0‘f their affairs, or patching up matters one way or other. Count Ulefeldt has 
told me plainly^ that the emperour will not confent to the armiftice, unlefs the 
allys confent to make our plan the bafis of the -negotiation (which they have 
not done, and that will foon be known at Vienna) ; that the emperor cannot, he 
has told me as plainly, continue the war any longer than this campagne, with- 
out being affifted ; and I am perfuaded he fees no hopes here of any affiftance, 
and that we cannot give it without the Dutch. He has added, that as foon as the 
campagne draws to a conclufion, the inabilitys of the emperor to goe on any 
farther, will make him call upon the Dutch and us to lett him know what we 
both or either can or will doe for him, that his Iraperiall majefty may determine 
the part he is to take. Which determination I think the emperor muff have al- 
ready in his mind, or elfe he would agree to afufpenfion of arms, unlefs he is in 
fo good a condition, not only (as it is thought at St. James’s) as not to have 
any thing to fear on the Rhine, but to be able to aft offenlively there ; for a 
quiet campagne (conlidering how he is already exhaufted, and how impoffible it 
will be for him to find money another year) will be as fatall to the emperour 
almoft, as an aflive one to his difadvantage ; and therefore I conclude, that there 
is a refource in petto. What that is, it is, if poffible, our bufinefs to find out, and 
manage that knowledge foe, that he may not take meafures to the difadvantage 
of the maritime powers, either by a reconciliation with Spaiir, or (which I hope 
he does not think of, and is not, I believe, prafticable if he does) by a particu- 
lar accommodation with France, relating to fome ceffion of part of the Nether- 
lands to that crown ; but if fuch a thing was intended, it would have been by 
this time in agitation, and we fliould have gott fome lights of it. 

This accommodation,-therefore, with Spain, is moff likely the thing intended ; 
and as that muff be very difagreeable to France, and create a coolnefs between 
that crown and Spain, it is very likely the latter will not come to an agreement 
with the emperour, as he did in 1725, without confulting and taking the king 
into the allyance, having found the inconveniencys of that former ftep, which 
drove us into France, and may, if anything is done to the prejudice of us, doe 
the fame thing again; befides, that Spain has found by experience, that .Ihe 
qaifiiot depend much upon the emperour alone. 
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In tlie prefent ftate of affairs I think we muff, (purfuant to what I fuppofe Period 
will be the contents of the States refolution,) after I have by haemoriall preffed i 

an augmentation of forces here, follicit both the emperour and the allys to come 17 35 
to an arraiftice. I doe not apprehend that will have any other effeft than to 
amufe the publick with the appearance of a negociadon ; but at the fame time 
it will juftifye our condufl:, as well on account of the emperour’s behaviour in 
not agreeing to a fufpenfion of arms, as by our having endeavoured to perfwade 
the States to putt themfelves into a better pofture of defence by encreafing their 
forces } it being impoffible that we Ihould aft without them, who will be foon- 
efl; expofed to danger ; and by this means the emperour will fee that nothing 
but a pacification is to be expefled from the maritime powers, without their 
declaring pofitively that they will never aft. For their forbearance to aft, and 
his own neceflitous condition by autumn, will prefs him to take his laft refolu- 
tion, whatever it may be, to extricate himfelfe from his difficultys 5 if he could 
be perfwaded privately to explain them early to us ; and perhaps the merit of 
our having by memoriall follicited the States to take vigorous meafures, (but 
that memoriall mull not appear to have been concerted with him, altho’ it will 
be known by him afterwards,) may indeed induce his Imperiall majefty to open 
his thoughts in confidence to the king ; and it may at laft putt aii end to the 
war upon a tolerable foot, by keeping ftill thofe united whofe union is neceffary 
for preferving the ballance of Europe, and fecuring the emperour’s fucceflion 
according to the pragmatick fanftion. But in this cafe it will be neceffary that 
the emperour fhould lett the king know the deftination of his daughters in mar- 
riage, upon which the fucceflion depends. 

As to the reconcihation between his majefty and the king of Pruflia, I look 
upon what has been wrote to mfe on that head as chiefly intended to parry for 
the prefent the other propofitions, of an union between the emperour and Spain, 
or of his majefty and the States attempting once more to procure a pacification 
by a confidential! negotiation with France, without any reall defign to come to 
a good underftanding with Pruflia. But until! his majefty and the States fliall 
have chofen the part they intend to take in the general queftion of the quarrell 
in Europe, we can doe nothing with the king of Pruflia ; for it will be impof- 
fible to know how to fettle his pretenfions, in which the emperour and France 
muft be concerned with us at the fame time, without having firft determined our 
finall refolution between thofe two great powers. Belides, I find his majefty 
will expeft fomething for himfelfe, before he will agree to any thing in lavour 
of Pruflia relating to Bergh and Juliers, if his majefty had any pretenfions on 
VOL. in. PART nr. k.k • that 
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Period VI. that head ; and were it not a point of a publick nature, but concerned the kir 
34 ^ 0 ^ 737 - (jf Pruffia’s own particular intereft only, without farther confequences, noboc 
1735. would fay a word in behalfe of that prince. 

The cardinal’s letter to me of the 30th pall was to prepare the way for tl 
anfwer to be given for rejecting the plan, and at the fame time to diffuade rathi 
than deter us from publifhing the correfpondence ; for altho’ he hints, as if I 
could juftifye himfelfe, yett the whole tenour of that part of the letter betra; 
a great fear arfd concern left we fhould appeal to the publick. You will hai 
feen by the penfionary’s and my anfwer that we have left him in fufpence c 
that head ftill ; and indeed I am of your opinion, that the publication of th 
affair Ihould rather be the confequence than the forerunner or provocation of 
war, if we lhall be forced into it. 

Having wrote thus far, I have been in a conference with the deputys, wf 
communicated to me the projeft of what might properly be faid at prefent i 
confequence of the two anfwers, fronj the emperour and the allys to their r 
fpedtive minifters, alking my concurrence to it. This projefl:, I think, is coi 
ceived in very proper terms, fuitable to the occafion ; but as I found by tl 
heads of the memoriall, tranfmitted to me by laft poll by lord Harrington, th: 
his majefty intended to propofe the augmentation of the forces of the States, : 
a ftep neceffary to be taken previoufly to any other, I would not venture 1 
agree to the projedl without his majefty’s orders, which will be expefted befo] 
it becomes a formall refolution.of the States. And altho’ I Ihould rdceive, b 
the mail that is now due, his majefty’s direftions to deliver the fayd memorial 
that Ihould not hinder my having, diteftions fent me to concur in the projei 
I now fend for his majefty’s opinions ; his majefty’s approbation being accon 
panyed with his hopes or expectations that the States wEl concurr in his recon 
mendation for their encreafing the number of their forces. 

As to Portugal!, count Ulefeldt has been fo often foe earneft with me to la 
hold of this opportunity, that I cannot doubt but the Imperiall court, if they I 
not the authors, are greatly the fomenters of this quarrell. 

The king is now expeCted on this fide at the time fixed, but not withoi 
great furprlfe at his taking this journey at this great- crifis. How bufinefs ca 
be carried on in a practicable manner between the diftance of the king at H; 
nover and his councill in England, efpecially if there fhould be different op 
nions, is unconceivable ; but fhould they always agree, the tedioufnefs of 
would be intolerable. Lord Harrington muft accompany his majefty ; there 
poe help for it j and as his lordfhip, according to cuftom, will be here, Ifuppofi 
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two or three days, I ihould be glad to know what he is to fay, and upon what 
points, that I may conduft myfelfe accordingly with him. 

Pray doe not give too much attention to the houfe of Savoy, for unlefs they 
could help you to an armiftice, they can doe nothing for us : they will be more 
jealous and uneafy, and indeed not without reafon, at a marriage between the 
emperour and Spain, and will crofs it as much as poffible; and indeed any 
thoughts of that nature fhould be induftrioufly kept from Oflbrio. Tour’s molt 
affeftionately, &c. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Alarm in France at Pwent'j-Jive Jhips of the Ime failing to Portugal. 

MY LORD, Paris, June ill, N. S. 1735. 

JT is chiefly to inform your grace of the impreillons, I think, his majefly’s hav- 
ing ordered a flrong fquadron to the coaft of Portugal has made upon the 
French minifters, that I trouble you with this difpatch. 

Late the night before laft, I received the honour of your letter of the 1 5 th 
paft, O. S. by Du Commun the meffenger j and it was very lucky it came then, 
for, as I was to be yefterday at Verfailles, it diredled me how to talk to the 
French minifters on the,fubjefl: of our fquadron, in cafe it Ihould beneceflary. 
Lord Durfeley, who has been here fome days, having defired me to prefent him 
to the French king, I carried him with me to court. It is the cuftom here to 
acquaint the fecretary of ftate for foreign affairs, when any foreigner is to be pre- 
fented ; for that reafon I alighted at monfieur Chauvelin’s. We were told he 
was at the cardinal’s, and had been there about an hour, but was juft coming 
back. As Chauvelin’s going to the cardinal on a Tuefday morning (a day he 
ought to be at home to receive the foreign minifters) was unufual, , every body 
judged that fome extraordinary matter muft have been the caufe of it. Mon- 
fieur Chauvelin returned foon after to his lodgings, and when I prefented lord 
Durfeley to him, he fcarce took the leaft notice of him j and, v^thout inviting 
us to dinner, which is ufual on fuch occafions, he told me, that if I intended 
to fee the French king, we had no time to lofe, for the levee w'as begun, and 
that he defired to fpeak with'me before I left Verfailles. This was faid in the 
graveft ill-huiuoured way imaginable ; and I mention thefe circumftances, that 
yoyjr-grace may fee how horridly mad Chauvelin is with us at this time. I own 
'it gave me the greater pleafure, as Iris outward anger plainly fliewed that he did 
not know how to help himfelf j for if he did, he would have diflembled. 

K K 2 ■ . I went 
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I went from thence to the cardinal, whom I found, in appearance, lefs angry 
than his colleague, but equally vexed. He told me, in a moll pathetick man- 
ner, that he could not but be exceffively alarmed at the confequences of our 
fending fo ftrong a fquadron to the coaft of Portugal : that he was acquainted 
with the reafons that had induced his majefty to take this refolution ; and tho’ 
monfieur Chauvelin had wrote word that the king’s minillers had alTured him, 
nothing would be undertaken by our fleet but in defence of his majefty’s fub- 
jefts, and to proteft their commercej yet when the king of Portugal fliould fee 
fuch a terrible fleet as twenty-five large Englifh men of war come to affifl; him, 
it would raife his courage to fuch a degree, that there would be no dealipg with 
him : that undoubtedly the emperor’s friends at Lifbon would encourage him 
to attack Spain, and he would probably do it. In finej this ftep of ours would 
bring on a war in thofe parts, in which we Ihould be partys, and confequently 
the war would be foon general. 

As I thought it better to encreafe than lelTen his apprehenfions, and being in 
hopes that, by making him talk, I might difcover what grounds there were for 
the court of Spain’s anfwer to his majefty’s offer of his mediation, I told him 
coolly, that the king could not be anfwerable for confequences that fell out 
contrary to his expedtations : that his majefty meant to attack nobody, and that 
his minifters would be frir from encouraging the king of Portugal to be the 
aggreffer : that his majefty, feeing the great preparations of the court of Spain 
by fea and land againft Portugal, could not, in prudence, but make a fufficient 
provifion for fecuring the effedls of his fubjedls in that country, where more 
may and do arrive daily, if his majefty had no other concern for the preferva- 
tion of that kingdom : that fuppofing Spain fliould come with a fquadron and 
block up the river of Lifbon, nobody knows how fecure even thofe Englifh 
merchant fhips might be, who coming in without knowing of the broils between 
that crown and Spain, would perhaps be expofed to- be treated as contraband- 
ers, carrying provilions and ammunition to an enemy, and as fuch confifcated, 
or at leaft put to great trouble and expence to get their Ihips and effedts releafed : 
in fine, that his majefty’s condud in this cafe could be liable to no exceptions. 
If his fubjeds were not attacked, or their fubftance. endangered, our fleet would 
offend nobody. 

This, as I expefted, brought on the difcourfe upon the kiilg of Spam’s anfwer 
to our late offices ; the cardinal pretended not to know exaftly what it was, or 
to fufped the truth of the account monfieur Vaulgrenant had from Patino, of 
what had paffed at Mr. Keene’s audience of their catholic- majefties. I. got bis 

eminency 
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eminency to fpeak firft, telling him, I would fet him right, if his informations Period VI. 
were different from mine. He faid that the king and queen of Spain had re- 
ceived Mr. Keene a’uec toiite la politejfe du monde, had expreffed in a very civil 
manner their obligation to his majefty for his friendly interpofidon in the dif- 
pute between them and the king of Portugal ; but excufed themfelves from 
accepting his majefty ’s mediation, having already accepted that of France. 

I told the cardinal, the account he had agreed perfectly with mine ; but I 
muft own to him, that when I received Mr. Keene’s letters, I was a good deal 
furprifed, becaufe I never heard that France had offered her mediation : that I 
remembered very well his eminency had told me, feme dme ago, that he had 
direfted monfieur de Vaulgrenant to endeavour to appeafe the broils that were 
fomenting between thofe two courts ; and that, as he faid, without much hopes 
of fuccefs, by which I looked upon the notion of the mediation of France, as 
coming rather from the defire of Spain, than from his eminency’s feeking it. 

The cardinal puzzled a good while, but could not give me a direft and fair 
anfwer. Tho’ I kept him fome time to this fmgle point, he would not fay pofi- 
tively whether France had or had not offered the mediation of her own accord. 

The turn, I thought, he intended to give was, that Vaulgrenant.had a difcre- 
tionary power, in cafe he found the court of Spain traftable,. to offer the media- 
tion of France. 

I alked him next, how he had managed Portugal ; for, by Mr. Keene’s let- 
ters, he feemed to have fome notion that they had fecured that crown before 
they made their offers to Spain? After a good deal of Ihuffling, he told 
me in confidence that, foon after the quarrel happened, one Mendez, a man 
employed here by the king of Portugal to buy piftures and curiofities, by 
which means he gets admittance every where, came to him, and Ihewed him a 
letter he had received from monfieur de Mendon9a, in which Mendon^a fays, 
he.wifties that France would ufe her endeavours to hinder Spain from attacking 
Portugal : that from that time he, the cardinal, had not heard a fy liable more, 
and therefore he believed the king of Portugal had no thoughts of profecuting 
any thing here, and that thereupon he likewife had quite dropt it.. 

To prevent my queftioning him any farther, at wdiich I found him very uii- 
eafy, he returned to his apprehenfions of the confequences of our fleet’s failing, 
as being no lefs than engaging a general war. He feemed in a manner vexed, 
that (tho’ on their account) the court of Spain had declined his majefty’s me- 
diation. , He find, he did not fee why we might not be joint mediators ; that, 
for his part, he delired no better j that the Garde des S^eaux fliould likewife ' 
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Period VI. be for It ; and tliat I might inform your grace of thefe his difpolitions, w]: 

^^734to'=737- jjg repeated over and over. All I anfwered was, that I would not fail fend 
I735' your grace an account of whatever he delired. 

From the cardinal’s embarras when I put him upon explaining how Fra 
came to offer her mediation, and from the turn Patino gave Mr. Keene to v 
their catholic majefties faid to him on that fubject, it looks very much : 
France knew little of their being chofen by Spain as mediators, till the an 
of Brettel, who brought a pretty large packet for the Garde des Sgeaux. j. 
tho’, fince the late inftances we have had of the cardinal’s falfenefs, we have 1 
reafon to depend on any thing he fays, I own the account he gives of the i 
taken by Mendez feems probable, and a circumftance I omitted above of 
defiring me not to mention it, left it fliould expofe Mendez and monfi 
de Mendonca, carries an air as if this was the only grounds they had for i 
nuating at the court of Spain, that it was at the inftance of the king of 1 
tugal that France offered her mediation ; but when this affair comes to li^ 
which can hardly be avoided after the formal ftory told Mr. Keene by Pad 
it is not unlikely but we may fee that monfieur Chauvelin has enlarged co 
derably on the ftep taken by Mendez. 

I fhall make one farther obfervatiop on what the cardinal faid, viz. 1 
Chauvelin fhould be for a joint mediation, which feems to be a proof 1 
they had had fome difcourfe before on the fiibjeft, and that Chauvelin- 
againft it. 

Before I proceed to the remainder of my converfation with the cardi 
which was on different fubjefts, I believe it will be more proper to give y 
grace an account of that I had with the Garde des S^eaux in the afternoon 
the foregoing bufinefs. I found him, as in the morning, exceffively out of 
mour : he had at firft a mind to bully, but as I could not help fhewing him 
I was not in a temper to bear it, he foftened. He told me, we were overturr 
every thing ; that Spain could never fubmit to a forced mediation ; that we 
oft'ered our mediation, and before we had an anfwer, we fent our fleei 
•overawe them ; that he kn€w very little of the queen of Spain, if this 
not exafperate her to the higheft degree ; and rail on a pretty while with f 
kind of reafonings not worth repeating. 

To try whether I could ge% any thing out of him relating to their 'proje^ 
being mediators, I faid, that as the adjiifting this affair feemed to be in t 
hands, it could not fail ending in an amicable way : that nobody could ■ 
fc-iftt with the king’s precautions for the fecurity of his fubjedis ; and as 
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quarrel would be made up by his moft chriftian majefty’s influence, the only Period ' 
difference at prefent with refpecl to our fleet was its laying oft* the coaft of Por- 
tugal inftead of the coaft of England, which could give no uneafinefs to any- 1735 

body that had not an intent to hurt or rnolefl us. All the Garde des S9eaux’s 
anfwer was, that if we had not taken this Hep, we might have a£ted jointly in the 
mediation; but as the cafe flood, it was now impradlicable. I told him, that as I 
did not know his majefly’s intentions on a joint mediation, I could fay nothing of 
them ; but that the cardinal had not thought our fending out our fleet any ob- 
ftacle, for he had fpoke to me very clearly on that head, and wifhed to have a 
joint mediation, without this reftriftion, which he, monfieur Chauvelia, would 
put it under. 

He infilled that I mull have mifunderflood the cardinal : that if our fleet 
failed, we could not be proper mediators ; and that neither Spain nor he would 
ever acquiefce in it. Then he pretended France was ill ufed by our fending out 
a fquadron to the coafl of Portugal ; and that the king’s minillers had promifed 
monfieur Chavigni the fquadron fhould not fail without previoufly acquainting 
this court with it. I anfwered, that the king was no ways accountable to any 
body for what he did with his fleet ; however that I might alTure him that the 
only intention his majefly had at prefent was, to defend the trade of his fubjedls, 
and the coafl of Portugal, in cafe of any attack that might be made on them ; 
but as to the promifes which, he faid, were made Chavigni by the king’s mini- 
flers, I knew nothing of them. However I enquired about what time they were 
made. Upon this, he got up and fetched a letter, he faid he had received in 
the morning from Chavigni, which had occafioned his going then immediately 
to the cardinal. He read to me two or three broken fentences. The letter was 
dated the 16 — 27th May. Chavigni fays he had been with the duke of New- 
caflle, my lord Harrington, and fir Robert Walpole, and feen them feparately: 
that he had remonllrated againfl fending out our fleet ; and that they had allured 
him no harm was intended by it, unlefs Spain fhould attack Portugal by fea ; 
and that he, Chavigni, fhould have notice before it failed. I obferved,' the im- 
probability of his having had fuch an affurance given him, as Chavigni himfelf 
was to fet out the next day for Paris ; and I added, that as I did not know that 
any thing had been concerted between our two courts concerning Portugal, I 
could not fee to what purpofe Chavigni fhould be acquainted with the time of 
bur fleet’s failing. In fine, I faw plainly that jhe whole drift of the Garde des 
Sceaux was, to hinder thg fending out our fleet, and in order to engage us to 
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VI. this complaifance, he would allow us to be joint mediators with France, but on 
737- no other condition whatever. 

To return to the conclufion of my converfation with the cardinal : amongfl 
the feveral reafons he gave for being alarmed at the failing of our fleet, he faid 
it would infallibly difappoint his projeft for an armiftice : that, according to his 
former promife, he had been at work, and had even fent his plan for a fufpen- 
fion into Spain, where he made no doubt but it would have been approved of. 
But now the queen of Spain would Men to no reafon, and all his hopes of fee- 
ing peace reftored were vanilhed. I told him, I did not fee that any thing we had 
done in the Portuguefe affair could make much difference as to other matters now 
depending in Europe : that if the king of Spain does not attack Portugal, we 
fhall be quiet : that if he fliould now, it would be a demonftration that he was 
refolved upon it before, and every unprejudiced perfon would own his majefty 
did wifely to put himfelf in a ftate to proted the trade of his fubjefts, and de-- 
fend his ally : that, confidering the king’s prefent meafures in another light, 
thei'e is more reafon to expe6: they will take a good than a bad turn, from the 
pradices of the court of Spain. For tho’ they have hitherto talked angrily, and 
threatened Portugal, yet, before they entered upon aftion, they may think more 
calmly of it, and may weigh the inconveniencys of attacking a prince who will 
■be fupported by England, and from this confideration they may be more trad- 
able than they would be, were not our fleet on the Portuguefe coaft ; and fliould 
this be the cafe, our fleet’s going out would rather promote than obftrud the 
pacification. But the cardinal is fo piqued at this ftep of ours, tliat he will allow 
nothing to be a good reafon for our taking it. 

His eminency talked yefterday to Gedda on this fubjed with great concern, 

. and full of fears and apprehenfions of its being a forerunner of our declaring 
for the emperor. His plan for an armiftice, he faid, was ready framed, and 
gone to Spain, and an order obtained from his catholic majefty to monfieur de 
St. Gil to ad, in every thing, according to the inftrudions monfieur Fenelon 
fliould receive from hence ; all which, the cardinal faid, would facilitate and 
haften the conclufion. 

I have endeavoured to lay all I learnt yefterday from the French minifters in 
as clear a light before your grace as I could, from the converfations I have had 
with them. It is evident they are heartily frightened at our preparations, and 
what adds to their fears is, left now one ftep is taken in favour of a prince more 
inclined to the emperor than to the allies, his majefty may hereafter take fome 
others more difagreeable to them. 


I hear 
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I hear they have had a council, to which monfieur de Maurepas was called. Period VL 
to know what fhips they can fit out with fpeed ; but I am allured, that at Breft ^’^734*^° ^ 737 - 
and Rochefort they cannot get 15 men of war in readinefs thefe fix weeks, and i735-. 
to do that they muft work night and day. At Toulon they have not above eight 
fit for ferviee, and by the gallys being countermanded this year, it is a queftion, 
whether that W'hole fquadron will go out, or only three or four ihips as ufual, to 
vifit the French faftorys of the Levant. 

By accounts from the armys on the Rhine, the radons for the French horfe 
are reduced to four pounds of hay per diem, and little elfe. In Italy there is 
great complaint, the French foldiers having no ftraw to lay on, there being none 
in the countr}', nor a pollibility of having any till next harveft. , ' 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Chavigny relates his private converfation with Jir Robert Walpole. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, June 6 — 17, 1735. 

J^^ONSIEUR Chavigny arrived here in his way to Hannover the 4 — 15th 
inft. in the evening, and yefterday in the afternoon I had a long converfa* 
tion with him, which began by his alking me, whether I "had not received a 
private letter from you in confequence of a’ particular conference between you 
and him, tete-a^tde, juft before I left England, and exprefled his furprife at my 
telling him f had not. However, he proceeded to left me know what you had 
faid to him, by way of fuppof tion, f oat he, Chavigny, had treated and conk po -an 
agreesnent with you, on the foot of being prime minijler, and having the chief creditt 
with tJje king, exclujlve of the duke of Newcajile as fectetary of Jiatd; and his 
grace coming to the knowledge of it, and declaring his averfion to what had pajfed, 
you ajked what was to be done in that cafe, and what he would fay to things being 
Jiopt and overturned from fuch an oppofition ? 

Monfieur Chavigny fayd that, without pretending to underftand what you 
meant, or defiring to have the fecret explained, he told you, as what naturally 
occurred to him', that you Ihould endeavour to reconcile your opinion with the 
duke of Newcaftle ; this was indeed a very quick and artful anfwer, fuppofmg 
he knew nothing of what was at the bottom of your hypothefis. He then en- 
tered a great deal into the difpofition of his court for a peace, and bringing it 
about by a particular confidence between England and France, and a good ^un* 
derftanding between you and iiionfieur Chauvelyn 5 or, as by way of compli- 
ment he added, between monfieur Chauvelyn and. me. But when I prefled him 
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Period VI. to know IQ what manner, upon what terms, and how it is to be fett on foot, m« 
1734101737. finuating that we had done all on our part for that purpofe, and that it was time- 
Ihould explain themfelves, fmce we^ were fully convinced that nothing 
could be done with the cardinal without Chauvelyn. Monfieur Chavigny made 
me no return, but general words of good inclination, &c. 

In talking upon the ftate of affairs in generall, he fayd France might agree to 
the armiftice, but would not hear of the plan, and quoted you and the other 
minifters in England as having layd afide the plan, while I ftill infifted upon the 
ill ufage we mett with, in their not having accepted it as a bafis for the negotia- 
tion. But he perfifted in faying we might negotiate without it, but did not 
tell me how, nor in what manner. As to the particular parts of the plan, he fayd 
that they would never agree to Staniflas abdicating the crown of Poland, it was 
inconfiftent with the honour of France: having alked him whether they intended 
to make the peace in thefe parts depend abfolutely upon the eftablifliment of 
Staniflas upon the Polilh throne, he fayd that was not their intentions, it being 
impoffible to compafs that point as things Hood at prefent. But I could not 
draw from him clearly the views of France on that head : but by what I could 
infer from his dark hints, it looks as if, fuppofing they are difpofed to make peace, 
which I queftion, they -will either leave the affairs of Poland out of the queftion 
for the prefent, or afk for forae particular eftablifliment eHewhere for Staniflas. 

As to Tufcany, he pretended to infmuate, that it muft goe to don Carlos ; and 
when I mentioned the pragmatick fanftion, he fayd it was hors d’muvre, that it 
was not concerned in the queftion of the war ; in fliort, he affefted to talk in a 
confidential! way, but fayd nothing at all ; but he gave me to underftand that he 
would difcourfe with me again. You will fee an account of what paffed in ge- 
nerall between the penfionary and monfieur Chavigny, in my difpatch to the 
duke of Newcaftle. I have thoroughly confidered lord Harrington’s letters of 
the -1 2th to his- grace -and Mr. Robinfon, and I am more convinced that it 
is a right nieafure, and there is nothing elfe to be done, but to pufli things into 
a private accommodation. I fuppofe the king made his lordfliip leave out of the 
extraft of my letter of the 3d to his grace, which he fends to Mr. Robinfon, 
that part which relates to Spain; but by degrees we muft come to it at laft, 
if it be not too late. But by the appearance of confidence which at prefent fub- 
fifts between France and Spain, fo far as that the latter, contrary to all rule and 
praiftice, feems to rely entirely upon France, Patino muft have come to a ftrid 
union with Chauvelyn, or elfe feme other game with that appearance. I am 
your’s moft affeftionately, &c. 
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Pen’ydVL 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. ’ 1734101737. 

-Hints at a feparate accomniodatmi. — Approves of exchanging Loraine for Tufcany. lyss. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, July 4 — 15, 1735. 

Y OU will, before you receive this, have confidered the memorialls prefented Walpole 

by Count Kiniky at Hannover. That of a more publick nature, to which ^ 

Count Ulefeldt’s is annexed, will not be eafy to anfwer without faying fomething 
that may perhaps not be agreeable to the Imperiall court, which at this time 
mull, if poflible, be avoyded ; but two points, one of their having accepted of 
our good offices as foon as offered, and the other, of the exiftence of our en- 
gagements, muff never be granted them. I have not yet learnt the penfionary’s 
thoughts, nor indeed, now the States of Holland are aflembled, he has not time 
to think of this matter. 

As to the raofh fecret memoriall, it may perhaps be avoyded to give any thing 
in writing in anfwer to that ; the , Imperiall court is unreafonable in preffing us 
to help them without the Dutch ; but I fuppofe it is not what they expeft, and 
it is done with a view of faving their own honour, and juftifying their conduft, 
in making a particular accommodation. 

It feems plain to me by the conclufion of it, they have fome fcheme for a par- 
ticular accommodation, and it is what they defcribe in general terms in anfwer 
to the 2d point, viz. II ejl bien vray que des occafions s'etoient prefentees cy de- 
vant pour rendre la condition de lempcreur meilleur, &c. whatever were the par- 
ticulars that offered on thefe occaftons, that I believe is the fcheme of accommo- 
dation w'hich they will now follow, and I am confirmed in that opinion by their 
giving no anfwer to the 3d point, in which his majefty defires that the emperour 
will lett him know, if in cafe he has noe way to gett out of his prefent embarras. 

But I fhould be at the fame time difpofed to believe that he will follo'w the fcheme 
in his power, without confulting his majefty, but that, as it feems to me to relate 
to Spain, I fcarce think that queen will come to an agreement with the empe- 
rou'r, without the intervention of the king. Since what Mr. Keene has wrote of 
Patino’s new infinuations for our treating feparately with the allys, and what has 
been fayd by lord Harrington to Kinfky, I have been confidering what particu- 
lar fcheme would be beft for preferving the ballance of Europe, and in. what 
manner it may be beft brought about ; and I am. fo far from thinking that the 
maritime powers ftiould lay afide their good offices for a general pacification, 
that I look upon the keeping of agenerall negociatioh on foot, the beft means to 
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1734101737, 

1735- 


compafs privately a particular agreement, without giving room to jealoufys arid 
, fufpicions, that may embarrafs the feparate fcheme. Upon this foundation I 
rofe two. days fince early in the morning, and fcratched out in hurry the in- 
clofed paper, which you may make ufe of or not, as you think fitt. I know the 
duke of Newcaftle will never bear to think of difappointing the duke of Lorrain, 
a brother free mafon, and nothing but the publick good could put fuch a bar- 
barous thought in my head. 

Since writing what goes before, the meflenger is arrived from Hannover, and 
by a very hafty perufall of lord Harrington’s letter to his grace, I mull; own 
that I entirely agree in the project of yielding Lorrain for Tufcany, if the reft of 
the plan can be obtained on that condition ; but I don’t believe Spain will ever 
agree to it, becaufe that queen will be contented with nothing lefs thaa an arcli^ 
duchefs, or elfe a lifter of the duke of Lorrain might be given at the fame time 
to don Carlos. Mr. Robinfon’s letters are fo voluminous, that I have not had 
time to read them with care enough to form any judgment upon them, nor can 
I have time to take a copy of them before the melfenger muft continue his 
journey to England. Tour’s moft affectionately, StC/i 


Orford 

Papers. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE QUEEN. - 

Sends to the queen a propofal formed by Mr. Trevor^ of bribing Chauvelin through 
the duke of Loraine. — The cardinal defires peace. — That inclination floould be 
improved* — Cabals and intrigues at Vienna. — Perv.erfe. condudl of the emperor. 

MADAM, Hague, Augufi: i — 12, 1735. 

^LTHO’ the mail due this day from England benottyett arrived, and I have 
no particular commands from your majefty, yett I hope you will excufe this 
trouble, wrote with a view to his majefty’s fervice, altho’ I can’t tell whether it ’ 
' will anfwer that end. 

Being fully convined as I think every body is, that no fcheme can take place, 
whatever the cardiriall’s intentions may be, without the concurrence of Chau- 
velyn ; and taking no notice of what the duke of Newcaftle has wrote to lord 
Waldegrave, in order, if poflible, to gain him, I held a councill with my little 
cabinet here on this fubjeft, and my prefident, Mr. Trevor, fuggefted a thought 
that I muft own ftruck me ; and he having at my requeft putt, it into Writing, I 
have the honour to fend your majefty the infant as it was conceived, brought to 
- light, and, dreffed by himfelfe, that he may have the meritt of fo good a fcheme, 
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if it can be executed ; of which nobody can be fo good a judge as your majefty. Period VI. 
How to get the duke of Lorraine privately, and djfpofe him to undertake the 
thing without the knowledge of their Imperiall majeftys, and in what manner 1735. 
and thro’ whom he fhall break it to Chauvelyn, as well as what manner and with 
whom in England his highnefs fliall keep a fecret correfpondence in the progrefs 
of this affair, if undertalcen, are the chief difEcultys, which nobody alive can 
refolve and fettle fo well as your majefty’s great wifdom, and therefore I putt 
it and leave it in your majefty’s hands. 

It is plain that the cardinal was ftruck with the * » * * # * f refolution t HkgMci. 
of the 26th paft, that he feeks for peace, and that moment fhouldbe improved 
by all means ; I lhall not be wanting in my poor endeavours here, to doe. it. 

Monfieur Vanhoey wrote laft poll in the moft earneft terms to the penfionary, 
recommending the cardinal’s juftice, moderation, and fincere difpofttion for 
peace, in fuch a manner, that it was plain his eminence didated the letter to the 
Dutch ambalfadour, and fear fuggeftedit to the cardinal. 

I am always afraid of the aukward and perverfe condufl of the Imperiall 
court 5 there are as many cabals • and intrigues as there are minifters, which 
makes every body wonder that there never are any alterations in the miniftry j 
but the reafon is plain. They have all of them a particular fecret with the empe- 
rour, from the oldeft to the youngeft, which makes him truft nobody thoroughly, 
nor thoroughly love or hate any body. He knows all their thoughts in confi- 
dence by turns, decides himfelfe without any fettled fcheme, according to pride 
or prejudice, which makes his adminiftration fubjedt to a variety of contradic- 
tions ; and I am now apprehenfive that he will be one while for a reconcilia- 
tion with Spain, and the next moment for an accommodation with France 5 and 
-the hidden arrivall of an account from Kouli Khan having beat the Turks j of an 
irreconcileable difference between the allys in Italy, or an exprefs from count 
Ulefeldt, that thefe people are heartily diffatisfyed with the condufl: of France, 
joyned with the brave Ruffians having paffed the Palatinate ; I fay thefe inci- ■ 
dents are capable, I am afraid, of making the emperour think of nothing but a 
generall war, and to gain time, decline the acceptance of any plan of accom- 
modation ; or elfe I muft own, madam, that I fee fome profpedl of a tolerable 
peace, efpecially if the cardinal has already founded the emperour upon the plan, 
opened to lord Waldegrave. For to tell you the truth, I doe not think that either' 

France or Spain will make a peace with the emperour,, without taking the mari- 
time powers into it, in any cafe but that of his parting with the Netherlands ; 

for ' 
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for u'hicli I muft own I can fee no room at prefent. The marriage of the prin- 
ceifes of Loraine to the king of Sardinia, and don Carlos, are certainly part of 
the cardinal’s fchenie ; for this plain reafon, becaufe, unlefs don Carlos be mar- 
ryed, France may, even after 'the making of the peace, be apprehenfive of his 
having an archduchefs. I would only add my vsdlhes that the archduchefs was 
contraded to the eledoral prince of Bavaria ; I realy think the cardinall would 
not, althd’ I believe Chaiivelyn would be againft it. But this addition, by pro- 
curing the confent of the Bavarian family to the pragmatick fandion, would 
crown the whole work with the profped of a lafting peace. The common 
news here is, that the prince of Wales will certainly be marryed on his majefty’s 
birth day. 

Propofal to bribe Chawvelin by means of the duke of Lorraine, 

' * Afterwards By Robert Trevor fecretary to liorace Walpole. Inclofed in the preceding 

■vifcount 1 rtftpi- 

Hampden. . * 

Orford gINCE of all the feveral expedients which the prefent circumftances of things 
admitt of, for reftoring the peace of -Europe, that of an accommodation be- 
Mojlfecretand tween the emperour and France, in concert with and under the acceffion and 
, particular, of the maritime powers, upon the foot of their plan of pacification, 

with the alteration of transferring the family of Lorrain, upon the death of the 
prefent great duke, into Tufcany, and annexing their ancient patrimony to the 
crown of France, has, in the opinion of all the Idng’s fei vants, been judged the 
mofl; eligible ; and fmce the cardinal has of late very pofitively declared to lord 
Waldegrave his inclination to put an end to the prefent war upon thefe condi- 
tions, even in contradidion to the allies of France ; it feems highly prudent 
and neceffary to ufe all poffible means to improve, without lofs of time, this dif- 
pofition in the cardinal for the advantage of the publick. 

Experience has fufEciently fhewn, that nobody is capable of doing fo good 
' or fo bad fervices in an affair of this nature as his eminency’s colleague. There 
is. likewife good reafon to furmife, that this gentleman is determined in his con- 
dud more by private than publick motives ; and as his afcendant over the car- 
dinal has hitherto been found irrefiftible, there can be no rational hopes of a 
pacification, unlefs this miniffer can be fecure of finding his own advantage as 
much in a quiett, as it is certain he does in the prefent embarralfed and violent 
itate of affairs. - 



But 
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But at the fame time his aveifion to the Englifli miitifters, and his knowledge Period VI. 
of their no lefs averfion to him, will fcarce ever fuffer him to liften to any pecu- 
niary overtures, however tempting, from their quarter ; as a ftep of this nature 1735. 
niuft degrade him fo low in their opinion, and put him fo entirely into their 
power. Or Ihould his avarice and felf-intereftednefs get the better of his pride 
and fears, he will ftill fell himfelf proportionably dear .to the relufliance he mull 
neceffarily have to expofe his weaknefs to thofe whona he hates and fears. 

But fuppofing a pacification upon the foot above mentioned to have been 
(as it is not improbable) fecretly concerted between the emperour and the car- 
dinal ; or fuppofing the Imperial court, on being founded upon it by his majefty, 
fhould have come into it, as may be expected from what Mr. Robinfon has 
written of late, there may then be found another canal, which feems more na- 
tural and more likely to fucceed, and that at lefs expence, for coming at mon- 
fieur Chauvelin, and fecuring his good offices in this affair ; namely, that of 
the duke of Lorrain, who ffiould employ fome proper perfon, in whom he can 
place an entire confidence, to take a fuitable opportunity to mention this plan 
to monfieur Chauvelin, as what his highnefs had fome reafon to think was then 
or might foon be in agitation, and as what, in his opinion, would put an end to 
the prefent troubles of Europe, in a manner very honourable and advantageous ■ 
to France ; would prevent the coalidon of the houfe of Auftria with that of 
Spain, which the emperor’s diftrefs, from the fuperiority of his enemies and 
fupinenefs of his allies, would otherwife render inevitable ; and as what would 
Gonfequently be fo agreeable to his highnefs’s wifhes and intereft, not to men- 
tion the immediate advantage of this exchange, that the duke would think he 
could never fufficiently exprefs his gratitude to the man who ffiould be the 
chief inftrument in bringing it about j conjuring the garde des f5eaux to an. 
abfolute fecrecy upon this confidential declaration of his highnefs’s difpofitions 
and defires, to which no man living was privy but himfelf, it being abfolutely 
neceffary for that prince to diffemble them to the emperor and to England, in 
order, by making a meritt of facrificing his paternal eftates to the exigency of 
the times, and their convenience, to lay thofe powers under the ftronger obli- 
gations, the one to give him his daughter, the other their friendfliip and gua- 
ranty. That indeed the duke’s affairs were not at prefent in fo flourilliing a. 
condition as to enable him to exprefs his gratitude in a manner fuitable to his . 
fenfe of fuch an obligation, all at once, without having recourfe to, fuch expe--- 
dients as might raife fpeculations in the emperor and the world j but that, if 
the garde des f^eaux would promife to concurr, and perfed (which he was- 

the 
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the oni}’' perfon capable of doing) this projedted accommodation in favour of 
the duke of Lorrain, he had been verbally authorifed and commanded to pro* 
mife, on the part of his highnefs, and under the tye of an impenetrable fecrecy, 
(of which his mailer’s perfonal honour and interell were the guarantees,) a 
yearly acknowledgement to monlieur Chauvelin, for the kind part he lhall have 
acled in this affair, ca- to any other perfon to be named by him, of 100,000 
crowns for four years confecutive from the fignature of the faid treat-y between 
the emperor, France, and the maritime powers. And that moreover, if mon- 
fie'ur Chauvelin imagined that the marriages of the princefles, of Lorrain to the 
kings of Naples and Sardinia might be a means to facilitate the concurrence of 
the allies of France to this plan, his highnefs would ufe his utmoll credit with 
the emperor to obtain his permiffion to difpofe of his fillers to thofe princes. 

Upon this foot, perhaps, the vanity of being addrelfed to as the effedlive mini- 
ller of France* the meritt and popularity of procuring an acquilition to that 
kingdom, and of preventing the aggrandifement of the houfe of Spain to too 
great a degree, after having confiderably weakened that of Aullria by its? 
ceflions in Italy, joined to die rilk monfieur Chauvelin may run from thwart- 
ing too far and too barefacedly the cardinal’s bent for peace or from the fufpi- 
cions which his refufal of fo conliderable a natiorrai advantage as the acquifition 
of the dutchy of Lorrain might give '(perhaps not unjullly) of his being under 
fome undue influence from the court of Spain ; or laftly, iirom the events of a 
general war, together with a perfuafion of the fecret being fafe in the breall of 
the duke of Lorrain, who has fo apparent an interell to conceal it, efpecially 
from the courts of Vienna and London, (a point eflentially neceffary to be incul- 
cated,-) and whofe precarious fituation during the emperor’s life will always 
oblige him to manage the court of France ; not to mention the charms of the 
offer itfelf ; may prevail upon a miniller of the Garde des S 9 eaux’s principles to 
unite, by. accepting .this propofal, his own interell with diat of his country and 
all Europe. . ^ 

How to break this rnatter to the duke of Lorrain, and how to difpofe and 
prepare his highnefs to aft this rd/e without the privity of the Imperial court, 
(who are by no means fitt depofitaries of a fecret of this important and delicate 
nature,) feem the principal diflSculties in this projeft. However, may not the 
firll be removed by the means of lord Waldegrave’s and monlieur Stainville’s 
refidence and intimacy at Paris ? Or may there not be proper canals (which 
feems the moll delirable method) of laying this thought direftly before the duke 
©f Lorraini who, if he approves it, Ihould take fome unfufpefted way 

of 
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of inftrudlng, either by word of mouth or in his own hand-writing, and that 
without lofs of time, monfieur Stainville to proceed, as is above fett forth ; 
without letting that gentleman, in this cafe, into the whole confidence with re- 
fpedl: to the fecret concert between his highnefs and the king. And as to the 
latter, may not the immenfe intereft which the duke of Lorrain has to fee this 
fcheme brought to its perfeftion ; his knowledge of their Imperial majefties 
having it no lefs at heart; joined to the moral fecurity on one fide of this ftep’s 
never being difcovered on the part of monfieur Chauvelin, and a juft confidence 
in the difcretion of his majefty’s fervants on the other, get the better,, in this 
inftance, of that prince’s fcrupulous attachment and entire devotion to the em- 
peror, and determine his highnefs to ferve himfelf, their Imperial majefties, and 
all Europe, by the means fuggefted and furnilhed to him by the king’s generons 
■'concern for the publick ? 

The means of reimburfing, or rather advancing to his highnefs the fum he 
fliall engage for on this occafion, without giving Chauvelin any fufpicion of the 
concert, feem too obvious to need any explanation, as well as too important 
to the peace of mankind and the fafety of his majefty’s dominions to be 
neglefted. 

Might it not likewife be of fervice to inftrufl lord Waldegrave to make, as 
near the fame time as poffible, fome vague infinuations of the fame nature (fuf- 
ficiently diverfifying the confideration and the conditions) to monfieur Chauve- 
lin, or to fome proper creature of his ; taking care, however, to do this in fo 
grofs a manner as to fecure his not being clofed with ? Would not this feint 
attack ferve to fortify the Garde des S 9 eaux in the belief of England not 
being in, or at all acquainted with the offers made him by the duke of Lorrain? 
and might not this minifter, after his vanity had been indulged in making a 
parade of his integrity to his majefty, give more readily, and with greater fecu- 
rity, into the temptation from another quarter, which he may look upon as too 
inconfiderable to grow prefumptuous upon this fecret, and as too much inte- 
refted in it, to reveal it ? 
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THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE- 


■Confidentlal converfation with the cardinal on the fuhjedt of a general pacif cation— ^ 
And on the reciprocal acij^uifitions of the belligerent powers. 


MY LORD, Paris, Auguft 2, N. S. 1735* 

J Shall only at prefent return your grace my moft humble thanks for the ho- 
nour of your feveral letters of the i8th paft, O. S. which I received laft 
VOL. in. PART III. ' MM nigbt 
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Bight by Raddon the meffenger, for I have not time to anfwer the feveral mat- 
ters contained in them. 

I am to give your grace an account of a very long and confidential converfa- 
tion I had this morning with the cardinal at Iffy. It began upon a refolution he 
fhewed me of the States General of the 26th paft, by which they defire a clearer 
anfwer from the allies, than that given them by monfieiir de Fenelon on the 20th 
pail of the fame month. The cardinal pretended to be mightily furprifed at it, and 
not to have expedled fuch a return for what, he thought, would have given great 
fatisfadfion ; though in the fequel of his converfation he owned, that monfieur de 
Fenelon had been fo picqued at the refolution taken that day by the States, that 
he would not explain to the affembly, though much preffed to it, fome paffages 
which, without explaining, might put the maritime powers under greater diffi- 
culties than were intended, with refped to the guaranty. The cardinal fpoke 
In general as to thofe explanations, faying they related only to Poland ; upon 
which I obferved to him, that it would have been much more to the purpofe to 
have worded the anfwer in fuch a manner as to make any verbal explications 
needlefs, fince, in negotiations of this kind, the letter of what was given in 
writing was to be flood to. 

I then expofed to his eminency, in the moft lively colours I was able, the ca- 
lamities he was drawing upon all Europe by his prefent way of proceeding. I 
reprefented to him in the moft friendly and confidential manner, that, for my own 
part, I would, as long as it was poffible for me, give the beft conftrudlion to any 
thing I thought he had a hand in ; that I did not doubt of his own difpofition 
for reftoring peace to Europe, but hitherto I could fee nothing but ruin 
and deftruflion from the flufluating meafures of this court ; beginnifig negocia- 
ations, and dropping them as foon as there is the leaft appearance of their comiag 
to perfedion, afld fubftituting new projeds in their place, which any one might 
be fure would come to nothing. He defended himfelf but flightly, and owned at 
length, that he did not exped much good from the congrefs, or the fufpenfion of 
arms he had propofed. I then preffed him home to fay how peace could be re- 
ftbred ; and finding him pretty willing to hear any thing I had to fay to him, I 
aflced him fome plain queftions : firft. Whether he would let the emperor have 
a footing, in Italy or not ? At this he paufed, and looking earneftly at me, he 
. faid, Ne me trahijfes vous point ? I affuf ed him it was not my intention. Well 
'then, fays he, “ I will unbofom myfelf to you : the emperor fhall have a footing 
** in Italy, I think it right he fhould ; for to keep a balance there, it is neceffary 
** that fome body , of weight fhould be between the king of Sardinia and don 
“ Carlos in fine, he allotted Mantua, a great fhare of the Milanefe, and fome 

other 
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other parts which he was not determined upon, to the emperor, and, by his Period 'VI. 
manner of talking, Parma and Placentia ; but he apprehended he fhould have a ,’‘734^0^737- 
good deal of difficulty to make the queen of Spain yield up her native country 1735. 
to the emperor. 

As for Tufcany-, he faid, the emperor could not have it. This brought on, as 
I expeded, the exchange of it againft Lorraine j on which fubjefl: I gave him 
fome encouragement. He immediately cleared up his countenance, and owned 
it was the only thing could fatisfy the French nation ; that for Poland he cared 
but little, it was only the point of honour made him infift upon it ; but that if 
a real advantage was offered to France, in his fituation he could not refufe it. 

He faid he could not propofe the exchange, after the declarations that had been 
made on his part ; but Lorraine was what he wiffied for, and to have the ex- 
change propofed to him. As to the king of Sardinia, he was of opinion he de- 
ferved fomething more than was allotted to him by our plan, and he thought the 
places on the coaft of Tufcany, lately taken by the Spaniards, ought to be given 
to don Carlos, with Naples and Sicily. 

I then afked him who was to propofe this plan ? He gave me to underftand 
that nobody but his majefty could do it, and that if ever it was to be executed, it 
muft be in confequence of a private agreement between England and France for 
that purpofe. I afked him next. Whether, if that was to be the cafe, he would 
leave his allies, if they did not approve of it ? After a ff elh paufe, and repeating 
twice, Ne me trahijfes vous pas ? he faid that fuch a peace being eftablifhed on a 
foundation of juftice and reafon, fince due care was taken of them, he would 
abandon them if they did not comply. 

Your grace fees by this the cardinal’s prefent projedt ; France to have Lor- 
raine ; the houfe of Lorraine to have Tufcany ; the emperor, Mantua, Milan, and 
a great part of the Milanefe ; France difpofed to give his Imperial majefty 
Parma and Placentia, but apprehenfive of the queen of Spain’s npt confenting to 
it ; France to guaranty the pragmatick fanffion don Carlos to have Naples 
and Sicily, and the towns heretofore poffeffed by the emperor on the coaft of 
Tufcany j the king of Sardinia, befides the Toitonefe, Novarefe, and Vige- 
vanafcd, to have fome farther fhare in the Milanefe, but what, the cardinal 
could not directly fay : the execution of this plan to be privately concerted be- 
tween his majefty and the French king. 

The experience we have of the cardinal’s irrefolution, gives little hopes that 
he.will abide by this projedl, if it fhould meet with oppofition from the Garde 
des S^eaux. I cannot fay (confidering the prefent pofture of affairs) that I 

M 2 ^ could 
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Period VI. could hope fora better plan. In what manner it may be propofed, if it is 
»734toi737- Jilted, muft be fubmitted'to their majefties. The fecrecy enjoyned by the cardi- 

1735 . nal, leaves it to his honour to allow or difavow what I write ; and if this plan 

ihould be to their majefties* liking, it can be propofed, but as coming direQily from 
us. All thefe matters will be more maturely confidered by your grace and his 
jnajefty’s other minifters than I can pretend to do. . 

I muft not omit acquainting your grace that, in talking of Mantua, the cardi- 
nal laid, he did not know what to make of the king of Sardinia ; that he offered 
his troops for attacking that place, and was ready likewife to go and meet the Im- 
periahfts, fliould they think of returning into Italy next autumn, but would 
not lend a fingle piece of cannon for the reduflion of that city. 

As to.the elector of Bavaria, the cardinal feemed to approve his condufl, in 
confenting to the paffage of the Mufcovites, as a thing be could not help, and 

which was befides agreeable to the conftitutions of the empire. His eminence 

added, with ftrong affeverations, that all the engagements France had with Ba- 
Taria were purely defenfive, and fubjefl to that eleftor’s conforming himfelf in 
every refpedt to the conftitutions of the empire. 

As to the Portuguefe affair, I obferved to the cardinal, that there was a great 
difference between what Mr. Keene wrote, and what his eminency had told me. 
The cardinal in anfwer faid, that till Portugal had accepted the joint mediation of 
England and France, Spain could not ; but when the former confented, the 
latter would immediately follow the example. I did not care to tell the cardinal 
direftly, how forward that bufmefs was in Portugal, but only, that I believed it 
would be foon agreed to» 
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Meets Bt^y at Yerjailks^ unth whom he ejiahlijhes a fecret intercourfe.— Secret 
negotiation between France and the emperor^ 

MY LOR]>, Paris, Auguft 2, N. S. 1735.. 

j(^EETING lately at Verfailles with in fuch a manner that he 

could not avoid me, he began with making excufes for not being in a 
condition of paying fome money I lent him when I was at Vienna. I compli- 
mented him, as being a trifle, and that I had more at his fervice if he wanted 
it ; and turned the difcourfe upon the affairs of the times. Upon his faying I 
knew more of them than he did, I gave him a hint, that if I knew what he did, 
it would be of great fervice to me in my prefent ftate. Our converfation broke 
off by perfons joining us. At parting, in a whifper, I told him I wiflied he 
~ ■ would 
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would let me fee him, and inform me now and then with the things he could, Period VI. 
and he might depend upon my fecrecy and gratitude. Yefterday he came to ,'‘734-to i737 
me, and told me he had, made a difcovery, which not being of his department, 1735- 
he could venture to reveal to me ; for fecrets that were trufled to him direftly 
he would not for all the world difcover them. The information was, that this 
court had fent privately monfieur de la Beaume to Vienna, as he fuppofed, to 
fee what France could do with the emperor. I got no more out of him then. 

He recommended inftantly that he Ihould not be named in the ufe I made of 
this intelligence. The apprehenfion he feemed to be in left any body Ihould 
obferve him fpeaking to me, would not allow us to talk farther ; but we are to 
meet by appointment next Friday night at the Thuilleries, where I wilf endea- 
vour to fix fome money upon him ; which, if he takes, I hope will anfwer ex- 
peftation. I will not fail to give your grace an account of what pafles there. 

The information I had in your moft private letter of the 1 7 th of June made 
me think it abfolutely neceflary to fend your grace this account, imperfed as it 
is, and muft deferr to my next what farther lights I can gett of this affair. I 
can hardly imagine this man would have come thus to me but for money, 
which makes me hope well of it. Your grace knows the ftate he is in from 
profufenefs. If he is fincere, one may come at great difcoveries ; but there 
may be a trick at the bottom alfo. Perhaps the Garde des S 9 eaux may have 
fent him on this errand to alarm us ; perhaps alfo the cardinal may have made 
a fecret to the Garde des S^eaux of fending to Vienna ; but till 1 have feen 
{^BuffyJ again I can form no judgement ; tho’ from the contents of my letter 
that goes herewith I can hardly fufped the cardinal can have fo many engines 
in the fire at once. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Hopes that the fqtiadron fent to Portugal will not return until the difpute with 

Spain is fettled. * 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, Auguft 5—16, 1735* 

J Was favoured this evening with your letter of the ift, O. S. I fhall fay noe 
more upon the Bavarian queftion; the reafons for that meafure flow’d in upon 
me more ftrongly the more I confider’d it. 

I defire you will take notice of what I fay in my difpatch of this day, relating 
to the joynt mediation for preventing hoftilitys between Spain and Portugal. I 
mentioned that matter very fully once before, but I doe not find that my no- 
tions are yett followed j and I am apprehenfive that our fleet may be order’d 
home without that joynt mediation being accepted on both fides,^ which will 

leave 
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leave room for the committing of hoftilitys at a time when the feafon of afiion 
between Spain and Portugall fhall begin ; and if that mediation Tvas accepted, 
perhaps our fleet might -return home without any objefiion from Portugall. 
For my part, I think this a matter of foe much importance, that in order to 
procure the acceptance of that mediation on both fides, I don’t know whether 
it may- not be proper to have it infinuated indireftly to Spain (not diredfly from 
England as a condition) that when the mediation fhall have been accepted, and 
all danger of hoftilitys removed, the fleet will be ordered home. Perhaps this 
is going too far, but it is a matter worth confidering ; fo that care be taken not 
to difoblige the king of Portugall, nor to allarm the Englifli merchants ; for the 
fending of the fleet has been a very fortunate and popular thing in England, 
and it muft not be recalled as long as there is the leaft appearance of danger to 
Portugall from Spain, or off the Brafil fleet. 

Endorfed in Horace "Walpole’s hand-writing, Thoughts on the prefent Jtate of 
chairs, in fir Robert Walpole’s of Auguft 21ft, 1735. — This and the follow- 
ing Paper appear to have been drawn up by fir Robert Walpole, as the dates 
and fome corrections are in his hand-writing. 

Aug. 15 — 25, 1735. By the laft letters from "Vienna it appears that Mr, 
Robinfon had founded the feveral minifters of the court of Vienna, in. regard 
both to the propofition of a feparate negotiation between the emperour and 
France, by the exchange of Loraine, and Tufcany, &c. and with regard to a 
feparate negotiation between the emperour and Spain, upon the foot of a mar- 
riage between don Carlos and the fecond archduchefs. And by his report it ap- 
pears that the firft fcheme was rellfh’d much the moft of the two, tho’ attended 
with difficulties and objections, which, if not remov’d, will render the whole 
ineffectual ; and that the fecond was either wholly rejected, or received with 
filence and without an anfwer. 

But as Mr. Robinfon’s converfations were grounded upon his own motion, 
and without any authority, they were received as fuch j and the Imperial mini- 
fters declin’d entering upon either, until he was authorized to fpeak. But the 
conclufion of all the conferences turned almoft upon this fingle point, whether 
his majefly wou’d pofitively promife ' and engage from this time to fuccour the 
emperor, at all events, in cafe the emgprour fhould be induc’d to enter into 
any or either of the fchemes, and they fhould prove unfuccefsfull, and this 
attended with ftrong declarations that, without fuch aii aflurance, .the emperour 
wou’d take care of himfelf exclufively of the maritime powers ; and it muft be 
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obferved that there is great reafon to believe that fome fecret overtures have Period '' 
pafled between the courts of France and Vienna^ with fecret inftruflions for ^^734 to i 
that purpofe. 173 5 

It will be unneceffary for his majefty immediately to determine what orders 
fhall be given on this demand of the Imperial court ; for, as Mr. Robinfon has 
fince received his majefty’s orders to fpeak directly to the emperor upon both 
of the two propofitions, it will be proper to wait for the anfwer that {hall be 
given to either or both of them, now propofed in form, before his majefty 
needs fpeak to the general demand, which has not yet been made to him in 
form j but it is before his majefty, as th^ conclufion which Mr. Robinfon draws 
from the feveral conferences which he has held with the minifters of the em- 
perour. . 

And when this queftion comes to be coftlidered, it will be neceflary that the true 
ftate of the cafe between the king and the emperour fhall be previoufly explained, 
for all the reafoning of the Imperial minifters is founded upon a fuppofition that 
all the fchemes that are fuggefted by his majefty to extricate the emperour out 
of his prefent and very preffing diftreffes, tended equally or more to the imme- 
diate fervice and benefit of his majefty than of the emperour, and in confc- 
quence that the emperour’s entering into them would be fuch an obligation 
upon his majefty, as demanded, in return, an affurance from the king that he 
would engage in the war at all events, upon the failure of fuccefs in any 
attempt that fhould be made to procure a feparate or general pacification. His 
majefty is to be confidered as the beft and nearefl ally the emperour has, en- 
gag’d by intereft, inclination, and defenfive alliances to fupport the emperour 
as far as it is poffible and pradicable, and confequentially deeply concerned in 
the events of the prefent war. His majefty, in conjundtion with the States Gene- 
rali, has been labouring to find out all probable means of putting an end to the 
prefent troubles ; and his majefty’s regard to the emperour, in all- his proceed- 
ings, has been fo great, that it has render’d him fo far fufpedted by all the 
allies, that his partiality to the emperour is the chief obftrudtion in all the other 
courts, that has made his majefty lefs able to ferve the emperour by his good 
offices^ . 

At the prefent conjundure, the plan of pacification being laid afide, to which 
the emperour himfelf is daily making infinite objedions, intimations have been 
given to his majefty from the courts of France and of Spain, pointing at a fepa- 
rate negociation to be carried on by the means of his majefty with the Imperial 
court j his majefty, by his minifter at Vienna, communicates, in the utmoft con- 
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fidence, thefe intimations to the emperour, lays them before him, in the moft 
friendly manner, for his confideration, and even option, as to which fliall be 
firft proceeded upon, fuggefts them as what carried a greater appearance and 
probability of fuccefs than any other method that does at prefent appear, and 
offers to the emperour his affiftance to endeavour to bring that about that lhall 
be moft agreeable to his Imperial majefty ; for the abfolute fuccefs he does not, 
cannot 'alffwer. What pretence then can there be for the emperour, upon the 
failure of fuivcefs, to demand of his majefty any new engagements or affurances 
for his majejiy to take a part which he has frankly declared to the emperour, in 
the prefent fifuation of affairs with regard to the Dutch, he is not in a condition 
at prefent to give the emperour any reafon to hope for ? 

The inference from all this is, that the emperour fhou’d be convinc’d hoW 
unjuft and imreafonable it is to rejedt any method that fhall be offer’d of ferv- 
ing himfelf, unlefs the king will make fuch pofitive declarations as the prefent 
circumftances will not permit ; and what a greater injuftice it will ftill be, for 
the emperour to endeavour to make his own peace, at the expence of his beft 
friends, becaufe they cannot immediately do all that he wiflies, although they 
have demonftrated to all the world that they are defirous of doing all they can. 
But there is one point fuggefted in Mr. Robinfon’s private letter which deferves 
the greateft confideration, I mean the intimation of his majefty’s advancing 
to the emperour a fumm of money, that might enable him this campaign to 
make ufe of his numerous armies in fuch manner as Ihou’d be thought moft 
advilable. I mention not what is called the eleftoral loan, which is none of our 
bufinels- 

This money to be advanced by Great Britain muft either be in a publick, or 
a private manner. If to be avowedly given to the emperor, I am afraid it 
wou’d be the fame thing, or it wou’d always be in the power of France to 
underftand it fo, as declaring war againft France, and in the confequences 
wou’d differ in nothing but doing the fame thing in the method leaft effectual 
and leaft ferviceable. 

If then it is to be done privately, and the fumm is not inconfiderable, it wou’d 
be very dangerous to iffue a fum of money out of the fupplies of the year, 
without a power given by what is cdled a vote of credit, and to come to parlia- 
ment to have it made-good, without explaining or declaring the ufes and fer- 
vices to which the money was applied j and I am afraid the difficulties upon this 
, head will, upon due confideration, appear to the moft willing mind unfur- 
mountable. 

Augull 
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Auguft 2 ift, 1735' — ^The laft refolution of the States Generali, received by 
the laft mail from Holland, deferves the greateft attention and confideration ; 
and as I cannot but be of opinion, that Mr. Walpole in the conference, when 
that refolution was delivered to him, behaved in a manner that truly deferves 
the fulleft approbation, I prefume he will be ordered, in proper time, to let the 
States know, that his majefty looks upon their condufl: upon this late occafion, 
in the fame light as has been reprefented to them by his ambalTador. 

But as a fudden and hafty concurrence with the Dutch, in fuch a ftep, may 
too much encourage the promoters of this proceeding, who difcover fo great a 
tendency and biafs to the meafures and counfells of France, and as there is a 
good foundation to doubt of the meafure itfelf, it was thought proper not to be 
precipitate in advifing the immediate fcohciirrence, altho’ upon mature delibe- 
ration it may be found advifable not wholly to rejeft the propofition, if the mif- 
‘chiefs and inconveniencies lhall. be found greater that fliall follow from fuch a 
refolution. 

It is therefore to be confidered what might be the confequences, if his majefty 
Ihould happen to joyn with the Dutch in promoting a congrefs ; or, if his ma- 
jefty Ihould be induced to- proceed upon that footing, in what manner and how 
far it might be advifeable to go. • 

It muft be admitted that the refolution of the States Generali is a very weak 
and imperfeft piece, and all the pretences that are alledged to fupport the mea- 
fure, are at beft but forced conftruftions, and the reafonings of a willing mind, 
determined to put fuch a fenfe and meaning upon the paft tranfadions, as may 
in fome manner juftifie what they feemed otherwife refolved to do. 

If therefore it fliall be thought reafonable to concurr with the Dutch in the 
meafure of a congrefs, it will not be at all neceffary to joyn with them in their 
reafonings and allegations, any farther than they fliall be thought proper. But 
his majefty may, in compliance with the Dutch, and rather than feparate from 
them at this critical conjundure, at their inftance confent to a congrefs, if it fliall 
be underftood or taken for granted, that the allies defire their anfwef may be 
taken in that fenfe, and that the' explanations given by monfieur Fenelon, in 
Holland, and the explanation given by the cardinal to lord Waldegrave 
(whofe words were taken down in wuiting in his prefence,) are likewife to 
be taken as fuch a declaration from France, as removes the objedioiis to the 
generality of the anfwer of the allies ; and in fliort, if the eftablifliing a con- 
grefs fliall be confented to at the defire of the allies and of the Dutch, it may 
make the difficulty,- in his majefty’s fefilfing to concurr, the greater. And 
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»en'od VI. what favours the opinion of his majefty’s complying, rather than rejeding. 
34101737. Q£pgj. qP ^ congrefs, is the confequences that are immediately to be ap- 
1735- prehended upon any apparent difunion or difference between his majefty and the 
States Generali. 

From that time the cardinal’s apprehenlions of a general war will vanifh ; and 
whatever influenee and effed the union between the two maritime powers have 
had upon the counfells of France, they will there ceafe ; for if the Dutch Ihould 
perfevere in this opinion, and his majefty Ihould differ from them, nobody can 
tell how far they may then think it neceflary to feek for their own immediate 
fafety, by having recourfe to a ftrider alliance with France ; and how hopelefs 
foever any expedation of maldng the Dutch ad or fpeak with vigour may, have 
hitherto been. Yet our endeavours have hitherto had fo much effed, that they 
have conftantly alarmed France, and all the favourable indications in the court of 
France, that have been feen from time to time, are truly to be imputed to no 
other caufe. But upon fuch a difunion as may now happen, we muft lay afide 
all thoughts even of a poflibility of our making the Dutch at any time fubfer-- 
vient to fuch views as may offer, of entering into the war, or of procuring either 
a generall or feparate accommodation by the joint mtervention of the maritime 
powers. 

The union between the maritime . powers has certainly given France the 
greateft uneafinefs, and the court of France has often and in many lhapes at- 
tempted to difunite them, but without effed : it feems not advifable for us to 
4 p that ralhly for them, which they have not been able to do themfelves. 

It muft be admitted that the intelligencies from all quarters demonftrate the 
diftrufts, jealoufies, and uneafineffes, that fubfift among the allies themfelves ; and 
as it is as little to., be doubted but they begin to be fo fenfible of the weight and 
hurthen of the war, that they are all looking out for peace, if it can be procured 
upon their own terms, without regard to one another 55 fuch a fituation muft 
. in all probability open new fcenes, that may turn to the favour and advantage 
of the emperor ; and upon fuch an incident, if the harmony between, the marir 
time powers is kept up, the weight of the Dutch muft be thrown into the fcale 
of the emperour, which otherwife may incline him to the other fide, 

Thefe forts of reafonings feem to make it advifable not to differ with the 
Dutch upon this point,, if they infill 5 hut as this refolution of the States goes 
no farther than to be communicated ta his majefty for his concurrence, without 
which they declare they will do nothing, if it be thought neceffaryj Mrv Walr 
pole may be ordered to expoftulate with them, to fee if they can be prevailed 
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^pon to defift or recede in part, or in the whole, with proper inftrudions to 
him to modifie his majefty’s concurrence, if it is at laft to be given, in fuch a 
manner as may remove the objeSions that arife from the form of the refolu- 
tion, fuch as may be diftaftefull to the emperour, or fuch as may not be proper 
for his majefty to concurr in. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Coolnefs between the cardinal and Chau-veUn. — Their endeavours to inipofe upon 

each other. ’ 

Paris, Auguft 16, 1735. In the courfe of my converfation my friend * told me 
there had been of late a confiderable coldnefs between the cardinal and his ad- 
jund ; his eminency having of late difcovered feveral of the other’s pradices 
to make himfelf mafter of all the foreign minifters, and confequently of the 
negociationSj by the fecret correfpondence he has with the minifters. In one 
wojjdj the charader he, gives of both is fliort. I/s font tous deux desfripons, qui ne 
cherchent qu’a fe jouer Vun d autre j therefore neither of them can be trufted or 
depended upon. An inftance he gave me of their playing on each other was 
Jannel’s negociation. Jannel informed the Garde des Speaux of it, the day after 
the cardinal firft fpoke to him of it ; yet the Garde des Speaux kept this to bim- 
felf for above two months, being fure that Jannel would not go beyond his, 
monfieur Chauvelin’s, inftrudions. 

In fine, my friend’s notions are, that we lhall never be at quiet, but by en- 
gaging the emperor to give his fecond daughter to don Carlos 5 and then Spain 
and the emperor will bring thefe people to reafon, and we may take which fide 
we pleafe. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Necejfarp if pojfible to gain Chauvelin — And to arrange the conditions with him. 

MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, September S-r-ip, 1735. 

J Am now to return you thanks for your moft private and particular letter ; 

the fubjed of it is, as you may imagine, the greateft fecret ; and all your 
letters upon it go % thro’ no hands but my own, aird fuch as are neceffarily en- 
trufted, and therefore I am fure I need not caution you about it ; and I defire 
for the future all your anfwers may be in your hand, and that you would conti- 
nue to write on your letters, to be opened by niyfelf. The prefent circumftances 
make it abfolutely neceffary, ifpoffible, to gain 201 *5 for by his means, in that 
■ ' ■ N N 2 cafe. 
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cafe, we might hope that we fliould be admitted into the fecret negotiation, 
which is now fo far advanced, and that it fliould not be concluded to our pre- 
judice, or without us j this therefore mufl; be the condition, if things go on. 
The queen would, have you immediately open yourfelf, either to 201 himfelf, 
or to the perfon whom you think would be intruded with any thing of this. 
Idnd. You will be. beft able to judge in what manner you fliould break it j 
but if you find him inclined and difpofed effedtually to give his afliftance to 
prevent the conclufion of any fecret negotiation to our prejudice, (which may 
be to be apprehended from the behaviour of the court of Vienna, if not imme- 
diately prevented,) you may then afiure him that, upon that condition, he may 
depend upon fuch marks of the Ring’s acknowledgment and favour, as you and 
he fliall agree upon. And as affairs of this kind are not to be treated by letter, 
you have diredtions, in cafe you find a difpofition in him, to write hither im-. 
mediately fiir leave to come to England for a week upon your private af- 
fairs, and that you fhall then return fully authorifed to perform and ratifie what 
fliall be fettled between you j and it is her majefty’s pleafure that, if you fee any 
probable hopes of fuccefs, you fliould immediately take the pretence of your 
private affairs to afk leave to come to England for a few days, and you fliall 
then return fully informed of the king’s pleafure, and enabled to do what bft 
proper and neceflary. This is the time when that perfon is moil w:anted, and 
therefore this opportunity is not to be Dipt. You fee I write in my oWfl hand 
for greater caution, tho’ not for greater eafe either to ' youffelf ' or rie. I- 
ajn,&c. 
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Cardinal Fleury fecretly oppofes cr thwarts the Jiege of Mantua. — His jealoufy of 

Spain. 

MY LORD, Parlsj Sept. 2i(l, N. S. 

■J Went yefterday, as ufiial, to Verfailles. The cardinal and the Garde des 
S^eaux were both very inquifitive, and, I thought, uneafy to know how their 
plan had beenreliflied in England. Itold them, as it had undoubtedly been fent 
to Hanover, they mufl; be patient for a few days longer, before they could know 
his majefly’s fentiments upon it. However, confidering the prefent fituation of 
affairs, I thought it rather bell to give them hopes, providi^d they did not create 
new difficulties, and fuch as they themfelves mufl; be fenfible of, by the motions 
of their army in Italy. I imagined alfo, that by talking to them in this manner,, 
we might be more likely to difcover their real infentiong. ,1 therefore eijcou- 

raged 
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raged them to hope that, in the grofs, it might ferve as a foundation lot reftorltg Period VI. 
peace to Europe. So far I went with the French ininifters, and in return they 
both fpoke in the following manner, whether by concert oi;no, I can’t diredly ' t735. 
fay ; but, upon the whole, the cardinal and the Garde des S^-eaux held tlie farne; 
language,' tho’ I faw them feparately. 

The cardinal exprelfed the greateft uneafmefs at the apprehenfions he was 
under about the liege of Mantua. He had, he faid, gone as great lengths, as he 
was able, to delay it, without abfolutely declaring he would not let it be under- 
taken, and Ihewing the world he had fome private negociation in hand, which 
would be but to the prejudice of Spain, whofe diligence on this occafion had been 
beyond example, and hardly to. be imagined. He was, therefore, now ^t a non- 
plus, and forced to follow the Spanilh general’s impetuofity, whatever the confe- 
quencea were to be. He told me, in confidence, that he had confented and en- 
couraged the troops of the allies entering into the Venetian ftate, purely to, be 
doing fomething that might retard the fiege, in hopes of having an excufe from 
the weather, or ficknefs of his foldiers, to oppofe that undertaking, fince the fall 
of fo important a place into the hands of the Spaniards would defeat all his 
fchemes, and render their catholick inajellies intradable. He added farther, 
that there was no poffibility (according to his way of thinking) of putting an 
end to the war in a fafe and honourable way, but by following his propofal, 
which he feared might become every day lefs pradicable, from the variations that 
might happen in Italy ; he therefore, after the ftrongeft profeffions of the fin- 
cerity of his intentions, concluded with afferting, that, if his majefty would 
come into his manner of thinking, and would agred to fign a private agreement 
for that end, no time was to be loft ; and that, if once we had both figned, 

England mufl immediately engage the emperor to confent to an armiftice in 
Jiatu quo, which would not only fave Mantua, but put it in the power of the 
contrading parties to do for his Imperial majefty all that fliould be ftipulated. 
between them in his favour. He therefore delirecl of me to fend this day, 
without lofs of time, a meffenger to England to reprefent his diftrefs, and prefs 
not only the coming into his fcheme, but alfo to procure the emperor’s imme- 
diate confent to an armiftice in Jiaiu quo, grounded on the affurances we 
Ihould be able to give his Imperial majefty, (if we were determined to come in- , 
to the cardinal’s meafures,) that he would get more by confenting to an imme- 
diate fufpenfion of arms, than he could exped In fonie years, if the war was to 
continue, and even we declare for him.. 


I need 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


VI. I need not trouble your grace with numbers of other arguments the cardinal 
made ufe of to fupport his opinion, tending to fhew the ill Rate the emperor is 
j. in, the expence we muft be at to extricate him out of his prefent difficulties, and 
the time it muft take to difpoftefs the allies of their conquefts in Italy. He pro- 
tefted, in the moft foleinn manner, that he would do all that in him lay, to pre- 
Tent any ftep that might either render the pacification imprafticable, or raife 
new difficulties to the execution of his plan ; but at the fame time he faid he 
could not do any thing that would expofe him to make a ridiculous figure in 
the world, or give jealoufies to his allies of his prefent views. 

The Garde des Sgeaux fpolce in general to the fame purpofe ; but as to parti- 
culars, was more ready to feek for expedients to avoid the inconveniencies ap- 
prehended by the cardinal. He feemed, neverthelefs, full as fearfull of the fiege 
of Mantua, from the accidents which now and then oblige the ftrongeft place 
to furrender unexpeftedly. He faid he had thought of expedients, and made 
ufe of fome to delay the fiege ; fuch as keeping their troops, for the fake of 
fubfiftence, in the Venetian territories, till he knew the king’s fentiments upon 
the plan^ adding, that if we were once agreed, he could make their troops re- 
tire, as if it were at the inftances of the Venetians, and bring them for fubfiftence 
into the Milanefe, fince there would be none in the Mantuan. He would how- 
ever own to me in confidence, and upon the opinion he has, that his majefty 
would come into his plan, that he is erefting magazines in the Milanefe, either 
to maintain his army, or to be in a condition of fending troops to the Mantuan^ 
If the fiege is to be undertaken. ' 

This he faid in an amicable manner, without the leaft view of intimidating j 
but added, at the lame time, that this was our only opportunity to put ah 
' end to the war, by agreeing to the plan, and by our prevailing with the emperor 
to agree immediately to an armijike pure et Jimple, which monfieur Chauvelin 
made no queftion of the emperor’s coming into, upon our promifing him what 
is ftipulated for him by our private negociations, and which could not fail taking 
effeft, fince nobody would be in a condition to oppofe it. He went upon the 
footing of his projeft, and the method of executing it in the following maimer, 
faying, when we and France had figned our private convention, the Dutch, 
without doubt, would readily acceed, and he would anfwer for the king of Sar- 
dinia.' Then, lays he, let the worft that can happen, the emperor and Spain may 
be angry, the emperor can’t help himfelf, and I know fo well the condition oJ 
ihe finances of Spain, , that flid cannot allift him. A congrefs muft meet ; th< 
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plenipotentiarys of the four powers will have private inflrudlions, conformable Period VI. 
to what will be fettled here. If it be thought neceflary, they may, at firft, feem 
to wrangle, but will at laft agree upon what is llipulated between their refpeftive i735* 

mailers. No other way will be allowed of to fettle peace, and the clamours of the 
Spanilh or Imperial minillers will not hinder the main bufinefs being concluded. 

He repeated here, in a friendly way, what he had faid laft to me, with regard to the 
load the emperor would be to us, if we took his part but he faid he would not 
take any advantage of it to diftrefs the houfe of Auftria. That it was neceflary, 
for the, honour of France, to get fome compenfation for the expences Ihe had 
been at, purely out of a point of honour. That if we now agreed upon the 
terms for accommodating matters, we Ihould. find him as ready as we, and in- 
clined to concert every thing in- the- bell manner for our reciprocal honour and 
lafety. This I muft add, that monfieur Chauvelin feemed fo earneft and fo fin- 
cere in all he faid, that it would be hard upon him to think he meant, at the 
time he fpoke, to deceive me. 

I muft obferve to your grace, that in all the cardinal and Garde des Sgeaux 
laid to me of our fecret negociation, they carried along with them a fuppofition 
of our having already confulted the emperor about it. They neither of them 
pretended to blame fuch a ftep, provided we were not too foft in our expref- 
fi'ons, which would, in their opinion, make the Auftrian minillers lefs traftable -j 
for, they faid', we might depend upon it, that if we fpoke firmly the emperor 
would be realbnable, and not otherwife; They both look upon the emperor’s pre- 
fent condition to be as low as poflible, and that it is for want of money and 
credit that he can undertake nothing. They mentioned count Konigfeck’s not 
returmng to Italy, and Prince Eugene’s going back to Vienna, as evident marks 
of his diftrels. 

Upon the whole, it appears to me, that as fmoothly as their affairs feem to 
run, this court is very uneafy at fomething or other ; what that is I can’t fay. 

The reafons given me by monfieur Chauvelin of the emperor’s and Spain’s want- 
ing money, and therefore not in a condition to prevent the execution of his 
plan, ought to be equally fo againft his fearing their joining at prefent but 
they are not fure of us, and that made him apprehenfive. He talked, to me off 
monfieur de Montemar as of a madman, but who had done more to forward: 
the fiege of Mantua than could have been imagined that he had already, car- 
ried fifty pieces of cannon over hills between Leghorn and Bologna, , where: 
heretofore poft-chaifes could fcarce travel. He added, quite in confidence,., (I 
fuppofe not to difcourage me,) that he had ftili a fetch to retard the fiege of 

Mantua*. 
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Period VI. Mantua. The cardinal told me on the fame head, that fhould the fiege be 
^734t°i737- adually begun, and the armiftice agreed upon, notwithftanding the oppofition 
1735. he knew he fliould meet with from the Spaniards, the neceffary provifions for 
the daily fubfiftence of the garrifon during the armiftice Ihould be allowed to 
be carried into the place. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE I>UKE OF NEWCASTLE., 

The cardinal and Chauvelin p^tively deny that a negotiation was on foot with the 

emperor. 
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MY LORD, Paris, September 28th, N. S. 1735. 

"Y" OUR grace having already had, by my letter of the 24th inftant, an ac- 
count of the arrival of Carrington the meflenger with your difpatches of 
the 8th, O. S., and of the converfations I had with Pecquet on their contents, 
I am now to inform your grace with the conferences I had yefterday at Ver- 
failles with the cardinal de Fleury and monfieur Chauvelin, in confequence of 
her majefty’s orders. 

I began my difcourfe to the cardinal with telling him, that tho’ I had talked 
with great freedom to monfieur Pecquet, yet there were fome things I did not 
think fit to mention to him, my orders tying me in fome meafure down to im- 
part them to his eminency and monfieur Chauvelin only, as they related to 
private information his majefty had of their negociating at Vienna. I affured 
his eminency, I could give no account how thofe informations came to his ma- 
jefty ; tho’ I thought it not amifs to give him to underftand that I could hardly 
believe they were founded after all that had pafled between his eminency, mon- 
fieur Chauvelin, and me : yet I put him in mind of his having dropt in difcourfe 
that he offered more by us than the emperor could expefr, and that the know- 
ledge he had of it came from count Sinzendorff, which might leave me fome 
room to think the court of Vienna had been founded. But I could affure him, 
with great truth, that the orders I had from his majefty could not be grounded 
upon that hint, fince we could have no anfwer from Hanover to what I then 
wrote, and which, perhaps, if received, might have made the prefent eclaircijfe- 
■ment unnecefl'ai'y. However, as what I had to fay upon that fubjeft niuft give 
■his-eminency and monfieur Chauvelin the ftrongeft proof of his ’majefty’s con- 
fidence in them, and of his fincere defire to contribute towards a pacification, 
I would let them know his majefty’s fentiments, upon the fuppofition they had 
teen, or were actually treating with the emperor. 

I then 
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I then run thro’ the contents of that part of your grace’s letter relating Etr Period VI. 
that point, and acquainted the cardinal that the king had been for fome time ,^734toi737‘ 
informed of the fecret tranfaffions carrying on between this court and that of 1735 . 
Vienna ; and that, as his majefty had no other view but to bring about a peace 
confiftent with the equilibre of Europe, his majefty was fo far from oppoling 
any negociation of that kind, that he would be glad to facilitate it, provided 
the terms of it appeared confiftent with the faid equilibre and the intereft of his 
fubjeds ; and therefore, in order to be able to promote the fuccefs of that ne- 
gociation, his majefty hoped they would rnake no difficulty to acquaint me in 
confidence with the conditions on which they are now treating at Vienna, which 
his majefty fuppofed to be pretty much the fame as thofe contained in his emi- 
nency’s plan. 

The cardinal, in anfwer, faid he was mighty glad to fee the confidence the 
king repofed in him, and the defire that appeared in his majefty to put an end 
to the .prefent troubles. He denied pofitively any private negociation being 
now- on foot with the emperor, and offered to take his oath of it, if I required 
it. I could not however help obferving in myfelf, tha.t he avoided faying any 
thing as to time paft, which feemed to me a fort of conceffion that he had ne- 
gociated, but that his negociation had been unfuccefsfull. I faw likewife, as I 
thought, an aukwardnefs in his looks not ofual to him. He afced me a fecond 
time, w'hether I would have him take an oath to fatisfy me he was not negociat- 
ing, but I told him his word was fufficient. He gave a turn to our fufpicions 
as if they were raifed by the Imperial minifters, to engage us, by fuch infinua- 
tions, to declare for the emperor. He added, that the manner in which he had 
opened himfelf to the king was an evidence that he would rather have peace by 
the means of, and jointly with his majefty, than by any other method whatfo- 
ever : that he was too much bent upon engaging England in his way of think- 
ing, to try any other power. He protefted folemnly, that if he had meant to 
treat elfewhere, he never would have gone into meafures to the prejudice of 
England : that, whatever fome people might imagine, he wilhed to live well 
with England, and defined nothing more than to live in amity with his majefty. 

He fpoke a good deal more to this purpofe, infinuating, that a mutual confi- 
dence was neceffary ; and he would have inferred, from our fufpicion of him, 
that we were not f© much in earneft to bring about an accommodation as he was* 

At length, to ftiew me ftill farther, that he had no private negociaticaiL on 
foot at Vienna, he bid me obferve how they harraffed the empe'ror every where, 
feizing, even in theVeinetian ftate, all that belonged to him. But as to Mantua, he 
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Perkid VI. faid he was at leaf! as much in pain about it as the emperor himfelf, fince if 
1734101757. taken, it would be very difficult to get him any part of Italy; for 

1735. fuch arrangements mull follow amongft the allies as would render it very diffi- 
cult for the emperor, let him be never fo well affifted, ever to get a footing 
again in that country. As a proof of the obftrudlions he put to the fiege of 
Mantua, he told me, in confidence, that he had writ a letter in his own hand 
to the duke de Noailles yefterday was fe’nnight, to avoid coming near Mantua 
as long as he could, and to feek as many pretences as could poffibly be alledged 
to count Monteraar for not undertaking the fiege : at laft, if he was drove to 
a nonplus, he was to tell the Spanilh general, that he mull write to court for 
orders, without which he was not to ftir. This, he faid, would occafion a de- 
lay of near three weeks, by which time the feafon of the year and other unfore- 
feen acadents might make the undertaking unadvifeahle. At the fanje time, 
the cardinal fpoke with an appearance of great concern for the bad condition 
the place was in, thro* want and ficknefs, which very poffibly might oblige the 
goyernour to furrender without the formalitys of a liege. His eminency ar.. 
gued from this topick upon the neceffity of our coming into his meafures,. and 
that without delay, as the only means to fave that important place, and to.fecure 
a good ffiare in Italy to the emperor.. 

I then proceeded to the re£le£Mons her majefty has made upon the cardinal’s 
plan, and I let him know that the queen had been extremely glad to fee fo good 
a difpofition in his eminency to come to an accommodation with the emperor. 
His plan, I faid, was gone to his majefty at Hanover, wherefore he could not 
yet expeft an anfwer ; however, her majefty upon perufmg it had made fome 
obfervations which, I was perfuaded, would be of weight vidth his eminency, 
fince they were the dilates of the ftrifteft; juftice arid of the ftrongeft reafon.,, 

I here made ufe-of all the arguments fuggefted in your grace’s letter, to ffiew 
how convenient it would be to all parties to engage the emperor, firice his Im- 
perial majefty alone could influence the duke of Lorraine,, without whofe con- 
fent the plan propofed by the cardinal could bear in no fliape. I-ffiewed. the 
immediate advantage France was to have by placing Staniflaus in Lorraine ; and 
I obferved that this was contrary to their repeated declarations. His falvo for 
departing from thofe declarations was the expence he had been at fince that 
time. He urged likewife, that their honour required it, and that the emperor 
, could hardly pay too dear for his pragmatick fan^ion. ’ 

He feemed inflexible as to yrhat is allotted to the king of Sardinia by his plan. 
The Tortonefe was, be faid, of fittle value to the emperor j and Tortona was 

abfolutely 
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abrolutely neceffary for the king of Sardinia. That king was not to be dif- Period VI. 
obliged by France ; and times were altered fince he faid that the pacification 
fliould not be ftayed for the king of Sardinia. He did not deny having faid it, 1735. 
but he urged that he had not then the fame obligations to that prince as he now 
has. That as it is, it will be very hard upon the king of Sardinia, to oblige 
him to relinquifh to the emperor the greateft part of the Milanefe, confidering 
it was guaran,tied to him by France in the ftrongefl; terms. As to the Langhes, 
which I fpoke of as a great equivalent to the Tortonefe, thofe he faid had been 
of no value to the emperor, the produce of the country depending on contin- 
gencies, which never went into his Imperial majefty’s coffers, but were em- 
bezzled in the cifHces ; whereas, by the king of Sardinia’s management, it would 
be an advantage to him, and an inconfiderable difference to the emperor. 

After faying all your grace had ordered me relating to the ftati di prejidil, I 
could get no fatisfatfion from the cardinal. He defended himfelf upon the 
trouble we fhould have to engage don Carlos, or tlae court of Spain, to be eafy 
even with this addition. 

As to the paffage in your grace’s letter relating to the duke of Lpraine’s not 
being obliged, if he comes to be emperor, to yield Tufcany to his younger bro- 
ther, leafl by that means he might not only lofe Lorraine, but Tufcany alfo, 
he feemed to think arrangements might be made to remedy that contingency j; 
and faid, that he would come into any meafures to obviate fuch a cafe. This, 
your grace will obferve, is the only point in his whole plan in which the cardinal 
feemed to yield ; and'the reafon of it is very clear, from its being the equivalent 
for what France is to have, which otherwife might hereafter become precarious. 

Upon the whole, he had recourfe to the impradlicability of concluding any 
thing, if meer impoflibilities were to be fended * againft. He talked much of « So in the 
his bonne foy, and of his readinefs to concur in reafonable things when once he original., 
fliould be fure of his majefly’s. I afked him how he could imagine the king 
would engage for the performance of matters that did not depend on him. He 
infinuated, that every body would become reafonable, if England and France 
fpoke the fame language. In fliort, he feemed fo determined, that I did not 
think it worth my while to propofe any expedients, which could come but from, 
myfelf, till I have the king’s orders, and then I may let him know what the 
king will come into, and what not. For whilft he has this check of Mantua . 
upon the emperor, (which for all his boafts may not fall into the hands of the 
allies this feafon,) I don’t imagine he will recede in the lead from any part of 

0 Q 2 his 
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Period VI. his plan, excepting fome modification as to the fettlement of Tufcany in th^ 
1734^0* 737 - houfe of Lorraine. 

1734. Before I leave his emineiicy, I mtift not omit acquainting your grace that he 
Ihew’d great uneafinefs when I told him I did not think the king would leave 
Hanover fo foon as was expefled ; and. I endeavoured to raife his fears of the 
eonfequences of the ^king’s flaying there, if, thro’ the unreafonablenefs of his 
demands, the hopes of peace fhould be fet afide. 

I talked to monfieur Chauvelin much as I had done to the cardinal, and had 
pretty near the fame anfwers from both. Chauvelin feemed more in hafte to 
have us agree with him. He denied point blank that there was any truth in 
our notions of his treating feparately at Vienna. The chief reafon he gave to 
prove the contrary was his own eagernefs for a month pad; to conclude with us % 

, and he faid he was ready to fign that moment the private convention, if I was 
fiifficiently authorifed. The notion of his treating at Vienna, he told me, was 
framed in Holland : the penfionary had mentioned it to monfieur de Fenelon, 
but that, for his part, he wilhed as the cardinal did, to make peace thro* his 
majefty’s means, and our coming into his plan was the only method. That, in 
an affair of this nature, "being over nice would fpoil all. He earneftly begg’d 
to be put out of his prefent pain, which, he faid, would continue whilfl there 
■was apoflibility of Mantua’s falling into the hands of the Spaniards by our de- 
lay. He faid he would give me proof of his veracity at this juncture ; he had 
jufl; received by a courier letters from monfieur de Noailles of the sad, by which 
lie faw the bad fituation of that place beyond all doubt: the ficknefs was fo 
great in the town, that the Jews were obliged to guard feveral polls. After a, 
good many folid reafons to Ihew him the difficultys that muff naturally oceurr 
to the acceptance of his plan, in the manner it was given us, I fuppofed, for a 
moment, its being agreed to by his majefty. I afked him how he propofed to 
have it executed ? By offices, he faid, to be ufed at firfl: ; and by the joint 
forces of the allies, if offices did not prevail. Talked him, if he would attack 
Leghorn, Parma, and Placentia, &c. if the Spaniards would not evacuate them ? 
His anfwer was, he would do it if neceffary; but he could not fuppofe it would 
ever come to that. Upon the difference between the prefent and the former, 
plan with relation to the king of Sardinia, he faid, the emperor had a footing 
at that time in Italy, but had none now. That the Spaniards look’d upon 
Mantua now as their own ; and the king of Sardinia expefted what had been 
promis’d him by treaty Ihould be made good. That it was true, his Sardinian 
. - majefty. 
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majefty, to be quit of fo troublefome a neighbour as the Spaniard, would un- Period VL 
doubtedly relinquilh fomething ; but he was not in fo bad a ftate as to give up 
all, neither was France in a condition to force him. Thefe arguments he made 1735* 
ufe of, rather to convince me of the reafonablenefs of his own iafifting for addi- 
tions being made to the king of Sardinia, than to give him an opportunity of 
arguing him out of it. 

In the inftance I gave of the variations in the prefent plan from the cardi- 
nal’s firft propofal of the reverfion of Lorrain to France, only after the grand 
duke’s death, he did not mean to difown the cardinal’s having faid it, but he 
had not ; letting me plainly underhand, that nothing would hold for which he 
did not engage. 

•Monlieur Chauvelin came very readily into making the duke of Lorrain eafy 
upon the contingency of the eldeft archduchefs dying without children j ir», 
which cafe, he faid, it was but juft that Tufcany fliould go, as Lorrain would 
have done. Here he commended his own juftice, and protefted we iliould ever 
find him reafonable. But, upon my making ufe of the opportunity -to fliew him 
feveral other points of this plan that were as unreafonable as that he had juft 
given up, he differ’d with me in opinion, and call’d them trifles, which, upon 
a ferious confideration and a/incere defire of putting aftop to the prefent war, 
could admit of no difpute. 

Upon the whole, I fee no poffibility of engaging tfiefe people to make any 
material alterations in their plan, till they know how far his majefty will concurr 
with them for the execution of what both courts may come into. I think they 
will recede in fome points, tho’ Chauvelin fays not. It is certain that the car- 
dinal’s chief view is to prevent the king’s taking a fhare in the war. He is not 
alfo without his fears, left part of the Imperial army fhould make its way into 
the Low Countries, which might occafion a great change in their prefent pro- 
jects, and for that reafon he preffes fo much coming to a conclufion. I muft 
not omit acquainting your grace with a pretty extraordinary matter the cardinal- 
let fall, relating to the congrefs, whenever it is to be held. - Ifpoke as by chance 
of monfieur de Fenelon’s extravagant pretenfions of precedency over the mini- 
fters, as a point, if infifted upon, that would Ihew all that had paffed hitherto,, 
or fhould hereafter pafs, to forward a congrefs, would be but mere amufement. 

It was therefore neceffary to agree to a pele mele amongft minifters of equal 
rank. The cardinal faid that he underftood it fo, that at a future congrefs the 
fame forms fhould be ufed as at Soiffons, Utrecht, and Cambray ; but that he 
would tell me, in confidence, the congrefs fhould not be at the Hague.. I afked 

- hins; 
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him why, and where then he propofed it fhould be ? The place, he faid, he had 
not fixed upon ; it was a point muft be concerted ; but that it could not be at 
the Hague, for the Dutch themfelves did, not defire it fhould be there. This 
being the fubftance of my converfations with both the French minifters, I have 
nothing to add, but that I am, &c. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

Weak proceeding of the emperor's minifters in thinking that the Englijb nation 
would force the Walpoles to fupport the war, 

DEAR SIR, Hague, Oflober i, 1735. 

T Have been favoured with your letter of the 17th, but have little to trouble 
you with from hence, things being here at a fland in expectation of what 
may be fayd farther from the refpedtive minifters of Vienna and Paris, for re- 
moving the difficulty s that obftrufl: the conclufion of the' armiftice. I muft 
otim I am extreamly furprifed and concerned that count Uhlfeldt has received 
no orders on that head, in confequence of what had been fayd to him in an 
amicable manner for that purpofe. I find the Imperiall court is refolved tp re- 
ceive no advice from thofe who will not or cannot give them fuccours ; but me- 
thinks for their own fakes, if they had no immediate fcheme for keeping foot 
in Italy, and for preventing the fiege of Mantua, they fhould have laid hold of the 
only means for that purpofe which offered, and that is to endeavour to obtain 
an armiftice ; and perhaps it may not yet be too late, if they would feek it 
without infifting upon terms that can never be obtained, and which are not 
agreeable to the fenfe of the word bafis^ as contained and mentioned in our 
plan. For I muft tell you here that, while the Imperial minifters declare that 
they have agreed to every thing propofed to them by the maritime powers, the 
manner in which they explain themfelves at the fame time upon the armiftice, 
makes a great many people differ with them as to that pretended complaifance. 
Let that be as it will, furely the .fiege of Mantug. fhould be prevented, and the only 
way to do it is an armiftice. 

I have learnt from very good hands, that the Imperiall court has taken a re- 
folution to hearken to nothing that fhall be advifed from England, and even to 
lett things continue upon the fame foot they are, whatever may be the confe- 
quence, untill our parliament fhall meet, in hopes that the Englifh nation is fo 

alarmed with the fucceftes of the houfe of Bourbon, that the W -les will be 

obliged to declare publickly in favour of the emperour, or to refign their places. 

This 
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This is the old game of the bifhop of Namur, and a certain way of thinking that Period Vi; 
prevailed then among fome of the minifters at Vienna, and will have the fame 
end. Companion upon the emperor’s circumftances ought and fliall with me 1735. 
get the better of refentment and retaliation. But if his Imperial majefty’s fer- 
vants would, inftead of flattering themfelves with the hopes of great advantages 
from little, idle, favourable circumftances, that now and then occurr, have taken 
the proper hints that have been fo often fuggefted to them, and have fett them- 
felves honeftly at work to extricate their mafter out of his unfortunate fituation, 
in the belt manner they could, they would have done him much better fervice 
than all their elaborate papers and little cabals and intrigues will be ever able to 
doe. I will take upon me to fay that I have taken the trueft method to doe the 
emperour more fervice, than all his minifters together j and if I have not had 
the fuccefs I defired,and even expefted, it is chiefly owing to the notions enter- 
tained here from the condudt of fome of the emperour ’s minifters, (whether 
true or falfe I will not pretend to determin,) that nothing would fatisfye that 
court but the maritime powers going diredly into a, war. 


THE EARL. OF WALDE.GRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Cardinal owns the negotiation with the emperor, • 

MY LORD, Fontainebleau, O£lober 26th, 1735. N. S. 

^T^HE moment after I had difpatched Raddon, laft Saturday, to your grace Walpole 

from Paris, I returned hither ; and the next day, between one and two 
in the afternoon. Bill the melTenger brought me the honour of your grace’s Moji fscret. 
difpatches of the yth. I had been with the Garde des S^eaux in the morning, 
before Bill' arrived, to talk to him about the commediation, which point was 
fdon fettled in'a very good-humoured way. But when he found I had nothing 
new relating to his plan, and that, in difcourfe, I did not encourage him to 
hope that the king would alter his mind as to the obfervations I had made 
upon it by his majefty’S order, he grew excellive tefty, and muttered as if all 
treating with us was at an end ; which I minded the lefs, as 1 was perfuaded it 
proceeded more from the difagreeabl'e fituation he found himfelf in, by his 
negociation with the emperor, than from any intention of abfolutely conclud- 
ing without us. I told him calmly, that as long as he would ihfift upon im- 
poflibilities, he muft not expeft his majefty’s concurrence ; but that according 
to the cardinal’s defire, to which he had not objeded, I reckoned the king had. 
fent orders to Mr. Robinfon. to feel the pulfe. of the Imperial court j and that 
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enod VI. if the emperor had a mind to give all that Is defired, provided the king did 
34-t oi737| think it would aftect the equilibre, I did not imagine his majefty u^ould 
*735- oppofe it; but that the emperor’s confent was abfolutely necefiary to the 
execution of their plan with eafe ; that the cardinal and he had been fenfible 
of it four days before, and I could not underftand why he now feemed to be 
of a different opinion. As I afterwards gave him fome hopes of my hearing 
from your grace, he came a little to himfelf again, but did not fay the leaft 
word tending to own his negociation at Vienna ; and thus I left him. 

I went from monlieur Chauvelin’s to the cardinal, but as he was then, very 
‘bufy, he fent to defire my company to dinner, after which we fhould talk 
together. Juft as I was returning to the cardinal’s. Bill the meffenger arrived. 
I read over the difpatches in a hurry, to fee whether they contained any thing 
to require my fpeaking immediately to the French minifters ; but finding 
nothing new, and that the orders your grace had fent me were left in a great 
meafure to my difcretion, I refolved to try how far the cardinal would carry 
his diffimulation, without, however, expofing ourfelves to the rilk of being left 
out of the negociation, or, by feeming too defirous to be in it, make them 
think we lliould look upon it as a favour, when, on the contrary, I don’t 
doubt but they will defire it as one of us. 

I found the cardinal, after dinner, very uneafy, which I eafily accounted for 
from the knowledge I had by your grace’s difpatches, joined to what I knew 
from other, parts, of the uneafinefs he could not but be in, with refpefl: to us, 
as well as to the emperor. . . 

Thus refted the matter till this morning ; for all the day yeftefday the 
cardinal was fo taken up on account of the exprelfes that they received in the 
night from the army, that none of the foreign minifters could fee him; and 
this morning I faw him but an inftant. The fum of what he faid to me, was 
owning a private tranfadHoh between this court and the emperor, tho’ he 
would not fay how, or by whom it was carried on, upon which he made the 
following declaration : That it had never been his intention, in this affair, to do 
any thing but what would be agreeable to his majefty ; that he had declared at 
Vienna, that his. majefty muft be a party to whatever fhould be agreed on ; 
and he added, that nothing fhould be agreed upon without his majefty’s 
knowledge ; and that, if the negociations at Vienna went on, all relating 
thereto fhould be communicated to us. ' The Garde des S9eaux came in as he 
tvas finifhing this declaration, and his eminency repeated the fame in monfieur 
Chauvelin’s prefence; adding, that for this twelvemonth paft, he had con- 
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ftandy told me, that he defired nothing more than to a£t in concert with his 
majefty, by which means we could both be fure of maintaining a juft equi- 
librium in Europe. 

As I don’t fuppofe I fliall find a leifure hour this day or two to talTc more 
fully to the French minifters, I would not delay one moment fending your 
grace this advice, which I hope to be able to clear up better by the next 
opportunity. 

I mull not omit acquainting your grace, that monfieur Chauvelin, in a very 
fcort converfation I had with him, affured me I fhould knpw all in a veiy few 
days. He gave me a hint, that the tendency of their private tranfaftion at 
Vienna was, to form- a quadruple alliance between his majefty, the emperor, 
the French king, and the Dutch. I encouraged, in general, fuch a projedt, aS 
what would moft probably fecure a lafting peace in Europe ; but he had not 
then time to explain himfelf any further. He infifted on my not mentioning 
this to the cardinal, nor to any body living, till we had again conferred 
together. 

I (hall not trouble your grace, at prefent, with any obfervations on what 
I received from you, or on what goes herewith, not to detain my meflenger. 
All that I can add is, that I will endeavour to execute, the belt I can, the- 
orders your grace has fent me, and in the manner prefcribed. 


THE DUKE or NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDE GRAVE. 
Sir Robert Walpole will fee hhn in the evening. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


Chelfea, 2 o’clock, Sunday noon. 


\VHEN I came hither, I found fir Robert had a particular party ad; 

dinner, upon fome bufinefs, and tliat it would be inconvenient for 
you to be here. Sir Robert comes in the evening to London, and defires you 
will leave word at your houfe where he may fend to you to come to him. 
Nobody is to be at fir Robert’s with you but myfelf ; you may imagine he 
wants fome very private difcourfe with you. I can affure you, you will find 
him much your friend and fervant. I hope you don’t doubt my being fo. I 
.am glad to hear you are gott fafe to England, and am fincerely your’s. 


VOL. III. PART UJ. 




THEi 


Period VI; 
i734toi737'' 

^735- 


Walclegravc 

Papei-s* 


Private* 



^ 29 ^ 

PmodVL 

i734toi737. 



^ 735 ^ 


Waldegrave 

Papers* 

Private and 
particular. 


Queen* 


Walpole 

Papers. 

Secret* 


memoirs of sir ROBERT WALPOLE. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Expectations from his viftt to Cbauvelin. 

Mi' DEAR LORD, Whitehall, Oftober 3— 14, 1733. 

T Have Httle to fay in anfwer to your private and particular letter. We are in 
great expectation from your vilit at Gros Bois ; we look upon it as a fort 
of aflignation, and therefore hope for great things from it. Sir Robert 
Walpole is very much obliged to 201 for the kind things he faid of him; he 
may depend upon a return from fir Robert to all his civilities that he feall 
flrew. Things look well at Vienna, and I hope to hear they do fo att Paris. I 
did not myfelfread Tom Pelham’s letter to Stone ; the tells me he talks of 
2 oi ; you fliould not have faid any thing to him upon it, and if you have, he 
fliould have been more difcreet than to have mentioned it in an office letter : 
pray give him a caution for the future. Remember my cook and my wine. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Sufpects that France has come to an engagement with Spain and Sardinia, and to 
pujh the Jiege of Mantua. — Reafons on the condnCl ayid views of France, and 
propofes terms to be laid before the cardinal. — Hints at the jealoufy of the duke 
of Newcajile. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, Ot^ober 4, 1735. 

a long and hafty letter, upon a curfory perufall of lord Waldegrave^s 
letter of the 21 part, N. S. I acquainted her majefty with my apprehenfions 
of the reafons ufed by the French minifters to his lordfhip for prefling the 
immediate fignature of an agreement upon the terms of their own plan, and 
for our inducing the emperour to agree to an arraiflke pure and fimple. I 
muft own to you, that a more ferious perufall of that difpatch has not altered 
my opinion, and I Hill fear, that the French find that they cannot come to an 
agreement with the emperour on their own plan ; that they have brought the 
kings of Sardinia and Spain to a good underftanding and agreement about the 
difpofition of the conquefts in Italy ; that they have refolved together upon the 
fiege and taking of Mantua ; that they are laying in for an excufe in taking 
thofe fteps, while they are in a fecret negotiation with the emperour and us, 
by attributing to them the perverfenefs of the Imperiall court in not being 
reafonable, and to our backwardnefs in not figning a convention with them, 
which being, as they will pretend, very reafonable, they could not be hire of 
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us; and what confirms me in this opinion is, that every reafon made life of Period VL 
by them to fhow they had hitherto delayed the fiege, proves quite the con- 
trary; and that they have done all that was neceffary towards advancing and 1735- 
facilitating the fiege before the great artillery was arrived. 

This complaifance towards Spain may^ perhaps, be weaknefs in the cardi- 
nal!, but I am perfuaded it is real and ferious in Chauvelyn ; and you will 
find, by the late letters from Mr. Keene, that Spain, who had been fo long fo 
uneafy at the condufl; of France, feems at prefent extremely eafy, and per- 
fuaded of their being able to take Mantua, which they could not be without 
the afliftance of France and Sardinia. And altho’ the acceptance of our medi- 
ation for accommodating the differences with Portugall is, abftraftedly, a very 
good thing, yett I heartily wifh it may not have been by Spain a reciprocal 
condition for the befieging of Mantua. In fliort, if you will read that difpatch 
of lord Waldegrave’s with attention, ,1 believe the fame jealous reflexions wil] 
occur to you. I can affure you that both the penfionary and greffier, to 
whom I have communicated it feparately, made the fame remarks immediately 
upon it ; that they apprehend hitherto nothing but amufement from France ; 
and that this earneftnefs to fign with us fuch imperfeX propofalls to prevent 
the fiege of Mantua, after the French minifters, by their own confefTion, have 
concurred in the preparatory fteps to make that .fiege eafy, and to deprive the 
Germans of all poflible means to fupport or relieve the town, has a very bad 
air with it. And, between you and me, I am extremely furprifed that loird 
Waldegrave did not, inftead of running fo haftily into the defires of the 
French minifters, expoftlilate with them upon their having fo long obftruXed 
the armiftice; upon their ftill, infifting upon the Jlatu quo with refpeX to 
Germany ; and of their concurring to march their troops into the Venetian 
dominions, and by that meafure deftroy the means for the fubfiftence of the 
Imperiall troops, and their return into Italy. I doe not fay this to find fault 
with his lordlhip ; he has good fenfe, and a particular addrefs to infinuate 
himfelfe into the good opinion of others ; but then his defire to pleafe and to 
be pleafed (as I have often obferved) makes him too eafy and willing to 
believe what he wilhes. His lordfliip’s laft letter of the 14—25 does not 
mend the matter ; the lending of Pecquet (which, as the duke of Newcaftle 
well obferves, was done to be informed and prepared to anfwer his lordlhip) 
was no good fign of confidence, .and of aXing roundly with us. But you will, 
before this comes to your hand, be more fully informed and enlightened upon 
this whole affair, by the converfation which his lordlhip will have had with the 
- p p 2 cardinall 
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cardiiiall and the Garde des Sgeaux, purfuant to the inftruclions fent by his 
grace the 8 th inftant; and therefore, whatever I have fayd may have beeiv 
unnecelTary ; and whatever I fhall fay may be entirely out of the way, as I am. 
at prefent in the dark ; however, I will venture a few words. 

If the negociation fliall be entirely broken off, by the French abfolutely 
denying that they have had any fecret negociation with the emperour, or by 
their infilling immediately upon our figning a convention with them, I think 
orders Ihould be fent to lord W. to reprefent how necelTary it is that 
the French lliould, in concert with the king of Sardinia, prevent the liege 
of Mantua ; that they Ihould, in order to enable his majefty to prevayl with 
the emperour to, agree to an afmilHce, confent, for that purpofe, to retire fheir 
troops out of Germany, except the ftrong places. That the French -and Sardi- 
nian troops Ihould be fo quartered and difpofed in Italy that Mantua may not 
be blocked up, but fuffered to be vidlualled by a communication, with thq 
German troops on that frontiere. That his majefty will not fayl, in conjunftion 
with the States, or by his own perfonall credit, to doe all we can to procure the 
emperour’s agreement to an armiftice ; and at the fame tinie to conciliate, by 
his interpofition, the differences which obftrudl: the conclufion of the agree- 
ment between him and France upon the terms of the peace : that the cardinall 
.may be able, without expoling himfelfe tb the fufpicion of a private negocia- 
tion, to facilitate the terms of the armiftice, and by that means fave Mantua ; 
and that if they have fuch a delicacy with refpeft to the fufpicion of Spain, in 
a point foe eafy and fo little inconvenient as this is, it can never be expedled 
that -they will have firmnefs enough to carry the convention thro’, in oppo- 
fition to Spain, were it once figned ; becaufe they muft look for an unwilling- 
nefs on the part of Spain to confent to fuch terms that even France will allow 
to be reafonable, if Ihe is fincere for a peace. That it is unreafonable for the 
cardinall to prefs our figning a convenrion for the difpofall of the dominions of 
a neutrall and innocent prince, without his confent, and his being fatisfied with 
the equivalent, and the certainty of his obtaining it, altho’ his majefty is ; and 
that the French minifters may be ftrongly convinced of it, ferioully difpofed to 
make the exchange of Lorrain with Tufcany, as a referve for StaniflaUs and 
for the honour of France, the bafis of this treaty. And, not to enlarge on this 
fubjedt, a great deal, I think, may be fayd to the cardinall to convince him of 
thejuftice of this difcourfe, with proper infinuations of the obligations he is 
under, on account of what paffed laft year, and what he himfelfe then offered 
and defired, with refpeft to the king of Sardinia, in that fecret tranfadion, to 
, ■ ' ■ make 
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make him reafonable if he be fmcere in this affair 5 (but this lafl difcourfe muff 
not be held in the prefence of Chauvelyn.) 

If the cardinall cannot be prevayled upon to facilitate the armiftice, and to 
take proper ineafures in conjunftion with Sardinia to prevent the fiege of Man- 
tua, I am afraid that his weaknefs and Chauvelyn’s dexterity, will have con- 
founded at once this negotiation. Becaufe it is very plain, by the nature of the 
French plan, and by what paffed in lord W.’s difcourfe with thofe minifters, 
according to his letter. of the 2 iff, that his eminence will not take one ffep 
towards obliging Spain to confent any otherwife than by negociation, at leaff for 
fome time. By the plan, the cardinall defires the immediate ceflion of Lorrain- 
for the reverlion of Tufcany, without faying one word of removing the Spaniffi 
forces out of the ftrong places there. He likewife defires that don Carlos Ihall 
keep the poffeffion of the places he has taken on the coaff of Tufcany, which 
is a ridiculous demand on the part of France upon any other principle, be- 
fides that his eminence does not know how to difpoffefs him ; and he has told 
lord W. that the fall of fo important a place as Mantua info the hands of the Span- 
yards ‘would defeat all his fchemesy and render their Catholick majejlys untradlable y 
which, together with what follows in fome part of his lordfhip’s difpatch, Ihows 
plainly that his eminence defigns at prefent to gain Spain by treating only. Mon- 
fieur Chauvelyn confirms this in his defeription of the method of executing the 
projeft. When, fays he, France and England lliall have figned their private 
convention, &c., the emperour and Spain may be angry, but can’t help them- 
felves ; a congrefs muff meet ; the plenipotentiarys of the four powers (viz. 
England, France, the States, and Sardinia) will have private inffrudlions con- 
formable to what fliall be fettled beforehand. All which implys the trying tO' 
bring matters to bear at firft by negotiation at a congrefs. 

I don’t make this remark with a view to oppofe this meth<^, but only ter . 
ftiew that as the cardinall will certainly decline himfelfe all mye de fait againft 
Spain, it will be hard to gett any thing ftipulated by him that may feem to re- 
quire France being employed againff that crown for the execution of it ; and ' 
confequently the mainbufinefs to be laboured at prefent is, fo prevent Mantua 
from being taken^ and to engage the French to enter into fuch meafures, in 
concert with Sardinia, as may hinder that town being befieged. And as on one 
' fide we fhould endeavour, with our utmoft application, to obtain the emperour’s 
confent to an immediate fufpenfion of arms, we fhould on the other endeavour 
' to perfwade France to make the conditions of that armiffice as eafy as poffible 
with refpe<ff to xlitfatu quo. In the mean time we fhould even labour with the 
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emperour to confent to the armiftice pure and fimple, rather than by obftL 
nately pcrfcvering in conditions not pradlicable give the Spanyards time to take 
Mantua. And indeed, confidering how far the feafon ©f the year is advanced, 
and that the carapagne in Germany is in effeft at an end, what can the empe- 
rour loofe by agreeing to a fufpenfion of arms immediately ? .Altho’ the preli- 
minarys propofed by us are not declared to be the bafis, yett there are no other 
that oblige the emperour to agree to what he lhall not think reafonable ; and 
indeed without accepting our plan, which France will never agree to accept, it 
is fimpoflible for France to declare any preliminary s before the armiftice is 
agreed to, and the congrefs opened. 

For fuppoling France to be difpofed to come into fuch terms of peace as his 
majefty would think reafonable, yett as even fuch terms, we are perfwaded, 
cannot l;e agreeable to Spain, is it poffible that France fhbuld declare her con- 
fent to them publickly before any thing is figned ? I muft own, as jealous as I 
am of France, I think fuch a thing not reafonable. Our bufmefs, therefore, is 
to reprefent to the emperour how necefl'ary it is, even upon the view of our 
ferioufly endeavouring to procure as far as is poffible fuch conditions as are now 
de{3ending in the fecret negotiations, that he fhould forthwith confent to the 
armiftice, and prevent by that means Mantua being taken ; which, if it fhould 
happen, would, for reafons that may be explained to the Imperiall court, en- 
tirely confound this negotiation, and make it impoffible to obtain a peace on 
terms now offered j and w'-e fhould at . the fame time obtain fome afl'urances, 
befides facilitys in the aft of armiftice, from France, that fhe will immediately 
fett about the proper means for flopping the fiege of that place ; we giving that 
crown the ftrongefl affurances that we will ufe our utmoft efforts, notwith- 
fhanding their coiiipliance in this refpeft, to bring about the emperour’s agree- 
ment to an armiftice, and to reconcile the differences between them relating to 
the plan propofed by the cardinall. And fhould we not be able to fucceed in that 
laft.point againft the opening of the congrefs, yett our concert might ftill fub- 
fift by the fecret inflruflions to be given to our refpedlive minifters to underftand 
one another in the courfe of the negotiation, and may at laft obtain thedeftred 
eff'efl: ; and if his majefty and France fhall have come to fuch a reafonable plan, 
as to make .the conditions reciprocal!, and the certainty of the performance 
equall, it may fo happen that the peace will be at laft concluded, and the, em- 
perour and Spain muft come into it, as not being able to help themfelves. 

But if France will not confent to an armiftice untill the plan be figned be- 
Iween his majefty and that crown upon the foot now propofed (w'hich it is 
. ’ ■ impoffible 
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impoflible can be done, confidering that the chief article depends upon the dif- Period ^ 
pofition of dominions that belong to a neutral prince, &c.) and will not imme- / ' ^ ■ 

diately agree to prevent the fiege of Mantua before an armiltice is actually iJSS- 
fixed, (for even 'Spain will endeavour to retard it,) I can’t help thinking, not- 
withftanding all the plaufible fpeeches of the cardinall and the Garde des Sceaux, 
and the readynefs of lord W. to putt his truft in them, that they have taken 
another refolution, and are determined upon having Mantua taken, and to 
lay the fault upon the emperour for not coming into the armiftice, and upon us 
for not figning an imperfeft, unequall, and precarious projefl: of peace.. And 
after Mantua lhall be taken, the French will tell us that they will furrender 
Phillipfbourg and fort Louis, and make a peace for the ceffion of Lorrain, or 
.for any other equivalent by which the honour of Stanislas may be faved, and 
France have fome compenfation for her great expences ; and that it is the em- 
perour’s bufmefs to find out that equivalent, who, as they will fay, was the 
occafion of the war. 

The fubftance of what I mean is this : i . That applications fhould be made 
to France to facilitate the means for procuring an anniftice, and to agree forth- 
with to take the proper meafures for preventing the fiege of Mantua, for which 
they may be furnilliecl with many excufes in concert with the court of Sardb, 
nia, without giving Spain any jealoufy of their negotiation. 2. That appli- 
cations fliould be made by his majefty and the States to perfuade the emperour 
to confent to an armiftice in order to fave Mantua, which would keep up the 
publick negotiation between us and the republick; and befides, Mr. Robinfon 
may be privately inftru£l:ed with fuch reafons as relating to the fecret negotiar 
tion may have an effedl upon that court. You will take notice,, by my difpatch 
of this night to the*D.. of N. that I have layd a foundation for renewing our 
inftances to the Imperiall court to agree to an armiftice. 3. Upon procuring 
this armiftice, inftrufitions fhould be fent for the minifters that are to treat toge- 
ther, under the mediation of the maritime powers, for opening their conferences ; 
in cafe the emperour and France are not come to an aftuall agreement, and the 
fecret negotiations fliould be ftill continued at Paris and Vienna for reconciling 
their refpeftive demands ; and in cafe the emperour and. France are by. our 
- interpofition come to an agreement; yet I think the cardinall will ftill iafift 
upon a publick negotiation, in order to bring Spain into it by degrees, and not 
by force, untill all other means have been tryed. 

In the mean time, I muft own that the fending of a counter projefl:, as has 
been fuggefted by lord Harrington, to lord Waldegrave by way of inftruQions 
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HORACE WALPOLE tO THOMAS ROBINSON. ' 

Is concerned that lord Harrington Jhotdd have expreffed fo much refentment againji 
the Imperial court for opening a fecret negotiation with France, 

Hague, Od. 25,. 1735. You will have feen by ijiy laft that I am extremely 
well fatisfied with -what has been done at Vienna, and with the communication, 
though imperfed, that was made to you ; and between you and me, I could 
have wilhed that my lord Harrington had forborn to exprefs fo much refent- 
ment and diflatisfadion as I find he has done againfl: the behaviour of the court 
of Vienna in his letter to you on that occafion. I muft own that, for feveral 
reafons that you give, and for others that occur to me, I think ourfelves in a 
more advantageous fituation than if we had been originally concerned, and had 
had the confidence of every ftep : fince, without our appearing either fatisfied or 
dilTatisfied, they muft come to us. For I cannot, and indeed I never could 
fee how the emperor and France could make an abfolute pacification without 
our afliftance, &c. 

PROM LORD HERVEY TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Arrival of the- king.— Uniformity of his charaEler. — Sir Robert Walpole diftin* 
guijhes himfelf in the court of the exchequer. 

DEAR SIR, St. James’s, October 31, 1735* 

in general I hate to be negleded, and fliould more particularly hate to be 
negleded by you, fo you may eafyly account for my not fending a letter 
to Holland till the king had left it, being very well allured you would either 
have put it in your pocket without reading it, or have read it without minding 
it. I know not in what temper you found his majefty on the other fide of the 
water ; but fince he came hither, we think he feems as well pleafed as if he had 
left nothing that pleafed him elfewere. He was extreamly well fatisfy’d with 
the crouds and fliouts that attended him through the city, and is fallen fince he 
came to London into all the vielleries of laft winter. If the change does not 
ftrike him at firft, I take his to be a fort of temper, and that change to be a 
fort of thing, which time might have made more eafy, had it been difagreeable 
at firft. But time and habit will, in my opinion, never make any thing lefs 
eafy or lefs agreeable to one of his regular difpofition, who, on all occafions, 
feems to think his having done a thing to-day an unanfwerable reafon for his 
doing it to-morrow. For the reft of the cdurt, it is inhabited, and moves on 
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juft as you left it. We have nothing new but the prince of Modena, and even 
he is as little regarded as if he was not new. Selkirk makes his purple nofe 
white with thrufting it into the king’s perriwig ten times a day as ufual. 

We have one minifter* that does every thing with the fame feeming eafe and 
tranquillity as if he was doing nothing : we have another! that does nothing, 
in the fame hurry and agitation as if he did every thing. We have others that 
know every thing, but underftand nothing ; and are doubly fecret from not 
comprehending moft things they are told, and not being able' to utter even tlie 
few they comprehend. Poor Grantham is in the greateft afilidion for the lofs 
of his favorite nephew ; and the duchefs of Marlborough in fo little for the lofs 
of her favorite grand -daughter, that before flie was bury’d, her grace fent to the 
duke of Bedford for all the jewels fhe had given his wife at her marriage, pre- 
tending they were only lent. 

Your brother, I believe, will be as famous in Weftminfter-hall as in the houfe 
of commons. He has lately gained immortal honour by a determination in a 
fuit between Nalh and the Eaft India company in the court of chequer. The 
barons being divided, it was his province as chancellor to make the decifion j 
and after a trial, admirably pleaded by fix of the beft council in England on 
each fide, which lafted nineteen hours, in three days, he fum’d up the whole, 
and in a fpeech of an hour and half gave his opinion and fentence with as great 
{kill, ftrength, eloquence, and clearnefs, as if he had been bred to the law, had 
prafticed no other bufynefs all his life, and had had nothing in his head but this 
caufe. There was a moft numerous attendance in the court, and the moft 
general applaufe and fatisfadion that it was poffible for countenances to beftow 
and reveal all the while he was fpeaking. I was there every day, from the be- 
ginning to the end of every hearing. 

When I began this letter I intended to talk a great deal to you upon political 
fubjefts, but am not fo unoonfionable at the end of four fides of paper as to 
launch afrefh into a topucthat probably would fill at leaft four more. I cannot, 
however, conclude, without telling you how much more material, commentators, 
as well as your humble fervant, approved of the polite letter you wrote to the 
queen, on ta kin g leave of her regency. She herfelf fayd, tho’ you thank’d 'her 
for her injirudlions and commands, that the- truth uoas fhe had during the whole 
fummer been only writing in purfuance and obedience to your’s. lam wanted 
at whifk, which will releafe you for this time from the loquacious pen (ft you 
sallow that expreffiom) of your’s, &c. ■ 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Forwards his letter for fir Robert Walpole to the kmgy.who orders it to be fent t» 

Houghton. 

MY DEAR LORD, Newcaftle Houfe, NTovember 25, 1735. " 

J Had the favour of your private letter of the ad of December, N. S. enclofing 
one to fir R. W. As I had the king’s pofitive orders to fend your letters ta 
fir R. to his majefty unopened, during fir R.’s abfence, I could not avoid 
doing it ; and his majefty returned the letter fealed, and ordered me to fend it 
to fir R. in Norfolk, which I have accordingly done. The king has not 
thought proper to fay one word to me of the contents of it. So I am, and 
lhall be, an entire ilranger to it, as you will have known by the hint I formerly 
gave you. If you have any thing to fay to me that nobody elfe fhould fee, I 
defire you would enclofe your letter to me in one to Mr. Stone, for otherwife 
it may be liable to accidents.: and I depend upon your lordlhip that you will 
burn this letter, and never own that I ever wrote one word to you upon the- 
fubjefl: to any body. You fay you have done C — y’s* bufinefs. His coming 
over here to follicite the execution, and being charged with this important 
commiflion, is no fign of it. I hope he does not, nor will not, fufpeft I ever 
wrote againft him. 

As to your requeft about the garter, I have long promifed any little intereft 
I may have to lord Elfex. Before he firft went to Turin, I promifed hina my 
intereft for the firft that Ihould be then vacant, and he had great encouragement 
given him from others. But when he was laft here laft year, he had, I believe, 
and indeed know, the king’s abfolute promife of the firft. He has been once 
putt by j but I dare fay the king will remember his promife upon this occafion. 
You know, my dear lord, how ready I am always to do you any fervice that is' 
in my power, when any thing offers that may be of real fervice to you : nobody 
is or lhall be more zealous and faithfull in acquitting myfelf in the beft manner 
I can for you.- I am fure you will not blame the freedom with which I now 
write to you. You do extreamly well ; and every body is mightily .pleafed 
with you, which is always a pleafure to mei I received a letter from Tom Pel- 
ham, about leave for Amiger. Pray, with my beft compliments to the duke of 
Kingfton, lett him know that when the fecretary. att warr comes to town next 
week, I will not fail to take the beft care I can of it. I hope we fhall fee the. 
duke this winter. Once more, burn this letter, and believe me, &c. 
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LORD HERVET TO HORACE WALPOLE, 

Rejoices at the profped: of peace between the emperor and the allies^ and congratu-^ 
lates him on being accejfory to the accommodation. — fufUfies preventive meajures^. 
and the mini/iry for not going into the war. 

DEAR SIR, St. James’s, November iS-~29,' 1735. 

pleafure you are fo kind to fay you take in hearing from me, and the 
pleafure I am fure I have in hearing from you, are two fuch prevalent rea- 
fons for my endeavouring always to quicken our correfpondence, that you can- 
not wonder at my fending you a letter conftantly the next poll after my receiv- 
ing one. But though I did not owe you a letter as your correfpondent, yet 
the great lhare you have had in what has been done lately makes me owe yom 
fo many thanks as your countryman, and fo many congratulations as your 
friend, that it would be as impoffible for me at this time to be filent, as it is for 
the queen of Spain, tho’ from a different motive ; as the moft reafonable ac- 
knowfedgements open my mouth, and the moft unreafonable refentments 
her’s. 

Illicit traders and. fmugglers will always roar and grumble when, they are not 
let to cheat as much as they wifh ; but if you fulfer them quietly, on paying 
the duty,, to enjoy what they endeavour’d to run without paying any,, and put 
them upon the foot of legal merchants, they ought, in my opinion, to think, 
themfelves well off. As to what has been done, I do not only thank the Wal- 
poles as I am an Englilhman, but acknowledg their claim to thanks is on a 
more extenlive patent, and return mine as an European. Nor do I doubt of 
the pleafure you enjoy on this occalion from your own reflexion ; for befides- 
the fatisfa£iion your vanity and pride (weakneffes which nobody is without); 
make you feel on doing a great aftion, I am fure your good-nature (a quality- 
much lefs general than thofe I mention’d before) doubles your joy, when you 
refle£t on your condufl: having been as univerfally beneficent as it muft be uni- 
verfally approv’d. What your enemys or your friends may fay upon it, (ex., 
cepting juft thofe under this roof,) I am. unable to inform you, the town- 
being empty er than ever I knew it in the dog-days. 

I conclude we lhall hear of the old ftory of a te7nporary expedient; but till ^ 
thofe political Solomons, thofe theoretic projedtors and fyftematic fchem- 
ers, will Ihew me that human nature will admit, in any part of it, of being put- 
upon fo permanent a foot, that it (hall not be liable to the accidents of change , 
and misfortune, I lhall always value expedients, I lhall be glad to eat when I 
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Period VI. am hungry, drink when I am thirfty, and deep when I am weary, without wait- 
^34toi737| jjjg foj. jfuch food, drink, and couches, as fhall prevent my ever feeling the want 
I73J’ of them for the future, or hoping to avert the revolutions and viciffitudes of 
fuch fenfations and imperfeftions as Providence has pleafed to make all man- 
kind liable to, without the example that I know of in any age or any country 
of one exception. I believe thefe gentlemen would fay I was very ungratefull, 
if I deny’d having any obligation to a phylician who had cured me of the 
fmall pox, becaufe he had not exempted me from being fubjedl after- 
ward to a fever or a pleurify : and if the body politic, like the body corporal, 
is expofed to as many difeafes in the ftate, as the other is in each individual, I 
fliall ever look upon him as my benefadlor who removes what immediately af- 
flidts me j and him as a vifionary madman, or at beft a refining coxcomb, who 
would go about to make thofe things perfed and immortal, which nature has 
made brittle and perifliable. 

Between you and I, I cannot fay when France was to be detach’d from Spain, 
or Spain from France, that I Ihould not have been more inclined to have broken 
the formidable alliance (as it was called) by the marriage that has been fo often 
fpoken of. I believe you were inclined that way too ; but if the emperor hira- 
felf, or the princes of the empire in general, (not to mention any particular 
prince whom you and I Ihould be obliged to confider more than the reft,) were 
fo averfe to this marriage, that the obftacles to the breaking the formidable alli- 
ance that way were infurmountable ; the breaking it at all was your bufinefs : 
and tho’ you could not break it the way perhaps you would, it was wife and 
prudent in you to break it the way you could. Nor do I indeed fee, that when 
you would not affift the emperor in the war, that you could with any decency 
infift, or with any efEcacy oppofe, his making peace the way he liked beft. 

The Ihort abftrad therefore of the condud of the Englifli adminiftration, I 
take to be this : A war broke out in Europe in which you judg’d it not for the 
intereft of England (if you could avoid it) to take part, knowing that England 
is always a great lofer by a war whilft it lafts, and can never be a great gainer 
when it concludes. In the next place, (as paradoxical as it may found,) I think 
it Very evident that you were of greater ufe to thofe whom, you muft have 
join’d had you gone into the war, by keeping your force in referve, unimpair’d, 
and untry’d, than you would have been in exerting it ; and that you have done 
the emperor, as well as England, much more fervice by making peace yor him, 
than you could have done by making war with Kxm . : not forgetting that you 
might, by joining him, have been left alone to finijli what he alone begun. In 
- . ' my 
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my opinion, let patriots and craftfmen fay what they will, England never made 
fo great a figure abroad, or was ever in fo flourifliing a condition at home, as 
in this reign 5 and nobody is ignorant where they owe their thanks for this 
fituation, tho’ they may be reludant, knowing where they are owed, to pay 
them. 

Tour brother is ftill in Norfolk. The duke of Newcaftle return’d yefterday. 

Thanks be to God the duke of Modena is at lafl: departed : fure that is the moft 
impenetrable piece of dignify’d dullnefs that ever any princely family produced. 

Moft of the little converfation that ufed to be extorted from him confifted of 
inarticulate founds ; like, ah! and hah! and whenever he did deviate into articu- 
lation, his words were as bare of meaning, as his noifes generally were of 
words I whilft fi fait, nonni, cela fe feuty and peut-Stre, feem’d to be all the fur- 
niture in his whole vocabulary. We have a female piece of foreign goods as 
extraordinary to the eye, as the other was to the ear ; I mean madame Loffe, 
who is taller than any of the king of Pruffia’s granadiers, and as flender as one 
of their mufquets, and not more like a may-pole in her lhape and fize than in 
her air and drefs, being at leaft as ftiff, and adorned with as many faded flowers 
and dirty ribbons. Sure flie muft have fome extraordinary occult qualitys to be 
able to have made herfelf, without beauty, miftrefs to a king, and her hufband, 
without fenfe, his firft minifter. Adieu, I am too much aftiamed of the length 
of this letter to own it by fetting ray name. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

In anfwer to his requeji for the garter, which is declined. 

MY LORD, London, December 4, I735» 

J Laid your lordlhip’s letter concerning your private requeft before his majefty, WalJegrave 

who, upon this occafion, exprefs’d a juft fenfe of your faithful fervices, and 
a difpofltion to diftinguilh your lordlhip by a mark of his grace and goodnefs Private. 
upon any proper occafion ; but I found his majefty was not at liberty to gra- 
tifie your lordlhip at this time in the manner you defire. I lhall be very glad 
to be inftrumental at any time in doing your lordlhip a pleafure, for I am with 
great truth and regard, &c. 


303- 

Period VI. 
1734101737. 

1735 - 


FROM 



304 


MEMOmS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period VL 

.i734toi737- from HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

■^735- Hints at wbat ought to be faid to the kings of Sardinia and Spain on the Jecrct 

negotiation, 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, December g, 1735. 

■Orford 'VT' OUR abfence in the country has fufpended our correfpondence at a time 
when perhaps it was more neceffary than ever, in order to bring to a good 
"l>ri-vate. iffue the profpeft of a peace, without running the hazard on one fide, by our 
conduft, of difobliging the great powers that have concerted the plan ; or of 
running ourfelves into a war on the other, while we are putting an end to the 
prefent troubles, where we have as yett taken no part but that of good offices. 

Altho’ the alteration in tbis projed from what was offered by the maritime 
powers was not fettled by the immediate intervention of his majefty and the 
States, it was underhand fuggefted by us. We were ready to tranfad on the 
fame foot ; and as it is entirely agreeable to what we propofed, it is impoffible 
but that we muff like it ; efpecially fince it is fettled by the principal powers 
engaged in the war; yett, as we had not an immediate concern in adjufting and 
agreeing to the articles, we are at liberty to ad with prudence in the part we 
may take in this great affair for our finall approbation and concurrence in it, 
•without running into new dangers and inconveniencys. 

Before his majefty and the States (or rather the penfionary) had received any 
•formall communication, and which is ftill a fecret and confidential! one, of 
•the articles, the king of Sardinia had acquainted his majefty with what had been 
imparted to Kim from France, being intirely a ftranger to the thing before, and 
defiring the king’s councill and diredion for his condud in it. The court of 
'Spain likewife, after monfieur Vaugrenant’s communication, has caufed Mr. 
Keene to be founded, in order to learn how far his majefty may have been con- 
cerned in the fecret, with .infinuations of hopes, and menaces with regard to 
our treatys of commerce, &c. with Spain, according to our condud on this 
occafion : and the lame language has in a manner been held to monfieur Van-^ 
dermeer. It was perhaps to have been wifhed that an anfwer had been re- 
turned to thefe two courts before the communication had been made by the 
Imperial and French minifters to the king and the penfionary, of what has 
been fettled, altho’ as yet pretended not to have been figned, with monfieur 
, I’Etang. But it is over ; the communication is made, and intimations given, 
3mt without any formall writing of the emperor’s and France’s defire, that hi« 
7 majefty 
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majefty and the States would concur both in the fignature and the execution of Period V 
this plan, that it may become one common work of the four powers. And 
this figning by them all joyntly is intended to be look’d upon as the only firft i735- 
conclufive a£): or treaty in this affair. 

You will have feen by my laft difpatch that the Dutch minifters here pretend 
that they cannot, by the nature of their conftitution, proceed immediately to the 
figning of fuch a convention ; and have propofed in confidence, without con- 
fulting as yet the States, two methods for their proceeding, which have been 
tranfmitted by the Imperiall and French minifters to their courts. As I have 
as yett noe advice of what has paffed between the cardinall and lord Walde* 
grave as to the method of proceeding, nor what are the inftruftions to monfieur 
Chavigny, I continue fomewhat in the dark. However, may it not be proper, 
while thefe couriers are going and returning to and from Vienna and Paris with 
die penfionary’s expedients, for his majefty to order an anfwer to be returned 
to the application of Sardinia, and the infmuations of Spain ? 

I think the anfwer to the firft is very obvious j fetting forth his majefty’s re* 
gard and friendfliip for that prince, on account of the mutual confidence that 
has fubfifted with an inviolable fecret between them almoft ever fince ' the 
troubles began, and the king is ftill defirous to improve it by all reafonable 
and practicable means. That his Sardinian majefty muft remember the nature 
of the plan propofed by the maritime powers, to which they received no anfwer, 
and from which they could not recede untill fomething elfe offer’d. That fince 
the two principall partys in the war have retouched, and in fome things varyed 
the plan, while they have made it the foundation of their work ; and that the 
variation is not at all to the difadvantage of him, the king of Sardinia ; confider- 
ing likewife how impolfible it was to bring his Sardinian majefty and the court 
of Spain to a good harmony and underftanding, and the danger he would run 
hereafter of loofmg not only his newconquefts, but fome of his own dominions, 
if the peace had been made up by a reconciliation between the emperour and 
Spain by means of a marriage, which would certainly have been the cafe if this 
fcheme with France had not taken place. His majefty, altho’ he has had noe 
fiiare in this tranfaftion, and may have reafon to complain of his not being ad- 
mitted into the fecret, cannot but, out of due regard for the king of Sardi- 
nia, his concern for putting an end to the prefent troubles, and feeing no pollible 
method of doing it on a more advantageous foot, exhort his Sardinian majefty 
to come into it, when it fliall be propofed to him ; and he may be affured of 
the king’s embracing all occafions to teftifye to hint his fincere friendlhip and 
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afFeftion, &c. and lord Effex may, without giving any thing in writing, perhaps 
be able, monlieur Oiforio being before hand prepared in a proper manner to 
write to the fame elFeft, fatisfye the court of Sardinia in this affair. 

The anfwer to be returned to the court of Spain may be ftill more difficult,: 
and, whatever it is, lefs capable of impreffion. There is indeed enough in our 
hands to fay to monfieur Patino, and convince him that his majefty’s condud> 
as a mediator, has been favourable to the views of Spain, as it has been em- 
ployed from time to time ; but there may perhaps be danger in making fuch a 
confidence; and whatever of that nature lhall be fayd, fince it has not had its 
effeft, will not perhaps gain much creditt. However, in return to monfieur 
Patino’s infinuations, Mr. Keene may not be improperly inftruded to lett that 
minifter feel, that altho’ the tranfaftion and fettling of this fcheme was without 
his majeffy’s concurrence or intervention, and that the king may have juft rea- 
fon, as well as the States, to complain that no greater notice was taken of them 
(confidering the part they had aded by good offices) during the negociation,, 
befides affuring them, when it was publick, that nothing was tranfafted either 
diredly or indiredly that could be any ways prejudicial! to them. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding this juft caufe of uneafynefs which his majefty and the States may con* 
ceive at this proceedure, when the king confiders that the plan now negociated 
at Vienna feems to be founded upon what had been propofed by the maritime 
powers, and that there is no variation that is more prejudicial! to the interefts 
of don Carlos, an^d that the two principal partys originally concern’d in the 
war have.adjufted it in this manner, it cannot be expeded that the king can 
find fault with any thing but the form of the proceeding, by which the States 
and he, having no concern in the alliances for carrying on the warr, cannot be 
much affeded, fince the thing itfelf is agreeable to their notions, and to what 
they had propofed. And therefore, if his majefty may venture his advice to their 
catholic majeftys, he thinks it would be prudent for them to agree to the paci- 
fication upon the conditions tranfaded between the Imperiall and French courts; 
the king being at the fame time defirous that the treaty s between the two courts, 
in other refpeds Ihould fubfift, and a mutual friendfhip preferved and cultivated, 
as foon as the generall peace fhall be eftabli&ed ; and generall things to this 
purpofe may be fayd by Mr. Keene without giving any thing in writing. 
If fomething like this method fhould be followed, and it Ihould not be thought 
fufficient to fend it in cypher by the ordinary poft, but by a courier, as that 
will create cftriofity in France, it may perhaps be proper to let the cardinall 
know, th^sBtonfieur Patino having talked in generall terms on occafion of this 
>- ... tranfadion 
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tranfaftion at Vienna, orders had been fent to Mr. Keene to exhort the court of 
Spain to come into the conditions fettled or negociated at Vienna. And in all 
events it may not be amifs to let France fee that our orders to Spain tend en- 
tirely to difpofe that court to accept of the pacification on the foot of the new 
projedt, in anfwer to what monfieur Patino had fayd in generall terms to Mr. 
Keene, to found our opinion upon what has paffed between the emperour and 
France ; and that by this ftep noe time can be loft in forwarding the great 
work, fince the propofalls of the penfionary about the method of proceeding 
confiftent with the nature of this government, and the opinion of the Imperiall 
and French courts upon them, afford this opportunity of returning an anfwer 
to Spain. 

As to the method of proceeding for our being concerned in this affair, there 
is noe doubt but that the French court (by what monfieur Fenelon has lett fall 
to me fince I wrote laft to England) will prefs an immediate fignature of the 
maritime powers, to make it as if it were an originall quadruple alliance, and 
the emperor will be of the fame mind; and great attention fliouldbe had not to 
difoblige thofe two powers, not knowing what time they may take, or what 
their fecret articles may be relating to the execution, in cafe they fufped our 
backwardnefs to joyn in this affair. But, on the other fide, confidering ourfelves 
as no ways concerned but by our offices, as mediators in this affair, it feems 
juft and reafonable for us, either to propofe the plan as now alter’d to Spain and 
Sardinia, or by fome other means and application to lay this plan before thofe 
powers, with our earneft inftances to them to come into it, &c. And I am 
fully perfwaded that the States will not be brought to an immediate fignature 
to become contrafbing partys to this convention, without taking joyntly with 
the king fome fuch previous ftep ; and perhaps our private acceffion without 
them,* in a cafe which certainly renders our treatys with Spain voyd without hef 
confent to this alteration in them, may prove inconvenient. And, indeed, here 
the nicety of the whole depends; to avoyd on one fide the danger andjealoufy 
of our being backward to concur in this affair for the fake of detaching Spain 
from France; and the other, the inconvenience of difobliging Spain in our going 
too faft, without obferving any meafures with that crown, into a treaty that 
gives them great offence. 

But perhaps the cautious and dilatory proceeding of this government will give 
us an opportunity and time of letting the Imperiall and French courts fee bur 
fincere and earneft defire to make this work perfedl; by our approbation and 
■concurrence in if joyntly with the States ; and at the fame time to fhew all rea- 
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fonable decency and regard for Sardinia and Spain, by endeavouring, while the 
Dutch minifters here are taking the proper meafures to difpofe the States to 
concur in it, to difpofe their Sardinian and catholick majeftys to concur in it 
too. What is certain is, that, confidering the age of the cardinall, and the 
fituation of affairs in Europe, we muil not loofe this opportunity of a pacihca- 
tion. This I write in great haft, and indeed with great uncertainty of mind, 
being not determined in my own opinion as to the manner of proceeding, for 
fear of going too flow or too faft ; but in all events lett us take care to fecure 
a confirmation of our treatys on the foot they ftood before the troubles began, 
and the guaranty of thofe with whom we fhall take part, whether the treaty 
becomes partiall or generall at firft. 

For I believe, one of the chief reafons for the flownefs of this ftate in becom- 
ing either original partys, or acceffors to new treatys, (befides their weaknefs, 
and from thence their unwillingnefs to take extenfive engagements,) is, that 
they may take care to ftipulate and confirm what regards their own immediate 
intereft and fecurity. As to my own opinion for our proceeding in this 
affair, I muft confefs I have noe particular biafs ; I would have you confult with 
thofe of good fenfe and judgment, fuch as lord chancellor * and lord Hardwick, 
befides the ufuall lords, in every ftep, for the finall conclufion of this great affair, 
as a matter of great nicety as well as importance. I am forry Chavigny is em- 
ployed, tho’ I have no other prevention againft him but the experience of his 
falfenefs, covered with the greateft fupplenefs and diflimuladon j for, believe 
me, he is indeed a man of mifchief, but not of bufmefs. I hope you will lett 
me know early your thoughts about the projefb of a Ipeech firom the throne, as- 
far as relates to foreign affairs. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

This correfpondence to be fecret. — Dejires him to. fettle with Chauvelin the fpecifc 

gratification he is to receive. 

MY LORD, December 4 — ^15, 1735. 

-^jpHE letter * that accompanies this was wrote, as your lordlhip defired, to be 
fliown to our friend } what is further neceffary to be explained is, that he 
will exert in bringing things forward to a conclufion, which can never be done 
till all the parts are fully explained. ' We know nothing how far the two courts 
have proceeded and are agreed upon the articles of the treaty ; no mention is 
made of the time or manner of execution, and by whom the feveral parts are 

ta 
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to be executed. Chavigny was particularly carefull to diftinguifli between the Period VI. 
preliminaries being figned, or being convenu Sff arretL He feemed to me to 734^0 1737- 
difcover a backwardnefs in the whole, as far as he could without reproach. 1735 * 
The communication' in Holland is Hill called fecrett and confidential, which fo 
embarraffes the Dutch from their forms of government. If all this be a 
management for Spain till they fhall hear the refult of their laft communica- 
tion, when that anfwer is come, it will be necelTary to remove thefe difficul- 
ties, that we may be able to haften to a conclufion. 

What I mention of this correfpondence being feen by the king alone, is by 
this fpecial order that you will be pleafed to make no mention of your corre- 
fpondence with me in any of your other letters. If this proceeds, and comes 
to any thing beneficial to our friend^ it is but juft that nobody Ihould know it, 
but when it is abfolutely'neceffary ; and, upon this head, I muft defire your 
advice when and in what manner that part is to be farther opened. It is 
certainly moft to be wifhed that the confideration fhould be annual, but moft 
probable that a fum down will be expefted j whether that is to be a voluntary . 
prefent from the king, or a fum to be agreed upon, you muft judge. It looks 
at prefent as if it was intended that the fervice ftiould precede the reward. 

The quantum is a very material article, but foraething far Ihort of what was 
once mentioned may reafonably fuffice. Pray turn your thoughts to thefe 
feyeral particulars, and lett me know your opinion by the firft occafion. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Secret correfpondence with Chauvelin. — Known only to the king.—Promfes in- 
violable fecrecy. — Requfis information. 

MY LORD, London, December 4 — 15, 17 3 5* 

T Plad fooner acknowledged the honour of your lordlhip’s letter of the ift Waldegravc 
inftant, N. S. but I was in the country when it came to my hands ; and 
npon my arrival in town, I learnt mbnfieur Chavigny was hourly expedled in Secret. 
town to communicate to his prajefty the plan of pacification, as now agreed 
between the courts of Vienna and Paris, which I thought might enable me to 
write more fully upon the prefent pofture of affairs. Monfieur Chavigny 
arrived in London on Tuefday, and yefterday had his audience of his majefty, 
and a conference with his fervants ; an account of which your lordfhip will 
receive at large from the duke of Newcaftle. 


I muft. 
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I mull: now begin with making my acknowledgments for all the undeferved 
compliments which our friend was pleafed to beftow upon me. Your lordlhip. 
may, with great fincerity, affure him, that my honour and efteem for him 
is equall to any favourable thoughts he is pleafed to entertain of me ; and 
whatever good opinion he may have conceived of me, I will never forfeit it by 
my conduft and behaviour towards him.; that I am very delirous to improve 
this correfpondence into an intimate friendlhip ; and if perfeft fincerity, and 
a juft fenfe of the value and confequence of his friendlhip, will encourage him 
to meritt his majeftie’s regard, I will be anfwerable to him that he lhall have no 
caufe to repent of any confidence that he lhall place in me. It is needlelTe to 
exprelTe my alTurances of the utmoft fecrecy which the nature of this corre- 
Ipondence and honour commands, and which I am incapable of betraying. 

And here it is neceflary to acquaint your lordlliip, that your laft letter was 
feen by no perfon living but the king and myfelf ; that the contents of it are 
unknown to every other perfon, as what I now write is in like manner ; and 
as, in the farther progrefs of this correfpondence, I lhall have occafion to 
inform our frimd of what may be agreeable and defired here, I defire it may 
be from henceforward underftood, that whatever I propofe is in the name of 
the king and by his authority, altho’, the better to difguife the correfpond- 
■ence, I fhall no more make ufe of that name. 

As to the grand afiair now upon the tapis, I make no doubt but we all 
agree in our defires to bring it to a fpeedy and happy conclufion. Delays are 
always dangerous ; and our friend may be alfured if, in the publick tranfadb 
ions between the two courts, there appear any marks of caution, they are 
occafioned only by the method which the courts of .Germany and France have 
put this into, and not out of any coolnefs or indifference for the fuccefs of this 
great event. 

In your letter to me you reprefent the preliminaries as figned at Vienna, 
and orders fent for the ratification. Monfieur Chavigny, in his communica- 
tion, confines it exprefsly to their being convenu Ssf arrete, and defires only a 
verbal approbation of them untill the treaty lhall be made ; but was uninftructed 
about the terms and conditions of the treaty, or fire method of execution ; 
which made it impollible for us to go any farther than the declaration that was 
made, untill the whole fhall be explained. 

I can fee no ufe in continuing to make thefe communications fecrett and 
confidential and with referves .; what is known not only in fubftance, but 
,7 ' even 
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even to particulars, in every corner of Europe, cr,eates difficulties with the Period VI. 
Dutch, from the manner of communication. If our friend will procure, that ^^734toi737- 
the whole fhall be laid before us, all the articles of the treaty that is to be 1735. 
made, and the manner of the execution, we ffiall have the whole at once 
before us, and in a condition finally to determine. But whatever is to be 
tranfadted ki form, mull ftill palTe by your lordfhip by the offices. This 
fecrett correfpondence between our friend and me, may be for our mutual in- 
formation, and contribute towards the forwarding what fhall be for the intereft 
of both nations. 

My brother in Holland is apprehenfive, from monfieur Fenelon’s difcourfes, 
that he will make difficulties about the pile mile', as he has declared he will, 
without pofitive orders from his court. It would be very unfortunate if any 
trouble fhould arife, at this important conjundture, about fuch a piece of cere- 
mony. I hope our friend will, by proper orders, immediately prevent any 
fuch difagreeable incident, which will fcarcely be fuppofed to be accidentaL 


1736. 

LORD HERVEY TO HORACE WALPOLE. ' 

■ Earl Stanhope in oppojition. — Lord Bolingbroke’ s opinion of the peace. 

DEAR SIR, St. James’s, December 23 — January 3, 1735-6. 

^ Very tedious and painfull confinement to my room for thefe lafl ten days, Walpp 
in which I have been forced to undergo every operation of phyfick and ^ 
fome of furgery, has prevented me thanking you before for the favour of your 
letter. The lall time I was out, was the night I received it ; when I was with 
the queen while fhe was anfwering one fhe received by the fame poll that 
brought mine : we both agreed that you were in extreme good humour, and 
that you had good reafon to be fo. ’ ' 

I hear of nothing threatened for the approaching feffion that will be likely 
to change it on your arrival here; and fhould be very forry any thing fhould 
make that difagreeable to you, that will be fo great a pleafure to all your 
friends. The repeal of the teft-adl, I hear, is the only propofal expedted to give 
trouble ; and the oppofition to the troops the only fland your enemies defign 
to make. As to the firft, in my opinion it will not be brought in, tho* ' 
wifer people are of another; and as to the other queftion, it is never any 

■ thing 
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Waldegrave 

Papers. 


Secret* 


thing more than the difpute of a day, -which are never the queftions that 
difcefs moft. 

We are to have lord Rockingham and lord Stanhope (-who are juft come 
of age) in the houfe of lords; the fir ft of which I hear will be with us, the 
latter againft us. All the Stanhopes and Spencers * are taught to look on a 
Walpole as one they are to hate by inheritance; which puts me in mind of 
two lines of Mr. Dryden’s, who fays, 

“ Forgiving to the injur’d does belong, 

“ But they ne’er pardon who firft did the wrong.” 

I hear my lord Chefterfield fays his kinfman is too fond of the ancient Greek 
and Roman virtue, to be the Have of power, or a tool to an adminiftration. 
If his kinfman is to be wrought upon by that ftyle, I will read his writings, 
but I will never be acquainted with him ; for I have heard already, froin fir 
Thomas Hanmer, all that can be faid on that fubjefl: ; and know nothing I am 
fo fick to hear of as the -virtue of the Romans, except it be the wifdom of my 
anceftors, and the folly of fome of. my coteraporarys. I am told lord Boling- 
broke’s comment on the peace was, that if the Englifh minifters had any 
hand in it, they were wifer than he thought them ; and if they had not, they 
were much luclder than they deferved to be. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Sends letters of coniplment to cardinal Fleury and Chauvelin. — Complains of the 
uncertain Jiate of affairs.— -Gives hints for Chauvelin' s conduct. 

My LORD, London, December 24. — January 4, 1735-6. 

J Am honoured with your lordlhip’s of the 25th inftant, N. S. ; and am 

forry that the delay of my writing occafioned the leaft unealinefs to our 
friend ; which I affure you proceeded from the only reafons that I mentioned 
before. If this Ihorter delay fhould have the leaft effe.< 5 t of that kind, you will 
eafily explain it was for want of a proper conveyance ; no melTenger having 
gone from the office fince I received yours, and I believe you will not think 
Chavigny’s courier a proper hand to be trufted with any thing of this kind. 

I have taken this occafion to make my compliments to both your great 
men and in a. manner that I hope -will pleafe, and be thought natural and un- 

* (Alluding to die niifunderftanding with Charles Spencer earl of Sunderland and the firfl 
earl Stanhope. 

affefted. 
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affefted. Your lordlhip will be pleafed to introduce them as the proper tri- Period VI. 
butes of the feafon of the year, and accompany them with my beft wifhes to ,^734toi737- 
them, both of long life, health, and profperity. 1736. 

I cannot, but fay things feem to be kept in unneceffary fufpence; and if the 
anfwers of approbation from the maritime powers are not yett given to the fatis- 
fadtion of the two contrafting powers, they mull fee it is their own fault ; and 
the longer things are delayed, the more wife, bartering, and perplexing the 
Dutch . will be. The late inftance is a demonftration how they have fallen off 
from the firft warmth with which they received the firft news of thefe prelimi- 
naries j and all that I can fay is, if I know all that our friend knows, the great 
work is as yet very imperfed. There is no plan, of execution agreed upont 
and whilft the French court feems to be defirous to avoid giving Spain offence, 
the rage of Spain is already broke out againft them in the higheft fury afid re- 
fentment ; and if our friend thinks that the queen of Spain diftinguifhes betwixt 
him and the cardinal, that management will not lafl; long, unleffe he is able to 
gratify e her paffions, which can no ways be done but by breaking this fyftem, 
and that, I am fatisfied, he is not capable to entertain a. thought of. - ■ 

Lett not our friend look out for foreign fupport both from the north and 
fouth till they are rendered a little more compatible : of the one, he may be 
fure, and depend upon it; of the other, he is the beft judge how precarious 
any dependence mu ft be upon a court made up as the court of Madrid is j and 
all that I fliall fay for this fpeculation is, that ftanders-by fonietimes fee more 
than gamefters ; and I am fure this is well meant. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Probable motives for Chauvelin’s conduB in requejling their fupport. — Difficultj in- 
deciding whether it is moji prudent to fupport Chauvelin, who 'had always coun-^ 
ieradted the views cf Esigland.- , 

MY LOUD, London, December 24. — ^January 4, 1735-6. 

J Send your lordfhip herewith a letter of compliments, as you delired. It Waldegrave 
was neceffary to take in both the great men ; and if fine words will do any 
good, nothing is fo cheap., ‘ Secret. 

I confeffe the fituation you fee our friend in makes our proceeding with him 
a matter worthy confideration. If all that he wants is our fupport, to help him 
to ftand his ground, we Ihould make but a fad figure to have contributed to 
the faving of a pbfon, who we have had all the reafon hitherto to believe the 
VOL, in. PART in,. s 8 inftruraent 
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VI. inftrument of defeating all our viev?s and deligns. But I think he cannot Hand 
very loofe, if what we are to do for him would fave him alone ; and if he really 
i. thinks it may be of fome fervice to him, our withdrawing our affiftance, juft at 
the time that he wants and defires it, would at once undo all that we have been 
doing. That we may, therefore, have his affiftance in carrying through the 
great work now upon the tapis, I think your lordlhip Ihould go on with him, 
in a manner that he may not fufpefl: any change, coolnefs, or indifference on 
our parts. ’For if that fhould be the cafe, I fear, weak as he is, he would be 
ftrong enough, as long as he continues in office, to defeat all our expedtations : 
and if the expedtations he conceived from a correfpondence with me have been 
an inducement to his going thus far, he will abate in his fpeed as he finds your 
lordlhip flackens your pace. I confeffe it is a nice and critical cafe ; but if we 
Ihould loofe him at laft by our own condudl towards him, it would be a great 
misfortune. Your lordlhip’s judgment and difcretion upon the fpot can alone 
diredt you. 

I come now to what you were pleafed to fay in relation to the late requeft 
that you made to his majefty, which I laid before him in the beft manner I 
was able, and am to acquaint you that his majefty does not think at prefent of 
difpofing of the vacant garter, but to defer it untill there are more vacant. 
Your lordlhip needs not apprehend any undue preferences with regard to his 
majefty’s fervice abroad ; for I believe your lordlhip may have the fatisfadlion 
to "believe that the king does you all the juftice upon that account that your 
lordlhip can defire. I am going to write another roftenfible for our friend, 

' which will be ffiort, for I have hut little to fay as -matters now Hand, but to 
keep on foot the correfpondence. 

■SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Praifes cardinal Fleury and Chauvelin for their joint-endeavours to promoie a 
general pacfcation. — Danger of procrq/iinatmg matters. 

MY LORD, - London, December 24 — January 4, 1735-6. 

ave ^JpHE favorable profpedt of a generaii pacification in Europe gave me fo much 
pleafure and fatisfadlion, that I am allways extremely concerned when I 
fee any unneceffary rubs or difficulties -arife that may obftrudl; or retard the con- 
clufion of this tiefirable work. From the time that his eminency the cardinal 
and monfieur le Garde des Sgeaux entered into that friendly and confidential 
manner of tranfafring bufmelTe with your lordlhip, I promifed myfelf all rea- 

fonable 
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fonable fuccelTe. It is the continuance of that, and that alone, which can bring Period VL 
this great affair to a happy conclulioir ; and I cannot upon this occasion omitt j 

this opportunity of defiring your lordlhip, if you thmk it worth the trouble, ” 
to make my fincereft compliments to his eminency upon that agreeable profpefty 
and for the great fhare he has had in conducing and forwarding this important 
tranladlion, which I make no doubt but he will perlevere to fee perfefted and 
fully accomplifhed.; that it may for ever be remembered to his honour that he 
gave a generall peace to Europe, threatened allmoft immediately with a gene- 
rail war, a work that required not only the great creditt and influence which 
he fo juftly holds in the councils of Europe, but that great capacity, temper, 
and refolution which have been feen and admired through his whole adminif- 
tration, and his eminency knows that in thefe great undertakings 

Fine coronatur, fine ^rohatur opm^ 

And now I am upon this fubjed, it would be inexcufable in me not to d'o 
juftice to the meritt and fervices of monfieur Chauvelyn. His joynt endeavours 
, to forward the publick wetlfare are too remarkable not to be confeffed and ac- 
knowledged, and received with that fatisfadion which they juftly deferve. 

But the chief occaiion of my giving your lordfliip this trouble is to fpur your 
court on to remove difficulties and delays, which feem rather to. procraftinate 
than forward bufmeffe. Surely monfieur Fenelon will be ordered to make his 
communication and requifition in form, that may enable the maritime powers 
' to declare that approbation, which is the firft neceffary ftep. If our friends the 
Dutch are as awkward and backward with the French in making peace, as they 
were with the emperour in regard to entering into the war, France had fo great 
advantage from the firft, that they Ihould more readily difpenfe with the latter 
and I hope every appearance will be removed that can be conftrued into affefled 
'delay. Time paffes: we have not a month now to the meeting of our parlia* 
ment. If any thing is to be faid there to add weight to the difpatch of the 
prefent fyftem, lett it be confidered what can be done towards declaring the 
approbation of the maritime powers, if the communication and requifition. is- 
not made in a manner to found it upon- 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
yujiifi.es his brother,- — Better accounts from Spahu 

* London, January i— "I2, 1735-6. 

J Beg your lordfliip will look upon this as a poftfcript to the letter it accom- 
panies, wrote fo long agoe as the -24th of the laft month ; but no meflenger 
going from hence that time, I waited till this opportunity ; and indeed ■with a 
view that things might mend a little of themfelves and clear up .; as they have 
aowdone, by the Imperial and French embalTadours’ having made the commu- 
nication in form in Holland ; and altho’ the deputies of fome of the provinces 
frave taken time to confult their principals, we are aflured the anfwer will be 
agreed to. There never was any thing more unjuft, . than imputing the diffi- 
culties that arofe concerning the anfwer, to ray brother : for I do affure you 
what happened was a great furprife and mortification to him, and he had great 
difficulty to gett the anfwer, as it is now fixed, accepted. 

To tell your lord&ip the plain truth, the great men there had drawn another 
projedt of an anfwer, wherein the firft part, relative to the former plan of pad. 
fication, was carried much higher, and in a manner that would have been very 
offenfive to your court ; and they left out the paragraph containing the concur- 
rence by future treaty .; and nothing but the earneft inftances of my brother 
prevailed with them to admit the projedt as now given in, and tranfmitted from 
hence, before we dreamt of or forefaw monfieur Fendon’s difficulties. It is but 
juft the truth fhould be known, tho’not at all advifable for friends and allies to 
be laying blame upon one another. 

The laft accounts from Spain are much more promifing than was at firft to be 
.apprehended ; and I hope the anfwer returned to fir Thomas Fitzgerald will be 
to the fatisfaction of your court. What we have laid in one or other anfwer 
concerning the late plan of pacification was neceffary, and the beft reafon that 
could be given to Spain for our approbation of the new preliminaries. 

•SIR R.OBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Propofes to offer Chaimelin a. large fum as a prefent, 

M’Y LORD, I^ndon, January 1 735-6* 

J Am afraid you will be imeafy again at my long filence ; but you will fee by 
the packetts I fend you, and the dates of them, that I was prepared a week 
agoe ; hut there being no raeffenger to be fent from the office, I declined fend- 

7 i»g 
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mg one on purpofe, not to create any jealoufies about tbefecretcorrefpondence; Period VI. 
and this, if any obfervation is made by our friend, you mufl give as the true ^^ 734 ^° ^ 737 * 
reafon. 1736. 

Your lordfhip’s laft letter, of the 30th of December, alters the queftion 
concerning our friend very much ; aijd I have marked my three letters ■with 
fmall figures at' the corner of the outfide of the covers. I defire this may be 
confidered as a private poftfcript to No. (2). By ■what you fay of the cardinal’s . 
converfation coacerning our friend, I think we muft conclude he will Hand his 
ground, and confider Mm in that light. It is plain that our fecret correfpond- 
ence hitherto produced nothing but words, and our friend, to fpeak plainly, 
has done nothing but what the cardinal has compelled him to j and there is 
great reafon to believe he has embarraffed bufinefs at the Hague by fending 
monfieur Fenelon orders contrary to the fentiments of the cardinal. 

On the other hand, I am afraid that our friend may think that he has had 
nothing but good words, which, if his views are lucrative, may have made Mm 
bold. I fee no reafon why, if you can do it properly and with decency, you 
ihould not break it .to him that you believe the king has intentions to make him 
fonie compliment on the new year, if you thought it would be agreeable to him ; 
and if his anfwer or reception of fuch a hint favoured at all of encouragement, 
though attended with a nolo epi/copari, I think 5000 /. or 16,000/. Ihould be 
given him.; I would not go'higher at once. It makes a great many crowns ; 
and this being reprefented as an earneft or pledge of future friendfliip, I fancy 
it might fweeten. You are the befli judge whether this Mould be broke to him- 
felf or to his wife, or to his other acquaintance ; but I would now, as you fee 
proper, bring it to a point. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

■Conclufton of the correfpondence with Chauvelin. — Chayigny cabals with the 
(ppojttion, and fends malkiotis reports. 

MY LOR'D, London, March ai, 173S-6. - 

nrHE private correfpondence with ortr friend feemirig to be at an end, WaldegraTo 
or at lead wholly ufelefle, I have not for fome time troubled your lord- 
fliip about it ; altho’ I cannot but fay there is fomething in it that appears a ‘ 
little myfterious, that fo great hopes Mould be conceived in the beginning, and • 
the whole drop at once as if no fuch thing had ever been thought of. It is a 
great opportunity loft, if ever it could have been had. 

• I trouble 
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I trouble your lordfhip now in particular about a paragraph in a late letter 
jfrom your lordfhip concerning what the cardinal laid about rtionlieur Chavigny; 
and I think it is abfolutely neceffary your lordfhip ihould know that I am con- 
vinced his prefent conduQ; is more ofFenlive here, and more prejudicial to the 
king’s affairs, than ever he had a power to make it before. The oppofition here 
are now in fo low. a Rate, that they fcaree think of giving any trouble. His 
intimacy and communication with them is in every refpefl: the fame as it always 
has been, tho’ infignificant from the cireumftances of time and things. But 
he is diligent and induflrious among all the foreign miniflers, full of infmuations 
to the prejudice of this court j and where he gains any credit, it muft be 
thought that the friendlhip between the courts of England and France is but 
Gccafional, and of no longer duration than until! it fhall be proper for France 
to l ake off the mafk. This is the conftant turn that monfieur Chavigny gives 
to every occurrence that offers itfelf. You are very fenfible how any repre- 
fentation of this kind in form might be taken, and by whom, if known, made 
ufe of to fupport rather than to remove him. But as your lordfhip wrote word 
fome time agoe that Bis bujinejfe was done, and- as the cardinal, by your lafl 
letter, feemed to be preparing for a change, you cannot do better than to 
effedl it now, the manner and management being wholly left to your condudt. 

There is great reafon to think the king will go to Hanover again this year j 
and it is very much wifhed that Chavigny may not be fuffered to go thither j. 
which makes this confideration a little more preffing in point of time than it 
would otherwife be. It was thought more advifeable that I Ihould write upon 
this fubjefl; than a fecretafy of ffatCj it being not properly the bufineffe of an 
office letter. I have the king’s orders to acquaint your lordfhip that he does 
not think fit to continue Mr. Buckley’s penfion any longer. I am forry to fend’ 
you this meffage, becaufe I fear it will be. difagreeable, 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM; 

Declaims againji corruption, arid the ruin of the conjlitution. — Determines to.part 
with Dawley _at all enoents, — Condemns Swift's Four lafi T mrs as a party 
pamphlets 

DEAR SIR WILLIAM^, March the i8th, 173^. 

^ Anfwer your’s of the 4th, 6tli, and 22d of February. If corruption will be 
the bane of our conftitution, and that the continuance of it muff be fo even 
the corrupt cannot doubts and if nothing can put a flop to this gangrene, but 

aeon.- 
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a conjunfture wherein the crown lhall have little to alk, and a minifter who will 
fcorn this odious and abominable expedient of government fliall be in power, 
as you think, defperandum g/? de repuhlica. I fhall carry the weight of this 
afiliffion to my grave; and nothing will in the leaft lighten the burthen, unlefs 
a perfefi; indifference to all that can happen, if this be to happen, can lighten 
it ; or the comfortable reflexion that I did, in a low and perhaps no very effec- 
tual part, but the only part I could aft, all that was in my power to prevent 
the ruine. I once thought that there was another remedy to this fatal evil, a 
remedy which might conftantly palliate, and, by redoubling the dozes in a fe- 
vourable crifis, radically cure the diftemper. But perhaps I was miftaken ; or 
perhaps there is not patience and perfeverance enough for the one, nor vigour 
or'perfeverance enough for the other, in the minds of men. Both come to the 
fame point. For it is as much a miftake to depend upon that which is true but 
imprafticable, att a certain time, as to depend on that which is neither true 
nor prafticable att any time *. 

But no more of this. Since I can be no longer of ufe to my particular 
friends, and to my country, I muff live to myfelf ; and I thank the Author of 
human and all other nature, that I am able to do fo with the utmofl content- 
ment. I can drudge away my life in bufinefs, when my judgment and my 
fentiment concurr in approving it ; or I can trifle away my time in pleafure, 
when opportunity and example feduce me, and no ftrong call fummons me from 
it. But I can and I always could do, what I will exprefs in Latin better than 
Englifh would exprefs it, me 7nihi vindicare. I am now att an age when this 
is to be done for the lafl time : two afts are over att leaft ; and the farce, you 
know, confifts but of three. 

Upon this foundation I will fpeak to- you about my private affairs ; for tho* 
I have mentioned all the particulars that occurred to me neceffary to be men- 
tioned att prefent in my letter to Mr. Corry, which you will fee to be fure, yet 
there are fome other more general and ruling confiderations that I muft explain 
to you. If I could have retired from the world with quiet, decency, and fome 
degree of dignity att home, I fhould have chofen it ; but fince that could not 
be, and fince nothing fhall ever call me out of retreat again, but the neceffity 
of felf-defence, or fuch publick confufxon in my own country as may fet me on 

* Had tke noble writer well confidered the juftnefs of his own refiedlions, be would not have 
formed fuch vifionary fchemes of government as he laid down in his Patriot King, and other poli» 
tical works. . 
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a level with every other roaii in afting for her, one of which I believe, and the 
other of which I hope will not happen, it is probable in the higheft degree 
that I lhall never return to live amongft you. This applyed to my private af- 
fairs, decides, you fee, for felling my eftate att Dawley aflbon as I can. I do 
not defire, you know, to fell it att any extravagant rate ; but I would not will- 
ingly underfell it very much to one of thofe who may wait to take advantage of 
the neceffity they may guefs I am in of felling, nor eafily yield to the contrariety 
of my fortune, that may render it hard for me, when it would not be for any 
other man, to fell att a fair price. I will add two other confiderations that decide 
on the fame fide very ftrongly in my mind. They are thefe. A revenue folly 
fufEcient, and fecured without rifque or trouble, is an article of vafi: importance 
in the life I propofe to lead j and fuch a revenue I can have whenever Dawley is 
fold as I propofe to fell it. A fettlement of all my aflPairs, not only for my own 
life, but for thofe that will be concerned in them after my death, is another 
point on which my mind is very intent ; and the more fo, becaufe I judge, with- 
out either fear or fpleen, upon my word, that my life will not be long. Now, 
this fettlement caiinot be mjd:e neither as definitively and as effeQually as I 
defire, untill Dawley be fold. ' 

When I examine myfelf, and confider my affairs and circumftances in this; 
light, you may be fore I am under the pangs of impatience till this tranfadion 
be finiflied ; but upon die whole matter, thus I fimplify my thoughts, and thus 
I refolve. If, by fock b^er than I exped, you can fell for me as I defired, fell 
without hefimtion : if the opportunity of doing it hangs off, let upon the hints 
given in my letter to Mr. Corry. If neither of thefe can be done this fummer,., 
I lhall feel a reafonabfe uneafinefs ^ and be expofed to future inconveniencys that 
will difturb ail the quiet of my Itfe j for tho* I do' not wifh'to live like Ariftip- 
pus, I cannot live like Diogenes. In this cafe, there will remain but one thing 
for me to do, which I Qiall do tho’ very unwillingly, and that will be to go into 
England before the end of thi fummer, fet Dawley and all I have there to fale,. 
make the mpft I can of it, content myfelf with that, whatever it be, and return 
free from cares of all kinds to my foreign hermitage. This, my friend, is the 
fom total of my thoughts, and the refult of all my reflexions. Upon this foot 
ad for me, and let me hear from you as fi:equently as you fee occafion, or have 
the opportunity. • . 

# # * # •» # ^ *. ,* **# *# #.# * # # * 
Dean Swift had begun an hiftory of the four laft years of the queen’s reigii. 
I faw it fome years ago, and thfliked it. Many miftakes were in it, and I thought 

it 
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it a party pamphlet, not an hiftory. I ipoke my mind freely to Pope, to whom 
you will do me a pleafure to talk about this work. I think I took the copy away, 
that it might not go into the world as it was ; and if I did fo, that copy remains 
among fome papers that I have layed by carefully and fafely in England. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Civilities pafs between him and Pulteney. 

London, May 25, 1736. Upon what I read in your laft letter to the queen, 

I thought proper to acquaint you, that civilities pafs’d betwixt him and the 
court before . fhe left this place. There was no meflage fent or received ; but 
he had exprefs’d himfelf in fuch a manner, that I was to underftand he defired 
it might be reported to the king and queen, who both received it in a gracious 
manner : but he was gone before the anfwer could, be given. I faw him in the 
houfe of commons the day before the houfe rofe, and civilities paffed betwixt 
us. I thought it proper you fliould know thus much. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

^ Vifits Pulteney. 

(Loo, at the prince'of Orange’s houfe, June the toth, N.S. 1735.) Tour’s of Walpok 

the 25th paft, O. S. overtook me in my way hither, where I arrived laft night. Paper's* 

and fliall continue till to-morrow at leaft. The perfon you mention came with 
his lady and child to the Hague the night before I left it, and immediately fent 
me a meffage in his own as well as his lady’s name, that they would wait upon 
me, but that he found himfelfe much out of order, and wanted reft, it being paft 
nine at night. I was not then at home, and after having fent them a How-doe-you ? 
the next morning, I waited upon them about noon. We embraced at entrance 
very cordially, and took leave in the fame manner. I ftay’d above halfe an hour 
with him, where there was alfoe in the room Dr. Stewart, one captain Mead, 
and Mrs. Pulteney herfelfe and the little boy, of whom I took much notice. I 
endeavoured to be eafy and chearfull, and to make him foe ; but his conftant 
complaint was lownefs of fpirits, and, in my opinion, he is rather dead-hearted 
than fick in body : and in other refpefls, had a ftranger come into the room, 
he would have thought we had never been otherwife than good friends. I hope 
to- continue my journey to Hannover to-morrow, altho’ their highneffes talk of 
keeping me a day longer. 


Walpok 

Papets. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVL.. 
Inquires the reafons for Jir Luke Schaiih's journey to Paris-. 


Waldegi-aye 

Papers. 


S£cr^.K 


5 Afterwards 
cardinal 
Tenciii.. 


f Madame 
de Tencin. 


MY LORD, London, June 165 1736- 

T Take the opportunity of this conveyance to fubmitt to your obfervation a 

fcene that will foon be openM w'here you are^ Sir Luke Schaub is preparing; 
to go immediately to France in company with monfieur and raadame Momo- 
rancy. He pretends here that he is going to SwilTerland, which, is his publick 
declaration ; to others, to whom he thinks himfelf oblig’d to explain a little 
more, he fays his bulinelTe is with monlieur Molafrean, fermier de finances. If. 
I miftake the name, I hope it will enable you to difcover who is meant. This 
perfon.was a particular friend of count Heyme, with whom all the count’s efi. 
fedls are fuppos’d to be entrufted and conceal’d : and fir Luke goes over to 
draw out and fecure thofe elFedls for the benefit of the count’s family.. 

This is fir Luke’s great fecrett 5 but as the archbifhop of Ambrun * has been 
lately fent for to Paris, and there have been fpeculations that there may be a 
defign in the cardihal to bring him into bufineffe,^ Jfo far that his coming intO/ 
England has been fpoke of. Confidering the great and perfonal intimacies that 
were fuppofed to have been between fir Luke, when in France, and the arch- 
bilhop’s filter t>. is it impoflible that the chevalier’s true errand Ihould be fome 
fcheme with the archbifhop, under the difguife of count Heyme’s affairs ? If 
the prelate is defign’d for publick bufinefle, I Ihould not think it the moft im- 
probable, conjedlure, that the little Swifle goes an emiflary from the patriots 
here, to fettle a correfpondence with him. If this 'is mere fpeculation and re. 
finement, it will not be a great trouble if it Ihould furnifli fome imployment for 
your curiofity to watch his motions, to bbferve where his haunts chiefly lye; 

If the fair lady you mention’d to me be madame Monconfeil, I Ihould think 
her hufband much preferable.to any other perfon that has been nam’d for Cha- 
yigny’s fucceflbur.. If he is a creature of Chauvelyn’s, I doubt- no other will be 
fufferM to come hither ; and is it not better to have one from whofe family 
there is a profeflion of civility, (your lordlhip perhaps would have call’d it more 
than profeflionsi) than one who does not even affedt fuch difpofitions S- Your 
lordfliip will have the goodnefie to forgive thefe out-of-the-way notions-j and, 
believe me to be, &.c.. . 


SIR 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Settles the mode of their correjpondence. — Gives his private opinion concerning a 
northern league between Sweden and Denmark, and the maritime powers — On 
the mediation between Rujfta and the Forte — On the fuccejfion of Berg and 
’fullers. — In all injiances recommends cautious proceedings. 
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DEAR BROTHER, London, June 18— 29, N. S. 1736. 

J Find there may be fome diiBculty in carrying on this fummer’s correfpond- Walpole 
ence between you and me ; for I do apprehend you will be conftantly 
■afk’d what letters you have, and as conftantly delired to fliow them, which will Privau 
be unavoidable, unlefs upon particular occafions I give you the trouble of a 
Separate paper with an oftenfible letter to be produced : fuch a companion this 
fliall have. Look upon this as my private thoughts fuggefted to you alone. 

There feems to me to be three points now upon the tapis that may dfeferve 
confideration. The affairs of Berg and Juliers ; the mediation betwixt the 
czarina and the Pofte; and a northern league, faid to be in view, to be 
form’d between Denmark, Sweden, and the maritime powers, to obferve the 
growing power of Mufcovy. Of thfe laft I lhall make no mention in my other 
letter to you, tho’ I cannot fuppofe but it mull have been mentioned to you by 
the king and by Mr. Finch, who I underftand has mentioned it to the king as 
fiiggefted by monfieur Roffencrantz ; but you are to know nothing of this from 
me, till you hear further of it. Upon this point I muft begin with obferving, 
that count ICinfki, in his parting conference with me, mention’d fuch a delign 
as a caufe of jealoufy and complaint in the court of Vienna, which, as I had hot 
heard one word of, I very roundly denied the leaft notion of it : and for my 
part I cannot conceive what inducements Ihould lead us into fuch a negotiation, , 
the furmife of which muft give offence to the czarina, in confequence to the 
emperour, and may tend to make the courts of France and Vienna more in- 
tirely one, and in the conclufion at 'the expence of the maritime powers. And 
I cannot think the ftate of affairs in any part of Europe fettled enough to make 
us delire to be engag’d fooner, or more than we lhall neGeffarily be call’d upon 
to be fo. Lett us wait, and fee how .things will turn out, and then determine 
what part to take. The late treaties with Denmark and Sweden have been 
burthenfome and expenlive, and our fubfidies . will never be unwellcome to . 
them. ' 

The next article that naturally occurs is the mediation between Mufcovy 
and the Porte 5 -and here too, I think, we fhould defer concerning our- 

T T a ' ’ felves, 
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'eriod VI, felves, untill it is demanded of us by both parties. I obferve by Mr. Robin- 
34101737. letters, that it is expefted at Vienna that the Porte Ihould make a formal. 

1736. demand, and, in that expeSatiom, full powers are order’d for Mr. Tatman pra 
ijia vice. But it feems to me, that this will be conditional : and altho’ no men- 
tion is made of fuch an espeftation from the Ruffians, the ftridl: alliance that 
fubfifts between the emperour and the czarina perfuade me that no ftep would 
be taken upon,this fubjeO: at Vienna but in concert with the czarina; That fiiould 
likewife be equally expeded by us ; and if the demand of both is made, we 
Ihould then do nothing but in concert with the Imperial court and the States- 
Generali. 

I have read the long letter from count Ofterman to the grand vizir, which 
feems to me to be as ftrong a remonftrance of a long continued feries of vio- 
lences and oppreffions as it is poffible for one power ta lay to the/charge of 
another ; and altho’ it concludes with profeffions of a lincere defire for peace,, 
that is no more than is ufual in all declarations of war ; and when fir E, Faul- 
kener is defir’d to deliver the letter, nothing is faid to him that implies at all 
any defire of our mediation, but propofes the fending minifters reciprocally to 
the refpedtive borders to treat and adjuft, without any mention of the, interven- 
tion of other powers. Thefe reafons induce me to think, that we are in this, 
cafe too to wait for events and proper applications, and to be wellalTured of the 
real fentiments of both the Imperial and Ruffian courts, before we offer our 
good offices, and take any ftep which may poffibly difoblige, without a proba- 
bility of doing any good. 

The fame fpiritt of not being too forward induces me to think our taking 
any part as yett in the affairs of Berg and Juliers is not advifable. In that cafe- 
we muft wait for the fentiments of the emperour and France, and what part they 
will probably take, before, in compliance with the Dutch, we make any declara- 
tions which may be thoroughly difobliging to the king of Pruffia, and in which’ 
we may be left fingly with the Dutch. It is moft certainly a very defirable ’ 
thing to me, if it were poffible, that all future occafions of a rupture in Europe' 
ihould be remedied and prevented. But as no court of Europe, except the 
. Dutch, have an inclination to make the fettlement of that affair a part of the- 
prefent pacification, but both the emperor and France expref sly of opinion to 

pojlpone that c^air till the chief buftnefs of the prefent negotiation Jhallhe over,. 
and as there is in the preliminaries a pofitive exclufion of all matters foreign 
from the late war, I fee great inconveliiencies that may arife ifom our preffing 
that affair to be cairied on at the fame time, altho’ in a feparate negotiation, 

with. 
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with the generall tranfadions now upon the tapis. Uupon further confideration, Period VI. 

I fee no occafion of your communicating my thoughts upon any of the heads at 
prefent to the king, but leave them for your own.information and amufement 173^* 
only; and fliall write you only a fhort letter upon the army-matters, tranfmitted . 
now by fir William Young, as far as I had troubled the king about them before 
he went from home. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 

0bje6ls to the alliance with Sweden and, Denmark, unlefs it can be made without 
giving umbrage to the emperor and Rujfia. — Advifes not to take any hajiy ref olu^ 
tion about the fuocejfon of Berg and fuliers, ^ ' 

DEAR BROTHER, London, June’a5 — ^July 6, 1736. 

J Have not troubled you with my thoughts about foreign affairs fince you left 
England, becaufe all things going on in the principal courts of Europe, 
where bufinefs is now tranfaded, in their naturall train, and nothing being 
brought to apy conclufion, which might call upon his majefty to take any Itep, 
or come to any refolution, I thought it ufelefs to be giving any premature opi- 
nion upon events which may every day alter, before things are brought to any 
confiftency. 

The only points that appear’d to me to require any prefent confideration are, 
a northern league, between Great Britain, Sweden, and Denmark, which has 
been mentioned to me ; and the affair of Berg and Juliers. 

As to the firft, if the defign and views of thofe two crowns is to form an alli- 
ance, principally with regard to the growing power of Mufcovy, and in oppo- 
fition to the czarina, it feems to me to deferve great confideration, how far, by 
beginning fuch a negotiation, we fliall give jealoufy and offence to .the Mufco- 
vites, and in confequence to the Imperial court, in the prefent fituatibn of 
Europe : for if, by taking the advantage of a fuppofed coolnefs between-France 
and Sweeden, to fecure Sweeden from France, we fhould at the fame time give 
jealoufy to the Imperial and Ruffian courts, by carrying on a negotiation fecretly 
and feparately from them, the ill confequences might exceed the advantages 
that we propofe by fuch an alliance. But if our treaties with Sweden are now 
expiring, and can be renew’d in conjunftion with Denmark, with due care to 
avoid giving offence to other powers, I fee no objedlion to the entering into fuch 
a negotiation ; which, when I fee the projeft, I fhall be very ready to give my 
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poor opinion of it-, but I do not know that there are any thoughts of forming 
aiy projeft here. 

As to the affair of Berg and Jullers, my humble opinion is, that we fliould 
"know what part France and the emperor will take in it, before his majefly 
comes to any refolution .j and I cannot fee that it is at all the king’s intereft to 
declare himfelf previoully, or to endeavour to have that affair fettled as part of 
the general pacification, or even at the fame time, which may probably emba- 
rafs other matters, and I do not fee how they can at all forward them, 

P. S. Since I wrote what is above, I have feen the queen, and learn from her 
majeffcy, that the king wifhes fome projefl was form’d here of a treaty to be 
made with the northern crowns, including Mufcovy. As nothing has yett 
pafs’d through any of the offices relating to that fubjedl:, and there is no formal 
knowledge that fuch a thing would be agreeable to or accepted by the refpec- 
tive courts, or upon what conditions one or other of thofe powers would enter 
into fuch a treaty, it will be impraQiicable for us here to form fuch a projefl:. 
But if his majefly will be pleafed to give you his commands to reduce his fen- 
timents into the heads of a projedl, to be fent over hither, it may be thoroughly, 
confidered, and his majeflie’s commands may be afterwards fignified in due 
form; which, with humble fubraiffion, I conceive would not be fo pro- 
perly conveyed thro’ the channel of his m^eftie’s private correfpondence with 
the queen. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO SIT ROBERT WALPOLE. 

On ihe jiate of the mediation between Spain and Portugal— ^Of the negotiations with 

the emperor. 

SIR, Whitehall, July 6, 1736. 

ESTERDAY an exprefs arriv’d from France with very voluminous dif- 
jpatches from Mr. Keene, inclofmg a declaration fign’d by the rainifters 
of the jnediators, a counter-,declaration fign’d'by monfieur Patino, and a paper 
of points agreed on, figned by nobody ; copies of all which I fend you, 

Mr. Keene gives a very full and long account of all that has pafs’d in this 
negociation,; in which monfieur Patino’s double dealing, falfenefs, and, I may 
fay, aflurance, (not to give it. a ftronger term,.) appear in the ftrongefl light. 
You will perceive that the declaration fign’d by our minifter is more favorable to 
iSpain in the expreffions thaneven th^t fent and propofed by monfieur Chauvelin, 

^e 
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la cmduite d’E/pagne etoit trap vive is entirely left out. That the king of Period VI. 
Portugal avoit le plus grand tort, which did imply that there was feme blame in ,^^34*0^^737^ 
the court of Spain, is alfo omitted. But what is moft furprifmg, after monfieur ^73®^ 
Patino had, in writing, given the king his mafter’s confent that thofe very ex- 
preffions fliould ftand, and had promifed day after day that the whole Ihould be 
concluded, for (I think) near three weeks together, after he had acquainted 
Mr. Keene, by the order of his mafter, that the defign of his (^Patino’s) feparate 
propofal was, that France fliould have no hand' in this affair, all of a fudden he 
fends for the French ambaffador alone, makes him a particular confidence, that 
the king of Spain wotild not confent to the terms that he,, Patino, had agreed 
to, and left it to Vaulgrenant to communicate this to Vandermeer. Keene, I 
fuppofe, was both mortified and enraged j but, however, he is willing to excufe 
his friend Patino for this complaifance to the French ambaffador, which, I be- 
lieve, you will think, when you come to read the letters, had feme relation tO' 
their other negociations with France. They all agreed, that they mull accept 
it upon the king of Spain’s terms; or elfe that it would be impoffible to prevent 
the king of Spain’s coming to a rupture with Portugal, &c. ; and fo they figned 
the declaration as you fee it, in which, I tliink, upon the whole, they did right, 
for to be fure it was previoufl'y fettled between Patino and Vaulgrenant.' 

Portugal will undoubtedly be offended at being put in the wrong in this 
manner. But however, as no ad is required of the king of Portugal but what 
is reciprocal, viz. the rdeafing the prifoners, the ceffation of the preparations 
of war, and the fending minifters, (tho’ lord Harrington is of opinion, but, I 
think, quite without foundation, that the king of Portugal’s minifters muft, de- 
clare his acceptance of this declaration in the fame manner that Patino has done 
by his counter-declaration,) I think we fliould get this declaration through, if 
our minifters at Lifhon would ad prudently, which I am much afraid of. Vaul- 
grenant has had the pen, and has prepared the joint account fent to the three 
courts, which is very well done. He has alfo prepar’d the. letter fent to the 
minifters of the mediators at Lifhon, which letter, tho’ cleverly drawn, conr 
fo many harfli things upon Portugal, that, if not executed with the 
greateft caution' and prudence, will make that court outrageous ; particularly,, 
the opinion of the mediators, that Portugal is in the wrong, is moft ftrongly 
hid down. The king of Portugal is to be told (tho’ only in cafe of neceffity): 
that only one minifter will be admitted at Madrid from Portugal, infinuafing 
that feveraj emiffaries had. been fent from Portugal that interfered with the dor 

meftic: 
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Period VI. ineffic government there ; he is alfo to be told (tho* that, too, in cafe of ne- 
^34 to 1737. Jf he thinks of fending Belmonte back, he will find himfelf 

1736'. expofed, fss propres forces.^ to the rilks that would refult from it j and (what 

will be moll provoking) that this is the judgment of the mediators, from which 
he has no appeal to any other tribunal. All this, infmuated in a prudent and- 
difcreet manner, , might be well enough ; but in the hands of a warm, difcon- 
* Lord Ty- tented miniller *, and a rough admiralf, that w'ants to return home, I don’t 
f Slr^ohn what may be the confequence of it : but, however, we fliall have a meet- 

Norris. ing of the lords to-morrow, to confider in what manner the communication 
Ihould be made here to monfieur Azevedo, and what orders (if any) fhould be 
' fent to Lifbon. I fliould think we might, in a proper manner, infinuate to 
Azevedo what has been the condud of France on this occafion. I Ihould be 
glad to know your thoughts by the return of the meffenger, who will be back 
here before we fliall have an opportunity of writing to Lifbon. 

The main point to be confidered is the recall of the fleet, which, I think, 
ifliould be long delayed 5 for as the thing is done, (and I am glad it is,) we 
Ihould turn it as much to our own advantage as we can *, and befides, after our 
minifter has confented to it, if we don’t difapprove him, we mull ftand by it j 
that is, we can’t take part with Portugal, fliould Portugal refufe to confent ; 
and therefore what ufe can our fleet be of there, but to give umbrage and jea- 
Joufy to Spain ? 

I fend you a letter from lord Waldegrave, which came by the lafl exprefs. _ 
The general pacification feems nearer a conclufion at prefent than it has of late 
■done. The king of Sardinia has communicated nineteen pieces here that have 
■pafTed with the court of France. Upon the whole, he acquiefces in fuch a 
manner as, I think, the court of Vienna will make no further difficulty about 
his affairs. 

By the accounts we received yeflerday from loi j)Buffy 3 , Spain is alfo in the 
fame difpofition. They depart from their pretenfion of uniting Naples and 
Sicily to the kingdom of S^n, prefer the allodials to an amicable negotiation 
with the emperor, will evacuate Tufcany upon a proper ad of celfion of Naples 
■and Sicily; and I think we fliall foon hear of their matters being over a.lfo. 

In the mean time, the cardinal expreffes to lord Waldegrave a great diffatif- 
. fadion at the -court of Vienna ; charges Mr. Robinfon with having, done them 
ill offices there; and monfieur Chauvelin has made the fame infihuations againft 
us in Spain. ' The cardinal will not fpeak out about a definitive treaty, but 
laants mightily to be fure of the king’s acceffion to what they are doing, in cafe 

7 . he 
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lie fliall think proper to alk it, which, by his own account, will depend on 
future events. 

Keene has an intelligence, as if feme projeas had been lately offered to Pa- 
tino for the furprifmg Jamaica. He thinks there is no other foundation for it, 
than that there may be fome fcheme on foot to prevent the contraband trade 
pretended to be carried on from that illand. I wilh you would talk to fir 
Charles Wager upon this matter. When our fhips return from Lifbon, why 
fhould not our fquadron in the Weft Indies be augmented ? I forgot to tell 
you that D’Ormea has told Villettes that they have certain intelligence from 
Vienna that they are weary of their new allies and that, as foon as this buftle 
is over, they will have recourfe to their old friends, and particularly to the 
king. 

I beg pardon for troubling you in your retirement. The news from Spain 
was of too great confequence not to give you the earlieft notice; and indeed I 
was defirous to have your thoughts, before I wrote either to Hanover or Lifbon 
upon it ; fo that I beg you will difpatch this meffenger with all expedition. 

P. S. As the meeting of the lords is' put off till Thurfday in the evening, I 
fhall hope it may be poffible to hear from you before that time. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Origin of the fcheme for an alliance with Sweden and 'Denmark. — King xealou/Iy 
promotes it. — Requires the opinion of fr Robert Walpole.— -Is induced, by, the 
reprefentations of that minifter, to change his opinion. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hannover, July ytli, 1736. 

npHE laft meffenger brought me 3 four letter of the i8th paft, O. S. ; and 
before I enter into the particular points of it, it may not be improper to 
recapitulate what has been fayd to me with relpeft to the treatys with the 
northern powers. 

Upon my arrivall here, the K. told me, monfieur Rofencrantz had talked, 
in general terms, of a fcheme for that purpofe to Mr. Finch at Hamburgh ; 
that he had wrote to the qu — ^n upon it for her and your fentiments, and that 
he expelled the Danifh minifter would fuggeft, in the mean time, his thoughts in 
writing, which he had hitherto declined doing. This was confirmed to me by 
Mr. Finch, who I found here ; but he could not explain the particulars of 
Rofencrantz’s projedt. All that I fayd to him, as well as to his majefty, was, 
that care muft be taken not to difoblige Mufeovy, for reafons I gave that are 
VOL. III. PART III. tl U obvious. 
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Period VI. obvious. But what Mr. Finch feems to have raoit at heart is, (according tee 
^^734^01737- J.Q ufuall zeal of minifters to favour that court where they are employed,) 
1735. the fupport of count Horn and his friends, againft his enemys and our’s in 
Sweden, who are under the influence of France ; and the renewall of our treaty 
with Sweden, which has fubfifted ever fince the year 1720, made by lord- 
Carteret, and expires in 1738, having been made for 18 years. I told him 
that was a matter to be confldered; and if it is a defenfive alliance, and alfoe 
relates to our commerce, that, as well as thofe in the Swedifli miniftry, who 
difappointed the dangerous intrigues of France lafl; year, deferve our attention. 

After the arrivall of our firft meflenger from England, his majefty told me,, 
that he found by the queen, that you were not againft making a treaty with 
Sweden and Denmark, but that Mufeovy Ihould become a party to it ; and 
care fhould be taken to have noe extenfive guarantys, or burthenfome con- 
ditions in it ; and that he expected you ftiould write your thoughts fully to me 
upon this head, as well with regard to Bergh and Juliers., I only replyed, that I 
believed the nature of our treatys, with refpedl to the northern crowns, was fo- 
different, that it was difficult to combine them- together ; that with Denmark 
confirmed an ancient, treaty with that crown, but chiefly related to the fub- 
fidys that are now payable for another year ; that with Sweden was a treaty of 
mutuall guaranty and defence, with fome articles relating to commerce ; that 
with Mufeovy was only an allyance of ffiendfhip and commerce, without any 
guaranty j it not being prudent for England to guaranty to Ruffia her acqui- 
fitions upon Sweden. 

When the fecond meflenger arrived from England, the king afked me with 
fome earneftnefs, whether I had heard from you on the foregoing points, and 
feemed eager for having fomething done with the northern crowns ; letting me 
know that he Ihould make fome new treatys with them as eledlor ; and there 
never was a more favourable opportunity for England taking engagements with 
Sweden, than at this juncture, when he had undoubted intelligence of the ad- 
ininiftration of Sweden being more than ever embroyled with that of France, 
and in particular with monlieur Chauvelyn, reladng to the complaints of the 
Swedifh officers that ferved king Stanillas at Dantzick ; which intelligence, as 
indeed all is that is procured here, has been communicated to me. I repeated 
-what I had fayd to his majefty before ; adding only that as I had not with me 
the refpedtive treatys with the northern princes, I would fend to England for 
copys of them} and Mr. TiHbn has accordingly' wrote for them to Mr. 
Wefton. ' ■ 

When 
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When the kft meflenger came who brought me your letter of the 1 8th paft, 
O. S. I expeded, upon my going to court, that the king would have been very 
inquifitive for an account of your thoughts to me upon all thefe points ; but, 
on the contrary, altho’ he had received a large pacquett, as hedold me him- 
felfe, from the queen, he fayd not one word to me on that fubjed. He men- 
tioned to me, in his eager way, fome things which I fuppoJ'e, by the nature 
of them, muft have come from loi [Bully], and particularly about their not 
being able to fix upon the perfon in France to be fent ambaflador in the room 
of Chavigny, in which he feemed more difpofed for the marquis fie Mirepoix 
then Monconfeil^ tho’ I fpoak in favour of the lall, for reafons which I need 
not tell you ; but, in fliort, he has not, fince the arrivall of the lall letters, 
fayd one word to me about northern engagements, occalioned, as I believe, 
from the queen having Ihewn, from your difcourfe with her, the inconve- 
niencys and burthen of them. And yefterday monlieur Titley, who has attended 
the king of Denmark at Hamburgh, having defired to wait upon his majelly 
here for a few days, to impart to him fome things of importance which had 
been fuggefted to him, (I fuppofe by monfieur Rofencrantz,) not proper to be 
committed to writing j the king has permitted him to take a turn here, but 
did. not exprefs great zeal and curiofity for the information he was to bring 
with him. With refped to Denmark, therefore, we mull wait and fee what 
that court has to propofe. ■ 

With refped to Sweden, the defenlive alliance with that crown does not ex- 
pire untill January 1738, N. S. ; and as there are many things in it that have 
^ no relation to the prefent times, (for I have perufed it in RoulTett’s Collec- 
tions,) and as the Swedes have lately made feverall alterations, with refped to 
commerce, to our difadvantage, even contrary to that treaty, the renewall of 
the alliance with that crown will always be a matter of long and ferious con- 
fideration. However, we mull continue to keep up our interell and credit at 
that court,- in fupport of the adminiftration there, in a prudent manner, againlt 

the violence and intrigues of monfieur Ch lyn, who feems refolved to 

dellroy them if polTible at the meeting of the next Swedifli dyett, for no other 
reafon but becaufe they difappointed, by concluding a treaty with Mufcovy, 
the views of France to fett the whole north in a flame ; and confequently to 
.prevent the peace with the emperour, by their convention for giving fubfldys 
to Sweden, which they refufed afterwards to ratifye on account of the fudden 
conclufion of the treaty with Rufiia. And at prefent a new alteration, relating 
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xiodVI. to the Swedifh officers that were in. the fervice of Stanlflaus, is, by an impertz- 
4^0^737- jjgnt memoriall delivered to the king of Sweden and the fenate, by monfieur 
Carteja, carryed fo far, that the Swedifti fecretary of ftate has ordered, in the 
king’s name, monfieur Gedda to make the ftrongeft complaints to the cardinall' 
alone ; which complaints, tho’ framed in appearance diredly againft Carteja, 
yett they are levelled at Chauvelin. And on this occafion I cannot but lament 
my beiiig deprived of the light of the intelligence from loi [Bufly] to know 
the true ftate of the Garde des S^eaux with his eminence, becaufe fomethihg 
might occur, perhaps, to make the cardinall fenfible of the opinion that all the 
world has of his coadjutor; and fuch a turn might be given to it, with pru- 
dent management, as not to offend his eminence, nor to betray the intelli- 
gence. But without the proper lights 1 write and muft write in the dark. 

• Butt to return ; this fituation between Sweden and France will require Mr. 
Finch’s return to his poft as foon as poffzble ; fmce, as long as France wilf 
endeavour to deftroy the adminiftration at Stockholm, difpofed to live well 
with us, and to preferve the peace of Europe; and will (as fhe certainly does) 
remitt great fums of money to fupport an oppofite party there, Ihe muft have 
views detrimentall to- the peace of Europe, and ffiould, by all prudent and 
fecret means, be difappointed in thofe views. , For that purpofe, Mr.. Finch 
ffiould be furniffied with perfonall credit ; and with weighty reafons, as occa- 
fionmay offer, to have an influence on fome, and retain the confidence which 
he has obtained with others. As to his credit, the king feems difpofed to fend 
him back with new credential! letters-, expreffed in a manner to doe him. 
honour ; and alfoe to give him a full power, (I have not touched upon the 
pay for it) ; and I have hinted to Mr. Fmch, that altho’ I believe it will not be 
poffible, as he feemed to defire, to allow him a certain fum to be employed 
as he Ihall think fitt, .yett I was perfuaded, that upon his reprefenting from 
Sweden any particular occafion wherein money may be neceffary for his. 
majefty’s fervice, it would not be refufed him. I have enlarged the more, 
upon this head, "becaufe it is impoflible for France to be fo zealous in her 
intrigues with Sweden (I mean Chauvelyn) without having fome fcheme to 
create new troubles in Europe, which they may hope to compafs from the 
rupture between the Mufcovites and the Turks ; and it is not impoffible, but 
that the delays to execute the preliminarys in Italy, and their orders for their 
troops, which were marching out fi-om thence, to ftop, may have fome rela-. 
tion to thofe broyls in Turkey, and, to the part which they apprehend the 
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emperour may take in them. In the mean time, while Mr. Finch is in Period t 
Sweden, he may take an occafion to found the minifters there, as from him- 
felfe, about their difpofition to renew the allyance with England upon the 1736. 
expiration of it, giving them to underftand, that the alterations fmce made, 
relating to commerce, to our difadvantage, muft be redrefled ; without which 
it is impoffible to treat with them : and thus we fhall gain time and fee before 
us, and have no occafion to conclude any treaty (unlefs fome unforefeen 
accidents happen to make it neceflary) that fhall be burthenfome to us, or 
offenfive to any body elfe. But we muft be attentive to the motions of France, 
and, if poflible, with caution and fecrecy difappoint her views ; which, being 
carryed on without our knowledge or confent, muft, fooner or later, affeft 
the tranquillity of Europe, and confequently rebound upon us. 

After what I have fayd relating to Denmark and Sweden, there is nothing 
to be added, with refpedt to Mufcovy, relating to engagements in the north.. 

We have a treaty, and a. very good one, of friendfhip and commerce with the 
czarina } we muft endeavour to preferve that ; and we muft avoyd going any 
farther. But the rupture between the Mufcovites and Turks, I muft own, 
merits great attention ; and altho’ we fhould not precipitate our offers to 
become the mediators, yett, in my opinion, we cannot be too defirous of 
having an end putt to that war as foon as poffible, by the joynt- mediation of 
his majefty and the States ; and, indeed, in concert with the emperour, if his- 
Imperiall majefty be difpofed to it. But, indeed, it is not our bufinefs to force 
a mediation upon either the Turks or the Mufcovites ; they muft confent, and 
fhow a reall difpofition to it : and, in that cafe, his majefty and the States 
cannot be too earneft in bringing them to an accommodation, tho’ it is poflible 
that the emperour may not, in his heart, be fo fond of it. For, by fome 
obfervations I have made from fome difcourfe of count Kinfky’s, and from; 
fome circumftances in other places, I am not clear but the Imperiall court may 
lay by, and fee whether the confequences of this rupture witb the Turks may 
not give him an opportunity to attack the Turks too, in order to gain Bofnict 
from them, which would indeed be of great advantage to the emperour : but 
he would run the hazard at the fame time, by fuch an enterprife, to draw new’ 
troubles upon him from France, who has had too much experience of the 
fervice and advantage fhe has reaped from the formidable neighbourhood of . 
the Turks to the Imperiall dominions, to fuffer that thorn to be taken out of . 
the emperour’s fide, by reducing the Turkifh empire too low. And therefore,., 
if the fuccefs of the Mufcovites againft the Tartars, and the taking of Afoph, 
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wHich will, in all likelyhood, foon fall into their hands, fliould difpofe tlie 
czarina to enter into a negociation with the Turks, and to fhow an inclination 
to have the mediation of his majefty and the States for that purpofe, and the 
Porte fhould difcover the fame intentions, I doe not think the backwardnefs of 
the emperour to it fhould make the maritime powers indifferent and cool in 
that matter. For, altho’ the emperour may think that the maritime powers 
will be obliged, as indeed they will, to zfUA him, if the French fhould fall 
upon him while he is engaged in a war with the Turks, yett it is the bufinefs 
of the maritime powers to prevent, if poffible, their being brought to that 
neceffity, and confequently to putt a flop or an end to this war between the 
Mufcovites and Turks, as foon as they can be concerned in it with honour. 
In the mean time, we mull obferve all imaginable regard for the Imperiall 
court, fo as to give them noe reafon of complaint againft us ; and fee what 
turn things are likely to take after the fuccefs of the Mufcovites j for it is 
very poffible that they may not be of the fame mind with the Imperiall court 
as to the future proceedings 'with refpeft to this war with the Turks. 

As to the affair of Bergue and Juliers, I agree with you that we mull wait for 
■the fentiments of the emperour and France, it not being pradicable for the mari- 
time powers to bring that difpute to a determination without the concurrence of 
other courts. But I think the proceedings of the States are not clearly under- 
flood in this matter. They apprehended a flame breaking out in their neigh- 
bourhood on the death of the elector palatine, who is 76 years old j they defire 
a concert of all the confiderable powers, to accommodate the different pre- 
tenders, or to prevent a war while the accommodation is negociating. Their 
Tefolutions on that head have offended the king of Pruffia j but his miniffer, 
after having feverall warm conferences and expoftulations with the deputys of 
the States, has at laft, in a conference with them, (of which you w'ill have feen 
an account lately from Mr. Trevor,) to ffiow the difpof.tion of his Pruflian 
majefty to prevent all troubles relating to the fucceffion of Bergh and Juliers, — ■ 
'has, I fay, propofed the very terms upon which he is difpofed to come to an 
accommodation, and, in my opinion, has done' it in a manner that will be dif-^ 
agreeable to the States ; efpecially if they think (as there is good reafon to 
tliink) that his Pruffian majefty may even make a great abatement of thofe terras. 
The States have taken noe ftep in anfwer to this expdfition, being in dayiy ex- 
l>e£lation of an anfwer in writing from the emperour upon their firft application 
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But fhould the emperour defer returning an anfwer much longer, decency 
towards fuch an amicable application from the king of Ptuffia muft oblige them 
to take fome refolution, which, I fuppofe, will be to lay the PrufGan propofals 
before his majefty in confidence, &c. and conclude by defiring he will concurr 
with them in employing their good offices with the refpeftive powers concerned, 
to difppfe all partys, that have any pretenfions to the fucceffion of thofe dutchies, 
to enter into a negotiation for adjufting them, his Pruffian majefty having 
fiiown his difpofition to treat about terms of accommodation for that effefl:. 
Can this be refufed them ? In Ihort, the States have noe thoughts of taking 
upon them to decide the right betw'een the different pretenders ; they have noe 
thoughts of difobliging the king of Prulfia ; they have none of making it part 
of the negotiation for the generall peace. But on the other fide, if the confi- 
derable powers of Europe for different views, the emperour, for the fake of 
keeping the contending powers in a dependance upon him, and France, for the 
fake of having an occafion of creating a new war in the empire, will plainly 
fhow that they intend to doe nothing towards determining their difpute, big 
with new troubles, upon the death of the eleftor palatine, I will not anfwer for 
the States being difpofed to concurr in the fyftem for a generall pacification, 
upon the terms of the preliminarys, when executed and layd before his majefty 
and them for their acceffion and guaranty. But this letter is already too long.- 
Tour’s affedionately, &c. 

I muft doe Mr. Finch the juftice to fay that he took feverall occafions in a 
lianfom manner to lett me fee he had no other biafs than that of ferving the 
king, and with zeal, under the adminiftration he is pleafed to employ ; and I 
gave him to underftand as civilly that the difference of opinion in fome of his 
relations would have no effed upon my friends with refped to him. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Difficulties about lord lrwyn*s petition in favouring his brother.— ~Is ordered by the 
king to prepare a projebl for a northern, league. 

DEAR BROTHER, . Hanover, July 4— 15, 1736. 

*• #' 

I return you the letter figned Cha. Hardy, and dated the ad — 13th paft, 
from Boulogne, and can only affure you that I have not the leaft notion of the 
perfon that writes it, and ftill lefs, if poflible, of the memorandum he mentions: 
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Period VI. concerning fome important tranfaftion, in which you and I are fuppofed to be 
concerned, in 1706. Having received a letter from lord Irwyn himfelfe in 
1736. favour of his brother, with a copy of the memoriall layd before the queen, I 
took an occafion to mention it to his majefty. It mett with neither a refufall 
nor a great deal of encouragement, but a generall anfwer that there ’were 
•varietj of -preteifions to he confidered. But I did not think it feafonable to ex- 
plain the whole matter according to the contents of the paper you fent me. 
The anfwer was fo fliort, and the tranfition to another caufe fo quick, that I 
was afraid at that time of doing more harm than good. The only way to 
fucceed is for the queen to recommend Mr. Ingram in her private letter, and 
you to mention his cafe and him in an handfome manner to me in an oftenfible 
one } and I will make the beft ufe I can of it. 

As foon as I waited upon the king, after the arrivall of the laft meffenger, he 
Ihowed me what he called a curious intelligence from loi [Bully] ; and while 
he perufed the draughts of my letters of correfpondence, he bid me read the 
other j and as he had finilhed his ledure before I had done mine, he took the 
paper and continued to read it to me to the end himfelfe, and then putt it into 
his pockett. But I defire noe more may be fayd of it. It will only make him 
angry; and if thofe papers, or abftrafts of them, can be fent me privately, 
well ; if not, I am contented ; for tho’ I think, by having recourfe to them 
now and then, ufefull queftions may be made, and hints given in proper places, 
yett that may be done by others ; and according to the fcheme I have framed 
to myfelfe, I fhall carry my thoughts no farther than what ordinarily occurs in 
the nature of my correfpondence during my continuation here. 

I Ihowed the king your letter containing your thoughts about a northern 
league, and Bergh and Juliers, which I am glad I did, becaufe I found the queen 
had prepared him for it, as I indeed imagined, otherwife I fliould have been in- 
clined to link it ; becaufe I forefaw that the preparing of a projefl: according 
to his majelly’s fentiments would be layd on my Ihoulders ; and I have received 
the king’s commands for doing it ; but in what manner, and to what purport, 
I doe not clearly underftand ; and I am fure it is imprafticable for us to enter 
into a new negotiation with Mufcovy without their requiring what it is impoflible 
for his majefty to grant. But I have gained foe much time that lam permitted 
to wait for the copy of our laft treaty with Rulfia from England. In the mean 
time, Mr. Tittley being arrived, and made his report to the king of the notions 
that have been fuggefted to him, he is ordered to putt them in writing ; and I 

at 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


337 


at prefent think the beft way will be to make what Mr. Titley fliall fuggeft a 
foundation of having that affair of an allyance in the north tranfmitted to Eng- 
land for the queen’s confideration by the advice of fuch lords as are ufually 
confulted on thefe occafions. Leaft the queen fliould alk you whether I have 
given an account of what his majeffy was pleafed to fay to me upon reading 
your thoughts, I fliall write you a letter oftenfible on that fubject. 

When the fcheme for a treaty fliall be put in writing, I will fend you my 
thoughts, I forefee difficultys without number. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Inform him that the king approves the opinions fuggejied in his letter. — Is dejtroiis 
to avoid expenftve and burthenfome guarantees. — Is inclined to make a treaty 
with Rujfta, — lie thinks it imprablicable to make fuch a treaty with Sweden 
and Denmark as will admit of the acceffion of Rifjia.) or to guarantee the 
pojfeffions of Ruffia without difobliging Sweden. — The king neverthelefs de- 
ftres that a deferftve treaty with Sweden and Denmark may be previoufy 
made. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hanover, July 4—15, 1736. 

I Have layd before the king your thoughts relating to a league to be made Orford 
with fome powers in the north, and to the affair of Bergh and Juliers. As / * 
to the laft, his majefty concurrs in your opinion of deferrmg the fettling, and 
even the confideration of it by a formall negotiation, untill the generall pacifica- 
tion is fully perfected. 

He likewife agrees with your notions, that care fliould be taken, in forming 
any treatys with Sweden and Denmark, not to give the leaft offenfe or umbrage 
to Mufeovy, for the reafons fett forth in your letter. The king would likewife 
avoyd expenfive and burthenfome guarantys ; and fo far from giving any occa- 
fion of fufpicion to the czarina, he is defirous of making a treaty with that 
princefs, and the chief aim and principle of it fliould be to fecure a body of 
troops to be furniflied by her to his majefty, when he fliall have an occafion 
for them, for the fecurity of his own rights and pofleflions ; and his majefty has 
been pleafed to order me to confider of a projeft for that purpofe. 

As I have not here at prefent the feverall treatys, that either anciently fub- 
fifted, or fuch as have been lately made, and are near expiring, between Great 
Britain and the refpedtive crowns of Sweden and Denmark, nor the treaty of 
VOL. in. PART HI, 'XX ftiendfliip 




53S 

Period VI « 
‘ 1734 ^ 01737 - 

173 ' 5 - 


memoirs OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

friendfhip and commerce with Mufcovy, I can’t tell upon what grounds to pro- 
ceed in turning my thoughts on this fubjedb. But by the generall notion I have 
of all thefe treatys, I believe it is irhprafticable to make fuch a defenfive ally- 
ance either with Sweden or Denmark as will admit of the acceffion of Ruffia, 
efpecially with regard to Sweden; hnce his majefty has hitherto, for fear of 
difobliging that crown, refufed to give his guaranty to the poffeffions of Muf- 
covy acquired from Sweden. 

As to a particular treaty with Mufcovy for furnifhing troops, I am afraid 
whenever his majefty fliall lliow a defire of having the help and affiftance of 
that power, and renew a negotiadon for that purpofe, the demand of a 
guaranty of all the Ruffian poffeffions by England will be renewed by the Muff 
covites ; which muft end, if granted, in difobliging Sweden ; or if not granted, 
in creating fome coolnefs between us and Ruffia. In expeftation of renewing 
the copys of the treatys from England, and of feeing what has been fuggefted 
to Mr. Titley, who is preparing it in writing, thefe are my prefent thoughts, 
which, if you think fitt, you may lay before the queen. 

'Since writing what goes before, his majefty has lett me know that he defires; 
that treatys with Sweden and Denmark Ihould take place firft, worded in a 
manner to make thein entirely defenfive, which the king thinks will convince 
the czarina that there can be no ill defign againft her, fmce no ftep is taken for 
making an advantage of her being employed at fuch a diftance with the greateft 
part of her forces, and confequetitly no offence can be taken : that room may 
be left for the acceffion of Mufcovy, and a particular article for her to furnifh 
his majefty with troops when wanted ; and that prince Cantemir, when things 
are advanced to a certain degree, may be acquainted with it and with the king’s 
defire to have at the fame time a ftridber union with this court, by agreeing for 
troops, and by improving the commerce between the two nations. And I am 
commanded by his majefty to acquaint you with this, and with his orders for 
our framing the projed of a treaty to be entered into between England, Sweden, 
and Denmark. 


THOMAS 
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THOMAS PELHAM TO ANDREW STONE. 

Views of C/jauvelin, who governs the cardinal. 

SIRj Paris, Aug. 4 , N. S. 1736. 

»^HE intelligence you fend us about the elefkor of Bavaria, if true, is very 
material. In a letter I wrote about ten days ago to Hanover, I mentioned 
that news was arrived here of the eleftor’s having given the neceffary orders for 
a free palTage to the Ruffians, and of their actually being on march through 
that prince’s territories ; but I cannot fend any confirmation of his having gone 
fo'far as to offer his contingent as eledor of the empire. 

You will fee, in my lord Waldegrave’s dilpatches, an account of a long con- 
verfation he has had this morning with the cardinal j and by the manner of his 
excellency’s relating it to me, I dare fay he forced his eminence to open him- 
felf in a very free manner ; and were the cardinal mafter of hiinfelf, great de- 
pendance might be had on the fcheme propofed for putting an end to the war, 
and for fatisfying the court of France. But unlefs monfieur Chauvelin is 
in or can be brought to the fame way of thinkigg, I would not have ouf 
friends in England flatter themfelves with the hopes of bringing fuch a projed 
to bear. 

I cannot difcover that the Garde des S^eaux’s views are as extenfive as thofc 
of cardinal Richelieu were ; nor do they feem calculated merely for aggran- 
difing the power of his mafter. But I am almoft convinced that private intereft is 
what guides his politics ; and that as long as he can with fafety to his own cha- 
rader here continue the war, (by which means he keeps at a diftance from court 
all the nobility, who might otherwife be tempted to aim at fupplanting his ad- 
miniftration, and has frequent occafions to gain friends by having the difpofal 
of moft of the military promotions,) I fay, as long as he can do it with fafety, he 
will invent new bronilleries and new embarras^ untill by fome event he fees himfelf 
enabled to make a coup dl eclat, that may eftablifli his credit at this court, and 
put it out of the power of any perfons to undermine it. Whilft he is perfuaded 
that the Dutch will not enter into any vigorous meafures, and is under no appre- 
henfions of our feparating the allies, we {hall find him untradable in any nego- 
tiation : but when he fufpeds the danger of either of thefe cafes, his hauteur 
will diminifh confiderably. 

The cardinal is not only governed by monfieur Chauvelin, but is afraid of 
ading contrary to the other’s opinion ; nay, monfieur de Steinville, who is 
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1 VI. cautious enough of fpeaking of the French minifters, told me, a few days ago, 
^ 737 - he knew that the cardinal repented having made the Garde des S5eaux 
6. mini/ire adjoint. 

The report lately of monlieur de Torcy’s gaining credit with the cardinal, 
might give rife to fuch a notion ; but monlieur Chauvelin’s being railed to fo 
high a poll made it impoffible for his eminence to employ monlieur de Torcy.. 
_As the latter is the only perfon, at prefent, the Garde des S^eaux has caufe to 
be jealous of, you may be alTured monfieur Chauvelin has put a Hop to any 
further intercourfe with that gentleman. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE:. 

Caufe of fir Luke Schaubjs journey to Paris. — Chauvelin jealous of Torcy. 

SIR, Compeigne, Auguft 3, 173S. 

CORDING to. what I had the honour of writing to you in my laft, I 

went to Paris for a day, the 17th paft, to learn whether my friend had 

been able to make any difcovery of fir Luke Schaub’s true errand : I was 
fff" alTured that it was chiefly about count Heyme’s aflFairs j and by a vifit the 
knight made me the other day, after my arrival at Paris, and what has fmce 
followed, it feems pretty much to be fo. He told me he was going to make a 
tour in Switzerland ; that he took Paris in his way to fee one Milfoneau, who 
was truftee for count Heyme’s effects here that this Milfoneau is chief clerk 
to mellieurs Paris j that he was in hopes, by this man’s means, who has a very 
fair charafter, to prevent the count’s elFefts from falling into the hands of the 
count de Saxe, a natural fon of the king of Poland’s, who had begged them 
of this court ; that in cafe he, Schaub, Ihould want my protection for the ends, 
aforefaid, he was in hopes, of it, lince he could aflure me, the faving count 
Heyme’s effeCts for his family, would be a very agreeable thing for. her 
majefty. Thus relied the afiair for five or fix days, when Schaub came 
hither ; he defired me to prefent him to the cardinal ; informed me of what 
he had to fey relating to count Heyme’s affairs j and entreated me to be 
prefent at the audiences he had of the cardinal and monfieur Chauvelyn, 
which I the. more readily agreed to, that I knew the two French, minifters. 
defired it likewife. Sir Luke found them as ready to ferve count Heyme’s 
relations as he could , defire ; fo there was no need of many inftances in their 
behalf. The cardinal invited fir Luke to dine with him, which his eminency 
. . • , could 
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could Hot avoid, becaufe his dinner was rerved whilft we were with him. He Period VI. 
faw Chauvelyn after dinner, and returned the fame night to Paris. 

I don’t find there has been any thing between the knight and the archbifliop 1736. 
of Ambrun : the latter- is- pretty cautious fince his return to Paris. I reckon 
he is on his good behaviour : the cardinal does not care much for him, and 
Chauvelyn detefts him, as the moft likely man to replace him, fhould he be 
difmiffed. 

I have try’d all I could to get monfieur de Monconfeil named for England; 
the cardinal has a good opinion of him, but thinks he is not verfed enough in 
affairs to be employed at firft at our court. He told me yefterday, in the 
utmoft confidence, that we ftiall either have monfieur de Cambis, heretofore 
ambaffador at Turin, or monfieur de Mirepoix, whom I have already men- 
tioned to you. They are both reckoned men of great honour ; and I don’t 
fuppofe would either of them give into <mr friend’s private correfpondences.. 

Cambis is to have his choice of London or Vienna ; arid Mirepoix will go to 
the port the other declines. The cardinal protefts Chauvelyn knows nothing 
yet of this tranfaction ; therefore I beg it may be ftridlly kept private till, you 
hear more from, &c. . . 

P. S. Monfieur de Cambis is to be named for England, as you will, fee ilii 
the P. S. of my letter to the duke of Newcaftle.. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBER.T WALPOLE. 

ObjeSs to a league _with the northern courts, yet fends a f rojeB for that purpofe 
drawn up by order of the king, together with a private paper on. the left con- 
mention with Denmark. — Views, of France in Sweden. — Intrigues of Johnn the 
Danijh envoy, in favour of France. — Necfjity of oppqfing the fchemes of France 
in Denmark and Sweden. — -Propriety (f appointing Mr. Titley envoy to the 
court of Copenhagen. — Mentions the prince of Orange’s deftre for the king to 
interfere in his favour.— ^Expofes the danger of that proceeding, and recommends 
delay.— King highly approves and favours the project. — Dis principal motive to 
keep the king of Priffia in. awe.. — Submits it to the conf deration of the queen and’ 
lords jujiicesi 

DEAR BROTHER,. Hanover, Auguft 5, 1756. 

■^OXJR oftenfible letter of the 25th part, relating to a defenfive alliance- Walpole- 
with the northern crowns, in which your thoughts are given in a very 
doubtfull manner, and from which no other conclufion can be drawn, but that Private., 

there. 
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Vr. there is no projeft on foot in England ; and that it is neceflary, in order to 
judge of the prudence of fuch a meafure, to have a projefl: before you ; 
5 . made it unavoidable for me to frame one. The arrivall of Mr. I’itley with 

, the fentiments of moitfieur Rofencrantz, (who is a very able and honefl 

minifter, but has loft all creditt in his court,) .the queen writing to the king in 
a manner as would pleafe him on this fubjedl, and you declaring, ■ I fuppofe to 
her majefty as well as in your letter to me, which it was proper for me to lay 
before the king, that you had no objedlion to fuch an alliance, all together 
made his majefty very impatient with me to gett fomething drawn ; tho’ your 
abfence in the country gave me an opportunity to gain fome time ; but I was 
at laft obliged to be ready by this meffenger. I entirely agree with you, that 
any thing of this nature lliould be tranfafted by a correfpondence in due form, 
rather than by a correfpondence between the king and queen privately : but 
then my ftation, and reputed itch to negotiation, will make every thing of that 
nature that paffes through my hands layd to me as the promoter and author of 
it. However, ! have, as you will fee by my difpatch to lord Harrington, done 
•as well as I can to avoyd that imputation, and alfoe to make the treaty as inno- 
cent as poflible ; and, indeed, with refpeft to other powers, free from ob- 
jeiftion, if, upon the difcovery of it, they will be perfuaded there is nothing 
worfe in it than what there really is. 

However, when I confider that we have not the leaft authentick encourage- 
ment for this ftep, from the known difpolition of any of the crowns to be con- 
cerned in it, much lefs any demand or application from them, that by the 
nature of it, and the prefent fituation of affairs with refpedl to Mufcovy, it is 
hardly poflible that court fliould accede to it ; and that it is almoft impoflible . 
to hinder that court, tho’ flie may diffemble her uneafinefs, not to refent it 
fecretly, as having a defign to putt a check and reftraint upon them ; and that 
the remedy fuggefted by the king, of taking Mufcovite troops into his fervice 
as king of England, is difficult, if not impradticable, as you will find by fome 
fhort querys I have added m the margin of that article : I fay, thefe confider- 
ations, and the confequences of them, make me by iro means forward to pufh 
this treaty on at prefent, altho’, if fuch a one ever Ihould be neceflary, what 
I have fent will be the leaft lyable to objedtion-of any thing I yett faw of that 
nature. 

Befides this letter, you have my thoughts in a paper apart inclofed, on the 
expiration of the laft convention with Denmark : our former Handing treaty 
of amity and commerce, made in, 1670, ftill fubfiftsj but I believe, upon the 

expiration 
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expiration of our laft treaty with Sweden in 1719-2©, which determines in 
1738, we fhall have no treaty of any fort fubfifling with that crown, with 
whom, I believe, all our treatys were ever made for a term of years only ; 
and therefore, we mull be thinking of what is proper to be done in that 
refpeft : and, according to my prefent thoughts, the czarina muft always be 
made acquainted with what fteps we take in that affair. 

We have undoubted intelligence here, you may eafily imagine which way, 
that the French minifters are irreconcileable to the prefent Swedilh admini- 
ftration, for having difappointed their fchemes laft year, and for their attach- 
ment to England ; and will labour to diftrefs them at the meeting of the next 
'dyett in 1 738. There as is little doubt to be made, by the conduft of monfieur 
Johnn, of which I fent you an account, that there is a French party forming 
at Denmark, and that he is entered into it; and therefore, proper attention, 
muff be had with refpeft to Sweden, that count Horn may not think that' be 
and his friends will be entirely abandoned by England ; and proper care mull 
be taken to difcover, and by great prudence and management to thwart, the ‘ 
views of France at Copenhagen ; and both thofe meafures Ihould be under- 
taken at prefent, by giving proper inftruftions, and ftrength to our minifters. 
at thofe two courts, as you will find hinted in my deliberations annexed. 

Such fteps are taking here, as, we hope, will recall rqonfieur Johnn ; and 
therefore, not only Mr. Titley’s meritt, but even the regard due' to his 
Danifli majefty, who has already named Johnn to be envoy at our court, 
Ihould engage the king to make Titley envoy : he is a very pretty man, and 
endowed with proper qualitys to make an able minifter ; and nothing lefs than 
the making him envoy will putt him in a condition to watch the motions of 
the French, and to make an intereft with the ladys that govern that court. I 
o'i^n it feems as neceffary, not only as a proper encouragement for his pall 
fuccefsfull behaviour, but to enable Mr. Finch, in concert with count Horn 
and other friends, to fupport his majefty’s influence and creditt at the Swedilh 
court, that he Ihould have a full power, and the allowance belonging to it, 
with inftru<ftions to found, as occalion lhall offer, the minifters there upon 
what foot they propofe to renew the treaty between the two crowns, without 
his giving any plan himfelfe. But it may be abfolutely neceffary that fome 
alliance Ihould be made and fettled before the meeting of the dyett, which may 
difappoint the views of the French better than if that alfembly Ihould meet with- 
out any treaty whatfoever fubfifting between England and Sweden, or no other, 
but what is ready to expire. We lhall, in the. mean time,, as events fall out, 
7 ■ . 
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Period VI. and circumftances alter, either with refpefl: to thofe two courts, or the unioci 
173+^01737. ijej-^yeen the Turks and the Mufcovites, and the general! pacification of Eu- 
rope, and according to the accounts which we Ihall receive from our minifters 
of the difpofitions in Denmark and Sweden, be able to judge whether a de- 
fenfive allyance be proper or not, without proceeding direQly upon it in the 
firft inftance. We are not to loofe our credit with thofe courts j but there is 
no need of going farther than they themfelves as yett appear to require and 
expeft } but we mull certainly renew feme treaty with Sweden. 

You will find, among my dilpatches by this meffenger, one relating to the 
prince of Orange’s requiring his majefty’s interpofition by letter to the States 
Generali in his favour, againft the violent and unjuft proceedings of the 
province of Zealand, by difpoffelling him of the marquifat of Vere and 
Vleflingaen, with the draught of a letter to be wrote by the king to the States 
for that purpofe. If any thing was to be done in that affair at this jumfture, 
yett, to he fure, that letter is not conceived in proper terms ; but I believe it 
will be heft to gain time. The greffier was laft year privately confulted, and 
he thought it would be a very imprudent and unprofitable meafure ; but his 
name muft not be mentioned. I muft own we ftiould fee firft a finall conclu- 
fion of the generall pacification, and whether and in what rnanner his majefty 
and the States are to be concerned any farther in that great work, before we 
meddle in Holland with the domeftick concerns of the prince of Orange. But 
I defire my name or opinion may not be made ufe of on this occafion, but lett 
it be the joynt fentiments of the king’s fervants, whatever may be proper to be 
done ; and delay, or a civill anfwer for the prefent, may be beft. I return 
you many thanks for the care you have taken of Mr. Barbut. 

Since writing what goes before, his majefty, having approved very much 
(which I was afraid he would not) my letter to lord H — n, inclofing, for the 
queen’s and lords’ confideration, the projeft of a defenfive alliance with the 
northern crowns, added, that he fliould write to her majefty to give all poffible 
difpatch to it. He is extremely full of it, and perfuaded it will do. His chief 
view, I believe, is to keep the king of Prullia in aw. By gaining the con- 
fidence of all the northern crowns, he will foon fett on foot an allyance with 
the king of Poland, -in the quality of their being eleflors. If it was poffible, 
by a joyntt tho’ fecret negotiation, at once to unite Mufeovy, Denmark, and 
Sweden in one treaty of mutuall defenfe with Great Britain, it would certainly 
be a great and defirable fcheme. But how to goe about it and carry it on is 
the queftion that deferves confideration ; and if that cannot be hit upon at 

prefent. 
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|)refent, the next queftion will be, what is to be fayd to the king: perhaps an Period VI. 

abfolute refufall, as well as an abfolute acceptance, of the prefent project will _^734tor73T- 

be wroiig. In ihort, I can only repeat again, that negotiations mull be kept 1736 . 

on foot ; our Danilh and Swedifh minifters muft be fent back with proper in- 

Rrufliions, (which I think not dilEcult to draw, after the fentiments of England 

are known,) for negotiating in a certain manner j and they muft be putt into 

a condition to negotiate ; and particularly the renewall of a treaty with Sweden 

muft be thought of : but if we are the feekers and propofers of it, we lhall 

give an advantage to thofe with whom we treat. But I would take noe ftep in 

ihat, without letting Mufcovy know it time enough to prevent jealoufy. In 

iliort, the king is fond of the thing, likes the projeft, and thinks he fees a 

perfed union between himfelfe and the three northern crowns. How far the 

lords will concurr in fedng that at firft view, and what they will advife his 

majefty accordingly, is the great queftion ; and there I think it is time to leave 

it after foe much trouble. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Declines laying the projed: for a northern alliance before the cabinet, — Is of opinion 
to delay the communication until the fcheme is farther advanced^ and the fenfe of 
the refpedime courts is hiown-, 

DEAR BROTHER, London, AuguftS— 17, 1736. 



fervants upon it, I was inclined to think that for the prefent it was not abfo- 
lutely neceffary to lay it before the cabinett councell, where, I apprehend, there 
would have been great difficulties, not only from the thmg itfelf, but from the 
furprife of producing fo fuddenly and all at once an affair of that confequence. 
It was therefore thought more advifable to poftpone the formal confideration 
of this affair, till matters could be better prepared, and it might be feen what 
probability there was of fucceeding in the refpeflive courts where this negotia- 
tion was to be tranfafted. In order to which it is with great fubmiflion pre- 
fumed that it may be very advifable to fend back Mr. Finch and Mr. Titly to 
their refpeftive courts, with proper inftruflions and intimations of his majeftie’s 
fentiments, that they may difcover and learn how far fuch treaties will be 
agreeable to either or both of thofe crowns, and upon what terms they will be 
willing to renew their former, or enter into new engagements with his majefty : 

VOL. ni. PART HI. ■ y y and 
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Period vr. and as their caufe and intereft is more nearly and immediately concerned, it 
1734101737. advantage to his majefty rather to hear and receive than to make 

1736- propofalls. 

If any prejudice could arife from the danger of loofing the prefent opportu- 
tunity, which there might be hazard in retrieving if now neglefted, thefe 
cautions might be avoided j but as the jealoufies that will arife in other courts, 
and the umbrage and offence that will be taken be imediate, it is worth while 
to confider whether his majefty will fubjefl: himfelf to all the inconveniencies 
that may imediately follow from fetting fuch a treaty on foot, which (as the 
courts of Denmark and Sweden are conftituted) will not be a fecrett, before he 
fees into the probability of concluding fuch a treaty as may anfwer his majef- 
tie’s reafonable hopes and expedlations. As we have above a year good before 
the expiration of the treaty with Sweden, there is time fufEcient too, upon the 
foot that our prefent alliances ftand with Denmark, which it will certainly be 
proper to think of renewing, either jointly or feparately, as circumftances and 
opportunity lhall offer : but I hope there will be no prejudice in taking a little 
time to look about us. The fcene of affairs in Europe Ihould, in my poor opi- 
nion, be a little more fettled, that we may fee who and whq is together, before 
we form newfchemes that may claflitvith we know not whom, nor how. 

The mobbs and tumults in Spittlefields are now quite over ; and it appears 
every day that the difpute with your Irilh kbourers was the true fource of the 
whole ; with this favourable circumftance, that the attempts of the Jacobites to 
carry it further did not fucceed. 

/ 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Explofion of gunpowder in Wefiminfer-hall. 

Walpole Whitehall, July 16 — 27, 1736. Your excellency will fee, by the minutes 

Papers. council which I fend you inclofed, that her majefty has been pleafed to 

order a proclamation to be iffued upon a very extraordinary infult that was 
, committed on Wednefday laft in Weftminfter hall, upon his majefty’s autho- 
rity, the whole legiflature, and the principal courts of juftice in this kiiigdom ; 
a particular relation of which the queen has ordered me to tranfmit to your 
excellency, to be laid before his mfijefty. 

On Wednefday, between one and two in the afternoon, when all the courts 
of juftice were fitting, and the judges on the bench, fome gunpowder went off, 
which made fuch a noife, flame, and fmoak, as created a general confternatioh 
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ja the hall. Upon which, at firft the bufinefs a little flopped in the refpe£live 
courts ; but they foon proceeded, till the inclofed feditious and treafonable 
paper was brought into the king’s bench by fome of the officers of the court, 
who had picked up feveral of them in Weflminfler-hall, which appeared to 
have been fcattered in the hall by the force of the gunpowder, which was made 
up in the five at^ks of parliament mentioned in the paper. It is not yet known 
in what manner the gunpowder took fire ; whether by a match that was of itfelf 
to fet fire to it, or whether the fire was put to it by any particular perfon. 
There was a perfon feen with an iron in his hand, who probably was concerned 
in it, but in the hurry and confufion he made his. efcape without being feized. 

As foon as this infamous paper was brought into the court of king’s bench, 
lord Hardwicke flopped the bufinefs, and told them that there was an affair of 
much greater confequence than the common bufinefs of the court which re- 
quired their attention. He then read the paper himfelf in open court, and 
expreffed the highefl refentment and deteflation of fuch an infult on the king 
and whole legiflature ; which his lordfhip was of opinion came very near high 
treafon. He direfted an officer of the court to go to the grand jury of Mid- 
dlefex, who were then fitting, with his orders to have the author and paper 
prefented ; which was accordingly done immediately, in the flrongefl manner* 
and I fend your excellency inclofed a copy of the prefentation. Lord Hard- 
wicke took that occafion to go through the feveral afls of parliament men- 
tioned in the paper, to fhew the reafonablenefs and neceffity of them ; and in 
the flrongefl manner to dii-edl the feveral juftices of the peafCe and magiflrates to 
inforce the execution of them, and to ufe their utmofl endeavours to difcover 
and bring to punifhment the authors and contrivers of this wicked and abomi- 
nable infult. 

As foon as ever I heard of it (which was quickly after it happened) I had her 
majefly’s orders to confult with my lord chancellor and my lord Hardwicke 
what might be proper to be done, to fl.ew the refentment of the government, 
and for the difcovering and punifhing the offenders ; and we agreed humbly to 
offer our opinion to her majefly, that a proclamation fliould be ordered- in 
council, promifing a very confiderable and great reward for difcovering the. 
perfons concferned in it, and inforcing the neceffity of the execution of the laws 
in fuch a manner as may, for the future, deter any perfons from fuch fads as 
thefe, and may prevent any ill confequences from this bold and wicked attempt 
to alienate and inflame the minds of his majefly’s faithfull fubjeds. And as no 
time was to be lofl., the proclamation was yeflerday . ordered in council j and 
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Period VI. ' another council was held this day for the ilTuing it. I fend you inclofed a copj 
1734^0 1737- of the proclamation, which will be publiflied to -morrow in all the gazettes, and 
1736 . which her majefty hopes will have the king’s approbation. 

Being obliged to write to your excellency upon this fubjeft, I cannot but 
beg leave to exprefs my utmoft abhorrence of this wicked and traiterous delign, 
calculated to infufe the vileft and moft unjufl; fuggeftions in the minds of his 
majefty’s fubjefts upon the wife and neceflary proceedings of the legiflature ; 
and I beg his majefty would be alTured, that no care_or attention lhall be want- 
ing on, my part, to fift this affair to the bottom, and to bring the authors of it 
to that punifliment they deferve. I have given Mr. Paxton fearch warrants for • 
fearching the printing Ihops of fuch perfons as there is reafon to fufpeft. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

On the explojton of gunpowder, — Riots in Spittlejields about employing Irijhmen,. 

DEAR BROTHER, London, July ^9— Auguft 9, 1736. 



town, the abfence of the duke of Newcaftle, upon account of the death of 
lady Lincoln, and moft of the other lords, being difperfed, has made it unne- 
ceffary to trouble you with any occurrences from hence, till the late diforders 
that have happened this week made it proper that his majefty Ihould be ac- 
quainted with the true ftate of what has happened. You will have been 
acquainted with the infolent affair at Weftminfter-hall, and the meafures that 
have been taken thereupon. Since ray coming to town, I have been endea- 
vouring to trace out the authors and managers of that vile tranfadlion, and there 
is no reafon to doubt but the whole was projefted and executed by a fett of low. 
Jacobites, who talked of fetting fire to the gallery built for the marriage of the 
piincefs royall, by a preparation which they call a phojphorus, that takes fire from 
the air. Of this 1 have had an account from the fame fellpw that brought me 
thefe and many fuch fort of intelligencies. He has promifed to give a more 
particular account, but declines giving evidence. 

At the fame time there are great endeavours ufing by the fame fort of inftru- 
ments to inflame the people, and to raife great tumults upon Michaelmas-day, 
when the ginmadl takes place ; and as thefe lower forts of Jacobites appear at 
this time more bufy than they have for a great while, they are very induftrious,. 
and taking advantage of every thing that offers, to raife tumult and diforders. 
among the people. An inftance of this has happened this week, in which they 

have 
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Save undoubtedly mixed and promoted, altho’ I am not of the opinion that Period VL 
they were the firft authors and inftruments of thefe riotts and tumultuous mobbs. ,^734toi737* 

On Monday night laft, there was an appearance of numbers of people being r736» 
affembled in a very diforderly manner at Shoreditch near Spittlefields. Their 
cry and complaint was of being under-worked and ftarved by the Irilh : Down 
with the Irijh, he. But that night the numbers were not very great, and they 
difperfed of themfelves without doing any mifehief. 

It is neceflary here to explain what is meant by this complaint againft the 
Irilh, which is founded upon greater numbers than ordinary, as is faid, of Irifli 
being here, and not only working at hay and corn harveft, as has been ufual,^ 
but letting themfelves out to all fort of labour conliderably cheaper than the 
Englilh labourers have; and numbers of them being imployed by the weavers 
upon the like terms. This laft particular, together with an incident that hap- 
pened in thofe parts, is thought to have occafioned the feene being laid at that 
end of the town. They are building a new church at Shoreditch, where, I am 
told, the mafter workmen difeharged at once a great number of all forts of 
labourers, and took in at once Irilh men, who ferved for above a third lefs per 
day ; and this I am at prefent, and as yett of opinion, is the principal caufe of 
the unealmefs that has ftirred up the mob, or at leaft, I think, is the only caufe 
that great numbers of them know any thiiig of. 

Upon this pretence the tumult began on Monday night. On Tuefday even- 
ing they affembled again in greater bodies, and v/ere, about feven a clock, 
thought to be above two thoufand in number. They now grew more riotous ; 
they attacked a publick houfe kept by an Irilhman, where the Irifli reforted and 
victualled, broke down all the doors and windows, and quite gutted the houfe. 

Another houfe of the fame fort underwent the fame fate. By this time (thefe 
places being without the jurifdidion of the citty) the magiftrates and deputy- 
lieutenants of the Tower Hamletts were affembled, to endeavour to difperfe 
them. The proclamation was read; but the mob, wholly regardlefs of the 
proclamation, increafed every minute, and were thought to b6 about four 
thoufand ftrong. The magiftrates, upon this, gave orders for railing the 
militia ; and in the mean time the deputy lieutenants wrote to the commanding 
officers in the Tower, to fend to their affiftance fuch a number of the guards as 
they could fpare; upon which an officer,, with about 50 men, was fent by 
major White. Upon the appearance of the guards, the mob retired, fhifted 
from one ftreet and alley to another, and gave no refiftance ; and by break of 
day were all difperfed. All Wednefday, things remained very quiet, untill the 
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evening., when the mob rofe again to as great a number ; but the miiltia of the 
Tower Hamletts- being then railed, marched againft them ; but the mob in the 
fame manner retii'ed before them whenever they came, and gave not the leaft 
refiftance. The deputy lieutenants upon this wrote to the officers of the Tower 
that they did not want their affiftance ; and in this fituation things remained all 
Wednefday night ; the mob continuing together in great bodies untill the ap- 
proach of the militia, but as conftantly running away upon fight of them, and 
fo difperfed themfelves before the morning. 

The deputy lieutenants were with me this morning, and defired no further 
orders than what had been allready given, that the guards of the Tower might 
affift them if neceffary. My lord mayor, fir John Williams, was likewife with 
me, and gave the ftrongeft aflurances of his zeal and refolution to difcharge 
his duty, if the diforders fpread in the citty. 

I fent feverall perfons both nights to mix with the mob, and to learn what 
their cry and true meaning was ; and by all accounts the chief and original 
grievance is the affairs of the Iriffi, and fo underftood by the generality of the 
mob,; but in feverall quarters, the ginmafl: was cried out againft } in fomefew, 
words of difaffedion were thrown out ; and one body of men, of about eighty, 
were led on by a fellow that declared for liberty and property. It is faid that 
money was difperfed both nights, but that does not as yett appear to b© certain. 
But altho’ the complaint of the Irilh was the firft motive, the Jacobites are 
blending with it all other difcontents, endeavouring to ftir up the diftillers and 
ginn-retailers, and to avail themfelves of the fpiritt and fury of the people. 

P. S. July 30th. I have now received an account of what paffed laft night. 
It was between ten and eleven before any number at all appeared in bodies ; 
they did not amount to 300 ; they fled before the militia from place to place 
without any refiftance, or doing any mifchief but defacing one weaver’s hoyfe, 
who, they faid, had employed Irilh journeymen. I believe there is now an end 
of this buftle, and fo I hope will all attempts end to difturb the peace of his 
majeftie’s governntent. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Riof in Spittlejields. 

Whitehall, Auguft 5 — 16, 1736. As your excellency will have feen by the 
news-papers that there have been fome tumultuous meetings of the mob, fome 
jiights laft week, in the neighbourhood of Spittlefields, I thought you would not 
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diflike to have a particular and true account of it. It has been cufliomary, for 
fome year s paft, for numbers of Irifhmen to come over to England, to v'ork in 
the harveft ; and fome of thefe people having, from time to time, been employed 
as journeymen by the mailer weavers and other artificers in Spittlefields and 
the adjacent parts, and having hired themfelves for that purpofe at lower rates 
than are ufually given to journeymen in England, many . of the poorer fort of 
people, (who by this means found that they fhould either want employment, or 
be obliged to work for lefs wages than they were ufed to do,) on the 27th paft, 
gathered together in a tumultuous manner, and attacked a publick-houfe in 
Spittlefields, where, the Irifhmen ufed to refort and to eat, the windows and doors 
of which they broke, and drove the inhabitants out of it ; and the fame night 
they alfo attacked another houfe in the like manner and upon the fame account. 

The magiftrates immediately affembled together, and gave direftions for 
raifing the militia ; but as it would require fome time before they could get 
ready to march, they applied for the alliftance of a party of the Tower guard; 
and the commanding officer accordingly fent out a fmall detachment, at the firft 
appearance of which the mob immediately difperfed, and were quiet for that 
night. During this whole difturbance the cry of the mob was againft the Irilh, 
and no mark of difaffedlion to the. government appeared. However, as it was 
thought necelTary that the earlieft and moft effeftual care fhould be taken for 
putting a flop to thefe riotous proceedings, the number of the Tower guard was 
increafed, and fmall parties of them and the militia patrbled for fome nights in 
thofe parts where the difturbances had happened. This had fo good an effeft, 
that (except on Friday the 30th paft, when the mob attempted to gather to- 
gether again, but were immediately difperfed, and fome of the rioters fecured,. 
who have been fince . committed to Newgate) every thing has been perfectly 
quiet. The militia is now difcharged, and for feveral nights paft there has been 
no patrole in the ftreets, nor any appearance of the leaft attempt to make any 
further difturbance. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE.. 

Highly approves paper on the northern treaty. — Apologifes for^ and fubmits it 
to the queen, who promifes to write to the king. — Irijh tumults, -and gin ad:. 

DEAR BROTHER, London, Auguft 6— 17th, 1736., 

'IT^HEN I came to confider the projeft of the .treaty which you fent over, 
and had perufed your paper upon that fubjedl, I was fo fully confirmed 
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in my own opinion, that it was not proper to be too hafty in proceeding at 
prefent upon that affair, that I found it neceffary to convince the queen like- 
wife 5 which I had no ways of doing fo effedlually as reading your paper to 
her, which, as it was xmpofhble it Ihould not, had the defired effeft ; and 
fhe will write to the king by this melfenger in the fame manner as I now 
write to you. I afk your pardon for fhowing the queen that paper ; but it ap- 
peared to me fo perfed a Hate of that great queftion, and fo -unanfwerable, 
that I thought I fliould be inexcufable if I did not. She has promifed me not 
to lett the king know there was any fuch thing there- I am fure the good it 
has done will juftifie me, who could not have promifed myfeif the like fuccefle 
any other way. 

There have been great endeavours to have blown this Irilh tumult into a gene- 
rail diforder : and there is ftiil reafon to have fome apprehenhons upon the giim 
ad’s taking place. But I really think what has pafled a favourable indication 
■that people are not fo ready as the Jacobites flatter themfelves, to join in 
generall riotts j altho’it is very doubtfull what may happen on Michaelmas 
day. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Approves of his anfwer to the complaints made by, cardinal Fleury againji the conduSi 
of the Britifh minijiers abroad.-— Objects to the praBicability of an alliance be- 
tween England and France, from ihe oppofttion it would meet with from 
Chauvelin, 

MY LORD, Hanover, Aug. B — 19, 1736. 

JJy|ONEY the meffenger brought me, the i6th inftant N. S. from England, 
your excellency’s moft private letter of the 3d, giving an account of a 
very particular and remarkable converfation which had palled between you and 
the cardinal, occalioned by the prefent Hate of affairs in Europe, which I have 
laid before the king ; and am to acquaint you that his majefty extremely ap- 
proved the general anfwers which you gave his eminenc-e, when he endeavoured, 
in return for the confidence he had made you of the profped he had -of a fpeedy 
conclufion of the peace, to -learn the king’s fentiments as to the part his majefty 
might intend to take with regard to the general pacification 5 and alfo the pro- 
per reply your excellency made to the infmuations which the cardinal let fall of 
his majefty ’s miniftfers in foreign courts having xonftanfly fliewn their ill-will 
•towards France. 


Your 
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Your excellency put in a true light the king’s conduft during the 'whole ne- 
gotiation between the courts of Vienna and France, and his fincere defire, of 
which he had given undoubted proofs as'occafion had offered, to fee an honour- 
able and lafting peace eftabliflied in Europe ; as well as the malicious endea- 
vours of thofe who, wanting to keep up a coolnefs between the two courts, 
niifreprefented, without any fads or the leafl: foundation of truth, the beha'wour 
of his majefty’s minifters abroad. If your excellency fhould think it neceffary 
to touch upon thefe topicks again with the cardinal, as what his eminency may 
exped from your having given an account of the cohverfation between you, 
you will repeat what you have already faid from yourfelf, as the real fentiments 
of the king. That as there can be no greater evidence of his moft earneft 
wiflies to fee the tranquillity of Europe eftablifhed than his majefty has Ihewn 
by his early approbation of the preliminarys, at the fame time declaring his 
readinefs to concurr in fettling the peace upon thofe terms ; and without having 
given the leaft interruption fince to the meafures negotiated for carrying them 
into execution, and for bringing the whole to a happy conclufion j fo it is im- 
poffible for his majefty to explain more precifely his intentions, or to give your 
excellency or any of his minifters abroad any particular inftrudions as to the 
part the king is difpofed to take, until the refult of what has been tranfaded 
for fo many months without his participation fhall have been fairly laid before 
him, and examined and confidered by him, and he fhall have been informed of 
what may be defired and expeded from him ; his majefty ftili continuing in the 
fame unalterable principles he has always purfued, of contributing all in his 
power to confolidate a work that fhall appear to be founded upon the preferva- 
tion of the balance of power, and agreeable to the intereft and fafety of his outx 
fubjeds. 

You will Id his eminency know, that the king likewife approved what you 
had faid to him with refped to the malicious defigns of thofe that fuggeft to 
him groundlefs refiedions upon the condud of his majefty’s minifters abroad 
with regard to France ; that neither their orders nor adions correfponded in 
the leaft with fuch vile afperfions ; that if the king would give as much atten- 
tion as he was forty to find the cardinal did to infinuations made to him againft 
France of the fame nature, there would be no end of complaints and griev- 
ances. But if his eminency would treat fuch low and vile artifices ■with the 
&ne contempt the king does, they would foon iofe their aim and come to 


aothing- 

VOn. III. PART HI, 


But 


3 ^ 3 ' 

tenod. VI. 
17 3410173^. 

1736.- 


z- Z 



354 


Period VI. 
1734101737. 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

But it is poffible that the cardinal, altho’ fatisfied with thefe general terras on 
thofe heads, may expeft a more particular anfwer to the fcheme he opened t€> 
your excellency of a Uriel alliance between England and France, to check the 
ambitious defigns of the emperor, and to keep in awe the reftlefs fpirit of the 
queen of Spain to aggrandize her own family : upon which I am to let your 
excellency know that his majefty thinks your obfervations upon this fcheme are 
^'ery judicious. But whatever may be the real motives and views of this re- 
markable overture from his eminency at this jimflure, in order to parry or 
fruftrate on one fide the cardinal’s defign, if it was calculated purely to difeover 
his majefty’s intentions with regard to foreign friendfhips and allyances, and that 
France may take her meafures accordingly abroad ; and not to difoblige his 
eminency on the other, by an abfolute refufal of it, in cafe his defire of mak- 
ing a particular allyance between his majefty and France, for the prefervation- 
of the peace, be fincere j although it would be impoffible to come into it, 
were there no other reafon than what your excellency mentions, viz. that 
however good the cardinal’s intentions may be, his colleague, Chauvelin, will 
difappoint us in reaping any advantage from them ; it is his majefty’s plea- 
fure, if you think you cannot avoid faying fomething to him on this particu- 
lar point, without creating a good deal of jealoufy and uneafinefs in the 
cardinal, ihould you be abfoiutely filent upon a propofition in appearance fo 
plaufible and friendly, that you Ihould take occafion to let his eminency 
know that his majefty is fully perfuaded of his views for reftoring peace 
to Europe being fincere, and heartily wiihes with the cardinal that it may. he 
eftabliflied upon fuch a foot as to be lafting, of which the king can frame, no 
judgment at prefent, untill he fees the whole work finiJfhed and compleated. 
That his eminency muft be convinced that his majefty, in all times, has, in the 
quality of elector, been very zealous to maintain the rights and libertys of the 
empire, and as king of Great -Britain, the balance of power in Europe, againft 
any ambitious defigns of the Imperial court and that the experience which the 
emperor has had of finding a conftant oppofition to all fuch attempts will, his 
majefty hopes, make him extremely cautious and backward in entertaining for 
the future any thoughts of that kind. That his majefty is as fenfible as the 
cardinal can b& of the reftlefs temper of the queen of Spain in favour of her fa- 
mily ; but hopes that without the encouragement and fupport of fome other 
prince, which he flatters himfelf Ihe will not meet with after the peace is fully 
eftablilhed, it will not be in her power alone to break it. That while the ftrifteft 
■ union 
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Biiion and concert of meafures fubfifted between Great Britain and France, and Period VI. 
conftaritly ever fince, his majefty’s actions muft have made it evident to the cardi- 7 34^0^7 37- 
nal, as well as to all the world, that the prefer vation of the tranquillity and i73*5. 
equilibre of Europe, upon which the intereft and fafety of Great Britain de- 
pends, is what the king has always had moft at heart. That the variety of 
treatys and tranfa^tions that France has had with feveral powers of Europe fome 
time before the breaking out of the late troubles, and the complicated and per- 
plexed negotiations for the execution of the preliminarys with the different' 
princes concerned in them, of all which his majeftyhas as yet had no participa- 
tion, makes it impoffible for the king to judge and determine what meafures or 
what allyances fliall be moft proper for preferving the tranquillity and balance 
of Europe, until the' whole plan of the peace, perfeftly finilhed, fhall have been 
propofed to him. And when that fhall be the cafe, he will not be backward to 
appear and concurr in fupporting it, if it anfwers thofe great and delireable 
ends, by fuch means as lhall feem moft neceffary and expedient, when the fitua- 
tion of things, and of the different powers interefted in this great affair with 
Tefpeft to one another and to the reft of Europe, fhall appear in a true light. 

In the mean time, the cardinal may be affured that he will always find his 
majefty difpofed, upon thefe principles, to preferve a good underftanding and 
friendfhip with the moft chriftian kingj and as he is fully convinced of the fame 
inclination on his eminency’s part, he cannot forbear expreffing his concern for 
having feen feveral good things, at firft projeAed and promoted by the cardinal 
under the greateft fecrecy, at laft difappointed by the after-knowledge and ma- 
nagement of others, who ad upon different views from his eminency. And 
laftly, you will let the cardinal know, that, as tliis is to be looked upon only as 
aprivate correfpondence betwixt your excellency and me, for learning and com- 
municating to each other the fentiments of the king and of his eminency, it lhall 
be kept an inviolable fecret here, there being not the leaft doubt ofthe fame being 
obferved by the cardinal, according to the promife he made you on bis part. 

Your excellency, who is upon the fpot, and will feel the cardinal’s temper in 
-difcourfing with him on this fubjed, muft .be, his majefty thinks, the beft judge 
in what manner and how far you may proceed in delivering the king’s fenti- 
ments upon it, in which his majefty’s chief aim is to avoid the entring into the 
negotiation for a particular allyance with France, which can certainly never 
fiicceed, nor have a good eft'ed, as long as the influence of monfieur Chauvelin 
Cooner or later will prevail ; and at the fame time not to give the cardinal reafon 
to be jealous of his majefty’s intentions, and to fufped, by our declining to 
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Period VI. clofe with his propofal, that the king is determined to make allyances with other 
powers independant of France. 

1736. The king is extremely pleafed to learn -by your private and particular letter 
to the duke of Newcaftle of the 5th inftant N. S. that monfieur de Cambis will 
be foon appointed ambalTador to England ; his majefty looking upon it, from 
the charafter he has had of that gentleman’s principles and temper, as a fur- 
ther proof of his eminency’s inclination to preferve a good underftanding be- 
tween the two crowns, of which you will take proper notice to the cardinal, i£‘ 
your excellency thinks fit. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Sir Everard Faivkener*s full powers to mediate between' the Turks and Ruffans.—-*- 
Mentions it as the general opinion in England not to be too precipitate in offerings 
but to be ready to accept the rnediation if propofed. — Thinks the tutnults in Spittle-^ 
fields at an end, , ^ , 

DEAR HORACE, Augufl: 20--*3i, 1736. 

Walpole J Suppofe you will receive by this meffenger the opinion which the committee 
Papers. lords prefumed to give to the queen upon the mediation between the 

Turks and Mufcovites. They -did not perfift to objeff againft fending the 
general full powers to fir Everard Faulkener, if they were exprefsly reftrifted to 
his not afting, nor undertaking any thing without the expreffe requifition and 
demand of both the parties. What is chiefly apprehended is, lealt, if fir Eve- . 
rard Faulkener Ihould be authorifed by any orders or inftrudlions to ofier the 
mediation of the king at the inftance of the Port only, or to join in . any pro- 
pofal to be made by Mr. Calkoen for “that purpofe, without or before the me- 
diation is equally accepted or defired by the czarina, we may be engaged in 
meafures that muft confequentially be difagreeable to the Ruffians, if not de- 
clared by them previoufly to be agreeable, and what they defire. 

It is very plain that the joint-conference between the grand vifier and the 
two minifters was the foie aft, and procured by the management of Mr. Cal- 
koen. The confequence of which was, by the eagemefs of the Dutch minifter, 
carried further than was necelTary or perhaps advifable, and fir Everard was 
unavoidably drawn in' to go along with him fome lengths further than I 
ijiink was to be wifhed ; and I hope the reception of his correfpondence with 
Mr. R'ondbau may not prove this to be true, and that we fhali not be found to 
have given diftafte to the czarina, who will conftrue our officioufnefs to inter- 
pofe unafked a partiality to the Port, and an attempt to flop the progrefs of her 
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arms in a courfe of fuccefs, when flie hs-s moft evidently declined giving us 
the trouble of a mediation. This fort of reafoning prevails very much here, 
not that there is any objedllon to the maritime powers becoming mediators,^ 
when they are reafonably and properly defired by both parties to undertake 
that province, and till then the voluntary tender of our fervices cannot poffibly 
be of any ufe. But it is the unanimous and natural opinion of every body 
here, that we may be too precipitate in offering what we may be juftifiable xof 
accepting. 

I am now taking the opportunity of a leifure hour to acquaint you how I; 
apprehend this matter hands, but do not know for certain whether the, full 
powers will be fent by this meffenger (the duke of Newcaftle being gone to the 
Lewis horfe-races). ; but general full powers are agreed to, under thereftridion 
of being defired by both parties ; and for my own part, I think you may as 
well hope to break in upon the conftancy of two lovers in the honey-moon, as 
to hop the career of two powers juft engaged in war, in the heat of their re- 
fentment, and before they have had time to feel-, to refled, and grow cool. I 
fliall add but one word more. It was never thought here that the emperor 
could or would become, an imediate mediator, but that was no objedion to 
thofe that were not in hafte to drive on a mediation which was thought prema- 
ture ; but after what has paffed, I think full powers muft be fent, under proper 
reftridions and inftrudions, and not confined to the conjundion of the emperour. 

The tumults and diforders here are quite at an end j and I think, without 
flattering ourfelves, this favourable inference may be drawn, that the induftry 
of the Jacobites was not able to improve this truly Irilh incident into a more 
general confufion. Various are the reports, and fome apprehenfions that 
new troubles may arife on Michaelraas-day, the commencement of the ginn- 
ad ; but I am fully fatisfied that hitherto there is no formed defign ; and what 
feems to me moft probable is, that the lower fort of brandy-lhops, whofe po- 
verty fecures them from the penalties of the law,, may continue to fell in de- 
fiance of the law, and in. hopes that no body will think worth their while to^ 
profecute them for what they cannot poffibly recover.. . 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

F«// powers for the mediation between the Porte and Ktffia will be forwarded,-^- 
Reeommends. caution in not prejjing the offer of mediation. 

London, September 3 — 14, 1736. The laft meffenger brought me the 
packett with, the feveral inclofures j and when I do not anfwer all your letters 
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Period 'VI. coiiftantly and regularly, it is when I do not think there is any occafion for itt 
^734^01737’ and as both the fecretarys correfpond regularly with you, I do not fee the ufe of. 

1736. writing the fame things at the feme time, if no particular occahon requires it. . 

As to the bufinefs of the mediation between the Port and Mufcovy, you 
will now have the full powers; which I dare fey will come foon enough. 
That affair has taken its own train, and Ihows plainly that for fome time there 
will be no room for our interpofition. And, by the account that mbnfieur 
Bruyninx has fent of the inftru£lions fent to monfieur Tallman from Vienna, 
the declaration he is ordered to make, can be looked upon at the Port as no' 
lefs. than the forerunner -X)f the emperor’s taking part in the war againft the 
Turks, if they do not comply with all the demands of the Ruffians ; which 
makes me ftill think we had better keep ourfelves free from all engagement, or 
being concerned, till we are required by both ; and fee plainly for whom and 
againft whom we are to be employing our voluntary fervices. 

THE EARL 'OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

.Reqii^s the Gutter* 

SIR* September a6, 1736. 

“Waldegrave my lord Berkley’s death, a fecond garter is become vacant. I hope, 

from the marks I have already had of your favour and friendfhip,' and 
Draught, from nay unalterable attachment to you, that you will be fo kind on this occa- 
ficaa.as to ^eak to the king in my behalf. l ean affure you that fuch a mark 
of approbation of my condudt from home would not only raife my credit 
here, but put it much more in my power to ferve his majefty, and to check 
^iChauvelin. ^the infolehce of our quondam friend *, but now our greatefl: enemy, than you 
would perhaps imagine. In whatever light you are pleafed to put my molt 
humble requeft, I fhall think myfelf fure of fuccefs, if you are pleafed to un- 
dertake it ; and lhall ever acknowledge it with the utinoft gratitude. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


0 « the riots .occq/loned -by - the gin abt. 

DEAR. BROTHER, London, September 30— -OA. 11, 1736. 



expeftations, concerning the firft and immediate 'confequences that might attend 
the commencement of the .gin aft, becaufe it was difficult at fome limes to 
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form aiiy probable opinion of what might happen; and at other times', and efpe- 
dally lately, it appear’d a great deal more reafonable that there would not be 
any trouble or diforder at all; untill about the middle of laft week, I then began, 
to receive again accounts from all quarters of the town that the Jacobites were 
bufy and induftrious in endeavouring to itir up the common people, and make 
an advantage of the univerfal clamour that prevailed among the populace at the 
approaching expiration of this darling vice. The fcheme that was laid was, for 
all the diftillers that were able, to give away gratis, to all that fliou’d alk for it, 
as much ginn and ftrong waters as they fliou’d defire;, and the great dillillers 
■were to fupply all the retailers and fmall {hops with as much as they fhou’d 
want to be diftributed and given away in like manner. The {hops were tb 
begin to be opened on Tuefday evening, the eve of Michaelmas-day, and to be 
continued and repeated on Wednefday night, that the mobb, being made thus 
drunk, might be prepar’d and ready to comitt any fort of mifchief;; and in 
carder to this, anonymous letters were fent to the diftillers and town retailers in- 
all parts of the town, to inftruft them, and incite them to rife and join their 
friends, and do as their neighbours did. Four of thefe letters have fallen into 
my hands, which the perfons to whom they were directed difcovered and 
brought to us : and by the excife olEcers that go round the to'wn I am inform’d 
that letters to the fame purpofe were dropt, and * to moft of the diftillers in all 
quarters. , Thofe we have feen diifer very little from each other in the tenour 
and fubftance, and the ftrong criminal expreffibns are in all the fame, only 
tranfpofed. In fuch as were lefs formal, and not fo labour’d, the word was 
given fir Robert and fir Jofephf. Upon the information, the queen was pleafed 
to give fuch orders to the guards as you will have had an account of, which 
have had the defign’d effed, and in the opinion of all mankind are thought to 
have prevented the greateft mifchief and diforder s that have of late been known 
or heard of, at leaft we ha'v® the fatisfaflion to ■ have our raeafures univer- 
fally applauded. 

I muft beg leave to fay, there have been infinite care taken to obferve and 
watch all their motions for above a month paft ; and upon the turn that the 
Spittlefields riotts took, I think I may aifirm, that the whole fpiritt was at once 
dalhed and feemed to have been totally laid afide ; but upon the contrary 
fuccefs at Edinburgh, the fire kindled anew, and nothing lefs than fuch vigor- 
ous meafures could have prevented the evil, which I hope now is put an end 
to. But the murmuring and complaints of the common peopld, for -want of 
giftn, and the great fufferings and lofs of the. dealers in fpirituous liquors id 
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;7i. general, have created fuch uneafmefs, that they well deferve a great deal of 
attention and confideration. And I am not without my appreihenfions, that 
. a non-obfervance of the law in fome may create great trouble ; and a fullen 
acquiefcence and prefent fubmiffion in others, in hopes of gaining redrefs by 
parliament, may lay the foundation of very riotous and mobbifh applications 
when we next meet. 

Oflober ift. That lafl: night is likewife pall over in perfed quiett, altho* 
.the patroles in the ftreets were taken off. 


2.ETTERS RELATING TO THE TUMULTS AT EDINBURGH ON THE 
MURDER OF CAPTAIN PORTEOUS. 

MAJOR GENERAL MOYLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Onthsmurder of captain Porteous^ 

MY LORD, EdinhargK, September the 9th, 1736. 

le J Think it my duty to acquaint your grace with what happened here laft 

^ Tuefday night, about a quarter of an hour after ten. Being then in my 
bed, colonel Pears, who commands lieutenant-general Sabine’s regiment in the 
Caimongate, came and told me he heard there was a great difturbance in the 
city, on which I immediately ordered him to affenible the fix companies quar- 
tered here, and to parade them near the guard in the Cannongate, and to fend 
for the three companies from Leith, which was done with as much expedition 
as poflible, for fome of the companies are quartered a great diftance from the 
Cannongate. I dreffed myfelf as foon as poffible in order to joyn the regiment. 
I was fcarce dreffed when Mr. Lindefay came to me, and told me there was a 
great ip.oh in the city- 

It then wanted but fourteen minutes of eleven. He affured me they had got 
poffeffion of the city gates, and that with much difficulty he got out at a fmall 
wicket, and was obliged to come round by the Xing’s Park. He made no de- 
mand of a guard to affift them^ but I told him I had ordered the regiment to 
ibe under arms, but that I could not force any of the town gates, or give orders 
for attacking the mob^ without a legal authority from the lord juftice clerk, or 
fome other .of the lords of the jufticiary, for it was from one of them I had 
received all orders relating to the military, fince I came into the country. I 
then alked Mr. Lindefay if lord juftice clerk or any other of the lords of the 
lufticiary were in town. His anfwer was, that neither the juftice clerk or lord 
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Royfton was in town, but lord Newhall was ; but there was no getting to him; 
on which, knowing the juftice clerk lived but two miles and a half off the town, 
I defired Mr. Lindefay to write immediately to him for his directions, what he 
would have the troops do ; and fent the letter by my own fervant, who gal- 
loped all the way. My lord being in bed, he got no anfwer from him till near 
one of the clock. The letter was directed to Mr. Lindefay, fo I never faw the 
anfwer ; and long before it came, the poor man was hanged by the mob. By 
what I lince hear he was executed before Mr. Lindefay came to my houfe, for 
they got him out of prifon a little after ten. 

It was a great overfight that the poor man was not put into the caftle as foon 
as his repreive came for him, that being the only place to fecure him- from the 
rage of the mob. This unheard-of barbarity had been concerting feveral days ; 
and I am furprifed the magiftrates were not more upon thdr guard. The town 
fouldiers, inftead of refilling, delivered their arms to the mob. The turnkey 
of the prifon owned he had a hint given him in the morning that the prifon 
wou’d be attempted to be break open that night, and that he acquainted 
the gaoler of it, and defired him to make it known to the lord provoft, that 
care might be taken to prevent it. The magiftrates were drinking together in 
the Parliament-clofe when the mob firft affembled, but did not take care to read 
the proclamation, which was a very great neglecft in them. On their fufpeft- 
ing the mob would rife that night, the care of the port next to the Cannongate 
ought to have been immediately put under the guard of the king’s forces, and 
then the communication between the city and fubburbs would have been kept 
open. 

I have to add, that had the troops forced their way into the town by demo- 
lilhing one of the gates, without a legal authority, your grace would foon have 
had a terrible complaint from the magiftrates. The regiment here fre much 
fatigued, having lain two nights on their arms. I can’t but mention to your 
grace that this is the third prifoner, within the memory of man, that has been 
taken out of a talbooth here, and barbaroufly murdered by the mob. They 
charge me with procuring Porteous’s repreive, and threaten to murder me in 
my bed, or fet fire to my houfe ; but I defpife them all. I don’t hear that any 
of the criminals are yet apprehended, tho’ well known by many of the inhabit- 
ants of the town. 
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Narrative of the tumult at Edinburgh, on Tuefday the jth day of September 
Sent by Andrew Fletcher* to the duke of Newcaftle. 

Friday, the 3d day of September, the lords of jufticiary ferved an order upon 
the magiftrates, intimating a repreive for John Porteous, for fix weeks. On 
Saturday, the 4th, there was a furmize that a mob intended to fet fire to the 
prifon on Wednefday night, the 8th of September, if Porteous was not exe- 
cuted that day purfuant to his fentence. This was carefully inquired into by the 
magiftrates, but they could not difcover any foundation for the report. On 
Tuefday the 7th, about a quarter before ten at night, the magiftrates had no- 
tice that a few boys had feized the drum of the fuburb of Weftport, and beat 
it in the Grafs-market, within the city. About fix minutes before ten they fent 
to the captain of the guard, to have his guard immediately under arms j but a 
few minutes before the clock ftruck ten, a mob fuddenly rufhed in upon and 
furprked the guard, and at once drove them from the guard-room and feized 
all their arms, being ninety firelocks in number, befides feveral Lochaber axes,, 
and diftributed thbm among themfelves, and almoft at the fame time made- 
themfelves mafters of all the gates of the city. 

The lord provoft and magiftrates hereupon immediately difpatched Patrick 
Lindifay, efq. late provoft of Edinburgh, to general Moyle. This gentleman, 
who was well known to the general, finding the Nether Bow Port fhut, and in 
poffeffion of the mob, made ftiift to get out at the Potter Row Port, and went 
through the park, and got to the general’s houfe at Abbay-hill a quarter before 
eleven. The general, having notice before of the mob at the Nether Bow, had 
ordered ail the men in the Canongate and Weftport to be under arms ; and 
upon provoft Lindifay’s application, likewife ordered up the three companies 
from Leith, to join thofe in the Canongate ; but in regard that all the gates 
were locked up and barricaded by the mob, refufed to allow any man to march 
without a warrant from the lord juftice clerk, or a lord jufticiary, who happened 
then to be all out of town. 

Immediately after the mob had feized the guard, they attacked the goal ; 
and the magiftrates, with feveral of the members of council and deacons of 
crafts, attempted to difperfe them ; but the mob threw ftones fo violently at 
them, and threatened to fire, they haying furnilhed themfelves with fhot by 
breaking open the Ihop of one Alexander Dunning, wherewith they had loaded 
the pieces they had feized in the guard ; and having wounded feveral of thofe 
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who attended the lord provoft and magiftrates with ftones, Lochaber axes, and 
butts of mulkets, obliged them to retire. 

The mob, finding themfelves abfolutely mafters, immediately fet fire to the 
prifon gate, and in about an hour it was fo much confirmed by the fire that the 
mob beat it to pieces, and r,ufhed into the prifon, feized the turnkeys within, 
and forced them to open every ward in the prifon, difmiffed all the prifoners, 
and then laid hold of captain Porteous, dragged him down . flairs, and hurried 
him up the Lawn Market-ftreet, down the Wefl Bow to the Grafs-market, 
where they broke open a fhop, and took out a coill of ropes, and tyed one end 
of it about his neck, and threw the other over a dyer’s tree hard by the com- 
mon place of execution, and pulled him up and hanged him. About a quarter 
before twelve o’clock at night, feveral attempts were made to take down the 
body, but the mob beat every one who made fuch a propofal, till about day- 
break a few members of the council and fome neighbours got the body 
taken down, and layed it in the Grey Friar’s church. 


ANDREW FLETCHER TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

MY LORD DUKE, * , September 

"YESTERNIGHT I had the honour of your grace’s letter of the 12th in- 
ftant ; and in obedience to her majefty’s commands, this morning I met 
with the magiftrates of this city to confult the proper meafures for reftoring and 
preferving the peace of the city, and for difcovering the authors and afliors of 
the late wicked and audacious proceedings. Befides the precautions I had the 
honour to acquaint your grace by my laft had been taken for maintaining the 
peace of the city, by order of the magiftrates and common council, two com- 
panys of the Trained Bands, confifting of about 200 burgeffes and inhabitants, 
have kept guard every night, attended by one of rhe magiftrates, and are to do 
fo while there remains any fufpicion of difturbance j and they are all furniflied 
with firelocks and bayonets from the city’s armory. As the foldiers of the city 
guard are fo intimidated that they are unfit for fervice, which evidently contri- 
buted to the infolence of the mob,, an order is made by the magiftrates to dif- 
mifs them, and inlift able bodyed men fit for the fervice. They were generally 
old decayed tradefmen or day labourers : and if a method could be fallen on to 
fupply this guard at once with well difciplined men from the regiments of foot 
in Scotland, I humbly think it would contribute greatly to ftrengthen the hands 
©f the magiftrates in maintaining the peace of the city. The prefent guard 
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conlifts of three ferjeants, three corporals, and about eighty private men. 
There has been no difturbance fince the 7th, nor do I apprehend any till fuch 
time as fome of the guilty come to be apprehended, and then we mull be upon 
our beft guard. 

As this outrage was committed not by an ordinary fort of mob guided by 
fudden rage, but by a well contrived fcheme, executed by a cool refolute gang, 
taking evidently to theinfelves authority over the mob, and rellraining them 
from every folly but the wickednefs they had determined to perpetrate, to 
which they kept them clofe at work ; there is great reafon to believe that 
fome of that abandoned gang of fmuglers had a chief hand in all this. One of 
the firft things they were obferved to do was to liberate two fmuglers then in 
prifon ; and all this being done in the night time, tho’ fome moon light, it was 
not eafy for by-ftanders to know perfons in the lead difguife. Some of the 
magiftrates and I have fpoke with feveral perfons who were eye-witneffes to 
mod of the tragical fcenes, and yet did not know one of the aftors, tho’ they 
fpoke to fome of them. I have got fome hints of fome of the principal aftors, 
but doubt much of g-etting evidence againd them, except from fuch as if they 
were not aftors were at lead abettors, and they’l never fpeak out, I am afraid, 
unlefs they be allured of their pardon, and alfo fome encouragement of liveing 
elfewhere, in cafe, as they all dread, they could not live here, if they make 
any difcovery. As there is an end of government, if fuch praftices be differed 
to efcape punilhment, and as it is of the greated confequence to difcover the 
contrivers of this barbarity, all methods are fet agoing to make the difcovery, 
of which I fhall from time to time fake the liberty to acquaint your grace. I 
have, in obedience to her majedy’s commands, fent an exprefs to the lord ad- 
vocate to come immediately to Edinburgh. I had formerly wrote to the fol- 
licitor general, and have his anfwer that he is to be here to-morrow. May I 
beg your grace to affure her majedy that Ilhall, with dutydill zeal, endeavour 
to obey her commands, by doing all that lyes in my power to preferve in the 
mod effedual manner the peace of the city of Edinburgh ? 


SIR 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

On the riot at Edinburgh^ and the murder of captain Port eons. — Meafures to be 
purfued, — Thinks that Mr. Finch Jhould be /applied with 7noney to counter adi 
the French intrigues in Sweden. '--Recommends Mr. Villars to be minijier in 
Poland — And the lord chancellors fon to be clerk of the difpenfations. 

DEAR BROTHER, London, September 20th— 0 ( 5 lcber ift, 1736. 

Y OU will have received, by the laft poll, from the duke of Newcaftle, an 
- account of the horrible outrage committed laft week at Edinburgh. The 
letter from lord juftice clerk, and the narration that came with it, are all the 
accounts that have come as yet to the hands of the government j by which 
you will obferve, that the magiftrates had not then received any information, 
or made, or attempted to make, the leaft difcovery of any of the authors or 
ringleaders of this barbarous murther. It appears, by fome private letters,, 
that the whole villiany was begun and perpetrated in two hours ; and that the 
mob difperfed of themfelves as foon as their work was done, and flung down 
and left all the arms that they had feifed in the guard-room, in the Grafs- 
market, the place of their vile execution ; fo that all things feem, at prefent, 
as quiet at Edinburgh as if nothing had happened. 

This leaves nothing to be done immediately, but to ufe all pofllble means to 
difcover the criminals, and to take effedual care, if they are difcovered, that 
they may be fecured and brought to condign punilhment. For the firft pur- 
pofe, the moft peremptory orders to the magiftrates, attended with ample 
rewards and encouragements, muft be given, and a fufficient force placed in 
the caftle and fuburbs of the citty, with proper and neceffary orders to defend 
and aihft the civil power in putting the laws in execution, if any difcoveries 
can be made, and convidions obtained upon them. 

But here lye my greateft apprehenfions, that we have, as yet, no profpefl: 
of coming at either, altho’ it is impoflible blit the chief agents muft be known 
to great numbers of people. But fo great a panick feifed them at the time, and 
fuch a terrour feems to me to continue upon them, that I very much fear it 
will be difficult to perfuade them to do any thing that may expofe them again to 
the fame ill confequences. I fpeak this as my own private obfervations ; notwith- 
ftanding which, I think nothing muft be omitted that can poffibly be done to 
make examples of fuch an unheard-of attempt. ' 

Lord Ilay goes for Scotland this week 5 and I think is determined to exert 
himfelfe to the utmoft upon this occafion. The queen’s orders are likewife fent 
to general Wade to repair immediately to Scotland, to countenance tmd affift 
the government in their further proceedings. 

I had 
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I had this day a long difcourfe with Mr. Finch, who is preparing to leave 
this place in a few days. He mentioned to me what he had propofed to his 
majefty at Hanover, that fome method fliould be taken to ftrengthen the 
hands of the king’s friends in Sweden, and to enable them to encounter the 
agents of France with their own weapons. He feemed to think that a credit 
given him for about 5000 1. to be drawn for as occafion lhall require, at three 
or more different payments, might anfwer the purpofe. I promifed him to 
delire you to reprefent this to his majefty as a matter worthy of his conftder- 
ation, and that might be of great fervice. If his majefty is pleafed to be of 
that opinion, you will fettle it with Mr. Finch, and let me know the king’s 
pleafu're upon it. Mr. Finch prefled me very earneftly to recommend him to 
his majeftie’s goodnefs for the addition of plenipotentiarie’s, pay ; which 
indeed he convinced me, after fo long fervice, was not an unreafonable 
requeft ; and I have the queen’s commands to lay this before his majefty in the 
moft favourable light. 

I believe you are not unacquainted that lord Jerfey was very follicitous, 
before his majefty left England, that his' brother Mr. Villars * might fucceed 
Mr.‘ Woodward as minifter in Poland ; and now that the publick affairs feem 
to be fo far fettled in thofe parts, that it may not be improper for his majefty 
fo name a minifter, lord Jerfey has renewed his application to the queen, that 
fhe would be pleafed to recommend his brother to his majefty for this employ- 
ment, which her majefty has commanded me to do in her name- By the cha- 
rafter I hear of the young gentleman, I think his majefty will make a very 
proper choice ; and I am obliged to fay, lord Jerfey very well deferves this 
mark of his majefty’s favour ; his behaviour, in all refpeflrs, is what his 
majefty muft approve. 

The queen has direfted a warrant to make Dr. Brook regtus profeffor of 
Oxford, purfuant to a minute entered in the fecretarie’s office, by the king’s 
qommand. I received a letter from the lord chancellor, to defire his majefty 
would be pleafed to let him name a fucceffor to the office of clerk of the dif- 
penfations, now vacant by the death of the former. The office, his lordlhip 
fays, is wholly under him. I acquainted her majefty with this requeft, who 
was pleafed to think it reafonable, and ordered me to lay it before his majefty. 
The perfon the lord chancellor will propofe, is his fecond fon, but defires that 
it may not be known, left fo long notice before his new eleHion, fliould ftir 
•up an oppofition, and give him trouble. I fend you a letter from the lord 
jchantellor upon this fubjeft, - * 


THE 
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THE EARL OF ILAY TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

On the ajfajjination of captain Porteous. 

SIR, Edinburgh, 0£l. i6. 

J Have not writ to you fmce I came here, becaufe I almoft every port gave the 
duke of Newcaftle an account of' any thing that occurred, and there re- 
mained nothing to trouble you with that could deferve your attention. It is a 
great concern to me to find it fo difficult hitherto to make difcoveries of the 
murderers. I am fure there is all the pains taken in it that is poffible, and I 
never before had the pleafure to fee all the king’s fervants here a£l fo uni- 
formly together in the difcharge of their duty. On the other fide, the fecret 
patrons of the mob feem to be as bufie in preparing falfe evidence to acquit the 
criminals as we all can be to bring them to juftice. They that are in prifon 
have already in their mouths the names of perfons who, they fay, will fwear 
to their innocence, that is, their accomplices in the murder will eafily perjure 
themfelves to fave their friends. The moll fliocking circumllance is, that it; 
plainly appears the high flyers of our Scotch church have made this infamous 
murder a point of confcience. One of the aflors went ftrait away to a country 
church, where the facrament was given a vafl: croud of people, as the falhion 
is here, and there boafted of what he had done. All the lower rank of the 
people who have diftinguifhed themfelves by pretences to a fuperior fanftity, 
fpeak of this murder as the hand of God doing juftice ; and my endeavours to 
punifh murderers are called grievous perfecutions. I have converfed with 
feveral of the parfons, and I qbferve that none of thofe who are of the high 
party will call any crime the mob can commit by its proper name. Their man- 
ner of talking, were it univerfal, would extirpate religion out of the world for , 
the good of humane foeiety ; ’ and indeed I could hardly have given-credit to the 
publick reports of the temper of thefe faints, iff had not myfelf been witnefs. 
of it, and been admonifhed by one of them to have regard to the divine attri- 
bute of mercy (in Englilh) to proted the rebels and murderers. 

Under thefe and other difficulties, particularly the dread all the common- 
people are in of being murdered if they make difcoveries, the inquiry goes 
flowly on ; but I cannot but hope that by degrees this matter will come t» 
light. I have had great difficulty to prevent mifchief between general Moyle 
and Mr. Lindfay. Moyle fays that Lindfay was drunk, and never alked his, 
affiftance. Lindfay fays that he told him he came from the magiftrates to afk 
his affiftance. I have, as far as it was in my power, enjoyned filence upon this 
fobjed, or any other of the like nature. The behaviour of the magiftrates. 

• was; 


Period VI. 
t734toi737* 

t I 

1736. 

On the mur- 
der of captain 
Porteous. 

Walpole 

Papers* 



368 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period VI. was certainly worfe than can well be imagined, and fome of them, I have rea- 
i734toi737. jq fufped, were wilfully neglectful ; and at the late elections at Michael- 
17^6. mafs endeavoured to do all the mifchief they could. I fpoke to feveral of the 
prefent magiftrates the other day, and told them that if they could not or would 
not fhow the people of England that the peace of the city of Edenburgh can 
be mantairied, and fuch vile criminals be deteCted and brought to juftice, I 
was apprehenfive that the parliament would apply remedies very difagreable to 
them ; and, upon fuch an occafion as this, none of their friends would be able 
to protect them. They promifed me to lliow fuch a fpirit as to clear them of 
all imputation of want of zeal in the fupport of the laws. There flrall be an 
experiment made in two days. A propofal lhall be made to them by one of 
their members, to make an order of their town council for the examination of 
every merchant and every tradefman in the city concerning the apprentices 
and fervants they had oh the day of the tumult, and who have abfconded 
lince : this will be of ufe many ways in the further progrefs of the affair. 

Mr. Wade and I have had fome difcourfes about the forces ; and we both 
agree that this is the bell opportunity that could have happened for continuing, 
for the future, a ftrong garrifon in the caftle of Edenburgh ; and we are pro- 
pofing to make ufe of an order of the treafury for repairing the offices belong- 
ing to the royal pallace, towards building ftables for 50 or 60 dragoons, to be 
kept always there. The fmuggling bill has had a very good effeCt here ; a 
Ihip has been feized merely for want of hands to run the goods afhore as ufual, 
the country people being afraid of the penalties, and are jealous of one another, 
for fear of the rewards’ taking place. The gin bill is univerfally liked here, 
and will fave' this country 50,000 1 . a year. And as brandy was the ftaple 
commodity in fmuggling here, the effeCt of the aCl has appeared feveral ways 
already. As for the election, I am apt to think that the patriots will not 
appear ; though I am told juft now, that the earl of Stairs comes to town next 
week ; I hope we ffiall have at leaft 2 5 prefent, which is more than they and 
all their proxies can make. There is a doubt arifen upon a claufe in the gin 
aCl, relating to the duties on low wines ; which the commiffionefs of excife 
apprehend may affeCt the civil lift here. They' were going to lay it before the 
treafury in a memorial, but I have defired them to delay it till they Ihould 
write privately and receive good advice. This puts me in mind of the coA- 
miffioners of the cuftoms ; you may remember their late behaviour as to the 
fait debentures. Fwas furprifed to find, fince I came here, that whereas for- 
merly, when the fait duty was in force, they had, each of them, 200 1. a year 
as commiffioners of fait, out of the fait duty j they now take that 200 1. a 
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year out of the cuftoms, in eafe of the fait, which is a lofs to the civil lift of 
1400 1 . a year. Fou’l pardon my troubling you with all this fluff; but it 
will come to you the end of the week, when' you will be moft at leifure. As 
there is no hopes of any tryals here thefe fix weeks or two mounths, I lhall 
leave this place when the eleftion is over ; and will always be ready to come 
here again upon the leaft accident that happens. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.. 

The king deeply affe£led at the murder of Porteous. — Confents that Mr, Finch may 
- draw for 5000/. — Approves Mr. Villars as the mini/ier to Poland. — Confents 
that the lord chancellor's fon Jhould be made clerk of the difpenfations, 

DEAR BROTHER, Gohrde, Oaober 6, 1^36. 

J Received your letter of September — on the 3d inftant, N. S. by Over the 
meffenger, and have laid it before the king, who was extreamly furprifed 
tind concerned not only at the horrible outrage committed by the populace at 
Edinburgh, but at their being able to aft in fo barbarous a manner with fo 
much eale, in open defyance of all law and government, without the leaft in. 
lerruption on the part of the magiftrates. But his rhajefty hopes, that now the 
necelTary orders are given, to fupport the civil authority in difcovering the 
chief authors and abettors of this notorious violence, the unwillingnefs, or 
panick fear that affefted the civil officers before, will be turned into alacrity 
and zeal for putting the laws in execution, and bringing fome of the murderers 
to condign punilhment ; and therefore, the king was extreamly pleafed with 
lord Hay’s refolution to go immediately himfelf to Scotland, to exert his zeal 
for the fervice of the government on this occalion. 

As to the 5000 1 . which Mr. Pinch propofes he may be enabled to draw 
from time to time by particular fums, as he lhall find it neceffary for his 
majefty’s fervice, and for ftrengthening the hands of his majefty’s friends in 
Sweden, the king was pleafed to fay he had no objeftion to it, in cafe the civil 
lift could ■well afford it, and it was managed with proper frugality and pru. 
dence. As to the allowing Mr. Finch the additional pay of plenipotentiary, 
which the queen direfted you to lay before the king in a favourable light, on 
account of, his long and fuccefsful miniftry in Sweden, his majefly has not ab- 
folutely confented to give Mr. Finch this gratification and encouragement for 
. his paft and future fervices, but was fo gracious as not to give a direft refufal. 
And therefore, I will take another opportunity to know his majefty’s pleafure 
^«pon it. ■''' , . 
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As to her majefty’s recommendation, at the inftance of lord Jerfey, of his 
brother Mr. Villars, to fucceed Mr, Woodward as minitter in Poland, I am to 
acquaint you, that fome weeks fince the Saxon minifter having hinted to me 
that his majefty’s appointing a minifter to his court would be very agreeable to 
his mafter, I mentioned it to the king, taking notice that I had heard Mr. 
Villars had been talked of for that ftation. But I was ordered to let monfieiir 
Lofs know, in the civilleft manner, that the Idng could not, at this diftance 
from England, well determine upon the proper perfon for that honour ; and 
therefore, he hoped that the deferring of that appointment to his return hither, 
would not be taken as a want of regard and affedtion for his Polilh majefty, to 
whom he had given fo many marks of his friendlhip. Upon renewing this 
application to the king, in confequence of your letter, his majefty was pleafed 
to tell me that he readily agreed to the nomination of Mr. Villars, fpeaking at 
the fame time in the handfomeft manner of lord Jerfey j but added that care 
fliould be taken to put him in mind of difpatching the proper inftrudions upon 
his arrival in England. • • 

His majefty readily confented to lord chancellor’s recommendation of his fon 
to the vacancy of clerk to the difpenfations, and that it fliould be done at fuch 
time as his lordlhip fliould think moft convenient, on account of his eledlion; and, 
in the mean time, he may depend upon the fecret being obferved here. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE; 
Cardinal Fleury propofes to renew the aniient union between France and England. 


MY LORD, Paris, September 25, 1736. 

M'' being fo flow in giving a particular anfwef to the honour of your grace’s 
private letter of the 27th paft, by Walton the meffenger, has been occa- 
fioned by fome circumftances of which I fliall here give your grace an account- 
The fteps 1 had taken in confequence of your grace’s orders of the 17th paft, 
would have been in a great meafure fufficient to fliew the king’s difpofition 
with relation to the overtures made me by the cardinal, had not monfieur 
Chauvelin’s unaccountable behaviour made it neceffary to open myfelf more 
freely to his eminency, and to fliew him the great confidence his majefty repofed 
in him, whilft his colleague ufes his utmoft endeavours to reprefent our whole 
conduft in the moft difadvantageous light, by laying all the rubbs this court 
meets with in her negociations abroad to the underhand dealings (as he calls 
them) of the king’s minifters in foreign courts^ 

To 
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To obviate, as much as in me lay, the ill effeft and imprelEon Chauvelin’s ma- 
lice might make upon the cardinal’s mind, I went to him laft Tuefday morning 
early, and acquainted him, that fince our lafl converfation I had received more 
ample inftruclions, in anfwer to his ideas for coming to a clofer union with his 
majefty, as the fureft means for preferring a true ballance in Europe, and for 
preventing the ambitious views he fuppofed other powers might have for dif- 
turbing it. I repeated to his eminency moft of what I had faid to him on that 
fubjedl, which I obferved to him feemed to be as much as he could expeft, till 
he Ihould open himfelf further to his majefty. That, however, to put him (the 
cardinal) at eafe from any apprehenfions he might have of the king’s being en- 
tered into alliances to the prejudice of France, I was authorifed to alTure him, 
that his majefty neither has entered,' nor is difpofed to enter into any meafures 
•or engagements that could be difagreeable, or give a juft caufe of offence to this 
nation; and this declaration, I hoped, could not fail of giving entire fatisfadion, 
as it explained fairly the ftate we were in, and put it upon him to fuggeft more 
freely what he wanted of us, than perhaps he would have cared to do, whilft.he 
tliought we were treating upon a different bottom with other powers. 

The cardinal feemed exceedingly pleafed with this declaration. He faid it 
was all he could delire : that now we muft confider of the nature of the alliance 
he wanted to enter into with England, fo as to make it agreeable to both crowns, 
as well as to other powers whom it might be thought proper to invite to accede. 
Upon which he thus far explained himfelf, that the alliance he aimed at was not 
intended for enabling either crown to make new acquifitions, but mutually to 
defend what each other poffeffed, and to prevent the encroachments of others, 
by which the ballance of Europe might fuller. If once a negociation for this 
purpofe was fet on foot, he faid he would engage to end it in three months. 

In order to give a further proof of the king’s difpofition to live well with 
France, I thought this a proper time to mention the part of your grace’s letter 
relating to monfieur Chauvelin’s being admitted into the confidence. I did 
it in fuch a manner as to let him feel the necellity of it, fince Chauvelin 
would probably have the greateft lhare in the penning of the treaty, and the 
difficultys that might attend carrying on fuch a negociation without him. Thefe 
reafons I gave as my owm, affuring him, at the fame time, that in the orders I 
had received thofe confiderations were not mentioned, and that I was barely 
authorifed to advife with his eminency concerning the time and method of 
taking monfieur Chauvelin into the negociation. 

The cardinal took the matter quite right, agreed tliat it was proper to let 
monfieur Chauvelin into the fecret, but thought it uhncceffary till matters were 
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riodVL ripe. I kept him to this, hintittg that the firft thing I was to expeft waS' att- 
4^°^737- entire communication of what he is now about; that the fooner he finifhed with 
1736 . the emperor and Spain, the fooner he might acquaint his majefty with it, and 
propofe the fteps he fhouid think moft advifeable to, be taken by our refpedive 
fovereigns to confolidate the work. He gaf'e me all poflible affurances that he- 
would do it without delay, as foon as the remaining difficulties between the 
emperor and Spain ffiould be furmounted, which alone retarded the conclufion.. 
He repeated again, in the moft folemn manner, that we were much in the 
wrong if we ftill fuppofed that he had any engagements with the emperor be- 
yond what we faw in the preliminaries ; that he would never be accellary to the 
emperor’s views for enflaving Germany ; that the ambition of the houfe of 
Auftria had never been more unbounded than at this time, and therefore he 
thought an union between England and France the frimum mobile for that pur- 
pofei which inclined him to bring it about. 

He then added, in the utmoft confidence, that he had mentioned his fcheme 
to monfieur d’ Antin ; that he found him averfe to fuch an union ; that d’ Antin. 
had put him mmiad of our laft tr^ty of Vienna, and argued from thence, that 
as we had concluded that treaty at a time when we were under engagements, 
with France, we might do the fame again,, if it fuited with our conveniency, 
without confulting them.’ The cardinal' faid he anfwered him, that the fteps we 
had then taken were abfolutely neceffary for our keeping well with Spain, which, 
it was our intereft to do at that time ; but it could never be our intereft to 
break the union he now projeds upon which monfieur d’ Antin acquiefced- 
We talked a" good desd in general of this intended union. I feemed eager for 
it, giving ftUl way to the cardinal’s reafons for confummating the work of peace,, 
and acquainting his majefty with it before we could come to treat clofely ; for 
now the cardinal looks upon it that he fhall be able to compafs the pacification; 
by himfelf, and that he lhall engage the emperor and Spain to come to feme, 
modification with each other. 

This is the fum of what paffed between us on laft Tuefday ; but yefterday 
the cardinal, refuming the difeourfe, was more explicite. After repeating molt 
of what hqhad faid the time before on the fubject, he continued in this very 
manner : “ 11 faut votes dire tout^ I will not treat with you whilft I am treating 
with the emperor. I folemnly proteft I have no engagements with him, nor 
will have any with him, or miy other power, beyond what is ftipulated in the 
preliminaries. When once they- are executed, I will lay the whole before the 
king your mafter, in order to concert with him proper alliances, to keep every 
‘ hnriv tn what is ftinulafed in the nreliminaries. This you may acquaint your 
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mailer with; and I ,will (land to this as the only means to eflablifli a lafting Period VI. 
peace in Europe. Let the king think on his fide; I will think on mine. We 
will do nothing but in concert. What we ftipulate fhall be in the ftrongelt 1736.. 
manner ; and thus will our ancient frtendfliip be renewed, and eftabliftied upon 
fuch a foundation as to make it for neither of our interefts to break it, fince we 
fhall have nothing to expedl from, one another, nor any thing to do, but to- 
keep fuch powers within their bounds who would want to extend their domi- 
nions at the expence of others.” I encouraged the cardinal in thefe notions, as 
they tended to put oif any immediate proceeding upon a negociation ; and they 
feemed to be a proof that at this time he has nothing in hand to our prejudice,, 
which I took to be the chief objed of the orders her majeily has been pleafed to 
fend me.' As to the cardinal’s fentiments upon the affair of Bergues and JulierSy. 

I muff beg leave to refer your grace to the inclofed copy of a letter I wrote the 
day before yefterday to Mr» Trevor on the fubjeft. 

I fpoke lafl: Tuefday to the cardinal of the notions Chavigny and his friends 
entertain of his going to the Hague, and taking England in his waj. His emi- 
nency affured me that nothing was more falfe than both thefe notions ; and that 
monlieur de Cambis fliould be declared out of hand. I preffed liim yeftef day,, 
that it might be done immediately, and he faid it Ihould.. 


THE. DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


On ChauveJin’s behaviour to lord Waldegrave, and the difficulty of obtaining his- 
removal, on account of the cardinaFs irrefolution.. 


SIR, * Whitehall, September 34 — Odober 5, 1736. 

J Am to tranfmit you herewith, by her majefly’s orders, copies of feveral 
letters that I received on Tuefday lafl from lord Waldegrave by Saunders 
the meffenger. 

Her majefty was glad to find, that the orders, fent to his lordfliip for his 
eondudt with the cardinal upon the confidential overtures lately made by his 
eminency, had fo far an effed as to keep the cardinal in the fame feeming 
good difpofition he was in, without laying the king under a neceffity of either 
entering into, or declining, an immediate negociation with Erance ; and to 
make his eminency fo far explain himfelf, or repeat again that he had no en- 
gagements with the emperor, nor would have any with him or with any other 
power beyond what is ftipulated in the preliminaries ; and that, when once 
they were executed, he would lay the whole before the king, in order to con- 
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cert with his majefty proper alliances to keep every body to what is ftipulated 
in the prejiminaries. And the manner in which the cardinal told lord Walde- 
grave that he might acquaint the king his mafter with this, and that he would 
ftand to it, as the only means to eftablilh a lading peace in Europe, Ihews at 
lead, (if there can be any dependance upon him,) that at that time he had no 
intention to enter into a dridler alliance with the emperor ; and from the air 
ip which it feems to have been fpoken by the cardinal, may have proceeded 
from his eminency’s knowledge that monfieur Chauvelin was difpofed to 
follow another method, tho’ he was determined to purfue that. The queen, 
however, could not but think it a great indance of the cardinal’s weaknefs, 
(and what might be fufficient to difappoint his eminency’s good intentions, if 
he really had them, for entering into meafures to edablidi a good correfpond- 
ence with the king,) that he Ihould communicate His projefts and his thoughts 
upon this fubjedt to monfieur D’Antin, whom he knew to be an abfolute 
creature' of Chauvelin’s ; and her majedy looks upon this as a frelh proof that 
whatever the cardinal’s difpofition may be, he can neither conceal any fcheme 
that he may have from the Garde des S9eaux, nor have the courage and refo- 
tion to execute it, if monfieur Chauvelin diould oppofe it. 

Your excellency will fee a very particular and a remarkable relation, in lord 
Waldegrave’s private and particular letter, of monfieur Chauvelin’s unaccount- 
able behaviour towards him, and of the manner in which his lordlhip had 
talked with the cardinal upon this fubjefl:. Her majedy obferves, notwith- 
ftanding the cardinal could not but own the force of every thing that lord 
Waldegrave faid on this head, and declared very warmly his own didatisfadlion 
with monfieur Chauvelin’s condud, and feeme'd perfuaded that he had all 
along thwarted his meafures for the conclufion of the peace, yet that he owned 
frankly, that tho’ he knew him to be falfe and ungrateful, he mud neverthelefs 
keep him on : fo that how jud foever lord Waldegrave’s complaint may be of 
monfieur Chauvelin’s behaviour, and however advifeable this attack might have 
been, if there had been any hopes to get him removed ; yet as it is not to be 
expedled that the cardinal, during his time, Ihould have courage enough to 
lake a refolution to difplace him ; and confidering that, in cafe of any accident 
to his eminency, monfieur Chauvelin would be left in poHefiion, in a great 
. meafure, of the power and authority of that kingdom, and, being in polTef- 
fion, would probably keep it for fome time at lead ; her majedy is inclined 
■to think, that lord Waldegrave diould be ‘direfted, fince he has already let 
the cardinal know the reafons he has to be diffatisfy’d with monfieur Chauve- 
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Kn, to pafs it over for the future,' and to put things upon fuch a foot as to be 
in a condition to treat with the Garde des S9eaux upon bufinefs, and carefully 
to avoid giving him any pretence to quarrel with him, which it is plain mon- 
fieur Chauvelin would always be glad to lay hold of. 

Her majefty obferving by lord Waldegravfi’s letter to Mr. Trevor, that the 
cardinal feems to apprehend that a negociation is on foot between England, 
Hollahd, and Pruffia, about the affair of Berg and Juliers, fubmits it to the 
king, whether lord Waldegrave fliould not be inftrudled to take an opportunity 
unaffededly to undeceive the cardinal in that refped. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Converfation with cardinal Fleury on the riot at Edinburgh. — He thinks an union 
with the proteji'ant princes in Germany necejfary to prevent too great an increafe 
of the einperoEs power., and that it would be the intereji of France to join in it . — 
Sufpicions of the cardinal's fncerity-.-^Mentions the general opinion of the cardi- 
nal’s umvillingnefs to rijh a new' war. — Homination of Casnbis. — ConduSl of 
Chauvelin in that affair, — Cardinal’s diflike of Chauvelin. — Experts his dif- 
nijfton,. 

SIR,. Paris, October 23, 1736. 

J Had this morning a very extraordinary converfation with the cardinal, which 
he allowed me to impart to you alone. It was upon the fubjed of the late 
riot at Edinborough, in which captain Porteous was murthered. I find the 
Jacobites and their abettors here have made a great ftir about it, and look upon 
this horrid aft as a fignal of a rebellion. In this fence the cardinal mentioned 
it ; not from his feeing it in that light, but as deferving neverthelefs the utmoft 
attention of the government. I acquainted his eminency with the fafts as they 
were related to me in a letter from the duke of Newcaflle, which agreed exaftly 
with the account given in our news letters on all fides. I fatisfied him that in 
the tumult nothing had appeared like difaffpftion towards his majefty ; that as 
foon as the mob had perpetrated their inhuman revenge, they retired quietly, 
and had not given the leaft provocation fince. 

The cardinal faid he knew all this; but that he faw in our gazetts promifes 
of' rewards for apprehending the aftors in this wicked fcene. That he was fen- 
fible they deferved the utmoft puniflnnents, but he was not for feverity. That 
the proclamation might be very proper in terrorem, whatever ftep was intended: 
in confequence of it after the difcovery ; tho% for his part, was he at the head 
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riod VI. of affairs m England, he would rather let the matter drop than be too inquifi- 
4.101737. ■would be well to know theperfons concerned in the fcheme, which 

173d. could hardly have been executed with fo much addrefs, had there not been 
better hands than the mob to conduft it: that in fpeaking to me thus, he 
meddled with other people’s bufinefs, but that his refped and good will 
towards their majeftys made him wifh that rigour might not be ufed in 
this cafe. 

• I told the cardinal that I was no ways a judge of what ought or ought not to 
be done in this affair : that at a diftance we faw things in grofs ; and that often 
with us a fmal accident or circumftance alter’d the whole face of an affair : that 
I was perfuaded that whatever was done, would be upon the moft; mature deli- 
beration : that I was very fenfible of his good difpofition towards us, from the 
fhare he took in our concerns. He faid his defire of feeing England peaceable 
■arid quiet, made him apprehend any thing that might difturb it: that blood 
generally, inftead of quieting, exafperated mobs, who, tho’ moftly defpicable 
in therrifelves, if once incenfed, gave opportunitys to difaffefted perfons to 
join them in infurredlions, eafier to be prevented than quelled : that it was true 
he did not fee in England a head of weight enough to give us much trouble, 
but ftill it was better to run no hazards. 

I let the cardinal go on as long as he had a mind to in this ftrain, thanked 
bimi every now and then for his good willies, and at laft affuring him, that if I 
gave the king an account of fo friendly a converfation, his majefty would take 
it very kindly. At firft the cardinal feemed averfe to my mentioning it ; he 
fuppofed we might think it ftrange that he Ihould meddle with our domeftick 
affairs. I affured him of the contrary, and that his manner of doing it could 
not but be taken well ; and that I was perfuaded great deference would he 
Ihewn to his opinion, were there not circumftances in the cafe which might 
put the king under a kind of neceliity .of afting differently. Upon this the car- 
dinal agreed to my mentioning it, provided it was to you alone ; and he ex- 
preffed on this occafion, as he has on many others, the greateft value and refpefl 
. imaginable, and a fincere defire to live in ftrid friendlhip with you. I thought 
there could be no harm in giving way to the cardinal’s fending this piece of 
■ advice to his m^yefty, as it carrys a Ihew of good will, and tyes us down to 
nothing. 

This converfation was followed by another ftill more extraordinary, confider- 
ing the' man it came from. We were difcourfing upon proper alliances to main- 
*tain peace and a right ballance of power in Europe. The cardinal began with 
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tnaking a fhoit apology for himfelf, telling me that I would perhaps be furprifed Period 
at his franknefs ; but as he knew me, and was fure I would not make an ill ufe 
•of any confidence he made me, he would open his mind. The cardinal then 1736. 

■laid down as a rule, that nothing but a firm union between the proteftant 
powers in Germany could prevent the emperor’s growing too powerfull : that 
it behoved the king, not only as elector but as king of England, (and as fuch 
the firfl proteftant prince in Europe,) to bring about an union between the pro- 
teftant powers, to fupport themfelves againft the emperor or any one elfe : that 
it were to be wifhed a hearty reconciliation could be effefted between his'ma- 
jefty and the king of PrufEa : that the king of Prullia alone (confidering his 
temper) was not of much confequence j yet, in a body with others, he would 
make a great figure ; that it would ever be the intereft of France to join a 
proteftant league in Germany : that it was no new thing there, France having 
been conftantly engaged in their fupport. He ran on a good deal in this pro- 
jefl;, faying, he did not fpeak on this fubjeft as commonly people of his cloath 
•ufed to do, but that, as minifter of France, he was to prefer his matter’s intereft 
and fafety to all other confiderations ; therefore he was for keeping well with 
proteftant powers, and glad to fee them a refpedtable body. 

I thought it right to encourage the cardinal in thefe notions. He put me 
under no reftraint of fecrecy ; however I judged it was better to add this in my 
letter to you, than in one to the office, fmce probably he would not like to have 
it made ufe of, and lookt upon what he faid as private converfation. 

I muft own, fir, that fuch unexpedbed confidence and fliews of friendfliip 
might make me expeft they were to cover fome frefli game, efpecially confider- 
ing the informations we have bad of the pretender’s and the court of Spain’s 
proje£ls ; but as all the others I have been able to procure feem to affure that 
no harm is intended us, I proteft I am much at a lofs to find out what to make 
of it. We have feen in feveral inftances the cardinal’s weaknefs, and how Chauve- 
lyn has turned him about like a child, ^ and made him recede from the ftrong- 
eft engagements 5 but I can hardly think him capable of fo much craft and 
falfehood as to hope to lull us afleep with fine words, whilft he was endeavour- 
ing to deftroy us. Befides, the'’general opinion of the moft knowing here, that 
,the cardinal would not for any confi deration foever run the rifk of a new war, 
feems to be an additional fecurity againft all we might have to apprehend 
from France during his adminiftration. 

I muft not conclude this letter without a word relating to Cambis’s nomina- 
tion. The cardinal owned to me this morning, very freely, that Chauvelyn did 
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all he could to hinder it ; finding this imprafticable, he would ftill have de>» 
lay’d it, but fucceeded no better. I obferve that ever fmce my difclofing my 
mind to the cardinal about his collegue, whenever we meet, he fpeaks of him 
as our common enemy, and really in fuch a manner that I ftiould be no ways 
furprifed if he fent him a-packing the moment the drudgery of the pacification 
was over. I fancy Chauveliii fufpedts it himfelf, and that may be a good rea- 
fon for his retarding it as much as he can. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Endorfed in Horace Walpole’s hand-writing, “ Projefl: of a moll fecret letter to 

fir Robert Walpole.’* 

Inelofes the Jubfeqimit letter. — Acquaints him by order of the king that cardinal 
Fleury offered fubfidies to Sweden with a view to excite a party againji Riffffa.— 
Fhe king orders Mr. Rotideau to conmunicate this intelligence to the czarina. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hanover, T^ov. 4, 1736. 

J Am commanded by the king to lett you know under the greateft fecrecy, to 
be communicated to nobody whatfoever befides the queen, that his majefty 
has undoubted information that cardinal de Fleury took an occafion from M. 
Gedda’s difcourfing with him upon the prefent fuppofed bad condition of the 
Mufcovite army m the Ukrania, and his enquiring what were the intentions of 
France with regard to Sweden at this conjunfture, to give that minifter foe 
much encouragement as to affure him that France would doe every thing that 
Sweden could in reafon defire : and, after canvaffing the difficultys and delays 
of tedious propofalls for negotiating a treaty, and touching upon the fubfidys 
of the kft convention, his eminence exprefled himfelfe in the following manner: 
Fenks; Ji P occafion fe prefente pour vous reniuer, il zj’y a rien que je ne fqffe pour 
v6tre ajfjlance avec argent, et ft le terns, preffoit, mhne avant quelque Jlipulationy 
nous la ferions aiffitot apres que pojftble ; ce que vous pouvez.mander hardiment. 
All which M. Gedda has accordingly wrote to count Horn in great con- 
fidence. 

His majefty concludes from this generous propofall of the cardinal, fo con- 
trary to his naturall temper, ■ delivered in fo firm a tone, that his eminence is 
much in earneft in this affair ; and the more foe, becaufe feverall obvious rea- 
fons concur for difpofing France to enable the Swedes privately with money to 
fall upon, the Mufcovites on this occafion ; to revenge themfelves upon the 
Rufs for their behaviour in oppofition to. France in the late troubles, on this fide 
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to check the gro'w'th of fo great a power in the north, that appears to be fo ufe- 
full and fo fteadily attached to the Imperiall court ; to procure fome reliefe and 
diveriion in favour of the Turks, whofe empire France cannot willingly fee 
brought too -low ; to recover, if polhble, the ftrength of Sweden, to ferve as a 
ballance to that of Ruffia, and that that crown may be hereafter, as formerly, 
fubfervient to the views of France. And laftly, the king thinks that one of the 
principall motives for this offer being made by France to Sweden at this junc- 
ture, is a flrong defire to diftrefs, and if poffible, to dellroy the miniftry of count 
Horn and his friends ; his majefty having the fullefl evidence that the French 
minifters, in concert with count Gullenbourg and his party, have of late pointed 
all their views and meafures relating to Sweden to that end ; and monfieur 
Chauvelyn may imagine that nothing will contribute more effeftually towards 
obtaining it than fuch a popular and plaufible propofall, in appearance, for the 
fervice and interefl of Sweden at this junfture. 

Count Horn, who is prudent and cautious, and knov/s the poverty and weak- 
nefs of his country, naked and expofed to the maritime power of the Rufs, may 
apprehend that a hafty and precipitate undertaking of a war againfl the Mufco- 
vites may make them refolve to put an end at once to that with the Porte, and 
even, rather than run the hazard of loofmg what they have conquered from 
Sweden, confent to reft ore Afoph and all they have taken from the Turks, for 
the fake of making a peace on that fide, the confequence of which might be the 
entire ruin of Sweden, if the whole Ruffian forces fhould be brought againft them. 
On the other fide, the people of Sweden are foe entirely devoted to France, are 
foe incenfed againft the Ruffians, and foe defirous of recovering from them 
their loft provinces, that nothing perhaps can withold them, encouraged by 
the offer of money from France, animated underhand by the intrigues of Gul- 
ilenbourgh and his party, from crying out loudly for a war with the Mufcovites, 
an a manner that cannot well be withftood by count Horn and his friends ; and 
confequently may either oblige that minifter to give into a meafure that may 
prove fatall to his country, or to refign his adminiftration. 

The cardinal’s offer has been as yett communicated to count Horn only, in 
the greateft confidence, for his confideration. He may indeed keep it to him- 
felfe ; but it has the face of being fo advantageous to Sweden, that he cannot 
venture to conceal it long from others ; befides that be cannot -doubt but mon- 
fieur Chauvelyn will take care to apprife Carteja, -and by his means the oppo- 
fite party, with it ; and confequently it muft after fonie time come to be confi- 
dered in form and in a way agreeable to the nature of that government. ■ This 
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being the ftate of this affair, you will eafily conceive that his majefty can by noe* 
means think it for his fervice that the adminiftration of count Horn and his 
friends fhould be diftrefied ; or that Sw'eden, by rafh and precipitate councills; 
and meafures, Ihould be drawn into a war that may either prove fatetll to theniy 
and reduce them to a worfe condition than they are in at prefent ; or fuppofing 
them to be victorious againft the Mufcovites by means of the monys advanced to- 
them by France, will for ever fubjeCt them to the influence and direction of that 
crown, which may prove of very dangerous confequence to the libertys and 
ballance of Europe. In order therefore to obviate and prevent the confufion- 
and hazards with which the cardinal’s offer, fhould it take place, may be at- 
tended, his majefly has thought it advifeable for him to give the czarina in the- 
greatefl: confidence an intimation of it. 

The feafon of the year is fo far advanced, that the Swedes, fhould they be 
ever foe much difpofed to a rupture with the Mufcovites, can doe nothing more 
towards it at prefent, befides making preparations and concerting the meafures 
againft the time of aCtion fhall come on ; in the mean while, the condition of 
the Ruffian army in the XJkrania, which by all accounts is extremely bad,, 
joyned with this intelligence, may, during the winter, difpofe the czarina to 
make ferious refleCiions upon her fituation, and the 'confequences of it, fo as'to 
incline her to think in earneft of putting an end to the war with the Turks, be- 
fore another campaign can begin. I have no need to fay any thing of the 
obligation which that princefs will have to his majefty for this lingular mark of 
confidence and friendfliip in communicating to her fuch a feafonable and ufefull 
intelligence, which his majefty has thought proper to be done, by my writing 
a letter in cypher to Mr. Rondeau for that purpofe, according to the inclofed 
copy, which I fend you to be layd with this before the queen, and the king, 
hopes it will meet with her majefty’s approbation. 

• HORACE WALPOLE TO CLAUDIUS RONDEAU. 

Sends intelligence that France is endeavouring to excite the Swedes againft Rujfa—^ 
with orders to communicate it to the czarina. 

(Hanover, 21ft Oa.— ift Nov. 1736.) I am by the king’s fpecial command 
to acquaint you in the utmoft confidence, and under the tye of the greateft 
fecrecy, that his majefty has had intelligence by a’furehand, that France, think- 
ing that the Ioffes Mufcovy is faid to have fuffered this lafl campaign, and more 
particularly in the retreat from the Crimea, may prove a ftrong incentive to 
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Sweden to lay hold of the opportunity, and to attempt the regaining of their Period 
loft provinces, encourages as much as ftie can that fpirit among the people } 
and, in order to determine the taking fuch a refolution in the fenate, offers to 1736. 
■aflift the Swedes with great fums of money, without any previous treaty or fti- 
pulation, to put themfelves in a condition to undertake and carry on fuch a, 
fcheme. The party for France in that kingdom, headed by count Gyllenbourg 
and monfieur Hopken, is both ftrong and adtive ; and tho’ count Horn is wife 
and cautious, yet the flattering junfture, the bent of the nation, the intrigues of 
the French partifans, and the great offers of that court, may overpower his pru- 
dence, and engage Sweden to attack the Rufs on their fide. 

His majefty, being perfwaded that this is the plan of France in order to dif- 
trefs Mufcovy as much as poffible, has thought it became the true friendlhip he 
has for the czarina to have this intelligence communicated ,to her by a fafe and 
trufty hand. The king has indeed one great difficulty upon his mind, which 
is, that as his majefty -has been very earneft in prefling the court of Ruflia fince 
the late rupture to come to an accommodation, the czarina may be apt to think 
that this intelligence is thrown in chiefly to promote the fame end ; wherefore, 
before you open yourfelf upon this fubjecl to count Biron, to whom you are to 
apply,, you will premife that the king has no other aim in all his proceedings 
than the advantage of her czarilh majefty, to whofe confideration he leaves in- 
tirely what he offers, as being the beft judge of her own affairs. And you will 
then, after having exadted from the count the ftridleft fecrecy as to the intelli- 
gence, and the manner how and by whom he had it, go on to inform him in the 
moft confidential terras of what is above, that he may convey it to the know- 
ledge of the czarina his miftrefs, as coming folely from thofe good and friendly 
intentions the king has always for her and her inter eft. You will alfo defire 
the count to manage the whole with the greateft caution, and not make the 
leaft mention to any one elfe of the canal by which he had thofe advices ; only 
you will take his thoughts whether he or you fhould impart the fame , to count 
Ofterman under the like feal of the ftrifteft fecrecy. 

Tho’ you are of yourfelf carefull, yet I muft add by the king’s command one 
further caution, that you fhould avoid giving any thing in writing upon this 
fubjedt, or on any other important one, which you may have to tranfadt with 
the Ruffian minifters, unlefs by order. It is his raajefty’s pleafure that you 
fhould fend your anfwer to this moft fecret letter feparate, and write to me only, 
without making a duplicate for England. 
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CLAUDIUS RONDEAU TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Communicates to count Biron the information contained in the preceding letter.'^ 

, Converfation ‘with him on the fubjeci. 

■(St. Peterfburg, November the i6th, 1736-) Tho’ I had the honour to 
receive, on the nth inftant N. S. byway of Dantzig, your excellency’s letter 
of the 2 ill Oftober — ill November, I could not poffibly anfwer it fooner for 
want of an opportunity to communicate the fame to count Biron, which offered 
but two days ago. After having exafted from that gentleman the ftriftefb 
fecrecy on what I was going to tell him, and having firfl; affured him, in the 
beft manner I was able, that no other view than the great ffiendlhip the king 
my mailer had for the czarina and her interell, had led his majelly to tell his 
excellency what the French were doing in Sweden, that he might acquaint his 
millrefs with the fame, I then related to the count all your excellency has 
been pleafed to intrull me with by the king’s fpecial command. 

After that gentleman had defired me to . thank the king, in the czarina’s 
Siame, for this great mark of his majefty’s friendihip, he told me, he was per- 
fuaded the French would never be able to lead the Swedes to attack Ruffia ; 
the confequences of fuch a Hep being too dangerous for them to undertake : 
for the Swedes could not be ignorant, that in cafe they fhould break with this 
court, and the Ruffians fliould have over them but one fortunate campaign, 
they would be able to penetrate even to Stockholm. I anfwered the count, 
that tho’ I was convinced the Swedes of themfelves could do them no great 
hurt, yet neverthelefs, with the affiflance of French money, they might 
diflrefs the Ruffians very much at this time that they were at wear with the 
Turks. Count Biron replied, that he did not doubt but the French would do 
them all the hurt they could ; but, that, in cafe they ever could defign to 
furnifli the Swedes with money enough to enable them to attack this court, he 
thought they would fooner have done it during the war in Poland, which had 
been a much more favourable jundture. 

I anfwered him, that as the French had certainly done at that time all they 
could, tho’ without fuccefs, to lead the Swedes to declare openly in favour of 
king Staniflaus ; fo now, that they think the great Ioffes the Ruffians have 
fuffered this campaign is a good occafion to make another attempt, they will 
leave no Hone unturned to try again to lead Sweden to attack Ruffia ; and that 
scount Gyllenborg and monfieur Hopken will affifl them with all their might. 

To 
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To which the count made no reply, but thanked me again for the information 
I had given him ; and feemed, I thought, perfuaded that there was nothing to 
be apprehended from Sweden. Neverthelefs, he defired me to inform count 
Ofterman myfelf of all that I had been ordered to communicate firfl to him. 
I accordingly the fame day waited on that gentleman, and acquainted him with 
the affair, after I had made him promife he would not difcover it, nor the 
manner, nor by whom he had it. 

His excellency defired me alfo, in the moft obliging terms, to thank the 
king, in the czarina’s name, for this frefh mark of the king’s friendfhip 
towards her ; and defired me to mention to your excellency, that the czarina 
hoped the king would continue to inform her of all he Ihould hereafter learn 
of that affair ; and order his minifter at Stockholm to do his utmoft to prevent 
the French perfuading the Swedes to undertake any thing againft Rullia;- 
which would infallibly occafion great troubles in the north. For, in cafe the 
Swedes fhould a£i; fo contrary to their treaties and interefts, they might be 
great fufferers in the end ; for they muft know, that if the czarina was willing 
to ftand only on the defenfive, on the fide of Turky, fhe could have more, 
troops at liberty than were neceffary to afl offenfively againft Sweden. 

The count then gave me to underftand, tho’ not in dired words, that the 
French had made new attempts to gain this court ; and in cafe the czarina 
v/ould have entered into meafures with them, they would' very willingly have 
helped her majefty to make a very advantageous peace with the Porte. I 
anfwered count Ofterman, that I was eafify inclined to believe the French 
would do all they could to lead this court to enter into her meafures ; but 
that I hoped the czarina would never abandon her old friends, whofe only 
views were to do all that lay in their power to increafe her honour and glory. 
To which his excellency replied, their aftions Ihewed that they were unalter- 
able in their friendfhip ; and alked me, if I did not think, that in cafe the 
French fhould continue their intrigues at Stockholm, and did not fucceed in 
their views, this would not be a very proper opportunity for the king my 
mafter’s entering into fome engagements with the court of Sweden, that 
would for ever ruin the French intereft in that country : to which I could 
only reply, that the king was the only proper judge of that affair. The count 
faid, he could not yet perfuade himfelf the French, no twithftanding their 
great offers, would be able to lead the Swedes to make a ftep fo hazardous, 
and fo much againft their intereft, as would be their attacking this court; and 
added, that let the event be what it vfill, he was certain it would not engage 
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Period VI. the czariiia to alter her meafures in the leaft ; which laft vpords looking, I 
1734101737. as if the count thought this intelligence had been given to lead them, 

17315. the fooner to make up matters with the Turks, I ended my vifit in reiterating to 
him again, that the great ffiendfhip the king has for the czarina was the only 
and foie view his majefty had in giving the above account, which the king had 
received from a fure hand. 

Your excellency may depend I fhall not write a duplicate of this letter to 
England; and that I have always taken great care to give nothing in writing 
to this rainifter on any fubject of importance ; but have often, at their re- 
queft, given them extracts, fometimes copies, of the letters I have received 
from my lord Kinnoul and fir Edward Fawkener, with news ; which they have- 
had tranflated, to be communicated to the czarina : and I find the Imperial 
and Dutch minifiers do the like. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

thanks cardinal Fleury for his civilities and advice, and is willing to open a 

fecret correfpondence with him. 

MY LQRD, London, October 29— November ii, 1736. 

Waldegrave J Deferred acknowledging the favour of your lordlhip’s of the 23d inftant 

N. S.' untill I had an opportunity of fpeaking my mind with great freedom 
Secret. and fincerity, in return to the civilities which his eminence the cardinal had 
- been pleafed to expreffe for me : and if this may prove the beginning of a cor- 
refpondence to be carried on with friendlhip and confidence between his 
eminence and me, I fhall be very glad to improve and carry it on for the 
mutual honour and intereft of our refpedive mafters. 

I muft begin with returning his eminence my thanks for his friendly advice, 
in relation to the late outragious proceeding in Scotland ; and when his 
eminence is pleafed to recommend temper and moderation, all the world is 
wittneffe how much that fpiritt hath been the rule of his majefly’s government 
through the whole courfe of his reign, and to fuch a degree, that it is be- 
come allmoft no queftion, whether the Too great lenity of the government 
has not greatly encouraged thefe late tumults and diforders. When the ene- 
mies of a government conftrue mercy into weakneffe, and are bold' enough to 
promife themfelves iprpunity from what they call a fear of punifhing, it is high 
time to check at once their daring attempts. But the prefent affair of Scot- 
land is not enough looked into as yett, to determine his ihajefty what part to 
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take ; but fo great authority as his eminence’s will not feil to have its due 
weight. 

But I muft come now to the fecond part of your excellencie’s letter, of an 
iiifinite more generall and extenfive concern; which is his eminence’s con- 
verfation upon a firm union between the proteftant powers of Germany, to be 
eftablifhed and fupported in concert with the crown of France. His eminenc5r 
has before, feveral times, mentioned to your lordfhip his thoughts concerning a 
more ftrid union and ffiendlhip to be eftablifhed between the crowns of France 
and England. 

The queen has, by the fecretary of ftate, conftantly declared her readinesflc 
to enter into fuch a negcmation, and to pronaote it as far as can be thought 
reafonable and juft. But as I am now writing with my own hand, in con- 
fidence to your lordfhip, in return of the cardinal’s obliging profeffions 
towards me, I make no difficulty to venture to go a little farther than might 
be proper in an office difpatch, and to defire your lordfhip to acquaint the car- 
dinal, if he will be fo free as to open his mind more explicitly to your lordfhip, 
he fhall have my affiftance and concurrence ; which I promife the more freely, 
becaufe I am confident his eminency will propofe nothing to his majefty, but 
what he may with honour and juftice enter into. What I mean to fay is, that 
tho’ the notion, in generall commands at firft light our greateft attention, yett. 
as it muft confift of fo many parts, and regard fo many different interefts, it is 
impoffible for a man to form any judgement or hazard an opinion upon a pro- 
pofition fo generall, and hitherto not explained. If the cardinal will draw out ■ 
the heads of what he has conceived, and tranfmit them by your lordfhip to 
me, I do give my honour that what comes in this channel fhall be equally un- 
known to every other one of his majeftie’s fervants, as what I now write is to 
every perfon living, the queen only excepted. 

I muft now take a -freedom which I hope the cardinal will excufe, as it pro- 
ceeds from the greateft lincerity, and is faid with the greateft deference. I 
muft confeffe I have found myfelfe under the greateft difficulty to reconcile the 
advices your lordfhip has given us, from the cardinal’s own mouth, of his fen- 
timents with regard to the conclufion of the 'peace in generall, and in parti- 
cular with refpeft to England and the maritime powers, with the intelligences, 
and of no little authority, which we receive from Vienna. For whilft the cardinal 
is talking in this padfick and friendly manner to your lordfhip, we are 
from Vienna^ that propofitions have been fent &om France for fornfing a f^pa- 
rate peace .between dbe eipperour and France, exclufive of the maritime 
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powers : that forae projeft or fcheme of this kind had for a time laid dor- 
mant, and was not at firft relliihed by the court of Vienna. But we are affured 
now, that under various artifices and difguifes, it begins to gain ground a 
little ; and the lhape in which it is now reprefented to us is, that it will 
be neceffary for the three principal powers, viz. the emperour, France, and 
Spain, firft to conclude a definitive treaty of peace upon the foot of the prelimi- 
naries, without any participation of the maritime powers, and that treaty to be 
the foundation afterwards of a generall definitive treaty. 

The tendency and confequences of fuch a projeft, if it fhould prevail, are too 
obvious ; but in particular, are no ways confiftent with what is faid to you ; and 
I do hope the cardinal will give your excellency fatisfadion upon this article. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Believes cardinal Fleury to be fincere in recommending lenity to theperfons concerned 
in the riots at Edinburgh. — Strong inclination to pacific meafures.' — Mentions his 
motives for recommending an union of the proteflant princes and France agaitfi 
the emperor.' — Good ^edts of lord Waldegrave’ s infinuations to the cardinal 
agaitfi Ghauvelin. — Probability of Chauvelirds removal. 

DEAR BROTHER, . Hanover, November ii, 1735.. 

H’® majefty having been gracioufly pleafed to communicate to me the account 
lord Waldegrave has given to you alone in a letter of the 23d paft, of an 
extraordinary difcourfe which the cardinall had held to him in confidence, upon 
the condud which he thought is moft advifeable for the king to obferve in his 
domeftick as well as his foreign affairs at this jundure, I beg leave to trouble 
you with a few words upon it. 

As to the firft part relating to the outrage committed by the populace at Edin- 
burgh in the barbarous execution of captain Porteus, it is plain the cardinall 
'thinks that the orderly manner in which that was managed and perpetrated is 
an undoubted evidence of its having been contrived and condud^d by perfons 
of greater weight and confideration than the unruly mob, which feemed to be 
the worfe part of it ; and therefore his eminence, according to his calm and 
pacift^ difpofition, feems of opinion that a ftrid inquifition and fevere punilh- 
inent of thofe concerned in this wicked ad fhould rather be dr opt than purfued.. 
This way of reafoning, looking upon the cardinall to be an old, bigotted, popifh 
prieft, and a declared enemy not only to our religion but to our government 
and prefent happy eftablifliment, and that he delights in confufion, would make 
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one naturally fufpefl; his having fome knowledge of the horrid crime that Was Period VI. 
committed, of the authors of it, and of their being perfons of confideration j and ^^734^0 1737- « 
confequently that his defign was, under this colour of friendfliip for his majefly ' i 73 < 5 - 
and his government, to divert us from difcovering and puniftiing the heads of 
it, and to keep us in ignorance and indolence in regard to the true view of this 
horrid crime and the confequences of it. 

But without confidering whether this advice of his eminence fhould or fliould 
not be followed in any degree, I really believe, from the long and intimate ac- 
quaintance I had for feverall years with the cardinall, that his confidential! 
franknefs towards lord Waldegrave on this head proceeded from the naturall 
difpofitlon of his mind, as a lover of peace and quiet. For he has often told me 
at times, when I could have no reafon to fulpefl his having any particular view, 
that notwithftanding his religion, to which he was ftriftly attached, notwith- 
ftanding his being a cardinall, yett he was too good a Chriftian, too much a 
lover of mankind, to encourage any attempt in favour of the pretender againll 
his majefty’s government ; which mull create a fcene of blood and confufion 
in England, and in confequence of it in all Europe. And altho’ he may pof- 
fibly have from time to time returned civill anfwers to the pretender’s agent, 
agreeable to his mild temper, yett I. never hadcaufe to .think his eminence gave 
him the leafl hopes or encouragement. Nay, on the contrary, the Jacobites 
that had been very numerous and aftive at Paris upon the cardinall’s firft com- 
ing to the adminiftration, after forae experience of his words and aSions, foon 
vanilhed, and retired in defpair ; faying, there was nothing to be had during that 
old f oofs life, who is governed entirely by the Walpoles. And during feverall years 
of my embalfy, and his eminence having the chief credit in France, I did not 
perceive any thing that tended in the leaft towards favouring the pretender ; 
and notwithftanding the great induftry and addrefs of the late bilhop of Ro- 
chefter to gain, by the means of the Jefuits, (whom the cardinall then favoured 
in oppofition to the Janfenifts,) fome intereft with his ' eminence, it had noe 
manner of effea:. He was ufed to tell the Jefuits they had nothing to do with 
politicks ; and therefore I realy believe that what he has fayd to lord Walde- 
grave on the affair of captain Porteus, proceeds from a fincere defire that his 
majefty’s government may continue upon a quiet and agreeable foot. Whether 
the means he fuggefts for that purpofe be proper or not is another queftion. 

For he has often told me that, as he layd the foundation of his meritt in endea- 
vouring to preferve the tranquillity of Europe, and fliould value himfelf more- 
upon being called the pacijick cardinall than his pred^ceffors could doe upon 
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Period VI. their great and extenfive conquefts, he was perfwaded that the publick peace 
|^34to^737; jn a great ineafure depended upon preferving the prefent eftablilhment in Eng- 
173 ^* landj which makes me believe that the cardinall’s difcourfe was cordiall and 
fincere. . . 

As to what the cardinall added relating to his majefty’s endeavouring, as the 
firft; proteftant prince in Europe, to bring about a firm union among the pro- 
teftant princes in Germany, altho’ it feem’d very extraordinary to lord Walde- 
gfaA''e, as indeed it would to any body who knows nothing more of him than 
being a pieft and a cardinall, I can affure you he has held that language, 
during our great intimacy, often tome, founded upon a principle (which I 
thought the late war had cured him of), viz. that the emperor is a moft formidable 
power ; and that, in confequence of it, he is a moft ambitious prince, and de- 
firous to make himfelfe abfolute in Germany, which nothing can prevent but 
an union between the proteftant princes in Germany, and France joyning in 
cafe of neceffity with thofe princes, to check the defigns of the houfe of Auftria. 
I have often endeavoured to ftiew him the weaknefs of that family without the 
affiftance of the maritime powers. He always perfevered in infilling there could 
be no'e fufficient reftraint to the emperour’s power and views, but a perfeft har- 
mony among the proteftant powers in the empire, and noe fure way of preferv- 
ing the tranquillity of Europe but a good underftanding between France and 
the maritime powers. However weak the firft part of this reafoning, as is found 
by experience, iriay be, and however the daft maxim may be to the old ambi- 
tious views of France, yett I mull doe- the cardinall the juftice to own that 
he never departed from talking and afling agreeably to thefe principles for 
feverall years. But after monfieur Chauvelyn came into the adminiftration, he 
found means by his tricks and impofitions to make his eminence deviate from 
them, particularly in the execution'of the treaty of Seville. 

The cardinall’s way of talking of monfieur Ghauvelyn to lord Waldegrave, on 
occafion of the nomination of monfieur Cambis, Ihows plainly what a good ef- 
feO; his lordfhip’s' confidential! overture to his eminence of- the Garde des 
S^eaux’s infolent behaviour has had ; and I mull freely own to you that I was 
not eafy untill his lordfliip had done fomething of that nature, which you feem’d 
avetfe to int England. For I know by experience that the making fuch a eonfi- 
dfence to the cafdiiiall in a friendly manndr, and with that addrefs which is pe- 
culiar to his lordlhip, far from being difagreeable to his eminence, would pleafe 
ham, if you followed his advice for your condu^ upon it afterwards. And as 
to thfe management of monfieur Chauvelyn, who by the weaknefs of his emi- 
nence 
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nence might be able to difcover it, there is nothing foe true and foe well known 
to all the forreign miniftres at Paris than that there is noe pleafing that minifter 
if you will have a particular regard for the cardinall; nay, unlefs you will aban- 
don his eminence entirely, and be a meer dupe to the tricks and falfehoods of 
the other. The foot that lord Waldegrave is now upon with the cardinal!, if 
managed, as I don’t doubt but it will be, with prudence, may be of great fervice 
to his mtgefty. And what his lordlhip fays relating to the removall of the Garde 
des Sfcaux, joyned with what is intimated of that nature in the written news- 
letters from Paris, and what don Louis d’Acunha has mentioned in his letters 
to his friends at the Hague, after a converfation with monlieur Chavigny, makes 
the fall of that minifter appear more probable than I ever thought or expefted, 
efpecially fince the duke d’ Antin, that great and able courtier, and his friend, is 
dead ; for I believe that monfieur Chauvelyn has not now one fincere friend of 
confideration about the court or the cardinall. All that I can fay is, if that 
event Ihould come to pafs, it is impoffible for his fucceffor, lett him be ever fo 
bad, to be worfe for his majefty’s intereft than he is. 

If we had known, or would have believed, what is the true fituation of Chauve- 
lyn with the cardinall, or if the doflrine of managing him to fo great a degree- 
had not been preach’d up in England, there is no doubt but what you hint in 
your letter to me, of not having lett him know the blunder he had made, would 
have been the wifeft way, and the confidence of it to his eminence might have 
deftroyed him quite. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

‘The cardinal delivers his fentiments on his letter about the definitive treaty.-^ 
ExpreJJes himfelf highly in his favour. — Propofes a fecret correfipondetice, to be 
knoven only to the king of France and king and queen of England.. 

SIR, » Paris, November 2 1 ft, 1736, N. S. 

qn the 13th inftant I received the honour of your letter of the 29th Oftober 
— 9th November. As I could fay but little in anfwer to it till I had feen 
the cardinal, I deferred till now giving you an account of my proceedings 
upon the feveral matters contained in your letter. 

I was with the cardinal the day before, yefterday at Iffy, and yefterday I had 
another conference with him at Verfailles. I began the conference at Iffy with 
reminding his eminence of the difeourfe we had had fome time before, which 
he had allowed me to communicate to you in.the utmoft confidence. Lthen told 
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’eriod VI, him that I was authorifed by you, and ready to acquaint him with your fenti- 
^ 737- ments upon his .friendly overtures. The cardinal feemed earneft to hear what you 
t 736 . faid on the feveral fubjefts we had treated. I told him, by way of intro- 
dudlion, that I would, in the firft place, read over to him your whole letter, 
to apprife him in general of its contents, and then, if he pleafed, we would 
confider upon it article by article, in order to take his thoughts the better upon 
the anfwer he might make. During the firft reading, I found the cardinal 
often difpofed to contradift fome of the advices you had from Vienna ; but, 
upon my obferving that we Ihould be lefs lyable to miftake one another if he 
made his objections when we took the letter to pieces, he acquiefced. 

I am now, fir, to give you the moft exadt relation I can of what pafled at 
the fecond reading. As the firft paragraph of your letter confifted moft of 
compliments, and fbewed your defire to cultivate a friendftiip with his eminency 
for the mutual honour and intereft of our refpedtive mafters, he made the like 
profeffions on his part, adding, that he did not queftion but this correfpond- 
ence would anfwer the ends propofed by it ; fince, befides your known and 
diftinguilhed abilities, he knew you to be un tres homiete bomme, et de grand, 
courage., charadters he looked upon as highly neceffary to carry on good bufi- 
nefs, bonne befogne ; the accounts he had from all people confirmed him in this 
opinion. In this confidence, he would enter into a private correfpoiidence with 
you through my channel, that nobody in France Ihould be privy to it but the 
king his ihafter : and he expedled that nobody befides their majeftys Ihould 
know that any thing I wrote upon the affairs that might be treated between 
you came from him ; for tho’ his taking this ftep was for the common good, 
yet, as a minifter, he ought not to difclofe matters of ftate. But his depend- 
ance was fo great on the honour of thofe he now intrufted, that he was per- 
fuaded, that in any ufe you might hereafter make of any hints he Ihould give 
you, his name would never appear. I gave him all the affurances he had a mind 
to ; and, when our compliments were over, we proceeded to the body of the 
letter. 

The cardinal approved extreamly your manner of reafoning upon the late 
outrageous tumult at Edinburgh ; and, from what you were pleafed toffay on 
the fubjefl:, he was fatisfied you would follow the propereft ftep in fuch a cafe. 
He was very fenfible and acknowledging for the attention intended to be given 
to his notions, which he had adapted to his conduft here ; he felt the differ- 
ence between the cuftoins of England, and the extent of power in this kingdom, 
where, without fltedffing of blood, offences might be puuilhed as they deferved. 

■ We 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. ' 

We came next to the general part of your letter, relating to the alliances 
which might be made between the proteftant powers, fupported by France, 
and to the hints his eminence had lately throwm out for a more ftrift union 
between England and France.'' I recollefted, in a concife manner, what his 
eminence had propofed on both thofe heads, and made a Ihort recapitulation 
of the anfwers I had given by command, which contained the fulleft afliirances 
of our readinefs to concur with him in all that might be thought juft and 
honourable for both crowns. I obferved farther, that hitherto we had talked 
to one another in general terms, giving reciprocal affurances of a fmcere defire 
to bring about a lafting union between our mafters ; but as now his eminency 
and you were agreeing to come to a clofer underftanding, the plaineft method 
for this purpofe was that he fliould indulge us fo far as to draw out himfelf, or 
dictate to me, heads of-what he might think conducive to the foregoing ends : 
that, confidering the incertitude we were in with regard to the variety of lhapes 
his negociations had been in fince his firft treating with the court of Vienna, 
he could not think us unreafonable ; and by a friendly propofal made by him, 
we might at once regulate our motions to aft in concert with him, being fully 
perfuaded that he would propofe nothing but what fhould be confiftent with his 
majefty’s honour to come into. He allowed that what I advanced about the 
variations in his negociations at Vienna to be true, reladvely to the form ; but 
as to the fubftance, he denied pofitively there being the leaft,* infifting that 
when we faw the whole, we would believe him j that in the mean time, he 
would conftder of my propofal, and let me know his fentiments. He in- 
finuated pretty ftrongly that applications were made to him from many parts. 
Von nous recherche de beaucoup d’endroits ; but he fliould ever prefer a ftriO; 
union with England, and would ferioufly confider to anfwer your expeflations 
and his own infinuations for that purpofe. 

I thought it beft not to prefs him farther on the preceding parts, of your 
letter,, forefeeing that the next paragraph muft make him fpeak clofer than he 
has done hitherto, unlefs he had been abfolutely determined to amufe us;. 
by vain words and general propofilions. In reading it to him, I laid, my ftrefs, 
upon the advices you had from Vienna, that France had. propofed to finilh 
alone with the emperor exclufively of the maritime powers : that this fcheme 
had lain dormant for fometime, but began now to revive, and with the addition 
of Spain to the emperor and France, for the conclufion of a definitive treaty, 
which Ihould be the foundation of another general definitive treaty. I added,. 
carelef?ly, that I could not give credit to your intelligence for the fame reafon 
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you mentioned, fince it was contradidiory to all his enlinence had faid to me of 
his intention, and of his defire that his majeliy and the States General Ihould 
be included in all the conclufive tranfadiions for the pacification ; and even he 
had wanted to engage his majefty in a particular treaty with France, to check 
the ambitious projedts he apprehended the houfe of Auftria and the court of 
Spain would probably imagine, when once the prefent pacification had taken 
place. 

Here the cardinal bid me take a pen and a flieet of paper, and began to dic- 
tate as follows : “//£/? faux quePon ait propose im traite defenfif entre PEfpagne, 
la France, et Pempereur. II ejl vrai que Pon a propose un traite defmitif entre 
Pevipereur et la France, comme le moyen le plus court pour parvenir a P execution 
des preliminaires, que le traite propose n' eft que general d'amitie et d’ union, fans 
auctine ftiptdation, contre aucune puijfance, ni sneme aucune ftipulation particuUere'a . 
■ Isur fiijet que ce traite rieft pas concluP* 

A Pegard de PA7igleterre — Des le commeiicement de la negociation avec la cour 
de Vienne, la France a propose que P Angleterre ,et la Flollande ettffent part d la 
pacification, que bien loin d prefent de chercher d les en exclure, elle cositinue dara 
fes premiers feiithnents pour les adsnettre. 

As the cardinal made a fort of paufe, I afls.t in lyhat manner, how, and by 
what means this admillion was to be brought about. But the anfwers to thefe 
■queries were put off to farther confideration, and the cardinal didfated on : ^e 
Pobjet prefent de la negotiation d Vienne deft P execution des preliminaires tels qu'ils 
ont He communiques d P Angleterre, quails n’y a ahfdlument pas d' article fecret, que 
le but en eft de garantir reciproquement les arrangements qui y font contenus. By 
way of explication to the foregoing paragraph, he faid there might be a 
fmall variation as to the letter of the preliminaries, -in cafe Spain evacuated Tuf- 
cany, for then France 'was to have the adlual poffelEon of Loraine ; but this 
would make no alteration as to the general fyftem with refpedl to France, fince 
having that dutchy in prefent, or upon the grand duke’s demife, confidering its 
fituation, feemed indifferent to the reft of Europe. 

The cardinal then thus purfued to didlate : Sa majefte tres chretienne n'a 
prefentement d’ autre vue que d'empecher autant que faire fe pourra par des alliances 
d^enftves qiPauctme puijfance n’en-vabiffe les Hats ou les droits des autres. Par ce 
qui eft dejd dit morjieur le chevalier Walpole peut voir la part qiPil conviendr.a a 
P Angleterre de prendre pour ces jins, il pour oit mime ( I’d le juge convenablej 
trouver des moyens de faire gouter d la cour de Vienne PadmJJion de P Angleterre 
an prefent traite, que la France, concurreroit volontiers, et cela ne faroitroit pas 
etrfinge d Vmine, puifque monfteur le cardhial y a toujours parle dans ce Jens. 

7 Thefe 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


Thefe are the very -words- as they were diftated to me by the cardinal the day Period V 
before yefterday at Iffy. I read them over to him yefterday at Verfailles to 
avoid miftakes, and he acknowledged them as his own. He put me there again 173d- 
in mind, that it was not in his minifterial capacity he took this ftep, but merely 
to fhew his confidence in you ; that he thought it the beft way of treating, fince 
by expofing the ftate he was in, you might judge w'hat might be proper for 
England to do to aft in concert with France. 

I thought it more defirable to overlook fome inconfiftencies in the feries of 
his proceedings, than to venture patting him out of countenance, and perhaps 
out of humour, by obferving upon them, efpecially upon his confeffion of the 
particular treaty between France and the emperor for finilliing exclufive of the 
maritime powers., I juft made him feel I was forry he had been drawn into 
fuch a ftep contrary to his own intentions. He did not deny it, but all was 
for the better. I alkt him neverthelefs, whether, if this particular treaty was 
concluded, he intended to have a general definitive one ? He anfw'ered brifkly, 
affuriment, for every body had a mind to it. I aflct how it was to be made, by 
whom it was to be propofed, and where it was to be negociated ? He anfw'ered, 
he did not really know ; that no meafures had yet been talcen ; that he was at 
a lofs when the firft treaty (if that was to take place) would be fettled, from the 
dilatory ways of the court of Vienna. For, if once fhe was in poffeffion of all 
Ihe might expeft by the treaty, lire would not be in hafte to finilh it j and as the 
evacuation of Tufcany was not to be in confequence of this treaty, but of the 
afts to be paffed between Spain and Vienna, the emperor would have no reafon 
from thence to haften the conclufion of his treaty with France. 

To keep up the difcourfe, I aflct the cardinal if he thought of a congrefs for 
the general definitive treaty. Fie faid he would avoid one if he could ; that we 
faw how much time a private tranfaftion with the emperor for matters quite 
fettled by the preliminaries had taken up ; that if a congrefs was appointed for 
the difcuffion of fuch other as would unavoidably be brought there, God alone 
knew who would live to fee an end of it; therefore, if he was- not forced to 
have a congrefs he would have none. Here he talkt a good deal, rambling 
from one point to another, and throwing out general propofitibns : that as by 
the preliminaries nothing was to be treated in the general pacification but what ■ 
had been done in confequence of the late war, the fettlement of the prelirai- 
irarys was fufficient to eftablifli the peace ; that all the reft was but formalities, 
which might even leffen the ftrength of the foud ; that the pacification had 
taken up a long fpace' ; that he was tired, and would finilh at any rate ; and 
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Period VI. that if the emperor’s councils judged right, or he was in the emperor’s cafe, he 
1734101737. to the laft projeft of Spain, which feemed to be equitable. 

173^' This laft paffage gave the cardinal an oppertunity to afllire me in the ftrongeft 
terms that he had no engagement whatfoever with Spain ; that his engagements 
with that court had finifhed with the warr ; that the queen of Spain hated him as 
much as ever, and was as jealous of France as if he was at the eve of declaring 
war to her ; that Ihe pretends to know for certain that France will join its forces 
with the emperor to drive her out of Italy, if ftie does not quit Tufcany. The 
cardinal obferved here that he has no fuch intention ; he is not forry the queen 
of Spain ihould think it, hoping it will make her more tradable. He then told 
me the allarms count Glemes had put her into upon fome advices he received 
that the French were drawing a confiderable body of men together on the fron- 
tiers of Catalonia. This gentleman, who commands the Spanifti forces in that 
province, fent an account of it to Madrid, hinting that he had reafons for appre- 
hending the French would invade Catalonia, if the embarcation went forward. 
Upon receipt of Glemes’s letter, the queen of Spain fent fbr monfieur de Vau- 
grenant, abufed him exceffively, and would not believe a word of all he faid to 
remove her fufpicions. She fent orders immediately to Trevigno to make ftrong 
remonftrances againft this manner of proceeding of the French court. This 
the cardinal told me in great confidence, and as a proof of the moderate foot- 
ing he is upon with their catholick majefties. 

When he had concluded his ftory, I put him again upon the fubjeft of his 
former notions of treating privately with us, when his treaty with the emperor 
Ihould be continued in the fame mind as before; that he would hona jide acquaint 
us with all his treatys ; that we ought to do the like by him, and we might then 
fee to form alliances agreeable to both our engagements ; that with refpeft to 
him we ihould have few difficulties, for he had no treatys but what we knew of; 
that it was a common notion we had lately concluded one with Icing Auguftus, 
and that we were now upon concluding one with Sweden. But he was not in 
pain about them, being fure that you would not take engagements without 
France inconfiftent with thofe you might have with other powers ; that his ob- 
jeO: in treating with us was to maintain a juft ballance in Europe, and to obviate 
what might occafion frefh difturbances ; that this objeft ought to be equally 
defirable by his majefty as by France ; and for that purpofe he (the carffinal) 
was as ready to treat, tho’ with this exprefs condition, that in any future con- 
vention or agreement between England and France we muft not look upon our- 
- fdlves to be engaged only by the terras of art, but be likewife engaged upon our 
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honours not to enter into any engagements with other powers without previoufly 
acquainting each other with what we propofed to do. In this method, and in 
no other, we could make a lafting work. 

I talkt in general of the treatys France was fuppofed to have, particularly of 
that with the elector palatin for the fucceffion of Bergs and Juliers. He faid that 
when it was a proper time to confider of that matter, we fhould fee his engage- 
ments did not go a great way. He ftill fufpefts the Dutch having their private 
views in favouring the king of Pruflia, tho’ they would have it thought they 
mean only to remove any occalion of voyes de fait. He fuppofes that it would 
be more beneficial to the maritime powers that a good lhare of the palatin fuc- 
ceflion ftiould go to a branch of that family, who would have little befides, than 
that it Ihould go towards making the king of Pfuffia more powerfull in Ger- 
many than he actually is. He faid that after this we would eafily believe he 
had no engagements with that prince, adding it in a jelling way, that the pre- 
fents the French queen fent him of tapiffery and fnuff-boxes, &c. were a fuffi- 
cient compenfation for the civilitys he had Ihewn her father. 

In the courfe of the converfation the cardinal himfelf renewed his former pro- 
fellions of having nothing to do with the pretender. He told me frankly that 
he fancied we had had fome fufpicions of his or his mafter’s being difpofed to 
favour him. He faid as much as it was poffible to fay to clear himfelf and the 
French Icing of fuch an imputation. As we were breaking up he renewed an old 
complaint againft Mr. Robinfon, and attributed to him many difficultys he had 
been under in the Vienna negociation; and he defiied that I would get you to write 
to Mr. Robinfon to avoid if polTible giving room for fuch complaints. I did the 
heft I could to clear Robinfon, told him that he had juflified himfelf fufficiently 
fome time ago on thefe heads 5 and that I was perfuaded thefe fuggeftions to 
Mr. Robinfon’s prejudice came from people who wanted to keep up a coldnefs 
between our courts. He pretended ftill to think differently. I take it for 
granted that Bartenftein makes a merit to DutHeil in exaggerating things that 
Mr. Robinfon may- now and then let fall in his fplenetick moods 5 and it is very 
probable that Dutheil, to cover his frequent blunders, and to make his court to 
monfieur Chauvelyn, may lay his own faults to Mr. Robinfon’s charge. 

I muft not omit acquainting you that the laft thing the cardinal faid was, that 
Chauvelyn muft not know a word of any thing that paffed between us, and this 
he repeated in a mifterious manner, putting his finger to his mouth ; Pas un 
mot de cecy au Garde des Sgeaux. I have endeavoured to relate fa£ls as near as 
I could as they w'ere told me by the cardinal. My letter is already too long for 
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encreafing it by obfervations of my own, and you are much more capable of 
making juft ones than any body I know. All I can venture to fay on the fore- 
going fubjefts is, that tho’ it is to me a great queftion whether much wiU be 
concluded in confequence ef thefe private tranfaftions with the cardinal, yet 
from what he faid, one may judge that he has not taken any engagement, nor is 
like to take any to our prejudice. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Baron Gedda is deftrous to go to England as Swedijh minijier. 

DEAR SIRj ' Paris, November 24, 1736. 

J UST as I am difpatching a meflenger for England, monfieur Gedda is come . 

in to me ; he fays he is under fome difficulties to his project for going to re- 
fide in England on the part of Sweden. His cafe followeth : 

The place of fecretary of ftate for foreign affairs in Sweden will be foon va- 
cant, the prefent fecretary being to fucceed baron Ribbing in the prefidentlhip 
of the mines. The queen of Sweden has infinuated to Gedda, that fhe wo:uId 
like to have him put in for the fecretarylhip ; and Gedda has not dared to de- 
cline afking it : but he has writ at the fame time to count Horn, that he would 
like full as well to go to England, provided he had the fame allowance as baron 
Sparr.had there, upon account of the expenfivenefs of the country. But count 
Horn .wifhes that Gedda Ihould go for England. The count has conftantly told 
him that the only difficulty that could attend his going was the . fallary he ex- 
peded, fince the pretence taken to recall Sparr was to fave the extraordinarys 
they gave him, and this was a point would not be eafy to get over. Gedda 
hopes he has found out an expedient to remove count Horn’s difficulty ; he 
reckons that it may be eafily brought about. That though he fhould be ap- 
pointed fecretary of ftate, he may be fent to England, and his place of fecretary 
be executed fro interim by a deputy, of which there are many inftances in 
' Sweden : by this means the common pay of envoy with the pay of fecretary 
would be fufficient to maintain him well in England, and count Horn’s objec- 
tion would be removed. Gedda defires me to write this to you, that, if you 
think proper, you may get Mr. Finch to talk of it to count Horn, not as a 
thought from Gedda, but as a thing that may have occurred to him. Forgive 
this fcrawl, which is owing to the hafte I am in not to detain the meffenger. 
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SECRET CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO A LETTER FROM -THE i734toi737- 

PRETENDER, WHICH CHAUVELIN BY MISTAKE GAVE TO LORD 'T — ’ 

WALDEGRAVE. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. ' 


Chauvelin delivers by mijiake, among other papers, a letter from the pretender . — 
> Converfatian with Cbauvelin on that fnhjedt. 


MY LORD, ■ Paris, Oflober ii, 1736. 

J Write this molt fecret letter to give your grace a full account of a moft 
extraordinary tranfadlion between monfieur Chauvelin and me, occafioned 
by a paper which was given me the day before yefterday by this minifter, I am 
to fuppofe, through a grofs miftalce. 

After dining with monfieur Chauvelin, I went down, as ufual, to talk upon 
the affairs I might of courfe have to treat with hirp on the ambaffador’s day. 
Before we began 'our converfation, he went to his defk and took out a parcel 
of papers, which he faid were the anfwers, fent him by the controleur general, 
to a memorial I had given in at Compiegne in behalf of one Gallichamp, a 
Jerfey-man, recommended to me by your grace. He made me an excufe for 
not giving it fooner, which had happened out of forgetfulnefs, for the con- 
troleur’s letter was dated the 17th paft. As I intended, at my return home to 
Paris, to have the papers looked over with Gallichamp, I put them in my 
pocket, and proceeded to talk with monfieur Chauvelin upon other matters j 
and after a fliort vifit, I took my leave. When I got home at night, I was 
much furprized, in looking over my papers, to find amongfl them a copy, or 
a tranflation, (I rather fuppofe the latter,) of a letter from the pretender to 
fome agent of his here ; but, as there was neither docket nor fuperfcription 
upon it, I cannot fay which. Your grace has here a copy of it, exadlly con- 
formable to that I had. 

After my firft furpriffe was over, I confidered with myfelf, whether this 
paper had been put, by miftake, amongfl: thofe monfieur Chauvelin gave me, 
or whether this might not be an artifice of his, to fliew me, by an indireft way, 
that the pretender and his emilfaries were awake ; and that, if we difoblige 
France, this court might do fomething difagreeable to us in the pretender’s 
favour ; hoping, by this ftep, to intimidate and bring us into whatever mea- 
fures he Ihould propofe. . 

After numberlefs reflexions on the cafe, I determined to return to Chauvelin, 
to endeavour to find out the truth of the matter,, and to. hear what the Garde 
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Period VI. des Sceaiix would fay upon it, before I mentioned it to the cardinal. I 
1 734^01 73 7- defer’d going till this morning, that there might not be an appearance of 
1735. miftery, which my being at Verfailles two days together would infallibly have 
occafioned. 

The paper given by nionfieur Geddes to the minifters of the mediators at 
Lifbon, inclofed in your grace’s letter of the 23d part, which I did not receive 
till yefterday in the evening, (the mail having been detained by contrary 
winds a day longer than ordinary,) gave me a very good pretext to go this 
morning to court ; and I took my meafures to arrive there at an hour when 
the cardinal is ufually with the French kingj fo that my going ftrait to 
Chauvelin appeared a thing of courfe. 

He feemed furprifed at feeing me there, and ftill more fo when I told him it 
was he that brought me. I alked him if he had milfed no paper fince the 
night before laft. He faid he had not. I watched his countenance as narrowly 
as I could, to fee whether it altered ; but all I could obferve, was an eagernefs 
to know what I meant by my queftion. Upon which I told him that he had 
given me, with Gallichamp’s papers, one no ways relating to that affair, and I 
had brought it with me to reftore it to him. I then put the letter into his 
hands, telling him, in a jelling way, that I was the laft perfon it ought to have 
been given to, unlefs it was intended as a mark of his diflike to the writer, and 
to his caufe ; in which cafe I was much obliged to him for this confidence in 
me, and the king my mailer would be very fenfible of it. All this paffed 
Handing. He then propofed fitting down ; but upon looking into the letter, 
he was fo dalhed, and knew fo little what he was about,' that after reading 
•over three or four lines, he faid I will read it all to you if you pleafe ; I replied, 
fmiling, that he could not fuppofe I had it a whole day without being apprifed 
of its contents. He then protefted he had never read it himfelf ; that it had 
been given him the fame morning he had, by miftake, given it me ; and to 
make what he faid appear more credible, he infilled upon reading it over aloud 
to me. When he came to that part of it where the pretender talks of his 
retablijffhiient, he faid. S' il attend que nous le retablijjions, il attendra long terns ; 
and then made a fort of protellation of his never having been a favourer of the 
pretender, nor a liftener to his foolilh projeds. He obferved, that the pre- 
tender’s minifters were very much out in their calculations, in fuppofing that 
France would propofe any thing in his favour to the court of Vienna ; or, if 
they did, that the emperor would hearken to them. He afterwards read away 
jiretty fall to himfelf, faying, how and then, with an air of derilion, Ce$ mef- 




ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


m 


fieiirs font bien injiriiits. In fine, he faid, this is one of thofe letters he generally 
writes, upon the leaft alteration of aflairs in Europe, to put in his claim for fup- 
port and proteSion from any of thofe powers he hopes may think it worth their 
while to encourage him ; but, I can allure you, that is not the cafe with us. 

I put it home to him to know who the letter was to, and whom he had it 
from; Ifuppofed O’Brian the moll likely for both; but he denied it pofi- 
tively, and would make me believe that it was the tranllation of an intercepted 
letter. He faid Be could not tell me exadtly how he came by it, but that 
I might eafrly guefs ; for that it was his office to be informed of every thing, 
by one means or another. I bid- him obferve the date and conclufion of 
the letter: by the firll it appeared to have been writ fix weeks ago; 
by the latter, the perfon it is writ to is directed to wait upon the cardinal 
and him, to talk upon the matters contained in the letter. That it was not to 
be fuppofed this agent, whoever he was, had been fo negleflfull of his mailer’s 
bufinefs as not to have been with him and the cardinal to execute his orders. 
He pretended not ; but, in a kind of confidence, he faid, Man il fourroit bien 
venir Sa?nedi, the day after to-morrow. I afked who ; he anfwered O’ Brian ; 
adding, that in return for my civility to him, he would, at ,our next meeting, 
tell me plainly what had pafled between him and this agent of the pretender’s. 
He added farther, that though this was a great meprife, he was very glad of It 
in the main ; fince it not only afforded him an occafion to clear himfelf, if we 
had any notion of his being Jacobitilhly difpofed, but that the contents of the 
letter were an evident proof that this court was in no fcheme, nor under any 
engagement, to promote the pretender’s interell. 

I made a Ihort obfervation upon the lall line or two of the firll paragraph ; 
where the pretender, mentioning the emperor’s having a right to expedl that 
France lhall fpeak firll, fays, Sur tout ai egard d d infinuation qu’il a fait il y a 
plufieurs mois. This he faid he could not explain ; but that it feemed relative to 
fome tranfadlion between the court of Vienna and the pret^der, to which he 
was not privy. May not this relate to the overtures which the cardinal told 
me, a long while fince in confidence, were made by the pretender towards a 
peace ? But I did not fay fo much to monfieur Chauvelin, confidering from 
whom I had it. 

The next matter in agitation was the ufe I might make of the letter. To 
cut ihort any entreaties which I judged he would make for its going no, farther 
.. than me, fince it was by his blunder, which he repeated over and over, that I 
came by it, I told him that, were he in my place, he would not hefitate a mo- 
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VI. ment to- give an account of it to the king his mafter ; that I was determined to 
do the fame ; that I would reprefent the fadts in the bell lights I could to clear 
him from being fuppofed a promoter of the pretender’s caufe ; that, as he 
defired me not to mention this accident to the cardinal, I would not. But I 
mull tell him beforehand, that I fliould take a proper opportunity to infmuate 
to his eminency, that I had certain intelligence of the pretender’s emiffaries- 
being at work, and hear what the cardinal would fay to me on the fubjeft, 
Monlieur Chauvelin was fatisfied with this ; and allow'ed me to fay any thing, 
provided I would give him my word that the cardinal fliould not know how I 
came by it. 

This accident, or whatever elfe your grace may be pleafed to call it, feemed, 
whilfl: I was with monlieur Chauvelin, to have driven out of his thoughts all 
our late difagreements. He called me twenty times mon ami, and repeated as 
often, je mnpte fur votre honneur. This is certain, that if he gave me the 
paper defignedly, he adted his part exceeding well to difguife it. 

I need not trouble your grace with any remarks on this letter 5 it fpeaks itfelf. 
I do not quellion its being' genuine. It'lhows plainly the pretender’s looking 
upon this as a proper conjundlure to endeavour to difturb our prefent happy 
eftablifliment under the king and his royal family. I will ufe my utmofl: 
endeavours here to defeat any fuch pernicious defigns ; and I doubt not, but 
his maj'efty’s miniHers in other courts will exert themfelves alfo in difcovering 
and preventing the ill effects thereof. For though j as monfieur Chauvelin 
obferved, this may only be a fetch of the pretender’s to put people in 
mind of him, yet all that comes from that quarter deferves the utmofl; con- 
fideration. 

P. S. Odlober 1 3th. Conn has juft been with me. He pretends to have 
undoubted intelligence that the pretender’s eldeft fon is at a convent near 
Barcelona, difguifed in a prieft’s habit. I queftioned Conn, how he came by 
his intelligence. He fays he faw it in a letter from a man at Barcelona, who is 
very well informed. 

Letter from the Pretender, delivered by miftake from Chauvedin to the 
Earl of Waldegrave. Inclofed in the preceding difpatch. 

'A Rome, ce 28me Aout, 1736. 

lE n’ai pas tarde d’ccrire a Vienne en conformite de ce que vous m’ave2? 
^ ^ fuggere, il y a quelques femaines afin qu’on eut tout le loifir de prendre 
'* des juftes mefures pour decouvrir, apres I’entiere conclulion, de la paix, les 
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difpofitlons de I’empereur par rapport a mes interets, dam la fuppofitlon Period VI. 
que la France feroit portee a faire une tentative pour mon retabliflemeat, 
en cas que I’empereur n’y voulut pas mettre d’oppolition. Je fuis bien aife Correfpond- 
de m’etre pris de bonne heure a ccrire ainfi a Vienne; parce que, par la pretenLr^s^ 
reponfe que j’en re9ois, je vois clairement que ce que j’ai ecrit ne fufEra letter, 
point pour engager I’empereur a fe declarer fur une matiere egalenient im- 
portante et delicate. Ce qui vient de moi feul fur une pareil fujet, fera 
toujours fufpeft. On pourra croire affez naturellement qu’a force de me 
flatter, je me figure ce qui n’eft pas, et fi je ne p^uis dire quelque chofe de 
pofitive, et nieme plus ou moins d’authentique fur les difpofitions de la France, 
je n’ofe efperer que I’empereur voudra s’ouvrir a moi. 

Enfin feroit il raifonable, qu’il le fit fur des idees et des efperances vagues 
et generales, qu’on lui reprefenteroit de ma part, fans f^avoir ce que penfe 
veritablement.Ia France fur mon fujet. Car enfin quelque picque qu’il puiife 
etre centre I’eledeur d’Hanovre, il croiera toujours qu’il lui emporte trop de 
conferver fa voix, comme elefteur, pour ne pas avoir quelques menagemens 
pour lui, jufques a ce qu’il puiffe s’afliirer de trouver mieux fon compte ailleurs 
par rapport a fes veiies pour fa fucceffion. On fuppofe auffi que I’empereur 
n’ell pas trop content des delais, qui ont ete apportes a Fentiere conelufion 
de la paix. Mais, lors qu’elle fera une fdis terminee, il n’eR pas a douter, qu’il 
ne fent rdvement a qui, il en liera redevable, et de quelle afireufe fituation la 
France I’aura tire, et meme des a prefent en retijant fes trouppes du Rhin et 
de I’ltalie, il me femble qu’il donne une marque bien eclatante a la France de fa 
confiance en "elle, et que cette derniere devroit etre encouragee par la a lui en 
donner de la fienne, particulierement fur ce qui me regarde ; fur tout lorfqu’on 
reflechit que fur cet article I’empereur a plus de menagement a garder que la 
France, laquelle ne paroit4)as avoir a prefent rien a efperer, ni rien a craindre, 
de I’elefteur d’Hanovre. 

Enfin il eft certain, que fi nous voulons f9avoir veritablement les difpofitions 
de I’empereur a inon egard, il faut s’y prendre d’une autre maniere, C’eft 
aux miniftres de France a conflderer et a determiner ce qui leur convient de 
faire ; mais s’ils veulent que I’ernpereur ne s’y oppofe pas, et qu’ils fouhaitent 
fincerement de s’unir etroitement avec lui, je me flatte qu’ils n’hefiteront pas 
a fonder eux-mdmes I’empereur, foit par mon canal, foit par quelques autres, 
fur le parti qu’il feroit difpofe a prendre, en cas que la France entreprit mon 
retablilfement. Je fuis fi perfuade que I’empereur eft tout difpofe a n’y pas 
inettre oppofition ; et j’ai une fi grande idee de fa droiture et de fa probite, 
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que je fuis pleinement convaincu que I’on ne rifqueroit rien en cek. Je fens 
meme, qu’il n’y a pas d’ autre chemin a prendre pour faire parler a I’einpereur 
fur mon fujet. Car quoique la confiance doit etre rautuelle fur cet article^ 
cependant il fe croiera toujours en droit de s’attendre que la France foit la pre- 
miere a lui en faire a prefent, fur tout en egard a Tiniinuation qu’il a fait il y 
a plufieiirs mois. 

Du refte, depuis la lettre que vous mkvez ecrite fur ces matieres, les affaires 
ont change de face par rapport a I’empereur. Il va s’engager dans nne guerre 
qui I’occupera tout entier. Sa religion, fa gloire, fon interet, y pourront etre 
pleinement fatisfait ; et en portant fes armes dans un pays li eloigne des notres, 
il ne fera pas meme dans fon pouvoir pour long terns de donner de la jaloufie a 
la France- Or dans une pareille conjunfture qu’eft-il befoin de faire aucune 
confiance a l’empereur fur les veues, que I’on pent avoir pour .mon retabliffe- 
ment ? et pourquoi tarder a I’entreprendre, dans un terns, ou tout paroit 
confpirer a en faciliter le fucces ; fi on le veut veritablement ? je ne vois pas. 
ce qui doit, ou peut enip6cher la France de faire, fans perte de terns, les difpo- 
fitions a cet effet ; et quand tout fera pret pour I’execution, on pourra pour 
lors monfrer de la confiance et de I’egard pour I’empereur, lui participer 
le projet, et lui en demander, pour ainfi dire, fon agrement. 

Enfin cette conjonfture me paroit bien critique et bien importante pour 
moi, et il ne tient certainement qu’a la France de me retablir, j’oferai quafi 
dire, fans coup ferir. La nation Angloife eft toute irritee centre la maifon 
d’Hanovre ; I’empereur eft furement pique de la conduite de cet eledeur 
envers lui, durant la derniere guerre, et ne pourroit pas I’aflifter quand m^me il 
le voudroit. Il eft a prefumer, que les HoUandois, viie leur fituation prefente, ne 
feroient gueres d’humeur de le faire, et les difpofitions de I’Efpagne envers 
cette famille ne peuvent etre douteufes. De forte qu’il y a tout lieu d’efperer 
qu’elle fe verroit abandonnee de tout le monde; et, nullement en etat de s’op- 
pofer aux troupes Franqoifes, lefquelles, avec moi, feroient fims doute reciies- 
a bras ouverts par toute la nation. 

Quand vous auries bien examine cette lettre, il conviendra que vous allies. 

trouver monfieur le cardinal de Fleury et monfieur le Garde des Sgeaux 5 et 

que vous leur parlies a fond fur toutes ces matieres, et avec toute confiance, 

en leur faifant bien fentir que la Providence femble, a prefent, avoir mife mon 

fort entre leurs mains. t n 

Jacques R , 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

The queen approves his condu£l.~-lnJiriihls him what to fay to Chauvelin and to 

the cardinal, 

MY LORD, -Whitehall, Oflober 8— 19, 173(5. 

J Received, by exprefs, your excellency’s moll fecret letter of the i ith inftant 
N. S. with the important paper inclofed in it, and laid them immediately 
before the queen. 

I am, in the firfl; place, to acquaint you -with her majefty’s entire approba- 
tion of your behaviour on fo great and critical an event ; and, as a mark of it, 
you will find that the diredions now fent you are agreeable to the mgthod that 
you yourfelf have already taken. Her majefty has no doubt, but that this 
material paper was giVen you entirely by miftake j which plainly appears from 
the confufion mon|ieur Chauvelin was in when he was acquaiined with it. 
But the queen thifiks it was fo fortunate an incident, that (if rightly managed) 
great ufe may be made of it towards procuring a full difcovefy of what has 
been or may be carried on by this channel ; and gonfequently preventing any 
ill eifed that might have arifen from it. 

Her majefty extremely approved your having fo freely told monfieur Chauve- 
lin, that you were determined to fend a full account of it to your court ; and at 
the fame time that, as he had defired you, you would not mention it to the car- 
dinal, but that you would take a proper opportunity to acquaint his eminency 
that you had certain intelligence that the pretender’s emilLries were at work, 
in order to fee what the cardinal would fay upon this fubjed. 

You will accordingly let monfieur Chauvelin know, that you having imme- 
diately fent hither an account of this accident, and of what had paffed with him 
upon it, her majefty had direded you to return him her thanks for the ftrong 
profeffions he had made to you, that he had never been a favourer of the pre- 
tender, nor a liftener to his projeds ^ and for the affurances he gave you, that 
the pretender Ihould receive no encouragement from his court : that her 
majefty could not but look upon his promife to acquaint you with what Ihould 
pafs beitween O’Brian, the pretender’s agent, and him, as a great mark of his 
fincerity in this point, and refolution not to enter into’ any fchemes in favour 
of the pretender : that, though her majefty is glad to obferve, by the contents 
of the pretender’s letter to his agent at Parisj that no encouragement appeared 
to have been given to the pretender from .the court of France, and that his 
expedations were rather founded upon vain hopes and imaginalicms, than upon 
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eriodVI. any real foundation, yet the Garde des S9eaux cannot be furprifed, that 
34^° ^ 73 7 - when fuch a correfpondence had accidentally fallen into the hands of the king’s 
1736. minifter, her majefty fhould be very defirous of knowing the bottom of it 
which, from monfieur Chauvelin’s fiiendfhip, and the profeffions he made to 
you, the queen is perfuaded you will be able to obtain, as far as it has any- 
ways come to his knowledge. And you will particularly endeavour to find out 
from whom the Garde des S^eaux had this letter (though it is pretty plain it 
was from O’BrianJ ? what may have been the reafon of his having had it in 
his cuftody fo long after it mull have been received at Paris ? and what can be 
meant by the infmuations fuppofed to have been made by the emperor fome 
time ago to France ? Though that is a circumftance monfieur Chauvelin pre- 
tended he was not acquainted with, when you mentioned it to him, he muft 
• have had the curiofity, in his converfation lince with O’Brian, to defire an ex- 
planation of- it from him. And as he told you, that O’Brian would probably 
be with him on Saturday laft, arid promifed to acquaint you with all that 
fhould pafs, you will get from him as full an explanation as poffible of all that 
O’Brian faid to him, as well as of his anfwers ; and particularly of. the anfwer 
he returned to the letter, the contents of which, it appears by it, were to-be 
communicated to him and the cardinal ; and confequently fome anfwer muR 
have been given to it j that her majefty might have the pleafure to fee how the 
ill-grounded expeOiations of the pretender had been defeated. And his having 
owned to you that he was to fee O’Brian, will have given you fuch an ad- 
vantage over him upon this point, that it will be very difficult to avoid either 
telling you the truth, or being fo difconcerted in his anfwer, as may enable you 
to judge whether O’Brian has received any encouragement from him or not. 
And, as an inducement to the Garde des S^eaux to. open himfelf fully to your 
excellency, you may acquaint him that, out of regard to him, her majefty ex- 
tremely jq)proved your not mentioning this incident to the cardinal, which you 
are direfted not to do j but only (as you yourfelf propofed) to take a proper 
opportunity to infinuate to his eminency, that you had intelligence of the pre- 
tender’s emiffaries being at work. 

Her majefty doubts not but that, as you have hitherto adled with great, pru- 
dence and difcretion, you will continue to do it : and this incident would, in 
the queen’s opinion, be very lucky indeed, if^ either through fear of your dif- 
covering it to the cardinal, or from a real intention in monfieur Chauvelin to 
purge himfelf from any defign in favour of the pretender, you fhould be able 
to eftablilh a better correfpondence with the Garde des S9eaux than you have 
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Litely had ; and to make him think it is worth his while effeftually to remove, Eeriod VL 

by his future conduft, any fufpicion that his former behaviour, or the incident ^^734^°! 737- 

of this letter having been found upon him, may have given of his ill-willres Correfpond- 
^ . n i_ • ence on the 

to his majelty or ms government. pretender’s 

Having thus, very fully, fent you’ her majefly’s direftions with regard to letter, 
monfieur Chauvelin, I am now to acquaint you with the queen’s pleafure in 
what manner you are to behave towards the cardinal. And, in the firfc place, 
you will take great care, as you have promifed monfieur Chauvelin, not to let 
his eminency perceive what has paffed between monfieur Chauvelin and you, or 
the incident which haS given occafion to it. But, as you have been of late, 
upon a foot of great familiarity and friendlhip with the cardinal, you will take 
an opportunity to acquaint him, that the late confidential converfations you 
have had with him, have not only given the king the greatefl fatisfadion, with 
relation to his eminency’s good intentions to his majefty’s family and govern- 
ment, but had encouraged you to open yourfelf with great freedom to him 
upon any advices that you might have received relating to them ; that there- 
fore you are to acquaint him, that her majefty had certain intelligence that the 
emiflaries of the pretender were at work, at prefent, in feveral courts of 
Europe, in order to endeavour to procure their affiflance at this junflure, 
which the pretender very vainly thought a favourable one for him ; that the 
court of France, as her majefty had been informed, had not efcaped their 
follicitations, though the queen had the pleafure to think that they had not 
given into any of the pretender’s fchemes j and her majefty was firmly per- 
fuaded would not, from his eminency’s known probity and integrity, and con- 
ftant and repeated affurances to the contrary : but that, however, it would be 
an additional fa'tisfadtion to the queen, if his eminency would open himfelf to 
you, in confidence, upon this fubjeft, and explain to you what applications 
(of which the queen is not altogether uninformed) may have been made to 
him ; and what anfwer he has , ordered to be returned to them ; and what his 
eminency will do upon them, or would do if any fuch fliould hereafter be 
made.. 

That, as his eminency was pleafed, fome time ago, in great confidence, to 
acquaint you with the feveral methods the emperor had taken to convey his 
difpofition to make peace with France, and had infinuated as if, amongft them,, 
one was by the canal of the pretender, her majefty would be greatly obliged/ 
to him if he would, as a continuance of that confidence, acquaint you if any 
infinuation, with relation to the pretender, has fince come, by any channel, 

from. 
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VI. from the court of Vienna to France ; and if he knows of any tranfaclions 
between the court of Vienna and the pretender, in which France was, or was 
not, to be included ; or any applications that may have been made by the pre- 
tender to the court of Vienna ; and in what manner they may have been 
received there. And as his eminency has feen, by experience, that her majefty 
was far from making any ill-ufe of that confidence which he made to. you fo 
long ago, he may be allured, that whatever he fhall further fay to you on this 
fubjedfc, lhall be managed with the utmoft fecrecy and caution. 

You may then, in order to engage him to talk, and, by that means, open 
himfelf, put him upon the fituation of his affairs with the emperor ; and the 
profpeft there is of things being now foon brought to a happy conclufion, 
You may endeavour to learn of him, in what manner he propofes to have the 
general pacification perfected ; whether he thinks any more of the particular 
treaty, which he fome time ago fuggefted between his majefly and France ; 
and to which you may obferve, that you had orders to give him fuch an 
anfwer as fhould encourage him to open himfelf further ; and afifure him of his 
majefty’s defire and inclination to enter into meafures for preferving the moll 
perfeQ; friendfhip and good correfpondence with the moft chriflian king. 

You will particularly learn his thoughts with relation to a definitive treaty, 
in which his majefly and the States may be included, and in which you may 
fhew his majefly’s difpofition to concur, if made upon the principles of what 
has' hitherto been communicated to us ; and you may fling out in difcourfe, 
that his eminency, who has the fecurity of the future peace of Europe fo much 
at heart, fhould be defirous of having the concurrence of thofe powers who 
are, equally with him, concerned in interefl to preferve it. And you may 
talk to him in fuch a manner, upon thefe two methods of fecuring the publick 
peace, either by a particular treaty with England, or a general definitive treaty, 
fwhich are the only two methods that his eminency has ever talked of for that 
purpofe,) as may probably lead him to difclaim any thoughts of fecuring the 
publick peace by a feparate treaty only between the emperor and France, or 
to acquaint you with the fuggeflions that may have been made to him for that 
purpofe. But your excellency knows very well the reafon that you muft be 
extremely cautious not to drop any thing that may give him the leafl notion 
that you have a fufpicion that there has been any fuch defign. 

Upon the whole, yopr excellency now fees the 'ufe her majefly would have 
you make of the difcovery you have luckily made. The letter proves, in the 
queen’s opinion, that the pretender is at work, both at Vienna and Paris : but, 
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though he flatters hirafelf with the good wilhes of the one, and feems to expefl 
the aHiftancc of the other, it does not appear by this letter, that he can de- 
pend upon any encouragement or aliiflance from either court. However, it 
ought to double the diligence of his niajefty’s nriiiifters ; and fo much regard 
fhould be had to it, as always to have in view what tranfattions may be curry- 
ing on between the pretender and the courts where they are. As your excel- 
lency is at one where there is naturally great intercourfe with the Jacobites, 
her majefty is perfuaded you will ufe your utmoft endeavours to difeover and 
defeat their deligns and intrigues j and fend the earliefl: and conftant accounts 
of whatever fliall come to your knowledge relating to them. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE, 

hiftruSls him to enquire of if any application has been made from the 

pretender to the French court. 

MY LORD, WhUcIi.ill, Otflober 19, 

J Take this opportunity to return your excellency many thanks lor the honour 

of your fcveral private and particular letters the i6th and 26th paft, and of 
the 3d and t3th inllant, with the material papers inclofed, all which I have 
laid before the queen. Her majefty continues to be very- well fatisfied with the 
accounts given you by loi [BuflyJ, fome of which have of late been very 
curious ; and his anfwers to the queries you have put to him have been as 
clear and full as could be expefted. Your excellency will continue to him all 
proper encouragement, and endeavour to fee him as often as pofliblc. 

You will take an opportunity to examine him whether he knows of any 
aj^plication from the pretender to the French court ; when, by whom, and in 
what maimer, it was made j and what anfwers were returned to it ; and learn 
from him upon what footing the agents of the pretender are encouraged by 
the cardinal and the Garde dcs S^eaux. As it is of the greatefi: importance to 
be fatisfied upon thefe points, you will ufe your utmoft endeavours to procure 
from your friend the fullcft informations relating to them, and put him upon 
making the ncceflary enquiries. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, TO BE LAID 

BEFORE THE KING. 

Without date or fignature, probably written on the 8 th — 19 th of Cclober, 
Obfer-vations on the pretender’ s letter. 

^HE letter lately fallen into the hands of his.majefty’s minihers, and tranf- 
mitted to his majefty by this meffenger, certainly deferves the highefl re- 
gard and attention, as it is a letter from the pretender himfelf to his principal 
agent in Paris, with his particular inftrudions at the prefent cohjundure. It is 
a certain proof of what the pretender thinks and hopes for at this prefent time, 
or at leaf!; what he thinks advifeable to perfuade the feveral pow'ers of Europe 
to think and believe concerning his affairs, in order to induce them to un- 
dertake his caufe, in the favourable circumftances in which he reprefents and 
afferts them to .be. 

The letter being in his majefty’s hands, it is unneceffary for me to trouble 
his majefty with a long paraphrafe and obfervations upon it ; but fubmit to his 
majefty’s owri judgment the inferences and conclufions that are naturally to be 
drawm from fo authentic a piece- 

But the fubftance of the letter appears to me in this light : the pretender 
liad, before this, purfuant to advice fent him from his agent at Paris, wrote to 
Vienna to difcover the difpofitions of the emperor after the intire conclufion of 
the peace, upon fuppofition that France was to make an attempt in his favour, 
in cafe the emperor would make no oppofition. 

By the anfwers received, the pretender fees clearly that what he had wrote 
had not been fufficient to engage the emperor to declare himfelf ‘upon an affair 
fo delicate and important ; and enters into, and feems to admit, the reafons of 
the court of Vienna for not declaring their fentiments before France, and at 
this time, and at the inftance of the pretender only. It is reafonable to be 
concluded, that the advice feiit by O’Brian to the pretender, to difcover the 
difpofitions of the emperor in cafe France would make an attempt in his fa- 
vour, was at the inftigation of the court of France infilling to know the fenfe 
of the emperor upon the application made to France in his favour. 

And the emperor declining to declare, the pretender, by this letter, renews 
his application to the court of France, and argues, that the way to know truly 
the difpofitions. of the emperor is, for France to determine what fhe will do ; 
and if they -wilh that the emperor would not bppofe any attempt of France, 
and fincerely defire to unite with the emperor, France will not hefitate to 
' . found 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


409 


found the emperor herfelf. The pretender then declares, he is perfuaded that 
the emperor is intirely difpofed not to oppofe him ; and he has fo great an idea 
of his integrity and probity, that he is fully convinced they will rifk nothing in 
this ; for although the confidence between the emperor and France ought to be 
mutual upon this article, the emperor will not think he has a right to expedl 
that France fliould fpeak firft at prefent, efpecially confidering the infinuations 
which the emperor has made fome months ago. 

The pretender then preffes France to undertake it, even without the em- 
peror’s declaring that he will not oppofe ; becaufe it is impoflible the emperor, 
in his prefent fituation, fhould give any jealoufy to France for a long time ; 
that when every thing is ready for execution, to Ihow their confidence in the 
emperor, they may communicate the projed to him, and defire his agree- 
ment. 

If what the pretender aflerts is true, it is plain there have been tr^nfadions 
in both the courts of Vienna and France with the agents of the pretender ; 
and that he flatters himfelf he has received fo much encouragement from both, 
that on one fide he is perfuaded the emperor is intirely difpofed not to oppofe 
him ; on the other, he hopes France will undertake it, if the emperor would 
previoufly declare as much, which he thinks France fhould not infill upon, 
confidering the infinuations which the emperor has formerly made j and this 
proves that the negociations of the pretender, in both courts, have been with 
the privity and reciprocal communication of both.. For the infinuations for- 
merly made by the emperor, in favour of the pretender, could have no weight 
with France j and the mutual confidence now demanded by France, juflly im- 
plies the fame thing. 

The reprefentations which the pretender makes of the favourable circum- 
llances of his affairs, is the leall he could do, when he is to perfuade other 
powers to undertake his caufe, and is but the natural effed of the reprefent- 
ations which the Jacobites made from hence of the late diforders here, which are 
echoed back from Rome into France, and aggravated as much as poffible in his 
favour. But it is now to be confidered what orders your majefty will be pleafed 
to fend from hence to your minifters abroad upon this undeniable proof of at- 
tempts carrying bn to fubvert your government, and what further meafures fhall 
be taken to defeat thefe deteftable defigns, in which my poor endeavours fliall be 
exerted to the utmofl with a raoft inviolable and unfhaken zeal and refolution. 

In the firft place, I think the queen’s orders to lord Waldegrave for his con- 
dud upon this oqcafion, both toward the Garde des Sceaux and the cardinal, 
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are perfeflily right. For as monfieur Chauvelin thought fit to make profeilions^ 
and to treat this letter of the pretender as a vain attempt, and as the effed of 
falfe hopes which he flattered himfelf with, without any grounds or encourage- 
ment from the court of France, it is very proper to feem to believe him, fo far 
to depend upon his profeflions as to make no doubt but that his anfwer to the 
application upon this letter was totally to difclaim any defign to undertake the 
caufe of the pretender, either with or without the privity or concurrence of the 
emperor ; and to reprefent to him how reafonable and necelTary it is, upon fuch 
a certain proof that the pretender relies upon the afliftance of France, how 
groundlefs foever thofe expedations may be, for the king to exped a dired ex- 
planation of the fentiments and refolution of the court of France upon a queftion 
of the neareft concern to him. And lord Waldegrave may very properly obferve 
to monfieur Chauvelin, that there being a pofitive diredion in the letter to ap- 
ply both to the cardinal and to him ; and the whole tenor of the letter import- 
ing previous tranfadions with the pretender in both courts, and very probably 
with a reciprocal privity and participation, lord Waldegrave may infill not only 
upon fuch explanations as may give the king entire fatisfadion, but hope that 
the anfwer of the court of France to this application of the pretender will be fuch 
as may cutt off all hopes of the pretender’s, and put an end to the diforders 
which difturb the peace and quiet of his majefty’s kingdoms, which are kept up 
and fomented by nothing but the hopes and expedations that are daily given to 
the difalFeded here of afliftance and fupport from abroad.. 

As this part is what in juftice the king may demand of France, it may equally 
be infilled upon with the cardinal, tho’ not with the fame introdudion, or upon 
the foundation of the letter : but lord Waldegrave, in fpeaking to him, may 
infill upon the Idng’s having fuch certain and pofitive intelligence of’ applica- 
tions being made to France on behalf of the pretender (in the manner con- 
tained in the letter) as to defire exprefs and explicit fatisfadion upon this great 
point. 

And lord Waldegrave may likewife add, that the king has intelligence that 
aflurances are given to the Jacobites here, that both France and the emperor 
are engaged to aflift and fupport the pretender immediately after the conclufion 
of the peace. In confequence therefore of the frequent aflurances which the 
cardinal has given to the king of his friendlhip and good faith, lord Waldegrave. 
may delire the cardinal to let him know what tranfadions there have been be- 
tween the agents of the pretender and the courts of Vienna and France j or at 
kail, if he will not acknowledge, or may not think himfelf at liberty to betray 
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any confidence made to him by the court of Vienna, concerning the fenti- Period VI. 
ments of the court of France ; and it is eafy to make him fenfible that as long ^^734^01737- 
as any hopes are given to the pretender from France, the emiflaries and agents Correfpond- 
of the pretender will magnify and aggravate every circumftance to keep up the p-etenderis*^ 
fpirit of their party, which cannot but greatly afFeft the quiett of his majefty’s letter, 
government. For it is moft certain that the tumults and diforders here are fo 
reprefented abroad as to be look’d upon as fo many declarations in favour of 
the pretender, and are made ufe of as arguments to engage foreign powers to 
undertake a work hopefull and eafy ; and on the other fide, the hopes the pre- . 
tender’s agents pretended they received from foreign powers are tranfmitted . 
hither, and give all the encouragement to the Jacobites here, which keeps up 
the troubles and diforders here, that nothing is more certain than that if the 
Jacobites delpaired of foreign affiftance, the king would not have any. trouble 
from the difaffeded at home ; fo much does it depend upon the cardinal, by 
letting the fincerity of his intentions be known, to put an end at once to all 
thefe broils and ferments concerning the pretender both at home and abroad. 

And as it appears that the period fixed upon for any attempt is upon the in- 
tire conclufion of the peace, it may be proper time to take this occafion to de- 
fire the cardinal to explain himfelf upon the pacification j which, (without ha- 
zarding any private intelligence which the king has had of monfieur Chauve- 
lin’s projedt of a feparate treaty between the emperor and France) may reafon- 
ably be fuppofed mull be reduced to one of the three following fchemes : either* 
to have a congrefs for fettling the general pacification with the powers engaged 
in the late war and maritime powers together ; or to make a private treaty of 
friendlhip between France and England, as hinted by the cardinal ; or a fepa- 
rate treaty between the emperor and France, as projefted. And it feems to me 
that thefe three points may be ftated to the cardinal as the natural refult from 
reafoning and confidering this great event, and he may be defired to explain 
himfelf fully to the Idng upon the profeffions he has already made. 

■ It feems very material to me that, as the pretender founds all his hopes upon 
raeafures to be taken immediately upon the conclufion of the peace, it Ihould 
appear that regard is Ihow’d to England upon the general pacification, and that 
his majefty Ihould be included and comprehended in it. For fuch a renewal of 
treaties with all the great powers would be an abfolute rejefting of the caufe of 
the pretender ; and therefore any thing is better than a feparate treaty between 
France and the emperor, exclufive of the maritime powers, which would be 
look’d upon as a forerunner of efpoufing the caufe ,t)f the pretend^j andthere- 
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fore lord Waldegrave fliould be ordered to talk to the cardinal with this view 
and this purpofe. 

This occafion likewiffe calls for proper application to be made to the court of 
Vienna ; but as her majefly is not determined in what channel to put that, 
whether to talk firft to monfieur Wafner, or to take any other method which 
the king may think more proper, the delay of a few days for a full and due 
copfideration may not be a lofs of time that will do any prejudice. Sending it 
direftly to the court of Vienna, where Barteftein governs all, whom we know to 
be under the immediate influence of France, and with whom Chauvelin muft 
carry on his projeft of a feparate treaty if it fucceed, is a matter that deferves. 
great deliberation j and I cannot but fay that I fliould look upon jEiich a feparate- 
treaty between the emperor and France, to be little lefs than a direft prepara- 
tory for their ent’ring jointly into the caufe of the pretender as defcribed ia 
his letter.. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Enclofes the preceding letter. 

(Whitehall, Oflober 9th— -20th, 1736.) As I am defirous your excellency 
fliould have all the hints poffible for your condufl; on this great and critical con- 
junfture, I enclofe to you a copy of a paper fent by fir Robert Walpole to his 
brother upon this fubjeft 5 which may probably be of ufe to you in the execution 
of the orders contained in my letter, and by which you will be fully inform’d of 
■what is thought hSre upon the letters you have lately fent, tho’ you are to aft 
purfuant to the orders fent you in my other letter. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Communicates, by order of the queen, the letter from the earl of Waldegrave together 
‘with the Pretender’ s letter to be laid before the king. 

SIR, WhiLehallj 0 <Sfc. 8—19, 1736. 

Received on Tuefday laft, by exprefs, a moft important letter from lord 
Waldegrave, of the iith inftant, N. S. a copy of which, and of the paper 
inclofed in it, I fend your excellency by her majefly ’s command,. I alfo inclofe 
to you a copy of the letter which the queen has ordered me to write to lord 
Waldegrave upon it, which her majefly hopes ■will meet with the king’s appro- 
bation. This tranfaftion appeared toThe queen to be of fo high a nature, and 
the difcovery fo material, that her majefly thought no time was to be loft in 
. ■ making 
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making the proper nfe of it at the court of France, as well for procuring a full Period VI. 
and ample difcovery (if poffible) of all that fliall have paffed between the agents ,^754toi737» 
of the pretender and the French minifters, as by talking to them in fuch a man- Conefpond- 
ner, with relation to the pretender and his applications, as may difcourage them preL^eria^ 
from giving in any meafure into them ; and this the queen thinks was beft to letter, 
be done by making fuitable compliments to monfieur Chauvelin upon his pro- 
feffions that he had never been a favourer of the pretender, or his projects ; 
and by talking confideirtially to the cardinal, in the manner your excellency will 
fee prefcrib^d in my letter to lord Waldegrave. 

You will, ill general, fee the queen’s fentiments upon the pretender’s letter, 
which her majefty thinks very luckily, tho’ very accidentally, fell into lord 
Waldegrave’s hands. It appears by it, in the queen’s opinion, that the litua- 
tion of foreign affairs, when the peace fhall be finally concluded between the 
emperor and France, and the prefent difpofition of the people of England, is 
looked upon by the pretender and the Jacobites as a favourable one for making 
fonie attempt upon his majefty’s dominions ; and indeed this is confirm’d by 
other advices and intelligences that the king’s fervants have been able to procure. 

As to the firft, her majefty is perfuaded the pretender flatters himfelf extremely 
with hopes and affiftance from abroad, in which he will be difappointed ; for 
tho’ the letter feems to carry with it an opinion that the emperor is not an ill- 
wiflier to the pretender’s intereft, and would not, if any thing was undertaken 
by France in his favour, give any oppofition to it ; yet there is the lefs ftrefs to be 
laid upon it, fince it was the bufinefs of the pretender to reprefent the difpofition 
of the court of Vienna towards him in the moft favourable light, in order to 
encourage France to make an attempt for him. And the letter is fo far artfully 
drawn, as to fhew that the fituation of the emperor’s affairs with regard to the 
Turks is fuch, chat, if the pretender judges wrong with relation to the emperor’s- 
inclination, the court of Vienna would not have it in their power to give any * 
oppofition. But indeed the pofitive affertion that fome infinuation has actually 
been made by the emperor to France in the pretender’s favour, (fur tout en 
egard, &cc, ) gives great reafon to fear that the court of Vienna have not afted 
with that thorough regard to his majefty and his intereft that they ought to 
have done, and therefore deferves great attention. 

The arguments that are ufed in the letter to induce the court of France tO’ 
make an attempt Ihortly in favour of the pretender, do, in the queen’s opinion, 
ihew that, at prefent, the court of France has not entered into any fcheme for 
that purpofe : but,- at the fame time, the fecretary of ftate of France being in pof- 
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feflion of fuch a letter from the pretender, and being to have a meeting with the 
pretender’s agent upon it, is fo material a circumftance, that the queen thinks 
all proper meafures fhould be ufed in order to divert that crown from hereafter- 
giving into any fcheme of this nature. And it is for that purpofe that lord 
Waldegrave is direfted to talk to the cardinal in fuch a manner as may convince 
his eminency that his majefty is fo far from having any fufpicion of him, that 
the king is himfelf difpofed to live in the moft perfeft friendlhip and good cor- 
refpondence with France ; which is the more neceflary, if it can be fuppofed that 
the court of Vienna, or any of their minifters, have really been atting in the 
manner reprefented. And it is for this reafon that her majefty has thought pro- 
per to diredl lord Waldegrave to refume the difcourfe of the particular treaty 
fome time ago fuggefted between his majefty and France, in order to fhew his 
eminency that his majefty has not rejefted the overtures that he has made for 
that purpofe, and by that means to defeat or difappoint any artful infmuations 
that thofe who are not well intentioned to the king might make to the cardinal, 
in order to engage him in an oppofite intereft. And the manner that lord 
Waldegrave is to talk to the cardinal upon , this fubjedt will rather tend to the 
difcovery of any fecret tranfadlion between the emperor and France (if there 
be any) than to promote or forward the conclufion of a particular treaty be- 
tween his majefty and the moft chriftian king, of which the king will always 
be mafter, fhould the cardinal, contrary to expedlation and the opinion and 
advice of all thofe he confults in the French miniftry, be ferioxilly difpofed to" 
pufh it. 

Her majefty has alfo direfted me to acqumrt your excellency, that fhe is in- 
clined to think that fome notice may be taken to monfieur Waflenaer here that 
we have intelligence from Rome of the pretender’s application to and confidence 
in the emperor j and particularly of his expedfation that the emperor would not 
oppofe any attempt that the court , of France fhould make in his favour ; and 
that this fhould be done in fuch a manner as not to give the leaft fufpicion from, 
whence we had the account ; that thefe advices fhould be mentioned to mon- 
fieur Waflenaer, as founded upon the vain hopes and imaginations of the pre- 
tender, rather than the real fentiments of the court of Vienna *, and that no hint 
fhould be given to WafTenaer as if any credit was given to them here, or any 
other ufe be made of them than in a friendly manner to defire a communication 
of any advices that the court of Vienna may have received with relation to the 
pretender or his defigns. For the queen thinks the greateft care fhould be taken 
that they fhould not imagine they are fufpedted. 
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Her majefly has alfo direded me to fubmit it to the king’s confideration, PtnodVL 
whether, as it feems the general opinion of the Jacobites that the conclufion of 
the peace will be a favourable jundure for them, and that the union between Correfpond- 
the two great Roman catholick powders will finally turn to the pretender’s ad- pretenders* 
vantage, it may not be a reafon for his majelly and the States to be more foli- letter- 
citous to become parties to the definitive treaty, which is to fettle the general 
pacification ; and that, by that means, the particular guaranties of his majefty’s 
fuccellion may be renewed by thofe very powers upon whom the Jacobites found 
their expedations, and at that time when they chiefly depend upon their aflfift- 
ance, which could not fail greatly to damp and difcourage the Jacobites here. 

And her majelly alfo would fubmit it to the king, whether any, and what ufe 
fliould be made in Holland of this very material intelligence, wherein the Dutch 
are fo much concerned, as well with regard to their own intereft as to the infi- 
nuation that is made, that they would be indifferent in what related to the king. 

And her majefly thinks it may be worth confideration, whether any thing may 
be done to remove the fuppofed coolnefs in Holland, and to fettle fuch a ffiend- 
fhip and correfpondence with the Dutch, that, as the intereft of his majefly and 
the States with relation to the general affairs of Europe is the fame, it may appear 
to the world to be thought fo by the republick- 

The hopes that the pretender may have conceived with relation to the difpo- 
fition of the people here (greater than he has always vainly and falfely flattered 
himfelf with) are, to be fure, to be attributed to the licentious and tumultuous 
behaviour of the mob in feveral parts of the kingdom ; which, tho’ greatly to 
the difhonour of the nation, and deferving the fevereft animadverfion and -cen- 
fure, has undoubtedly been greatly magnified abroad, and affigned purely to a 
caufe which pofiibly may have had the leaft fhare in it, tho’ it would not foil to^ 
be benefited by it, if not fupprefs’d and feverely punifh’d. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Containing remarks on the difeoverj of the pretender’ s letter delivered by Chauvelhn- 

K ■ ' 

DEAR BROTHER, London, October ii — az, 1736. 

Y OU will have feen before this time the extraordinary letter that fell by great 
accident into lord Waldegrave’s hands j you will have feen the reflexions 
which occur’d to l;he king’s fervants upon the confideration of it, as likewife 
the orders which her majefly was pleas’d to fend to lord Waldegrave upon that 
occafion ; which orders not having been receiv’d by lord Waldegrave, or exe- 
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Period VI. cuted, when his laft difpatches came away, no further conclufions can as yett be 
drawn from his lordfhip’s expoflulations with the French minifters upon them. 

1736. However, as this confideration is of thegreateft importance, and neareft con- 
cern to his majefty and his dominions, I could not forbear throwing my thoughts 
together, to be fubmitted to better judgments. I cannot think it at all advifable 
at prefent to prefs either the court of Vienna or the court of France to be more 
explicit upon this nice fubjeft. We may drive them to the wall, and put them 
under a neceffity of coming to extremities fooner than they may otherwife in- 
tend. If they are once made fenfible that you fufpedl or believe the worft, and 
their intentions are really bad, there is no management to be kept, or time to 
be loft, if it is for their advantage to haften the execution. Perhaps it had been 
better that monfieur Chauvelyn had not known what we know 5 but that, is 
over, and with him now we muft play diffimulation againft diffimulation. But 
the firft thing to be confider’d is, whether France or the emperor, or both 
joyntly, or joyntly or feparately, have been trafficking’with the pretender ; and 
how far they may have gone in ^ving him fuch hopes and encouragement as 
are exprefsly contained in his letter. I am willing to fuppofe that the pretender 
greatly flatters himfelf ; but we Ihould be equally guilty of deceiving ourfelves, 
if we believ’d he had no foundation at all for all that is fo ftrongly implied and 
exprefsly alTerted. 

Lett us further fuppofe that both courts are at prefent putting oft' and 
avoiding to anfwer his preffing importunities, by refering him back from one 
to the other, and this would be to make the moft favourable conftruftion we 
poffibly can for our good allies. As then it will be very difficult to have any 
certain knowledge of what is paft, we have nothing to do but to obferve and 
colledl from their future meafures what is reafonably to be expefted and ap- 
prehended. It is to beobferv’d that the pretender confines all his expectations 
io the entire conclufion of the peace, which at leaft gives us fo much time to turn 
ourfelves. But as that is to be the crifis, we muft narrowly obferve all the 
previous and preparatory’ fteps and their tendency, to fee how far in winding 
up their bottoms the; powers concern’d leave themfelves at liberty, by ent’ring 
into no new engagements with us, to putt in execution any defigns againft us, 
or by renewing or confirming ^11 former treaties and engagements with us, they 
publickly and avowedly contradiCl and difappoint thefe imaginary fchemes of 
the Jacobites. And this, I think, will greatly turn upon the part the maritime 
powers fhall be defir’d or admitted to have, at what time and in what manner, in 
the conclufion of the generall pacification. 


There 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


417 

There have been feveral methods talk’d of at the feveral courts of finilhing Period VI. 
this great work. Some time agoe it feein’d to be refolved, and was allmoft fo _^734toi737- 
declar’d, at the court of Vienna, that count Uhlefeild and count Kinfky return’d CoiTefpond- 
to Vienna for no other purpofe but to receive their laft inftrudtions for carrvinsr 

... 1 TT 1 • ... ° pretendei * 

tne negotiations to the Hague, and, in concert with the maritme powers, to letter, 
conclude the general pacification. But this fcheme of the court of Vienna has 
been attended with excufes from time to time, no communication made of any 
tranfaclions, and fo in the publick appearance it feems to remain at this time. 

At the time that this feem’d to be the refolution of the court of Vienna, we were 
told daily, from France in generall, that France would avoid this meafure if they 
could, but that it was ftill infifted upon at Vienna. 

The cardinal at this time in great confidence to my lord Walgrave, and with 
the uttmoft fecrecy from Ghauvelyn, talks of a feparate treaty of ffiendlhip be- 
tween France and England, and this at different times has been explain’d, as you 
know. The cardinal at the fame time confeffes he acquainted duke d’Antin 
with this fcheme, who was againft it, and acknowledg’d to be a confident of 
monfieur Ghauvelyn. The next occurrence is intelligence from i o i [Buffy], 
that monfieur Ghauvelyn had fent to monfieur Du Theil, a projeft of a feparate 
treaty between France and the emperour. We know how far Bartenftein has 
putt himfelf under the power of France ; which being carried on by Du Theil 
from Ghauvelyn, they three mufi: be look’d upon as one, and ingag’d mutually 
in carrying on the fame views and defigns. 

Thefe matters remaining fome time in filence and under a fort of fufpence, , 
this week’s correfpondences open a new fcene; and loi [Buffy] acquaints us that 
France infilling upon it, the court of Vienna feem’d to be yielding to Chauve- 
lyn’s projecu of a feparate treaty, and not to be carried to the Hague. Mr. 

Robinfon in his laft letters confirms this ; and in his reafonings upon the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs, with great aiitheyiticity as he calls it, accounts for this 
new difpofition in the court of Vienna not to go immediately to the Hague un- 
till the firft dejinitive treaty without the maritime powers lhall be concluded be- 
tween the three principal powers of Vienna, France, and Spain. 

If this proves to be the cafe, monfieur Ghauvelyn has carried his point ; and 
whether it be by impofmg upon both the cardinal and the court of Vienna, who 
may not fee his views and defigns, but are drawn in by plaufible reprefenta- 
tions ; or whether they are more or leffe in the fecrett, the confequence to us 
is juft the fame : for if the peace founded upon the preliminaries is made be- 
-tween the three great powers without the admiffion of the maritime powers, it 
tmL. III. PART III. 3 H ' . cannot 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


418 

Period VI. cannot be fuppos’d that fo material a Hep is taken but to ferve fome particular 
^^^34^01737- en{}g and purpofes j and as nothing is fo naturall as, upon this new fettlement 
1736. of Europe, that the particular powers interefted Ihould defire to have their new 
polTefGons fecur’d and guarantied in the beft manner, it is not very eafy to find 
a better reafon for their declining the guaranties of the maritime powers, but 
not caring to alk what they are not willing to give ; and by this means they 
will not be reftrain’d by any new obligations from purfuing fuch meafures as 
their inclinations, interefts, or refentment may prompt them to. 

I do not love refining too much, and I hope I am not too often guilty of itj 
but when I am upon this tender fubjeft, I cannot help carrying my fpeculations 
a little further. And here I beg leave to recolleft fome occurrences that have 
pafled in the courfe of late years, and what we have heard to have been the- 
thoughts and language of the feveral courts now under confideration, as their 
paflions or humours have v'arioufly operated. There was an obfervation made 
early in the courfe of the prefent tranfaflions, that there feem’d to be a particu- 
lar induftry in the courts of France* and Spain to endeavour to avoid making 
any mention of the quadruple alliance in the progrefs and conclufion of this 
pacification. The court of Spain, in their fir ft heat and refentment upon the 
late preliminaries between the emperour and France, when they call’d upon us 
to allift them againft fuch innovations, declar’d to us that they look’d upon 
the quadruple alliance as the bafis and foundation, and even conditional exift- 
ence, of all the alliances between the two crowns. France upon the laft Vienna 
treaty declar’d it in us a breach of the Hanover treaty. 

The court of Vienna has been very free upon our not making good our en- 
gagements to them in the late war. I may add one word of the regard the 
emperour thinks he owes to the Dutch. Upon the fame account I will not draw 
the inferences which thefe feveral courts may in their way of reafoning make 
from thefe premifes, if they fhould think it for their intereft to aft fuch e 
part ; but there is one conclufion naturally follows, that the maritime powers 
being admitted into the definitive treaty fets all right, and heals all the pre- 
tended defefts which may be alledg’d and ftarted as time and occafion ihal 
ferve. This leads me to one further confideration, which I fuggeft purely fo: 
future deliberation. Is it not then materiall for us to endeavour with honou: 
and decency to have the maritime powers admitted into the generall pacifica 
tion ? I ihall not think it a favourable fymptom if that fhould be avoided o 
.poftpon’d, upon any plaufible pretence whatfoever, although we fhould neve 
difcover our motive for defiring it. If a previous convention fhould be infifte( 

upo] 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


419 


upon between the three powers, and we fhould be told the maritime powers will Period VI. 
be invited or admitted, as foon as it is proper and things are brought to perfec- 
tion, I confefs that would not remove my jealoufie. Correfpond- 

But I fubmitt it to confideration, whether it may not be advifable for us to pretender’/ 
begin to think of treating feparately with each of the feverall powers, for mutual! letter, 
friendfliip, defence, and guaranties, without ent’ring into any offenfive engage- 
ments againft any other power- This hint may be taken from the overtures 
made by the cardinal to lord Walgrave. And if the fame negotiation is fett 
on foot at the lame time with the emperour and with Spain, and with the kings 
of Sardinia and the Sicilies, it may be poffible to bring fuch diftin£t treaties to a 
•conclulion in a little time, when no man can fee through the difficulties and 
length of a generall treaty. But there feems to me to be one certain ufe of 
this manner of proceeding, if we are drove to it, to difcover the true fenti- 
ments of each court with regard to us, which can fcaice be doubted when- 
ever we .find difficulties both in a generall and particular negotiation- 
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Converfations with Chauvelin and the cardinal. 

MY LORD, Paris, the aj, 173^* 

\yHEN I faw the Garde des S^eaux yefterday in town, I put him in 
mind of his promife to tell me what Ihould pafs between O’Bryan 
and him when they met next ; for laft Tuefday he faid he had not feen Mojlfecnt. 
him, and he denies having feen him yet- He would have me believe that 
the pretender’s letter he had given me was a copy, and his confufion about its 
falling into my hands came on him again lb ftrongly, that he hardly knew 
what he faid. He only defired me to be eafy, affuring me that the letter was 
of no fort of confequence, as to any effeft it might have here or elfewhere. 

As I faw I Ihould not get any thing more out of him, I feemed quiet 
about it. 

I took the opportunity, when the cardinal mentioned the joy the Jacobites 
had at the difturb^inces they exaggerated in Scotland, to touch in a flight 
manner upon the pretender’s ■ fubje^l. I wanted to difcover by the cardinal s 
looks whether Chauvelin had talked to him about his blunder, but I could per- 
ceive nothing that gave me the leafl: reafon to think it. I told him that I 
had unqueftionable advice that the pretender’s agents were very bufy, as they 
always were upon the lea,)!! alteration in Europe. He feemed to make light of 
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it, talking of the pretender’s party as quite funk, but ftill, as it was natural, 
catching at every fliadow, tho’ nobody minded them : and in a very unaffefted 
manner alTured me that he neither had nor would have any thing to fay to liini 
nor any of his adherents ; this I might depend upon. I thought it unnecelTary 
to go farther till I had her majelly’s fentiments upon what I wrote laft on this 
fubjeft, fo let the converfation drop. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 

Objervations on the pretender's letter — On the general Jituation of Europe.-— The 
necejfity that the maritime powers Jhould become guarantees of the general pacifi- 
cation, and the impolicy of neglecting the interejis of the Dutch, which are 
always infeparable from thofe of England. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hanover, Odober aS, 1736. 

Walpole majefty having been fo good as to communicate to me your thoughts 

upon an extraordinary difcovery, made by lord Waldegrave, of the pre- 
Private. tender’s defigns, from a miftake of monfieur Chauvelin, you will excufe the 
trouble of a few reflexions from me upon it. It was certainly a moll feafon- 
able and important event. Lord Waldegrave’s behaviour in an affair of fuch 
nicety, was prudent and judicious ; and the orders fent to him, in confequence 
of it, feeni to me, in the main, extremely right. But having faid this, I mull 
own I am not fo much alarm’d as you appear to be in England ; nor can I 
draw any fuch inference as you do from it. 

It has occurred, more or lefs, to my knowledge, ever fince the happy ac- 
ceflion of this family to the throne, that no incident ever happened, or meafure 
was taken, that difobliged or gave offence to any confiderable power — no dif- 
turbance or tumult was made in England ; but that the pretender flatter’d 
himfelf that the time was come for him to procure foreign affiftance, and 
foment domeftick diforders for his re-eftablifliment : and it is notorious, that 
he has gone as far as Mufcovy and Sweden, and made it plain and plaufible 
there, that nothing was more feafible than his reftoration. He was very bufy 
aXive in the Imperial court after the conclufion of the Hanover treaty in 
1 725, He thought the manner of our concluding the laft treaty of Vienna with 
the emperour, was a favourable crifis for engaging them in his inter eft. He 
afterwards depended upon the late war which broke out between thofe-two 
great powers, in cafe England had taken part in it. And there is nothing 
more natural for him, whofe game is fo defperate, to be reafon’d, by his 

frienda 


Period VI. 
1734101737. 

t— — 

1736. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

friends and abettors, into a perfuafion, and to endeavour to perfuade others, 
that the circumftances of making this general peace, confidering the fituation 
of the two moft confiderable pow'ers in Europe, either before or fince the 
beginning of the laft troubles, with refpe£t to England, afforded a lucky op- 
portunity to attempt his re-eftablifliment ; and that, if he negledted this, 
nobody knows when he may expeft fuch another. 

This I take to be the foundation of the pretender’s fchemes ; and he has 
been encouraged in this way of thinking by his having, I believe, 'never 
receiv’d, from any perfon to whom he applied, an abfolute refufal, but rather 
a put-off for the prefent, with this poor comfort, “ As foon as a proper occafion 
offers., we Jhall not be wanting to ferve you.ff or fomething more or lefs favour- 
able, according to the then ftate of affairs, and difpofition of the times. For 
altho’ no power will help him, without their ownrintereft or revenge calls 
upon them for it, no power will fend him away abfolutely defperate and. 
abandoned, as not knowing what occafion they may have to make ufe of 
him ; and therefore, I do not at all wonder that, notwithftanding the influ- 
ence and weight of the good offices of the maritime powers laid the foundation- 
for the preliminaries upon which the general peace is to be concluded, yet the 
circumftances of negociating this conclufion, exclufive of the maritime powers, 
joined with the ill-humour of the emperor towards them before the negociatiom 
began, as well as the notorious indifpofition of Chauvelin, with refpeft ta 
England, and the accidental tumults in Great Brittain, fhou’d encourage the 
pretender to think, and to labour to have it thought, both by his Britifh and 
foreign friends, that an attempt in his favour, immediately after the conclufion 
of the peace, cou’d not fail of fuccefs. 

■ Having premifed this in general, I am of opinion, that during the late war 
between the emperor and France, the Imperial court, in the great warmth 
and height of their refentment, for being what they call’d abandon’d by 
England, had tranfadtions, and ferious tranfadlions, for a little while at leaf!:, 
with the pretender, not fo much with an aftual defign of reftoring him, as to 
make ufe of him to intimidate us. I am perfuaded that the cardinal, by what 
he let fall even to lord Waldegrave, was founded by Vienna as to his dif- 
pofition in favour of the pretender '; and I don’t doubt but the pretender’s 
friends were acquainted with it. Things ftanding thus, and there 'being great 
likelihood, in Auguft, that the peace wou’d immediately be concluded, by the 
appearance there was of the evacuations to be made, without delay,- by the 
parties concern’d in the war, the pretender applies to France as the more na- 
tural 
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it, talking of the pretender’s party as quite funk, but ftill, as it was natural, 
catching at every fhadow, tho’ nobody minded them : and in a very unaffefled 
manner aifured me that he neither had nor would have any thing to fay to him 
nor any of his adherents ; this I might depend upon. I thought it unnecelTary 
to go farther till I had her majefty’s fentiments upon what I wrote laft on this 
fubjedfc, fo let the converfation drop. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Obfervations on the pretender's letter — On the general fituation of Europe.—The 
necejfitp that the marithne powers Jhould become guarantees of the general pacifi- 
cation, and the impolicy of riegledling the inter efts of the Dutch, which are 
always infeparahle from thofe of England. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hanover, Oaober aS, 1736. 

majefty having been fo good as to communicate to me your thoughts 
upon an extraordinary difcovery, made by lord Waldegrave, of the pre« 
jPmmte. tender’s defigns, from a miftake of monfieur Chauvelin, you will excufe the 
trouble of a few reflexions from me upon it. It was certainly a mofl: feafon- 
able and important event. Lord Waldegrave’s behaviour in an affair of fuch 
nicety, was prudent and judicious ; and the orders fent to him, in confequence 
of it, feeni to me, in the main, extremely right. But having faid this, I muft 
own I am not fo much alarm’d as you appear to be in England 5 nor can I 
draw any fuch inference as you do from it. 

It has occurred, more or lefs, to my knowledge, ever fince the happy ac- 
ceflion of this family to the throne, that no incident ever happened, or meafure 
was taken, that difobliged or gave offence to any confiderable power — no dif- 
turbance or tumult was made in England ; but that the pretender flatter’d 
liimfelf that the time was come for him to procure foreign affiftance, and 
foment domeftick diforders for his re-eftabiifhment : and it is notorious, that 
he has gone as far as Mufcovy and Sweden, and made it plain and plaufible 
there, that nothing was more feafible than his reftoration. He was very bufy 
and aXive in the Imperial court after the conclufion of the Hanover treaty in 
1725. He thought the manner of our concluding the laft treaty of Vienna with, 
the emperour, was a favourable crifis for engaging them in his intereft. He 
afterwards depended upon the late war which broke out between thofe'two 
great powers, in cafe England had taken part in it, And there is nothing 
more natural for him, whofe game is fo defperate, to be reafon’d, by hia 
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friends and abettors, into a perfuafion, and to endeavour to perfuade others, PenodVI. 
that the circumftances of maldng this general peace, confidering the lituation ^' 34 ^° ^7 37 
of the two moft confiderable powders in Europe, either before or lince the Correfpond- 
beginning of the laft troubles, with refpedt to England, afforded a lucky op- pretondePs^ 
portunity to attempt his re-eftablifliment ; and that, if he neglefted this, letter., 
nobody knows when he may expeft fuch another. 

This I take to be the foundation of the pretender’s fchemes ; and he has 
been encouraged in this way of thinking by his having, I believe, never 
receiv’d, from any perfon to whom he applied, an abfolute refufal, but rather 
a put-off for the prefent, with this poor comfort, “ As foon as a proper occafion 
offers, we Jhall not be wanting to ferve you.f’ or fomething more or lefs favour- 
able, according to the then Hate of affairs, and difpofition of the times. For 
altho’ no power will help him, without their own intereft or revenge calls 
upon them for it, no power will fend him away abfolutely defperate and 
abandoned, as not knowing what occafion they may have to make ufe of 
him ; and therefore, I do not at all wonder that, notwithflanding the influ- 
ence and weight of the good offices of the maritime powers laid the foundation- 
for the preliminaries upon which the general peace is to be concluded, yet the 
circumftances of negociating this conclufion, exclufive of the maritime powers, 
joined with the ill-humour of the emperor towards them before the negociation 
began, as well as the notorious indifpofition of Chauvelin, with refpeft to 
England, and the accidental tumults in Great Brittain, fhou’d encourage the 
pretender to think, and to labour to have it thought, both by his Britifh and 
foreign friends, that an attempt in his favour, immediately after the conclufion 
of the peace, cou’d not fail of fuccefs. 

Having premifed this in general, I am of opinion, that during the late war 
between the emperor and France, the Imperial court, in the great warmth 
and height of their refentment, for being what they call’d abandon’d by 
England, had tranfadtions, and ferious tranfadlions, for a little while at leaft, 
with the pretender, not fo much with an adlual defign of reftoring him, as to 
make ufe of him to intimidate us, I am .perfuaded that the cardinal, by what 
he let fall even to lord Waldegrave, was founded by Vienna as to his dif- 
pofition in favour of the pretender and I don’t doubt but the. pretender’s 
friends were acquainted with it. Things ftanding thus, and there 'being great 
likelihood, in Auguft, that the peace wou’d immediately be concluded, by the 
appearance there was of the evacuations to be made, without delay,- by the 
parties concern’d in the war, the pretender applies to France as the more na- 
tural 
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L tural and determined enemy to England. In the application, an intimation, I 
^ fuppofe, was given to that court, from what had paffed during the troubles 
between him and that of Vienna, that the emperor wou’d not oppofe France 
in it. The French minifter, (and perhaps Chauvelin alone,) in putting off, but 
not rebuking, as France will never doe, the pretender’s agent, gives him to 
underftand, that if a declaration cou’d be attained from the Imperial court, 
(which he might be aflured could be at this junfrure,) that they wou’d give no 
oppofition ; fomething might be done. 

I'he agent acquaints the pretender with this anfw’er, advifes him to apply to 
the court of Vienna for fuch a declaration. The pretender follows this advice, 
and writes to his agent at Vienna ; who, according to the tenour and grammar, 
conftrudlion of the pretender’s letter, feems to me to have fent his opinion, 
without having made any direft application to the Imperial court ; that it vt^as 
in vain to expeft fuch a declaration, nay, that it was not reafonable; and that 
nothing that the pretender cou’d fay cou’d produce fuch a declaration ; that 
France mull declare firft ; fpeak to the emperor firft, or undertake fomething 
in his favour without fpeaking, or frame a projeff for undertaking fomething, 
then communicate it to 'the emperor; and to eftablifli tire reciprocal con- 
fidence ; and without France afling in this manner, it is in vrin for the pre- 
tender to hope that the emperor will make any declaration in his favour. He 
has reafons for managing the eleftor of Hanover ; and it looks to me that 
either the agent at Vienna gives only his own thoughts without having fpoken. 
to the Imperial court, or if he has made his application, he has receiv’d an abfo- 
lute refufal, which the pretender is to difguife to France, and, in order to perfuade 
that court to undertake his caufe firft, and heartily efpoufe it, is to make them 
believe that he can depend upon the emperour, if France wou’d now declare 
and engage in his favour ; which he makes the eafieft thing in the world to 
compafs, from the indifference of the Dutch, and from the general difaffeftion 
in England againft his niajefty. But that it is not reafonable to expeft that the 
emperour fhou’d declare himfelf beforehand, or that the pretender fhou’d 
defire it of him ; for all that part of the letter which relates to the emperour’s 
declaration, is exprefs’d in the future tenfe : in the beginning it is faid, 
“ ^u’on eut tout le loifir de prendre les jujies mefiiree” For what ? why, “ pour 
decouvrir^^’ — ^when ? “ apres I’entiere conclufton de paix, les difpojitians de Veni- 
pereur” ^c. and afterwards, “ ce que fai ecrit ne fuffira pointy' Ssfc. and 
again, “ on pourra croire ajfez naturellesnent” with the future tenfe : “yk r^ofe 
pas efperer que Vempereur voudra s’ouvrir d moi^* and again, feroit il raifon- 
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ahle, qi^il le fit fur des idees Ss* d'efperances vugues generales qiCon lui repre- 
fenteroit.” So that I do not agree with you, that the application to be made by 
the emperor, was by the inftigation of France, any otherwile than as a put-off 
for the prefent to G’ Brian ; and, by the litteral expreffion of the pretender’s 
letter, I fliou’d think this application was not yet made ; or if it has been 
made, it is to be conceal’d from France, as what wou’d be ufelefs as well as 
unreafonable to do without any hopes of fuccefs untill France fliall declare. 
And therefore I can by no means concur in your opinion, that this negociation 
■of the pretender’s with the courts of Vienna and France is carried on by the 
privity and reciprocal communication of both. And I really think, that 
although thefe courts have been, may be, and perhaps are at prefent (except- 
ing the cardinal) not very well pleafed with us; yett their oppofition and 
rivalfhip, with refpeff to their own great views and interefts, is fo ftrong 
and unalterable, that it will be Jmpoffible almoft for them to concert any 
meafure, in confidence together, about his majefty, in favour of the pre- 
tender, both on account of his quality as king as well as eleftor. Their 
jealoufy of being betray’d fooner or later by one another, will always keep 
them at a diftance. 

In this refpeft, however, it is certainly his majefky’s intereft and bufinefs to 
watch them all, and difoblige neither ; and to take the ftrongeft precautions 
againft a defign difcover’d In this extraordinary manner, and attended with 
fuch remarkable circumftances : the orders w'ere, to lord 'Waldegrave for that 
purpofe, extremely right for his manner of difcourfing with the French 
miniftefs. I think you will have a good deal of fmcerity, with a fmall tinffurq 
of referve and dilTimuIation, from the cardinal, not in favour of the pretender, 
or againft his majefty, but in not dlfcovering entirely what application has been 
made by, and anfwer returned to, the pretender. As to the Garde des Speaux^ 
whatever may be his proteftations and afleverations of what has been, or will be 
his behaviour, or what has pafs’d or fliall pafs with or relating to the pretender 
and his fubjeffs, it is all galamatias ; it muft go for nothing, becaufe it fignifies 
nothing, any otherwife than lord Waldegrave’s having had a proper occafion, 
which monfieur Chauvelin muft know to be unavoidable, to clear up this point. 
nat minifter cannot be fo referved as he would otherwife have been ; and we 
may be able to judge, from what he muft be obliged to fay, even for his own 
juftification, of the prefent ftate of the pretender’s views and hopes, in a great 
meafure, whatever tricks the Garde des Sgeaux may and will aft afterwards as 
he fees occafion. 
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But if I may take the liberty to fay fo, the (cautious) manner in which his 
lordfliip is ordered to talk to his emminence upon things that do not direftly 
relate to the queftion, feems to me, as well as the whole tenor of the D. of 
N.’s difpatch, and your thoughts, to betray too much fear ; and advantages, 
by any one but the cardinal, would be taken of fuch an agony and alarm 
as you feem. to exprefs : and although I would not, on this occafion, have 
laid one word to any of the French minifters about our becoming parties to 
the definitive treaty of France, yet I am extremely glad that you are (for you 
will pardon me if I fay I always fufpefted the contrary) of that opinion. But 
the ufe to be made of the difcourfes directed to be held with the minifters of 
France, which are certainly right, can at beft be no more than a means of 
getting a faint and temporary ray of light to clear up the true caufes and 
cfi'ccts of the pretender’s letter ; and unlefs fomething folid be imagined, to 
divert our ennemies already from being encouraged v/ith the hopes of a dii- 
aliccftion a.t honre, and the difaftected at home from being encouraged with the 
hopes of an affift'ance from abroad, this providential difeovery wall be of little 
fervicc to- us. But the means to come at that folid good, is a queftion that has 
not been aflted me ; and which I do not fee yet very clearly pointed out by 
others ; but yet I will wafte a little time and paper upon it, although I am 
afraid to little purpofe. 

'Fhe pretender is an occafional evil that can do no harm of himfelf, but muft 
be under the command and dire<Lftion of others ; and therefore he is more or 
lefs dangerous or defpicable as his majefty and his government is more or lefs 
refpeQied abroad, or revered and beloved at home ; and Lam afraid we have 
not that influence of friendfliip and power as we have had, and ought to have 
for our own fccurity, among foreign powers and ftates ; nor is there that zeal 
and affeftion amongft the people for the government as is neceffary for the 
ordinary peace and quiet of it at home. How to recover a better ftate of 
health, both in our own and in foreign climates, is the great point to be defired 
and wiftied. 

What you have hinted of our becoming parties to the definitive treaty of a 
general peace muft be, and I alw'ays thought fo, the foundation and corner-ftone 
of the wLole. And now the time is come that my thoughts on this head may 
poffibly make fome impreffioa, I will open them more largely as to the great 
riflv and difadvantage we may incur by our being entirely left out of the treaty 
of pacification ; from whence will follow the utility of our being parties to it, 
and from that utility cur fecurity againft any danger from abroad or fears of the 

pretender. 
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pretender. Shou’d we be left out of this general treaty, our fituation with Period VI. 
refpeft to the inoft confiderable powers, (viz.) the emperour, France, and )734toi737- 
Spain, is fuch, that either of thefe three powers may pretend, (though very un- Correfpond- 
juftly,) if they think it for their intereft to do fo, that they have no treaty of 
friendlhip, peace, and commerce fubfifting with us. letter. 

France, ever fince we made the laft treaty of Vienna in the manner it was. 
done, without any previous concert or communication with her, may fay, and 
1 know moniieur Chauvelin has faid, that the treaty of Flanover w'as dilTolved, 
and they had noe treaty fubfifting with England. The emperor ( though very 
unjuftly) has often declared, that our not entering into the laft war was a vio- 
lation of the treaty of Vienna, and of all friendfliip between them and his ma- 
jefty. Spain pretends it is very notorious that a new difpofition of the domi- 
nions in Italy, contrary to that on which our laft treaties, or the revocation of 
Caftelar’s declaration was founded, has vacated the treaty between her and us j 
all thefe are forced conftruflions, but {till thefe conftruftions may be made ufe 
of as a pretext to juitify any attempt that any of thefe powers may make, con- 
cur, or acquiefee inagainft his majefty’s dominions. On the contrary, our be- 
coming parties to the definitive treaty of peace upon the foot of the approbation 
given to the preliminarys, that is, by a confirmation of all our former treatys 
with the refpeftive edntrafting parties, our reciprocal guaranties wou’d of con- 
fequence be renew’d, and our fecurity againft the pretender and our ennemies 
from abroad ftand upon the fame bails as that for the prefervation of the publick. 
tranquillity and the balance of Europe. 

But how are we to become parties to this general pacification, which you 
think mufl: be concluded either by a congrefs taking in the maritime powers, 
or by a particular treaty between France and England ? I muft obferve firft, 
that I do not look upon all thefe as neceifarily feparate and diftinft heads or 
means. For it is pofiible, and I think likely, that the emperor and France, after 
having combined the feveral aefs that have pafs’d together, and converted them 
into proper articles for a general treaty of peace, may fign and ratify it, and 
bring it to the Hague to be further ftrengthen’d and confolidated by the accef- 
fion of the maritime powers. Or if it was neceffary for our having a particular 
treaty with France for the prefervation of the general peace, that may be done 
after the general treaty, and be fign’d and notified by the refpeclive con- 
trafting powers, either with or without the acceffion of the maritime powers. 

But to pafs by thefe diftinftions, it is agreed that it is our inteteft and bufi- 
nefs to become parties to the treaty upon which the general peace is to be 
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ei-iod VI. founded and preferved one way or other. For this purpofe our thoughts and * 
34t oi737- inclinations have been fufEciently fignified by the afts and approbation of the 
1736 . preliminaries, by lord Waldegrave’s frequent conferences on this head with the 
cardinal,, and by what has been faid to count Ivinlky and Ulefeldt before they 
went to Vienna ; and it feemswery plain to me that the Imperial court is ex- 
tremely defirous that his majefty and the States flrou’d become parties to it. On 
the other fide, I have always thought the cardinal for it too, but both Chauve- 
lin and the court of Spain againft it, as they both aft in this whole affair upon 
the fame principles. Chauvelin was in his heart againft this pacification ; no- 
body doubts but that Spain was fo too. Chauvelin confequently, as well as 
Spain, wou’d have it remain upon as loofe and tottering a foundation as pof- 
fible, that they may more eafily, as occafions may offer, (after the cardinal’s 
death,) lhake and deftroy it, according as it may bell anfwer their particular views 
and defigns. His eminence, overcome with Chanvelin’s tricks and impofitions, 
is difpofed to have no general meeting for confolidating the peace by the accef- 
fion of other powers. 

The emperor feems at prefent to continue firm to make us parties to it ; 
whether he or France will yield in this point, time muft difcover : but fhou’d 
the definitive treaty be made without requiring the participation and acceffion 
of the maritime powers, I cannot for all that agree in your inference that fuch 
a feparate treaty between the emperor and France is at all preparatory for their 
entering jointly into the caufe of the pretender, or is made either by the em- 
peror or the cardinal upon that principle or view ; altho’ our being left fo 
alone may be a collateral motive for not encouraging both at home and abroad 
an attempt in favour of the pretender, if other neceflary means correfponded 
accordingly. 

But fuppofing then that the general pacification Ihou’d be finally concluded 
without us, it will ceafe to be confider’d what is to be done next. Why it 
■ naturally occurs to me, and I hope it does at laft to you, that we fliou’d fix an 
intimate and unalterable friendftdp with that power whole intereft, whofe pre- 
fervation or ruin is, and X think, with refpeft to the affairs of Europe, muft 
ever be, infeparable from our’s. Of this you fay nothing at all j and I have with 
great anxiety of mind often obferved you and others of the kiiig’s fervants ex- 
tremely indifferent about our friendlhip with the States General ; and that we 
muft fliare in the firft or fecond place the fame fate with them. When I confi- 
der that a country no bigger than thd third part of Yorkihire, that bore in the 
laft great war half the expence of it, notwithftanding the villanous calumnys to 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


42; 


the contrary ; that owes now on’ account of that war as many millions fterling 
as England does, and all on account of the fame infepaiable interefts which fhe 
has with England, and muft always have as long as the world continues in- the 
fame fituation it is : when I confider the penfionary’s laft plan for the maritime 
powers employing their good offices for an accommodation, inflead of enter- 
ing direftly into the laft war, was of the greateft fervice to England for 
furnifliing a good excufe for our not entering into it too, had the greateft in- 
fluence upon the cardinal to difpofe him towards a peace : when I reflect 
that the indolent miniftry of Mr. Finch at the Hague, and a long feries 
of negle£l and contempt of the States, without obferving the common marks 
of friendfliip and regard for them, had flung them entirely into the hands 
and under the direftion of France ; and that I Ijad (it is not proper for 
me to fay it) by indefatigable pains brought the Dutch minifters, and by de- 
grees more of the leading men, into a confidence towards his majefty, and to 
aft, as far as their diftrafted fituation and weak condition would permit them, 
in perfect unifon with the king, I felt with a bleeding heart, at my return in 
England, from part of his majefty’s minifters (and, pardon me from faying it, 
- from you, who have the moft to fay among them) fuch a coldnefs and difregard 
for the States, that they did not deferve, and that our own intereft did by no 
means require; and that for no other reafon but becaufe the particular pro- 
vinces cou’d not be brought to fpeak in fo ftrong terms about the dangerous 
fituation of affairs in Europe as his majefty had done ; although at the fame 
time the States affembled at the Hague wrote a letter to the feveral provinces 
concern’d in much ftronger terms, for taking the neceffary meai:fe to prevent 
the imminent danger that threaten’d them, than what were contained in my 
memorial. 

And indeed, dear brother, it was well the provinces declined coming to a 
ftrong refolution on that occafion ; for had they done it, the emperor wou’d 
have hearken’d to no terms of peace, and we cou’d not have had any founda- 
tion for encouraging the emperor to make the beft peace he cou’d on account 
of not being able to ferve him without the concurrence of the Dutch. Upon 
my return to the Hague, before I came hither, I had founded not only the 
penfionary and greflier, but alfo the penfionary'’ of Amfterdam, about their dif- 
pofition to accede to the treaty of general peace ; and even the laft, whofe opi- 
nion in this cafe is of the greateft confequence, gave me to uhderftand th^t he 
was entirely for it, and made me a compliment in defiring my f»refence. 


Period VI. 

i734toi737. 

Correfpond«> 
ence on tlic 
pretender^s ' 
letter* 


3 1 


But 



8 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

eriodVI. But now all things are again on float, ill humours, jealoufies, and diftrufis 
34’^ °i737- {Q greateft degree of England are uppermoft on account of his majefty’s 
1736 . letter wrote in favour of the prince of Orange, whom the provinces of Holland 
and Zealand call their pretender. This was forefeen and foretold to no pur- 
pofe. And altho’ the duke of Newcaftle has in my opinion very prudently 
mentionM our endeavouring to re-eftablifh a friendfliip and harmony with the 
States, and I mention’d to his majefty the making a confidential communication 
to the penfionary and greffier only of this affair, the king wou’d by no means 
confent to it; but I wou’d not prefs him, becaufe I really think it is not at pre- 
fent a favourable junflure, and the penfionary’s ill humour, join’d with his ill 
Rate of health, might make him give a difagreeable anfwer. But it is in vain 
to think of our accellion to the great treaty without taking the Dutch along 
with us ; and it is in vain to think of taking the Dutch with us while we de- 
fpife them, teafe them, and ufe them, at leaf! as they imagine, very ill. 

You will pardon this digreflion, for I look upon the Dutch and us to make 
but one body as to foreign affairs and the peace of Europe. They were by 
their riches and ftrength one half of that body ; they are now at leaf! an arm 
belonging to it ; and if that arm is bruifed and fhatter’d, is it right to abandon 
it, or fhou’d it not be cherifli’d by proper applications ? Becaufe, Ihou’d that 
arm be mortified and deftroyed, it might be the deflrudtion of the whole body:, 
and therefore we fhou’d ftill keep the Dutch to us. But to fupply their weak- 
nefs, and deficiency, we fliou’d likewife endeavour to join other forces to us,, 
whofe interefl and fituation may difpofe. them to be ufeful as well as willing 
friends. But nothing of that nature can be named ; for the notion which now 
prevails in England, of having no concern abroad, makes it immediately Routed, , 
without being heard or explained ; and therefore after having faid fo much on. 
this head, I fhall trouble you no longer upon it. 

As to the fecond point, of preventing difaffedion at home, and putting 
the people into a better humour than they are, I think they have been fright- 
en’d by the Craftsman and other papers ; and as that poifon has of late greatly 
loft its ftrength, fomething might be done, or forborne to be done, to make 
the government more popular ; but they are of fuch a nature as muft be 
obvious to you and to greater than you, and if not proper to be taken notice, 
of by you, and greater than you, it is impertinent for me to name. I fhall there- 
fore conclude this letter with faying, that his majefty’s fubjedls here are highly 
delighted that the king has been with them-two years together, and that he. 

flays 
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ftays fo long with them this year, and particularly keeps his birth-day here. Period VI. 
They brag of the great benefit it is to their town and country, and what gain- ,^734t° i73^ 
eis their mei chants and tradefmen will be by this goodnefs of his majefty, Correfpond- 
and a thoufand things of that nature, to fliew the happinefs and fatisfactlon of 
the people from the prefence of the prince. All that I can add is, that I wifti ktter. 
his majefty was like the Irifiiman’s bird, and cou’d be in two countrys at the 
fame time. Pardon this long and hafty fcrawl from your’s moft aSbaionately. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

^he king approves the tneafures adopted by the queen, and the earl ofWaldegrave’s 

condudl. 

My LORD, Hanover, Oaober 17— aSih, 1736. 

^REW the melTenger brought me, the lo — 24 th inftant, the honour of your Walpok 

grace’s difpatch of the 8 th . O.S. with the feveral important inclofures, Papers, 
which have been all laid before the king. And I am to acquaint you, that his MoJI fecreu 
maj'efty readily concurs in the queen’s entire approbation of lord Waldegrave’s 
prudent and judicious condudl on .fo great and critical an event, as that of hav- 
ing received from monfieur Chauvelin’s own hands by rniftake fo material- a 
paper, fully explaining the pretender’s views and defigns againft his majefty’s 
government, in a copy or a tranflation of a letter from himfelf. The king is like- 
wife well pleafed with the orders that the queen has thought fit to fend to his 
excellency for his further proceeding in this affair, by making fuitable compli- 
ments to the Garde des Sceaux upon his profeflions of having never been a 
favourer of the pretender or his projefts, and by talking confidentially to the 
cardinal in the manner which your grace has amply explained in your anfwer 
to lord Waldegrave’s difpatch, in order to make the greateft ufe and advantage 
that can be for his majefty’s fervice from this fortunate and accidental dif- 
covery. 

The king thinks it not unlikely that monfieur Chauvelin, having gained time 
by diverting lord Waldegrave from communicating to the cardinal his extraordi- 
nary blunder, may upon recolleftion, and full of miftruft as he naturally is, 
have apprized his eminence in a proper manner of the whole, and prepared him 
for what might be faid by his excellency to the cardinal upon this fubjedt. 

However the behaviour of his lordllrip towards monfieur Chauvelin, and the 
orders fent him by the queen in confequence of it, were no lefs judicious, and 
cannot fail of having a good effed with both thefe minifters : the Garde des 

, S§eaux. 
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riod VI. the fteps I have fince taken in confequence of your moft fecret letter in anfwer 

I to 1 73 7-^ Qf jfjg j j (-Jj 

1736, Your grace will have obferved by what I then wrote, that, previoufly to my 

receiving her majefty’s commands, I had taken feme meafures which were agree- 
able to, and anfwer’d a good deal the ends of the orders now fent me. However, 
as I could not fpeak fo fully to the cardinal and Garde des S9eaux before I 
knew her niajefty’s fentiments, I laid hold of an opportunity laft Tuefday, at 
Verfailles, to difeourfe both the niiniflers feparately in the manner preferibed by 
your grace. 

I faw the cardinal firfi;, and began the converfation with telling him that 
the fame information I had mention’d to him of the pretender’s agents being 
at work had reached her majefty’s ears, with fome additional circumftances to 
thofe I had then heard ; that I found the pretender had adtually defign’d to 
apply to feveral courts, and particularly to this and the court of Vienna : 
that it was more than poffible thofe applications may have been made before 
we had the information ; that I was perfuaded, however, they could make 
no impreffion upon him ; the affurances he had given me put me out of all fear 
of his concurring in any meafures to difturb us. But ftill as the queen had 
received advice that applications had been made here, it would be a great fatif- 
fadlion to me to be able to inform her majefly of the whole trairfadtion ; and 
that he might depend upon the flirifteft fecrecy, not only from me, but from 
the few to whom her majefty may think fit to impart this intelligence. I urged 
that it would be one of the greatefl: compliments and marks of friendfiiip he 
could pay the queen, and would, he might allure himfelf, be received and 
look’d upon as fuch. 

The cardinal with a fmiling countenance began with repeating in the ftrong- 
ell; manner the affurances he had already given me, of his having no thoughts of 
doing any thing to hurt us. That I might depend upon it he was no favourer of 
the pretender or his caufe; and that he never would be fo : that I might judge 
from former difeourfes that he had no eye that way, and that he Was for living 
well with England according to the prefent eftabliflrment ; that it is true appli- 
cations are now and then made to him which he cannot refufe to receive ; but 
his anfwer always is, that France is under engagements wdth England which he 
will not break : that France will not venture putting Europe into a flame for 
wild projefts : that the pretender’s party in England is nothing ; and that any 
attempt would end in the defl:ru6tion of the few Roman catholic families remaining 

'■ there. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 43j 

there. With fuch reafons, he faid, he always quieted the people that pro- Period VI. 
pofed any thing of that nature. But, continued he, it is unneceffary to fay ,^734^01737; 
more on the fubjeft; take my word, there is nothing doing for the pretender. Correfpond- 
He may apply, but is not liften’d to. He protefted moft folemnly, that pretender’s^ 
tho’ the pretender, or rather the pope, had applyed for money for the letter, 
pretender, the cardinal had never given him one farthing, direftly nor in- 
directly, during his whole adminiftration. (I fuppofe this is meant of extra- 
ordinaries ; for I have frequently heard fay that Louis the XIVth had fettled a 
yearly futn upon him, which was conftantly paid, though I do not know how 
much it was.) 

At length, as I was pulhing the cardinal to be ftill more explicite, and to 
know which way the other applications came, he told me he did not care to 
name names, becaufe now and then things might be repeated undefignedly that 
might give ill ideas, and were of no ufe when known: that 0‘Brian’s being 
the pretender’s agent was no myllery : that ftill, as a mark of his regard to his 
majefty, provided I would affure him that it fliould go no further, (which I did,) 
he would own to me that all applications came from Rome : that Valenti 
Gonzague, the nuntio at the court of Spain, but ftop’d at Bayonne on account 
of the difputes between the courts of Rome and Madrid, had in his paffage 
made fome motions here in behalf of the pretender, but was no ways liften’d to. 

He excufed the pope’s meddling in fuch matters, upon its being natural for him 
fo to do ; but infifting ftill that the pope’s reprefentations in political affairs had' 
no weight, he concluded with begging me to truft him : Compte% fiir mot; je ne 
I'ous trotnperai pas : adding, that I might be guarantee of his veracity ; and tirat 
he would upon no account foever expofe me to a reproach in a cafe of this 
nature. 

As I was unwilling to let the matter reft, I put him in mind of the confi- 
dence he had formerly made me, of his having rejefted the pretender’s offer 
to concern himfelf in reconciling France and the emperor : that it was very 
pollible the pretender would not put himfelf forward to ferve the emperor, un- 
lefs he had reafons to expefl; a return. The cardinal allowed it ; and was will- 
ing enough to throw out a flight infinuation of the emperor’s diflike to us at 
that time. But he protefted this was only furmife ; for he faid the pretender’s 
propofal came direftly from Rome ; and that he did not know what means the 
pretender had ufed to get the emperor’s confent to meddle in his behalf in an 
alfair of that nature : that he had feveral reafons to decline the pretender’s in- 
terpofition between France and the emperor j firft, as it would be difagreeable 
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nod VI. to England ; and next, that as the pope would have hooked himfeif into it,. 

would have endeavoured to have alter’^d the tenure of Parma and Placentia, 
which before the quadruple alliance were Roman fiefs. That though he, -the- 
cardinal, thought that treaty very harfh in feveral points j yet, as the king his 
inafter was a party to it, he would not give way to any fcheme that might 
have brought its validity in queftion ; which inevitably would have happen’d, 
had the pope and pretender been concern’d in regulating the polTefiions of thofe 
duchies. 

'Phis converfation took up all the time I could have with the cardinal lali; 
Tuefday, for he was call’d away ; but as I am to fee him next Saturday at Iffy,. 
I will not difpatch my meflenger till I have been with him. 

I mull next inform your grace of my^ tranfaftions with the Garde des S^eaux. 
upon the fame fubjeft.- I began with acquainting him how kindly her majefty 
had taken the alTurances he gave me, and all he had faid upon the fubjeft of 
the pretender’s letter that had fallen into my hands by miftake, of which, I told 
, him, 1 had fent your grace an account. I thought it bell to begin by compli- 
ments, knowing very well that if once I had dalh’d him, he would not have 
recover’d, and I fliould have got nothing out of him. I enlarged upon the 
pleafure this accident had given me, fince it afforded , fo ftrong a proof of his. 
not being fo ill difpofed towards us as thofe who defired no better than to fee us 
at variance were apt enough to infinuate. I laid my chief ftrefs on generals, and 
got him into quite good humour. I then told him that fince he had made me 
above half of the confidence, he ought to make the whole ^ that he could not 
imagine how well it would be received by her majefty. That what he had al- 
ready faid was enough to fatisfy us that he neither encouraged nor would do 
any thing for the pretender ; but Hill it was a curiofity very natural and proper, 
in this cafe, to defire to know the thread of this negociation. 

As to our fecrecy, he knew well enough v/e could keep our counfel. I flat- 
ter’d him a good deal this way, but to little purpofe as to difcovering the en- 
gines that have been employ’d. He IHII denied O’Brian’s having given him 
the letter. He infifted that it was intercepted, and that he had had no applica- 
tion made to him in confequence of it ; which he thought as odd as I did, con- 
fidering the date of the letter. He retreated whenever I prefled to name names 
and places, till at laft, in order to get rid of my follicitations, he alfured me 
that he would ftill let me know, if any direfl application Ihould be made to him 
upon the fubject of the pretender’s letter. He beg’d that nothing might be fafd 
of it in England or elfewhere, fince by that means he Ihould. be deprived of 

the 
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tlie method of getting this correipondence ; for undoubtedly the channel 
through which it comes to him would be alter’d. 

In this drain he ran on a good while, and at lad defired I would return his 
mod humble compliments to her majedy for thofe die was pleafed to make him. 
He faid I might afllire the queen that he never was, nor ever would be a pro- 
moter or encourage!' of the pretender’s intered ; that he was now in the tenth 
year of his minidry, and defied all the world to fay that he had ever given the lead 
-encouragement to Jacobites ; that in his place he could not help feeing O’Brian 
now and then j but that his bufinefs to him w^as generally to recommend mili- 
tary men, or to get penfions for officers’ widows. He added here, that at his 
fird entering upon his employmentj fome of the pretender’s agents had been for 
renewing projefts the regent had had in his fiivour ; but they were fo ill re- 
ceiv’d, that they had not applied fince upon that bottom. 

In fine, without entering into the particulars I would have had him, 
hie faid all that a man could pbffibly fay to clear himfelf or his court from 
any imputation of being for the pretender. He urged, that the letter itfelf 
proved it fu'fficiently and thought we ought to be fatisfied with it. I mud 
not omit to mention a very extraordinary hint he gave me about the memorial 
your grace will find in another letter ; he begged that an anfwer might be given 
fpeedily to it, let it be what it will, to fliew at lead a regard for the nation. 
For, fays he, delaying increafes the ill-will of the traders againd 3'ou, and it is 
not they alone that do not love you, but generally the whole nation ; and I, 
that am looked upon as your enemy, am often forced to dand up and dop the 
violent meafures propofed againd you ; and have frequently declared to them, 
■that England would become a good friend to France, and I wiflied nothing more. 
Thus, fays he, I let them cry and bawl, but I do not mind them. Only help 
me to withdand clamours, by ufing of us civilly, and you will find me as ready 
as any one (hinting, I fancied, at the cardinal) to enter into lading alliances 
with you. 

This is the fubdance, and indeed all that was any ways material, as much as 
my memory can ferve me, of what paffed between monfieur Chauvelin and 
me. A good deal of the complimental part-, on both fides, is omitted, being 
not worth repeating. Your grace knows enough of the man to judge wdiat 
drefs is to be laid on affurances from him. 'Fhe only thing, as to myfeif, that 
feems to have arifen from this accident, is a fort of reconciliation and oblivion, 
on both fides, of the broils wo have been in : and as long as the cardinal keeps 

3 K 2 , my 


Period VI. 
1734101737. 
5 — — 

Correfpond- 
ence on the 
pretender's 
letter. 



43 ^ 

Period Vr. 
1734101737. 

173,6. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

my counfel (which I fancy he will do) I Ihall avoid, as much as poflible, fall, 
ing into fquabbles with his colleague. 

November 3d. I went this morning to lify, about ten, according to, the 
cardinal’s appointment, but had not To much time with him as I expeflied. 
Monfieur D’ Antin’ s death, whicth happened yefterday morning, having made 
fome alterations in the French king’s journies to Rambouillet, his moil 
chriilian majefty went there laft night, and was to hunt there to-day, being 
St. Hubert’s Day, but returns, after hunting, immediately to Verfailles to finilh 
the feftival in his little apartments. Madame de Thouloufe being too n\ii.ch 
concerned for her father-in-law’s death to do the honours of the feitival at 
Rambouillet, this obliged the cardinal to return to Verfailles before dinner, 
and fliortened our converfation. 

To enter, by degrees, into the matters I had not time to mention laft 
Tuefday to the cardinal, I began about the aflairs of Portugal ; but, as mon- 
fieur Van Hoey could not be ready till next Tuefday at Verfailles, we poftponed 
the full, confideration of that point till them I fpoke to him next of the 
general notion that, the differences between Spain and the emperor being now 
removed, the publication of the peace would foon follow ; and therefore I 
thought it time to put him in mind of his promife to communicate to me the 
footing it was upon ; and to explain himfelf as to what he expefted from us,, 
in cafe he had a mind to have the maritime powers concerned in the general 
definitive treaty., He began his anfwer by telling of me, that he had great 
reafon to hope every thing that had retarded the conclufion of the peace would 
be foon got over ; yet, till the return of a courier he had difpatched to Vienna, 
he could not be pofitive. He complained of the chicaning temper of both 
courts he had to do with that he hoped now Spain would be more tradable ;; 
but he did not know whether that fame notion might hot encourage the emr 
peror to be lefs fo,. 

In this manner he put off explaining himfelf till he heard from Vienna. As 
to the definitive treaty, he was for it ; and his majefty was mafter to have 
what fhare he pleafed in it ; that I might depend upon it he would not recede 
a tittle from any thing he had faid to ine on that point j that he continued in 
the fame mind, that a ftrid union between England and France was the only 
fecurity for the liberties of Europe ; that it is what he wants ; and, in faying 
this, he feemed to throw out a hint as if we were not fo ready to engage with 
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Hm as he was to engage with us. Without laying much ftrefs upon his inlihu- Period VI. 
ation, I affured him, that he would find his majefty very ready to concur in 
whatever he judged conducive to the eftablifliment of a lading peace in Eu- Correfjpnd- 
rope ; that when once he fhould let us into the whole tranfaftion now on foot, pretenderV 
he might better judge of our difpofitions, than he could by reports, which, I letter, 
was perfuaded,. were invented purely to keep us, if poffible, afllmder. 

I laid hold of a pretencej that fell naturally in my way, to renew the dif- 
courfe about the pretender. He faid, he had told, me his fentiraents the other 
day ; that I need not queftion him farther about it 5 that he knew the fituation 
of the pretender’s affairs and,, were they much more prol'perous than it is 
morally poffible for them ever to be, he certainly would not engage in. his 
caufe ; fo much regard he has for the engagements he has with his majefty. 

Thus ftands this cafe, as far as I have been able to hook out ; I will do my 
utmoft to. difcover more about it, and will not fail fending your grace the 
fulleft information I may, by any means, be able to procure, 

P. S., I am this moment told by a very good hand, that a marriage is agreed 
upon between the king of Sardinia and the eldeft princefs of Lorraine. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

• opinion on the pretender's letter.. 

(Paris, Nov. 3, 1736.) #*#*#*** On Tuefday laft I 
fold 101 [Bully j the whole ftory of the letter given me by Chauve- 
lin. The night before laft he met me, and affures.me he cannot difcover any 
t hin g about the letter* He is perfuaded it muft be from O’Brian that Chauve- 
lin had it ; but perfifts it is of no confequence. He will follow this correfpond- 
ence, and give us all the lights that can be. He kxiows O’ Brian fees Pecquet 
frequently ; he avers that is not worth minding : that the jealoufy fuch a dif- 
covery may give us will put us, as reafon requires, upon our guard ; but that 
I may depend upon it the cardinal (and now he thinks Chauvelin) would not 
on any account venture to encourage or ferve the pretender or any bod)'' elfe to 
our prejudice. He reckons we are mafters to be well or ill with this court, 
though, by his difcourfe, I fee he wiflies the latter ; I fiippofe in hopes of being 
ftill more neceffary- 


Walpolt 

Papers* 

Pr innate and' 
parilcular. 

Copy.. 



43 ^ 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period VI. 

1734101737. THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL 0 ,F WALDEGRAVE, 

1 736* Sends farther hiftruciions. 


Walpole 

Papers. 

MoJ} fecret. 

CoJ^y» 


MY LORD, Whitehall, 0 £l. ^9— Nov. 9, 1736^. 

J Receiv’d by esprefs, on Wednefday laft, the honor of your excellency’s mofi; 

fecret letter of Odober 30th, Nov. 3, N. S. which I laid immediately 
before the queen. The queen was very glad to fee the ftrong alTurances and 
profeffions that the cardinal made to you that he would never enter into any 
fcheme in favour of the pretender ; and that whatever applications might be 
made from that quarter lliould receive no encouragement from him ; and her 
majefty is inclined to believe, from the manner in which they were made, that 
they might be fincere. But as we have now authentick proofs that applications 
have been made by the pretender himfelf, and that very lately, to the French 
court, which is even admitted by the French minifters themfelves, it is highly 
neceffary, in the queen’s opinion, not only to get the bell information and light 
polTibleinto thofe applications, by whom made, and what anfwer was returned 
to them, but alfo to pUt the French minifters, when a proper opportunity fliall 
offer, upon fuch meafures as may give the king a proof of their fincerity, and 
defeat the hopes the pretender may have conceiv’d of their affiftance. And her 
majefty is not without hopes, from what the cardinal faift to you, and from 
what monfieur, Chauvelin himfelf let drop, that this may be brought about. 

The queen was forry to find that your excellency had not been able to pro- 
cure any further difcovery from monfieur Chauvelin with relation to the pre- 
tender’s letter. And her majefty could not but obferve, that though that 
minifter w'as fo frank in his declarations about the pretender, and of his having 
never enter’d into any fchemes in his favour ; and had even flung out, for the 
firft time, a fort of defire to enter into a lading alliance with the king ; yet 
every thing he faid on the fubjeft of the pretender’s letter which he had given 
you by miftake was more evafive and chicaning than it was at firft, by infifting 
that he had intercepted it, when he had in effeft admitted before that it had 
been given him, and {as it was to be prefumed from what he faid) by O’Brian 3 
fo that the ftrong profeffions of the French minifters are the lefs to be attended 
to, when it was neceffary for them to colour a faft which they were determined 
not to explain. And therefore her majefty wiflies that your excellency had 
tranfmitted a more particular account of the manner in which you had executed 
Ibme parts of your orders, upon which in your laft letters you are filent. * ' 


Her 
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Her majefty thinks that one good elFecl of the late accident is that reconcilia- 
tion and oblivion, that your excellency mention’d to have been occalion’d by it, 
of the late broils between you and the Garde ^des S9eaux. And though the 
greateft attention is not to be given to what comes from that minifter, though 
in the ftrongeft manner j yet your excellency will endeavour, if you can do it 
unaffedledly, to find out whether he had any meaning by faying, that if we ufed 
them civilly, he Ihould find him as ready as any one to enter into lafting alli- 
ances with us. And you will in your further converfation with him, without 
reproaching him for not having given any fatisfaftory account with relation to , 
the pretender’s letter, give him. to underftand that the profeflions and admif- 
fions that he firfl made to you with relation to O’Brian, &c. cannot but greatly 
raife your c^riofity, and mull alfo raife that of your court with regard to the 
further applications that muff neceflarily be made to him from that quarter. 
And you may give him the proper alTurances, in the queen’s name, that the 
fubjedls of France in all their complaints, whenever founded, fiiall meet witL 
all the juflice and favour they can expeft or defire. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO- SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Declares the reafons why he does not think the pretender’s letter was founded on any 
encouragement from the emperor or France.-- — Views of Chauvelin in obflrudting 
the conclufton of the peace. — Motives of the emperor for agreeing to a definitive 
treaty. — England ought to be admitted a party. — Chauvelin agrees to it, 
and fiates the proper meafures to be takeyi for prevailing on the emperor and. 
France to defire the accejfion of England arid Holland. 

DEAR BROTHER, ' Hannover, November ii, 1736. 

J May in a great meafure refer you to what I wrote to you upon the perufall 
of your thoughts fent to his majefty relating to the pretender’s letter, as an 
anfw'er to your letter to me on that head of the 22d paft, O.S. which I received 
the 8 th inftant, N. S. by Startley the meflenger. 

You will have feen how far my fentiments agree or differ with your’s with 
refpeft to the various reafoning and inferences drawn from that extraordinary 
event. You will have feen that I doe not . entirely agree with you. that the 
pretender’s letter is founded upon any encouragement he has lately received,, 
either from the court of Vienna or of France ; or that there has been any con- 
cert or communication of thoughts between thofe two princes in favour of the 
pretender to which this application to France may relate : but that I am of opi- 
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^ei'iod VI. nion tiiat fomething left fall by the Imperlall court, in refentment for England’s 
34^01 73 ^ jjQj. jecJaring war againft France, (although his majefty’s private inclinations 
1735. were at time well known to the emperour,) may have flattered the pretender’s 
.defires, and, joyned with the obvious reafonings upon the circumftances and 
fituation of England -with refpedl to other powers, if the generall pacification 
fliould be made wdthout their having a part in it, may have induced him to 
found the difpofition of thofe powers, and particularly France, to adl in his fa- 
vour after the conclufion of the peace, as a proper and convenient occafion for 
that purpofe. In which cafe it is naturall for him to putt the hopes he has from 
other princes, and the fituation of affairs in England, in the mofl: advantageous 
light for his fervice. 

You will have feen that I doe entirely agree with you, that, in cafe his majefly 
is not admitted as a party to the definitive treaty, and confequently not obtain a 
renetvall and confirmation of all his former treatys on the foot they flood before 
the late troubles, fuch incidents have happened as may make the emperour, 
France, and Spain, though by forced and unjufl: conflruftions, to declare that 
they are under no obligation towards the king, if they have at any time a mind 
to undertake any thing to his prejudice. But I cannot agree with you, that if 
his majefty’s participation to the generall treaty of peace be not defired or ad- 
mitted, it is done with a defign on purpofe to exclude him for the fake of the 
pretender ; or with a view of concerting and acting fomething afterwards to his 
majefty’s prejudice, but upon quite different motives, winch would have taken 
place had there been noe pretender at all to his majefty’s crown. As I fully 
explained to you, Chauvelyn was againft this peace from the beginning, Chauve- 
iyn has clogged, as much as poflibly he could, every ftep that tended towards 
the conclufion of it. And for the fame reafon Chauvelyn would; If it muft be 
concluded, have it done upon as loofe and precarious a bottom as poffible; and 
** for that reafon would by all means exclude the maritime powers from becom- 
ing partys and guarantys to it. He has already explained the preliminarys in 
fuch a manner, as to declare that neither the kings of Spain or the two Sicilys, 
notwithftanding the cefflons made by the emperour to them, nor even the king 
of Sardinia, are become guarantys to the pragmatic fanflion, which all tends to 
weaken as much as poffible this great work of the pacification, both with relpeft 
to its bafis and duration. Monfieur Patinho has afted the fame part as Chauve- 
lyn has done, and for the fame, reafons ; excepting that if the emperour would 
give the fecond archdutchefs to Don Carlos, the king, or rather the queen, of 
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Spain would doe whatever his Imperiall majefty would defire to ftrengthen this Period VI. 

peace. ' ' i734toi737- 



Thefe are Chauvelyn’s views ; but he has, I fuppofe, made the cardinall ap- Correfpond- 
prehend infinite difEcuItys and delays, by the nature of the Dutch government, preteader^s^ 
and the dejiderata which ihould be ftarted by England and Holland, that would letter, 
obftrufl; the final! conclufion of the generall peace, the cardinalFs own child, 
if it Ihould be carryed to the Hague for the ultimate fanHion of the maritime 
powers. The cardinall for fome time refilled thefe impreffions, and appeared 
extremely defirous ol his majelly’s and the' States’ concurrence for confolidating 
this work. The emperour in the mean while, fenfible of the little dependance 
he can have upon France and Spain, Iliowed a ftrong inclination of having the 
whole finiflied at the Hague by the concurrence of the maritinre powers j 
v/ell kno'wing how precarious and imperfedl the peace wmuld be, and eonfe- 
quently the pragmatick fanflion that depends upon it, without fuch a concur- 
rence. And I am fully perfwaded that the declarations made by count Kinlky 
and Ulefeld, of their going to Vienna for no other purpofe but to receive their 
lull inllrudions for carrying the negociation to the Hague, were agreeable to 
the fentiments and inllrudions of the emperour at that time ; and the excufes 
fince made by the Imperiall court for not having made a communication of any 
tranfedion to, us, have arifen from the uncertain Hate of their alfairs with 
France, relating to the ceffion of Lorraia and the evacuation of Tufcany, and 
not from any concerted meafure for excluding us from the finall conclufion of 
this aflair. 

If in the mean while, pending thefe difficultys about the execution of the 
preliminarys, inonfieur Chauvelyn, who has always been for our exclufion, has 
perfwaded the cardinall to be for making a definitive treaty between the etnpe- 
rour and France previous to any tranfadion with his majefty and the States ; 
and if the cardinall, by holding the fame language, has almoll perfwaded the 
Imperiall court to follow that method, I cannot think it proceeds from any ill- 
will even of his eminence towards us, much lefs of the emperour, but from 
the neceffity of bis Imperiall majefty’s affairs, confidering his embarraffed fitua- 
tion between the Turks and the Mufcovites, which mull force him to finilh the 
peace on this fide, as to the method, in any way, provided he can doe it in a 
fatisfadory manner as to the conditions. And therefore if a definitive treaty 
Ihould be concluded at Vienna between the emperour and France, and even 
Spain, without defiring the maritime potvers to be partys to it, (and it is an 
ufuall and naturall thing for a treaty between the partys concerned in the war . 
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Period VI. to be abfolutely made, before the guaranty and acceffion of other powers is 
^734^1737. I cannot imagine that fuch a meafure proceeds from a concert between 

1736. the emperour and thofe powers, in order to favour the pretender, or to be at 
liberty to doe us feme mifehief. The emperour’s intereft, his own fafety, the 
prefervation of the peace, and the fupport of the pragmatick fandtion, will 
not fuffer him to enter into fuch a concert with France at any time, I think j, 
but to be fure not at this jundlure ; and although Bartenftein, under the in- 
fluence of France, and adling in concert with Du Theil the French minifter, 
under the diredlion of Chauvelyn, may be obliged to agree to this point of 
making a definitive treaty, it cannot be done avowedly with a defign to fpite 
or injure us. For they that are for preferving the peace, when it fliall be ex- 
ecuted, (as the emperour and the king of Sardinia,) will, fooner or later, be 
defirous of our guaranty ; and they that were againlt making it, and making 
it lading, as Chauvelyn has always been, and dill is, and monfieur Patinho. 
was, will,, without doubt, endeavour to conclude it without the intervention 
or the guaranty of the maritime powers j and therefore France and Spain de- 
clining our guaranty (which, I am perfwaded, the emperour will be glad to. 
have as foon as he can conveniently come at it) does not, I am convinced,, 
arife foe much from an averfion to their giving us a new guaranty, as it doeSs 
from their averfion to have this peace guarantyed by us. And if a previous 
treaty fhould be made between the three powers, and we lliould be told by 
them, and even by Chauvelyn, that the maritime powers fliall be invited, or 
admitted as foon as things are brought to perfedlion, I fliould have no other 
jealoufy, but that Chauvelyn w'ould afterwards labour as much to defeat that 
invitation and, acceffion, as I am perfwaded the emperour would be for it. 
I fliall add on this head, that although the execution of the preliminaries has 
been negociated between the Imperiall and French courts feemingly iii an 
amicable manner, and exclufively of the maritime powers ; yett nothing has 
been more conftantly repeated by the intelligence of loi [ Bufify], than that 
lliere has never been during this whole tranfadtion, a cordiality or reall good, 
underftanding between thofe two powers, although both diflembled their 
jealoufy of one another. 

However, as I fayd before, 1 agree with you that if the generall pacification 
be concluded without our admiffion,, and confequently without a reiiewall 
and confirmation of our former treatys, either of the three great powers, if 
they have a defign to hurt us, may pretend, for the„ reafons' explained in my 
fornler letter, and hinted in this, that they are under no obligations to us not 
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to doe It ; and I will not anfwer but that monfieur Chauvelyn may have fuch 
a thought, at the fame time that he would exclude our acceffion and guaranty 
from the generall pacification. And' therefore I entirely alfo agree with you, 
that the admiflion of the maritime; powers into the' definitive treaty fetts all 
right, and heals all the pretended defefls that may be alledged and ftarted as 
time and occafion ihall ferve ; and confequently it is materiall for us to en- 
deavour, with honour and decency, to have the maritime powers admitted 
into the generall pacification ; but how to come at that defirable point is the. 
queftion. 

And here I cannot agree with you that it is either prudent or praflicable 
to doe it, by treating feparately with each of the feverall powers for mutual 1 
friendfhip and defenfe. It is not prudent ; becaufe our oftering to treat with 
any of thofe powers, with whom we are to fuppofe that w^e are already in a Rate 
of mutuall friendfliip and defenfe, will betray our weaknefs and fears : and it 
is not prafticable j becaufe any feparate negotiation with one, which cannot bo 
kept a fecret, will occafion alarm in tire others, and new jealoufys and in- 
trigues, before they can be all brought to conclufion ; and, as coming from 
us, it will make them think we are diffident of the goodnefs and fecurity of 
our prefent treatys ; it will flart new conditions and explanatiolis, efpecially 
with' Spain, on account of our commerce and polfelfions, which fire will never 
grant upon the fame foot, if fire once fufpeds that we are ourfelves doubtfull 
of our prefent right. 

This being the cafe, the only way to obtain what we may wifh, is to gett 
admitted to the definitive treaty of the generall pacification ; and the beft way 
to obtain that admiflion is by a proper and unafFeSed application to the car- 
dinal!, which I think noe difficult matter to compafs, confidering the prefent 
intimacy and confidence which fubfifts between lord ’Waldegrave" and his 
eminence. 

It is now fo notorious by the intelligence from all parts, that France defigns 
if poffible, to avoyd an affembly of minifters at the Hague for the finall con- 
clufion of this great work, that lord 'Vfaldegrave may take an occafion to 
mention it to his eminence on that foot, without giving the leaft jealoufy of 
the fecret intelligence. In mentioning that matter to him, and the cardinall 
not denying it, his lordfhip may take an occafion tolettliis eminence fee how 
weak and precarious his own v/ork wall be without the admiflion and concur- 
rence of the maritime powers, to make it firm and lafting. The cardinall in 
all likelyhood, will mention to him the many difficultys and delays that may 
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•erlodVI. obftruft the conclufion by the variety of demands that may be made by usj 
34^0^737- jjj particular by Holland for the fake of their accefSon and guaranty. In 
1736 . anfwer to which his lordlhip may lett his eminence fee, that his majefty has 
nothing elfe to defire, befides that if he fliould become a party to the treaty, 
which is to be looked upon as the bafis for the future pacification of Europe, 
it is very reafonable that there fliould be an article declaring a confirmation 
of all our treatys upon the foot they Rood before the late troubles. This was 
the condition of his approbation and concurrence to the preliminarys, and this 
is all that will be defired, without any nev/ demands or fpecifications for tfie 
king’s guaranty of the definitive treaty ; and that his majefty will joyn with 
his eminence in withftanding and diverging the States from any new and par- 
ticular demands. 

His lordlhip may take an occafion as it falls in his w'ay, to fliow why Chau- 
velyn may be againft our admiffion, becaufe he has always been againft the 
treaty itfelfe. If the cardinall fliould goe fo far as to fay, that it is abfolutely 
neceflary to make a definitive treaty between the partys engaged in the war, 
for the fake of the publication of the peace, but that the maritime powers flial! 
afterwards be invited to accede, and guaranty it, it is hard to give a negative 
to this propofition, as being the ufuall method of proceeding. But his lordlhip 
may inlinuate, that an article fliould be added to that treaty, by which the con*- 
tracing partys may oblige themfelves to communicate immediately the fayd 
treaty to, the maritime powers, and to delire their acceffion to it; in confe- 
quence of which an article will be inferted for the renewall and confirmation, 
of our former treatys. This may poffibly- be managed in fuch a manner by 
lord Waldegrave, as to make the cardinall himfelfc think it neceflary ; and if 
fomething like this Ihould be once agreed and fettled with the cardinall, pro- 
per foundings and inlinuations may be made to M. Waflanar, or at the 
court of Vienna, by which the emperour may think it is equally neceflary 
to have fomething done immediately that may aflure him of our acceffion 
and guaranty. Altho’ for my own part,’ I am of opinion that fooner or later 
both the emperour and Spain muft come to us to qoncurr in ftrengthening the 
generall pacification upon the terms upon which it is to be concluded, after 
the preliminarys fliall be executed. Thefe thoughts, are hafty, and I believe 
very imperfefl; ; but this letter is already too long to enter into a more ex?., 
tenfive explanation of them. 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Lord Waldegrave cannot obtain any pofitive information from Chauvelyn. 

JVI Y" LORDj Hanover, 0<5lober3T — November it, 1736. 

JJARILEY the meffenger brought me, laft Thurfday about noon, the 
honour of your grace’s fecret letter of the 2 2d Oft. O. S. which, toge- 
ther with the feveral inclofures, has beeii laid before the Idng. 

His rnajefty finds by lord Waldegrave’s mofl fecret letter of the 23d Oft. 
N. S. to your grace, that there is very little hope of his excellency’'s being 
able to get from monfieur Chauvelyn a true account of the pretender’s letter, 
either with refpeft to the means of his coming by it, or as to what he had 
done, or was to do in confequence of it. Notwithftanding the hank his lord- 
fliip has over him, .by his having put it himfelf into his lordfhip’s hands by an 
extraordinary blunder, the frequent experience we have had of the Garde des 
S^eaux’ tergiverfation and loofenefs, as well as ill-will towards England, makes 
• the king apprehend that lord Waldegrave will not be much the wifer with 
regard to this important affair from that minifter’s difcourfe, when his lord- 
Ihip fliall have put in execution the orders fent him by your grace on the 8th. 
of Oftober.., 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE.. 

Difficulties of obtaining information from the cardinal and Chauvelin. 

MY LORD, Paris, November 17th, 1736. 

T Am very forry that the laft accounts 1 fent of my tranfaftions with the 
French minifters have not altogether anfwer’d your expeftations, but I 
muft beg leave to tell your grace, that I have done all T poffibly could towards 
getting out of them what I wanted to know ; and when one cannot get all 
at once, I have obferved that with patience it generally comes out. I muft 
remark to your grace, that one gets little by afking queftions, and that all 
that is to be had muft be by putting the cardinal to talk upon the matters you 
want to be inform’d of,- and if you light upon a lucky moment, he will 
then fay more in a quarter of an hour of his own accord than can be got 
out of him in two hours by afldng him queftions. Beftdes, he does not love 
it. He himfejf has told me many times that he cannot bear des queftions. 
He fays they either put him upon equivocating, or make him break off the 
converfation.. 
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1736. 


I iliaU make if. my bufmefs to get lights by degrees, and hope to get all 
thofe you want. I thought the making you eafy, as far as aiTurances-could 
do, that he neither had, nor would have any thing to do with the pretender, 
prejudicial to us, was as much as could be well expefted at firft. I will do 
what I can to get more authentick aflurances ; and the orders you have fent 
me in this laft difpatch may, perhaps, enable me to do it'. 

As to the Guarde des S9eaux, I was perfuaded he would not let us into 
the true fecret of the pretender’s, or his agent’s, application to him. That 
the more I prefs’d him, the more I was expos’d to hear his prevarications ; 
and as I could not tell him my mind upon fuch topicks ; I thought it was bet- 
ter to talce general aflurances, than to fliew a diftruft which he would attribute 
to fear, and ferve no other end than to give him more frequent occafions of 
alarming us. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

The king approves his grace’s and lord Waldegrave’s condiidl, and fends his 

further conmiands. 


MV LORD, 


Hanover, Nuv. ych — iSlIi, 1736^ 


Walpole 

Papers. 


ALTON the meflenger brought me, the 15th inftant, N. S. the ho- 
nour of your grace’s moll fecret letter of the 29th paft, O. S. in- 
Mnjlficrct. clofing a copy of lord 'W’aldegrave’s mofl; fecret difpatch of the 30th Odober 
Draught. 3-tid 3d inftant, JST. S. and of what your grace wrote the 29th paft, O. S. by 
the queen’s orders to his excellency in anfwer to it j which have all been laid 
before the king : and I am ordered to acquaint you that his majefty thinks, 
that the diligence and addrefs which lord Waldegrave employed, to come at 
a full difeovery of what was preferibed to him by the orders which your grace 
fent him in your difpatch of the 8th paft, O. S. were very proper to anfwer 
that end, and carried him as far into the knowledge of the points which we 
are fo defirous of having cleared up, as could well be expefled, according to 
the occafions that had then offered in his conferences with the French mi- 
nifters, and confidering the nature and teihper of the perfons with whom he 
had difeourfed. 

As the motive for fending his excellency thofe orders arifes from an event 
of the greateft confequence to his majefty’s government, the king was no lefs 
pleafed with the zeal exerted for his fervice in repeating and inculcating fo 
earneftly as your grace has done, by your difpatch to him of the 29th 
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paft, O. S. that he fhould endeavour to procure a more precife and particular Period VI. 
account of what may have lately pafled betw’’een the pretender and the French ,^734^°^737» 
‘court, and to difcover how far the projedb of a feparate treaty, which is fup- Correlpond- 
pofed to be in agitation between the emperor and France, and to which Spain pretender’s 
alfo may become a party, is likely to fucceed : alrho’ his majefty’s experience letter., 
of monfieur Chauvelin’s behaviour for fo many years will not allow him to ex- 
pecl any thing better than evalive and chicaning anfwers from that minifter 
upon any material point whatfoever. 

But the king is inclined to have a favourable opinion of the lincerity of the 
cardinal,, in having declared with fo much franknefs to lord Waldegrave his re- 
folution to do nothing in fupport of the pretender’s interell or caufe ; nothing 
having ever in the I'eaft occurred of any fteps taken by his eminency during his 
adminiftration for fo many years that could feem to have a tendency that way. 

Yet his majefty queftions whether he will be brought to give a more parti- 
cular explanation than he has already done, of the applications that may 
have been made by the pretender,, or his agents, to France, or of the anfwers. 
that France may from time to time have returned to them. However his ma- 
jefty is of opinion that his ambaflador at Paris fhould omit no opportunity of 
founding, fifting,. and leading his eminency to a precife difcovery of a matter 
of fo much importance ; as alfo of what turn the cardinal intends to take, fup- 
pofing the emperor and Spain are come to an agreement for the execution of 
the preliminary in winding-up this great work of a general pacification, by fecret 
or publick treaties with or without the acceflion of other powers, that his ma- 
jefty may be the better able to judge what he is to rely upon, and take his mea- 
fures accordingly. The king depends at the fame time upon lord Waldegrave’s 
prudence, that, in making thefe frequent inftances to the French minifters upon, 
points fo grave and ferious, he will take care to do it in-fuch a manner as not 
to betray the leaft uneafinefs or fear, either with, refpedt to the pretender’s de- 
figns, or at our being excluded out of the. definitive treaty for a general peace. 

Your grace having taken notice, in your aforefaid difpatch to lord Wal de- 
prave, of what has been mentioned in fame of Mr. Robinfon’s late letters re-- 
lating to a definitive treaty, as what may be made ufe of by his excellency to ■ 
find out, in difcourfing with the cardinal, his eminency’s final intentions on 
that head, the king has commanded me to refer you, for her majefty’s confi- 
deration, to what Mr. Robinfon has wrote in his laft difpatch to me of the 7 th 
inftant, N. S. (of which I don’t doubt but he will have fent a duplicate to 
lord liarrington,) upon the difpofition of the Imperial court towards bis majefty,.. 

15 both. 
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PtnodVI. both with refpecl to the pretender and the conclufion of the pacification, which 
the main gives his inajefty a good deal of fatisfadion. 

1736. . Thefe feveral circumftances, joined with the orders which your grace has laft 
fent to lord Waldegrave, and by comparing the lights he may be able to maintain 
in the conferences he will have with the cardinal in confequence of them, with ;he 
intelligence which his excellency may likewife procure by other fecret means, 
will, his majefty hopes, clear up thefe material points fo far as to enable him to 
form a clear and decifive judgement upon them. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 
Chauvelin declares that he gave the pretender's letter by mtjlake. 


Walpole 

Papers. 

ExlraB. 

Chauvelin. 


(Paris, January 2, 1737O Finding him * thus difpos’d, I a'iked him whether 
he had of late heard any thing from the pretender’s correfpondent ; for I could 
not help being a little curious fince the accident of the letter that fell into my 
hands. He faid he had not of late heard a word from that quarter : if he 
had, he would have told me of it. He then took me by the hand, and in the 
moft emphatical manner faid. You may depend upon it, that my giving you 
that paper was by meer chance. There was no artifice in it. I will own to 
you, I was at firfl: furprifed when you mention’d it to me ; but alTure yourfelf, 
I have ever fince look’d upon that miftake as a lucky one for me, fince it gave 
me fo full an opportunity of convincing your court that I neither am nor have 
been a favourer of the pretender, or of his adherents. I have reafon to believe 
your court thought otherwife of me ; but furely now they cannot fufpefl: me. 

I give your grace an exadl account of this coirverfation. You will judge as 
well as I can of the dependance that can be had on this man’s profeffions ; but 
I look upon thefe as an infallible fign of his humiliation and of his fears. 


1737* 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
'Thinks it necejfary either to gain Chauvelin, or to obtain his difm'ijfton. 

MY LORD, London, December 30 — January 10, 1736-7. 

Waldegrave J Had the honour of your lordfliip’s of the 3d of January, N. S. and altho’ 
the ftory you entertained me wiifi was ridiculous enough, yett it is a ftrong 
indication of the prevailing opinion of the world where you are, that our friend 

Hands 


Secret* 
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ftands upon very Hippery ground when.fuch inventions are thrown out and re- 
ceiv’d, to prepare mankind^for any fuch fudden change. 

Upon the fubje£t of that perfon it is very hard to know what to fay. There 
is nothing more certain than that a change there is fo much to be wifli’d for, 
that ’tis almoft impoITible we fliould have the worft of it. At the fame time it 
is as certain, if he is like to Hand his ground, that nothing fliould be neglected 
to gain him, if that were praQiicable : your lordfhip knows how far that expe- 
riment was tried, and how it ended. His laft advances and profeffions feem to 
encourage another attempt, but from tlie charafter of the man, it is fcarce to 
be fuppofed that he meant any thing but to make fair weather under his pre- 
fent difficulties and<diftreffes. What then is to be done ? That depends upon 
a knowledge of the true fituation of the perfon, and upon being able to form a 
judgment of what will moft probably be his fate; and that, I confeffe, from the 
weaknefs of his fuperiour, is both difficult and hazardous, left, by giving him 
time, he fliould recover himfelfe, and afterwards difcover any part that was taken 
to his prejudice. , 

Your lordfhip, therefore, who is upon the fpott, can beft obferve and judge 
if he is falling, and you can do it with fafety. You muft ftrike whilft the iron 
is hott ; and if you can venture and can fucceed wdth the old man, you cannot 
do a greater piece of fervice. In the mean time, as all who play fair with fliarpers 
are certainly undone, you muft pay diffimulation with diffimulation, and be as 
civill to him as he can poffibly be to you. But I am giving ^^our lordfliip in- 
ftrudtions, who have ftiewn you do not w^ant them ; you know the plea, and I 
dare fay will mifle no ftiir opportunity. 


PerJodVL 

1734101737. 
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SIR ROBERT WAUpOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Cannot give any definitive anfvjer until the king^s arrival. — WiJJoes the cardinal 
and lord Waldegrave a happy new year. 


MV LORD, 


London, Dec. 30 — Jan. 10 , i73<5-7. 


Y OUR lordfhip will have heard of the ill fortune his majefty mett with in Waldegrave 
being taken fhort at fea with contrary winds, and drove back into Holland, ^ 
where he now is waiting for a more favorable and I hope a more fortunate op- 
portunity to make his paffage into England. This fituation makes me incapable 
of faying any thing upon the great affairs that are in fufpence, which I hope you 
will reprefent in the moft proper manner. 

VOL. III. PART in. ' 3 M Give 
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Give me leave, my lord, to defire you to be the melTenger of my moft fmcere • 
compliments to the cardinal upon the revolving year. Accept the fame your- 
felf ; and let his eminency and your excellency be perfuaded that thefe wilhes, 
that bear the face. of form and the feafon, are the fmcere fentimentsof, my lord, 
your lordfhip’s moft faithful fervant. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Motive of fir Lvtke SchauFs journey to Paris. 

rave (Paris, February 6, 1737.) Sir Luke Schaub has been fome days here with 

one of the principal magiftrats of Ball. They are both deputed by that town 

'or. to adjuft fome differences between the French and them relating to the filhery» 

jjt. Sir Luke Schaub was attended by his colleague at the feveral conferences he 

had with the cardinal j and his eminency affured me that not a word was faid 
but upon the fubjeft of their million. The affair will be ended to-morrow, and 
the magillrat of Bade fets out the next day for his town, and fir Luke fays that 
a day or two after he marches for England. I thought it- proper to fend you 
this account by reafon of the letter you wrote to me when fir Luke came over..i 

THE EARL OF, WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Bify is ^oing to England. — Probability, of Chauvelirds difnitfion. 

rave (Paris, February 6, 1737.) In my private and particular letter to the duke 

^ of Newcaftle you will have feen moft of what I could fay on Bully’s fcore 7 all 

that I have to add is this, that he will open himfelf with the greateft freedom to 
you, but to you alone. Our friend, in prefenting Buffy to me, faid he would 
charge him with particular compliments to you. I don’t know how far he may 
trull him ; but I hardly believe that in his prefent ticklilh fituation he will vem 
ture to fay much, or fend aiiy befides general meffages and compliments. The 
whole town and court fay publickly that our friend will not Hand his ground 
long ; but, confidering the old gentleman’s irrefolution, I dare anfwer for no- 
thing. Du Theil’s return from Vienna is thought will be the critical time ; for 
they fay that he is the only one capable of executing the office till another 
be appointed, and the only one to whom all the papers can be delivered mp. 
Some think he will have the place ; for Pecquet will undoubtedly be difcarded, 
if Chauvelin is. 


As 
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As to BulTy, you may make what ufe of him you.pleafe. His inftmftions Period VI. 
with refped to the opponents in England is to be civil to fuch of them as ftiall f 
be fo to him ; but to avoid entering into any of their cabals. You may direft 1737. 
him which way you lhall judge proper' with regard to them. He is artfull, and 
by his means you may, if you 'think it worth your while, difcover many of 
their projefts. The firft inftant, there was a year due to 101 [Buffyj]. I paid 
it him the fame ‘day ; for he does not care to run an hour in arrear. I have 
drawn for it upon you as ufual. He will talk with you about a gratification he 
has been fome time alking for. His going over, I told him, puts an end to my 
follicitations on that fcore. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Difmijion of Chauvelin.—Amelot appointed hh fticcejfor. 

My LORD, Paris, February the 22d, 1737. 

JN a poftfcript to a letter I wrote the day before yefterday to Mr. Couraud, I 
added a piece of news I had juft received, viz. that monfieur Chauvelin had 
been that morning difmilfed from all his employments. The fame was con- 
firmed to me foon after with thefe circumftances, that monfieur de Maurepas went 
on Wednefday morning, between fix and feven, to monfieur Chauvelin’s, and 
by the*king’s command demanded the great feal, and an a£l of difmillion in form 
for his place of fecretary of ftate for foreign affairs. Both which being complied 
with, monfieur de Maurepas added, that it was the king’s pleafure he fhould 
go immediately to Gros Bois, there to remain till further orders ; and that 
there was an officer of the gray moufquetaires, monfieur de Jurnillac, to fee 
him thither. Thefe forms were not long in going through, for monfieur and 
madame Chauvelin, wdth the officer of the moufquetaires, fet out for Gros Bois 
by feven. 

Though monfieur Chauvelin and his friends had reafon enough to fear that 
it was not the cardinal’s intention he Ihould hold his poll long, yet none of 
them thought his fall would have been fo fudden, Monfieur Chauvelin thought 
it fo little himfelf, that Tuefday night he fent part of his family to Verfailles, 
and was to have returned there the next morning at feven. 

The cardinal was at Iffy when thefe fteps were taken, and fet out between 
ten and eleven the fame morning for Verfailles. I went thither yefterday, but 
did not get back time enough to write laft night. The cardinal defired me to 
acquaint my court, that his moft chriftian majefty had thought fit to difmifs 
monfieur Chauvelin from all his places; and that nionfieur Amelot de Chaillou, 

3 M 3 ■ one 


Hardvvicke 

Papers. 

Secret. 
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Period VI. one of the intendants of finances, was to be fecretary of ftate for foreign affairs r 
i734tQi737- he was perfuaded, from this gentleman’s good charaOer in the world, that 
J737- he would difcharge the duties of his new employment with honour and. pro- 
bity ; and that I might affure myfelf he would contribute his bell towards the- 
maintenance of good harmony between the two crowns. 

As this change will of eourfe put a flop to the current of affairs for fome 
days, I mufl: beg your grace’s patience till the new minifter is a little fettled 
in his office, for executing his majefty’s commands relating to the violence 
committed by a French naan of war in the Well Indies againfl fome of our 
merchant-men. Monfieur Dagueffeau the chancellor has the feals reftored to 
him, which the people are much pleafed with, for he is reckoned a very honefi: 
man ; and the feals are the better part of the income of the office of chancellor., 
which without them was little more than a bare title. I here enclofe to your 
grace Mr. Keene’s letter, which arrived the night before laft from Spain. They 
would have been here on Saturday, but were detained by the badnefs of the roads. 

THE EARL OF WALD EG RAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

C<niverfation with cardinal Fleury on the difmijjlon of Chauvelin.—Good confequencss 

to be expedled from that event. 

MY LORD, Paris, February 22 , I737* 

Hardwicke j May in this letter wifh your grace much joy of the event that we have fo 
impatiently expefled. At laft the moft violent enemy we had is fallen; 
Mojtjecni There are but few but rejoice at it, and thofe that do not are afraid to fliew 
endparticular. (.Qjicgjn, j complimented the cardinal yefterday from myfelf upon it. 

Copy- His eminence took it very well, and was obliging enough to. tell me, that. I 
had a greater fhare in the change than, confidering circumftances, it was proper 
for the world to know ; and therefore he had not told it any body : that, as he 
look’d upon me as un honnete homme fon ami, the account 1 gave him fome 
time ago of monfieur Chauvelin’s behaviour to me had ftruck him:, that he had 
at the time opened his heart to me as far as he could ; that I muft have . 
feen plainly it was not then a time of day to make any eclat j but what I then 
faid to him had put him upon enquiring more narrowly into the man’s dealings 
than ever he had done before, and by that means had made fuch difcoveries as 
not only confirmed all I faid, but brought to light many other matters of the 
moft perfidious nature. This he bid me keep to myfelf. However, I think I 
am bound in duty to acquaint his majefty with it, tho’ I beg this may be known 
•to as few as poffible. By degrees I reckon I lhall be able to learn all or moft 

of 
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of thefe fafis j but the cardinal was in too much hurry yefterday for me to have Period VI. 
a long converfation with him, ^■734toi737» 

The cardinal continued his difcourfe by faying, that he was perfuaded moft ^737‘ 
courts in Europe would be pleafed at the alteration : that he had feen enough 
from me to be fure our’s would. I alTured him he was in the right ; and that 
I look’d upon this ftep as what would reflore a confidence and correfpondence 
between us, that could never have been had whilfl Chauvelin was employed. 

He wiflied it might be fo : this he faid he was fure of, that he and I would 
have much more eafe and quiet than we had had this long while. In fine, he 
faid many obliging things to me, not worth troubling your grace with. He 
then told me that monfieur de Chaillou, a confeiller d'etat, would be appointed 
to fucceed monfieur Chauvelin : that I was the firft he had told it to, for-it was 
not to be declared till the French king had been at council. He alfo gave me 
a Ihort charaGer of that gentleman. He faid he was of a good family de robe: 
that he would anfwer for his honefty : that he was known to be a man of fenfe: 
that he was, very model!: and well behaved, one that would do what he would 
have him and no more. It was true, he faid, that he (the cardinal) had once 
been deceived, meaning in monfieur Chauvelin ; . but he hoped he fhould not 
be fo the fecond time. He told me he had once thought of monfieur de Monti, 
as a man well verfed in foreign affairs ; but as, according to the conftitution of 
his country, feveral matters muft be done by the fecretaries of Hate that require 
their being of the robe, he had chofen the other j or elfe with refpedt to fo- 
reign affairs, he would have preferred monfieur de Monti. 

By all I know of monfieur de Chaillou, he anfwers the character the cardi- 
nal gave of him. He is not a man of many words, and has a little impediment 
in his fpeech. I fuppofe him to be an intire novice in foreign bufinefs ; but as 
he has parts, he will foon have enough to receive and execute tire cardinal’s 
orders, which feems at prefent to be his eminency’s intention. I found Pecquet 
in the cardinal’s antichamber, when I came out from, his eminency. He look’d 
as one that was to lhare his mafter’s fate, as it is generally thought he will. He 
had a bag of writings the cardinal had fent for. 

I am very glad that monfieur de Buffy was not here, probably he would have 
fared the worfe for it j for every body takes it for granted that all thofe ia 
the offices that had any lhare in monfieur Chauvelin’s confidence will be dif- 
mifled.. 


THE 
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THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 
Qn the difmijjlon of Chauvelin.—^^onverfation with the cardinal on that fuhjedl. 


Waldegrave 

Papers. 


Prlnjate* 


Draught* 


(Feb. 22, 1737 *) In my moft fecret and particular letter to the duke of New'- 
caftle, you will fee the fulleft account I can giv« of moft of what paffed in the con- 
verfation I had yefterday with the cardinal upon monfieur Chauvelin’s difmif- 
fion : however, I thought it more convenient to keep fome particular circum- 
ftances to relate to you, than to fay all in that letter. In the firft place, as to this 
event, which I look upon to be of the utmoft confequence to us, you may have 
feen by feveral of my late letters that I thought him a going ; but confidering 
whom he had to do with, I was always afraid, and durft anfwer for nothing. 
When I went into the cardinal’s clofet, he came up to me fmiling, aflct me if 
I was not pleas’d with him, N’etes vans pas content de mol. I aflured him I was, 
and all the world would be fo. When we were fat down, it is hardly to be 
imagined with what venom he talked to me of Chauvelin, chiefly of his ingra- 
titude. To be fure he has made fome difcoveries of his villanys that he does 
not think fit yet to publifh. He afkt me how I thought this would affed you. 

I told him plainly that now it was in his power to eftablifh a perfed union 
and good correfpondence between you; for whilft Chauvelin was in place there 
was fo general a diffidence of him, that nobody would engage in any meafures 
that could poflibly get one day or other into his hands, and would have been 
defeated, only becaufe they came from the cardinal. His eminency thought 
the thing reafonable: he owned he had been impofed upon along time, butt 
there was no remedy for the paft. He with warmth faid, that man had impu- 
dence enough to make me the author of all the ill fteps, and to brag that he had 
fet them right ; to alTume good letters to himfelf that I had wrote. I told him 
fo, faid the cardinal, before the king’s face and he could not contradi<ft me. 
Our converfation was fo often interrupted that he could not fay more in that 
ftrain. All I can fay of monfieur Amelot de Chaillou is, that he feems to be 
the very reverfe of Chauvelin, and that muft be .a good caraflier. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Waldegrave 

Papers. 


Brlvaie* 


7> 
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Sir Luke SchauFs mijfion relatedfmply to the affaire of Bafle* — Biifffs return 

defired by Fleury*, 

SIR> . March 5, 1736-7. 

^^HO’ I have -little worth troubling you, I would not lett my exprefs go with- 
out a- line. By my letter to the duke of Newcaftle you will fee the beft 

account 
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account I can fend of our fituation here finee monfieur Chauvelln’s removal. Period VI.. 
All that I have to add is to acquaint you that Sir Luke Schaub fet out laid' Fry- 
day for England. The cardinal aifured me in the ftrongeft manner that no- 1737 * 
thing pafled between them befides what related to the affairs of Bafle, for which 
he was fent hither by that republick, and he fucceeded in. It is remarkable 
enough that that tranfaftion occafioned a difcovery of feveral of monfieur 
Chauvelin’s praftices in fending orders unknown to the cardinal. 

I queftion whether Bufly will Hay long with you ; the cardinal told me he 
wanted him back : that as he had been at the head of monfieur Dutheil’s office, 
fince that gentleman was fent to Vienna, he was at a lofs what to do for want 
of him. I faid little, as you will eafily believe, on the fubjeft ; for which rea- 
fon I trouble you with nothing elfe at prefent but the affurances of the perfect 
refpeft with which. See. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE:, 

General fatufa6iion at the difmifflon. of Chauvelin. — foy of the cardinal. 

MY LORD, Paris, March 6, 1737* 

^HOUGH I cannot yet give any very particular account of the changes Hardwicke 
that are likely to happen further in this court by the difmillion of Chauve- Papers, 
lin, yet, as it is natural to fuppofe that his majefty may be curious to be ac- Mojlfecret. 
quainted with the appearances, and to have the beft information I can fend — 

upon this important event, I Avould not omit the firfl; opportunity of letting 
your grace know what I have learnt from the publick, and what I have got 
from the cardinal upon this fubjeO:, in a converfation I had with him this morn- 
ing at Iffy. 

As to the publick, there are very few that do not fall upon monfieur Chauve- 
lin ; and it feems almoft every body’s bufinefs to find fault with his whole ad- 
miniftration ; and moft of thofe that have any fort of accefs to the cardinal load 
him with praifes for his refolution in getting rid of fo ffilfe a colleague. I obferve: 
that the cardinal is much pleafed with the general approbation his eond'udt has 
met with, both in the expulfion of Chauvelin and in the choice he has made 
of monfieur Amelot ; for fo the new fecretary is to be called, without the addi- 
tion of Chaillou, which was a diftinftion from others of the fame name, but 
unneceffary nov? on account of his place. 

The town will have- it that the Conde and Conti families are uneafy at this 
change j not from any regard to Chauvelin, but from their own apprehenfions 
that the count de Touloufe may be brought into the. adminiftration. Mon- 

15 fieur 
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fieur le due fays neverthelefs, that he would not on any account whatever take 
the leaft fliare in publick affairs ; but that, fliould the cardinal have any 
thoughts of bringing monfieur de Touloufe into bufmefs, all the legitimate 
princes of the blood ought to reprefent againff it. For my part, I don’t fee 
any thing like this, at leaft for fome time. 

As to monfieur Chauvelin, I do not yet hear any thing befides general 
accufations brought againft him ; tho’ I am alTured people are at work to dif- 
cover particulars, which, if made out, will probably occafion his being fent far- 
ther from this capital than the place he is now at. The only apparent mark 
of the court’s difpleafure, fince his difmiffion, has been the orders fent to 
monfieur Chauvelin to have all the' badges of his office of Garde des Sceaux, 
and Vice-chancellor, with which he had adorned the inlide as well as the outfide 
of his houfe, taken down, that no record or trace may remain there of his 
having enjoyed thofe places. 

As to the cardinal, he feems to rejoice anew every time one fees him, at the 
ftep he has taken, He told .me how much he was now at eafe : that his bufi- 
nefs, which funk him before, was now , an amufement^to him ; and that he 
fliould in a few days bring all his affairs into fuch a method, that they would 
be done with great exaftnefs and little trouble. Here he launched out in en- 
comiums upon monfieur Anielot, which gave me occafion to mention to him 
the letter I had received from Mr. Stone by your grace’s order, preparing me 
for his majefty’s commands to his eminency and monfieur Amelot upon this 
occafion, which had been prevented the laft poll day by the unhappy accident 
of my lord chancellor’s death, lord Talbot. His eminency took his majefty’s 
intentions, and fome compliments I made from my knowledge of them, in 
the politeft manner ■, not doubting but all obftacles were now removed which 
might otherwife have hindered a ftridt union between the two crowms. 

"The cardinal then entered confidentially into a fort of detail of his projects. 
He told me he intended to give one day in a week to each of the four fecre- 
taries of ftate, to treat with them feparately on the affairs of their refpeflive 
departments : that neverthelefs monfieur Amelot fhould have accefs whenever 
he had bufmefs : that, befides this, the four fecretaries fliould meet at his lodg- 
ings once a week : that fuch ^things as were proper fliould be communicated to 
them all, that he might have an opportunity of knowing their feveral fend- 
nients upon them ; and that he was perfuaded there would now be good 
harmony between thofe gentlemen, fince the man was out that kept them 
afunder. 


When 
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‘When tMs difcourfe was ended, I took occafion to talk to him about his 
tninifters in foreign courts. I mentioned the rumours about monfieur de 
Vaugrenant’s being thought to have had private dealings with Chauvelin. He 
faid he did not fuppofe it ; and it looks as if he would not foon be removed, 
as the town will have it : but Senneter-e at Turin, and Toulay at Venice, will, 
I believe, be recalled out of hand. Not that he fufpefts that any thing was 
clandeftinely done by them, but that he looks upon them as having no other 
merit than their devotion to Chauvelin ; for he feems to think, that if there 
have been any private dealings between Chauvelin and the king of Sardinia, 
they have palTed through Solari’s canal. 

The cardinal is highly difpleafed with monfieur de la Mina; he cannot fpeak 
of him with patience in any capacity. He looks upon him to be quite ignorant 
in bufmefs, without any fort of breeding, and will not even allow him to be a 
Ibldier. Prince la Torella has alfo quite loft himfelf with his eminency. The 
Italian petty minifters are much in the fame way ; Chauvelin had got hold of 
them all, and they have unadvifedly, as well as the Spaniard, fliewn their con- 
cern at his difgrace, which the cardinal will not forget in hafte. Your grace 
may expeS: to hear more of thefe matters, by degrees, but all cannot be got 
out at once. Whatever comes to my Icnowledge worth his majefty’s notice 
lliall be tranfmitted without lofs of time. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

'The cardinal anxious to receive an anfwer from fr Robei't Walpole, — Apologizes 

for his filence. 

SIR, ' March 17th, 1737. 

J Have not much to trouble you with by this exprefs ; however, I muft not omit 

acquainting you that I don’t think that loi (^EulTy^ will be fent for back 
fo foon as I expefted ; the office he was wanted for is put into a method to go 
on at leaft for fome time without him. 

The cardinal, I believe, expedts to hear from you upon the letter I had the 
honour of writing to you by his diredlion in November laft. He did not diredtly 
fay it. We were talking laft Tuefday of the affairs of Europe in general, and 
of his hopes of fettling a lafting peace ; he faid, Mr. Walpole connoit tout mon 
plan : that he had laid his whole fcheme before you that you know he had no 
engagement with the emperor beyond thofe contained in the prelimiparies : 
that this defenfive treaty was where it was at the time I wrote : that he had no 
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engagements with the king of Pruffia : that thofe with the palatin family were 
merely tn prevent war : that hitherto nothing had been faid to him from us. 
I thought it then necelfary to put him in mind that you had waited a great 
deal longer than could have been imagined for the king’s return j and that I 
had made him your excufes thereupon ; that fince that time his majefty’s in- 
difpofition had probably prevented your writing ; and now your parliamentary 
bufmefs took up a great deal of your time, fo that I did not wonder at yoiir 
filence. With this he appeared fatisfied j and as I was not delired, nor did en- 
gage, to give you an account of this converfation, you may either take notice of 
it, or let it alone, as you fliall judge moft: proper. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Rejoices at the difgrace of ChatmeUn.— Satisfied with Bujffs behaviour. — Is defir- 
ous to know the cardinal's fentinients, and to concur with him in promoting a 
Jiridi union between England and France. 

MY LORD, London, March 7— -iS, 1736-7. 

Waldegravc Y OUR lordfliip will not very much wonder that we have been behind hand 
of late in our foreign correfpondence, confidering how fully we have been 
Private. imployed in our domeftick * broils and contells, the moll troublefome I ever 
knew, and, from the great objeft of divilion, the moft dangerous that could 
have been attempted ; but we have got through them, and I doubt not fliall 
be able to gett the better of all fuch fatal and pernicious projects. 

I come now to mention what your lordlhip will have reafonably expefted to 
have heard of fome time, I mean the arrival of monfieur Bufly, who has 
hitherto behaved himfelf entirely to our fatisfaction ; and I make no doubt will 
continue to do fo as long as he ftays among us. The removal of monfieur 
Ghauvelin was welcome news here, and to all the world who wifli fuccefs to, 
the cardinal’s adminiftration. He was fuch a perpetual clog upon the wheels, 
and adted upon principles fo diredtly contrary to all his eminency’s profeffions, 
and pradlices, that his beft defigns were often fruftrated, and almoft always 
render’d dilatory and uncertain. And as there is nothing that I have allways 
defired more, and do now moft earneftly wifli, than to eftablilh and cultivate 
a perfedl good underftanding and confidence with the cardinal, if his eroinency 
will be pleafed to explain himfelf to your lordfliip upon what points and in 
what manner he propofes to fettle and confirm a perfedl friendfliip and union 

* Alluding to the motion in parliament for encreafing the eftabliihment of the prince of Wales. 
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between our royal nuillcrs, for ilieir mutual honour and intereft, he fliall find 
vn my pan all the rcadindls and fmccrity he can poffibly defire. 

I do not lietire in this manner to know what his eminency’s views and in- 
tetttions ,uc, witlt any delign to avoid eulering into a clofer and more explicit 
C(U 5 dpoutltnce, or to make any advantage of learning firfl from the cardinal 
his thoughts. But as the whole lyflem of carrying otr the gencrall pacification 
has hci'ii in liis haiuls, aiui the final and definitive conclufion muft be under his 
aiitl vlirtclion, it is inipofiible for me to fuggcfl or begin any negocia- 
tion, nmill I know In.in his eniinency upon wliat bafis and foundation he pro- 
pole; to profceil ; and, when his tljoughisare explain’d, he may depend upon a 
leadv eniH urreiicc to promote the common inferefi: of the two crowns; which 
1 tiuul. I an neser he It) well fecurM as by a Itricl friendflii]) and union efta- 
blifh’ii upon proper am! jull ioumlations. And 1 confefs I am impatient till I 
can know from youi lordfiiip his cmiuency’s further thoughts upon this iin- 
port.iui and nccellary work. 

Tin-: KARL OK WALDEGRAVK TO «IR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

('•trtiin.i! ftlii/h tl -a ///' /iv nitjlns fir not «7V//V;g. — Approi'cs of BujJ'i's conduih 
— ll'dl lidc iniu mfuirrat'mi the propfal to renew the anion between the two 
criAjem. 

r.ius, MiK'h 1736-7* 

J W.t, liounured in due time with your letters of the 7 — tilth inllant, and 
i-omuuniie.ued the eonieiits oi ii to the cardinal lall Weduefday at Illy. His 
enuitiiiev ua: very leiifible oi the many reafous you had to pofipone your 
wi iiing, and exjncili’it himlelf very hat nli'omely upon the laft, of which he had 
reeeivrd a lull aeeounf from monfieiir de Bully ; aiul of the fuperior manner, 
/.; ptpirr.tsis , wiilt vthieli you extricated yourl'elf from an aifair of fo dangerous 
a tendnu y. 1 then toucht upon the acfi Hint you gave me of monfieur dc 
BulTv’ , lu haviiiur linee liis arrival in Knghuul, and how fatisfied you was with 
him. ’1 he i .u diiial anfwered. When I fent Buil'y, I knew little of him ; but now 
I e.in aiilvu r lor liini, and ior his good behaviour during his Hay there. He 
ailil. d. Bully w.e. i’.<> iiiemi of (.'.lunuelin. The next paflage relates to the 
l.ui .t.utien C.liauvi lin’ . i!i!an!ru>n gave you in particular, atul in general to all 
who uillit Well to hi-, rminemy’.s adminillratkm. This the cardinal took cx- 
iea d.ing kiiidly. He faid tins fo general an approbation was a great comfort 
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Period VI. to Mm ; and he defired me to thank you in the bell manner for vonr good 
« 734 toi 737 - opinion of him. 

1737* The remaining part of your letter, tending to Ihew your readinefs to concur 

with his eminency in any juft; and reafonable meafures for to eftablilh and cul- 
tivate a perfed good underftanding between our royal mailers had an entire 
approbation j and your obfervation, that as the whole plan of the pacification 
was now in his hands, and under his conduft, it was more proper that he 
fliould propofe the means to bring this about, than for you, who being hitherto 
unacquainted with his defigns and views with relation to other courts, might 
propofe things that would be inconliftent with his other engagements. This 
obfervation, I fay, was thought very juft ; the cardinal could not but allow it 
to be reafonable. He told me he mull take a little time to confider, before he 
could give me a direfl: anfwer ; and I reckon next Tuefday to learn more of 
his mind upon this fubjeft. He defired neverthelefs, in cafe I wrote to you 
before we met again, that I would alTure you from him of the fincerity of his 
defires to cultivate a perfect firiendlhip with you, which he made no doubt 
would be a mutual advantage to our mailers. I told the cardinal that captain 
Porteous’ affair was now out of your hands, and that whatever was done with, 
the murtherers would be now the a£l of the nation, and not of the adminillration. 

The cardinal told me in the utmoll confidence that he had difeovered that 
Chauvelin had wanted to fettle a private correfpondence with you, by the 
means of mademoifelle de Meaefs and the Oglethorps : but he fuppofed you 
knew Chauvelin too well to trull him. He begM of me not to mention it to 
you ;■ fo-no notice is to be taken of m. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
Waits for the cardinal' s propofals. — The king will confer on his lordfhip one of the 

frfi vacant garters. 

Waldegrave (London, March 23 — April' 3, 1736-7.) I had the favour of your lord- 
fiiip’s of the 30th inftant, N. S. yefterday j and as affairs feem now to Hand, 
Private. I think it unneceffary and improper for me to enter into any particulars, untill 
the cardinal is pleased to fpeak to you again 5 not. at all doubting but ;^ou will 
take all occafions to fatisfie him that I do by no means decline being more par- 
ticular, but wait only- for his ftntiments, who can only diftate what principles 
and meafures are moft agreeable to his views and engagements j and that he, 
may be allured of my readineffe to co-operate with hiin. 

The. 
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I’lic clucf occafion nf iny troubling you now is to exprelTc the pleafure with Period VI. 
whioh I aaiuuiut your lordfhip, that the king has commanded me to tell you f 734toi737<; 
that he is iletermiu’d to give your lordfhip one of the firll: blue garters that he 
lhail tiilpolc ol. I ahvays take, fo great a fhare in every thing that tends fo 
much to vour lordfhijfs latisfattion, tliat I molt heartily congratulate your lord- 
fhip tipoii tilts fingular inaik of his majcflic’s juft fenfe and great regard to your 
lordfhip’s good and faithful fcrviccs. 


THE EARL OF WALDEORAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


('iirdiiial pri.i^ajcs to culmit Amclot into the fccrct covrcfpondcncc. 

(April y, 17 J 7 .) You will fee, by my difpatch to the duke of Newcaftle, 
that 1 could not do ntuch bulinefs ycflerday with the cardintil. However, his 
ctaiju-ncy fait! he hail confitlercd of the letter 1 had communicated to him, and 
that 1 might tiihire you, that he wifht for nothing more than to promote the 
rcftoiing a gootl harnumy with England, which he lookt upon as more 
iiccdlary every day for keeping a proper ballance in Europe ; and he would 
impart to you his farther fentiments upon the means to bring this about. He 
llicn told me that 1 tnighf depend upon it that monfieur Amelot was as clefirous 
as he i ould he ti> eoutrihute to a ftrift union between our mafters ; and afked 
me theietipou, whether I tliought you would have any objeflion to monfieur 
Aiueloi’s being admitted into the fccrct of any negotiation that might be 
h'<uuh d itu ilii!; eoiTerpondence. I anfwered tluit I did not fuppofe you would 
ilillil.e it, Inu f!u\! 1 could luR take it upon myf'elf to be pofitivc till I had 
uiiiie to Von. The eaniinal ilunight I was right, becaufe of the engagements 
v.c vu u rn'ipriH ally umUr of fecrccy ; and therefore defired me to found you 
opi'ii it. 'i ho’ I am pt rfuads’d you will give your confent, and that you would 
!io! Ij.iu liiiavoued me had I engaged for you in this point, yet, as I judge his 
inaicftv i . jit U!:i hafit; to treat with France, than the cardinal, I believe, is to 
io .i! uiih ti.s I wa.s glad enough of a plaufibic pretence to gain fometime, and 
to ;s>. d .c vour f.'rthcr thoughts on this matter. 


Waldcin*avc 

Pav-Ts. 

Private^ 

Draught* 


THE 
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THE EARL OF WALDEGR^VE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Confer eyice with cardinal Fleury^ who lays open his plan for a private treaty 
between England and France. — Uneaftnefs and dejeSiion of the cardinal^ pro^ 
hably derived from the private amours of Louis the Fifteenth. — Frujirated in his 
attempts to remove Bachelier. — Situation and inefficiency of the counciL 
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SIR, _ Pans, ^pril 13, 1737. 

J Was honoured by the laft meffenger from England with your letter of the 

23d paft. The account you fend me in it, by the king’s command, of his 
majefty’s gracious intention to give me one of the firft blue garters he lliall 
difpofe of, affords me the greateft fatisfaftion. Give me leave, fir, to entreat 
you to lay at his majefty’s feet my moft humble thanks for this publick mark 
of his favour and approbation of my conduft, and to affure the king that the 
pleafure I feel on this occafion is highly improved by the hopes I am in that it 
will make me more ufefull to his majefty’s fervice, from the additional con- 
fideration it ^ill procure me here. 

I am now to give you an account of the cpnverfation I had with the cardinal 
upon the fecret tranfaftion between you and him. I thought as you did, that 
we might keep filent till he Ihould explain himfelf further than he had yet 
done, and till I had your anfwer concerning monfieur Amelot’s admittance to 
that confidence ; and, for that reafon,' I did not propofe to myfelf to fay any 
thing more on the fubjeft till I had heard from you. But he began himfelf, 
and of himfelf, for I had not lain any thing in bis way to engage the difcourfe. 

He began with a repetition of his defire of fettling a good and perfedl union 
and underftanding between our matters 5 that neither of them wanted to 
enlarge their poffeffions ; but it behoved both to enjoy in peace and tran- 
quillity what they had, and to fecure the fame, as far as they could, to the reft 
of Europe : that, in confequence of the difcourfes we had had on the fubjefl, 
he thought nothing would better anfwer that purpofe than a private treaty 
between England and France, under the ftrideft and moft inviolable fecrecy, 
for a reciprocal guaranty of the rights and poffellions of both crowns, and for 
a mutual defence ; to which general articles might be added, if thought 
neceffary, for confirming all former treatys ; as likewife engagements might 
be taken not to make any new alliances contrary to the prefent treaty, or with- 
out the mutual confent of both parties. , The principal object of this treaty, 
.according to the cardinal, was to prevent the ever-growing power of the houfe 

of 
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of Auftria, or its reprefentatives in Germany ; and to hinder their encroach- 
ing upon the rights of the princes there j in fine, to keep them down to the 
conftitution of the. empire : but he did not explain himfelf as to the means. 

His eminency then added, in a mifterious fort of way, and not at * * f 
that he wifli’d I would infinuate to you that he thought meafures ought to be 
taken to prevent Tufcany being annexed to the inheritance of the houfe of 
Aullria ; that, in his opinion, it Ihould rather go to the duke of Lorain’s 
brother, and to the younger branches of it, in cafe that fail’d j in the fame 
manner Loraine would have done had it remained in that houfe. For he could 
not but think that the emperor would be too powerfull in Italy, if Tufcany 
Ciould belong to the fame prince who was poffelTed of all the emperor’s prefent 
and future dominions. For he talked of feveral contirtgencys by which the 
poffeffions of the houfe of Auftria might be increafed, by contrafls between 
family and family, particularly that of. Wortemberg, which, in cafe of failure 
of ilfue male, may belong to the emperor. He wiflit I would, as I faid before, 
found you on thefe heads, and know what you thought of them. Whilfk we 
were talking thus, the cardinal was called upon by the king, which put a flop 
to our converfation. 

I cannot fay I was forry for the interruption ; for I judged he rather wanted 
to knowyvhat we would do, than to be explicit himfelf. I told him, as we 
were rifiifg up, that I would not fail to acquaint you with the general notions 
he had thrown out, and hear your fentiments upon them ; but that I ftill 
thought he mull let us know how far he is engaged with the emperor and the 
duke of Lorraine, before we can fay any thing to the purpofe. I affured him 
'Again of your readinefs to concur in juft and honourable means to preferve the 
equilibre in Europe, and to eftablifti a folid union between the two crowns. I 
mull acquaint you here, that I obferved, in the converfation I had aftei'wards 
with monfieur Amelot, that the cardinal has talkt to him of this affair ; for he 
fpoke to me, in general terms, of the ufefulnefs of an alliance between -England 
and France, to keep the emperor within bounds, and to prevent his being too 
powerfull in Italy ; and ufed feveral of the fame turns the cardinal had done. 
From this I.fhould judge his eminency is in earneftj Amelot will certainly 
be fo if the cardinal is ; for I don’t know any body that will put him off 
from it. , 

It may not be improper to make ufe of this conjunflture to give you fome 
account of my notions of the cardinal’s prefent fituation. I muft own I appre- 
ry head 
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hend he has fomething that hangs heavy on his fpirlts, and that wares him 
inwardly. Every body obferves that he feems more miftruftfull, and to open 
himfelf lefs than heretofore. I have now and then thought the fame, but 
attributed it to his being quite tired and wearied. But this I have very 
particularly remarked, laft Tufeday efpecially, that in talldng to me, as he 
often does in the utmoft confidence and without conftraint, tears came in 
his eyes, and he remained thoughtfull and dejefted for about a minute ; but 
upon recolleding himfelf, he refumed his natural good-humoured look. 
Sometimes I have imagined thefe motions proceeded from a decay not to be 
wondered at in a man of his years ; others, who have obferved it as well 
as I, are of opinion that he is concerned at fome gallantrys of his matter’s, 
which he may apprehend will in time leflen his power over the French 
king. 

Some afliire me, and I have the fame from a particular friend that is in the 
way of knowing it, that the cardinal had difcovered, fome time ago, that mon- 
fieur Bachelier, a favourite valet de chambre of the French Icing’s, had had 
private dealings with Chauvelin, and for that reafon wanted to have him out, 

- and has tryed at it, but hitherto without fuccefs. Another reafon the cardinal 
has for getting Bachelier out is, that nobody doubts of his having been the 
perfon trufted with the king’s amours, firft with madame de Mailly, and fmce 
with the duchefe of Rochouert, a good pretty young woman between fifteen 
and fixteen ; tho’ what pafles on thefe matters is in the moft private manner 
imaginable, yet at court, this efpecially, things of fuch a nature will tranfpire. 
It is generally believed that the cardinal never toucht in the leaft of the 
amours. It is faid that his eminency has contented himfelf with reprefenting 
Bachelier as an improper perfon to be about the king ; that fomething ought 
to be done for him, but he was unfit for the place. They add, that upon all 
the cardinal’s reprefentations on this fubjeft, the king keeps filent, which is 
his way with the cardinal when he will not do what he is defired ; this, I am 
aflured, has been the cafe now for above a month. To fomething of this 
kind I rather attribute the cardinal’s uneafinefs than to any other caufe. Per- 
; haps the experience the cardinal has of the infufficiency of his matter’s prefent 
grand council, may make him thoughtfull, which, together with the weight of 
bufinefs he has been forced to bear fmce Chauvelin’s difmillion, fhould have 
fonk his fpirits, and made him fenfible of the difficulty of carrying matters in 
the way we have at this^ time. 


You 
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You know the prefent council of Rate is compofed of the duke of Orleans, 
the cardinal, marfiial d’Eftrees, monfieur d’Agueffeau fecretary at war, mon- 
fieur Orry the controleur general, and monlieur Amelot the new fecretary for 
foreign affairs. The duke of Orleans is deeper in his devotion than ever. 
Marflral d’Eftrees has been a good feaman, now much decayed with gout and 
age ; he is never confulted but in the marine affairs. D’Agueffeau is 
reckoned to know lefs of the affairs of his own office than any that preceded, 
him in it, and nothing at all of any other bufinefs. Orry and Amelot are. the 
only two he feems at prefent to confide in, and the only ones of the board he 
can do any bufinefs with. My opinion of both is, that by the help of their 
commis they may be able to reduce into form any plan the cardinal may pro- 
pofe to them ; but that neither of them have knowledge or experience enough 
of foreign affairs to offer any thing of their own towards fettling a good under- 
ftanding. with their neighbours, or in order to moleft them. What time may 
do with Amelot, who is but a beginner, I cannot fay ; but Orry will hardly 
improve, tho’ I cannot think him fo free from ambition as the cardinal does r 
but taking them in the light his eminency feems to fee him, I think that his 
chief aim is to put the affairs of this court, with refpeft to other powers, upon 
a footing to go on by themfelves, and to remove, as far as he can, all likely- 
hood of broyles, which he would find hard to carry on without calling in for 
affiftants he has no mind to ; and this may be his view in feeking to be eafy with 
us : and the town talks of feveral who pulh at getting into the adminiftration. 

Monfieur de Noailles is the man that pulhes moft. He makes his court 
with the utraoft afliduity both to the king and cardinal ; but I believe both 
know his intriguing temper and turbulent fpirit too well to admit him. Torcy, 
the cardinal tells me, does not think of getting into bufinefs any more. The 
bilhop of Ambrun flrews too much eagernefs to be admitted; and yet I proteft 
I do not fee how bufinefs can go on here in the hands it is. Forgive the 
length and incorreftnefs' of this letter ; I thought, at this junfture, you would 
forgive'both, and not diflike my fending you, in the utmoft confidence, my 
notions on their fituatibn here. 


'WOI,. .III. PA^T IIK ■ '$ ® 
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ROBERT TREVOR TO HORiVCE WALPOLE. 

Agitation in Holland on the propofal of ftr fehn Barnard to reduce the inter ft cf 
the national debt. — Abfurd riamurs that fir Robert Walpole projected and pra^ 
moted the fchenie. — Reafons aganif the redudlion. 

DEAREST SIR, Hague, April 19, 1737. 

J Was honoured the day before yefterday with your excellency’s of the ift 
inftant O. S. and cannot return you fufEcient thanks for the pains you have 
given yourfelf to inform me of the true nature and ftate of the queftion now- 
under the parliament’s deliberation, in relation to the national debt, which can 
fcarce create more difeourfe and .agitation in the city than it does here. I was 
very glad to fee, by your excellency’s account, that whatever may prove the 
ilfue of this projeft, its modality is conliftent with the principles of liberty and 
juflice j for, befides various ftories that fly about here, I confefs I was veiy 
little edified with the turn and tendency of fome pamphlets, far from abfurdly 
or awkwardly wrote, which the greffier lent me, on this topick j and which 
plainly alfert the right of the legiflature to alter publick contrafts, according to 
the publick rate of money, without the tender of a reimburfement, or the 
creditor’s ffelh confent ; quoting (probably partial and imperfedt) extrads 
out of the preambles of the afts of parliament that regulated the preceding 
redudtions from 6 to 5, and from 5 to 4, w'herein no other reafon is affigned 
for fuch reduftion, but whereas the common rate of intereji is come lowsr, Iffc. 
However, the epithets with which your excellency accompanys Bernard’s 
fcheme, viz. of impraSlicable and unjiijt, fufficiently aflure me that the author 
abovementioned did not write the fentiments of the government.. 

The, hare weight of the landed interefl; feems to me a fufEcient folutian. of 
the reception which this idea has mett with in your houfe. However, I cannot 
conceal from your excellency, that the bulk of mankind, notwithftanding your 
brother’s apparent neutrality, or rather oppofition, do him the honour of 
being the projector and promoter of this fcheme ; having no idea, they fay, of 
a majority againfh his real will and fentiments. The fame refiners look upon 
the two firft members of Bernard’s fcheme to have been flung out only to ferve 
for a foyl to the third, and to make people hugg themfelves in that, by com- 
paring it with the greater danger they had efcaped. Some few go fo far with, 
their fpeculations as to flatter themfelves that this fcheme, whether it palTes or 
not, will have a quite different effedt from- that which it appears defigned to 
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procare ; and, by unfettling people’s minds, and unhinging that implicit faith 
which they have hitherto had in the publick funds of England, will deter them 
from giving fuch exorbitant premiums to have a fliare therein ; which very 
premiums may afterwards be turned againft themfelves, and be made a reafon 
and a means of either reimburfing them at par, or of depreciating their 
intereft. For my own part, were I confiderably affected (as the Lord knows 
I am not) by this reduftion, I fliould, however, fubmitt myfelf to the decifion 
of my law-givers, and content myfelf to move along with the croud. However, 
I am too ingenuous to dilTemble from your excellency, that, had I been in a 
iituation which properly called upon me for my opinion, I fliould, in the 
light I fee this queftion at prefent, have been againft the finds of the affair; 
and been glad to have prevented it from being ever difcuffed at all. My 
fenfe of the impertinence of my opining thus dogmatically on a point no wife 
of my cognifance, obliges me to fubjoin fome of my reafons for thinking as 
Ido. 

1. All matters of a pecuniary nature are fo delicate and ferious, that they 
will not bear being difcuffed and canvaffed ■ with the fame freedom as other 
points of government ; and there are thoufands of innocent perfons who are 
the dupes and viftims of the leafl motion of this nature. And it is vifible^ 
that a fpeech in parliament about the funds will caufe.^a greater vibration in 
property, backwards or forwai'ds, than all the lies and artifices of ftock-jobbers 
without doors could do ; and confequently difcuffions of this nature feem con- 
trary to that flability, certitude, and confidence, for the eflablifhing whereof 
the late bill againfl flock-jobbing feenis judicioufly calculated. 

2. I think the natural method of liquidating the publick debts by the fur- 

plus of the publick taxes, for which every body was prepared, and on the foot 
whereof every body might frame their computations and take their meafureSj 
was more eligible than the prefent violent remedy ; as the former, by operating 
gradually and regularly, gave the payd-off creditor time to turn, not- only hiS 
money, but his paflions, genius, and facultys, to fome other means' of fubfifl- 
ance ; whereas, the prefent redudlion will fill the flate with defponding, defpe- 
rate, and dangerous fubjefts. • 

3. I prefer a faving to the publick, which arifes from the annihilation of 
the capital of its debt, to one which arifes from the redudlion of the intereft 
of the feme. For, befides that, an individual, who is reiraburfed his capital, 
has many more ways and means in his power of fhifting for hirafelf, than one 

302 who, 
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who, without any ready money, has his income reduced, I am apprehenfive, 
that in ftormy and troublefome times, fuch a vaft weight of difcounted funds 
as we are now like to have in England, fliould any misfortune threaten or 
befall us, would terribly deprefs people’s fpiritts, and greatly clogg the necef- 
lary meafures for our defence ; w'hich confideration makes me wilh that we 
would rather make all clear as w'e go. 

4. I am far from thinking, that the nominal rife of Rocks can equitably be 
looked upon as any real profitt accrued to the original lender. Had the fame 
fum, at the fame diflance of time, been invefted in land, or almofl any other 
property, the fame, or perhaps a greater proportion, would now be w^anting to 
make its equivalent ; fo that, inftead of faying that 112 1. now, is more than 
100 1 . was formerly, I Ihould choofe to fay, that a modern guinea is not fo 
valuable as a guinea was at that time; and confequently (forgive the ex- 
preffion) that there are more of them go to the hundred. I confef?, that the 
nature of all contrads upon the foot of redemption, makes it juft and neceffary, 
one day or other, to replace my old guineas with the modern ones. But, con- 
fidering the fervice of the loan, and fome hardlhips of the lenders, I think it 
neither generous, nor indeed politick, . to be too eager or ingenious to diftrefs 
or plague them before their time. 

5-. I arh, apprehenfive that, fliould this projed pafs, and the redudion of 
great part, or of all the 4 psr cent, redeemables take effed, the relief now pro- 
mifed and held out to the other claffes of the fubjed may not, in the common 
opinion, prove immediate or fenfible enough to anfwer their expedation, au- 
thorifed in good meafure by the prefent language of the government and par- 
liament. A difappointment of this kind, added to the refentment of the 
reduced creditors, appears to me a thing to be well worth avoiding, confider- 
ing the foarnefs and giddinefs of the prefent times. 

6 . Your excellency muft not be furprifed, from fuch a black-blooded 
whigg as myfelf, to hear one confideration more, which is, that lince all 
diminution of the current value of money proportionably raifes the value of all 
Rated incomes, the provifton of the crown, which at the time it was granted 
(eftiinating it at a million) was equivalent to little more than twenty millions, 
will, upon the foot at prefent propofed, outweigh a capital of three and thirty 
millions. However, I do not infill upon the folidity of this argument, not 
being clear in my own opinion, whether the crown has yet a proportionable 
fliare of influence in our government. 


I heartily 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


I heartily afk your excellency's pardon for the length of this impertinence ; 
-and I wifh you may not think you have rather been reading a proteft, than a 
familiar letter. But the truth is, that it is nothing but the effect of that free- 
dom to which your excellency’s condefcenfion and candopr have long habitu- 
ated me, and of my defire to preferve this priviledge in fpite of the longabfence 
which has deprived me of all opportunities of exercifing it otherwife than by let- 
ters, that has prompted its contents. I acquainted Mr. Slingelandt with what your 
excellency faid to me about Sporck. He begs his humbleft thanks to you for 
your kind intentions. His poor lifter is reduced to, the laft extremity ; and he 
himfelf has been confined within doors this month with a fluxion on his face. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Is ’willing by the king’s approbation to open a fecret correfpondence ’with cardinal 
Fkury. — Propofes to admit monjieur Amelot and the duke of Ne’wcajile into it. 

MY LORD, London, May •— < 1737. 

"Y OUR lordlhip may very well wonder at my long filence, nnd the cardinal 
not without reafon be uneafy at the long delay I have given to his emi- 
nence’s laft overtures for beginning and carrying on a private negociation be- 
tween the two crowns in the manner propofed by his eminence. My only 
excufe is, the great weight of bufineflein parliament, which has taken up and 
employ’d all my thoughts -and time; which now being in the main happily gott 
over in our houfe, I beg you will excufe me in the beft manner you are able, 
and make this renewal of our correfpondence acceptable to his eminence. Not 
that I was the leaft uneafy at this interruption, becaufe I obferv’d^ that matters 
were not yett come to fuch a maturity as might make it prafticable to proceed 
upon any particulars that tended towards the finilhing the great and defired 
work ; I mean that until! the prefent negotiation that has been fo long carrying 
on between the courts of France and Vienna is perfefted, and the contents and. 
purport of it made known to his majefty, it feems to me impoffible even to lay 
the foundation of a particular treaty between his majefty and the moft chriftian 
king. We muft be greatly governed and influenc’d by the terms and conditions 
of the prefent treaty. 

There is one thing moft certain, which the cardinal may be affur’d of and 
depend upon. We have no treaties with any prince or power, but what are 
publick and known ; and confequently his majefty can be under no engage- 
ments prejudicial or difagreeable to any of his allies. And his majefty propofes 
that this may be the bafis of all his future treaties to be renew’d, confirm’d, 

and 
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Period VI. and enter’d into anew with the feveral powers of Europe, that he may enter 
.iT54toi737. jjQ engagements that may be offenfive to, or contravene the conditions or 
.1737. obligations that he is at prefent under. 

Upon this foot his majefty is ready to hear, receive, and to proceed upon 
any propofition that the cardinal has to propofe for fettling and eftablifhing a 
perfeft and fincere ffiendlhip between his majefty and the moft chriftian king. 
And as it cannot well be fuppofed, but his majeftie’s concurrence, approbation, 
or perhaps guarantying in fome manner the prefent treaty between the empe- 
rour and France, will be afk’d and expefted, the communication of this treaty, 
and the .explanations which his eminence fhall be pleas’d to make upon this 
occafion, will naturally lead to the beginning of this private treaty, which is 
the objed of our prefent confideration. 

Neither can I make the leaft doubt but that the cardinal will think it juR 
and reafonable to give his majefty the fame fatisfadion concerning any treaties 
which the chriftian king may have entered into with any other princes or 
powers, wherein there may be any thing contained to the prejudice of any of 
his majeftie’s rights or pofteffions : for inftance, the treaties made with the 
courts of Madrid and Turin, or either of them, upon entering into the late 
war, if there are any articles to which his majefty has moft juft objedlion, it 
cannot be doubted but that the cardinal will do his majefty juftice, and give 
him all reafonable fatisfaftion in every particular. 

Your lordlhip will be able to convince the cardinal, that there is no af- 
fefted delay in this proceeding, nor backwardnefle to fettle a fincere and perfed 
friendfliip between the two crowns ; but in truth the particulars muft arife and 
move from the cardinal alone. And in order to putt the bufineffe into fome 
form of proceeding, the king readily eonfents that monfieur Amelot be ad- 
mitted into the condufl: and management of it, as far as the cardinal thinks 
proper ; and for the fame reafon it will be necelfary that the duke of Newcaftle 
has likewife a fliare in it : the fecrett will not be in the leaft hazard from that 
confidence, but the correfpondence more regular in our way of bufineffe. 

.• SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OE WALDEGRAVE. 

Admits the duhe of Newcajlle into ihe fecret correfpondence. 

WaWegrave (London, May 1737.) I hope no jealoufy or inconvenience will happen 

delay that has attended this correfpondence ; I tell you the truth 
Stcret. iti ttiy Other letter ; and if the cardinal is fincere, and means any thing, you 
may fafely go on with him. It was abfolutely neceffary to take the duke of 

Newcaftle 
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Newcaftle mto tWs afFair ; your, letters to me could not paffe unobferv’d. You 
know too well not to be fenfible this method made all eafy, and monfieur 
Amellott is a fufficient pretence to the cardinal. I thank you for the trouble you 
have given yourfelf about the pidures. I have no thoughts about any of them. 


the earl of WALDEGRAVE to the duke of NEWCASTLE. 
Doubts the accuracy of Bujy's information.— King of France's irregularities . — 

CardinaVs venation*, 


MY LORD, 


Paris, May a 1737* 


HEN I difpatch’d my laft exprefs to your grace on the i ithinftant, I had 
been pretty much out of order for fome days, and was ftill a good deal 
indifpofed, which hind’red me from anfwering your grace’s private and parti* 
cular letter of 4 — nth part, by Crew; and as I did not fee any .thing in the 
contents of it that required hafte, or on which much could be added to what I 
had already wrote to your grace, I thought it would be more proper to get fome 
farther light into what loi [BulTyJ. communicated to fir Robert Walpole, than 
to fend you barely my own opinion of it. 


After all that I have been able to learn upon that head; I mufl ov/n to your 
grace that I take that projed to be entirely a compofition of loi [BuifyJ, 
grounded upon the papers he carried from hence. Eor l can neither fee from 
what he could have it here; nor can I imagine that Du Theil would fend him 
any fuch Iketch from Vienna. That this-projefl was at leafl never agreed to is 
plain, if what the cardinal and monfieur Amelot told meyefterday be. true, that 
the projeft for the treaty between France and the emperor was not fiiriflied till 
the 13th inftant, N. S. To which this' circumftance was added, that as the 
finilhing this project was the term fet fome tiine.ago for Du Theil’s return hither, 
he is reckoned to be aftually on the road.. 

The account the cardinal and monfieur Amelot gave me of the reafon of Du 
I'heil’s return is, that he has. been tired this good while of the flow proceedings 
of the Imperial minifters ; and that he took this fo much to heart, that he had 
been fick of the inaladie du pais, and preflfed fo bard for, leave to come home, that 
it could not be refufed; and therefore, fo long ago as December laft, in mon- 
fieur Chauvelin’s time, leave was fent him to come back as foon as theprojed 
of the private treaty between the emperor and France was perfefted ; . and that 
Du Theil was fo bent on his return, that he fent word about a week fince that, 
his bufinefs being: now done, he would, fet o.ut on the. 1 5th or 1 6th inftant. . 

Thefe. 
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Thefe miniHers feem to be differently affeded withmonfieur Du Theil’s leaving 
37‘ Vienna. 

The cardinal fays he is forry for it, becaufe I’Eftang, who remains there, is 
not Verfed enough in bufinefs- to be able to carry on the negociation to conclu- 
fion, flmuld new difficulties arife. Monfieur Amelot is glad of Du Theil’s re- 
turn, becaufe he wants him in the office ; for he has no fort of confidence in 
Pecquet : on the contrary, he looks upon him as Chauvelin’s fpy, and one who 
will millead him as often as he can in the bufmefs of the office. Amelot has 
owned this to me ; fo that I take it for granted that as foon as Du Theil is here, 
Pecquet will be difmiffed. I have, as often as I had the lead; occafion, given a 
helping hand to confirm both the cardinal and monfieur Amelot in this difpo- 
fition to turn off Pecquet, and I hope I fliall gain my point ; but cannot be 
pofitive that i o i [BuflyJ will fucceed, tho’ I hope he will. I have taken oc- 
cafions to fpeak of him to Amelot, as a young man of parts and ready in bufi- 
nefs ; which I thought was the bed; way of ferving him, fince he wants fuch a 
man. He told me he had heard a great deal of good of loi [BuffyT The 
cardinal, to my knowledge, has a good opinion of him 5 commended again, 
yeflerday, his prudent conduft in England, his manner of writing, his giving 
bare relations of fads ; and called to mind his proper behaviour at Vienna, in 
troublefome times. Your grace may imagine that in all thefe cafes, where loi 
[Buffy] has been mentioned to me, I was much on my guard, and took care 
that all I faid fhould feem to proceed merely from my friendlhip for an old 
acquaintance, who has met with hard ufage from monfieur Chauvelin, and in 
this light it was very well taken. 

I mud: now return to the treaty of which your grace fent me the copy. I 
have already given my reafons why I do hot take it to be genuine. It is never- 
thelefs very probable that the paper given fir' Robert may contain pretty near 
the fubftance of the articles of agreement between the two courts. Whether 
they are already figned, or only intended to be figned, is a point I am a good 
deal more in doubt about. The cardinal, in fpeaking of Du TheiPs return, 
faid the projed of the treaty was only perfeded, and not figned. If this be 
true, it looks as if they did not intend to fign their treaty for fome time. For 
I can hardly believe that Du Theil would leave his work to be ended by another, 
if nothing but the formality of the fignature was wanting, which would not 
.take up many days. It is very .poffible he may have been glad of any pretence 
to delay concluding entirely, to keep the' court of Spain from any knowledge of 
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the engagement France is under with the emperor about the allodials of Parma, Period 
Flacentia, and Tufcany ; for when once- the treaty is figned, Spain would in- ^734toi 
fift upon arrangements being take for fettling the allodials, and would foon 
difcover how this court has afted towards that of Madrid. For this reafon the 
fignature of the feparate treaty between the emperor and France may have been 
delayed ; or if it is figned, which from Du Theil’s return I fhould fufpea, 
the emperor and France muft have agreed to keep it private, and confequently 
to f [Bufly] could hardly have got into the fecret, which could be known but 
to very few in the offices here. 

As to the aa of commerce between Germany and France, I cannot make 
much out of it ; for I hardly think the emperor w^ould engage with France in 
meafu'res which muft fo highly difoblige the maritime powers. Befides, it feems 
fo contradiaory to all the cardinal has faid to me of his fears of the emperor’s 
views of extending his commerce, of his defires to engage with us to keep the 
emperor within bounds in all refpeas, that I fancy this article may have been pro- 
jeaed by monfieur Chauvelin, in hopes of getting the emperor to difoblige us, or 
to draw on a long negociation upon it, which would have retarded the con- 
fummation of the work. For this reafon I do not think this article is genuine; 
and if one is not, it takes off from the probability of the other. 

A word the cardinal let drop to me yeflerday, fhould make me believe that 
the treaty ismot yet figned, nor even perfeaed, if I could believe implicitly all 
that comes from his erainency. Upon my enquiring of him accidentally whether 
all was yet fettled relating to Lorraine, he told me it was not ; adding in the 
utmoft confidence, that the emperor wanted to have it fpecify’d in the treaty 
that Lorraine and Bar were yielded up to France as a confideration for his 
moft chriftian majefly guarantying the pragmatick fanflion. The cardinal 
faid he could by no means confent to this afrertion,“that it was unneceffary to 
mention any conlideration ; and that it was not ufual in treaties to give rea- 
fons why things were done. He was not difpofed to explain this matter any 
further ; but it look’d to me as if he fufpefted that the emperor’s view, in de- 
liring the ceffion of Lorrain to be mentioned as a confideration for the guaranty 
of the pragmatick fan^tion, was to invalidate the French king’s title to Lorraine, 
if in time to come any difficulties fhould be made on the part of France 
about that guaranty. This paffage fhews a fufpicion, which may fooner or later 
fet this and the Imperial court at variance. 

I am fully as impatient to have loi [Buffy] here as he can be himfelf; I 
plague the cardinal and monfieur Amelot every day I fee them about getting. 
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;riod VI. Cambis away, and go every two or three days to Cambis himfelf to haften him. 
*4^0 1 73 7- His baggage lets out next Monday, the 27 th inftant, for Rouen, where a fhip 
1737. waits to carry his effedls to London. 

To conclude this letter, I muft acquamt your grace, that tho’ the cardinal 
feems in very good health, the world will have it .that he is interiorly out of 
order, and that he has of late met with feveral mortifications from his mailer. 
According to the fcheme he told me of, he has been endeavouring to get the 
king to mind his bufinefs more than he has ufed to do. It has been therefore 
■ necelfary to reftrain him from rambling, as he has done for this long while j 
and in order to it, I am allured by good authors that La Peyronie, a favourite 
furgeon of the king’s, was got by the cardinal to reprefent to his mailer, that 
the exercife he ufed was too violent ; that the long fuppers he made at night, 
and the quantity of champaigne he drank, would prejudice his health. La 
Peyronie urged that in his duty and his eonfcience he was obliged to give this 
advice, not only from himfelf, but as the opinion of the phyficians who had 
the honour to belong to his majelly, who feared for his life if he did not alter 
the courfe he was in. But thefe admonitions, inllead of having the defired 
efied, have put the king out of humour with the advifers, and have rather oc- 
cafioned more irregularities in outward appearance than heretofore. Generally 
the voyages, as they call them, de Rambouillet, ufed to be fettled fix weeks 
beforehand, that the minilters might order their affairs accordingly ; but now 
the king goes and comes in a manner as his fancy leads, which is an obllruc- 
tion to public bufinefs, and vexes the cardinal much. This is not publicly- 
taken notice of, but is only whifpered. From hence fome people feem to con- 
clude that the cardinal has not fo much credit with his mailer as he had before,, 
which hurts the old man.. Every body obferves that the French king falls 
away vifibly, and has- by no means that healthy look he formerly had. I can- 
" not help attributing the cardinal’s lownefs of fpirits to fomething of this nature. 

May 24 th. Since writing wdiat goes before, I was this morning with the 
cardinal at Illy. He told me, with the appearance of great pleafure, that he 
hoped the war between the emperor and the Turk would be prevented : that 
the Porte confented to let Azoph remain in the hands of the Mufcovites, and 
to have the congrefs in any neutral place. He fpoke a good deal in his confi- 
dential manner of the ill confequences of the emperor’s aggrandizing himfelf 
at the expence of the Turk ; but as he faid nothing new on the fubjedt, it is not 
worth repeating. He then told me in the utmoft confidence, that the projedl of 
his treaty with the emperor was pretty near fettled : that Du Theil fent it by a- 
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Conner, who arrived here two days ago: that it was not figned, and would ^Period' 
require feveral amendments. He added that he would communicate it to me 
next Tuefday at Verfailles, or fooner if he could ; and that I fhould fee there 1737 
was nothing in it beyond what he had conftaritly told me. He then fpoke 
pretty peeviflily of the mauvaife foy of the Auftrian minifters, and he certainly 
feems in earnefl; when he touches that topick. The queen of Spain and his 
eminence are no better to appearance than they have been, and monfieur de la 
Mina is not likely to promote a clofer underftanding between the twm courts. 

We had a Ihort touch upon the Palatine fucceffion. He continues Hill in his 
notion that as foon as his projed of pacification with the emperor is figned 
and compleated, we muft jointly with France take meafures to prevent voyes de 
fait, and Imperial fequeftration. He fpeaks with concern of the dangers that 
may arife from any increafe of the king- of Pruflia’s ftrength ; and feems very 
ready to fupport his majelly’s pretenfions to Oftfre, upon, proper fecurity being 
given to the Dutch about Embden. 

The cardinal told me afterwards that Chavigny was to fet out immediately 
for Copenhagen ; and that I might depend upon it he would play no tricks. 

He then aflced me how we had been fatisfied in England with Chavigny’s Jecre- 
tary ? I anfwered I had neither heard good nor ill of him. The cardinal’s reafon 
for the queftion was, that the fecretary preffed for a gratification. Fle thought 
Chavigny might have afforded it out of the feveral confiderable ones he had 
had. He feemed to complain of thofe that preffed him about it ; and by all I 
could judge, Chavigny is not over-well with the cardinal at this time ; and if 
he had not been publicly named, and part of the money advanced, he would 
hardly be fent to Denmark. 

My cypher man came laft week from Rochfort ; he excufed his not having 
wrote to me, fince nothing had happened in the French navy worth our notice. 

If any thing Ihould, I lhall hear from him. I could not avoid letting him have 
fifty livres of the 200 that remained in my hands upon his account. All 
he gave me for it are the inclofed lifts of the French Ihips, which is hardly 
worth fending. 
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THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Converfcs with the cardinal on the fubjehl of the private treaty. — The cardinals 
vague and uncertain JiatemenU. — Approves the'admijfion of Anielot and the duke 
of Newcajile into the fecret. 

SIR, May 24, 1737. 

1 Was honoured laft Sunday, the 19th inftant, with your letter of the 5 — i6th 
inftant, by Du Commun the meflenger ; and lall Wednefday, the 21ft, I 
acquainted the cardiflal with the contents thereof, at which he feemed much 
pleafed ; but as that \vas a publick day, he defired me to put off the further 
confideration of the letter till this morning at IlTy, where I went according to 
his appointment. 

I there read over to his eminency thofe parts of your letter that were proper 
to be fliewn him, and had his fentiments in general upon the feveral palfages 
we difeourfed upon. In the firft place, he feemed fenfible that the occupations 
you have had of late in parliament could not allow you leifure enough to think 
of foreign bufmefs. He expreffed himfelf very handJbmely upon the fuccels 
you had, and defired me to make you his compliments upon it. He then en- 
tered very readily into your reafon for expefting that he ftiould propofe the 
plan for a particular treaty between England and France, which, confidering 
circumftances, mull in a great meafure depend upon his tranfadlions at Vienna. 
He remarkt particularly the declaration you make of the king’s having no 
treaty s with any perfon or power but what are publick and known ; therefore 
his majefty can be under none that can be prejudicial to his allies 5 and as this 
affurance fliall be the bafis of all future negociations, whether they be for 
making new treatys, or for the confirming or the renewing of old ones, we were 
fure of proceeding on a fafe bottom. In this place he repeated the fame he has 
often done, that France was in the like fituation with refpeft to us : that he 
had no engagements of any kind whatfoever prejudicial to hismajefty’s intereft, 
or to his rights and poffeffions : that when he fliould communicate the treaty 
with the emperor, we would fee he had afted fairly with us all along.. 

-Your letter mentioning particularly the treatys he had made with the courts 
of Madrid and Turin at the beginning of the laft war, he faid thofe treatys 
were merely relating to the carrying on the war jointly againft the emperor, and 
to the advantages the allies of France in that war were to have : that there was 
not a word tending to prejudice his majefty in any way whatfoever ; and that at 
. a proper opportunity he would give his majefty all the fatisfadion that could be 
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reafonably required on any of thefe heads. We difcourfed upon the cafe fug- Period VI. 
gefted In your letter which might naturally lead to a beginning of his - private ' 

treaty, viz. if his majefty’s concurrence, approbation, or perhaps guaranty fhould i737* 
be demanded for the treaty now depending at Vienna. He faid little to this 
point, from whence I judge that no refolution is yet taken about it ; he told me 
in general, that we Ihould know all. 

Finding that I could get no more out of him, I reduced the matter to two 
parts ; firft that he is to communicate to us- his treaty with the emperor, and 
propofe the plan for the new treaty he wants to make with his majefty : and he 
agreed to do both as foon as he is able. But I fhould guefs by his way, -that 
his negociatiohs at Vienna are yet far from being at an end, if fome day or 
other, out of wearinefs, he does not take a refolution to conclude at once. The 
cardinal was very well pleafed with his majefty’s confenting that monfieur 
Amelot fhould be in the fecret of this private negociation ; and he gave in moft 
readily that the duke of Newcaftle fhould be the fame, fince it would put the 
tranfadion, without any danger to the fecrecy of it, into a regular channel. 

, I own, fir, I am ftill at a lofs to guefs at the cardinal’s reafons for having fo 
great a mind to make a new treaty with us, perhaps the very day after he fliall 
have figned one with the emperor. But when I refledl that they figned one here 
with Staniflaus the 28 th of September, and that they figned the preliminaries 
with the emperor in five days after, the 3d of Oflober, which were direftly con- 
trary to each other, I wonder the lefs at any thing they propofe. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Car dinar s uneqfmefs at the king of France’s condvFl. 

(Paris, June the 5th, 1737.) The French king’s ramble, and his feeming 
to be determined to be no longer tied down to days in his journeys to Ram- 
boullet, continues to occafion great variety of talk in town and court ; and 
every body will have it, that the cardinal is extreamly uneafy at this hidden 
turn of life of his mafter’s. I am affured, that when the cardinal reprefented 
to the French king the inconveniency that arofe from this uncertainty to- 
publick bufinefs, and the trouble it gave the minifters to be fetcht back on a 
hidden from die different places they went to when he left Verfailles, that he 
anfwered coldly, Ik font faits four fe trouver.ob je fuis^ and would allow of no 
reply. 

Another fenfible mortification I am affured the cardinal has had is the 
French l^g’s refilling to difmifs monfieur Bachelier, a favourite valet de 

chambrcs 


Hardwicke 

Papers. 




478 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Period VI. chambre, whom the cardinal has his reafon to fufpect had too great a power 
1734101737. jjjg mafter, and to have been concerned in the cabals to bring * him 
1737- back again to court. But I find now the cardinal gives up that point of getting 

* Chauvelin. Bachelier turned away, at leaft for the prefent ; and that they have had an 

ecclaircifiement, and are reconciled. But this is looked upon only as patch’d 
work ; and it is believed, by good judges, that the cardinal rtiuft get Bachelier 
out within thefe three months, that is to fay, before the court goes to Fon- 
tainbleau, or that he will meet with fuch difagreeable ufage, which will either 
break his heart, or force him to retire from court. Thefe are things of too 

delicate a na.ture for me to touch upon to the cardinal, and his own pride will, 

I fancy, keep him from beginning with me on the fubjecl. I have obferved a 
lownefs of fpirits in the cardinal, which certainly proceeds from fome fuch 
caufe- As I hear more of this, I will not fail to acquaint your grace. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

- Laments the want of a confijient plan in oppofition to dijirefs the minijier. — Praifes 

the co7idu£l of the prmcc. of Wales. 

DEAR SIR WILLIAM,. June the 9th, 1737. 

apeis. jyy Coquet is to fend you this letter by no conveyance that is not 

extreamly fure, I will fpeak openly to you upon one part of your’s. It has 
been plain to me for fome years, that nothing but the hand of fate could Ihake 
the men who domineer over you. I am afflifled at it, becaufe the principles 
and methods of government will not be changed, nay, cannot by them ; and 
becaufe, if any thing can be demonftrated in politicks by reafon, and be fup- 
ported by the authority of example, it is this, that thefe principles and methods 
of government mull impoverifli the nation to a degree ruinous and infupport- 
able, with ponfequences, ’ fome of which are eafily forefeen, and others as 
certain, tho’ not equally- obvious. I am afflidled at it, becaufe the long con- 
tinuance of thefe principles and methods of government, which have been con- 
tinued long already, muft wear the true notions of the Engliflr conftitution out 
of the heads, and the true fpirit of it out of the hearts of men j and becaufe it 
is evident that the confequence of this mull: be, a little fooner or later, either 
falling into national confufion, the feeds of which, very thick fown, are not fo 
hard to point out ; or fubmitting tamely and filently to Indiredt, which is in 
many refpeefs worfe than, direct tyranny, and which leads inevitably to it. 
The word tyranny is not too ftrong ; for whenever will prevails conftantly 
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and without controul or account, the will of a prince or the will of a minifter, 
whatever forms are preferved, tyranny is eftabliflied. I am piqued at it, be- 
caufe this could never happen ; nay, the progrefs towards it could never have 
been fuch as we have feen, and_fee ; if there had not been induftrious, aftive, 
impudent perfeverance, for bold or refolute, are words too good, on one fide, 
and negligent, uncertain, timid oppofition on the other. Do not imagine, that 
to think in this manner is to prefage, like a fplenetick man, evils that wall 
never happen ; think rather, that he who is out of the fray, fees the progrefs 
of it in every part, and forefees, upon the whole, the event of it better than 
he who is in it can. How many meafures have been purfued or negledted in 
my time, and almofl; in my time *, the confequences of which purfuit or 
negledl are felt feverely at this hour j and yet thefe confequences, when they 
were foretold, paffed among honeft intelligent men, as contingencys too un- 
certain to be oppofed to immediate expiediency -j or as the dreams of melan- 
choly perfons, or as the artful mifreprefentations of the ill-aifedted. 

Fou fay, my friend, that the affair of the prince alarmed the minifter 
purely becaufe of the Hate of the lung’s health in that point of time. I believe 
fo ; but I believe likewife, that this affair would have alarmed, and have done 
more than alarm him, in whatever ftate the king’s health had been, if it had 
been the firft meafure of a fcheme of conduct wifely formed, and concerted 
among all thofe that Hand in oppofition to the prefent adminifiration. If a 
fcheme of conduft had been formed and concerted to follow this meafure, in 
the cafe of lofing as well as carrying the queftion, I incline to believe you 
would have carried it^ for nothing gives fuccefs like hope, and nothing gives 
hope like the affurance of having a, good fecond game to play. I applaud 
extreamly the prudence and dignity with which his royal highnefs conduced 
himfelf, as well as, the firmnefs he has Ihewn finee ; the marks of duty he 
gives to his parents, and the .coldnefs of the good breeding he exercifed 
towards their fervants, and I fuppofe towards thofe of his own who voted 
againft him. The reft of his behaviour,, his taking dutifully what is given 
him, the affurances he gives that he will not treat for more, that he will not 
afk for more, is too finely fpun for my grofs fight ; it will keep him where he 
is, you where you are, and Walpole where he is. It affords, indeed, an ex- 
ample of moft polite moderation ; but I do not imagine the perfons he and you 
have to do with, capable of being won by fuch amiable proceedings ; and for 
the minifter, he is not fuch a changeling as to think this circumftance unplea- 
fant, or to difquiet himfelf about refentments, againft which he has fo much 
. " time 
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ei-iod VI. time and fo many means to provide. I am apt to believe that he would think 

34toi737- circumftance much more unpleafant, and have more difquietude about 
1737 . future events,, if the prince was att this time retired to Southampton houfe : 

for inftance, if he lived there, with all the oeconomy of a private nobleman, 
and was furrounded with friends that might adorn the court of a prince ; if 
his language and his condufl expreffed the uttmoft perfonal duty to his parents, 
and yet the freedom of a Britilla fubjed. Thofe among you who imagine that a 
contrary conduft carries terror with it, and will produce overtures of recon- 
ciliation, are like Picherol, in Rabelais, who fauntered about att the city gate, 
and did nothing but enquire whether the ftorks,'for they were to bring with 
them all kinds of good fortune, were coming ; or like the bowing dean, who . 
waits on foot in the dull or the dirt, the arrival of his patron who is to promote 
him to a bilhoprick. 

I could not help faying thus much to you in the freedom, the confidence, 
and the warmth of friendfhip, and therefore you will excufe it. Intereft, per- 
fonal intereft I mean,- I have none in any of thefe affairs ; for, however they 
turn, my fituation will be the fame ; and, I dare fay, you do me the juftice to 
be perfuaded that, if it was in my power to alter it, I would not, after all that 
has paffed, neither by the means of my enemies nor of my friends. I look 
often back on the parts I have afted, and on the events of my life: in the 
former I difcern many miftakes, but no iniquity ; no one ftep was not direfted 
originally, or brought immediately to the true intereft of my country. This 
confcioufnefs takes away all regret as to the events of my life, fince the worft 
of them have been owing to things that I fliould do again upon the whole, if I 
was again in the fame circumftances, tho’ not quite in the fame manner in 
fome cafes. If I live, I will continue a year or two more as I am, perhaps 
longer, for other perfons’ fakes, not for my own. But if my lord St. John 
lives longer, and Dawley is not foon fold pretty well, I fliall have a juft reafon 
for doing what I defire to do, that is, for retiring abfolutely from the worldj 
and into a fort of life where, free from care of all kinds, I ftiall live by myfelf, 
and to myfelf, and be loft to mankind before I ceafe to be one of their 
number. ## -*####* * 
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THE EARL GF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 
Inter ejimg coJiverfation ‘with cardinal Fleury, on the fuppfed decline of his influence, 

and of 'Bachelier' s favour. 

MY LORDj ■ June 2.^5^ 2737 « 

F anfwer to your grace’s moft fecret letter of the 9th inftant by Brettle, I 
am to acquaint your grace that I have executed the orders therein con- 
tained ; and talk’d with the cardinal upon the rumours that have gone about 
relating to his own fituation with his mafter. I had, this good while, fought 
for an opportunity,; being perfuaded, if I could find a proper one, the friend- 
Ihip he profeffes to me would entitle me to mention any fuch matters that 
touch’d him perfonally, efpecially when they are fo generally- talk’d of, tho’ in 
a whifper, as thefe are, or rather have been, thefe ten days. Every one fays, 
the cardinal has gained his point, and that Batchelier will be difmilTed. 

I took a pretence to talk to him on this fubjefl:, from an account he gave 
me of a piece lately printed in England, under the title of an Apology for 
monfieur Chauvelin, of which Buffy had fent him a tranflation. The piece itfelf 
was at monfieur Amelot’s office, and the cardinal referred me to monfieur 
Anielot for a fight, of it, tho’ he told me it was not worth reading. He faid it 
was too ill-writ to be Chauvelin’s own ; he judged it might be the perform- 
ance of fome of his emiflaries ; but he could not make out how the piece came 
to appear firft in Englilh. However, the cardinal faid, he defpifed all fuch 
fetches and contrivances ; and above all, the lies fet about by Chauvelin and 
his emiflaries to juftify himfelf, and to have it thought he had ftill fome friends 
at court. But Chauvelin was fo well known here and abroad, and being now 
at a diftance, he and his emiflaries would now be more cautious than they 'had 
been. He run over feveral inftances of his vanity and his ingratitude. In 
fine, he layd all reports, and every thing that of late had been fuggefted to the 
difadvantage of the adminiflration, , in matters either foreign or domeftick, to 
Chauvelyn’s account. I entered fully into all his reafonings, which I am per- 
fuaded are true and jufl; ; .and I put him in mind that it behoved him to be on 
his guard againft .all thofe who had been Chauvelin’s confidants, for if they 
faw the leaft probability of difgufting him, they would not mifs the opportunity. 
The cardinal feemed .fenfible of it, and faid he had them narrowly watched. 

I then told him that my zeal for his honour and for his w'elfare, now that 
he had nobody to controul him, or that could pretend to fhare the glory of his 
good works, and the friendlhip he had always expreffed for me, made me take 
voi,. III. PART III. 3 Q_ the 
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the liberty to mention to him matters that had been much talk’d of about the 
town. I difclaimed, in the ftrongeft manner, all fort of curiofity in the quef- 
tions I lliould alk him ; and affured him that my refpefl: and my good willies 
for his perfon were the only motives ; and therefore I hoped he would not take 
any thing wrong I could fay to him on fo nice a fubjeft as I wanted to be in-‘ 
formed upon. The cardinal, in the moll obliging manner, bid me fpeak out, 
and that he would give me all th§ fatisfaffion he could ; that he looked upon: 
me as one of his bell and trueft friends, and that he would open himfelf 
entirely on any thing relating to himfelf. 

I then alked at once, whether there were any grounds (and what they could 
be) for the reports that had gone about Paris, of there being a coldnefs between 
him and his mailer. He anfwered me diredlly, that all that had been faid of 
coldnefs was entirely falfe ; for if there had been the leaft, I Ihould have feen 
the effedts of it before it had been talk’d of; that he did not remain at court 
out of ambition, or any defire of gain ; that nothing but his tendernefs for the 
king his mailer, and a fuitable return, could engage a man of his age to remain 
in fo painful and laborious a place as that he has ; that if the king had altered 
in the leall towards him, the next moment he would have taken his leave, and 
retired ; that he had done it once before, at a time when he might have been 
more neceffary for the good of his mailer and of the nation than he could be- 
at prefent ; and therefore, if he had the leall difagreement now, he would have 
retired. I anfwered, that I hoped he did not tell this to many ; for that thofe 
who might want to get rid of him would be more indullrious in their endea- 
vours to create uneafmefs, which, on fome occaEons, might be unavoidable, 
confidering the voyages of Rambouillet *, and the opinion that prevails of 
Bachelier’s being a favourer of Chauvelyn and of his adherers, and of his 
familiarity with the king. 

The cardinal will not own his having any apprehenlions of the Rambouillet 
journeys, for he looks upon all that gang to be in quite oppofite views to 
Chauvelyn’s ; befides, there will hardly be any more Rambouillet till after 
Fontainbleau. He avoided explaining himfelf with faying, that ever fmce 
Chauvelin’s difmiffion, and ‘chiefly fmce the reports of Bachelier’s favour, 
Bachelier came conllantly every morning to his levee, where none but his 
own fervants were admitted ; that he conllantly alk’d Bachelier if the Idng 
was llirring, but never faid another word to Bachelier, nor Bachelier any 
more than “ yes,” or “ no that one of his own emiflaries, who is in appear-.. 
ance great with Bachelier, told the cardinal that Bachelier was under the 
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greateft concern imaginable, and faid to him, “ Je fuis perdu, parceque le roy 
ne .id a pas dii un mot.” The cardinal could not help difcovering his pleafure 
In giving me this account, which was a plain proof of his having been uneafy 
and in pain at Batchelier’s praftices. 

After this, the cardinal went on a good while in alTuring me that he never 
■was better with the king in his life j and gave me to underftand, that he was 
as much mailer as ever ; but that he did not care to Ihew all his power or his 
refentment at once ; that the generality were much millaken in their notion 
that the king’s familiarity with thofe fervants that are moll immediately about 
his perfon, gave them any power over his mind ; that it was fulEcient for the 
king to fufpe6l they had any view of getting out of their fphere, for him to 
check them at once ; and this he looks upon to be the caufe of the king’s 
change towards Bachelier. 

He then repeated all he had faid before, of his refolution to quit the court, 
if once he had the leall difgull ; he added, he did not value what the envious 
part of the world might fay of coldnefs between the king and him ; that he 
alone could judge of that, and he was quite eafy and fatisfyed. I willi’d him 
joy of it, and told him he made me very happy in hearing it ; for I could not 
help being much concerned at the llorys I had heard on this fubjedlj tho’ I 
could hardly credit them ; for, if I had, I Ihould not have forborne fo long 
faying fomething to him on the fubjefl. He then told me, with an air of con- 
fidence and friendlhip, that, if I thought any of thefe lyes had got over into- 
England, I might alTure the king they were without grounds. I thank’d him 
again for this mark of his attention toward us ; and told him I was perfuaded 
his majelly would have been very uneafy if he had thought any thing of this 
kind, which might have reached his ears, had been grounded ; for I had 
reafon to know that his majelly had his eminency’s eafe and fatisfadlion much 
at heart. I added, from myfelf, a good many compliments proper for the 
occafion, particularly upon the ill confequences that would unavoidably attend 
the pacification of Europe, if he Ihould, at this jun£lure, give into other hands- 
the work he had fo profperoully condufted hitherto. He thanked me for my 
fi-iendlliip in the moll cordial manner, and gave me fufficiently to underhand, 
that thofe who hope to create uneafinefs between him and the king would be 
the dupes of their attempts. • 

Before I left this fubjedl, 1 touch’t very llightly upon * * t the world has, and 
%vhkh are I fuppofe vs^ell-grounded, of foine inclinations the French king has to 

-j- A word is here by iniftake omitted in the copy, probably, fufpicions. 
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have ralllreffes ; but, as I found the cardinal did not care to engage in a con- 
verfation on fuch a point, I drop’t it. The cardinal, I am well allured, does 
not think the objefts of confequence enough to mind them.. The firft inclin- 
ation is reckoned to have been madame de.Mailly, a youngifh, good-natured, 
rattle-headed, unthinking creatures, not at all handfome, but famous for many 
low gallantrys. It is taken for granted, that Bachelier recommended her 
to his mafter. It is thought that the cardinal was no otherwife difpleafed at 
the ■ choice, than from its having been procured by Bachelier ; for flie is in- 
capable of intrigue, and more unlikely to create a paffion. * * 

*«**#*###■* 

She is niece to madame de Maz.arine, who was far from pleafed with the pre- 
ference Ihown to madame de Mailly, from, I fuppofe, the. little profped there was 
of any of her family reaping any benefits that ufualLy accompanys fuch cafes. 
The other lady now talk’d of is Hill iefs dangerous to the cardinal, tho’ hand- 
fomer and younger than the firft. She is married to the duke of Rochechouart, 
eldeft fon to tlie duke of Mortmart ; is now between fifteen and fixteen, and a 
meer girl. Her kulband does the fundlions of gentleman of the bed-chamber 
in his father’s room, who for feveral years has left the court., 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Qardhinl declines giving ftihlic fatisfaEtion for the dijlindlions which the French 
amhajfador at Venice paid to the pretenders fon, but expreffes his refolution not 
to give him an abbey in France, though at the foUcitation of the pope, out of 
refpcEi to the^ king of E?igland, 

SIR, Paris, Auguft 7th, 1737. 

Y OU will fee, by my letter to the duke of Newcaftle, relating to the fatisfac-* 
tion I have demanded for the extraordinary diftindtions to the pretender’s 
fon, by the French ambaffador at Venice, how little reafon we have to expecl 
any fort of publick reparation from hence on this occalion. I canfcarce help 
thinking the cardinal tolerably well-inclined to do it ; but he has not refolution 
enough to take a publick ftep, which , he thinks would be generally cenfured 
by all thofe of his cloth ; and tho’ he would be thought of a different ftamp 
from moft others of it, he ftands, in fome, meafiire, in awe of them. I did all 
I could to remove his fcruples, but to no purpofe however, in lieu of doing 
his majefty juftice in the prefent cafe, he feems to have a mind to make the 
king a kind of atonement, which, if ever known, would appear more odious 
in. the eye of thofe he feems moft to apprehend, than the other. 


His 
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His- emlneiicy, after maldng many excufes for confining his fatisfaftion to Period V 
fevere reprimands to the ambaflador and conful, and to a compliment from 
monfieur de Cambis, faid he would truft me, under the ftrongeft tyes of fecrecy, 1737- 
with a matter which muft- convince the king of his particular regard for his 
perfon and intereft, and of his defire to cultivate the ftrictefi: union betwixt us. 

The cafe is this ; the pretender’s fecond fon is fome way or other qualified for 
the enjoyment of ecclefiaftical benefices ; the pope has for a good while 
follicited the cardinal to give fome confiderable benefice here to this fon of the 
pretender’s ; and it is an ufual thing for the French long to confer benefices, 
from time to time, at the pope’s recommendation. By cardinal de Beffy’s 
death, which happened ten days ago, the abbey of St. Germain des Pres, one 
of the moft confiderable in France, being of 7 or 8- thoufand pounds fterling 
yearly value, become vacant ; the pope’s nuncio renewed his application, and 
pointed out this benefice as a fit one for him. The cardinal avoided giving a 
direft anfwer to the nuncio ; and I am perfuaded he does not intend fuch a 
bene:fice fliould go into thofe hands, but had a, mind to make a compliment to 
the king, as if it was out of regard to him that he does not comply with the 
pope’s requeft. The cardinal then added, that he knew he Ihould be fre- 
quently preifed on this fcore ; that if his bellowing any benefice on the pre- 
tender’s fon gave his majelly the leall uneafinefs, he will not certainly do it. 

He therefore defired I would write to you on the fubjedl, to know his majelly’s 
thoughts ; and that I might depend upon it, he would follow whatever the 
king required in the cafe. He obferved the delicacy of the qiueftion, with 
refpeft to the king as well’ as to himfelf ; he infilled on the utmoll fecrecy, and . 
that I Ihould write to you alone about it. 

, You will be as furprifed at r eading this account, as I was when the matter 
was opened to me ; but, as I really think it proceeds from a difpofition in the 
cardinal to live well with us, and that he lays himfelf infinitely more open in 
making this propofal, than we do in hearkening to it, no harm can come from 
it. I thought it would be more civil, and more likely to turn to good, to keep 
up a kind of fecret intelligence between you and the cardinal, than to have 
declined charging myfelf with this comniiffibn, which the cardinal looks upon 
as the llrongell proof he can poffibly give of his refped for the king, and of his 
confidence in you. 


SIR 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Is highly graiijied with the cardinal’s ri^iifal to frovids for the pretender’s 

fecond fon. 

MY LORD, London, Auguft 7 — iStb, 1737. 

J Am favoured with your lordfliip’s of this date, N. S. and I have in a proper 
manner acquainted the king with the contents. It were very much to be 
wifti’d that his majefty might have had publick fatisfaction for the publick affront 
that was offer’d to him by the minifters of France in foreign courts. But if 
that is not to be obtain’d, wherein you muft ftill follow the diredtions you re- 
ceive from the office, it muft be confefs’d that , the cardinal gives the king a 
great proof of his' perfonal regard to his majefty in the communication he has 
made to your lordfhip of the pope’s follicitation in favour of the pretender’s 
fecond fon, and the refufal his eminency has given to comply with that requeft. 

So publick and fo beneficial a regard to the family of the pretender muft 
have been look’d upon by all the world as a ftrong declaration in his favour, and 
as it would have carried along with it fuch real and effential advantages, fo con- 
fpicuous and fo permanent, it could have been but one conftrudion, which the 
cardinal avoiding, and placing that confidence in the king, as to acquaint his 
majefty with it by your lordfliip, is an obligation that the king moft gratefully 
acknowledges, will religioully keep the fecrett, and hopes the cardinal will con- 
tinue in this friendly difpofition to his majefty, (which indeed the king does 
not at all doubt,) never to give fuch publick encouragement to his enemies and 
mortification to his friends, as to lett the court of France in fome manner adopt 
and provide for the younger branches of the pretender to his crown. Your 
lordfliip will make my beft compliments to the cardinal, and afl'ure him on my 
part of all poffible returns of regard, honour, and efteem. 

You will be all furpriz’d abroad with the confufion that our royall family is 
putt into here by the birth of a young princelfe. It is a fubjedt that I fliall not 
choofe to enlarge much upon in v/riting ; but rather take an opportunity when 
1 give this to Mr. Thompfon to talk with him upon the fubjeft. But it is moft 
plain they were determin’d to bring matters to a rupture. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Waldegrav-e (Paris, Auguft 29, 1 737.) Mr. Thompfon has executed your verbal com- 
Papers. miflioll, I am truly forry that affair is in fo bad a way. Monfieur de Buffy, 

Draught, the cardinal told me, had wrote upon it in a very decent manner. He fays 

that 
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that all London was racking their brains for the reafons of the prince’s 
leaving Hampton court fo- abruptly, but nobody had yet found out a good 
one. 

The news-papers teafe me to death wdth their green ribbons ; I wifh you 
would think of Hopping their mouths,, and let them fee they miftake the colour. 
To fave you, fir, the trouble of another letter in a day or two, I take this op- 
portunity to acquaint you that after to-morrow there will be the four months 
allowance to the S— — — — — and they have already been to put me in mind 
of it; and I ihall then take the liberty to draw for the value of loo louis- 
d’ors. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Cardinal folemnlj frmifes to give no fupport to the pretender. — On the Venetian 

affairs. 

SIR, Auguft 30th, 1737. 

J Received, on the 26th inftant, the honour of your letter of the 7 — i8th by 

Mr. Thompfon, and yefterday being the firll opportunity I had, I acquainted 
the cardinal with his majefty’s and your fentiments upon the confidence his 
eminency had made me of the pope’s follicitations in favour of the preteiider. 
I made proper compliments on the occafion, which the cardinal received in the 
very beft manner, entering into all the reafons that could be fuggefted againfl: 
his giving, tho’ at the pope’s requeft, fuch marks of his regard for the pretend- 
er’s family, defiring me farther to afiure his majefty that he would never do 
any thing that could be difagreeable to him.' To this he added, that I might 
depend upon it that he would never give the pretender or his adherents any 
caufe to exped favours from hence. He obferved how ftrong a proof this 
ought to be of his fincere defire to live well with the king ; I vouched that it 
was efteemed as fuch. He recommended again fecrecy ; I affured him of it in 
the mofl folemn manner ; and thus an end feems to be put to the pretender’s 
hopes from hence of a fupport of that nature. 

The cardinal fpoke to me next, in the like confidential manner, of the pro- 
pofal made to him by the Venetians, of w'hich you will find an account in my 
letter to the duke of Newcaftle on that fubjed ; but as fome things his emi- 
nency let fall in converfation as his private thoughts may . not be thought proper 
for an office letter, Ttherefore beg leav& to trouble you with them. His emi- 
nency, after many affurances that he had no private view in wifhing the 
matter Ihould be made up, and protefting that it will be exadly the fame to 
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him if the king fhoiild not at prefent be'difpofed to put an end to it; how- 
ever he could not, Lom his attachment to the king, help faying, that he finds 
this affair, if not made up amicably, will create a great deal of ill blood, and 
occafion clamour in the world, which, in his opinion, ought to be prevented, 
if it can be with decency : that undoubtedly it will fet all Italy againft us, and 
thefe by their intrigues may engage others to be out of humour, hinting as if 
the court was not favourably dilpofed for us‘. In this cafe, he owned that no- 
thing of this could hurt us effentially ; but ftill he wiflit the difpute at an end. 
He again protefted he did not mean to influence his majefty’s judgment on fuch 
an occafion, and that he would be very well fatisfied with whatever part his 
raajefty ihould think fit to take. I verily believe that thefe hints of the cardinal 
did not proceed from any intention to allann us into a complyance, but more 
from his natural difpofition to peace, than from any other objea. For as to 
the Italians themfelves, he knows they are not to be feared ; and the emperor, 
he muff be fenfible, will not take part in fuch an affair, tho’ I have reafon to 
believe his minifter, Schmerling, will do us all the mifchief he can. But as his 
commiffion here will be foon fupercedetd , by prince Lichtenftein, he cannot hurt 
us much. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE. QUEEN. 

■Situation of the French court. — Intrigues of Bachelier, the king of Francois vakt-de~ 

chambre. Views of cardinal Fleiiry. — Intelligence from baron Gedda. — Refee- 

ftons on the fate of Europe, and on the condud to he purfued by England. 

MADAM, Hague, Septemto 2.7, 1737. 

A FTER having returned your majefty my moft humble thanks for your moft 
gracious letter of the 6 — 17th inflant, I will proceed to give you an ac- 
count of what I have learnt firom my friend G *, of the fituation of the 

French fince I paffed that way, and of the cardinal’s views and difpofitions 
with regard to the reft of Europe. 

■ I acquainted your majefty from Paris that his eniinency had been uneafy at 
Bachelier’s, the valet-de-chambre’s, intimacy and intrigues with the French 
king; fufpedting that they were carried on in concert with, and in favour of 
monfieur Chauvelin ; that his eminency had attempted to remove him without 
fuccefs ; but that he had made him tremble, and fubmitt to be confined to the 
king’s menus plaifirs, without pretending to intermeddle with affairs of ftate. 
This, monfieur G. fays, continues ftill to be in a great meafure the ftate of the 
dofett ; that his eminency is abfolutely mafter ; that, however, Bachelier, con- 

fi dering 
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fidering the great age of that ininifter , and depending upon the fteadinefs of period \ 
the French king’s favour towards him, cannot forbear (but without pretending *734<^°i7 
to the leaft influence or direftion at prefent) carrying his thoughts to a future 
adminiflration, and fuggefting fome reflexions on that head to the French king 
himfelf, as well as to others in his confidence ; and monfieur G. having gott 
into his acquaintance, Bachelier had ventured to unbofom himfelf to him- to the 
following effeifi;. That he flood in great awe of the cardinal’s fuperior power, 
and would take care to manage it : that he could not deny his former intimacy 
and attachment to Chauvelin, as having received great civilities from him, as 
thinldng him an able minifler : that, in confequence of that friendfliip, he had 
endeavoured to ferve him, and had contrafted an averfion to the family of 
Thouloufe, ennemies to Chauvelin j but that he had fince found fuch a general 
hatred to him in perfons of all ranks and degrees, and particularly in the mi- 
nifters of ftate ; that it was impoflible to think of his return again to the fcene 
of bufinefs ; and as no one particular perfon occurred capable in all refpefls to 
difcharge that weighty employment of prime minifter of France, he had enter- 
tained in his mind, and even fuggefted to the king, for taking place after the 
cardinal’s death, a fcheme for conftituting a councill of feven for the admini- 
ftration of affairs, whom he named to monfieur G. ; but this latter could only 
recoiled to me the names of Torcy, Maurepas, Argengon the younger, Monti, 
and the marlhal d’Eftrees. But he (Bachelier) had made no great progrefs in. 
it yett. Monfieur Gedda told me that he had in confidence, and with an affu- 
rance that no ill ufe Ihould be made of it, imparted this notion and difcourfe of 
Bachelier’s to the cardinal, who feemed to laugh at it, but could not help dif- 
covering fome anxiety upon it. 

As to his eminency’s views with regard to foreign affairs, monfieur G. thinks 
that he will endeavour by fmooth and diffembling language to ferve the great 
defigns of France, to domineer in Europe as much as monfieur Chauvelin did, 
as far as he can find it may be done without new troubles, and confiftent -with 
the prefervation of the peace of Europe : that the prefent union between the 
emperor and France is by no means cordial and fincere, whatever the appear- 
ances may be : that his eminency could not conceal his uneafynefs at the em-. ■ 
peror’s fuccefs againfl; the Turks, by taking Niffa in the beginning of the ■ 
campaign, nor his fatisfaftion at the fhock which prince Hilbourghaufen fuf- 
fered : that his eminency is extremely jealous of England’s predileftion and 
attachment to the Imperial court ; that the French would therefore be glad to 
feparate the States from us, and flatter themfelves that the coldnefs between the 
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’eribd VI. Imperial court and the Dutch may contribute towards it : that they would like- 
34101737. endeavour to gain Denmark and Sweden, in order to have an influenae in 
1737. the North, and to attach both the kings of Sardinia and Spain to their intereft,, 
and check the emperor’s power in Italy. But the neceffity of giving fubfidies 
to the northern powers, which the cardinal does not care to do in time of 
peace, is a reftraint upon his views oh that fide ; and the refentment of their 
catholic majefties, for having been lately abandoned by France, affords little 
hopes of being able to fucceed there at prefent nor will the king of Sardinia 
run haftily into engagements with France, untill another opportunity fliall offer 
fairly for increafing his poffeffions in Italy. 

When monfieur G. was upon the fubjeft of France’s being defirous to gain 
Sweden, I afked him in what manner and by what means the cardinal propofed 
to do it ? Whether he had learnt the nature and tendency of the inffruftions to 
be given to monfieur St.. Severin? He replied, that his eminency had faithfully 
promifed him that he (St. Severin) fhould be directed not to have any thing ta 
do with the faftion there, that is in oppofition to count Horn. I then afked 
him, whether he had demanded Carteja’s return from thence, before' the arrival 
of the new minifter ? He owned that he had ; but that he could not prevail 
with the cardinal to confent to it. I made ufe of this way of queftioning mon- 
fieur G. to anfwer the end of the fecret intelligence with which his majefty 
was pleafed to truft me, without giving the leaft caufe of fufpefting the means 
of obtaining it ; and from his own difcourfe and reflexions upon what I aflsed 
him, and what he had obferved in France, I found it no difficult matter to make 
him fee that Carteja’s flay at Stockholm was defigned on purpofe to introduce 
monfieur St. Severin into the acquaintance and confidence of the French faftion 
there, in order to concert and fettle the proper meafures for ruining, if poffible, 
the credit of count Horn, and of his friends, at the meeting of the dyett in 
May next. In talking to him of the chancellery of Sweden, and founding 
him about the difpofition of the perfons belonging to that office, I found, him 
fufficiently apprifed of the bad intentions of the fecretary Kluikiftrom, and, of 
his attachment to the French party ; and monfieur G. gave me to underftand 
that count Horn and monfieur Von Kocken were fo fenfible of the infidelity 
of that commis, that means were taking to gett him out of the fecret of affairs,- 
by giving him another employment. 

As to monfieur G. himfelf, he gave me the flrongcffi affurances of his being 
fully convinced that it was for the intereft of hiS country to preferve a good 
underffanding with his majelly ; and that Sweden, by entering into particular 
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•engagements with France, exclufive of England, would only become a dupe to Period ^ 
the ambitious views of that crown, without reaping any advantage to them- 
felves ; which, joined to the great obligations he has perfonally to the king’s : i737- 
goodnefs towards him, Ihould, he faid, always make him watchful of the French 
intrigues, keep him firmly attached to count Horn and his friends, and make 
him aft in confidence with Mr. Finch. But as he defired, that the private 
tranHftion between him and me, relating to his majefty’s goodnefs, Ihould go 
no farther, he would have a particular correfpondence with me for affairs of the 
moft fecret nature ; and for that purpofe I had already prepared againft his 
arrival, and have given him a cypher. , • 

I make no doubt but thefe confiderations will keep this gentleman in the 
ftrongefl manner firm to his majefty’s interefl: ; and that even his ill opinion of 
the cardinal, and his perfonal refentment againft him, would contribute to fix 
him, if neceffary, in that refolution. For altho’ they parted in appearance ex- 
treamly well fatigfied with one another, promifing a mutual and perpetual 
friendfhip’; .yet his eminency having been prevailed upon by the infinuations of 
Chauvelin to withdraw, for fome time before the removal of that minifter, his 
former confidence and kindnefs to G. fo far as to fpeak much to his dif- 
advantage, it has never been forgiven. And altho’ monfieur G. ,fince Chauve- 
lin’s difgrace, has thought fitt to diflemble his refentment, and to return, in 
appearance, to his former intimacy with his eminency, in order to difcover his 
views and intentions ; yet monfieur G. cannot forbear talking to his particular 
friends againft the old gentleman’s weaknefs and tricks, which he has derived 
from Chauvelin, as if he had been bitt by him; retaining the vraiom, altho’ he 
has difcarded the beaft; and adopting the fame notions in the conduft of fo-, 
reign affairs, as far as the natural meeknefs of his temper and the defire of pre- 
ferving the peace will permitt. 

This is- the fubftance of monfieur G.’s account of the prefent fituation and 
difpofition of the French court ; and I hope -your majefty will excufe my 
extending this letter, altho’ too long already, with feme few obfervations 
upon it. 

Altho’ the cardinal may affeft to treat Bachelier’s imaginations about a 
future adminiftration in France, as trifling and chimerical ; yet the boldnefs of 
a valet-de-chambre, to conceive and vent fchemes of government, and of 
perfons fitt to govern, and to remain ftill in the fame favour and confidence 
with the king, notwithftanding the attempts made to remove him, deferves 
great attention. And Ihould not the cardinal, before his death, be able to 
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’eriod VI. diftingulih ona perfon as proper to fucceed him in the foie direftion of affairs, 
'34^0 1737* gjjjj fjx him, as fuch, in- the confidence of the king.; or elfe to eftablifli a 
• 1737. councill, for the joint adminiftration of all matters of confequence, before he 
dyes ; it is very probable, confidering the narrow and referved genius of his, 
moft chriftian majefty, who has the greateft affedion for the perfons with 
whom he has contrafted the greateft familiarity,- that Bachelier, if he has 
fpirit arid^refolution, will have the moft to fay, upon the cardinal’s demife, in 
putting the wheels of government in motion, and perhaps in the direiftion of 
the whole machine. And befides that he will foon feel the ftrength of his 
own credit, he will have people enough about him to encourage him to make 
a proper ufe and advantage of his mafter’s affe£tion for him ; and therefore, 
in all events, whatever may be the cardinal’s views with regard to a fucceffor, 
or whether his life or underftanding may, fooner or later, fuddenly fail him, 
if Bachelier ihould continue in his poft and credit with the king, it feems very 
neceffary that fome means Ihould be found out to gain him; and, in order to 
that, it may be recommended to lord Waldegrave to gett an acquaintance and 
confidence with him ; but in fo prudent a manner as not to give any jealoufy 
or offence to the cardinal ; and this feems fo much the more neceffary, becaufe 
the difcoveries that may be made by him, are of that nature as may not come, 
to the. intelligence of 10 i [Buffy]. 

I do, in a great meafure, coneurr with monfieur G. that the impreflions 
made by Chauvelin upon the cardinal, relating to feveral perfons, as well as 
to the management of foreign courts, are not entirely removed with him. 
For, altho’ the infinuation.s from feveral quarters abroad, and efpecially on the 
part of England, of Chauvelin’s malicious, falfe, and untraftable temper, 
added weight to the difcoveries made of his domeftick intrigues, and con- 
tributed a good deal to his difgraces, yet the great influence and fuperiority 
which he had gained and maintained over his eminency, had taken fo deep a 
root, and had governed the helm without controul for fo many years, that the 
cardinal is alhamed to own, by purfuing entirely new meafures, and a new 
management, that he had been fo long impofed upon, and a dupe to his own 
creature. Befides that, the variety of tricks and turns practiced by the other 
were of fome ufe and advantage to extricate his eminency from the difficulties 
that his propofed meafures and negociations, which he wanted fometimes refo- 
lution to purfue, had involved him in. At the fame time my friend G. 
could not conceal from me, by the great pains he took to draw in the ftrongeft 
colours his ill opinion of the cardinal’s fmcerity and defigns, that he did it 
7 . . chiefly 
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chiefly with a view to divert us from, ever having the leaft concern, with him ; 
as being juftly apprehenfive that a good underftanding between England and 
France would have fuch an effect, to prevent future troubles and to preferve 
the peace of Europe, as would make particular alliances with the northern 
powers, and confequently with Sweden, of little weight and confideration to 
both ; whereas, a great jealoufy, diftance, and coldnefs between his majefty 
and France, may give an occafion for one of them to make a treaty with 
Sweden that may be for the advantage of that crown in their prefent low and 
diftreffed flate. 

Having ventured thus far, I will prefume to trefpafs upon your majefty’s 
patience with my weak nodons upon the prefent ftate of Europe. Confidering 
the imperfections of the definitive treaty of peace, for want of the acceffion of 
Spain and Sardinia to it ; the uncertain confequences and conclufion of the 
war with the Turks; the great age of the cardinal, and his undetermined 
views with regard to the other powers of Europe, as long as Spain continues 
in her prefent calm, or rather fullen fituadon ; and his anxious thoughts about 
the future adminiftration- of France, as well as about the daily declenfion of the 
French king’s health, with one child only to fupport that fucceffion : conlider- 
ing the little advantage there can be at prefent. in making alliances with the 
northern crowns, who wall, upon the leaft offer of that nature, expeCt advan- 
tages which we are not able to give, and will make ufe of any approaches from 
us to alarm France, in hopes of procuring fubfidies from that crown : con- 
fidering the prefent unfortunate coldnefs and ill-humour between the emperor 
and the States General ; altho’ I think the byas of this republick for France 
grows daily weaker, and increafes towards England : I fay, all thefe confider- 
ations feem to chalk out a natural and obvious conduft to be obferved by us at 
this juncture ; which is, to live in the ftriCteft union and confidence with the 
States, and in peace with all our neighbours, if we can ; to be attentive to dif- 
cover the views and conduft of other powers, aird particularly of France, whofe 
fcheines and notions muft have, one way or other, an influence upon the reft 
of Europe ; and, with refpeCl to that court, not to Ihew a forward inclination 
for a more particular intimacy with it ; nor, by any means, to rejeft or check 
any advances that the cardinal may make for a better underftanding with his 
majefty ; taking care, on the one fide, not to become the dupe to any fpecious 
offer or infinuations ; nor, on the other, by an affefted coldnefs, to create in. 
him fuch a jealoufy and diftruft of us as may make him form alliances, and 
find out means to give us trouble. To conclude, the intelligence which may 
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be obtained from loi [Bufly] by proper queftions, -which incidents and the 
circumftances of things may fuggefl; from time to time, will be the bell guide 
to the councils and meafures to "be purfued by England, relating to other 
princes and ftates, and for laying hold of fuch occafions as may offer for our 
particular fecurity, and for preferving:the balance of Europe. 

LORD BGLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYiNDHAM. 

On the rupture between the king and prince of Wales. — -Cenfures the condudl of the 
prince, and the advice of his coutfelhrs. — Confiders Englajid as rapidly ad- 
■suancing to ajlate'of Jlavery. • 

October th^ i3tK, 1737. 

T Writ to you very lately, dear fir William, and having heard from Calais 
that my letter was fent fafely into England, I fuppofe it come fafely by this 
time to your hands. This fhall be forwarded with more precaution frill ; for I 
f hah not forbear faying, in anfwer to yours of the 13th of the lafr month, 
things .very unfit for the infpedtion of clerks of the pofr-ofHce. Tho’ I am in- 
formed very irregularly and very imperfectly of what paffes in the ifland of 
■Great Britain, yet, by what I have heafd, it feemed plain to me that an entire 
•rupture between the father and the fon has been long unavoidable. I have 
•therefore waited to fee what the immediate occafion or pretence of this rupture 
would be ; for I always believed the counfellors of his royal highnefs would 
think it of great importance to render this not only plaufible, but popular. 

I thought that fuch an occafion or pretence might have been founded on the 
proceedings of lafr winter ; but I faw things att a diftance, and they who faw 
" them nearer, judged otherwife. The fettlement on the princefs was not then 
made ; this and other reafons might concur to make them judge and ad as 
they did att that time. But I am att a lofs to find the plaufibility or the 'popu- 
larity, of tf^ prefent occafion of rupture. He hurries his wife from court when 
•fhe is on the point of being delivered of her firfr child. His father fwells, 
•ftrtits, and frorms. He confeffes his rafhnefs, and afks pardon in terms of one 
who owns himfelf in the wrong. JBefides that all this appears to me boyifh, it 
is purely domefrick; and there is nothing, as far as L can difeern, to intereft 
the publick in the caufe of <his .royal highnefs. But notwithfranding this, ex- 
tream feverity on the other fide, and the prejudices of mankind againfr thofe 
who exercife this feverity, may have, perhaps, that effed. I think truly they 
will have it, if the prince Ihews, upon this occafion, firmnefs in his charader, 
=0,nd decency in his behavjour} one .without any mixture of humour., or air of 

' obftinacy j 
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obflinacy ; the other without anything low, or, if I may fay fo, unprincely. Period VI. 

The refolution he has taken to pay his debts, and to live like a man of quallity , 

who has a good eftate, deferves great commendation ; there is honour, fenfe, - 1737 * 

and dignity in it. He may build, on this foundation, great reputation ; and 

great reputation is great power, efpecially in one of his rank. If it was not 

fo, my friend, it would fcarcely be worth our efteem ; fince popular fame is 

ftridlly and truly, what a man weak enough to be fond of it, even for its own 

fake, called it, fama confenfu Jiultorum improborumque excitata^ 

As little as I concern myfelf att prefent, and lhall do the reft of my life, in 
thefe affairs, and in their coitfequences, I could not help faying thus much, in 
anfwer to the account you. give me of the fcene that palfed whilft you was att 
London ; and all I lhall, add is this : It gave you inwardly, I fuppofe, much 
the fame emotion as a fcene of Tom Thumb would have done. But you 
are too wife not to know, 'that they who are on the ftage muft keep the coun- 
tenance their parts require in a tragi-comical farce, whilft they who are in the 
pit may laugh their fill. “ Nous mouriom de rire^ Ji nous ne mourions pas de 
faim” was the burden of a French fong during the great diftrefs of this 
country in the laft war that Louis the fourteenth waged.. 

It occurs often to me, when I think of the ftate of our own country, of the 
charafters of perfons, and of the conduct of affairs, it is impoffible to have any 
concern for Britain, and not to lament the near approach of general beggary 
.and flavery that -threaten her ; for I think the latter muft and will go hand in 
hand with the former. And tho’ I have as little of the fpirit of party * about ' 
me as any man living, which you know to be true ; yet I cannot forbear faying, 
that thefe are the fruits of thofe principles of foreign and domeftick policy, 
that a number of men who called themfelves whigs, and who lived on the 
credit of that name, and on the folly and obftinacy of thofe who called them- 
felves by another, began to plant almoft half a century ago, and have con- 
tinued to plant and to propagate ever fince. The progrefs of both was covered 
long from publick fight by a fpecious veil that dazzled the vulgar r but the 
progrefs has been fo grofs, and the veil has been worn fo thin, of late years, 
that he muft be ftark blind who has not feen it. I fear it is feen ; and if it was 
not, there would be room to hope, tho* effeQiual remedys wete yet unat- 
tempted ; if it is, all hope feems to be cut off. The patient who knows his 

* How little did the noble writer know himfelf and his own difpofition, if he really believed 
what he here fays I 

diftemperj 
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Period VI. diftemper, and chufes rather to bear it than to go thro’ the remedy, is 
i t734t°i737» incurable. ■ 

.1737. You fay, that the monopoly of money in a few hands difclofes itfelf mani- 
feftly. Is not power ehgroffed in a few hands as well as wealth ? Things are 
brought to this pafs. Whilft you have weak princes on the throne, fome cabal 
or other will draw the whole wealth of the nation, and the whole powder 
of the ftate, to itfelf. Whenever you have an able prince there, he will foon 
find means of being, direftly or indireftly, the proprietor of both. * * * 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE, 


Walpole 

Papers. 


Mojl fecreU 


Gives the fubjiance of frequent conferences with .the cardinal^ who is dejedled and 
overwhelmed with too much bufinefs. — Pretenfons of the Spanijh amhajfador 
ha Mma. — Explains the fituation of the court in regard to the emperor^ and the 
frequent altercations between them. — Cardinal not on good terms with the court 
of Spain. — La Mina offends by endeavouring to introduce the queen of France 
'into btijinefs. — The cardinal courts the king of England^ and propofes an alliance 
with England to rejirain the overgrown power of the emperor. — Denies that he is 
negotiating a treaty with Spain and Portugal, 

MY LORD, Fontamebleau, O£lober 2.9, viyji 

J Am, in this letter, to give your grace the moil particular account I can of 
the feveral broken converfations I have had with the cardinal fince my laft 
difpatch to your grace by exprefs. I call them broken converfations, becaufe 
I have not had one above a quarter of an hour at a time. As I had no parti- 
cular matters to treat with him befides our American conteftations, when I 
had faid all I could on that fubjeft, the reft fell in as it were by chance, till 
fome of the French minifters, or others whom he had appointed, came accord- 
ingly to him. 

What I have obferved moft, in the frequent vifits I have made him, has 
been' his lownefs of fpirits and dejeiftednefs ; which I attribute in a great 
meafure to the multiplicity of bufinefs which goes through his hands ; and 
this becaufe he will have it fo, I advifed him in a friendly manner, and as 
much as I could, againft taking fo much pains. He thanked me, but faid he 
could not help it ; that feveral were not fatisfied unlefs they talked to him ; 
and that I knew as well as he the numbers of people whom he could not avoid 
feeing and hearkening to, as long as they would ftay with him. Thefe are 
•chiefly the princes and princelfes of the blood, who are all here, and teaze him 
•continually in behalf of their friends, and of thofe who are in their fervice. 

Next 
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Next to thefe is monfieur de la Mina, who is in conftant broils with the door- Period 
keepers of the French king’s apartments, about his pretenfions as a7nbqffador * 

de fa7nille, which he infifts upon in the moft abfurd manner, and which, far i737' 

from gaining him any advantage, or even the leaft appearance of fuperiority 
over other ambalTadors, tend more to put him upon a level with the king’s 
valets de chambre. Whenever he is refufed admittance, he appeals to all 
prefent, threatening that monfieur de Vaulgrenant fhall be ufed in the fame 
manner, at Madrid ; and then runs to complain to the cardinal, who is fure to 
receive him coldly on fuch occafions ; and thus they get, out of humour wdth 
one another. La Mina I know rails conftantly, where he dares, and very in- 
difcreetly, againft this government, which the cardinal is informed of, and has 
told it me in confidence j from whence I judge there is no fort of underftanding 
between the two courts. His eminency affures me, that he has not heard a 
word, either from monfieur de la Mina, or monfieur de la Torella the Neapo- 
litan ambaffador, relating to the part Spain will take in the definitive treaty, 
fince they acquainted him with their having received full powers and inftruQ:- 
ions for that purpofe. 

As to the fituation of this court with the emperor ; it is plain they go hand 
in hand in fome thmgs ; but I find they are not without their inward grudges. 

The cardinal, talking to me three days ago of the haughtinefs of the Imperial 
miniflers, gave me, in the utmofl confidence, an inftance of it ; which I find 
to be a fa£t he had hinted to me before, and which I mentioned in my letter to 
your grace of the i ith inflant. He faid, that upon fome difpute about the 
1..0W Countries, count Harrach, had fent to monfieur de Joinville, and com- 
plained, that the French had carried off fome people at a barrier belonging to ■ 
the emperor, and had imprifoned them for having exafted duties, as is pre- 
tended, on the French territories. Monfieur de Joinville- anfwered, that he 
had not been informed of the affair, and that he would write to his court about 
it ; but in the mean time he could not fuppofe but his court had good reafons 
for the fteps they had taken. To which count liarrach replied, that if the 
emperor had not been engaged in a war with the Turks, France would not 
have afted in this m a nner. This occafioned a pretty warm difpute between 
the Imperial minifler and the French refident, of which the latter fent an 
account hither. The cardinal, exceeding angry, fent orders immediately to 
Joinville to declare to monfieur de Harrach, and to monfieur de I’Eftaing to fay 
the fame at Vienna, that his moft chriftian majefty fcorned to take any fuch 
advantages as the count had fuppofed, but would fupport his rights in every 
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Period VI. cafe that required it .; and that if the emperor fent troops to fupport his people 
™ encroachments, France would do her bell to repel them. In confe- 
1737. quence of this, the French officers on thofe frontiers are ordered to have 
a fuperior force in readinefs, upon occafion, to repell thofe that count Harrach 
might happen to fend to moleft the French barriers. This, joined to Schmer- 
ling’s prefent ill-humour, and to his telling every body that this court rejoices 
inwardly at any difaldvantage the emperor or czarina have of late met with, 
proves at lead; a great jealoufy between France and the emperor. 

From the foregoing part of this letter, your grace fees my reafons for think- 
ing the cardinal is far from being well with the court of Spain. He has talked 
to me fince of the indulto, and of the Spaniards feizing every body’s Ihips ; 
they have lately taken three belonging to the French. But the greateft griev- 
ance of all is, their having a madman here for their ambaffador. The cardinal 
gave me one inllance of it, under the ftrongeft affurances of fecrecy, which is» 
that la Mina has wanted to get the French queen into bufmefs. Your grace 
knows her charafler, and the little .weight Ihe has here. I had obferved 
la Mina whifpering to her, and that Ihe was much embarraffed ; but I 
fhould fcarce have imagined the reafon of it. The queen has fince told it the 
cardinal. This may ferve as another proof how agreeable la Mina can be here. 
As for monfieur de la Torella, he does not enter into any of thefe intrigues : 
he is here chiefly for fliow. La Mina ufes him ill, and he refents it ai much as 
he dares. . ' 

ANDREW STONE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 

IHnefs of the queen.. 

Walpole (Whitehall, November ii, 1737.) Tho’ my lord duke of Newcaflle does 
Faperb. excellency will receive from other hands an account of the 

queen’s illnefs, his grace has ordered me to fend you the following relation of 
it, which he would have done himfelf if his attendance at St. James’s, which 
is very conftant, lyoiild have allow’d him time to write. On Wednefday 
morning laft her majefty was taken ill, after walking, with a goutifli diforder 
in her flomach, accompanied with a vomiting, and continued very much indif- 
pofed the whole day. In the evening Dr. Broxholme was fent for, who, being 
apprehenfive of an inflammation in- the bowels, advifed bleeding ; and between 
Wednefday evening and Thurfday night, her majefty, at different times, had 
thirty ounces of blood taken av/ay. Yefterday, at noon, the pain was very 
much abated, and there were great hopes that- the violence of tlie diftemper 

was 
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was paft ; but one bad fymptom ftill continued, viz. that nothing that her Period VI. 
majefty took, either of medicine or nouriihment, flay’d at all upon her 
ftomach, nor have any methods that have been ufed been able to procure a i 737 - 
ftool. Laft night, fir Hans Sloane and Dr. Hulfe were fent for ; and Dr. 

Hulfe watch’d laft night with her majefty, which flie pafs’d with very little 
reft ; and has been, this whole day, in the fame condition. This afternoon 
blifters were laid upon her legs, in order to draw down the goutilh • humour 
from the ftomach j and her majefty. took a medicine in which Dr. Hulfe has 
great confidence, but does not expecft that it will operate till towards to- 
morrow morning ; it is a purge made up in pills, and mix’d with opium. Dr. 

Hulfe fpeaks chearfully; but you will believe, from the account I have given, 
that all hearts muft be fill’d with the moft melancholy apprehenfions. 

Sir Robert Walpole has had conftant accounts, by melfengers, of her ma- 
jefty’s condition. If there is no alteration for the better to-night, another 
meffenger will be dilpatch’d, and relays of horfes ordered to lie upon the road, 
to bring him to town. 

P. S. 12 at night. I am juft now come from St. James’s, and am very 
forry to be obliged to add, to the account I have already given your excel- 
lency, that the fame fymptoms continue without any the leaft 'alteration. The 
meffenger is fent to Norfolk. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. . 

The queen indifpofed. — Forwards a draught of an anfwer to Geraldino for his 

approbation. 

f Claremont, Tuefday morning.) I conclude you will have heard that the Orford 
queen kept her bed yefterday with the gout. She had been much out of order Papers, 
on Sunday, occafioned by going to church, and dining in publick. She is, I 
hear, better this morning. It was impoffible to execute my commiffion about 
the duke of Montagu ; but I will be fure to do it the firft opportunity. I had 
waited on you this morning, but am to have the honour of the duke of Grafton, 
and my lord and lady Burlington, at Claremont to-day. I will be with you 
to-morrow, if we don’t hunt; but in that cafe, muft deferr it till Thurfday 
morning. 

I here fend you a draught of my anfwer to Geraldino, made, I think, con- 
formable to the minutes, and the pieces on which they were founded. I fend 
every thing to you that is necefl'ary for your information, and begg you would 
carefully perufe my anfwer, and make fuch alterations as you fliall think pro- 

3.S 2 per, 
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Penod VI. per, that It may be putt into French, and difpatched. I hope ^rou continue m 
1734-^173 7 ; good health. I am heartily forry that I am prevented from waiting upon you 
1737. this day. 


Orford 

Papers. 


THE DUKE OF CHANDOS TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Condoles with him on the illnefs of the queen. 

(Cannons, Nov. 12, 1737 *) I have juft received the terrible news the town 
is fo much alarm’d with. The fincere refpeft and affedtion I have for you fill 
me with fuch grief, that, tho’ I cannot be filent, I know not how to exprefs 
myfelf upon it. I condole with you from the bottom of my heart on the very 
great and fevere lofs you are about to receive ; I beg of God that his provi- 
dence will continue ftill in their full vigour thofe noble fpirits and abilities which 
have for fuch a number of years fo wonderfully fupported you under the many 
heavy trials you have had. That this misfortune (great as it is to every one} 
may be attended with no perfonall ill confequences to yourfelf, is the moft 
ardent prayer of, &c. 


"Walpole 

Papers. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

On the ilhtefs and danger of queen Caroline. 

London, Tuefday, November 15th, 1737, la o’cloclc at noon. 

abfence in the country is the only reafon you did not hear from me laft 
poll. The melancholy occafion of my now coming will have reach’d 
you before this ; but tho’ it is as difinal a ftory as ever was told, it will be 
feme fatisfadlion to you to have a Ihort detail of what has palled, and fome 
little comfort to know the prefent fituation of matters.. 

The queen was taken ill laft Wednefday. By all her complaints, and the 
fymptoms that were confefs’d at that time, it was explicitly declared and 
univerfally believed to be the gout in her ftomach. Her illnefs was at once fo 
violent that Broxholms was confulted, with Teffier. All the ufual and known 
remedies were plentifully given, but without any effefl ; for her vomitings 
continued very frequent, 'and nothing at all flaid in her ftomach,. and nothing 
pafs’d through her, which laft continues ftill to be the cafe. The neceffity of 
giving the ftrongeft and hotteft medicines, made them think it neceffary to 
bleed freely, which was done three times in the three firft days,, but all with- 
out any vifible effect. The cafe was thought fo defperate that fir Hans Sloan 
and Dr. Hulfe were, on Friday, fent for, who totally defpaired. Neceffity at 
laft difeover’d and reveal’d a fecrett which hadfoeen totally conceal’d and un- 
known. 
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known. The queen had a rupture, which is now known not to have been a 
new accident. Surgeons were fent for, and Mr. Ranby was at firft alone call’d 
in ; he, upon firfl fight, infifted upon further afliftance in his profeffion, upon 
which Buffieure and Skipton, a citty-furgeon, very eminent and able, was fent 
for. They found a great outward inflamation upon the rupture, and immedi- 
ately lett out that matter, but preceded further, and made an incifion into the 
cavity of the body near the rupture, from which flow’d immediately great 
quantities of corrupted matter, and fetid and offenfive to the higheft degree ; 
and of this noifome kind was what the queen now vomited. All hopes given 
over, and a mortification judged mofl: certain. Upon further opening, they 
found the cawl only affedled, of which they have twice cutt off the parts ; and 
they are all now pofitive, phyfitians and furgeons, that the guts are in no part, 
nor in the leafl: degree, touch’d. As they have made evacuations of matter 
from the wound, the vomittings have ceas’d for feveral hours ; as new matter 
has been bred, her vomittings have returned ; but what fire has now taken has 
ftaid with her nine, and once eleven, hours. 

Her prefent fituation is this : She llept laft night better than ever, has not 
vomitted fince two in the morning, has not the leaf! feaver, and her puife fo 
mended, that they pronounce it now a good puife ; and neither her vomitting 
nor the matter that comes from the wound has any longer the leafl fmell. 
They gave her this morning part of a gentle purge, which is divided into three 
parts, to be taken at three hours diftance : the firft has ftaid its time, and the 
fecond is given, but nothing has yett pafs’d by ftool. She has juft now made a 
great quantity of urine, the firft, that I can learn, that has been feen of fome 
time. In thefe circumftances, the phyfitians all agree that they gain fo much 
ground, that they are full of hopes, but can pronounce no certain fafety till a 
ftool comes, which they are now attending. 

In this fatall crifis nothing can be faid, but we muft truly lament what we 
fcarce dare to think of. But will it ever be believed, that a life of this Im- 
portance (when there is no room for flattery) fhould be loft, or run thus near, 
by concealing human infirmities ? . 

Incurata fudor malus idcera cerat. 

I muft have done ; our diftraftion and grief wants no relation. T am op- 
prefs’d with forrow and dread. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

L defired to prevent the princefs of Orange from going to England.^ 

St. James's, Tuefday, half pail one. 

T TPON coming hither I find the family in the greateft confufion with regard 
to the princefs royal. I learn little or nothing was faid to her by the laft 
poll ; but if her royal hyghnefs has not quite forgott this houfe, ftie will not 
wonder that thofe that only could, and from whom Ihe might reafonably have 
expeded it, did not dare to fend any particular account, when the whole fatal 
fecrett was concealed even from thofe who were to adminifter relief. It is now 
apprehended here, that the princefs royal upon the firft news, which to be 
fure will be as bad as can be, may, in furprife and diftraftion, think of coming 
over. I write this on purpofe to defire that you will ufe all your reafoning, 
Ml, and influence to prevent any fuch attempt. It is faid you mull: affume 
authority, altho’ you have none. You will inform her of the w^hole truth, as 
you lhall, in difcretion, think it will have a good or bad efteft for the prefent 
purpofe. I am told ftie is now at Gumberg, where you muR go as foon as 
you receive this. A meffenger is fent with this, that you may fee this before 
the poll arrives. 


ANDREW STONE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 
farther account of the queen's illnefs. 

Walpole (Whitehall, November i8th, 1737.) Your excellency will receive, I doubt 
1 * 3 ?®*®* jjy pq{]. ^ more particular account than I am able to fend you, of her 

. majefty’s prefent condition ; which, tho’ not paft all hope, is bad enough to 
fill every body with the greateft concern, and with the moft difmal apprehen- 
fions for the confequences of it. Her majefty was fo well on Wednefday 
night, that the phyficians, as well as the chirurgeons, thought there wanted 
very little to enable them to pronoimce her out of danger. This favourable 
and flattering profped continued till yefterday about four o’clock in the after- 
noon, when there was a great alteration for the worfe. Her majefty grew fick 
at the ftomach, and the wound (which in the morning was thought to be 
healing) made a frefh and a very large difcharge, which left her very weak, 
and was attended with a feavorifli difpofition. The queen had, after this, but an 
jiidifferent night, and continued to have fomething of a feavor this, morning, 
which, they fay, is' now gone oft' ; and. that her majefty is much eafier than 
file was. Dr. Sandys of Cambridge has attended her majefty fince Tuefday 
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laft ; and it was hoped, that a prefcription of his might have had fome effe6; 
towards removing the principal complaint ; but it has had hitherto no fuccefs. 
The phyficians have ftill fome hope, that the ftrength of her majefty’s conr 
ftitution (which has appeared and ftill appears very great in this fevere tryal of 
it) may yet furmount the violence and inveteracy of the diftemper. ^ I do not 
hear that they have lately made any alteration in their prefcriptions. Publick 
prayers are ordered to be put up in all the churches in and about London and 
Weftminfter for her majefty’s recovery. 

Your excellency will have the goodnefs to forgive the unneceffary trouble I 
give you by this letter : and if the accounts I prefume to fend you upon this 
melancholy occalion Ihould differ from thofe you may receive from other 
hands, I flatter myfelf, from your ufual indulgence, that you will take no 
notice of it in your letters to England. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

On the queen's death. 


MY LORD, 


Hague, December loth, 1737. 


Period VI. 
1734101737. 

1737 * 


JN anfwer to your lordfliip’s moft melancholy letter of the a 2 d paft O, S.- 

with the fad and cruel news of the death of our moft: incomparable queen, 
your lordftiip will permitt me, who was often not only a witnefs, but an un- 
worthy partaker of her great and extenfive goodnefs towards mankind;, to join 
my unexpreffible grief and concern to that of many many thoufands,. as well 
foreigners as fubjefts, for the irreparable lofs of that facred perfon, in whom 
fuch rare and fuperior virtues of a confort, mother, and queen center’d in fuch 
perfeftion as to tend at the fame time to promote that great point of view, 
which flie had always uppermoft in her heart, the infeparable intereft of the- 
king and the publick weal. 

Having faid only thus much on this lamentable occalion, (and indeed, my 
lord, grief, altho’. unequal to the fubjefl, will not fuffer’me to fay more,) . I ■ 
lhall conclude with letting you know, that I lhall take the firft opportunity of 
a fair wind to return, on board the yacht which is arrived for me at Helvoet- 
fluys, into England, and lay myfelf at his majefty’s feet ; offering, in the mean 
time, my moft ardent vows, in common with thofe of the reft of his majefty’s 
moft faithfull fubjeds, that the king, agreeably to that greatnefs of mind with 
which he has ever governed us, and as the moft grateful! thing that can be 
done in memory of her whom we all fo juftly lament, may mitigate his pain 
and anxiety for this great feparation of fo dear a part from him, fo far as not 
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*erlod VI. to endanger that precious health which is fo neceffary for the welfare and pre* 
'34^01737- fervation of his people and the peace of Europe. I have, purfuant to your 
1737. lordlhip’s commands, putt myfelf and family into mourning fuitabie to my 
Ration and the occafioii. 

LORD TYRCONNEL TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

On the qnem's death. 

(Belton, December the 24th, 1737.) I was this day honour’d with your’s, 
for which I return you many thanks. I muft beg pardon, if I cannot omitt this 
opportunity of renewing your grief and expreffing my own, irot inferiour to itt, 
for the death of our late moil gracious queen, whofe lofs can never be fuffi- 
ciently lamented, and whofe nieritt and virtues you yourfelf would want words 
to exprefs. 

With grandeur amiable, with power affable, from whofe prefence none ever 
went impleas’d or unoblig’d away ! 

She quitted the ftage of life with all the dignity flie had ever adled the 
greateft part on itt. A great example to teach us how to dye, as well as how 
to live ; and by a martyrdome in her death, which fhe bore with the moll 
amazing co-nftancy, patience, and fortitude, deferve the eternal crown Ihe now 
wears in heaven, as much as, by her great and truly royal virtues, Ihe did 
adorn the temporal one ftie wore here. 

I defign being in town att the meeting of the parliament, and lhall ever 
efteera itt my greateft happinefs, as it is my duty, to ferve my country to the 
beft of my power : I will never knowingly hurt itt, or any body that is a 
freind to itt. 


M E M O I R S 

OF 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Original Correfpondence and Authentic Papers. 


PERIOD THE SEVENTH. 

From the Death of Queen Caroline to the Relignation 
of Sir Robert Walpole. 

17,37—1742. 


1738. 


lord bolingbroke to sir william wyndham. 


Bitterly cenfures fir Robert Walpole^ whom Jye confiders as the caufe of the king^s 
refentment againji the princess friends. — La7nents the want of uniform confijieiicy 
in oppofttion.' — hive^ives againji the corruption vfed by the minijier. — Tet is if 
opinion that he is not alone fupported by corruption. — Hints at the mifunder^ 
Jianding between Walpole and the duke of Newcajiky and pt'opofes a coalition 
with the Pelhams. 


Itebruary 3, 173S. 

OUR’s of the 28th and 3ifl; of December is come fafely to my hands, as 
I hope that this will to your’s. I thank, yowvery much for the clear ftate 
youreprefent to me of things that muft aflfeQ: the friends I love, and the coun- 
try I love, to a great degree, and which concern me therefore in this refpeft, 
tho’ they do fo in no other. I cannot wonder that the lame man, who has fo 
often, nay fo conftantly, facrificed the national interefl: to his avarice, his ambi- 
tion, and his fears, fliould facrifice to his paffions the peace of his mailer’s fa- 
mily, and take that opportunity to make this mailer declare a profcription 
VOL. III. PART in. 3 T againll 
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Period VII. againft all thofe who oppofe his minilter ; for thofe general words in the mef- 
1737101742. include you all, and mean no lefs. But I am furprized he Ihould fo di- 
1738. reftly, and fo perfonally, pufh things to extremity againft one who. may be his 
mafter fome time or other. Since he has done fo, he opens a fcene that may 
'be tragical to him, if it is well adted; and furely it may be well aded, when the 
principal ador is fo well difpofed. The French have a proverb which is true 
in private life, la bonne compagnie chafe la maiimife. Inverted it would be 
true likewife, ^e la mau-vai/e chajfe la bQn7ie ; but, in this cafe, it fhould feem, 
the good may have the advantage if they pleafe, fmce the others have only his 
habit for them, and fmce his reflexion is againfl: them, and makes him afhamed 
of them. A multitude of prompters will confound the ador, and deftroy all 
confiftency of behaviour and condud ; but is it impoffible then to prompt by 
concert, and, fmce his confidence is well placed, to prevail on him to liften 
to no other prompting ? The very aggravation of his little defeds by fome 
people att this' time, Ihould be the ftrongeft proof imaginable to him of the 
neceffity of correding them. In Ihort, when I confider what ufe I have feen 
and fee adually made of very uncouth caraders, I am not without hopes that 
a good ufe may be made of this. When I fpeak of prompting by concert, I do 
not mean a concert fo extended as mull be formed in fome cafes ; I mean a 
concert of a few intimately united with thofe in whom his greateft confidence 
is placed. Such a concert, conduding his condud with wifdom, induftry, 
firmnefs, and perfeverance, would 'make his caufe as powerful as you wilh it, 
and ftill more- popular, as you think it cannot fail of being. 

I am of your mind that the queen’s death mull make a great alteration in the 
inward ftate of things att court ; but this will not decide in favour of the pub- 
lick ; nor indeed any thing lefs than the power of developing to the publick the 
miftery of one of the weakeft and wickedeft adminift'rations that ever was. Such 
a concert, with fuch a perfon to figure att the head of it, might bring this about. 
I know what will be objeded ; the different charaders and views of the men 
who muft concur in bringing this about, and the fuppofed impoflibility of pre- 
vailing in thefe days againfl: a man who has the purfe in his hands. I faw much 
of the firft when I was among you; and I lamented the want of that which you 
now have,, a centre of union, a fuperior authority among yourfelves, under 
whofe influence men of diflPerent charaders and different views will be brought 
to draw better together, and your meafures being more fyftematical,. your ef- 
forts will be far ffronger, I hope irrefiftible. The'other objedion I heard every 
day made, or infinuated, during the latter part of the time I was in Britain; and 

I mull 
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I rnuft fuppofe it was urged as a reafon for fubmitting to the little tyrant who PenQdVlI. 
has domineered fo long over you ; becaufe nothing can be more abfurd in the 
mouth of men who do not fubmit, but continue to afl: againft him. For if it is 1738. ' 
impoffible to ftem the tide of corruption, and prevail againft the man who holds 
the purfe ; it is abfurd to make the attempt, and more abfurd to perfill in it. 

But I faw then, or thought I faw, that it w^as not his own ftrength, the purfe 
alone that fupported him ; and I hope you will fee this verified by his fall. 

^ * 

I return to mention a thing I forgot above. I love the chancellor much, and 
I fhould therefore be very forry to fee him become the crutch of a battered mi- 
nifter. If he has engaged to a certain degree with the Pelhams, and if the 
duke of Newcaftle’s breach with Walpole is irreconcileable, why Ihould not 
thefe circumftances be improved ? Why fliould not you cultivate fuch a coali- 
tion, being in friendfhip with one lately, and having old habitudes with the 
other ? Adieu, my friend, I am to you, and to all that belong to you, as lin- 
cerely devoted as the heart of man can malte him. 


ROBERT TREVOR TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

On the Spanijh depredations. 

(March 1738.) What your excellency has been pleafed to tell me in Walpole 
confidence, of the diverfity of opinion in the council, has raifed my curiofity Paper;., 

to fee the new anfwer. Great geniufes, I know, are fond, of maintaining pa- 
radoxes. But between your excellency and me, I cannot think the treaty of 
.1667 (the cla.ufe mentioned by la Quadra for making us participate in the 
treaty of Munfter excepted) regards his catholic majefty’s dominions in Ame- 
rica, any more than it does his Britannic majefty’s dominions in-Germany; or 
that the term contrabando can relate to cocoa, logwood, or pieces of eight, which 
is exprefsly defined by the 24th. article to fignify only ar 7 ns and warlike ftores. 

The word colonia is indeed to be found in fome general deferiptive abufes of 
this treaty ; but then it is followed by the reflriclion of ubi negotiatio ac commer- 
cintmdlo antebac tempore confue-vit. From that of 1670, la liberte de navigation . 
may be faid to be defended ; but I confefs this pofition appears to me too 
palpable, as well as too facred, to become us to condefeend to prove it by chap- 
ter and verfe ; and I would as foon quote the authority of Euclid to demon- 
flrate that two and two make four, as the terms of any treaty to evince the right 
of Britilh Ihips to a free and unmolefted paffage through the ocean. , 

oTQ, BENJAMIN 
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BENJAMIN KEENE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.. 

Regrets that the negotiation with Geraldino was concealed from hinu— Difficulty af 
treating with the Spaniards *~Defires pofitwe injlructions. 

SIR, Segovia, Augufl 2d, 1738. 

J Shall take the liberty to refer you to the literal account I fend to the office by 
this occafion, of all that has pafl'ed here, in confequence of the orders I re- 
ceived by the laft meflenger ; and fhall only by this return my humbleft thanks 
for the confidence you have been pleafed to repofe in me by the honour of 
your letter of the 2d of June, and add fome few particulars which it might 
not be proper to mention in my difpatches. 

■I am extreamly forry that it was not thought convenient to give me notice 
of this tranfaSion at its very beginning ; for tho’ I might not have been more 
fuccefsful than I am at prefent, yet Iffiould at leaft have faved you the difap- 
pointment that muft be felt upon Geraldino’s affurances falling to nothing. I 
can’t well comprehend why he defired the projefi; .might be kept fecret from 
me ; and I muft now confefs to you, that la Quadra himfelf fpoke to me about 
it whilft we were at Aranjuez, and made the fame objeftions he does at prefent., 

I replyed, that I had no knowledge of the matter ; but that if he found any 
difficulties, he would do well to acquaint his minifter with them, and empowes 
him to negociate upon the plan, and bring it to its perfeclion. But from that 
time to the arrival of my meflenger I never heard of it from home, nor from 
La Quadra, who, I fuppofe, perceiving me to be ignorant of the matter, did not 
think it worth his while to mentiqn it to me any more. 

This previous notice gave me an occafion of fpeaking very freely to monfieur 
de la Quadra, without compromifmg monfieur Geraldino. And it was in an- 
fwer to my reproaches that he pofitively told me he had wrote to Geraldino, in 
May laft, that the project would not do in the form he had fent it ; as you will 
fee in my letter to the office. To whofe account this ffiuffle muft be placed, I 
fliall not determine ; tho’ I have thrown out my thoughts upon it in my moft 
private letter to the duke of Newcaftle. 

As to monfieur Geraldino, I have ufed him as I would wilh to be on like oc- 
cafions, and have been fo tender of him as not to reply; that an account formed 
in the prefence of a Spaniflr minifter can never be faid to be formed without the 
knowledge of the Spanilh court. If Geraldino had not been fo fure of fuccefs, I 
much doubt whether, from your knowledge of jhefe people, the account would 
have been remitted hither as it was ; op at leaft fome arguirients would have been 
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fuggefted to me to fupport the parts moll liable to objedlions. You would natu- Period Vll. 
rally have fufpedled, that a court like this would never agree roundly to any 1 7 37 to 174^^ 
propofition ; but even had it been a more advantageous one, they would have 1738. 
altered it, not to fubmit to what they call laws and impq/ltions, and confe- 
quently you would have prepared againll fuch alterations. 

The great difSculty, as I conceive, conlills in this that if there be an equa- 
lity between the two nations, we lhall not have it in our power to Ihew we have 
had fatisfadrion for the fufferers, if we talk of fuch a fatisfadlion in a compro- 
mifed account, they will throw us into the old round-about way ; and if we 
infill upon an advantage in forming the account, thefe people who have lifted 
it to the bottom, will not agree to fuch advantages. And fince the fear of 
an approaching war has not engaged them to accept the plan as it came, I know 
of no argument that can be made ufe of in our favour on this head, but what 
would have hardened them in their refolutions. 

If our allov/ing their credit againll us to be fo large may have ferved as a 
lure to get t.hem to come into this method, the redudlion made from it after- 
wards, which it is impoffible to conceal from them, has wiped oft' the impref- 
fions of the former. And whatever negligences this country may have been 
guilty of in a pall reign, they who treat with them in the prefent will not find 
it eafy to blind them : and in the cafe before us, it is .plain, they have known 
how to take advantage from our large conceffions. 

I mull now fpeak a word or two about Montijo, who has had the chief hand 
in this affair. He complains that it has been carryed on in an obfeure way, and 
infinuates that Geraldino has been impofed upon. When I firfl treated with 
him upon it, “ Let me talk freely to you,’’ fays he. “ I know the lituation of 
your minillry. . Nobody loves or admires fir Robert YValpoie more than I do, 
nor endeavours more to imitate him in my little fphere. . I fee how affairs. 

Hand. We mult not prefs too hard upon your adminiftradon ; they are not all 
of the fame fentiments : if we do, d war is inevitable. But on the other fide, 
can it be expefted that we Ihould let ourfelves pafs for ignorant du}3es, as we 
mull if the convention had been figned in the way it is prefented ? The king 
has no mind to a war with England ; but do not infill upon his lofing his ho- 
nour, to preferve the peace between the two crowns.”— - Montijo thinks he has 
found out this medium ; but I acquaint him with my fears that he is much 
miftaken. ' 

Although the firll meflenger I ma^ receive after the arrival of this may bring 
me orders to retire from Spain, I have taken the liberty of recommending Mr. 

Caltres 



:o MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

eriod VII. Caftres to be a plenipotentiary, if, contrary indeed to my expeflation, that coni- 
37101742. fliould be fet on foot. Mr. Stert, I imagine, will be glad to ftay in 

173$. England, and treat with the claimants; and if any one not thoroughly informed 
of affairs fliotild be fent hither to affift me, I may poiTibly meet with as much 
trouble in putting them into a right method, as to endeavour to convince the 
Spaniards of what is reafonable. Befides, as I have frequently been indifpofecl 
of late years, and mull of neceffity know the court, when aflairs requh'e it,- as 
they perpetually do, the commiffion may be at a ftand for fome months to- 
gether, mnlefs my colleague be as well inftrufted of the nature of the com- 
mifhon as myfelf. Thefe are reafons I have not crowded into my letter to 
the duke, tho’ I.thke the liberty to mention them to you, and to beg your 
proteflion for a man of as good fenfe and as much virtue as can be met 
with. 

I have alfo. mentioned in my letters Montijo’s promifes to agree that our 
navigation in the Indies fliall be put upon a known, open, and fecure foot for 
the future ; and I perceive by him, that the method he laid down when I dif- 
patch’d a courier on the 1 7th of May, will be a little more or lefs what they 
will infift upon. Be pleafed therefore to give it a turn in your thoughts. It 
does not appear to be unreafonablc in the main. And as to our difputes about 
the limits of Florida, I coiifefs I have but a very general idea of them, and 
muft beg for clear inftruAions and orders. For it is fuch a thing to treat with 
people ^ho prefs hard towards the conclufion and determination of an affair, 
and yet npt to know how far one may yield tq good reafons, or how to fupport * 
indifferent ones for any conliderable time. 

As I flatter myfelf you regard me as a creature of your own, I am in no 
■ fears that my way of writing thus freely will offend you. Neither fliall I 
trouble you with the aflurances of my having done my utmoft on this occa- 
fion ; fince both my duty tb the publick, my regard to my own reputation, 
and my particular attention to your commands have all obliged me to exert 
the little capacity and addrefs I may be mafter of. Give me leave only to add 
the profeffions of the inviolable refped and attachment with which I have the 
honour to be, fir, &c. 


THE 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, 

DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE. 
thanks him for his kind interpoftion. — Conference •with Fitzgerald. — Firmnefs of 

fir Robert Walpole. 

MY DEAR LORD, Kenlington, Auguft2 5, 173S. 

J Muft begin with returning you my thanks for your late great goodnefs to 
me. It is impolTible to give greater marks of your particular affeftion, or of 
your undeferved regard, than you have done by the manner in which you have 
executed your kind cornmilTion. It has, I hope, anfwered your own inten- 
tions. Every thing feems well ; and, by a continuance of your advice on one 
fide, and interpofiton on the other, as well as from the inclination of both 
parties, I dare fay, it will continue fo. 

We have had our conference with Fitzgerald: he has made 'and .given in a 
compromife : there are no very material alterations, except that he refufes to 
admit, in the convention, that the libre navigation dans les Indes Occidentales- 
fliould be adjufted in the conferences felon les traitez. He infills that dans les 
Indes Occidentales Ihould be left out. Upon which fir Robert fpoke with all the 
firmnefs imaginable ; and we all told him, without that, it was in vain for him 
to expefl we fliould or could agree. He took time to confider ; and is to give 
Mr. Walpole his anfwer to-night. Sir Robert is very politive not to yield ; and 
faid, very rightly, that if we did, all the world would fay, we had given up 
our rights for 95,000 1. when we were in a condition to force them to admit 
them. I have agreed to meet you to-morrow at Peterfham at lord Harring- 
ton’s. Sir Robert and all of us beg you would not fail to be there ;, for 
to-morrow’s meeting will determine the fate of this great affair. Pray, my 
dear lord, do not fail to come. Horace begs you would be there by twelve 
o’clock. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARDWrCKE. 

On the Spanijh propofals.— ^Differs •with the Walpoles and Keene on the meaning of 

the treaties -with Spain. 

MY DEAR LORD, Claremont, Odober 173S. 

J Am ftill giving you more trouble, which, tho’ you may not like, I am per- 
fuaded you are not difpleafed with the true caufe of it. I fend you Mr. 
Reene and Caftres’s letter ; the original I have fent to fir R., I found, the other 
day, both he and Horace underllood, or feemed to underftand, that letter to 
propofe the fubllituting the treaty of 1667 to be obferved in the Well Indies 
for all Ihips within fuch a diftance. But you will find, upon confidering it, it 
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is quite otherwife. Mr. Keene does, indeed, propofe the fame method for ex- 
amining, &c. the palTeports and fea-letters ; but as to the other conditions and 
penalties, they are quite different. By the treaty of 1667, if it doth not appear, 
by the fea-letters, that there are contraband goods on board, 'no other examin- 
ation of the fhip or cargo is to be’had; if there are, nothing but the contraband 
goods. to be forfeited. .As to the firft cafe, I don’t very well fee what Keene' 
propofes ; whether the Ihip, not having a fufpeded cargo mentioned in the 
fea-letters, fhould be forthwith releafed ; but as to the latter, he exprefsly 
propofes that the lliip Ihould be declared lawful prize, if lire either has any goods 
of the Spaniflr Weft Indies, or a cargo fitt only for the Spanilh plantations : 
what that is, I am at a Iqfs to know. You will fee my thoughts in the paper of 
■confiderations upon this point, and what inflruftions I think may be fent to the 
plenipoes upon it. For, in all events, I think we fhould firft propofe the 
articles of the treaty in general, as in the draught, and then, upon the objec- 
tions of the Spaniards, admit or propofe thefe or fome other expedients. I 
fubmit the whole, moft willingly, to your better judgment ; but am of opinion 
that the inftrudions fhould go att thq feme time that we fend back the treaty, 
that it may appear that, tho’ we confented to their alterations as immaterial, 
we ftill intended to infill upon, the freedom of navigation in a proper manner. 

Burrel and Briftowe have been with fir Thomas, and afterwards with fir R. 
Briftowe, I hear, was di:^ofed to accept the cedulas. They are to ,be with 
fir Thomas to-morrow j and intend, as I am told, to afk a meeting with the 
king’s fervants. 

SIR ROBEUT WALPOLE TO LORD HARDWICKE. 

Acquaints- him with the death of fir Charles ’Turner. — Requcjls him to continue 

the deputy teller. 

Mir LOP.D, ' Hougliton, November 25, 1738, 

^TIE Ioffe of the oldefl friend and acquaintance I had in the world is the 
melancholy occafion of my giving your lordfliip this trouble. Poor fir 
■ Charles Turner, the beft of men and the beft of friends, died here, at my houfe, 
yefterday morning. He had lately been very ill ; was thought quite recovered, 
and* indeed appeared fo ; was here , two days, in all refpeds brilk and gay ; 
went to bed at ten o’clock, awak’d at twelve with ficknefs and purging, but, 
having the benefit of nature both ways, without any help or remedy, fell to 
Heep again and flept till fix, when he call’d up his man again, and in great 
fwett, order’d a clean fhirt, would get out of bed, and, in putting on his 

clothes, 
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clothes, died in his man’s arms. A fudden end to a moft valuable life j but, 
ferius aut citius. 

But it is in vain to lament his fate ; the reverfe of the medal fhows nre the 
benefit accruing to your family, ■ which I congratulate your lordlhip upon. 
And as he had a deputy in the office, a moft deferving man, whom I recom- 
mended to fir Charles for his merit, integrity, and capacity only, I had not 
patience, till he fhould make his application to me, to defer letting your lord- 
Ihip know, that you cannot do yourfelf and family a greater fervice than by 
doing the juftice to Mr. Lawton to continue him deputy teller. My manner 
of recommending him will convince your lordfhip of the good opinion I have 
of him. 

This misfortune makes a vacancy in the corporation of Lynn, which may 
put off my journey for one day longer than I intended, for 1 muft fee my prin- 
cipal friends there before I leave the country ; but I hope-to be in town on 
Eriday or Saturday at fartheft. 


1739 - 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO BENJAMIN KEENE. 

Convention approved by the cabinet council.' 

(Whitehall, January 26th, 1738-9.) You will have heard, from my office, 
that Harte the meffenger arrived on the 15th inftant with your difpatches of the 
14th N. S. tranfmitting the convention and two feparate articles figned'by you 
and monfieur de la Quadra, which I laid immediately before the king. His 
majefty having been pleafed to order them to be confidered by the lords of the 
council, I feud you inclofed a minute of their lordlhips’ humble opinion offered 
to his majefty thereupon, which the king has been pleafed to approve ; and 
the proper orders were immediately given for the exchange of the ratifications, 
which was accordingly made yefterday, by my lord Harrington and myfelf, 
with monfieur Geraldino. 

I have the fatisfadion to acquaint you with his majefty’s approbation of your 
condud in this long and difficult negotiation ; and congratulate you upon the 
fuccefs of this firft ftep towards the renewing of the good correfpondence 
between the two crowns ; which I hope will be perfeded, by the difpatch and 
good fuccefs of your commiffion, for effedually preventing for the future thofe 

VOL. in. PAKT in. 3 u ' unjuft 


Period vir. 
1737101742. 

*738. 


Waldegrave 

Papers. 


Copy. 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


5H 

Period VIL uiijuft depredations which occafioned the late mifunderftanding between them. 

11^73 7 to 174^- majefly hopes, that the ftrongeft orders will be immediately fent to 

1739* the Weft Indies for putting a ftop to thofe proceedings ; for which you will 
accordingly make the proper inftances, and acquaint his majefty’s governors 
and ofiicers in America with the fuccefs of your applications for that purpofe. 

Minutes of the council who ap^proved the cotiventlon.. 

Whitehall, January 22d, X738-9. 

Lord Archbilhop of Canterbury. Earl of Pembroke. 

Lord Chancellor. Earl of Hay. 

Lord Prefident. Lord Harrjngton. 

Lord Privy Seal. Sir Robert Walpole. 

Duke of Grafton. Sir Charles Wager.. 

Lord Chamberlain. Duke of Newcaftle. 

Duke of Devonfliire. 

Mr. Keene’s letter of January 14, N. S. tranfmitting the convention and two 
feparate articles, and a paper containing the alterations in the faid convention,, 
and feparate articles from the draught thereof, tranfmitted to Mr. Keene ; and 
monfieur la Quadra’s letter of January 10, N. S. to Mr. Keene, inclofing a 
declaration figned by monfieur la Quadra ; and the faid declaration, with Mr. 
Keene’s anfwer to monfieur la Quadra’s letter, were read. 

The duke of Newcaftle acquainted the lords, that monfieur Geraldino had 
fent him copies of the ratifications, which, he faid, he was ready to exchange ; 
and that he had received orders from his court to fend a copy of the above- 
mentioned declaration, figned by monfieur la Quadra, and fent to Mr; Keene, 
to be laid before his majefty previous to the exchange of the ratifications ; the 
receipt of which alfp, he defired, fliould be previoully acknowledged. 

The copies of the Spanifti ratifications were read. 

Their lordlhips were humbly of opinion, to advife his majefty that the 
proper direftions. ftiould be given for ratifying the faid convention, and the two- 
feparate articles, and for exchanging the ratifications. 

Their lordfhips having been acquainted with the application from the pro- 
prietors of the Ihip Sarah, taken by the garda coftas, &c. are humbly of 
opinion, that the proprietors Ihould be defired to fend their proofs, that the 
proper application may be made for fatisfaclion ; and that orders Ihould be fent 
to Mr. Keene to take the proper fteps for procuring fatisfadlion j and that the 
memorial already received fliould be tranfmitted to Mr. Keene. 


JOHN 
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JOHN ORLEBAR* TO THE REV. H. ETOUGH. 

Addrefs carried in both houfes. 

(Ruffel-ftreet, February 3d, i73S^9.) Soon after you wrote your laft; letter to 
me, you might perceive that, by the prorogation of the parliament, my anfwer 
to it muffc be fufpended till this time. The fcene open’d on Thurfday, with a 
good deal of warmth in both houfes. The particulars of the debate in the upper 
houfe I have not had fo good an account of as in the other. The addrefs was 
moved for in the houfe of lords by the duke of Portland, and feconded by lord 
Hobart. In the houfe of commons the motion w’as made by Mr. Hanbury 
Williams, and feconded by Frank Fane (who is to be in the money chair). 
The fpeakers in oppofition were Mr. Pulteney, fir William Wyndham, Mr. 
Littleton, fir Thomas Saunderfon, lord Baltimore, Mr. Waller, Shippen, and fir 
John Barnard. In this debate the merits of the convention were anticipated, 
and many hard words given to it. The fpeakers on the other fide were only 
fir Robert Walpole, Mr. Pelham, Danvers, and Jack Howe. Hie , houfe fat 
till between feven and eight. The queftion they divided upon was for leaving 
put the greateft part of the words of the motion, fo as to reduce the addrefs to 
nothing but thanks for the fpeech, and a promife to raife the fupply. The 
divifion was 141 againft czjo. The great objefl-ion againfl: the convention is, 
that the future fecurity to the trade is left to be fettled by plenipotentiarys. I 
underftand that the treaty is to be laid in a few days before the parliament. I 
apprehend the diffenters will certainly apply, but can’t find with any certainty 

whether the p e’s affair, or the civil lift, will come on or not. Sir Robert 

Walpole looks as well and as chearful as I have known him at any time. 

Ektrafis of Letters from John Orlebar to the Rev. Henry Etough, 
relating to the parliamentary proceedings on the connoention^ 

(March 3, 1738-9.) The grand debate in the houfe of lords is pretty well 
over. Tuefday was entirely fpent in hearing the merchants, and examining 
Mr. Stert ; and Thurfday in debating till eleven o’clock. Lord Cholmondeley 
moved the queftion, which was an addrefs of thanks and approbation. He fpoke, 
very well ; and it is faid in general that the whole debate was an extreme fine 
one, condufted with great dignity and decency as a national concern, and not 
perfonal or minifterial. The duke of Ar — le, who fpoke two hours, was the only 
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Period VII. one 'wlio, as I hear, took much freedom with the mlniftry. Lord Ch- 
1737101742. fpeecJi is prodigioufly applauded, as very fine and very artful. 




^ 739 - 


The divifion was of lords 


Majority - 


Prefent. 

Proxies. 

Together. 

7^ 

24 

95 

5.8 

16- 

74' 

13 

8 

21 


The fpeakers as follows 


i. Lord Cholmottdeley. 
4. Duke of Newcaftle. 
7. Bifliop of Salifbury. 
j:o. Lord Chancellor. 

13. Lord Hervey. 

15. Lord Iflay. 


Lord Talbot. 
Lord Carteret. 
Lord Romney. 

6. Lord Gower. 

8. Duke of Bedford; 
Duke of Argyle. 
Lord Lonfdale. 
Lord Chefterfield. 
Lord Bathurft. 


9 

II. 

1 - 3 ' 

14 


Lord Sc gh, you perceive, did not fpeak, but he divided with the mino- 

rity ; and fo did the duke of R — t— d, lords Berkeley, Rockingham, and 
Peterborough, and the bilhops of Lincoln, Litchfield, Gloucefter, and Oxford; 
The duke of Bolton was with the majority. This is as particular an account as 
my information enables me to fend you. I don’t find that the addrefs is printed j 
if it Ihould be, I will fend it to you. 


Etowgh (March 10, 1738-9.) I fit down to fatisfy your curiofity as far as I am at 
Papers. prefent able. The grand queftion was not determin’d in the houfe of commons 
till nine o’clock laft night. I having attended this morning at the office, (but 
no board there,) and being engaged for this afternoon with uninforming fort 
of company, cannot be very minute or particular: what I can tell you is in 
general as follows — Tuefday and Wednefday were taken up in hearing, mer- 
chants, and examining Mr. Stert : no divifion either day. Thurfday, at noon, 
the debate began in the committee. Mr. Walpole moved for addreffing the 
king to the fame purport as the addrefs .of the lords. He fpoke more than two 
hours j was feconded by Mr. Campbell, who acquitted himfelf very well. The 
debate is faid to be a very good one, and decent, except the fpeeches of three 
or four young gentlemen who took great perfonai libertys. The fpeakers 
were in this order, as it was reported to us yefterday morning by fir Thomas ; 

but 
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but I have lince heard that lord Combury fpoke, and imagine it was after Mr. 
Lindfay. 

3. Sir Thomas Saunderfon. 


1. Mr. Walpole. 

2. Mr. Campbell. 

5. Mr. How. 

6. Mr. Enight. 

8. Mr. Henry Fox. 

9. Sir Henry Lyddalle 
Mr. Pelham. 

Sir Charles Wager. 
Mr. Selwyn junior. 
Mr. Cornwallis. 

Mr. Lindfay. 
Attorney General. 
Lord Tirconnel. 


II. 

13- 

14. 

W- 

19. 

21. 

23- 


4. Lord Gage. 

7. Mr. Pitt t- 
10. Sir John Barnard. 
12. Mr. Lyttletonf. 

1 5. Mr. Grenville f. 

16. '. Mr. Shippen. 

18. Mr. Waller.. 

20. Dr. Lee. 

22. 

24, 

25 ' 


Mr. Bootle. 

Mr. Bohun f. 

Sir William Wyndham. 


2'6. Sir Robert Walpole. 

The houfe divided between twelve and one at night. The numbers were. 
Ayes 260 ; Noes 232. It is apprehended that feveral pairs went away. Mr. 
Pulteney declared that he was fo much fatigued with the attendance, that he 
could not attempt to fpeak fo late ; but intended to give his reafons for difagree- 
ing with the motion, upon the report. Accordingly he began the debate yelter- 
day, which I hear was a very hot one, and that he declared, if the motion was 
agreed to, he would quit the fervice of the houfe ; and that Mr. Sandys and fir 
William Wyndham threatened in fome meafure the like. I hear too that there 
were fome high words between the latter and fir Robert Walpole, but cannot 
make much of that report. The fpeakers yefterday, we are told, were the fol- 
lowing, but don’t know in what order they fpoke, except that Wynnington 
anfwered Mr. Pulteney exceedingly well ; and fo did fir William Yonge Mr. 
Fazakerly, and fir Robert Walpole fir William Wyndham. 


Mr. Wynnington. 
Colonel Mordaunt. 
Sollicitor-general. 

Mr. Tracey. 

Mr. Hervey. 

Lord Glenorchy. 
Lord Advocate. 

Sir William Younge. 


Mr. Pulteney.. 

Mr. Walter Plummer.. 

Mr. Erelkine, brother to late lord Marr. 
Sir Edmund Ifliam.. 

Mr. Willimot. 

Lord Baltimore. 

Mr. Ord., 

Sir John Cotton.. 
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PenodVri. 

Sir Robert Walpole.- 

Mr. Fazakerlev. 

1737101742. 


Mr. Sandys. 

^ 739 - 

The divifion was at nine o’clock 

Sir William Wyndham- 
- - - Yeas 244 



Noes 214 



Majority 30 


A great many went away in pairs. Fifteen Scotch members were in the mi- 
nority ; eleven of which they fay are generally fo ; and four placed to the duke 
of Argyle’s account. I believe I did not tell you that lord Dartmouth was in 
the majority in the houfe of lords ; nor that the duke of Leeds was for the lirfl: 
time in the minority. Lord Raymond, I think, I 'did mention in the mino- 
rity. The addrefs I may poffibiy fend you on Tuefday ; and, if I can get it, 
the lords’ proteft. I haVe not read the latter, and till I do, I am at a lofs to 
think what reafons can be given for not agreeing to that addrefs, which feems, 
on the favourite point of no fearch, to exprefs the very fenfe of the moft 
clamorous opponents. It is thought that no queflion could have been carried 
that had not been fo ftrong on that point- 

Etough (March 17, 1738-9.) I don’t know whether I mentioned lord Stanhope to 

Papers. you before. I can’t give you a fatisfaflory account of the majority being fo 
much leffen’d, or rather the minority increafed. I forget now what the 
numbers were on the divifion the firft day of the fellion ; but, I believe, if you 
compare that divifion with what was on Thurfday was fe’nnight, you will find 
that the court bad pretty near the fame numbers ; and poffibiy their numbers 
might afterwards not increafe any thing near fo much as their opponents, be- 
caufe their friends ufually attend better at firft, and the utraoft ftrength of their 
erliiemys was certainly collefted at the latter divifion, upon the afflirances that 
were given by their leaders of the certainty of their fuccefs ^if they would all 
come up ; which drew ’em all out of the country, even thofe who ufed to 
be moft backward in their attendance. This, I niuft own, does not thoroughly 
fatisfy me, becaufe, upon the efforts that were made, I ffiould think the num- 
bers muft have ertcreafed on both fides ; therefore I imagine there muft have 
been feveral members who ufually vote with the court that fell ofl' on this occa- 
fion, but have not picked up any of their names, except our countryman fir 
Roger, and Mr. Whitmore. Mr. Knight, you mention, is pretty fteady to the 
rainiftry : Mr, Bohun ,is the fame. You guefs I don’t know which is the proper 

way 
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way of writing his name. In the laft diviiion, on Friday, Sloper was afleep till Period VII. 
the houfe was begun to be told, and they would not let him go out after he ^^ 737 ^°^ 74 ^» 

was awake, fo he voted againft his inclinations ; otherwife the numbers w'ould 1739- 

have been 245 againft 213. The patriots ftick to their refolution of non- 
attendance. They ftay in town for the call, but are a difbanded people. I 
hear of none but lord Cornbury and fir John Barnard that come to the houfe, 
unlefs on private bufmefs. 

JOHN SELWYN TO THE HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 

Of the debate on the convention with Spain. 

SIR, March 10th,. 1739. 

^pHE great conteft about the convention being at leaft for the prefent deter- Sidney- 

mined, and in a way that may have farther confequences, I cannot for- Papers., 

bear troubling you, even at Midgham, with foine account of it. I ordered the 
addrefs from the houfe of lords to be fent you 5 that propofed to the houfe of 
commons is to the fame effefl:, and you ftiall have it when it has been prefented. 

They w^ere both defigned to quiet the minds of the people ; and I own I think 
they Ihould have that effedt, fince they obviate the objedtions made to the con- 
vention. But I mention them now only to infoira you upon what we debated. 

Mr. Horace Walpole opened the debate on Thurfday morning at half an hour 
after eleven, with a full and clear explanation of the convention ; and after 
■having fpoke two hours and a quarter, but fo well that few people thought him 
tedious, concluded with the motion for the addrefs, and was feconded by Mr. 

Campbell of Pembrokefhire, who did as well as Mr. Walpole left him room to 
do. Sir Thomas Sanderfon began the oppofition with a great deal of pompous 
nonfenfp. My lord Gage, Mr. Knight, Mr. Bootle, fir John Barnard, fir 
Charles Wager, Mr. Bohun, Mr. Greenville, Mr. Lyttleton, and many others 
whofe names you would be tired of reading, all fpoke. Mr. Pitt fpoke very 
v/ell, but very abufively, and provoked Mr. Henry Fox and fir Henry Lid- 
dall both to anfwer him ; and I think that fir Henry, fpeaking entirely from the 
honefty of his heart, did honour both to himfelf and thofe with whom he voted. 

Sir Robert Walpole, in anfwer to fir William Wyndham, ended the debate at 
half an hour after twelve at night: then we divided, and our numbers were, 
for 260, againft 232. Mr. Pulteney, not having fpoke that day, opened the 
debate on Friday about one upon the report.. His fpeech was merely inflam- 
matory, and in it he took leave of the houfe. Mr. Sandys did the fame, and. 
after many very indifferent performances of other people, fir William Wynd- 

15 ham 
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ham got up about nine at night, and, after a very eloquent invective, declared 
the parliament a faSion, and took leave too. Sir Robert Walpole anfwered 
him, by expofing the indecency of fuch a behaviour and of fuch language, for 
which people had been fent to the Tower ; and concluded the debate about ten. 
We divided again, and our numbers w^ere 244 and 214 ; many people being 
abCent, and moft of them upon bargain. Old Sloper fell afleep, and was 
counted with the minority. The prince attended the gieateft par t of both days, 
and declared, 4 hat fince a national point could not be carried, he would drop 
his own. Agreeably to the refolution of the three gentlemen whom I have 
named, and in conjunction with them, the whole party have agreed to come 
no more to parliament. It is the opinion of the miniftry that fir William 
Wyndham intended to be fent to the Tow'er j it is alfo faid, they all hope to be 
taken into cuftody at the next call, and not to make fubmiffion ^ but how far 
they will carry this, and what will be the event of it, time mufl fhew. 

With great injuftice to colonel Mordaunt, I forgot to fay that he fpoke yef- 
terday extremely well. The duke of Argyle got the duke’s Campbell from. us. 

JOHN SELWYN TO THE HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 

P Lirliamcntary debate on the diffsnters' hill. 

(April 7, 1739.) Sir Robert’s fpeech, without one word to the merits of the 
queftion upon the unfitnefs of the time, and in the way of humour upon the 
Tories not coming to defend the church, was a very good one ; and lord 
Heaton’s brother was not bad upon thofe who were then miffing, though their 
great abilities had often been the fupport of the church, particularly one gentle- 
man, who formerly brought in the bill againft the damnable fm of fchifm. 

BENJAMIN KEENE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. ' 
Laments the infatuation of the Engliflo . — /// (fiedls of the South Sea Companfs con- 
dudl. — Prejudices of Spain. — Acknowledges the infoi'mation received from his 
letters. 

Madiid, April 24, <759. 

^OULD any thing encreafe the fenfe I have of your lingular goodnefs for 
me, it would be the letter you were pleafed to write me of the 1 9th paft 
by the lafl; melfenger, whilfl; you were fcarce gotten out of the hurry and con- 
fufion that the moft pernicious malice could raife againft the late tranfaCIions. 
As to my own part, I muft take the liberty to confefs to you that this fingle in- 
ftance of the height of the folly and madnefs a fenhble nation may be puffi’d 

to 
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to againft its evident intei'eft, is fufficient to diiguft nie againfl; all publick bufi- Period VII. 
nefs for the future. But I would not have you think from hence that I am f 73 7 to 1 74^» ., 
capable of making a bad profpeS: ftill.worfe, for want of patience and refolu- 1739 * 
tion in going thro’ the remaining part of the work, however convinced I may 
be that there is fcarce one circumftance that could poffibly prevent the fuccefs 
of the future negociation but what actually exifts in its full force. 

As I have been very explicit in my letters to the office upon our prefent fitu- 
ation here, I have nothing in particular to trouble you with on that head. I 
have nothing better to write, and I believe you will think I can have nothing 
worfe. It is fome years fince that I both thought and wrote that the South 
Sea Company’s affairs, and particularly this money difpute, would throw the ad- 
miniflration under confiderable difficulties. Every fet of direftors has been 
fhifting off the bad day upon their fucceffors ; and when they could hold it out 
no longer, they took refuge in a general court, and by providing for their own 
fecurity, or rather for avoidiiig a little clamour, they have, I fear, put the com- 
pany’s affairs into an irretrievable condition. Had the laft general court been 
fomewhat more pliable, and the temper of our nation allowed of the retreat of 
our fleet, and thereby prevented the prefent ill-nature in this, we might have 
had an appearance of getting fomething tolerable about our navigation in 
America, and matters at leafl would have gone on fmoothly during our con- 
ferences, and fome favourable accident might have happened in the eight months 
providentially to our affiftance. But as the company is fliff, Spain will not 
be lefs fo ; and one may be fure that a court, who not many years fmce de- 
clared all its treaties with the greater powers in Europe null and void by a Angle 
declaration, will not be over-fcrupulous in executing her Iq/i in fufpending a 
company they abominate to fuch a degree, that if their agent' was not the king’s 
minifter, he would not have accefs to any of the Spanifh minifters, to fpeak a 
Angle word upon their concerns. It is with the company as with the reft of 
the nation ; no minifter can poffibly -pleafe them, till they are happy enough to 
be an over-match to all the powers in Chriftendom, and oblige them to give us 
all we want, and refufe them all they defire, be it juft or not. 

I return my humbleft acknowledgements for the hint you are pleafed to give 
me about my own conduft with the Spanifh plenipotentiarys in taking matters 
ad referendum ; and I muft beg of you not to deprive me of your private letters, 
under the leaft apprehenfion that I may be tempted to afl: in a manner different 
from my orders, in confequence of any expreflion they may contain.- On the 
contrary, they always explain the loofe general expreffions office letters are 
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Period VII. ufually compofed of. And, tho’ it is not neceflary, I muft beg leave to affure 
■t 7 37 to 174^- you, that every fmgle paper I ever had^the honour to receive from you in your 
1739. own hand, is kept apart, in order to be burnt the moment 1 {hall fet out from 
Madrid for England or elfewhere. 

Upon the whole, fir, I hope nothing will be done here that may makS me 
forfeit the honour of your proteftion ; fmce with it I mull take the liberty to add, 
my private affairs are full in as bad a way as my public ones. But in all cafes 
i will endeavour to give you the moll convincing proofs of the fidelity and 
attachment, &c. 

LORD EOLINGRROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

Averts that the Britijh minijlry ar& defiroiu to negotiate ’with Spam, through the 
mediation of France.— Condemns the augmentation of troops. — Approves the 
fecejfion, and exhorts the oppqfition to perfevere. — Declines writing any more 
in the caiife of oppofttion. — Commends the condudi of the prince. — Difcordant 
•views of the whigs and tories. — Bitterly arraigns the character and condudi of 
ftr Robert Walpole. 

Effremont (July the 23 d, 1 739 -) I have fettled myfelf in the fame habitation, after 
1 more than two months of filly and teazing negociation, and after apprehending 

more than once, that I Ihould have nc fettlement at all. My leafe is for the 
live of a widow, or the term of her widowhood. She will not marry, I think, 
becaufe fhe would lofe by it the beft part of a fmall revenue ; and tho’ fhe be 
younger than I am, Ihe is old enough not to be courted for her beauty. The 
tranquillity you wifli me, my dear fir William, I think I lhall have j my mind 
is tempered for it. Few things give me regret, fewer fear ; and the objefts 
that could principally affedt me with trouble are att a dillance : I fee them im- 
perfedlly, I hear them faintly. 

I have not been, nor am, in the way of political information ; but, as far as 
I know, there is no reafon to alter the opinion I was of in England concerning 
the part this government would adt, if the obffinacy of Spain drove things to a 
rupture^ and you took up arms purely to repel ufurpation, injurys, and infults, 
and to affert a plain and inconteflable right, which the French claim as well as 
you, to a free and independant navigation. It is faid, that your minifters afk 
to negociate with Spain, under the cardinal’s mediation *, and that he accepts 
it. I dare to fay he would not fuffer this right on the part of France to be 

* This affertion was ungrounded 5 France offered her mediation, but England rejefted it. 
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made a matter of treaty. But if you, will make it fuch on your part, it is not 
a mediator’s duty to hinder you. The great augmentation of your land forces 
makes no impreffion ; people wonder what you mean. He that Ihould fay, 
you have an invafion to fear, would be laughed att almoft as much as he that 
Ihould fay, you meant to chafe guarda coftas with horfe, foot, and dragoons. 
What then do your government mean ? I believe you or I could anfwer the 
queftion better than any foreign politician. 

The account you gave me in your’s of a converfation with our friend P. did 
not furprife me ; it only renewed an afflidion I have often felt on the fame 
account ; for, tho’ I love the man, tho’ I look on myfelf to be perfedlly indif- 
ferent to him, the ftep * he was fo fond of, and grew tired of fo foon, is the 
only one that you could take of any meaning' or tendency ; if it is fupported 
decently but ftrongly, foberly but refolutely, it muft have a good effedt. If it 
is not fupported fo, the cafe will be as bad', wdth a little more diflionour to par- 
ticular men, as if it had not been taken. In one cafe, and in the other, the 
plain and necelfary confequence would have been, or is, to leave the honour, 
interell, and conftitution of their country at the mercy of an avowed fadlion, 
with the moft profligate man in the nation att the head of it. Such a remon- 
ftrance as he mentioned would be, no doubt, a proper, one of the propereQ: 
meafures that^could be taken to juftify and fupport the feceffion. But what 
then does he mean by faying, it would ruin the whig party ? The whig fadlion 
it might break ; and what has he, and yoii, and every honeft man, meant by 
the oppofition you have carried on, and by your coalition, but to break the 
whig and tory faftion both ? The whole body of the wliiigs muft be re-united, 
he fays ; and this great ineafure, of the city remonftrance, muft be executed 
by the torys alone. I forbear any remarks on' a difcourfe as wild as a dream. 
Surely, a man of his parts muft be fafcinated, as you fay, to talk in fuch a ftile. 
I hear he has talked of fomething he expefts from me ; but I have defired he 
may be told, that I will write nothing. He thought my very name and pre- 
fence in England did hurt. What hurt then would the bare fufpicion do, that 
a paper, defigned to explain and juftify the feceffion, and to point out the 
true end of it, came from me Since you are all feparated, I am willing to 
hope that it is to hold feparately the fame language,, and to purfue the fame 
meafures att once in different places j and that your feparation will continue 
no longer than is necefl'ary for this purpofe. Any thing of the kind you expedt 
will have its effedl, perhaps, more ftrongly after the minds of men are fo pre- 
pared ; and I need fay nothing of it to you here, becaufe you will hear of it 
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another way ; and I think no one but you fhould hear of it any way, till it; 
appears without any pofSbIe notices of the quarter from whence it comes. 

I own to you, that this frefli mark of uniformity of fentiment and fteadinefs 
of conduft, in a certain perfon *, gives me great pleafure, and the more be- 
caufe the attack was made by furprize : keep him right for his fake, for your 
own, and for your country’s fake. In all events the weight of that perfon 
muft be greater every day, if he confirms, in the opinion of mankind, his cha- 
rafter of fteadinefs and truth. Adieu, dear fir, take this to be the fpeech of a 
departed friend, who writes to you from another world, who had fome expe» 
rience of the world, and who takes no farther interefl; in it^ befides that of a 
concern for his living friends. 

Of all the caufes of your prefent publick misfortunes, which are eafy to be 
traced, a principal one is this ; The Avhigs have always looked on the pro- 
teftant fucceffion, and the torys on the reftoration of the Stewarts, as fure 
means to throw the whole power of the government into the hands of one or 
the other of them, and to. keep it there. I am confident the latter would have 
found themfelves deceived.: the former were encouraged and confirmed by the 
weak conduifr of my lord Oxford ; by the earafters of the late and prefent 
king, different indeed, but fuited to their purpofe ; and by the abfurd be* 
haviour of the torys, which no experience can cure. Thus party has become 
faction, diftinguiflied no longer by principle, whatever may be reprefented, 
but by perfonal attachments *. Had great men been att the head of the ruling 
fadion, your libertys had been loft without a chance to fave them. Their 
caraders would have impofed, and a fuccefsful adminiftration might have 
hindered men from feeing the invafions made on liberty. Walpole’s' caradef 
could impofe on no man. All the power, and all the wealth of Britain has 
not been able to deck him out with a little dignity, nor to procure hiin comr 
raon refped. A naiTow capacity, good as far as it extends, but confined to 
theloweft and worft arts, to the: tricks of domeftick government, has rendered 
his adminiftration one of the wickedeft and weakeft, the moll hateful, and the 
moft contemptible that our nation ever faw; and thus many chances to 
redeem yourfelves from his tyranny, and to reftore good government, have 
been created : the laft, that which I hope ftill fubfifts, is the faireft that any 
-'infatfiated rainifter could give againft himfelf. His male adminiftration ap- 

* Thefe affertions are a full and ample refutation of his much laboured Treatife on the 
State of Parties at the Acceffion of George the Firft, and‘ fuEy demonftrate the abfuidity of any 
attempt to reconcEe the two leading parties. 
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ed fo flagrant, that faction could not fave him without avowing fa&ion. 
pulled olF the raaflc ; att leaft, you fliewed mankind the turpitude of this 
:eeding, and you appealed to the nation ; for your feceffion is fuch an 
;al, or it is the moft pompous nothing I ever faw or heard of. To go back 
1 this, would be to admit what you have appealed againft. For your own 
s, and for the Take of your country, you muft go forward. You may do 
y the ftrongeft and moft irreproachable meafures ; you may bring the dif- 
; to fix on this Angle point, the perfonaTintereft of Walpole, in the eyes of 
whole kingdom. If you perfift, it muft reft there att laft, 'and there is not 
an of fpirit left in Brit^, if it can reft there longt 

IE EARL OF WALDE GRAVE TO THE DUKE. OF NEWCASTLE;. 

’ cardinal offers to guaranty the immediate payment of the 95,000 /. fro 7 n Spatni, 
ovided the Englijh fquadron is withdrawn from the 'Mediterranean. — Declined,' 

MY LORD, Paris, Auguft 15, 1739. 

HE importance and great fecrecy of the contents of this letter oblige me ter Walpole anJi 
niake.ufe of my own handj and to fend it to your grace direftly. Being- 

day before yefterday, at Iffy, talking, in my ufual manner, with the car* _ — 

al upon the prefent times, and reprefenting to him, in the ftrongeft manner 
Duld, that the only way to fhorten the war between his majefty and Spain; Draught,. . 
5 for him not to meddle in it ; he made me a pretty extraordinary con- 
duce, of which 1 am to give your grace- an account. Before I begin the 
ation,. it is neceffary to obferve to your grace, that, in order to keep the- 
dinal in ignorance of what I write, or niay now and then prefume to advife,- 
this jundlure, Lproteft to him I am as much for peace as he can be, pro- 
led we can get a falvo for our honour, and reparation for our injured 
operty ; and he feems fo fatisfied with what I tell him in this fenfe, that he 
:quently alks my private opinion as to fUeans to make up the difference ; and 
is in fuch kind of difeourfe that I have often opportunitys of making judg- 
ent of his intentions. 

It was. in a difeourfe of this nature that he mentioned the French king’s 
terpofition, and his propofing and becoming anfwerable to the refpedlive 
mrts for the 95,000!. and for the withdrawing of our fquadronsi Your 
.-ace has feen, in other letters of mine, how I have treated this matter ; and 
have fince received, with great pleafure, from your grace, an account of his 
lajefty’s gracious approbation of what I have done on that fubjed. Tho’ he 
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Period VII. feemed beat out of that project meerly on my opinion, that it would be time 

1737101742. think of it, yet, when I faw him laft, he refumed the fubjeft, not, as he 

1739. faid, from himfelf, but from fuggeftions from Holland ; and, in order to con- 
vince me it was fo, injoining me to the ftrifteft fecrecy, he pulled a fmall letter 
,out of his drawer, and read part of it, faying, it was from one of the moft con- 
fiderable men in Holland, who was of opinion, that if his eminency propofed the 
payipent of the 95,000 ,1. and becoming guaranty for it, and the withdrawing 
of our fleet, both within a fhort and limited fpace, the war might ftill be pre- 
vented. This I faw was underlined. The cardinal then read o'i’'er a little to 
Tiimfelf, and coming to another underlined place, he read aloud, and it was to 
this effeft: that Spain might fend out her flotilla under convoy of a French 
fquadron of men of war, and that the Englilh would not attack them. This 
feemed afferted as a matter out of difpute. Whether it was exaSly fo in the 
letter, or turned fo by the cardinal, I cannot pretend to fay. 

The cardinal then lookt fully on me to alk what I thought of it. I begait 
with the firft propofition, and abufed the author, whoever he was, that cou’d 
be ftupid enough to imagine we ihould fo much as liften to fuch a propofal. I 
urged all the proper reafons that occurred to me on the fubjeft ; and the car- 
dinal allowed I was in the right. He alked me what I thought on the 2d part, 
about a French 'efcort to the flotilla. I faid, his Dutch correfpondent mull be 
a very odd one to imagine fuch an expedient ; that I did not pretend to be 
verfed enough in maritime laws to fay., what might be prefcribed in fuch cafes, 
or if any. cafe of this nature had ever exifted but that I fliould be forry to fee 
one ftarted now ; that I was perfuaded a proper regard would be fhewn, on all 
occafions, to the French flag ; but that, at the firft afpefl:, I thought a neutral 
fquadron, protefling the goods and effects of an enemy, could be lookt upon 
but as ah auxiliary to the enemyj hired by the enemy for that purpofe, and 
Gonfequently ought, by the rules of war, to be treated as an enemy, and adled 
againft as fuch, if he fhould, in the open feas, pretend to oppofe our taking 
our enemy’s effefts. I mentioned the cafe of a majority in number of ah 
enemy’s fubjeRs on board a neutral fhip deftroying the neutrality of fuch fliip, 
and making it lyable to be taken ; concluding from thence, that the majority 
of power and ftrength ought .to have the fame effeft. The cardinal turned it 
off as an odd projeft which he did not think of putting in execution ; and that 
what he threw out was more to convince me of there being more difpofitions 
in Holland to peace, than to join with us in this war againft Spain. 


Your 
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Your grace "Vi’ill eafily believe that I was very curious to find out who this Period VII. 
famous letter came from, and to whom it was writ ; for, by the ftile, it was ^^737*^° ^74^- 
not writ to his eminency. I fufpefted immediately, and I am perfuaded, the 1739 - 
letter was wrote to Van Hoey, and by him left with the cardinal. If my eyes 
did not fail me exceedingly, it was figned Lynden. The carafter is fmall, and 
I had but a glimps on the turning over a Iheet, for the cardinal feemed 
exceedingly cautious left I Ihould look upon his paper, and I was as carefull 
not to give him any caufe of fufpicion. I know this monfieur de Lynden is 
great with Van Hoey, and carryes on a private correfpondence with him. 

Your grace will be better able, from the knowledge you may have of his dif- 
pofitions, to judge whether he is a likely perfon to infpire and advife notions 
fo contrary not only to our intereft, but to the mutual welfare of his ma- 
jefty and the States, whofe intereft -feem at this junfture infeparable from 
one another. I am perfuaded I need not put your grace in mind of the 
delicacy of this -intelligence, the manner I .came by it, the poffibility that my 
eyes may have deceived me, and the probability that nobody elfe could kndw 
of the letter but myfelf, make it of the utmpft confequence at this time, and in 
my ftation, that I Ihould not be fufpedted. Few things go to Holland but 
what Fenelon finds out and writes back here. Your grace’s prudence will, I 
dare fay, obviate all my fears. I gave a hint of this, by the poft, to Mr. 

Walpole, without naming, names. Your grace will lee, by the inclofed copy 
of my letter to his excellency, what I fay to him on the fubjeft. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

General Jiate of affairs in regard to Spain csM France. — Urges hm to continue at 

the Hague, 

'MY DEAR BROTHER, London, Auguft 3— 14, 1739. 

OU cou’d not expect, whilft I was in the country, that I Ihou’d have any Walpole 

thing worth troubling you with ; nor had I any opportunity of reading P^peis, 

your difpatches untill I came to town ; and, upon the perufal of them, I have 
nothing to offer, but to lament the melancholly fituation of the country where 
you are, which may immediately affeft their belt friends, and muft finally 
involve them in all the confequences which may arife from the impotent or in- 
dolent fpirit which governs all the councils there. You will learn, by the 
accounts that are fent you from the office, how matters ftand with us in Spain 
and France, where they are both fully apprifed, by what has happened, that our^ 
fleets are under hoftile orders with regard to S^ain. Mr. Haddock’s flopping 
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riod VII. and fearching the French ftiip going into Gales, and taking his letters from 
^ (without committing the leaft violence of any other kind,) which has been 

1739. complain’d of by the cardinal to lord Waldegrave, proves his orders are to 
flop and feize every Spanillr veffel going into or coming out of Gales. Ogle’s 
cruifing with four large Ihips upon the coafts of Spain, and Vernon’s being 
order’d to continue for fome time in thofe feas with nine men of war, plainly 
denote the nfes and fervices which thefe fquadrons are defign’d for ; and as 
the Azogues and Buenoes-Ayres Grips are daily expedled home, it cannot mifs 
obfervation, that they may probably fall in with fome of our fquadrons, 
whether they are order’d into Gales or the Bay of Bifcay ; of this they are 
fo fenfible in Spain, that Mr. Keene, in his laft letter, fays, they are under the 
greateft apprehenfion for the Azogues in Spain 3 and the Spanilli merchants 
here in London have offered 30 per cent, for infurance, which they can no 
ways procure ; and this is a certain fad. 

The cardinal has, in one of his ufual converfations to lord Waldegrave, 
mentioned the Azogues as an aftair he hopes we will not think of, but not as 
a matter of form, but purely confidential to lord Waldegrave 3 he declares 
himfelf under no engagement with Spain, but ftrongly infinuates what we may 
apprehend if we attack Spain. The letters that came from France this week, 
go further in that ftile than ever ; and I think it ripens apace. 

Cambis is expedted here very fuddenly, and I think his orders will open the 
whole fcene ; for I imagine he will have orders to infill that we lhall neither 
take the Azogues nor flota, or galeons coming home, nor flop the flota that 
is now preparing to go out, which France, as the cardinal has already faid, has 
fo great a fhafe in, that they cannot fuffer the wealth and treafure of France to 
be taken, tho’ on board Spanifh Ihips. lu fhort, we live here in daily expeft- 
ation to hear that the Azogues are either got in or taken ; and it feems as if 
the latter was not thought the leafl probable. By the intelligence from 
■loi (]Bufly 3 , it is exprefsly faid that Fenelon has orders to propofe to the 
. States a joint mediation with France, between us and Spain. Surely they will 

not immediately accept the office of mediators, to put themfelves out of the 
capacity of allies. 

But, as this grand affair feems now to draw to a hidden crihs, forgive me 
if I think you fhould not . leave your prefent fladon, for fome weeks at leafl^ 
untill it is more certainly feen what we are to expedl. To leave an embaffy, 
.where you have been fo long employ’d, a little abruptly, at this critical hour, 
may not be thought fo right 5 and it may fo happen, that you yourfelf wou’d 
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■wifli to be in Holland again, at the time of the final decifion of what part the 
Dutch will atl. I do not mean to carry this any further than to the end of 
this fummer, by which time it will be feen what mull be expefted. This way 
of reafoning has prevented my faying any thing to the king about Mr. Trevor, 
for I cannot think you will repent fpending Augufh and September where you 
are. The parliament will certainly meet this year in November, before which 
time I fliou’d be very forry not to have you here. When the time comes, I will 
certainly do my utmofi: to do Mr. Trevor the bell fervice I can. 

This letter is endorfed, in fir Robert Walpole’s hand, 

“ Paper from Spain by Mr. K.” 

It contains z. good jujification of Spain. 

It was probably written to Blr. Keene by one of the Spanilh minifters, and 
fent by him to fir Robert Walpole. 

(Sir,) The experience of the evils caufed by the war, teaches us to know Walpole 

and defire the advantages of peace. But it is a fchool where our leffons are dear Papers, 

bought and cruel. And the bare name of peace has fomething in it fo fweet and 
agreeable to human nature, that it is to be fought for and coveted without feel-, 
ing the miferies of fo calamitous an inftrudion. War being (according to the 
opinion of all prudent perfons) a work of neceffity, and not merely of our 
wdll, I have never been able to comprehend, to this day, what neceffity could 
drive your brave nation to declare a war, which all impartial people have 
thought to be far from a neceflary one. 

The complaints of both nations were reciprocal. Each of them accufed the 
other of infults. And if the Spaniards had the liberty of making fpeeches in 
the prefence of their fovereign, they would not want ' eloquence to prove the 
juftice of their caufe. Your merchants, by ftudied declamations and artful 
difeourfes, reprefent the excelTes of our guarda coftas to be much greater than 
they are : but they conceal, dilfemble, or diminilh the abnfes they are guilty of 
in our commerce. They bawl out againfl; the unjuft depredations of the 
Spaniards : they feign, I know not what Jlaverks and cruelties co7nmittcd upon ' 
their failors, without exprejfing any circumfiaiices of time, place, and occafion, which 
are generally lookt upon as neceffary means to procure relief and credit to any 
ajfcrtions whatfoever. • 

I cannot doubt, fronr your ingenuous temper, that if we could as freely com- 
municate our thoughts to one another as we have formerly done, you muft 
allow, that what vexes your merchants moft is, that the Spaniards will not let 
VOL. 111. PART III. 3 Y . ' them 
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Period VII. them have their full liberty to carry on a contraband trade, by which they gain 
1737101742. immenfe riches. The unruly paffion they have for thefe unjufl; gains, 
1739. makes them defpife the other advantages, tho’ very great ones, which the 
friendihip of the Spanifh nation has all along granted to them. Were it not 
notorious to the world, what is meant by the cry of free navigation', one 
might believe that the Spaniards were publick violators of the law of nations.. 
In fuch a manner do your dextrous popular orators in parliament exagerate 
thefe matters. But neither they themfelves, nor their auditors, in the warmth 
of their attempts to get from us all they defire, can poffibly be ignonait of fuch 
points, in our favour, as they think proper to bury in filence-. 

But, let that be as it will, when the fovereigns of both crowns were treating 
\t?ith zeal and good faith, in order to adjuft the refpedlive differences between 
their fubjeSs, according to reafon and equity, to make fatisfadtion for their 
lolTes ; to quell their complaints ; to eftablilh their ancient treaties j and to pre- 
vent diforders for the future ; what neceffity was there to abandon an amicable 
convention, already figned and ratifyed, to fubftitute in its place the declar- 
ation of a cruel war ? How much lefs deftrudliv'e and expenfive would the 
preferving the peace have been to your nation ? How much more profitable 
would our friendfliip have been to you, always of great advantage to your 
trade, even allowing the vexations you pretend to receive from the Spaniards 
to have fome foundation of truth ? 

The war we are at prefent engaged in, according to my poor opinion, is the 
moll proper means imaginable to weaken and diftrefs both the contending 
parties ; whilll the other powers that look on gather the fruit of our dilfen- 
tions. But I cannot comprehend how your nation, by the method Ihe pro- 
pofes, can effeAually fecure the advantages in her trade that fee afpires at, 
and to do herfelf that juftice which fee fays Spain has refufed her. Various 
are the fuccelfes of war, and no one knows the party that the elements them- 
felves may take. Their rage mull have the worft effedt upon thofe who are 
moll expofed to their power. The princes, our neighbours, keep themfelves 
in a profitable Hate of indifference, becaufe our mutual deftrudlion is their 
intereft; but if they fee that fortune favours your arms, they will become 
jealous of you, and be more adtive in taking proper precautions againft your 
fuccefs, than in pitying and preventing our difgraces. They will then turn 
their thoughts how to quaffi your pride and opprefs your power ; and if they 
feall not be able to reap the fruits of your vidlories for themfelves, they will, 
at leall, endeavour to hinder you from enjoying them. 


Spain 
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Spain is not deftitute of means to procure friends and allyes ; and its in- Period V 
habitants are fo nice of their honour, that they will prodigally, and without 
the lead: referve, contribute their treafures, and even their eftates, to revenge 1739. 

themfelves, and chaftife your haughtinefs. Ruinous as this may prove to 
them, they will think all well employed to fee ymu humbled. England does 
not want very powerfuil rivals and competitors, who will look upon your Ioffes 
as fo much gained to themfelfes, and as their own Ioffes whatever fucceffes 
you may have in your prefent undertakings. Of this fort we lhall certainly 
find fome who are well-difpofed to enter into operations againft you, particu- 
larly if we allure them with the fame advantages that have encreafed your 
power to the pitch it is. 

At leaft, in this ill-judged war, can you deny that, over and above the lofs 
you muff neceffarily fuftain from the interruption of your commerce with us, , 
and the difficulties and danger you meet with in carrying on that with other 
powers, you are obliged to expend immenfe firms of money which you will not 
repay yourfelves. And even when, by the help of thefe treafures and the 
fuccefs of your arms, you fhall have made many rich prizes and great con- 
quefts, you muft, at laft, make reftitutibn of them ; becaufe the other powers 
will oblige you to it : and you muft grant it, either out of love or necelfity of 
a peace, without which your trade itfdf will turn to your difadvantage ; and 
you had better abandon it than pay fo dear for preferving it. 

Your houfes of parliament, that make fuch loud complaints againft the 
Spaniards, and impute feveral crimes to them that never can be proved, why 
do they forget the juft pretenfions of Spain, and the promifes of his Britannick 
majefty ? Does the ufurpation of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, continued for fo 
many years, give lefs motives of complaint than the pretended Ioffes of your 
merchants ? Are the damages they have fuffered greater than thofe caufed by 
that ufurpation ? There never can be %folid and durable peace between Spain 
and England as long as Gibraltar and Port Mahon are under the Britilh 
dominion ; nor can La Florida be in any fafety as long as the new colony of 
Georgia is allowed to fubfift. Another obftacle to peace is, the Affiento treaty, 
and the annual fhip, W'hich is of fo univerfal prejudice to our commerce. But 
if Gibraltar and Port Mahon were once reftored to Spain ; the new colony 
demolilhed ; the Affiento treaty annulled ; and the huts, built near the, Bay of 
Campeachy, taken away ; then, and then only can the important and falutary 
end of a fincere and lafting peace be procured between the two powers. But 
as it is juft'thgt the benefits and advantages of peace ftioold be reciprocal on 
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Period VII. both fides, Spain might yield to England a free navigation to and from its 
■t 737 t°i 742 | colonies, under Tome proper precautions,- to prevent an illicit commerce in the 
1739. Spanifli Weft Indies. Spain likewife might coiifent, in acknowledgement of 
the reftitution of the above-mentioned places ; the demolition of the colony of 
Georgia ; and the annulling the Afliento treaty, to a proportionate equivalent 
in money, to be paid on the effefts of the flotas and galleons, on their arrival 

in Spain, confidered for the term of years, at the rate of — per cent, on 

all forts of effefrs they bring. Spain likewife might yield up to England the 
right that the Guipufcuans, Bifcayners, and other fubjecls of his catholick-ma- 
jefty have to the cod-filhing at Nev,Toundland ; and, after all, re-eftablifli again 
the convention at the Pardo ; and fliew all poffible condefcenfions to the 
demands of the Englifli 3 making, for this end, a clear and fpecifick treaty of 
peace, and another treaty of commerce. 

If your prince, in virtue of his royal word, and in attention to our notorious 
juftice, would think ferioully upon the reftitution of thofe places, and on the reft 
of the foregoing articles, I am certain that he would find the Spanifli miniftry 
in. the beft difpofition imaginable to treat and conclude an accommodation fo 
much to the advantage of your trade, that you fliould want nothing that you 
could reafonably afk for. And, for procuring this great and good end, there 
is no occafion for mediators and guarantees ; the good faith and mutual equity 
of the parties concerned would be fufficient of themfelves. I thought proper 
to infinuate this my idea to you, as conducive to, the tranquillity of mankind, 
and agreeable to the profperity of two nations, who fuffer as much by their 
diflenfion, as they gain by a mutuaU good underftanding. Peace would foon 
repair our loflfes, and turn the expedations of our rivals into feoff and 
ridicule. ‘ . 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Cannot prevail on the king to appoint Mr. Trevor plenipotentiary. — TMbarraJfnienH 
on that occafion. — Arrival of the Azogues. 

MY DEAR BROTHER, Chelfea, Auguft ai, 1739. 

J fcarce know what to add upon the fubjed of Mr. Trevor ; for I am very 
fure all that can be laid to the king, at prefent, will fignify nothing ; for I 
have truly faid and reprefented every thing that has been fuggefted to me, or 
cou’d occur to me, in the beft and ftrongeft manner I am able j but all to no 
purpofe. But I find, by a long converfation this day with Mr. Trevor, and 
the great pains he took to convince me of the reafonablenefs of his demand* 
■ , • . that 
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that he fuppofes there is fomething ftill wanting, on my part, that might make 
this matter fucceed ; which, I give my word, is in no degree the cafe. This 
brings it to a fhort point, for Mr. Trevor to determine what he will do ; and 
upon this I have told him my opinion but too plainly ; but now I think you 
become a little concerned in the immediate decilion of this queftion ; for I am 
afraid every body will be of opinion it is impoffible for you to leave the Hague 
before fomebody or other is there to relieve you ; at this junflure, it can be 
nobody but Mr. Trevor that can do the bulinefs. But this confideration ' will, 
juft now, have no other effeO: upon the king, but to make him very angry 
with Mr. Trevor, and order us to think immediately upon fomebody elfe ; and 
the refult of the whole will finally, wfith the king, fall upon jmu j which 
I think Mr. Trevor Ihould not bring upon you. Dear Horace, conlider it 
well ; for if Mr. Trevor is refolv’d to make his ftay never fo Ihort, it feems to 
me he has no option, juft now, but to comply with the king’s terms, and leave 
his future fate to a more favourable feafon; And until this point is fettled, 
any orders about the yacht will too niuch difturb us at Kenftngton, and may 
occafion foraething difagreeable. 

We had before heard of the refufal of the trinkets In Denmark, by a manner, 
you know of, but reprefented in a very different light, as if rejefted with fome 
fcorn and refentment. Mr. Titley will do well to return them by fome favour- 
able opportunity, but lord Baltimore feems a very improper hand, and will 
afford matter of much ridicule, if explained in St. Janies’s fquare. 

You will have heard of the arrival of the Azogues at St. Anderp ; there is 
reafon to believe that there are tw'o Ihips ftill af fea, with a pink from Buenoes 
Ayres, and a very rich Ihip from Vera Cruz notice is fent to our cruifers of 
this intelligence,, but we have heard nothing from any of them fince they were 
upon their ftations. Lord Harririgton will fend you an account of a very fad 
tranfaffion of the king of Sweden. What is to be done? Is the king of 
Pruffia to be fpoke to ? If it is advifeable,, who can be fent, or who- would 
care to go ? 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

King refufes to appoint Mr. Trevor plenipotentiary. 

DEAR BROTHER, London, Auguft aS, 1739. 

T Have forgot whether I acquainted you before, that I had endeavoured to pre- 
vail with the king to make Mr. Trevor envoy and plenipotentiary uponyoivr 
return, and that his' majefty had refufed the latter in a pretty peremptory way. 

However, at your inftance, I yefterday renewed the attack, and in the ftrongeft 
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and beft manner I was able, laboured to convince the king- of the jreafon- 
ablenefs and neceffity of its being done ; but was fo far from fucceeding that he 
rejected it in a manner not to be exprefs’d. I told him, Mr. Trevor had de- 
clared he Gou’d not poffibly go without it ; but that availed nothing : fo that 
you muft lay afide all -thoughts of the plenipo, and upon that foot Mr. Trevor 
mull determine for himfelf. 

I this day hinted to Mr. Trevor my thouglits that he had better confider of 
it, and if he might be appointed envoy, which is agreed to, he Ihould take the 
advice of his friends, whether it was not better to conform at prefent to the 
king’s fentiments, upon hopes of a more favourable opportunity, than to throw 
himfelf at once out of all bufmefs,' which he might live to repent. But I am 
afraid my advice had no other effefl: upon him than to make him fufpedt my 
friendfliip. He talks of waiting for fome provifion at home, not dreaming of 
the number of competitors for every thing that he will think worthy of him. 
I have no more to fay, but that I have moll fmcerely done my utmoft to ferve 
him, and he muft now , determine for himfelf. 

I fend you a letter I received from the lord chancellor, the latter part only 
relates to you ; it was occafion’d by a difcourfe of your coming home. You 
will fee his fenfe, and it is indeed the fenfe of’ every body here. I Icnow your 
willies and defires, and will endeavour to gratify them ; but for fome fliort time, I 
think, you muft have patience. We think and talk of nothing but the Azogues: 
a few days muft clear that point, and then we muft look forward. 

LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

(Enclofed in the preceding letter.) 

Diffiiades the return of Horace Walpole from the Hague. 

„ (Fowls Houfe, Auguft 10, 1739-) Permit me to fay one w'ord upon the 
fubjedtof Mr. Walpole’s quitting his employment of ambaffador to the States 
Oeneral at this jundture. It lias run much in my head ever fince Tuefday ; 
and tho’ I Ihould be extremely miwilling to objedt to any thing that he may be 
defirous of, I cannot help thinking that it will have a very odd appearance, and 
furnifti very difagreeable conftrudlions in our prefent fituation. It is poftible 
that little is to be expedted from the Dutch : notwithftanding that, it may be 
neceffary to preferve the Ihow and outfide of a good harmony, and to avoid the 
giving colour to fay thgt their coming into us at any time is totally defpair’d of. 
When king William was upon the point of entering into the war i^ainft France, 
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the firft thing he did was to fend over a minifter of the firll rank and con- 
fequence to Holland, I mean my lord Marlborough ; but if what is now talk’d 
of fhould be done ; it will be aQing the reverfe of that part : and that at a time 
when, if France intends to declare herfelf^ that country will probably be the 
fcene of her greateft Ikill and dexterity. I afe pardon for faying fo much upon 
a fubjedi, of which I am far from being mailer of all the circumftances ; but I 
trull you will excufe my opening my thoughts to you, and at the fame time 
believe that I am, with the greateft truth and refpeft, &c. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Regrets Trevor's dif appointment. — Is unwilling to continue any longer at the Hague,. 
— Laments the injluence of Hanoverian meafures.— Affairs of Eaff Friejland, 

DEAR BROTHER, Hague, September i, 1739.. 

OUR laft letter gave me much unealinefs for moref eafons than one. The 
difappointment of my frieiid Trevor affedts me greatly, not only on ac- 
count of my affedlion for him, who has many good and rare qualltys, but for 
the fake of the publick. The lituation and condudl of the States is of that con- 
fequence to England, and to the balance of power in Europe, that this place 
cannot be without an able and agreeable minifter from England. Can we find, 
out, you’l fay, nobody fit for fuch an employment but one man? I really think 
not, unlefs you are refolv’d. (cenfure the vanity of my faying it) to keep me 
here always. I mull own I am made to believe by fome, that my continuance 
here is much defired, and that the apprehenfions of my departure is extreamly 
dreaded. That is a good fign in thofe who are well inclined ; but whether 
that will have any great effedl to make thefe people adl to any purpofg, I: 
can’t tell. , 

I am gxtreamly obliged to lord chancellor for his compliment, in comparing 
my continuance here to the million of lord Marlborough upon the breaking out 
©f the laft war. But the cafe and circumftances are by no means the fame. 
King William, perceiving that he could not live long himfelfe, fent his lordlhip 
into Holland both as'ambaflador and. captain-general, of the Britilh forces, that 
he might make it the intereft of the perfon who would certainly have the credit 
and power in queen Ann’s court to purfue the war that was necelfary for pre- 
ferving the libertys of Europe. King William had no other objefib but the 
libertys and balance of Europe ; but, good God I what is the cafe now ? I will 
tell you in confidence f little, low, partial, eleftoral notions are able to ftop or 
confound the bell conduced projedl for the publick. 

I plainly 
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Penod Vil. I plaialy fee that all Europe will foon be in a general coinbuftion, and that 
Fj-gncg muft be abfolutely mafter, unlefs foine plan of united mealures be 
1739. formed to prevent it ; and I fee as plainly that if any advantage be propofed for 
any prince or power, whofe affiftance may be neceffary for the common caufe, 
we fhali never agree to it, without fome advantage is to be given to us as eleftor. 
We have jealoufys of one power, averfions to another prince, contempt for this 
or that ftate ; we have pretenfions or defires of our own, that muft either be 
made ingredients in any fcheme for the publick good, or that fcheme muft not 
goe on. I cannot at prefent foretell in what inftances this will be the cafe ; 
but experience has llrewn that this has been the cafe, and that we muft always 
expect it. 

I cannot juftifie the emperor’s giving into the war againft the Turks ; but 
his engagements with Ruffia, and the danger of driving that power into the in- 
tereft of France, made it, I am alTured, neceffary ; which certainly w’as a con- 
fideration of a publick nature. His Imperial majefty obtained the confent of 
all the princes of the empire to give their contingent ; but one confiderable 
eledtor having refufed to give his, others of that rank follow'ed his example, 
and the princes that had even agreed to give their contingent to carry on the 
war, refufed on that account to pay it. The emperor is now quite undone ; 
he has neither nien nor money, and perhaps the fuins he propofed to gett from 
the empire might have faved him : and I dare fay, if he is forced to make an- 
other campagne, we Ihall be as backward in giving our contingent, unlefs fome- 
thing be done for us in favour of our pretenfions to Oftfrize, which will be 
impradlicable 5 and which, if it could be done, would difoblige the king of 
Pruffia, the king of Denmark, and the States Generali; all powers neceffary for 
preferving the libertys of Europe, tho’ the firft is, I am afraid^ loft. 

The States Generali look upon the town of Embden, in Oftfrize, as the only 
barrier they have on that fide for the fecurity of three provinces. They have, 
and have had* 100 years for that purpofe, a garrifon in that town, by the con- 
fent 6f the people, but on condition of being protedled by the States in their 
privileges againft the encroachments of their prince ; and England ought, as 
well by intereft as by obligation, to fupport the States in this aftair. The em- 
peror has of late years fiipported the prince againft the people, to vex the 
States ; but ever fince. the laft treaty of Vienna, he has, by a formal declara- 
tion, proniifed to put an end to the differences there. In order to doe that, this 
matter has been committed to the cognifance of the eledlor of Hanover. His 
fub-delegates have been appointed, and have lived in the country a long while at 
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the charge of the people, without doing any thing but in concert with the.Im- Period VII. 
perial court to favour the preteniions of the prince of Ollfrize, in oppolition to '37toi74^- 
the people, which is underftood to be done here with a view that the prince of 1739 * 
Oftffize may favour the pretenfions of the eledtor of Hanover to the fucceffion ; 

■which the States are extremely jealous of, and are at this time extremely un- 
eafy at this conduft. 

If we could have confented that the king 'of Prullia might have had fome 
part in the fucceffion of Berg and Juliers, that affair might have been put in 
an amicable way of negociation ; but the notion that no prince fliould have any 
thing unlefs we ffiould gett fbmething too, dellroyed all fchemes that might have 
accommodated that troublefome difpute; and now’ France has certainly found 
means to gain the court of Pruffia by fome engagements in that refpedt, and 
tvill keep him in cafe of a war. 

If France fhall come to quarrel with the maritime powers, by threatening 
one or the other, firft, in which cafe we muff each make it a common caufe, 
and conlider of meafures and troops to be provided ; I am perfuaded that fome 
motive in the advantage of the Hanover troops will interfere, and certainly de- 
lay, if not difappoint, the reafonable meafures and plans that may be upon the 
tapis for the public good ; and therefore, altho’ I think we are undone if we 
fliew the leaft want of fpirit and vigour at this junfture, here or in France, yet 
unlefs fome means can be found out to prevent our little eleftorate views from 
interfering with the common caufe, I camiot fee what good I can doe here. I 
fhall be puffi’d by certain queftions and propofitions, which I ffiall not be able 
to anfwer ; and which, if remarkable, and reprefented by mein mydifpatches, 
will have noe other effedt than that of increaling difpleafure in England. In 
the mean time nobody has credit or courage enough to fpeak plainly upon thefe 
heads in their refpedlive departments ; and if you venture to doe it fornetimes, 

’tis in a curfory manner. You receive a fhort anfwer; domeftick affairs em- 
ploy your time and your thoughts ; and the foreign mifchief continues. 

This is too notorioufly the cafe ; and I am afraid will even be fo much the 
cafe, that I fee no remedy for it. In the mean time, thofe that ferve abroad have 
noe comfort ; they are liked and difliked, not according to their fidelity and 
diligence, but by humour and fancy ; and were I not your brother, you would 
foon hear, nay perhaps you doe hear, of me, with my friend Trevor, in the lift 
of thofe who are of noe confequence, but to receive their pay which is, grudged 
them. And therefore I muft freely own to you, that dangers and difficultys 
from abroad doe not difcourage me ; but the not feemg the leaft likelyhood of 
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right meafures being purfued at home to obviate or withfl'and them, although 
fuch meafures might be found out, that is what difheartens me. And to fp^alc 
plainly at once, I have been often upon the point of taking a refolution not 
only to retire from hence, but from all publick employment and bufinefs : 
there is but one reafon in the world that has prevented me from doing it, which 
perhaps you would not believe if I told it you. 

While I anr employed, I will ferve with the utmoft diligence j but I fee no- 
thing but difgrace and difappointments : and as the world ever judges by 
events, and not'ffom conduct, I am fenfible of what I am to apprehend from 
my continuance here. However, I lliould be glad to know how long this 
fervitude is to endure, that I may take my meafures accofdingly. 

P. S. I fend in my difpatch of this day a printed paper here in French 
given about by the Sp'aniflr ambaffadour to the regents, pretending to prove that 
we firft violated the convention in feverall particulars. The original came from 
our friend Geraldino, and I am perfiyaded was framed by him. 
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Extrafts of Letters from RoBEitT Trevor to Horace Wai.pole. 

States the objeSlions of the king to. appoint him envoy and plenipotentiary. — The in- 
effectual attempts of fir Robert Walpole to conquer the king’s inf edibility.— -His 
own refolution to decline the office of envoy and final compliance at the exhorta- 
tion of Horace Walpole. 

(London, July 3 — 14th, ly^g.) Sir Robert has juft now touched to me, 
and that of his own account, upon my own affairs ; and I was a good deal 
ftruck to hear him fay, our royal mafter had boggled a little at the terms which 
he had propofed in my favour ; but, as he at the fame time affured me he 
would do his utmoft to gett this rub over, I am not yet much alarmed at it, 
efpeciadly as I dare fwear your excellency’s powerful interceflion in my behalf 
will not be wanting. What I have moft at heart is, that the point may never 
be brought to a formal conteft j as in that inftance I muft prove either the vic- 
tim of my own modefty in acquiefcing, or of my own firmnefs in declining : a 
dilemma which, I pray God, may never happen to me or any other of your 
excellency’s friends and humble fervants, and whofe back is fo little able to 
bear it as mine. 


(Auguft loth — 2 1 ft, 1739.) What lord Flarrington and Mr. Wefton have 
told me fmce I wrote laft convinces me, that either I muft have miftaken your 
brother, or that he muft have miftaken you upon the article of your return j 

and 
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ijnd indeed fir Robert himfelf told me yefterday at his levee, that you had re- Period % 
newed your inftances on that head ; and he fhould therefore move the Idng, as * 737 to i 
this day, upon my affair, and would exert his utmoff credit towards getting it 1739 
fettled to my fatisfaftion ; adding, however, at the fame time, that he fcarce 
expefled to fucceed therein ; and faid a good deal to induce me to take up with 
the five pounds a-day, which, I muft confefs, rather frightened me, -than per- 
fuaded me. I am juft now fetting out to the duke of Marlborough’s for a day 
or two, and upon my return I fhall know my deftiny ; and fhould it, as I too 
much expedl, prove to be a hard one, I muft conjure your excellency betimes 
to think of continuing me in your fervice and under your protection here, upon 
your return j and in this cafe I fhall not think of returning at all to the Hague, 
a gold medal being fcarce worth croffing the feas twice for. However, I will 
ftill flatter myfelf that your excellency’s friendfliip will fkreen me from this mor- 
tification and difappointment ; and that the objeCt which has been held out to 
me for fo many years will at laft be put into my poffellion. The enjoyment of 
it indeed cannot add to, neither fliall the mifearriage diminifh from that cordial 
attachment and devotion with which I profefs myfelf, &c. 

(London, Auguft 14 — 25th, 1739.) The ftrain of my late letters will have 
prepared your excellency for the contents of this. Sir Robert, upon your laft 
inftances, took occafion to move our royal mafter yefterday morning upon my 
fubjeft ; and ufed, I do not queftion, all poffible topicks to reprefent my cafe 
to his majefty in the moft favourable and advantageous light ; but, alas ! my 
difgraclous planett and perfonal infignificancy turned the fcale againft me, and 
his majefty waS pleafed to value my fervices, or rather his otvn character, at tha , 

Hague at five pounds a-day, and no more. Your excellency, who is no ftranger 
to the feveral dreams I have been encouraged to keep up my fpirits and flatter 
my Imagination with, during many years of a moft zealous and faithful, and, 
if not very important, not very chargeable, fervice, cannot but pity me, to be at 
laft ordered to make brick without ftraw. 

Had I indeed a fortune of ity own, out of which I could make up the differ- 
ence, I would facrifice it, fooner than left the world fee how cheap cur royal 
mafter holds my paft and future endeavours to ferve him. But for want of 
that, I have no refource left, but to conjure your excellency to continue me 
your friendfliip and protection, untill an opportunity may offer for putting me 
into fome fituation at home of ferving his majefty, without -creating him any 
extraordinary expence. - . 
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eriod VIL When your brother this morning fignified to me this mortifying refult of his 
' 57 to 174^- conference, I was forced to tell him that it was impoffible for rrie to accept of 
1739. the conditions offered; as I knew it to be, by my own experience, a loofing 

bargain : that the king’s will muft be done ; and that I hoped at leaf; my pre- 
fent condition would not be altered till it could be bettered. To all which he 
gave indeed the ftrongeft affurances of his perfonal good-wili ; but, I muft add 
with the greateft anguifh, gave me as- little hopes of my ever finding myfelf to- 
lerably’ eafy and accommodated at home, ^.s his majefty’s prefent pleafure does 
of my doing fo abroad. Uport the whole, your excellency fees I'have nothing 
left but the interceffion of friends and relations, accompanied by a modeft de- 
precation and a firmnefs on my part, which I hope my confcience as well as my 
humour will bear me up in, towards getting over this unexpected, and I may 
fay undeferved, rub in life. Till it is got over, your excellency is too. equitable, 
and too much my friend, to expeft me to putt myfelf to the charge and fatigues 
of twice croffing the feas only to make a ridiculous figure at the Hague for a 
few weeks, and then return to my nothingnefs. In which condition I lhall 
have this fingularity to boaft, that I lhall be the only man in England who, after 
fix years attachment to your excellency, finds himfelf in worfe circumftances 
than when he devoted himfelf to you. Your excellency’s perfonal friendihip 
and confidence will indeed, if continued to me, in great meafure confole me 
under this misfortune, and invariably preferve me in thofe fentiments of duty 
and gratitude, with which I profefs myfelf, &c. 

P. S. (Moji private.) Entre nous, I do not think your excellency’s return to 
England fo near as you feem to wife it. Sorat privy councillors oppofe it ftrongly ; 
and your brother even feems to fecond their notions. I am glad he does not 
think that he wants you here himfelf ; and fince he, as it were, counterfigns 
their opinion, I feall ftifie a certain confideration, which my indelible fidelity to 
your excellency, and feme tranfient obfervations of my poor vifionary brain, 
would otherwife have induced me to throw out to your excellency in that abfo- 
lute confidence wherein you have often treated me, and I never yet belyed. 
Pray burn this leaf, whether you underftand it or not. Adieu. 

(London, Auguft 20th — 31ft, 1739.) I am juft honoured with your excel- 
lency’s favour of the 28 th inftant N. S. and hope from it that the cordiality 
of your reprefentations in my behalf will at laft furnife fir Robert with argu- 
ments fufficient to convince his majefty how neceflary as well as reafonable the 
footing, was, upon which he had propofed to have me eftablilhed at the Hague 

upon 
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upon your taking leave of that ftation. Hitherto indeed that unlucky affair Period V 
ftands as when I troubled your excellency laft ; I not thinking it time to recede 
from my pretenlions, nor your brother to mention them to the king. Your 1739, 
excellency’s departure, whenever it draws very near, will naturally bring mat- 
ters to their crifis. In the mean time I have the fatisfadtion of finding all my 
friends and relations think not only my expedlations, but my prefent demurrer 
highly reafonable. Your excellency, and all to whom I am known, will, I dare 
fay, acquitt me of any view of perfonal lucre in the terras I infill upon ; and ,I - 
appeal to your excellency, who is fo well verfed in foreign refidences, and 
in that of the Hague in particular, what fervices or credit I could do my mailer 
there ; labouring, as I mull do, not only under narrow and dirty circumllances, 
but under the mortifying llurr of being valued by him at a cheaper rate than 
any envoy that the crown of Great Britain has had in Holland for thefe forty 
years lall paft;. and that at a time when fame other courts, affeft.to make. com-- 
pliments to the States, by conferring favours and honours upon the minillers 
they have refiding with them. But all this is too much upon fo trivial a to- 
pick as myfelfi, 

The efcape of the Afogues does not feem to mend our tempers at home, tha’ 
upon the whole I do not know whether we ought to be forry at it, or not. 

Gur infurers put 30 per cent, into their pocketts, inllead of lofing 70 ; and the 
old cardinal will be lefs teazed and animated by his countrymen to make a com- 
mon caufe with Spain, at leall for the prefent. Interea fiat aliquid. 

(Augull Your brother had a long converfation with me this morning 

after his levee ; the conclufion of which was, my perfevering to hope that our 
royal mailer may, upon refleflion, and proper reprefentations of the nature 
of things, and of his fervice at the Hague, be induced to let things go on there ■ 
upon the precedented foot ; whilll fir Robert feemed to defpair of his relent- 
ing ; but without being able to convince me of an event fo deftrudive of all my 
views and hopes. If, indeed, his majelly can be ferved as reputably, and yet 
cheaper, by another, I mull fubmit ; but there is a pollibility of one contin- 
gency, againll which I fear my philofophy will not be proof ; which, is, to fee, 
after I may be laid afide on account of this damned difference between five 
and eight, fome other happier mortal gratified .with the whole, and ufual pay. 

But I find I relapfe into the impertinence I would have corrected in the begin- 
ning of this letter ; fo adieu. 


I hope 
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;nod VI 1 . I hope your excellency will receive an agreeable anfwer about the yacht vou 
37toi^ f2. . £qj. you and me, I cannot but moft humbi y think, notwith- 

17S9- Handing all the opinions you may have received on the other fide of the 
queftion, that the cockpit is juft at prefent a ftage more worthy your excel- 
lency’s prefence, than the cha?nbre de Trive. 

(London, Auguft 28 th — Septembers, 1739-) I will now prefunfe to tell 
you, in that perfonal confidence which, T flatter niyfelf, is eftabliflied betwixt 
us, that the opinion of the chancellor’s and the duke of Newcaftle’s having 
not only a fett of ideas, but of friends too, diftinft from thofe of your excel- 
lency and your brother, is fo prevelent here, even amongft fenfible and un-. 
biafled men, that when I heard the officious dehortation of your return, and 
the infinuation of the neceflity of an ambalTador’s prefence at the Hague, was 
ftarted and urged from the other Jide of Holhorn, I confefs my firfl thought 
was, that the true key to it was their defire of your abfence from hence, and 
a view to leave your excellency to do your worft with the Dutch, as w^e have 
left Vernon to do with the Spaniards. But when I found your brother reliftied 
and adopted this piece of advice, I thought it high time for me to wean myfelf 
from thofe chimerical prejudices, and to leave your excellency to his direftions, 
and your own more intimate knowledge of things and men ; nor fliould I at 
prefent have trefpalfed upon your time with this explanation, were it not to 
convince your excellency how abfolutely you may command me to fpeak, as 
as well as to be filent. 

I fliall now proceed to anfwer the other parts of your excellency’s letter, 
that relate to my own affair ; and that, by telling you, I hope things were at 
their worft when I wrote my laft, and that they at prefent rather bear a better 
face than otherwife. Your brother has fince honoured me with fome farther 
difcourfe upon it ; which might indeed have been fpared, as I, from my heart, 
believe both of us were before perfe«ftly convinced of what the other laboured 
to perfuade.him ; namely, the equity and expediency of my demands, on one 
hand, and the cordiality and ferioufnefs with which your brother has recom- 
mended them, on the other. The conclufion of the wdrole has been, and is 
ftill, that I {hall decline giving a categorical oui or non, untill the affair be 
brought nearer an extremity than it feems to be at prefent ; and fir Robert has 
not only let me hope, that he will, upon any favourable occafion, refume the 
point with the king, but alfo recommend it to lord Harrington to lay hold 
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of any handld he may meet with, to reprefent the meritts of the cafe to his Period VII. 

majefty. Should thefe laft attempts prove ineflfeftual, I mull indeed come to 

an option between that terrible dilemma of facrificing my prefent fortune to my 1739. 

future hopes, or my future hopes to my prefent fortune, fmall as it is ; and 

ihould I have courage enough to purfue my own inclinations, and declare for 

the latter ; I hope, my education, fervices, principles, attachment to your 

excellency, and a feat in parliament, which the duke of Marlborough has been 

fo kind as to offer me, may enable me to keep my ground in the eye of the 

world ; if not procure me better terms on Englifli ground, than I am like to 

obtain on foreign. 

The only thing that ftaggers me in this way of reafoning isy that I gather 
from fome of your excellency’s correfpondents here, that you feenv rather 
inclined to have me take the other refolution, and by temporifing and/ub- 
mitting, hope for better things. Your excellency may depend, that your 
advice will, if poffible, outweigh all other confiderations, whether diflated to 
me by humour, paffion, or intereft ; but I am fomewhat forry you could 
imagine, it would work more effeflually upon me, if conveyed thro’ the canal 
of Mr. Wefton, lord Harrington, duke of Marlborough, or any friend living, 
than through your own ; if you do, you do yourfelf, as well as me, a great 
piece of injuftice. As this whole unlucky affair mull: very fpeedily be brought 
to an iffue, I lhall beg leave to fufpend, a poll or two longer, returning any 
anfwer to your excellency’s tind invitation to the Hague ; and lhall conclude 
this with prefenting you your wortliy friend lir Richard Ellys’s compliments 
than whom, I can affure you, no body here feems more ftruck with my prefent 
lituation, nor preaches up to me a more refolute behaviour under it. 

As I was going to fubfcribe this, I am honoured with your excellency’s fub- 
fequent favour of the 4th proximi, with the frelh proof of your goodnefs and. 
confidence ; which I now return you inclofed. The way of thinking againll 
which you would guard me, I proteft, I am altogether free from and do from 
my heart believe, fir Robert has recommended and backed my affair as cor- 
dially and as ftrenuoully, as he can be expedled to do any point in which the 
fiimma rerum is not diredtly and effentially concerned. I have allured him 
himfelf of this, in the moll folemn manner, as often as ever he has feemed to 
fuppofe my fufpefling his lincerity and zeal in my behalf;, and I may appeal 
to every friend and relation to whom I have been forced, to recount my doleful 
llory, that I have conllantly precautioned them againll entertaining the leall 
furmife of my caufe not having been heartily pleaded. 


As 
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As to his majefty’s perfonal opinion, of me and my fervices, I mufl: fuhniit 
: to it, however mortifying it may be j and fhall only fay, I had rather incurr 
his reproaches on that fcore than my own; but I do not know why I call it 
mortifying, fmce your excellency is pleafed to rank youfelf in the fame pre- 
dicament. I pray to God, that our zeal in his fervice may ever be as little 
wanted, as you feem to think it is relilhed by him. 

Your brother has, I believe, another affair upon his hands, in which he 
takes no great glee. Upon Gore’s death, he recommended the duke of Marl- 
borough to the king for facceffor to that regiment; and the thing was as 
generally prefumed upon, as my eftabliflnnent at the Hague ; but hitherto 
clouds and darknefs hang upon it. Either the king has been drawn into fome 
promife of that favour to fome other officer, unknown to your brother, or elfe 
two great men are to be gratified at once out of this vacancy, if the thing be 
poffible : I mean lord Harford and the duke. 

P. S. Would your excellency care to throw together fuch topicks in favour 
of my propofed ellablifhment at the Hague, as your own experience in foreign 
fervice, and knowledge of the laft -named ftation in particular, may fuggeft to 
. you, in an oftenfible letter to your brother or lord Harrington, for them to 
make ufe of, if a favourable moment offered with our mailer ? 

(London, September, 1739.) I did not trouble your excellency by the Thurf- 
day’s poll, having been down at lord Albemarle’s on a party with the duke 
of Marlborough : fmce my return, I find myfelf honoured with your’s of t;he 
nth inftant N. S. which, I hope, I cannot more fatisfadlorily anfwer than by 
acquainting you that I am juft returned from making your brother a vifitt at 
Chelfea, wherein I told him, that if he found it inconvenient that I fcould 
peremptorily inflft upon my point with the Idng, I would fubmitt to any thing. 
Upon which he was pleafed to reply, “ That it was handfomely and wifely 
“ faid and gave me hopes, he would neverthelefs do his utmoft to ferve me, 
and make his laft attempt to-day or to-morrow ; fo that a few days muft now 
determine the matter. In the mean time I fhall fett about fuch preparations 
as muft be neceffary even upon the foot of the worft iffue ; and purfuant to 
the rule I have laid down to myfelf, and purfued for fome years paft, ufe my 
utmoft endeavours to confult and forward your excellency’s conveniency and 
defires. . - 

Hitherto I have not heard it confidered, whether I am to be named and 
receive my credentials, inftruftions, and appointments, (fuch as they are like to 
oe,) before I fett out or not. It would indeed be fome convenience and advan- 

tage 
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tage to me to do fo ; and I lhall juft propofe'it ; but at prefent my fpirits are 
too low to allow me to expeft any fuccefs. The ftep I made this morning at 
Chelfea, will, I hope, leave your excellency no doubt of my being perfeflly 
convinced, that if any perfon can perfuade the king, it imlft be your brother ; 
and that if he can, he will. Should the undertaking exceed even his credit^ 
I muft and am content to play force \ but muft caution your excellency, and 
all my wellwi&ers, from wifliing me joy of fuch a gracelefs, taftelefs, and 
ruinous piece of preferment, as is like to fall to my fhare. 

(London, September ii — 22, 1739.) I expefted to have been able to have 
acquainted you by this poll not only with my fate being finally decided, but 
with my having fixt a day for my journey ; but, befides' the incident of 
your brother’s indifpolition, who has had a flight return of his laft fever, a 
7 nefentendu has happened between him and me, which muft be cleared up 
before I can fett forward. The declaration I made him laft Friday, of my 
having brought myfelf to the refolution of fubmitting, in cafe he fltould find it 
finally inconvenient for me to infift peremptorily upon my ptefent terms ; and 
which declaration your excellency will have feen, by what I wrote you laft port, 
was relative to his renewing his efforts, and making one more attempt upon 
his majefty’s goodnefs, has been unhappily underftood by your brother, as a 
pofitive, pure, and unconditional acquiefcence, on my part, in the terms his 
majefty has already offered me ; and accordingly fir Robert has told lord Har^ 
rington, to whom I have indeed fince explained this affair, that he need give 
himfelf no farther trouble about my bufinefs, as I had agreed to go upon the 
foot of 5I. per dkm. I was over this morning at Chelfea to reftify your bro- 
ther in the conftruflion he has put upon my declaration ; and as his illnels 
would not allow me the honour of an audience, I lhall renew my attendance 
every day till he lhall be better. 

In the mean time I depend upon your excellency’s feconding me in my two 
prefent demands. The firft, that a farther and ultimate tentative may be made 
in my favour ; and adly, upon a repeated and final fepulfe, that I may at 
leaft be forthwith named envoy ; and receive my inftruflions, credentials, and 
appointments, before I leave England, and not be fent away "comme fy fuis venih 

P. S. I have opened this letter to add, that I am this minute informed, that 
this morning lord Harrington took occalion, from your demand of a yacht, 
and, I believe, with your brother’s privity and approbation, to move my affair 
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Period VIL once more to the king ; and was feconded by the duke of Newcaftle, who 
1737^0 174 ^- happened to be prefent ; but his majefty perfifted in his inexorability ; but 
1739. came, however, into my being immediately named, and commiffioned ; and 

the inllruments are now beginning to be prepared ; fo that I hope to be able 
to fett forward by the end of this month, tho’ with a moft heavy heart. 

(London, September 17 — 28, 1739.) I was prevented by company and 
bufmefs from acquainting your excellency by laft pofh that I had kiifed the 
king’s hand the day before, upon my nomination to the Hague j and I may 
now tell you that I propofe having that honour again next Sunday, or the 
Thurfday following, upon my taking my leave ; and 1 fhall certainly embark 
with the Tuefday’s or Friday’s mail, which will be as foon or fooner than I 
{hall get my maticwn out of the exchequer ; tho’ fir Robert has indeed, in the 
kindell and handfomeft manner, been pleafed to direfl: the utmoft expedition, and 
even to have me gratified with the immediate payment of all my arrears due to 
me as fecretary ; of which, and many other marks of his friendfhip, I do and 
{hall retain a moft lively memory. As I flatter myfelf with the profpeft of fo 
foon kifling your hands at the Hague, I forbear troubling you with any intelli- 
gence or fpeculations about the prefent disjointed times. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE. 
Cenfures the manner in which the declaration of war againfi Spain is drawn up. — 
Complains that the duke of Newcajile did not pay fufficient attention to the 
' remarks of ftr Robert Walpole. 

MY LORD, Cockpit-, October 14, J739* 

Hardwicke JJAVING, fince I had the honour of feeing your lordlhip, perus’d the 
Papers, draught of a declaration of war againft Spain, which the duke of New- 

, caftle had been pleas’d to fend me for that purpofe, I muft own to you, very 
freely, that I wifh it had been digefted in another method. For, altho’ the 
omiffion, at firft of the moft material ftipulation in the convention is, in a great 
meafure, by the infertion of fome words, fupply’d, but not fo fully as I could 
wilh, yett there are, with humble fubmillion to better judgment, in my poor 
opinion, fome things in the fequell of the draught not proper for a declaration 
of war to be made in the king’s name ; and other things largely expatiated 
upon, which, if proper, ought to, have preceded the nomination of the conven- 
tion, and which are lyable, in the place they now ftand, to difagreeable infer- 
ences with refpeft to the convention, and to our proceedings in parliament laft 

year. 
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year. I will, if I can, explain myjelf fo as to be underftood, altho’ it may be VIL 

fomewhat dilEcuIt, unlefs your lordlhip has a draught of the declaration before 


you. I 739 -- 

After having mentioned the violation of the convention on the part of Spain, 
and that at lead that court has colour’d that violation with pretences voyd of 
foundation, and has publilhed orders for the feizing Ihips, effefts, &c. contrary 
to the exprefs ftipulations of treatys, even in cafe of a war aAualiy declar’d, 
which fo far feems to be very well ; there follow's then, in the faid draught, a 
paragraph beginning with, whereas the emlls above snentioned have been prin- 
tipaliy occafioned by an iinvaarrantable claim that the guarda cojias' may Jiop, ^c. 
a ratiocination to fliew that fuch a claim is contrary to the treatys, and particu- 
larly to that of 1670, &c. Now altho’ this is very true, yet methinks it is not 
agreeable to the dignity of the crown to enter, by a declaration of war, intd 
an expoftulation and proofs, by reafoning that the condud of Spain and the 
pretenlions upon which it is founded is unjuftifyable. *Tis fufEcient for the 
king to date the fads, and to affert thofe fads are colour’d with frivolous and 
groundlefs pretentions ; for the nature of them fpeaks plainly the injuftice of 
them, and the prejudice to the commerce of England. 

zdly^ After difcantation upon the unjuftifyablenefs of the pretences of Spain 
to ftop them, &c. the draught proceeds to take notice of feveral other in- 
fradions relating to our commerce in Old Spain, contrary to the treaty of 
1667, which are indeed very true. But furely, my lord, the violations com- 
mitted contrary to the treaty of 1670, as well as thofe contrary to the treaty 
of 1667, if they are to be mentioned, Ihould have been mentioned (in order 
to make the proceeding of the adminiftration, both with refped to the conven- 
tion itfelfe, and to the deferice of it in parliament, and what they are to doe in 
confequence of thofe proceedings, now confiftent with one another and of 
a piece ; I fay, thofe things fliould, in my poor opinion, have been mentioned) 
in the draught antecedently to what is faid there of the convention as the 
grievances complained off, and that thofe caufes of complaint are to be 
remov’d, is adually ftipulated in the convention ; and all infradions contrary 
to treatys, and, among the reft, thofe of 1667 and 1670, are, by the conven- 
tion, to be redrefs’d. 

Therefore, whatever is to be mentioned as done contrary to thofe treatys, 
and which were to be remov’d or prevented for the future by the exprefs 
orders of the convention, Ihould have been ftated in the firft place, and the 
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criod VII, violation of that convention iliould have followed, to ihow that Spain wourd' 
'37^0 174?- pQj execute what had been thereby ftipulated, nor redrefs, in confequence, the 
1739 - notorious grievances complain’d of on our part, altho’ ftie had folemnly agreed' 
to doe it. For indeed, my lord, all the ratiocinations about the groundlefs. 
pretenfions of Spain to flop, feize, &c» (w'hich I really think improper to be 
mentioned by the king in his declaration of war, but in general ternas only), as. 
well as the infraSions relating to commerce, contrary to the treaty of i ddy,. 
are dated in' the draught as independent of the convention, and in a manner as 
if that treaty had taken noe care at all of them ; and, thus dated, are made 
fuch drong provocations that the reader will be immediately led to think and 
• fay, why were not thefe injurys reveng’d fooner ? and for this reafon, becaufe. 
the true caufes of our not having enter’d into a war fooner on account of the 
politicall fituation of Europe, are not, and indeed cannot, in an a<d of this 
nature, be dated at the fame time. But had our grievances from unjud depre- 
dations committed by the Spanyards, by their feizing, dopping, fearching of 
dilps, &c. contrary to treatys, and on groundlefs pretences been plac’d in the 
front of the declaration ; and the violation of the convention, calculated not 
only to procure fatisfadlion for pad damages, but to prevent the like injurys 
for the future, immediately follow’dj his majedy’s reafons for declaring war 
againd Spain would have appear’d in as drong a light, with this difference 
only, that the adminidration would have continued to aft conformably to 
themfelves ; their proceedings in council and in parliament would have had an. 
immediate and natural! conneftion in the whole feries of the affair from the 
beginning to the end. 

Whereas, my lord, without being partiall to my brother, (who, I can afliire 
you, knows nothing of this letter or obfervations,) and without giving into his 
drong inferences about his grace’s unldnd intentions in forming the draught 
in this manner, I can’t forbear faying, that I was druck, extreamly druck, 
with the perufall of it, as what feem’d to favour and fupport the notions of 
forae favourite lords to his grace, that are in oppofitibn, rather than to judify 
the advice and proceedings of thofe with whom he is tyed 'in the. minidry, and 
with whom he has concurr’d in the councill and management of affairs. But 
what is dill worfe, I am told this draught has been approv’d in councill ■; 
however, as it is not aftually and finally fettled, nor fent, I fuppofe, to the 
prefs, I think, by the addition of fome words in the beginning, and by the 
tranfpofing of fome paragraphs, it may be, as to the fubdahce, the fame ; and 

B • indeed, 
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indeed, with refpeft to the very expreffions, by altering only the method,. Period VII. 
which is no reall deviation, and will not be. remember’d or obferv’d by 
others. ' i739* 

My lord, this letter Is grown into a greater length and trouble to your 
lordlhip than I intended, which I hope you will pardon as proceeding, I am 
fure, from an honell intention, tho’ perhaps fi'om a very weak judgment, and 
becaufe I have often had experience of your lordlhip’s goodnefs and in- 
dulgence to him who is, &c. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

Csndewis ftr Robert Walpole for not going to war before, and confiders him as the 
caufe of nationcd ruin and national dijhonour. 

' November the 1739. 

QERALDINO having no more a fhare in difpatching the couriers between Egremornr. 

London and Calais, I conclude Du Nocquet will be able to convey my P^P^^s. 
letters fafely by them, or by the floops, and that 1 may venture to write the • 
more freely, as well as more frequently, to you, my dear friend. You heard 
from me fome time ago, and you have doubtlefs the letter I writ, and the 
papers I fent to that valuable, or rather invaluable, young man Polwarth. A 
great deal of what- is there contained will be out of date, if it be true that your 
refolution is taken of returning to the houfe, as I hear from my neighbourhood, 
that it is. , Concerning this refolution I prefume not to decide ; all I can fay is, 
that the tranquillity of the fummer prepared me to expeft it. I fee fome con- ■ 
comitant refolutions that may have been taken att the fame time,, which, if 
they go togather, and are executed alike, may fupport the honour of the 
feceffion, and promote a crifis, neceflary, in my opinion, and that I believe of 
every thinking man, to fave your country from ruine of -every kind, from 
abfolute beggary *, and the moll abjeft fervitude. , . 

There are other things contained in thofe papers which will not be out of 
date, even if this refolution be taken. You' nrufl mate the infolence, and ftop, 
att leaft, if you cannot punifh, the treachery of Walpole. I fcruple not to ufe 
the word treachery, for he is a changeling, if he is not a traytor to Britain. If 
you cannot do one of thefe, you are undone. I do not mean as a party j that 
confideration is too low for fuch conjundture, but as a nation. I do not fee 

* Strange contradifUon ! He accufes Walpole of having brought the nation to abfolute beggary, 
and yet he abufes him for Sis' oppolition to a war which iucreafed more than tenfold the national 
debt. 

your. 
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vour ftate fo near as you do, but have the mortification to hear every man 1 
fee exprefs contempt for a country they have been ufed to refpedi: and even to 
fear. I have been alked, many times -within this month, how it came to pafs 
that we fuffered ourfelves to be infulted and pirated upon fo many years 
together by the Spaniards ; and to be bantered all the while by the trifling 
claufes in treatys, made by minifters who did not dare att that time to make a 
fingle reprizal ? We took the Fleuron ; France immediately made reprizals 
very juftly, and has brought our court to redeem their folly with their money 5 
for this capture cofis you, I believe, 5000 1 . France and you are not att wax: 
for this. France has difputes frequently with Spain, particularly about territory 
and encroachments in the ifland of St. Domingo. Has France born the leaft 
infult, the leaft invafion, the leaft menace from the Spaniards, without oppo- 
fition or reprizal ? Not one ; and yet the amity between the two crowns fubfifts 
fo well that your minifters feem afraid of it. From thefe inftances, and others, 
men argue, unanfwerably, that how little foeyer Walpole may think it for his 
intereft to engage in a war, he might have reconciled, fome years ago, his in- 
tereft and that of his country, if he had not been refolved not only to poftpone 
the latter to the former, but to give it up. 

I have been alked, what is meant by the great armaments made in Britain, 
which they fay are abfurd, whether the minifters mean a war or not ? a war 
with Spain, that is. For if the meaning be to give the law to the people of 
Great Britain, not to the Spaniards, augmentations of land forces are necelfary 
to do it effeflually, and the eclat of a great fleet to cover the defign. In fliort, 
I fhould afflidt and tire you if I repeated the twentieth part of what I have 
heard on this fubjeft. I will conclude, therefore, this head by telling you 
what I take to be a great truth, that there is not a man of fenfe who does not 
think you betrayed by a minifter who is, on what motives he beft knows, in a 
concert with your adverfe party, and who does not rather defpife than pity 
you for bearing it. 

Your parliament being to meet in about three weeks, I conclude this lettei 
will find you returned to London, where I wifh you health and fuccefs ; hal 
this wifh will be enough for me 5 my private affairs are as much broken a; 
they can be, and I neither take nor will take any Ihare in publick affairs. Wha 
have I then to do with fuccefs ? but I have ftill fomething to do with health 
and even of that I have been often deprived of late. Almoft all the warm fen 
timents of the heart are dead in me except that of friendlhip ; and if I take an 
concern for what paffes in the world, it is on the account of my friends 
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whom I think friends to their country, and not on my o\vn. Adieu, dear Period VII. 
Wyndham, I embrace you and y our ’s with a heart that will be devoted to you ^^ 737 to 174^- 
as long as it beats. 1739. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

Speaks of the return of the feceders to parlianKnt, ’without gming his opinion.—" 

Condemns Walpole. — Ridicules the danger from the pretender and the Jacobites. — 

JuJiifies himfelf from a fufpicion of holding a treaf enable correfpondence. 

(November the i8th, 1739.^ Your’s of the 23d of September O. S. is Egremont 
come fafe to my hands. The common ftile and matter of epiftolary corre- I’apers. 
fpondence would want an apology indeed, if it was employed between you and 
me : our confidence in each other’s friendfhip needs none of what the French 
call petits devoirs to fupport it ; and I would no more write to you about trifles^ 
than I would write ferioufly to a coquette or a petit maitre. I felt much concern 
in reading your letter ; if the fpirit of the gentlemen is fubdued, and they are 
grown indiflerent about the prefervation of the Britilh conftitution, conclamatum 
eji. A people cannot be faved againll their will j and Walpole, or your kinf- 
man, may ufe them like the Haves they are, and deferve to be. It gives me 
fome pleafure, amidft all my real grief, to think that the man of that country 
whom I love the befl has done his uttmoft to fave it. This gives me pleafure ; 
and believe me, dear fir William, it will giveyou a pleafure to- your lateft hour, 
which they who confpire to ruine their country never knew. I fee a glimpfe 
of light, thro’ all this darknefs, in the hope you have that you fliall keep one 
perfon fteady to the principles of his and your late condu(fl. If you cannot 
fave your country, do not drop your proteft againft the men and the meafures 
that ruine it. 

I fay nothing to you about foreign affairs ; what I could fay about them 
relatively to Britain, I have faid in former letters. Never nation was fo 
bantered, fo impofed upon, and fo lyed, as your’s. They who lyed fo impu- 
dently, when the Spanifh treaty of Vienna was made, in order to have a pi=e- 
tence for arming att home, and keeping foreign troops in pay, may lye again 
with the fame view, and the fame fuccefs ; tho’ I think it impoffible they 
fliould procure any better informations than that you mention, to colour what 
they advance. Nothing can be, I dare fay, more foreign to the prefent 
politicks of all the councils of Europe, except thofe of his holinefs, or perhaps 
the queen of Spain, than the caufe of the pretender ; and yet this trite expe- 
dient may be again employed. Dan. Pulteney ufed to fay, that the pretender 
would never fubdue us, but his name would. 


I thank. 
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I thank j’ou for fending me the account wherein I am mentioned for a corre- 
fpondence with perfons I never heard of before. I have delired a friend, who 
is going to Paris, to take fuch notice of it as it deferves to my lord Walde- 
grave ; and to add, that tho’ he and I know how much thefe idle reports of in* 
vafions are to be defpifed, yet as we have feen them politically employed for 
many purpofes, and may fee them fo again, I promife his lordiliip that if my 
name be mingled in any of them, I will inftanlly repair to Paris to receive his 
orders, as little as I care to leave my retreat, and go from thence to London, 
as fall as poft-horfes can carry me to Paris, and winds waft me from thence. 
You will do me a favour, my friend, to fpeak in the fame ftile, if an occafion 
that deferve it offers. 

My health has tottered a good deal fine© I came laft into this country, but be- 
gins, I think, to ftrengthen, tho’ we be in the decline of the year, and tho’ the fea- 
Ibn be more remarkable for epidemical diltempers than any that has been known. 

You are now to be fare in town, and you fee what you have to expeft for 
thepublkk: little good, I fear ; but much honour to yourfelf, and to thofe 
gentlemen who backed you in the medfure you took laft feflion, and who will 
purfue with you the ends of it. The eyes of mankind are upon you. Let me 
hear from you, att leaft of you. As retired as I am, and as indifferent as I am 
grown, I look abroad with curiofity and impatience to learn what becomes of 
the wealth, honour, and liberty of a country I muft always love, in this decifive 
moment. We are told here that lord Harrington is to be general of the ma- 
rines, and Horace fecretary of ftate ; and that the latter and fir John Norris 
are to be made peers. Thefe promotions, the hundred gun fhips you put into 
commiffion, and the horfe- and dragoons you raife, may well frighten Spain. 
Adieu. I am moft faithfully and entirely your’s j my kindeft wifhes and beft 
refpeds attend all your’s. 


1740. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

Highly approves fir William Wyndham's emduB and pairiotifn. — Condemns tJje 

conduct of fame in oppoftion. 

Egremont (New-year’s day, 1740.) I cannot begin the year better than by writing to 
Papers. therefore will fend this letter to take its chance for a paffage at Calais, 

without waiting for another conveyance. I make no reflexions on the contents 

of 
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<?f your letter of the nth of November, becaufe I can make none but what 
you make yourfelf in it. You are in a melancholy fcene ; but I am fure you 
experience now that advantage which a virtuous condufl alone can procure. 
When our conduct has not been fuch, if we fail of fuccefs, w'C fail of all : but 
when it has been fuch, we are fure to gain fomething — more eafe. Inward 
contentment inhances publick joy. In the other, it makes fome amends for the 
want of it. What fcall I fay further to you, my friend ? When men are fo far 
from afling on generous, noble, and wife principles, that they avow the moll 
ungenerous and the meaneft, and pride themfelves in the moft foolifh, they 
neither can be ferved, nor deferve to be fo ; and the greateft facrifice a ’good 
man can make to the publick is, for the fake of the publick, not to break -with 
them. 

The two young men you name have not only the principles but the flame of 
publick virtue, and it is for that I admire and love them. V/hen thefe principles 
are in the head alone, they are notions, principles from which to reafon, and they 
ferve oftener to Judge of the condu£t of others than to influence our own. But 
when they are in the heart too, they become fentiinents, principles of aQiion; 
and they unite the powers of the whole man in purfuit of every laudable pur- 
pofe. I write to the lord, make my belt compliments to the other. May you 
find more to walk fteadily with you and them in thofe paths which wifdom, not 
cunning, points out ; for as they direft to different means, they direiff to dif- 
ferent ends. I have feldom known a cunning man an honeft man, and as fel- 
dom a wife man a knave. I am perfwaded that our cunning men will be the 
bubbles of their cunning, and that the meafure, fo full of good purpofes as 
they pretend, will ferve only to unmaik them of their patriotifm, and fliew the 
true vifage of faflion that lies behind it. But be this as it will, if the conftitu- 
tion of Britain can be faved, and the weak and wicked adminiftration altered, 
you are juft in the way to bring this about, on the principles layed down, and 
according to the folemn engagements taken twelve or fourteen years ago. If 
one muft perifli, and the other fubfift, no matter under whofe name or direc- 
tion. May you, and thofe, who concur with you, have the virtue of which I 
doubt not, and then you wall have the honour to be the laft of Britons. I wiCh 
for you as I wiih for myfelf. I judge for you and of you, as I judge for my- 
felf and of myfelf, how little foeve;r the unthinking, trifling parr of mankind 
may difcern it. 

The Bi-itifh conftitution of government is att ti great crifis, which muft turn 
either to life or death. The difeafe -cannot be long borne. God knows whether 
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Period VII. the reniedys can. When I recall to^ my mmd the feveral canfes, and the gi'a- 
174^1 progrefs of their efFeffs, which have brought us into this Rate, I am ready 
1740. to apply to our times what Livy faid of his, Ad hac teni-por.a, quibus nec vitia 
nojira^ nec remedia fail pojfumm, perveniuni eji. On this ' fuppofition I i-hinV 
myfelf happy to be what I am, a flranger in my own country, a fojourner in a 
foreign land. You ought to think yourfelf ftill happier, not becaufe you have 
efcaped a great part of the Ioffes I have fuftained, and , the troubles I have gone 
thro’ ; but becaufe you are ftill in. a condition to fpeak and aft in defence of 
the nobleft caufe a virtuous man can undertake. Adieu, my friend. May the 
providence of God proteft and favour you, and fuch as you ; and I doubt not 
but this will- be, if in truth the Supream Being does govern the moral' world 
by the interpofition of particular providences ! 

LORD BOLINGBR.OKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYMDHAM; 

Virulently abiifes the conduct of Jir Robert Walpole^ both in managing the negotiations,. 

and in conducting the war, 

Effi-emont (January 25, 1740.) Since I writ to yoii not very long ago, your letter of 
Papers. 25th November and 4th December came to my hands, my dear fir William. 

I inclined to think many years ago, and have been confirmed in the opinion for 
fome time, that the great end and vifible progrefs which has been made towards, 
the deftruftion of the Britifli conftitution, and the extinftion of the fpirit of it,,, 
has not been owing fo much to the Ihifts of a. minifter. in diftrefs, or in fear 
of being fo, as it has been to a formed defign and eftablifhed fyftem. The men 
in power have purfued it, and many of thofe out of power have only waited, 
the opportunity of purfuing it. This is infamous, but it is not ftrange ; there 
is no need of great acutenefs to difcover that no ininifters can govern long in 
Britain, unlefs they govern whilft the conftitution maintains any degree of 
purity and vigour nor that it is much more eafy, as well as profitable, to go-- 
vern ill than well. From hence the fyftem, which has been- almoft avowed in, 
• words, and which has .been fo very emphatically in aftions, whofe declarations 
are many times as explicite, and always .more fure, than thofe that .are contained 
in words. That fuch a fyftem fhould be formed or adopted by faftion, nay by 
contrary faftions, I am not furprized ; but what furprizes me is, that any man, 
or faftion of men' in power, (hould wantonly facrifice the honour and intereft 
of their country to thofe of another, in a cafe where they can reap no conceiv- 
able private advantage by it, and where they might, by a contrary conduft, have 
? confirmed 
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confirmed themfelves in power, and acquired fome degree of publick approba- 
tion, without the leall; difcompofure of their original fchenie. 

I agree that if any private job was to be done, or connived att,- againft the 
national intereft, and in favour of fome other to which the prince on the throne 
might be fuppofed affedtionate, fir Robert w'ould not fail to make his court. 
This we have feen. But how can it be fuppofed in the prefent cafe, that the 
prince on the throne fhould think it his intereft to .favour Spain att the expence 
of Great Britain, unlefs fir Robert has perfwaded him that il^ is fo ? But then 
the qucftion returns, why has he perfwaded him ? He may thjnk that Philip II. 
is on the throne of Spain ; that an invincible armada will instade his kingdom ; 
■that the pretender is adfually in it ; and that a formidable party, compofed of 
all fir Robert’s enemys, is I'eady to take arms againft the eftablilirment. But 
his ininifter knows, I bjslieve, that Philip V. is on the throne of Spain; he muft 
have heard fomething, even from Wager, of the weaknefs of the maritime forces 
of Spain ; his brother may have informed him that the pretender is att Rome ; 
and as he is well enough apprized of the ftate of things att home, he muft know 
that the Jacobite party in Britain is an unorganized lump of inert matter, with- 
out a principle of life or action in it ; capable of mobility, perhaps, but ipore 
capable of dlvifibility, and utterly void of all power of fpontaneous motion. 

I faid that Walpole might, by a contrary conduft, have confirmed his autho- 
rity, and have acquired fome degree of publick approbation. I think I faid 
right ; for tho’ it has been faid and thought, and thought perhaps by himfelf, 
that authority would be more divided in cafe of a war, and the event of a war 
might influence the ftate of things att home to his prejudice, yet it is evident he 
had nothing of this kind to fear. After negociating his country into a necef- 
fity of making war, and then endeavouring to prevent it by the moft fcandal- 
ous, and in him the moft impudent treaty that ever was made, he is continued, 
with as much authority as ever, att the head of the adminiftration , of the go- 
vernment, and the direction of this very w’ar is by confequence left to him^. 
What then is it that tyes. up his' hands ? Spain may be hurt, and cruelly hurt, 
many ways : why is not one .ftroke given, no nor aimed to be given ? Why- 
does he not endeavour to Unit thofe mouths by his efforts in a war that were 
opened againft him by his negociations ? I could ,afk many queftions of this 
kind, but I proteft I could anfwer none of them, unlefs I fuppofed him a pen- 
fioner of Spain, or a filly, as well as a proud and obftinate creature ; fo filly as 
not to fee his advantage, which every man, even in this country, fees for him ; 

- fo proud and obftinate, that he determines, after having efcaped vengeance for 
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perverting the intentions of parliament by his negociations in Gonfequence o£ 
them, to deferve it ftill more by difappointing the hopes of the nation by a 
languid war. 

And is this, my dear friend, the man in favour of whom the fpirit of en- 
quiry ought to fubjide, when he gives greater occafion for it by his manner of 
beginning the war, than he did even by that of concluding the negociations, if 
in truth he has concluded them.? Is this the man, the machine of whofe- 
power na one is likely to have reputation enough to Jlsake ? Is this the awful man,! 
againft whom little intrigues, warily carried on, muft be alone employed ? Is 
this the man, the hero, whom the king of terrors alone can fubdue ? If this- 
man be fo great, how little mull, others be i An European dwa.rff may, appear 
a giant, but it mull be att Lilliput. 

The papers you mention may expofe again to publick view the turpitude of 
your minilter and the more that is fliewn, the more will the turpitude of 
thofe who will, and need not, bear him, be Ihewn too. You are, however, 
in the right to publilh the part you and P. defign to publilh j and I lhall be 
obliged to you, if you pleafe to direft that it may be fent me. Make my 
belt and kindell compliments to P. I rejoyce in his fame, and I applaud your 
intimacy with him. Believe me, it is no fmall fervice to the commonwealth 
to fan fuch fires as his. He is in the right to profit of your experience and 
judgment ; and you are in the right to profit, of his aflivity and vigour.. Every 
age has fomething to lend to another. It is no fmall fatisfaftion to me to hear 
that your fit of the gout is over y as much concern as I have for you perfonally, 
and no man has nor can have more, even this concern encreafes as the want 
the publick has of your alSltance encreafes daily. I thank you for making my 
compliments to the gentlemen you mention, arid on the occafion you refer to. 
On any other occafion, I believe, I have' very few compliments to make in the 
country where you are. No matter for that. My affection for the Britilh na- 
tion and government is founded on principles that the injuflice, the ingratitude, 
and treachery of particular men cannot flrake ; and I have often had the plea? 
lure, fuch as it is, of obferving feme perfons, whilll they imagined that they 
hid their game from me, and made ufe of me, againfl my intention, to, ferve 
their particular ends, who in truth hid nothing from me, and of whom I made 
feme ufe, more in feveral cafes than they intended, to ferve the general and 
national end. Adieu, my friend. ■ 

■ SIR 
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SIR Robert walpole to george’bubb dodington. 

ExpreJJes his furprife at Dodingtosi’s behaviour in regard to the eleSiion at 

Weymouth. 

SIR, June 17, 1740. 

M R. Pearce fhowed me yefterday a letter you were pleafed to write to him 
before you left the town, the contents whereof extremely furprifed me, 
in requiring an explanation of Mr. Pearce of his paft and future behaviour, 
and in being wholly filent about Mr. Ormius, concerning the next eleftion at 
Weymouth. I mufl; declare I think the behaviour of thofe tw'o members of 
Weymouth wants no explanation. I have, therefore, given them the ftrongeft 
affurance of my frlendlhip and fupport againft every body that fhall think fit to 
oppofe thofe gentlemen, that deferve fo.very well of all the king’s fervants j 
and I do accordingly recommend them both to you and Mr. Tucker, , to be 
joynt candidates with the prefent members, and I defire you will, in juftice to 
Mr. Tucker, acquaint him with my requeit and refolutlon. 
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JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

Debate in both houses on the address. 

(November 22, 1740.) There was a divifion in the houfe of commons of Etou 
226 againft 1.59, upon an amendment propofed to the motion for an addrefs, 
which was, upon promifing the king to raife the neceflary fupplys, to add fome Extn 
words to this tStOL—Jfter we have enquired into the tq)plication of the money 
given the laft fefllon : but that amendment was afterwards mollify’d in appear- 
ance ; and it was propofed, Inftead of faying, after we have enquired, to fay, 
and we will enquire. Mr. Bromley made the motion for the addrefs, and was 
feconded by young Selwyn. Both of them, I am told, performed very well. 

I don’t hear that there was any thing very particular in the debate j only Pitt 
and Lyttleton very warm, which qccafioned fir R. to be fo too. Mr. P — j 
moved the amendment ; but, by reafon of his health, left thelioufe fome time 
before the queftlon was put. That part of the addrefs that congratulates his 
majefty on his return, is an amendment too propofed by him, and not obje&ed 
to on t’other fide. The fpeakers were the general teazers on one fide, and on 
t’other only four or five of the moft confiderable. D — ing — n, and ali bis 
new party that were prefent, were in the minority, but two of them were abfent. 

In the other houfe, the D. of A — le got poffeffion of the houfe by ftarting 
up before the fpeech was well ended in the reading to the houfe after the king 
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was gone; and moved for an addrefsdn his ftile of general affurances to fup- 
port the king againft all his enem^rs, without anfwering, part by part, the 
fpeech, as has been ufaal. He was feconded by lord B — ft. Lord Holderneft 
nrade the motion for an addrefs in the -ufual way, and was feconded by lord. 
Hyndford. After a pretty long debate, which turned chiefly on point of 
order, the previous queftion was put on the D.’s motion, which tvas carried in 
the negative by 66 againft 38, and then lord Holdernefs’s motion was agreed 
to. This is the beft account I am able to give you of the opening, and 1 
believe it is better than you expefted, as it exceeded my hopes. 

■JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

.Debate on the fubjed of the army. 

(December 22, 1740.) The debate, your oracle mentioned, was upon the 
fubjedt of the army, in a committee. The point difputed chiefly was the 
method of raifmg the new forces,; the moft advantageous manner of doing 
which, it was inflfted, would be by enlarging the companys, and not raifmg 
new regiments: not but that fome gentlemen in the debate declared they 
thought the prefent number was fufficient. The D. of A — le, in the other 
houfe, had the day before abruptly open’d the fame queftion ; and after dif- 
playing a great deal of military hiftory, concluded in the fame opinion, v^rhich 
ended in a motion for a refolutlon of that houfe, according to that opinion. 
The foldiers of that .houfe did not undertake to clear up the matter, in oppo- 
fition to his grace’s aflertions ; but the civil lords, D. of N — -le, lord Ch— — r, 
and lord Ch — ly, managed the debate on this foot : that they were aflured 
'the gentlemen of the army were much divided in their opinions on the point, 
and therefore it would be improper for that houfe, by a vote, to determine the 
method of increafing the army : fo.a previous queftion was put, and the nega- 
tive carried by a majority of 24 or 2 5. 

In the committee of the houfe of commons, on Wednefday, general Wade 
took upon him, as .a foldier, to argue the point ; and from the conduct of 
king William and the duke of Marlborough, as well as his own arguments, 
gave K a good deal of fatisfaSion. There was, however, a divifion of 252 
againft 197. Mr. P — y and fir R. both referved themfelves for the next day ; 
when, upon the report of the refolution of the committee, there arofe another 
debate ; and there being fewer in the houfe that day, the refolution was agreed 
to by above 60 majority. In thefe debates, as in all other ftrong ones, there 
muft, as you may fuppofe, be fome invidious things thrown out ; but in the 
• . main. 
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maln^ I apprehend. ’twas decent enough. The great D— ^d— n opened the Period VIl. 
oppofition with a very unequal fpeech. We fuppofe now the heat of the 
feffion is over, ’Tis expeded the place-bill will be propofed, but not oppofed 1741. 
in the lower houfe,. 

1741. 

Subftance of Sandys’S fpeech, 13th of February f ] . on moving to remove 
Jir Robert Walpole from the king's prefence, and coimcils ; taken by Henry 
Fox. 

J^R. Sandys lamented the 'miferable -condition of the nation, engaged in a war, WalpoIc 

without any ally abroad, and under the prefltire of an immenfe debt at Papers, 

home 5 faid he would enquire how we came into this lituation, and then make 
the propofal which he had before acquainted the houfe with his d^fign of 
making upon that day. 

In enquiring how we came into this unhappy ftate, he would firlt our 

foreign then our domeftick affairs, and laftly the condudi: of the prefeht 
war. As for the firft, we had abandoned and loft ouFold and natural allys, 
and this by the treaty of Hanover ; for tho’ it was' often faid indeed*, that all 
the misfortunes of our foreign negotiations were primarily owing to the treaty 
of Utrecht, yet he was of another opinion, and had the higheft authority for 
faying that we had, fince that time, and during this adminiftration, been, with 
refpedl to foreign powers, in a moft defirable lituation ; for fuch was the 
defcription of it, inthe late king’s fpeech to his parliament in 1724, as charmed, 
every Englilh ear :■ but this happinefs did not laft long. The Vienna treaty 
was made in the beginning of the next year ; and we, who might; by a very 
little dextejity, have duped France, who has duped, us fo often, inftead of 
doing fo, by the treaty of Hanover, flung ourfelves into her arms; and ' 

England’s affairs, feem ever fince to have- been managed by a French intereft. 

Fleets fent, one to the Baltick, another to the Weft-Indies, to infult, and only 
to infult, the czar and. the king of Spain. The three pretended fecret articles 
of the Vienna treaty, which produced that of Hanover, were tfte fetting up 
the Oftend company, the taking Gibraltar, and theplacii^ the pretender on 
the throne. But when Gibraltar was befieged, what afliftance had w.e from 

* (N. B. He likewife mentioned the congrefs of Cambray, the fending back the Infanta, and 
our refullng the mediation ; but I took no note of what he faid on thefe fubjefts. ) 

15, 


France? 
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:nod VII. France ? Fie was inclined to believe no help was fo much as demanded, becaufe ' 
37101742. Jj^new none would be granted. Dunkirk repaired, was likewife an inftance 
17+1. of their faith. He then mentioned the preliminary's, and the afl: of the Pardo, 
and then the firrt; complaint from the merchants of depredations, when the 
parliament thought fit to recommend pacifick meafures only. Then follow’d 
the treaty of Seville, by which Spanifh troops were to be introduced into Italy. 
Don Carlos went thither ; but we gained nothing. CommilTarys only were 
appointed: and when the parliament, in 1732, addrefled to know tvhat pro- 
grefs they had made, his majefty’s anfwer was, that they were to meet in four 
months; but by the delays of Spain, the conferences -w^ere not opened till 
1734, a proof of Spanifh fidelity ; yet we had introduced the Spaniflr troops 
according to our treaty with the emperor and States General in 1731. We 
then guaranty’d the pragmatick fandion, and engaged to fupport the emperor 
in all his dominions, but Taw him lofe Sicily and Naples, fa'w France get Lor- 
rain, and the power of the houfe of Auftria, which had been ridiculoufly 
magnified in order to vindicate the Hanover treaty, pull’d dowm, and brought 
into its prefent low arid miferable fituation. 

That great man, admiral Vernon, faw this, and advifed againfl France in 
this houfe ; for tvhich reafon it was contrived that he flrould not be of the next 
parliament ; and he. was likewife denyed his rank. Then came the fecond 
complaint of depredations, and the year following the convention ; on which 
occafion he repeated moll of the objeftions made to that treaty, rvhich he 
called one of thofe expedients on which the minifler feem’d to live from year 
to year. When tliis was broke, the order was at firft for reprifals only, fir 
Robert W. being then at Houghton, and negotiations, as he believes, ftill 
going on ; but foon after followed the prefent war. 

As to domeftick affairs, he began with Rating the national debt in 1716, 
then mentioned the debts of the army, which, computed at 400,000!., came 
out, by the ingenuity of the commiffioners appointed to Rate them, to be two 
millions ; then the S. S. fcheme, in which too we followed a French, with this 
difference, that our S. S. did us harm and no good, and their Miffifippi paid 
their debts; he then Rated the debts and finking fund in 1727, and laid that 
the national debt was exadly the fame now as it was then, altho’ the finking 
fund had fince that tune produced no lefs than 1 3 millions, fpent in Spithead 
expeditions and Hide-park reviews. Then he came to the entrance into and 
-conduri: of the prefent war. Vernon, a country gentleman, was the only 
man who could be found fit and willing to be Tent to the W. Indies, but yet 

was 
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was not perfeftly reftored to his rank, as he now hoped he would be. He' 
went, fatisfyed with fair promifes of being fupported and fupplyed, and failed 
from Plymouth on the 3d of Auguft 1739? with letters of reprifal only, for the 
war was not declared till Odober. In September, fome bomb Teffells had 
been fent after him, but no provifions or ftores. On the 15th of January, 
thofe bomb velTels arrived at Jamaica. On March the 1 8th he writes for 
more fupplys. His letters on the table ftiew’d how ill he was fupplyed, and 
likewife his opinion of what he might have done, had he had more of thofe land 
forces which were deny’d him, tho’ Mr. Sandys knew no ufe they were of at 
home but to opprefs the people. America w'as the only place to ad on the 
offenlive in. 


He' Period 
1.,^ ^ 737 to 


Pie then mentioned Haddock, and that there were complaints for want of fup- 
plys there too ; he fpoke of the efcape of the Cadiz and the Ferrol fquadrons ; 
he commended Haddock’s care in furnifhing the trade with convoys, but 
complained much of the want of them from hence, and of cruizers in the 
channel. 


Thefe things being thufs, he would name the author of them ; for tho’ he 
had confidered the difficultys and envy of perfonal attacks, yet he Ihould obey 
the voice of the people, and ad, he f^d, like an honeft man, and like an 
Engliflmian, in maldng this motion (he himfelf a private man, proteded only 
for his innocence) againft one, armed with all power and authority, who 
ufurped a. regal power, and had aimed at and poffelTed himfelf of a place of 
French extradion, the place,- of foie minifter, for fuch he w'as acknowledged 
to be by all the world, and would take it ill to have It difputed upon any other 
occafion. If parliament had given a fandion to fome of the ads he had men- 
tioned, lord Oxford had, notwithftanding fuch fandion, been accufed by 
that gentleman. Parliaments were not infallible ; but, like other courts, upon 
finding they had been led by falfe informations, might alter their opinions. 
But why muft all thefe things be imparted to one man ? Becaufe he was known 
to have taken ev’ry thing, ev’ry branch of government into his own hands. 
For his part, he had received perfonal civilitys from him, and had no- private 
caufe to wifli him ill ; but he could- not but think it neceffary for the welfare of 
this country, that he Ihould no longer continue in his majefty’s counfels who 
had bewildered ■ himfelf In treatys, and broke his. word with ev’ry court in 
Europe ; he therefore moved that an humble addrefs, See. 
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; THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH TO THE REV. DR. BURCH. 
Containing fir Robert Walpole’s account of the debate on the motion for his removal'^ 

My worthy friend Mr. Fowl’e, who married ur Robert Walpole’s niece, was 
very defervedly much in his efteem and confidence ; in a letter from him, dated 
February 7th, 1756, It is thus written:— I lately met with, prepared by fir 
Robert Walpole himfelf, a narrath'e of the motion againft him, for an addrefs- 
to his majefty for the difmiffing him from his council and prefence, a copy of 
which is herewith inclofed. An exad tranfeript follows. ^ 

On Wednefday the loth inftant, February 1740-41, Mr. Sandys flood up. 
in his place in the houfe, and acquainted them that he intended, on Fryday 
following, to open a matter of great importance, that perfonally concerned the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and therefore he hoped he would be that day in 
his place. Sir Robert Walpole immediately rofe up, and thanked Mr. Sandys 
for the notice he gave him, and faid he would not fail to be at that time in the- 
houfe ; and concluded with — nil confeire fbi^ nulla pallefcere culpa. 

Accordingly yefterday, at about one o’clock, Mr. Sandys opened what he 
had to fay, by expatiating in general terms on the ill ftate of our affairs both 
at home and abroad, which proceeded, as he pretended, from the nego- 
tiations and treaties ever fince the year 1725, when the treaty of Hanover was 
made ; from the debts not being paid ; and from the prefent management in 
carrying on the war with Spain; and concluded, that as fir Robert Walpole 
had been minifter ever fince that time, and foie minifter, he muft have been- 
the chief advifer of the meafures perfued ; and therefore moved that an humble 
addrefs fhould be prefented to his majefty, to remove fir Robert Walpole from 
his councils and prefence for ever. He was feconded by lord Limerick. After 
that a motion was made, that fir Robert Walpole fhould be immediatly heard 
and then withdraw. 

This was ftrongly oppofed, on the account of the unprecedented manner of 
proceeding, in charging a gentleman in general terms, by fpeeches only, 
without ftating particular facts as crimes, or bringing, any evidence to prove 
them, or him to be the author and advifer of them ; and then to expedl that he 
fhould withdraw ; and after that other members may be at liberty to ftand up 
and alledge other things, in the fame general way, againft him, without his 
being prefent to hear, and make his defence. In a litle time the egregious ; 
abfurdity of this motion made the propofers drop it without any divifion. 

7 Afterwards. 
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Afterwards a great and a long debate enfued upon the main queftion, and Period ' 
fir Robert Walpole’s friends expofed, in a ftrong and maflerly way, the 
violence and injuftice of propofing to have a member of the ho'ufe, and a per- 
fon of his high ftation, puniflied by the lofs of his charafter and reputation, by 
general allegations, which were not proved to be crimes, and which had re- 
cieved, in former examinations and debates, the approbation and confent of 
parliament ; and in making fir Robert Walpole the author and advifer of the 
things alledged, as prime or foie minifter, without any other evidence but 
that of notoriety or common fame. After a debate which lafted till near 3 
o’clock this morning, the main queftion for the removal of fir Robert Wal- 
pole from his majefty’s councils and prefence for ever was put— ^Yeas 106, 

Nos 290. — Great numbers of the Tories went away, and many of them that 
ftayd voted againft the queftion.— Thus far is fir Robert Walpole’s account. 

The following is a lift of thofe who voted againft the motion, and who . 
withdrew. 

Voted. — C. Gore, T. Gore, fir H. Packington, H. Mackworth, P. Mack- 
worth, B. Manfell, Banks, Rolles, Marlhall, Southwell, Bowes, lord Corn- 
bury, fir William Heathcote, Perry, William Moor, Rutherford, Cartwright, 
Whichcote, lord William Manners, Noel, Noel, Viner, fir G. Oxenden, 
Compton, Sibthorp. 

Withdrew. — Shippen, lord Guernfey, E. Harley, R. Harley, fir E. Bacon, 
Wodehoufe, Taylor, Taylor, fir H. Northcote, fir William Courtnay, fir 
C. Mordaunt, fir J. Dalhwood, lord Quarendon, Hilton, Vernon, William 
Noel, Brown, Fenwick, lord Gage, C. Stanhope, fir N. Curzon, Prowfe, 

C. Pelham, fir H. Smithfon, Wright, Smith, Wigley, lord Chetwynd, PI. 

Waller, Chaffin, Carew, Proby, Levinz, lord Andover, Houblon, Bathurft 
of Gloucefterftiire,— of Sarum, lord Arch. Hamilton, lord Baltimore, lord 
Carnarvan, fir William Irby, Evelyn, Eliot, Montagu. 

Had all thefe, agreeably to the conftant tenor of their oppofition, voted for 
the motion, the majority would have been reduced to 263, and the minority 
raifed to 176. 

JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

Account of the debate on the motio7i to remove Jir Robert Walpole. 

(February a4th, 1740 — i.) Sir Robert had yefterday a triumph at leaft equal Etouj 
to, if not greater, than ever he had. — A motion was made in both houfes in 
the very fame words— to addrefs the king to remove him from his councils 
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and prefence for ever. That in the houfe of commons by Mr. Sandys, feconded 
(as I was told it was to be) by Littleton ; in the other houfe, they fay, by lord 
Carteret, feconded by lord Abington. I have not been particularly informed 
of what paffed in the houfe of lords ; but in the other houfe, as I learn from 
fome of both fides, no motion was ever worfe fupported : even all the life and 
fpirit was againft it. Lord Cornbury, Mr. Harley, Mr. Bowes, and Mr. 
Southwell, fpoke againft it ; and the two Mr. Gores, aldermen* Perry and Mar- 
fiiall, Mr. Mackworth, fir Herbert Packington, and fir George Oxenden, divided 
againft it. ’Tis fuppofed that thirty or forty of the Tories did not vote at all j 
among whom, Shippen and the lord mayor are reckoned. ’Tis computed that 
there were once near 450 members in the houfe ; but upon the divifion, there 
were only 106 for the addrefs, and 290 againft it; which, with the tellers 
and fpeaker, make but 401. The numbers upon the devifion in the other 
houfe were 89 againft, and 47 for it. As this event has given me the utmoft 
pleafure, I dare fay it will give you no lefs ; and therefore would not delay 
giving you an account of it, till I could be more particular. I look upon the 
bufmefs of the feffion to be now over ; and that the minority will immediately 
difband. It was faid, before this queftion came on, that the Torys difliked it, 
and called it a blood-fucking meafure ; it feems to me an infatuation to perfift, 
when they were not fure of all hanging together. 

ROBERT TREVOR TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

■Afprehenjions in Holland on the motion for the re7noval of fir Robert Walpole, and 

joy on its defeat. 

(Hague, March 7, 1741.) Never did the Englifla mail bring more agree- 
able news than that of the 17th paft O. S. People here did not know how 
much they loved fir Robert, till they had frightened themfelves into the 
thoughts of lofing him ; and now they have recovered a little from their 
panick, they hardly know how to exprefs their joy fufficiently ; and I can 
alTure you, it is as well behind my back as before my face,, that his health is 

now daily toafted here. 

( 

CHARLES YORKE TO PHILIP YORKE. 

Debate on the motion for removing fir Robert Walpole. 

Thurfday evening. You cannot conceive how much pleafure and in- 
formation I received from your exaft and accurate accounts of what paffed 
in both houfes of parliament on Friday laft; I Ihould imagine, if what 

one 
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one heard of lord Carteret’s inclinations before was true, that he moved the Period VII. 
queftion in fome fort againft his opinion. I find it is agreed on all hands that 
Mr. Pultney fpoke indifferently. But I am told much better things of fir Robert, ^744* 
and that in that particular only do the other relations of the affairs which I 
have feen differ from the committee’s difpatch. Indeed, I cannot help think- 
ing but he muff have had the greateft reafon in the world to exert himfelf, 
becaufe it is impoflible he fhould be otherwife than in good fpirits ; for, beforebs 
could rife to fpeak, he muft have heard the event of the motion in the houfe of 
lords, and have underftood the temper of many of thofe who compofe the 
minority in the houfe of commons. 

He then adds, that the proteft of the houfe of lords was drawn up by 
Bolingbroke. 

THE EARL GF 'WILMINGTON TO GEORGE DODINGTON. 

Congratulates him on his fuccefs at Melcombe and Weymouth. 

Chifwick, May i6:h) l74i» 

T Came here yefterday morning, and in the afternoon received, with great Melcombe 

pleafure, the favour of your letter from Bridgewater ; and am moft fin- 
cerely glad you are chofe and returned a member for it, tho’ I could have 
wiflied it had been in a lefs expenfive and more agreeable manner : but I hope 
all your trouble and expence is now entirely over for that place. It wou’d be 
the greateft fatisfaftion to me if I cou’d flatter myfelf with the fame hopes with 
relation to "Weymouth ; for tho’ I am moft heartily glad you have had fuccefs 
there, yet I cannot help apprehending, that the eleftion there will be attended 
with a petition. The duke of Dorfet is at prefent at Knole, but as foon as I 
fee him, I fhall obey your commands.. Lord chief baron Lant joins with me 
in congratulating you on your fuccefs. 

GEORGE DODINGTON TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 

Returns for the neiv parliament famurable to the oppojition. — Enforces the neceJJitj 
of oppoftng.—Cenfures fir Robert Walpole as the caufe of the countrf s ruin. 

(May 30 th, 1741.) The caft of this parliament is, I think, pretty well der Melcombe-. 
cided. We only want to know the event of our friends endeavours in Scotland 
and fome few other places : but tho’ I am not fanguine, yet, I am fully perfuaded. Copy.. 
all which remains will not add above ten more to the balance, on the minifterial 
fide, of the computations I have already made. And if thefe computations 
are at all to be depended upon, this, I believe, is the moft equally balanced 

parliament 
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parliament that ever was returned in England, upon paper I mean ; but how 
far paper may alter that equality I cannot pretend to determine. I know your 
lordihip thinks with me, that upon the complexion of this parliament the fate 
of our country depends. I know you are in earneft in the engagements we 
have taken to keep the crown Heady on the king’s head, and to fix it in his 
pofterity; by endeavouring to Hop the total diffolution of all the ties, public 
and private, that bind a free people, by which dilTolution only this minifter 
governs *- 

GEORGE DODINGTON TO THE DUKE OF ARGYLE. 

Sends lifts of the returned members., and makes a calculation of the refpeBive 
Jirength of the oppoftion and adminijiration. — Thinks the complexion of the new 
parliament will be favourable to oppofitioti. — Lays do%m pla7is of condudl and 
attack. — Vifits Pulieney, and complains of his backwardnefs. 

(Eaftbury, the i8th June 1741.) The elections are over j and oUr fuccefs 
in them has, I muft confefs, exceeded my moft fanguine expedlations. Upon ■ 
« the moft exaft examination and enquiry, I am convinced that Providence has, 
once more, put the fate of our country into our own hands, by realifing the 
endeavors of the better fort of people, undeferving as we are of fuch a blelfing 
from the unparaleled profligacy of the higheft and loweft orders of men 
amongft us. Cornwall gave the firft foundation for any reafonable hopes, 
and Scotland has brought the work to fuch a degree of perfedipn, that it 
would be, now, as criminal to defpair of fuccefs, as it would have been, before, 
prefumptuous to have expefted it. The fliare your grace has had in this laft 
great and decifive part gives me all the pleafure, both in my private and 
public capacity, that can be felt by an honeft^nan, and one whom your grace 
is pleafed to honour fo particularly with your proteftion. 

When I am confidering how abfolutely the fate of our country depends 
upon the behaviour of the parliament, it is with concern (and more particu- 
larly when I am vrriting to your grace) that I find myfelf obliged to confine 
the meaning of that term to the houfe of commons. But fo it is, and that it 
is fo, i« one of the crimes of this adminiftration, which has almoft irretrievably 
difabled one of the hands given for our defence, under the frivolous pretence 

* Dodington had totally forgotten, that he had uniformly fupported that very minifter whom 
,he accufes of “ having governed by the di/Jblution of all ties, private and public from the commence- 
Client of his adminiftration till 1 740* when his difappointment at being refufed a peerage, or his 
fubferviency to the duke of Argyle, drove him into oppofition. 
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of flrengthening the other. Your grace knows I always thought any additions Period V 
to one houfe, at the expence of the other, inftead of ftrengtheniiig either, was, 
in reality, weakening both, when they come to afl: together, which is their 1741. 
mutual deftination ; and that neither can acquire any real ftrength but what 
they gain from the prerogative, which it is their duty at all times to watch and 
co-operate againft. 

Be that as it will, to be fiire, at this crifis, we have nothing to do but to 
confine our confiderations to the houfe of commons. They confift, you know„ 
of 558, upon paper I mean, without any abatement for the deaths, abfence, or 
double eleflions of the members before they meet ; all which points Ihall be 
ftated to your grace, that, from the-game Providence has put into our hands,, 
you may fee how much it is our duty to make a proper ufe of it. 

The numbers returned for England and Wales are 5^3 5 with this I. 
fend your grace a little book, the firft column to the left contains the members 
each county fends ; in the middle are the names of the places and the mem- 
bers 5 thofe I judge for us, in red ink t the firft column to the right has the 
members I reckon for the court ; the fecond thofe for the country in each 
county; in the laft column, all the doubtfuls. So that wher< the firft and 
fecond columns to the right do not make up the firft to the left, there ftands- 
a doubtful perfon in the laft column for 'the fame county, which coin- 
pleats the number the county fends. Thus you will be able at once to fee not 
only the numbers, but the perfons whom I reckon for and againft us, and will 
form a much better judgement of this whole affair, from your owm judgement, 
than I can. 

But, as thefe 513 feats cannot be full at firft, we muft confider what abate- 
ments are to be made on account of deaths, abfence, double returns, and 
double eleftions, before the parliament fets down. The alterations it may 
undergo foon after its fitting, by the decifion of double returns and contro- 
verted eleaions, (if not timely prevented,) is eafy to forefee. The abatements 
then in all amount to about 28, of which 5 vacancies being occafioned by double 
returns, I put them to neither fide; the remaining 23 I fuppofe to be 12 on 
the one fide, and 1 1 on the other. So that you fee the majority returned is 8,, 
and the majority that may now fit is 9 in our favour. If the court is fuppofed 
to have all the doubtfuls, then the majority in their favour is 9, to be agam. 
diminiftied by what has been done in Scotland, which I am advifed here not to-, 
inform you of, becaufe there is a report fpread ampngft us (I believe it comes 
from, the court) that you have had fqnie hand in it. To this may be added, m a 
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rlodVII. cafe of the utinofl; extremity, and if we were to put the whole to the pufh, 

!7 to 1742. -whom fome of us can call off upon fuch an extraordinary occafion, and 

1741. where their appearance might be decifive ; and alfo thofe who will naturally go 
with a going game. Some few there are of the firft fort ; and of the laft, (as 
foon as they fee daylight,) God knows there are always enough. The court 
members will alfo be diminilhed, if they are forced to undertake any thing 
upon the continent, (which there is too much reafon to apprehend) from thofe 
of their members whom they mult fend abroad. 

I have nothing more to add upon thefe dry calculations, which I hope you 
will underhand. But if they are right, or near it, nay if the minifter has a 
certain majority not exceeding 10 or 20, or even 30, is it not time, my dear 
lord, to alk the queftion, ay and to have it anfwered too, are we, or are we 
not in earneft ? Your grace and I have lived together in a manner that leaves 
no room for us to afk that queftion of each other. But it muft be alked of 
thofe of the firft quality, weight, and eminence amongft us ; becaufe it is now 
entirely in their hands, and upon their exerting themfelves incelTantly, warmly, 
and efHcaciOufly the, whole depends. If the remainder of the fummer be not 
made as much a fcene of adliion as the beginning has been, we are ftill but a 
rope of fand united, difpirited, unapplied, fitter to throw dull in people’s eyes 
and blind them, till rain comes upon them, than to defend them. 

Our chiefs only can in their different diftrifts confolidate, encourage, and 
enliven us j Ihew us the ftrength and extent of our intereft to confirm and en- 
creafe our refolution ; keep us out of temptations, and arm ourfelves againft 
them ; concert among themfelves, and then communicate fuch meafures as we 
may not only own but wifh with honour. This they, and they only, can do. 
If they- do, 1 . think they have almoft a certainty to fave their country ; and all 
the glory, and great part of the advantage, will be their’s. If they do not, I 
am fure all the difgrace and infamy muft, and I hope a heavy llrare of the de- 
ftruftion they will have fuffered to cover us, will fall upon themfelves. 

In order then to fee if the gentlemen under this defcription are really in 
earneft, I Ihould propofe that 8 or 10 of them fhould meet at a ftked time and 
place., and correft and verify their lifts by each other. From thefe lifts, thus 
verified, a general one fhould be made, which I would call the doubtful lift, 
confifting not only of thofe who may be thought doubtful to the caufe in gene- 
ral, which I prefume will be but few, (for in my lift your grace will fee that I 
give almoft all fuch .to the court at once,) but of thofe alfo who, from relation, 
connexions, natural timidity or miftaken candour and impartiality, cannot 
' ^ ■ eafily 
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eafily bring themfelves up to do juftice to their country, tho’ they will go fo Period V 
far as to oppofe all future attempts of the minifter to hurt it. Thefe, there- 
fore, fhould be particularly confidered with the propereft methods of coming at 174^* 
them, that the gentlemen, at their return into their different diftritis, may be 
the better enabled to apply to them in order to animate and confirm them, and 
bring both thefe denominations of doubtfuls to one folid and uniform deter- 
mination of afting. 

The meeting Qiould then proceed to fix two points at moR (one of which t 
could wifh Ihould come from the Tories) to employ the beginning of the feffion. 

I know your grace does not think me impertinent enough to propofe thefe 
points ; but thus far I will go, that if it Ihall appear that we can bring a tole- 
Table number of good troops together, (which I am convinced we can, and 
keep them too, if thefe and the following meafures are fteadily purfued,) then 
I fay that! am entirely of opinion that we Ihould begin by attacking, and that 
vigoroufly too ; but not upon the choice of a fpeaker, unlefs our numbers 
ftiould appear to be, what I am confident they are not. My reafon is, becaufe 
it is not a point of the utmoft confequence to carry, but it may be fo,to lofe ; 
and there is nobody fo totally difregarded but who, in a matter purely perfonal 
to himfelf, can make fome impreffion more or lefs upon the adverfe party. 

And my reafon for attacking, with the numbers which I am confident w'^ehave, 
is from the nature of our body compared with that of the court party. We 
are but a militia with fome fpirit at beft ; they difciplined troops regularly 
paid, joining in the principles as well as the fe-rvice of their mafter ; taught to 
think, and making great proficiency in their learning, that every thing that is 
advantageous is right. There is great reafon to fear that fuch principles, in- 
culcated by power and fupported by profit, will fpread, on the one hand, if 
no check be put to them ; and on the other, that the fpirit of our friends, 
fupported by honour and integrity only, may flag and diminifh, unlefs timely 
brought into adion. Thofe. who give an ill minifter time, give 'him every 
thing; he knows his danger, and will fpare nothing to prevent it. We fhould 
confider, when vice has the foie difpofal of the rewards due only to virtue,, 
how formidable the attack muft be ; how hard to be withftood. But if we 
give it time to employ all its temptations upon a body unprepared, uncon- 
neded, infenfible of it’s own ftrength and extent, it is not prudence, but pre- 
fumption, to imagine that it can be withftood at all. Therefore, I am for 
putting our body into as good order as the time will permit, (and that is a good 
deal,) and then carrying them into adion. 
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The lafl: thing required of thefe gentlemen is, that whatever meafures they 
fliould agree upon, they Ihould, in their different diflrifts, communicate to 
almofl: ail fuch as they expedt either to take part in or fupport them. Implicit 
faith and obedience without knowledge, is neither good divinity nor good poli- 
ticks in a free country.. It is never willingly fubmitted to even in courts j but 
upon corrupt motives, and amongft independent gentlemen, we muft not expeft 
that it will be fubmitted to at all. I much doubt, in oppofitions particularly, 
if there does not more mifchief arife by difobliging people, and furnifhing 
plaufible handles of defertion from want of commimication, than there does 
from, the indiferetion or treachery that may be the confequence of communi- 
cation.. 

This is all I wifh to have done before the feffion ; and if this, or fomething 
of this kind, be not done, I fhall hope but little from the event of it. Imme- 
diate application and aftivity are the foul of our undertaking : without them 
we had not had the ground to ftand upon we now have. 

If I am told that what I propofe is impracticable, that men of quality will 
not leave their neceffary bufmefs, or more neceffary amufements, to run about 
fixing what was never fixed, and fettling what was never fettled, but at all 
times greatly left to chance and accidental opportunity to determine ; I anfwer, 
it is very -true, it has been fo, and that is th-e very reafon why courts and mi- 
nifters always have, and, I believe, always will prevail. Let them tell me, how 
they can employ their time better than in endeavouring to refcue their country 
from the brink of deftruCtion ? If they can’t tell me, and yet cannot give them- 
felves the trouble to employ it that way, let them take this piece of advice at 
leaft, not wholly to throw it away j and if they are not afhamed to do the mi- 
nifter’s bufinefs, don’t let them be alhamed to take their reward, but throw off 
the malk and own their mafter. This is not a time to be habitually vicious, and 
virtuous accidentally, and by fits and ftarts only. Providence has been pleafed 
(unmerited as it is) to give us a glimpfe of day-light, fufficient to encourage 
virtuous labour with a, profpeft of fuccefs.. The country, under the preffure of 
habitual corruption and the late torrent of bribery, that at once* overwhelmed 
her, has done her duty, and returned a fufficient number of independent gen- 
tlemen (if rightly managed) to reftore her by .flow degrees to her former dig-. 
nity and reputation. If, therefore, the great men will not now do their duty, 
let them not impute the effefrs of their criminal indifference and inactivity to. 

* The writer did not the corruption and bribery till.he/was.out.of office.. 
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Providence, or our country. In the laft cafe it would be injulHce, and pte- 
fumption in the firft. 

It it impoffible, my dear lord, in confidering a fubjefl; of fuch delicacy, and 
extent, but that many obfervations muft arife upon the great variety of methods 
and events that may contribute to abate the numbers and edge of the oppofi- 
tion, as well as continue and encreafe both. I will mention a few of the moffc 
obvious in all thefe cafes, in as fuccinft a manner as poffible. 

The firft, and, I truft, the only way the minifter has in his power to filence 
all oppofition at once, is to do right ; to adminifter the government, in con- 
jundtioii with his fellow-fervants, honeftly, ably, and impartially. But you and 
I well know * that his underftanding is fo confined and depraved, that tho’ we 
don’t wifh for one man who would not facrifice all his views and refentments 
upon that foie condition, he does not think it would gain him five^ and if he 
did, thofe five would of all mankind be the objects of his fcorn and derifion : fo 
that there is no great danger that the oppofition Ihould die a violent death from 
that expedient. 

That wonderful expedient of bribery and corruption in private is one of the 
great arts by which he fliews his fuperior genius; his promifes, To notorioufly 
Fallacious, is another. But the firft is fuch an infult to a man of honour, and 
the office, fuppofed to be conveyed by the laft, known to be held by fuch a 
llavifli tenure, that one would think there wanted but little virtue and lefs 
capacity to guard againft either. 

The laft I fhall mention (and I fhould injure him much if I did not mention 
t) is his. great talent at dividing and fowing diffenfions, even among his own 
zreatures, if he difcovers the leaft propenfity to efteem", friendfhip, or real 
jnion in any one thing, but a fervile dependence upon himfelf. This in the 
oppofition, where he cannot reach himfelf, is done by others. The lie is pro- 
pagated by one friend to another by his agents. This we are well acquainted 
with, and I think that gentlemen who are new to thefe vile arts fhould be a 
ittle cautioned and prepared againft them, before they come where they will 
:ertainly be praftifcd upon them. 

Thefe, I take it for granted, are fome of the chief artifices that are not only 
rnder confideration, but already in adual operation, to diminilh and divide us. 

In order, therefore, to defeat the effedl of thefe'praftices, when we do meet, I 
;hink our firft endeavours muft be to create as total and entire a feparation be- 
■ween the parties as poffible. This is of the utmoft confequence, both to the 

■* It was a knowledge which came late both to Dodington and the duke of Argyle. 
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iod VII. younger and to the mofl; eminent and diftinguiflied amongft us. As to the 
younger, what can the unguarded learn but a total diflolution of manners ? the 
1741. vain, but extravagance ? and the private country gentleman, but to defpife and 
repine at his own fituation, loaded with taxes to fupport the profufion he fees 
them riot in i As to the more diftinguiflied, it. furniflies materials for fufpicion, 
foundation for lies, and countenance to the belief of them. What can an au- 
dience eompofed of all denominations, coming from all quarters of the town, 
think, when they hear gentlemen charging a miniftry, with a force of argument 
and eloquence truly Roman, as the laft and moft profligate men, and the mo- 
ment after the debate is over laughing and mingling with the very perfons they 
have fo. juftly and forcibly inveighed againft, flipping with their families, play- 
ing at their houfes, crowding their aflemblies, taking (and I fear, making) 
part of all their diverfions ? Muft not the bulk of mankind that fee, or are told 
of, this behaviour, conclude, that it is all reprefentation and not reality 5 a trial 
of Ikill only in the noble fcience, where the mafters, as foon as they leave the 
ftage, are laughing together at thofe who thought them in earneft, and going 
home to fliare the money of the houfe ? 

But in proportion as -I would wifli this feparation entire, our connexion and 
habitude with each other Ihould encreafe ; it fliould be chearful, communica- 
tive, and,, above all, frequent. The moft eminent amongft us Ihould call us to- 
gether, countenance us, and enliven our meetings. They Ihould fometimes 
condefcend to entertain, as well as inftruft, and fiiew us how gracefully plea- 
fure and politenefs, true wit and humour j became men of honour and quality, 
without defcending to the manners of a porter, or the language of the ftews. 

Particular care muft be taken that gentlemen of private fortunes, or even of 
large ones, who have no eftablilhment, and poflibly little acquaintance in town, 
fhould not be left to Ihift for themfelves. They muft be taken care of by thofe 
who are habituated there : and in order to. make that eafy to both fides, decent 
frugality muft be the cement of our fociety ; and above all, that Ample deftruftive 
emulation of tables Ihould be entirely exploded and fupprefled. And here I 
muft thank your grace, and a few more of our noble friends, who have fet this- 
on foot, not only by your approbation, but example ; and tho’ your elevation 
and fortunes make expence indifferent to you, have, for noble ends, conde- 
fcended not only to accept, but to give us fuch entertainments as we can afford 
to return frequently, even with that foolifli miftaken appearance, of equality 
which we are fo Amply fond of, and cannot help affecting. 

Clubs, 
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Clubs, above all things, Ihould be countenanced and encouraged, and no 
private engagements fliould take place of them ; but particularly that inftituted 
to watch over and defend elections : upon this the whole depends. I am fure 
they are fo far from being ftrong enough to garble us, if we refolve to prevent 
it, that we can garble them, if we fet heartily about it. Therefore all earliell 
endeavours mull be ufed to inculcate the attendance upon this club, and to 
make it infamous to defert an election. 

The pompous and aifuming manner in which the minifter and his depend- 
ants alFeCl to talk of himfelf, Ihould alfo be a little confidered. I own I think 
them in the right ; becaufe I know ’tis of great confequence to feize the ima- 
ginations of mankind, and very often what is afferted with an impofing con- 
fidence, is believed with an unexamining credulity. But for my own part, who 
never faw his capacity in a light either to be defpifed or envied, I cannot con- 
ceive why we fliould acquiefce in the aflfertion, and propagate the delufion. 

I fliall mention but one point more, whigh calls for, and, I am afraid, will baffle 
our moft ferious and mofl; united endeavours. It is, to extirpate the name of Whig 
and Tory from amongft us. Thofe two Ample founds are more worth to the mi- 
nifter than all his boafted abilities, and have coft the nation more than his rapa- 
cioufnefs : there is a fafcination in them that is aftonifliing. Your grace and I 
have often agreed that, in the courfe of our acquaintance, we never met with 
a fet of gentlemen of more extenfive honour and benevolence, truer lovers of 
their country, or more zealous to ferve it, than the principal of the Tories. 
They have broke thro’ the charm, but it ftill has power over the bulk of them. 
Several of them have the fame good qualities ; but if the name of Whig comes- 
acrofs them, it locks up all their faculties, and they cannot exert them. They 
ftand, like knights-errant of old, under hidden enchantment, with their arms 
extended, and their mouths open, in the very attitude to aCl and fpeak for the 
man when the charm comprehended in that fy liable feizes them ; and they can 
do neither for the Whig. This I have experienced, and lately too, from the 
bulk of them, as I have the very reverfe, and as lately, from fome of the moft 
eminent amongft them, which I am very proud to acknowledge, and Ihould 
be more fo to deferve. To them and to their example I leave it, to open the 
minds of their friends, and to extend their notions. 

But, on the other hand, we, of the other Ample denominadon, fliould affift 
them to the beft of our powers ; but chiefly by not being what we blame, and 
afdng upon the fame narrow principles which we complain of ; and above all, 
that foolilh manner of difcourfe, which I have complained of to your grace,. 
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muft be put an entire flop to ; which is, that we are fuch immaculate Wliigs, 
that if any change ftould happen, we fliould be as forry as the minifter that a 
Tory fhould be employed ; and would ufe all endeavours to keep any ffiare of 
the adminiftration out of their hands. How impudent is this ! What man, of 
body of men, will aft with another, to be made profelTedly the fcaffolding of his 
fortune, and then fwept away with the reft of the - rubbifh ? Befide, is it not 
as unjuft as impudent? If gentlemen have ferved their country fteadily and 
difintereftedly ; if, by their honeft endeavours jointly with our’s, the admini- 
ftration Ihould recover its former luftre, and the pofts of the publick once 
•more become the pofts of honour, why have they not an equal right to pre- 
tend to and enjoy them in their turn ? Were I uncharitable enough to aflign 
any meaning or motive to thefe difcourfes, I could find none but an eagernefs 
to get into place, accompanied by the fear of being difappointed by a more 
deferving rival. If the Tories profefs reftraining the prerogative; defending 
and augmenting the rights and liberties of the people ; and preferving the pro- 
teftant family on the throne, at the expence and hazard of their lives and for- 
tunes, (and the moft eminent ariiong them do profefs this,) what farther is 
required to the political creed of a true Eirglifiiman ? And, if they aft inva- 
riably up to what they profefs, I will pronounce them, not only true Englillr- 
men, but eminent ones too ; and, for my own part, I llrall look upon them as 
my brothers in pretenfions, and my elder brothers in merit ; the firft, I am 
fure, they are entitled to from us all, and I hope they will meet with it. 

I think I have taken notice of what feems the moft abfolutely neceflary to be 
done, both before and after the meeting of the parliament, in order to confirm 
.and confolidate our friends, and to obviate the attempts of the minifter upon 
us. The firft pgrt, I own, I think of the greateft confequence and importance ; 
but your grace knows that your poor fervant is neither of rank nor weight 
fufficient to aft any part in it ; but that it may be done, and fuccefsfully too, 
by thofe who have both, is what I am enthufiaft enough to be entirely con- 
vinced of. I think the meeting fhould be held, with all convenient fpeed, at 
London, as the place of the leaft obfervation ; and if, after gentlemen had 
talked with their friends in confequence of this meeting, they fliould drop into 
the Bath (as moft of them ufually do) in the autumn, they might communi- 
cate the fuccefs of their endeavours, and would come to parliament armed and 
prepared againft all events. But if the fummer is given • the minifter to con- 
firm his own friends, and break into our’s, and if they think, by coming up lo 
days before, to communicate what they have not time to concert, and to con- 
folidate 
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folidate thofe they have not time to get acquainted with, for my own part, I 
give it all up : nothing fhort of an entire coalition wdll carry us thro’ with 
fuccefs : that will do it. But, in order to convince the bulk, on both Hides, 
of the fincerity as well as the neceffity of this coalition, after feveral uncouth 
accidents that I need not enumerate, the great ones muft meet, take frelh 
engagements with each other, and publilh and prefs thofe engagements and 
that union upon all their followers ; otherwife ’tis impoffible to get them up to 
town in a manner to expect fuccefs. Popular and national points unconcerted, 
uncommunicated, will not do j they have been tiy^ed, and with what event ? 
They muft be convinced, that as the labour and hazard is equal, the advan-. 
tages, fhould they fucceed, Ihould be fo too j and upon whatever felf-denying 
principles fome particulars may ad, the only fare way to make bodies of men 
conform to an unity of adion, is to convince them of an unity of intereft re- 
fulting from that adion. And this is my firm opinion. 

Never was your grace’s prefence, I think in my confcience, more necelfary 
io the fervice of your country than now, notwithftanding all the great things 
fou have done for her formerly and of late ; but, confidering where you are, 
he fatigues you have gone through, I will not put you down among thofe- 
,vho I think ought to meet with all convenient Ipeed •, tho’ I moft ardently 
vifh you to be at their head. They are, of the lords, Oxford,. Thanet, Cob-’ 
lam, Gower, Bathurft j Chefterfield is abroad,, and poor lord Carlifle’s family 
miploys him too difagreeahly, as I hear ; of the commons, lord Noel Somerfet, 
^r. Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, fir John Barnard, fir John Cotton, fir W. W.. 
iVynn, Mr. Fazakerley, Mr. Thomas Pitt of Cornwall, who has managed thofe 
ledions with great fuccefs, and who is the prince’s man ; and fomebody muft 
>e had from that quarter, from, whence I forefee. many inconveniences will 
.rife, that will give us fome uneafinefs in the courfe of bufinefs. 

I go to London for a few days, merely to try. if I can ftir any body to ad 
here, tho’ without expedation of' fuccefs.. After that I can do no more, but 
ntirely take my leave o:^ it, unlefs your grace can find a way to convey any 
ommands to me that may give me weight and authority enough to awaken 
ny of them to a fenfe of their duty at this critical jundure. I will execute 
ny thing you fend me ; and lhall think it neither trouble nor lofs of labour,, 
a go after people; particularly I will willingly make a vifit to lord Bathurft or 
Iruce, if you have any inftrudions for them that may put things in motion 
ar I again fay, that he, , of the confiderable ones amongft us, that now refufes- 
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:riodVIL to aft, betrays his country in my opinion, and does half the minifter’s bufinels 
for him. 

j;4i- I do verily believe, this country may, by great pains and induftry, and by 

flow degrees, become once more reftored to it’s former grandeur and repu- 
tation. The glory of doing it, the infelt fatisfadion that will refult from the 
gratitude of this, and the applaufes of future ages, I willingly refign to thofe 
whofe exalted rank and capacity make it not only graceful, but incumbent on 
them to attempt it. If they do, I fliall think the profcription I have gone 
thro’, and the pains .and expence I have been at, well employed : if not, I can, 
with patience and refignation, fit ftill, and take the fate of my country, with 
great gratitude to God, that while he has left my wifhes for the publick at 
large, he has been pleafed to contrad my private ones, more than my fortune. 
To his goodnefs, my dear lord, I heartily recommend your grace ; that he 
would preferve you long in health, to unite us by your authority, to inftrud 
us by your experience, and to animate us by your example, to perfed this 
great work which you have fo generoully engaged in, and fo nobly fupported j 
and fi'om which (whatever others may do) I am fure you will never withdraw 
the foot that you have fet foremoft. I fhall not fend this letter, unlefs I find 
a fafe conveyance to fend it from London. 

P. S. (London, 3d July.) I got hither 22d of laft month. I found no body 
of confequence but Mr. Pulteney and lord Carteret. The laft I do not vifit, 
and the firft I called upon as I came into town. He favoured me with a vifit the 
next morning ; the next day I waited upon him, and had above an hour’s converf- 
ation with him alone. I prefTed all the points upon him, that I have mentioned 
to your grace. He agreed as to our numbers ; *but was very cold and indif- 
ferent as to all the reft. “ He faw no ufe of a meeting, or concert ; would 
by no means undertake to write to or fummon gentlemen ; (lord Gower is in 
the neighbourhood ;) thought a fortnight before the feflion would be time 
enough ; that if popular and national points were gone upon, people muft 
follov/ them without farther preparation ; that he would meet, if he was fent 
to, but would rather his friends would let him know what was refolved upon, 
and he <would take his part ; that he was weary of being at the head of a 
party ; he would rather row in the galleys, and was abfolutely refolved not to 
charge himfelf with taking the lead and a great deal more to the fame 
purpofe. I, combated his objedions as well as I was able, and as much, and 
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poflibly more, than was proper ; but very ineffe£lually. Since that I have Period Vii, 
never had the pleafure of feeing or hearing from him till yefterday, when 
we dined together at Mr, Jeffries, with Harry Furnefs and lord Limericic,- all 1741. 
of whom are exceffively uneafy at thefe his refolutions ; and have, feparately 
and together, faid all they could to prevail on him to fend to people and to 
aft, but all to no purpofe. I believe, indeed, I am not a proper perfon to per- 
fuade Mr. Pulteney ; but I wonder they fliould not ; fo the whole is over ; and 
I entirely take ray leave of it. After what has paft, nothing can be done with- 
out an entire coalition and concert ; that cannot be had without a meeting of 
the principals. He will not bring about that meeting. If it was brought 
about, and any thing concerted, to be in confequence communicated, the 
execution muff be in the houfe of commons. He will take a part, but will 
not undertake to take the lead, and charge himfelf with the execution of it. 

Nobody elfe can do it, I am fure they cannot 5 and from many and very certain 
reafons, I am fure they cannot. So that I have entirely done with it, and will ' 
never meddle with affairs either in or out of the houfe, imlefs your grace com- 
mands ma. Your commands I will obey ; your behaviour to your country is. 
fuch as intitles you to the fervices of all honeft men, and particularly mine, 
who have had the honour and advantage of feeing it fo near. The minifter is 
a good deal 'llartled at his. parliament. When they talk ferioully to perfons of 
note and knowledge, they don’t pretend their majority is above iC How 
they reckon them I know not ; but I well know, that if we take proper mea- 
fures, fixteen and nothing is the fame thing j but' if we do not, it is the fame 
as ftxty. 

The news from Carthagena came a few days before me. It feems univer- 
fally agreed, that the land-fervice has been ill performed. The miniftry are 
divided, as I find by their creatures. Walpole has a great mind to lay the 
mifcarriage on Yernon; the chancellor and the duke of Newcaftle, upon the 
land-forces. I would have had a paper immediately wrote, while the minds of 
niankind were in agitation, fhewing the mifcarriage was his own, who declared 
againft the war at firft ; and, when the nation would have it, had neither the 
modefty to alter his opinion, nor the honefty to fuffer thofe to carry it on, 
who were able and willing to undertake it. I would have proceeded to juftify 
Vernon, who was not his choice, and let the blame lie (tho* gently) upon 
thofe who were his choice, which muff; have reduced him to the neceffity of 
taking the very unpopular fide againft Vernon; or elfe to follow up and 
appear to be drove into approving it. This alfo I propofed to Mr. Pulteney, 
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riodVII. but had not the good luck to fucceed. . They are refolved to fend as many 
7101742. troops as will make the number the fame they fet out with. But the 

1741. word: news is behind ; which is, the report of an alliance between France, 
Spain, Sardinia, Sweden, Pruffia, and Bavaria. There feems but too much 
reafon to fear fomething of this nature j and I am told the French troops are 
ordered to march into Bavaria. 

.3(c ###** # * 

I fet out for my folitude on Thurfday the nth, from which I lhall not ftir, 
but by your command, till the day before the feffion. For God’s fake come 
■ as fooii as polTible j indeed it never was more necelfary. 

Nil fine te mlidum, nec arhabile quidquam. 

, THE DUKE OF ARGYLE TO GEORGE DODINGTON. 

Highly approves his fentiments and plans.— Is determined to perfevere this f^ion, 

and, if unfuccefsful, to retire. 

[elcombe - (Caroline Park, Augull 15th, 1 741.) I have received my dear Mr. Doding- 
Papers. which gave me great pleafure and great pain. I am perfuaded, as 

you fay, that Providence has put power into the hands of thofe who may fave 
their country if they pleafe 5 and yet who, for one reafon or other, will not 
do it. I moll heartily agree with you in every word your letter contains ; and 
am aftonilhed that when our friend fees the turn the eledions have taken, he 
fhould retain the fame way of thinking he was in when he had reafon to 
believe they would have gone againll us; fuch things we may lament, but 
cannot help. 

. You and I, and indeed many more, have done our duty ; but I think we 
are Hill obliged to attend this feliions of parliament ; and if fome gentlemen 
are pleafed to perfevere in the fentiments their adions have explained for fome. 
time pad, I think we may then retire with honour ; and that is the part I lhall take 
the liberty to ad. I have not heard from any of our friends fmee I have been 
in this country, and confequently know nothing of their fentiments. I intend 
to fet out for Adderburythe eighth or tenth of September at farthell, when 
I lhall fee Cobham and Bathurft, and then you lhall hear from, &c. 

I believe there are feverai gentlemen who go from, this country that I. lhall 
be able to put into your hands. 


THE 
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THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO GEORGE DODINGTON. 
of the new members highly favourable. — Condemns the conduct of Pidteney 
a7id Carteret. — Prodigious influence of Pulteney. — Forms plans of oppofition in 
parliament, — States the difficulties. — Is refolved to follow the duke of Argyle. 

SIR, Spfi, September 8th, 174X. 

J^AVING at laft found a fafe way of fending you this letter, I fliall, without 
the leaft referve, give you my thoughts upon the contents of your’s of 
the 30th of May O. S. 

By the bell; judgement I can form of, the lift of this prefent parliament, and 
I have examined it very carefully, we appear to be fo ftrong, that I think we 
can but juft be called the minority j and I am very fure that fuch a minority, 
well united and well condufted, might foon be a majority. But, 

Hoc opus hie labor ejl. 

It will neither be united nor well conduced. Thofe who Ihould lead it will 
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make it their bulinefs to break and divide it ; and they will fucceed. I mean 
Carteret and Pulteney. Their behaviour for thefe few years has, in my mind, 
plainly fliewn their views and their negotiations with the court ; but, furely, 
their conduft at the end of laft feflion puts that matter out of all difpute. 
They feared even the fuccefs of that minority, and took care to render it as 
infignificant as poflible. Will they then not be much more apprehenfive of the 
fuccefs of this ; and will not both their mprit and their reward be much the 
greater for defeating it ? If you’ll tell me that they ought rather to avail them.^ 
felves of thefe numbers, arid, at the head of them, force their way where they 
are fo impatient to go, I will agree with yoh, that in prudence they ought ; but 
the fact is, they reafon quite differently, defire to get in, with a few by 
negotiation, and not by viritory with numbers, who they fear might prefume 
upon their ftrength, and grow troublefome to their generals. 

On the other hand, fir Robert mull be alarmed at our numbers, and muff 
refolve to reduce them before they are brought into the field. He knows by 
experience, where and how to apply for that purpofe; with this difference 
only, that the numbers will have raifed the price, which he muft come up to. 
And this is all the fruit I expefl; from this ftrong minority. You will poflibly 
afk me, whether all this is in the power of Carteret and Pulteney ? I anfwer, 
yes ; in the power of Pulteney alone. He has a perfonal influence over many, 
and an interefted influence over more. The filly, half-witted, zealous Whigs 
confider him as the only fupport of whigifm ; and look upon us as running 

4 E a head- 
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Tied vn. headlong into Bolingbroke and the Tories. The interefted Whigs, as Sandys, 
3 7 to 1 742. Rufiiout, and Gibbon, with many others, are as impatient to come into court 
5741. as he can be ; and, perfuaded that he has opened that door a little, will 
hold fall by him to fqueeze in with him, and think they can juftify their con- 
dud to the publick, by following their old leader, under the colours (tho' 
falfe ones) of whigifm. 

What then, is nothing to be done ? Are we to give it up tamely, when the 
profped feems fo fair ? No ; I am for ading, let our numbers be what they 
will. I am for diferiminating, and making people fpeak out ; tho’ our num- 
bers Ihould, as I am convinced they will, leffen confiderably by it. Let what 
will happen, we cannot be in a worfe fituation than that we have been in for 
thefe lafl; three or four years. Nay, I am for ading at the very beginning of 
the feffions, and bringing our numbers the firft week ; and points for that pur- 
pofe, I am fure, are not wanting. Some occur to me now, many more 
will, I dare fay, occur to others ; and many will, by that time, prefent them- 
felves. 

For example, the court generally propofes fome fervile and fliamelefs tool 
of their’s to be chairman of the committee of privileges and eledions. Why 
ihould not we, therefore, pick out fome Whig of a fair charader, and with 
perfonal connedions, to fet up in oppofition ? I think we Ihould be pretty 
flrong upon this point. But as for oppofition to their fpeaker, if it be 
• Onflow, we ihall be but weak j he having, by a certain decency of behaviour, 
made himfelf many perfonal friends in the minority. The affair of Carthagena 
will of courfe be mentioned ; and there, in my opinion, a queftion, and a 
trying one too, of cenfure, lies very fair, that the delaying of that expedition 
fo late laft year was the principal caufe of our difappointment. An addrefs 
to the king, deflring him to make no peace with Spain, unlefs our undoubted 
right of navigation in the Well Indies, without moleftation or fearch, be 
clearly, and in exprefs words, flipulated j and till we have acquired fome 
valuable poffeffion • there, as a pledge of the performance of fuch ftipulation : 
fuch a queftion would furely be a popular one, and diftrefsfull enough to the 
miniftry. 

I entirely agree with you, that we ought to have meetings to concert mea- 
fures fome time before the meeting of the parliament ; but that I likewife know 
will no't happen. I have been thefe feven years endeavouring to bring it about, 
mid have not been able. Fox-hunting, gardening, planting, or indifference, 
having always kept our people in the country, till the very day before the 

6 - meeting 
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Bxeetiiig of the pariiament. Befides, would it be eafy to jfettle who ihould be Period VII. 
at thofe meetings ? If Pulteney aid his people were to be chofe, it would be 74 ^* 

only informing them beforehand, what they ftiould either oppofe or defeat ; 1741* 

and if they were not there, their own exclufion would in fome degree juftify, 
or at leaft colour, their condufl:. As to our moll flagitious houfe, I believe 
you agree there is nothing to be done in it ; and for fuch a minority to ftruggle 
with fuch a majority, would be much like the late king of Sweden’s attacking 
the Ottoman army at Bender, at the head of his cook and his butler. 

Thefe are difficulties, the infurmountable difficulties, that I forefee j and 
which make me abfolutely defpair of feeing any good done. However, I am 
entirely at the fervice of you and the reft of my friends who mean the public 
good. I will either fight or run away as you Ihall determine. If the duke of 
Argyle founds to battle, I will follow my leader j if he flays in Oxfordfliire, 

I’ll flay in Grofvenor-fquare. I think it is all one which we do as to our 
houfe. j your’s muft be the fcene of action, if aftion there be 5 and aftion, I 
think, there Ihould be, at leafl for a time, let your numbers be what you will. 

I leave this place to-morrow, and fet out for France ; a country which, in 
my confcience, I think as free as our own ; they have not the form of freedom, 
as we have. I know no other difference *. I fliall pafs a couple of months 
in rambling through the fouthern provinces, and then return tp England, to 
receive what commands you may leave for, &c. 

JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

Parliamentary proceedings on the motion for an addrefs. 

(December loth, 1741.) There was a divifion in the houfe of lords, upon 
the motion for an addrefs, of 83 againfl 43. The D. of A — le fpoke in the 
debate; but I don’t hear that he fhone. much: but lord C — d did, what 
with argument, and what with wit. In the other houfe, on Tuefday, there 
was no divifion : an amendment was propofed by lord N — e S — t, feconded 
by Sh— n, who declared that he loved divifions ; but that motion was dropped, 
upon fir Robert Walpole’s coming into another amendment, propofed by Mr. 

P — y, who declared againft dividing ; and obferved, with a witticifm, that 
dividing was not the way to multiply : in the fame humour, upon fpeaking of 

* This aifertion proves the-powerful and malignant influence of party, when fo enlightened a 
man as Chefterfield could, merely from a fplenetic oppofitioxi to the minifter, maiutaiii that Fiance 
was as free as England, 
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Ei the balance of power, he faid he did not knoilv how it was abroad, not being in 
j fecrets, but congratulated the houfe, that he had not for thefe many years 
known it fo near an equilibrium as it now is there. He and fir Robert fpoke 
two or three times a-piece, and agreed upon going into the ftate of the nation 
the 2 i ft of next month. There was a divilion yefterday, upon a motion made 
by fir W. y. upon the return for Bolliny, againft which Klit Tower and Mr. 
Sabine are petitioners ; and carried for the motion, only by 222 againft 215. 
In the majority were, alderman Heathcote, out of friendlliip to Tower ; fir 
William- Morrice gained, as ’tis faid by lord Abergavenny, for what reafon is 
obvious enough ; and Ned Rudge, how accounted for I don’t know ; and 
Clive the lawyer : and I am told that four of the fitting member’s friends were 
ihut out at the divifion. This account I leave to your reflection. The confe- 
quence of it is, that the return is to be brought up to-morrow ; when, I fup- 
pofe, ’twill be more fully attended, and another divifion may happen. ’Tis 
fuppofed that more than 500 members are in towm ; and I have heard, that at 
a hotch-potch meeting of Torys and patriots t’other day, 210 were prefent, 
and 25 fent excufes, who were willing but not' able to attend. So much for 
thefe points at prefent : if any thing confiderable happens foon, you will again 
hear fi'om me. 

I forgot to mention, that a great ftruggle is expeCted for the chairman of 
the committee of eleftion : Dr. Lee is propofed on one fide, and ’tis doubted 
he will make a confiderable party : the old chairman is reckoned to have made' 
himfelf many enemies by tho freedom of his wit, efpecially among the Scotch ; 
and ’tis imagined that he will be dropt for Mr. Clutterbuck, in hopes that the 
latter’s character may gain him a fairer chance. 

JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

Divifions in the committee ^ eleSlions. — Expe&ations of a favourable return. — On 

the Wejiminfter eleSIion. 

(December 17th, 1741-) As impatience of knowing what has pafled at 
Weftminfter fince my laft, may give fome anxiety in our prefent. doubtfull 
fituation, I proceed with my account On Friday the return for Bolflney was 
ordered to be taken off the roll, and the return of Meffrs. Tower and Sabine 
filed in it’s ftead — Yeas 224, Nos 218. Alderman H — te, who, I fuppofe, 
had been fchooled in his return into the city from his Wednefday’s vote, not 
only changed fides, but fpoke on the contrary fide with fury 5 and our fir 

Roger, 
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Roger, who in the minority on Wednefday, (how that came about I don’t Period VII. 
know, unlefs it was becaufe Tower may have fome intereft at Houghton ^737toi74^- 
Regis,) was likewife in the minority on Friday : and I have heard, that between 1741. 
thofe two days, he was given to underftand by our D — ke, that he was not to ' 
expeft his intereft, if he did not give every vote as required. On Monday 
there was a divifion, upon the day for hearing the Denbigh eleftion, which 
was carried by the petitioner’s' friends, 201 againft 193. The chairman of 
the committee of eleftions was chofen laft night: and may this not be a de- 
cifion of the majority! For Dr. Lee 242, for Mr. Earle 238.. This I was 
informed of laft night, but without particular ohfervations on the divifion ; 
and well hoped that this morning I might hear of ten or a dozen at leaft, 
either Scotch members, lawyers, or others, who might either be prejudiced 
againft the old chairman, or have fome other reafons for inclining to the new 
one, without being enemys to the new adminiftration. But all I can find 
•of that kind is, that Mr. Mel — fli was in the majority, upon a promife that 
on that condition the petition- againft him Ihould be dropped; and Tom 
H — y — y, whofe motive I have not heard afligned ; and Mr. Clive, who was 
fteady in the affair of Bolfiney, and was thereon thought to be determined ; 
and Mr. Y — k for Richmond. Are we to be concluded by this tryal ?■ I, who^ 
love always to give myfelf hopes, as long as one can reafonably do fo, am at 
prefent fond of flattering myfelf, and our friends, that out of the abfent mem-- 
hers, who are in town, but from ficknefs or o-ther accidents in their family, 
were difabled from attending, the greater number would have been for Mr.- 
E. ; and I reckon the whole are not fewer than 20 or 30. 

Of our friends I know Hanbury 'Williams, Laroche, and White were kept 
away by illnefs ; Col. Bladen, by the lofs of his wife’s daughter, the day before ; 
and Strickland, by the death of his wife : but as this is but conjefture, 
as to the majority of the abfentees, and as ’tis natural to hear of the ficknefs, , 

&c. of friends, more than the other party, nothing can be concluded from it 
with certainty, without knowing every one’s, name, and the reafons of his, 
abfence : but then, may we not likewife fuppofe,- that, there might be. half a. 
fcore or more capricious (fuch as Mr. Y — k), or a fort of neutrals, in party, 
fo far as that can be, who were drawn into this majority by a preference of the 
doftor’s charader in their own minds, but yet, upon material points, maybe; 
determined otherwife by reafon. Thefe fancys. Town, may be deceitfull: 
whether they are or no, time muft difcover; but, fuppofing the partys at 

, prefentc 
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''IL prefent are fo near an. equality, may we not hope that the new eledions may 
give ftrength to the miniftry ? There may be reafon to count that Turner may 
be chofe for Yorkfliire; and more, that lord hlicidiefex will be for Suffex, 
Nefbit for Huntington, a friend at Eaft Grinftead, two at Malton, one at 
Droitwich, one at Bendley, and one at Weftlow, if fir Charles Wager keeps- 
his feat for Weftminfter; not to mention the vacancys that will be occafioned 
when admiral Vernon makes his election of what place he will ferve for. But 
the great turn of all will depend upon the determination of petitions ; and 
-which way thofe will go is hardly to be guefled yet. It won’t be long e’er we 
have a fpecimen of it in the Weftminfter affair : if that goes well, we need 
not defpair. The witneffes that were examined on Wednefday feem to have 
done no great fervice to the petitioners j but I believe they did not on that day 
come to the clofing of the pole, and the exertion of the military power : thefe 
are points upon which great threatenings are made. I hear of one drawback, 
by a compromife being made for Carlifle, that baron Hilton is to come in upon, 
terms of indemnity to the mayor. This is all the news, and my remarks or 
rather conjedures upon it, that I can now furnifh you with. I wifli my next 
account of matters may be' more to your fatisfadion : what occurs you may 
exped to hear of. 

P. S. I think, of the adverfe party, only Doddington and Lyttleton are 
chofe for tv/o places, befides what I have taken into my calculation, and the 
■double return for Cricldade } and I don’t recoiled any vacancy on that fide 
but Herefordfliire. 

JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

rh (December -26, 1741.) I paffed fir Robert Walpole on Monday laft, near 
Whitehall (he in his charriot, and I in mine). Upon the little view I had of 

?. him, and to fay truth, I did not like his countenance. I have heard fince, that 
he had that morning a long conference with the K — , from whence he might 
be then returning. I have not heard any one mention how he holds up ; but, 
o’ my confciencc, under our prefent fituation, both at home and abroad, no 
body’s fpirits but his, in fuch a ftation, could keep up. May his fpirits and 
power never fail, fo long as his conftitution enables him (and may that be long 
too) to go through the weighty bufmefs that lies upon him! 


EDWARB, 
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1742. 

EDWARD WALPOLE* TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 
Relates the offer of an additional 50,000/. a year to the prince, who rejeds it.-^' 
Thinks that event favourable to fir Robert Walpole. 

MY LORD, London, Saturday, January 9, 17J1-2. 

JpOR fear your grace fliould not be inform’d the earlieft poffible of a tranf- 
adlion of great confequence, I think it my duty to trouble you with it. 
The K — , a few days ago, fent lord Cholmondeley to bifliop Seeker, autho- 
rized by him to defire the bilhop would go to the P-— of W — , and let him 
know, (not by way of meffage in form, but only as an intimation,) that if he 
would return to his duty, and lay himfelf at his feet, afking his pardon, and, 
in writing, acknowledge his offences, (in general terms only,) he would grant 
him his other 50,000!. a year, pay all his debts, and not give him the leafl 
trouble about any of his fervants, friends, or dependents, but would receive 
them all as friends in common with the reft of the court, and never enquire 
any farther into any part of their former condudt. I muff obferve, that the 
offering to pay the debts was not mentioned till the bifliop afked if that was not 
to be done 5 to which lord Cholmondeley anfwered, that it was not part of 
what he was direfted to fay ; yet from what the K — had been pleafed to inti- 
mate feveral times in the courfe of his converfation, he would take upon him 
;o anfwer for it that the P — might underftand it fo, and depend upon it. To 
ill this the P — ordered the bifliop to fay, that he would liflien to no propofals 
)f any kind till fir R. Walpole was removed, becaufe he thought fir Robert 
lad injured him. 

This is the whole. If any body elfe has wrote to your grace, I hope you’ll 
lardon the trouble I give you. It would be wrong, in a letter that may pofii- 
)ly fall into wrong hands, to fay any thing as to fuch opinions as perhaps your 
rrace would think worth knowing upon this occafion. What muft naturally 
iccafion a variety of opinions, even among the beft and ableft, is its being now 
m objeftion to fir Robert, that nothing but he flands in the way of this happy 
econciliation. Some lovers of their own eafe may reafon in this way, but I 
lelieve fir Robert thinks himfelf obliged to ftand it now more than ever. I 
,m fure I do, if my fortune and life depends upon it. The K— is every 
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hour better to him than the laft ; and I believe every body of any confequence 
‘t fees it. 

I have told my ftory very awkwardly, as I can’t fay what I would, and write 
this in too much hafte, having but juft learnt the particulars. The heads of 
the P — patty are outrageous, and think this ftroke has put us under the 
greateft difficulties,} and well they may, for in my confcience I think, notwith- 
ftanding fome people think it a terrible thing to have a perfon of that great 
power and confequence declare himfelf fo particularly againft fir Robert, thai 
it is the thing in the world that muft eftablifh the K — g with his minifter’s credit 
the moft.. I beg pardon for this manner of writing ; but I am much concerned, 
tho’ no way difmayed at this event. As to, our numbers, we certainly gained 
ftrength ; and I do not doubt lhall meet ftronger in' all refpefts than -we did 
laft. It is moft probable we fhall upon any queftion (this of the P. being thus 
ftifled) be 1,5 or 16 majority. Mr. Dodington will lay loool. he himfelf 
got over y of our friends. I believe he does the D. of Dorfet great wrong. 


SIR ROBERT WILM'OT TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE, 
State of oppoftion, — Sir Robert Walpole determined not to refign. 


MY LORD, 


Q^een Square, lath January} 


i’J' HOUGH the oppofition at prefent triumphs in a majority upon the divifioii 
about the Weftminfter eleftion, when it was imagined fir Robert would 
exert his utmoft ftrength — though Nugent carried with him into the country 
a body of fufpefted friends, in order to keep them out of harm’s way, as they 
call it — notwithftanding lord Gage and Dodington Irave laid their, heads toge- 
ther, and that his lordfhip offers even to flake confiderable wagers that all the 
ftories he tells are true — and though Littleton and Pitt are determined to blow 
up Carleton-houfe rather than not have a chance to do more mifchief ; — this 
fame oppofition, with many heads, feems to. be neither fo powerful nor fo 
unanimous as it would fain appear. 

If lord Doneraile and lord Carpenter had voted in the Weftminfter eleftion. 
as they have declared they will do for the future, I believe that queftion had 
not been loft at that time. Lord John Sackville, fir Conyers D’Arcy, fir C. 
Wager, both the Mr. Archers, Mr. Sel-wyn, Mr. Williams,. Mr. La Roche. 
Mr. Cafwell, Mr. Mitchell, and fome others, whofe names I could not learn 
withdrew, or did not attend, though they were all in or near town ; and 
have not heard the name of orie or two of their friends who was in or nea 
town,' and did not attend that day. Of the new members, who are to tak 
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tlieir feats next meeting, the court has a majority of feven. Captain Ruther- Period VII. 
ford being taken off adds another, and if the laft Weilminfter election be de- 737 to 1742- 
dared void, we gain two more for \h.tjiate of the 7 iation, Whether any, and 1742. 
what converts have been, or, before the 2 ill inftant, Ihall be made, I cannot 
pretend to fay. 

Sir Robert was to-day obferved to be more naturally gay and full of fpirits 
than he has been for fome time paft. The fame obfervation was likewife made 
of Mr. Pelham, whofe fteadinefs feems to be that excellent mortar that binds 
my lord prefident, my lord Reward, my lord chancellor, and even his grace of 
Newcaftle himfelf. 

It is generally agreed that fir Robert will never give up, nor bring any body 
in, if he can pollibly avoid it ; and that his majefty will never forfake him j 
that the Tories would come into any terms ; and that the patriots, being fen- 
fible of that, are fo afraid of being left in the lurch, that they only wait for the 
firft good otfer. It is well known that Pulteney carries with him but four • 
members, and that lord Carteret has few followers befides the Finches. 

Pulteney’s terms feem to be a peerage and a place in the cabinet council if he 
can get it. How far Mr. Pelham’s friendfhip for him may facilitate either of 
thefe things, I will not pretend to judge. If fomebody muft be brought in, it’s 
thought lord Carteret will unfay all he has faid, and be heartily glad to laugh 
at the great Argyle. People do not think lord Ila and his grace hate one ano- 
ther fo heartily as they pretend. I cannot put an end to this - fubjedl without 
faying there never was a time when your grace’s prefence and council were 
more neceifary or more vdflied for. 


SIR ROBERT WILMOT TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Addrefs and efforts of apfofiiion on Fultenef s motion for referring papers to a fecret 

committee, 

MY LORD, Queen Street, 23d January 1741-2. 

the minutes of the houfe of commons will inform your grace of the extra- Devonfhire 
ordinary -proceedings in that houfe on the 2111 inftant. I muft take the Papers, 
liberty to congratulate your grace particularly upon an event of that day, 
which cannot but be very fatisfaftory to you, when two votes would have cer- 
tainly given to this nation one and twenty tyrants. I have good reafon to be- 
lieve it was entirely owing to my lord Hartington that fir Thomas and ftr 
James Lowther voted for their king and country. Never w'as a plot better 
concealed. Some of fir Robert’s friends aftually went away early, not expefl- 
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[. ing any thing ; others never came. The oppofition were colleded to a man, 
j but I believe not above one and twenty knew for what. Sir William Gordon 
was brought in like a corps. Some thought it had been an old woman in dif- 
guife, having a white cloth round his head. ^Others who found him out, 
expefted him to expire every moment. Other incurables wer^ introduced on 
their fide. Mr. Hopton, for Hereford, was carried in with crutches. There v/as 
one and one in the fame condition on the court fide. 

When Mr. Pulteney inade the motion, your grace may imagine fir Robert 
difpatched meffengers to all corners. The three lord Beauclerks would not 
come, becaufe the duchefs was not buried ; Mr. Treby, Mr. Thompfon of 
Scarborough, Mr. Cafwell, one of the Martins, and Mr. Alhe, were ill, and 
could not Itir out ; Mr. Bowles was forgot, and fat diverting himfelf at Garra- 
way’s coffee-houfe ; Mr. Sheppard had that very morning alked leave of the 
houfe to go into the country for his health, and was gone. Befides others, 
whofe names I could not learn. 

Sir Robert exceeded himfelf : he particularly entered into foreign affairs, 
and, convinced even his enemies that he was thoroughly maftdr of them. Mr. 
Pelham, with the greateft decency, cut Pulteney into looo pieces. Sir Robert 
aftually dilTeded him, and laid his heart open to the view of the houfe. Mr. 
Winnington, fir W. Yonge, and H. Fox, fpoke incomparably well. I muft 
not forget Mr. Coke,, who, I am told, fpoke in a moft agreeable manner and 
with great fpirit. By an exad calculation, I’m told that pf the fifty who were 
away the court has 37 ; but I’m afraid will lofe Heydon and another double 
return.'^ The army comes in on Friday. It’s thought the court will carry it by 
a handfome majority, for thefe times. As the bomb is burft, and no mifchief 
done, I hope the danger is over ; and after a proper queftion has been carried 
by fifteen or twenty, fome of the fons of Fergus and others will certainly defert 
a ftarving vanquilhed army. 


GEORGE DODINGTON TO THE EARL OF WILMINGTON. 
Earriefily exhorts him to take fart openly againjl fir Robert Walpole, and to advifc 


MY LORD, 


the king to remove him. 

Pall Mallj Monday, January 25th, 1741, paft 10 o’clock, 


'J'HE very unfeigned refpedl and duty I have for -your lordlhip, which makes 
it difficult to fay fome things to you, forces me to lay them this way 
before you, at this very critical period. 

I fuppofe 
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I fuppofe it is agreed that this man, or this country, muil link. Let us 
fuppofe, by ^ving him time, he fhould re-eftablilh himfelf. I prefume it is 
clear he can govern (after what has happened) no other way but by military 
force, or by the moft corrupt and profligate means and men. I prefume your 
lordlhip would not (if he would let you) continue in fuch an adminiftration. 
Would it not then be too late to quit it with effect to your country ? Would 
your flrongeft, would any efforts then bring about what flight ones now cannot 
fall to effedtuate ? 

If he fliould fall, will it be conflftent with your glory and intereft to have 
gone on with him to the very laft, without having it known that you were in- 
ftrumental to the delivery of your country from him ? Is it, not become necef- 
fary that you lliould give the public fome demonftration that your going on fo 
long with him proceeded from no other motive but the want of an opportunity 
to refcue it out of his hands effedlually, without throwing the king’s affairs 
into confufion ? 

I have many good reafons to believe that C.* is (and has been for fome time) 
ftrongly at work with N. and C. to deprive you of the honour of this great 
event, and our country of the advantage of it. Be pleafed to confider what a 
diminution this would be to your glory, and what a lofs to our country. For 
you know, from what I have had the honour to explain to your lordlhip, that 
you, and you only, can fettle the king’s affairs, at this crifis, upon that exten- 
flve bottom ; and his perfon in that univerfal affeftion of all his people, where 
only lalling profperity and advantage for the one, and lafting fecurity and glory 
for the other, can be found. How fatal to both, therefore, to let it flip ! 

Remember, my very good lord, how dear your over-caution fourteen years 
ago cofl your country ; and then — Let me with the utmoll humility, with the 
moft unfeighed duty and refpefl:, with the moft fmcere and unaffedled defire 
of pardon for this great liberty, and with affurances (to induce you to grant it) 
that I will never again. prefume fo far; let me humbly and earheftly, for 
God’s fake, for the fake of your own glory, for the love of your king and 
your country, which I know is fincere and ardent in you ; let me entreat your 
lordlhip to go to the king without lofs of time, and fay to him what your own ho- 
nour and excellent underftanding fliall fuggeft to you upon the prefent occafion. 
You are unfufpedted by him on ail fides : he cannot in thought object any 
thing to you with relation to his fon ; you, and you only, have all the talents 
and all the requifites that this critical time demands to effeftuate this great 
event, and fave your country, if it be to be faved. 
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THE DUKE OF DORSET TO GEORGE DODINGTON. 
Endorfed the a5th January 174 1-3. 


be 

e- 

ter. 


CWhitehall, pad 3.) I can fee no manner of harm in fending this paper *5 
hut as it is, I think it is not poffible for my lord to take it otherwife than amifsf. 

SIR ROBERT WILMOT TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 


Several members on the fide of government abfent, and others prevented from 

attending. 

MY LORD, Queen Street, January 26, 1741. 

ire glNCE niy laft, I have received the following information. The princefles, 
hearing that lord Sidney Beauclerk was at St. James’s that night, the 21 ft 
inftant, went to him and defired him to go direftly to the houfe. He faid he 
had never a black coat ; however, they infifting upon it, he went to lord Wal- 
pole’s, where two other members were (very ill), intending to go at the pro- 
per time through lord Walpole’s doorj into the fpeaker’s chamber, and fo into 
the houfe. Btit it was fo contrived, that when the queftion was going to be 
put, the lock and keyhole were fo ftuffed with fand and dirt that it could not 
be opened. " The fick gentlemen could not go round ; and his lordfhip, not 
having a black coat on, thought it would be very indecent to come into the 
houfe any other way. # .* * * # « 


MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Chippenham eledimi loft. — Coinplains of defcrtion. 

January 30, 1741-2. 

lire J Wrote by the laft poft, and then faid that we were upon the Chippenham 
eledion. We debated a point in relation to the difqualifying votes till 
twelve o’clock, and we loft it by one, though there never was a clearer cafe in 
the world. Lord Donerail voted againft us ; and unlefs our affairs change 
much for the better, I don’t imagine we fliall often have him again. However 
we may, for all this, carry the eleftion. But we have a parcel of fuch lhabby 

f The duke of Dorfet judged right in fuppofing that lord Wilmington would not be pleafed 
with Dodington’s letter, for it is certain that at this time his lordfhip expedled to be placed at the 
head of the treafury, and he well knew that Dodington, who was not in the fecret, was not to 
he included in the new arrangements. 

J An apartment near the houfe of commons, which belonged to lord Walpole (eldeft fo.n of 
fir Robert Walpole) as auditor of the exchequer. 

fellows 
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fellows that will not attend. To fpeak plainly, I am afraid we have only a 
majority of about 14 ; and as a great many of our people will not attend elec- 
tions, and that others make a point of it, they will, I really think, get the 
better of us by determining all the eleflions in their own favour. We have 
now heard the merchants two days, which they protrafl as much as they can, 
and fix the next hearing to the day that we Ihould go upon the fupply, in order 
to prevent the pafling any money. 

The houfe of lords had general Anfrruther before them on Thurfday, in rela- 
tion to a complaint that none of the head officers were at Port Mahon. Upon 
a motion of the duke of Argyle’s, but what it was I don’t know, the numbers 
were 57 to 69. After we had carry’d it, lord Hervey moved to addrefs the 
king to order fome of the officers over. Lord Lymington voted againfl: us. 

MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 
fncreafingji'renph of op^ofition^ — Anxietj of fir Robert Walpole.. 

DEAR SIR, London, February 2d, 1 741-2. 

I Received your letter lafl night, and fend this by the meffenger who fets ouf Devonlliirc. 

with the bills to-night. Sir Robert told me that -he would write to you alfo'j ^ 
but I find he is extremely impatient to have you' come, and thinks that you 
will be of great fervice to him. He has hitherto kept up his fpirits tolerably 
well, hut I think I can perceive that he is now uneafy ; and indeed I am afraid 
he has very good reafon to be fo ; for I really believe, aiid fo do mofl of his 
friends, that the other party, in three weeks time, muft get a majority by the 
alterations in elefe'ons ; for we have a great many people that have declared 
they will not attend them any more. Lord Middlefex for one ; and lord John' 
has hardly attended any yet. We hope we fhall fecure Chippenham to-day, 
and I wifh we may. We were yefterday till feven upon- the merchants’ peti- 
tion. It was the third day that we have had them at our bar, and we have 
made no progrefs in it. Mr. Sandys moved to have them heard again on 
Wednefday. Sir Robert moved that the committee of fupply might be alfo 
fixed' for Wednefday. He faid that he thought it was of much more confe-- 
quence than the merchants’ petition, which was protrafred in order to flop the 
fupplies ; that he was determined'on Wednefday- to take the fenfe of the houfe 
whether the bufinefs of the nation fhou’d be done or not. So I imagine we- 
fhall have a long day. If we carry it, we fhall go -upon the army, which they 
have endeavoured to keep ofij becaufe tliey don’t care to put . a negative' 
upon it. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Announces his rcfolittion to reftgn. — New adminiftrationpartly fos-med. — Gratefully 
acknowledges his grace' s friendjhip. — The king's firmnefs to fupport him. 

MY LORD, London, February 2, 1741. 

J Was unwilling to mifs this opportunity of the melTenger that carries back 
the Irilh bills, to give your grace an account by a fafe conveyance of what 
will immediately happen within the' fpace of three or four days. It is deter- 
mined that the king fiiall to-morrow, when he palfes the malt-afl:, dired the 
two houfes to adjourn themfelves for a fortnight, to give time for fettling a new 
adminiftration. I lliall go up immediately to the houfe of peers with the title of 
earl of Orford. Lord Willmington will be put at the head of the treafury : but 
what further fteps will be taken, are yet by no means fettled among 'themfelves. 

To give your grace a fhort view of this great revolution, I mull inform you 
that the panicle was fo great among what I fliould call my own friends, that they 
all declared my retiring was become abfolutely necelfary, as the only nieaiis to 
carry on the publickbufineffe, and this to be attended with honour and fecurity, 
&c.' This was fixed with the D. of N — , lord Ch — r, lord Ca — tt, and Mr. 
Pulteney, but the king has declared lord Will — ^n my fuccelTor, which leaves 
the prefidentfliip open, fo that lord €■ — tt can be only prefident, except one of 
the fe,cretaries be removed for him. This had fallen upon the D. of N. if I 
had not prevented it. But I am of opinion that the Whig party mull be kept 
together, which may be done with this parliament, if a Whig adminiftration 
be formed. The prince was not acquainted with this hidden ftep till this 
morning, and I have juft heard he receives it in a proper mannei'. 

Your grace may eafily imagine that a great deal more might be faid upon 
this fubjeft, than is proper to committ to paper ; and when I have an oppor- 
tunity, I fliall explain fome things to you which are fcarce credible. I believe 
the D. of A.*, lord Ch — df, and lord Cobham, have not been in the fecret ; 
and into .what fliare they will lett them, and how go on without fatisfying 
them, I do not fee ; and all that I fliall fay is, that they w'ho thought they had 
but one obftacle to remove to make all things eafy, I believe, before they have 
begun their fcheme, encounter fuch difficulties that they are already almoft at a 
ftand ; but during the recelTe the feene muft open to fliew the adlors. 

I fliall be very glad when the bufineffe of Ireland will permitt your grace to 
come among us. Few honeft men are to be found, and ftill fewer dukes of 
Devon. One of -the greateft prides and pleafures of my life is, that I have the 
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honour to call you my friend ; whicli is a title that I will never forfeit nor 
abandon. As occurrences happen, I will be watchfull ; and may ftill have 
more opportunities of obferving than it will be prudent for me to make ufe of. 

I will conclude with acquainting you that the king has behav’d towards me with 
more grace and fteadineSe than can ever be enough acknowledg’d, and never 
yielded at all to the change till I made it my delire. 

MARQUIS OFHARTINGTON TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Regard Jhewn to fir Robert Walpole. — Is determined to fupport him. — The kinfs 

affedlionate concern. 

DEAR SIR, ' London, February 4, 1741-2. 

T Was with fir Robert Walpole this morning. He has defir’d me to write to 
you, to beg of you not to determine yourfelf in any way till he has fpoke to 
you. He feems to bear his change of fortune with great fpirit. I own for my 
part I never faw a more melancholy fcene than his levee was this morning. It 
was the fulleft that ever was I believe, and the greateft concern in every body’s 
looks. I hope you will let me hear from you as foon as poffible. Our litua- 
tion will be, I am afraid, a very confus’d one ; and I fltall be defirous of afting 
as I thought would be moft agreeable to you, and I flatter myfelf that I lhall 
have your approbation, when I told fir Robert' to-day, upon his faying that 
he hop’d I would Hand by the government, which he himfelf would endea- 
vour to fupport, that he might depend upon it that I would do every thing that 
I could to fupport him, and the meafures that he Ihould advife. But I hope 
now he will be above the reach of all his enemys, tho’ the Jac~tes, and people 
of that complexion, were very warm yefterday in the houfe of commons, and 
declar’d that they did not yet defpair of having his life ; but fir Robert told 
me that he had wrote you a full account when the bills went, that it will be 
unneceffary for me to fay any thing more on this fubjedl. They fay, and I had 
it from his fon, that when he togk leave of the king, and kneel’d down, the 
king burft into a flood of tears, and exprefs’d great concern at parting with 
him. I f hall be very impatient till I fee you in England, which now, I hope, 
will not be long ; but, I think, I can have no doubt that by adling fincerely for 
the interefts of fir Robert, and as he would have me, will be the moll agreeable 
to you, which is what I fliall always endeavour to do. 


4 G 


Period Vir. 
1737101742. 

U— --v— i 

1742. 


Devonfhire 

Papers. 


VOL. 111. PART Til. 


SIR 



memoirs of sir ROBERT WALPOLE. 


[j SIR ROBERT WILMOT TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 

0?2 the difpofal of places. 

MY LORD, Queen -ftreet, February 4 tb, 1741. s, 

: jgXCEPTING that Mr. Legge and Mr. Keene are to have a reverfionary grant 
of lord Scarborough’s place in the cuftoms, worth 1200/. per annuiii^ for 
. their joint lives, and to the furvivor of them, which is not yet made publick, I 
have heard nothing but common rumour j as that lord Chefterfield and lord 
Carteret are contending which lhall be fecretary of ftate. Others fay lord Car- 
teret wilhes to be prefident of the council. The duke of Argyle and his fqua- 
dron go hand in hand with the former ; Mr. Pulteney goes with the latter : 
that fir J. Rufliout is to be fecretary at war, notwithftanding lord Gage had 
fet his heart upon it ; but that his lordlhip may not go unrewarded, he is 
to be tranfported * : that Sandys is to be chancellor- of the exchequer, Scrope 
fecretary to the treafury, and Bootle chief baron. . 


SIR ROBERT WILMOT TO THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Prince of Wales cffures fir Robert Walpole that he Jhall not be molejled. 

,MY LORD, Queen-ftreet, February 6th, 1741-2^. 

t J Am fure your grace will be very glad to hear that fir Robert Walpole has 
receiv’d the ftrongeft affurahces from the prince of Wales, (whom he has 
been privately with,) and others, that he fliall not be molefted in any lhape, or 
upon any account : that his majefty hath done fomething or other, I don’t 
know what, in a raoft affeftionate and generous manner for him ; and that fir 
Robert has really declar ’4 upon his honour, to fome of his particular friends, 
he is, in every refpeft relating to hirafelf, perfeftly fatisfied and happy. His 
fchemes for the fupplies this year are to be put in execution. I am told my 
lord chancellor, the duke of Newcaftle, Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Pulteney, agreed 
{1. upon the adjournment, and other things, laft Sunday t night : that they went 
upon the Chippenham eleftion on Tuefday, and came to a refolution to go 
•upon the ftate of the nation the day after only to blind the Tories. But their 
eyes feera to be a little open’d at prefent. 
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JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

VLotion for committee of enquiry negatived. — The prince of Wales gratified by the 
appointments of lord Baltimore and Archibald Hamilton, 

(March 9, 1741 -2.) The morion, for a committee of enquiry is over; car- Period Vlli. 
led againft it 244 to 242. I wiih you joy of it. 1742^1745. 

(March iith, 1741.) I wrote the above, in order to give you the earlieft 
ntelligence of this event as foon as I was informed of it, on Tuefday night, 

)ut ’twas too late for the poft. The motion was “ for appointing a committee 
o, enquire into the conduct of our affairs at home and abroad for twenty 
rears laft paft it was made by lord Limerick, and feconded by fir John 
It. Albin : Pitt, Lyttleton, fir John Cotton, and Phillips, were the chief who 
poke for it. Mr. Pelham, fir William Yonge, Wynnington, the attorney- 
jeneral, Mr. Coke, and lord Hartington, againft it. The two laft fpoke very 
nettily } the attorney and fir William, very well 5 Wynnington, never better 
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I. or fo well. ’Twas in general a decent, orderly debate. Sir John Barnard did 
^ not fpeakj nor any of the new lords of the treafury ; but they divided for the 
queflion. Sir John St. Albin was fliut out on the divifion, and there were a 
matter of fourteen retired into the fpeaker’s chamber. Not a friend of lord 
Orford’s deferted him, except Jemmy Lumley : lord Baltimore was either ab- 
fent, or voted againft the queflion; the reft of the prince’s fervants were 
for it. 

Never was a greater difjppointment. Thofe who proved the minority were 

fo confident of being the majority, that the great Mr. D n harangued 

in the lobby thofe who went out at the divifion, to defire them not, to go 
away, becaufe there were feveral other motions to be made in confequence of 
that, and likewife to befpeak their attendance at the Fountain as to night, in 
[. order to fettle the committee. Upon which, fir G. O.* after they found it 
was loft, whifper’d a friend thus — “ Suppofe we were to defire Mr. D. to 
print the fpeeches he made juft now in the lobby.” The firft good confe- 
quence of this has been the duke of A.’s throwing up. The new minifters 
may now furely be fatisfied they can do without him ; and can’t but think 
they may do better without him than with him. I am aflured, that yefterday 
a frefh fignification was made from the P. to the K. that he and his would 
heartily concurr in the K.’s meafures. It is now pretty certain that neither 
lord Granard nor fir John Cotton will be in the admiralty : the lift that at pre- 
fent is printed is — Lord Winchelfea, admiral Cavendifh, lord Archibald Hamil- 
ton, Jdr, Cockburn, lord Baltimore, Dr. Lee, and Mr. Trevor. There is no 
great doubt made but that the fix firft will be in the commiffion ; whether or 
no Mr. Trevor will, is not fo clear. It feems very well judged to put in lord 
Archibald and lord Baldmoie. 

THOMAS ROBINSON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Mxprejes his regret at the rejignation of fir Robert Walpole, and a high fenfe of 
his obligations to both the brothers, 

SIR? March 9, 1742. 

ITH the news only of fir Robert Walpole’s going into the houfe of lords, 
we are here in expeftation of great changes. It is juft in fuch doubtfull 
moments, that men of my temper choofe to make the warmeft profeffions 
of friendfhip, fervice, and devotion. If I had been in England I could have 
diftinguilhed them with that fidelity which I have owed fo long to you, and all 
your friends. Deprived of that happinefs, I have only this one method, of 

14 writing 



597 

Period VIIL 
1742101745. 


1743 - 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

riting to you, in particular, to affure you of thofe fentiments which you fup- 
)fed in me when you called me to Paris ; and which you have found, I hope, 
mfirmed, by a continual experience of 20 years. Without prefuming to guefs 
hat may or may not happen, I fhall go on, in adling as I have done of my 
vn head, as it were, for fome time, to the befl: of my capacity, for the fervice 
F my king ; but there is no man whole opinion and commands with refpeft to 
ly private condud and fortunes I Ihould be more glad to be honoured with 
lan your’s ; you have known a long while my hopes to return home 5 there is 
0 time that I can long for it more than at this. 

I have always defired that my letters to you may be looked upon as written 
) your brother. In that fenfe, fir, if haply you fhould mention my name to 
le earl of Orford, be pleafed, in putting him in mind of what you prefumed 
pon vdth refped to me, in the year i722j to add. 

Saltern hunc et fortetn crede bonumque, 

JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV. HENRY ETOUGH. 

The prince of Wales eaprejfes his fatisfadlion at the king*s condudl. 

(March 13, 1741-2.) Though I am to hope for the pleafure of feeing you 
)on, yet I would not omit any opportunity of communicating to you, as foon 
3 I can, what will keep your fpirits in a comfortable condition j and I now 
;11 you (what I think you can abfolutely depend on) that the P. exprefiFes 
imfelf in the higheft good-humour. He himfelf, on Thurfday laft, told Dr. 

Kj — b, who attended him at Kew, that he was highly obliged, by his father’s 

aving done more for his fervants than he had afked, or could expefl. That 

e had defired lord C — t to move the K., in his name, for making lord B.* a * Baltimore. 

)rd of the admiralty ; and at the fame time told lord C. that he fhould be 

lad, if lord A. H. t might be another ; but that he thought that too much to Fj. Archibald 

(k. That the K.’s defign of appointing them both, gave him the higheft Hamilton. 

itisfadion. This, ’tis to be hoped, will contribute a good: deal to make 

latters go on fmoothly. 

A ftrong motion in the houfe of commons was expefted again yefterda}^, 
rom a meeting there was on Thurfday night at the Fountain ; but there was 
lone made, but for Haddock’s inftruftions and letters, which produced no 
lebatej and I am informed, by a gentleman who was at the Fountain, that 
lothing was propofed there, but only attendance recommended : the number 
.t that meeting was but 186 ; which feems to me to fall far fliort of any they 
lave had there before. 
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ri, ROBERT TREVOR TO THOMAS ROBINSON. 

^ On the change of adminijiration. 

(March 30, 1742.) Notwithftanding the late drynefs of ray correfpond- 
enccj I have not left you unacquainted with the cardinal events of this ftation ; 
and, I fancy, you cannot have been at a iofs yourfelf to account for my not 
giving a greater loofe to my political conjectures or fpeculations, at a feafon 
when the lethargy of this country, and the fever of our native one, would not 
allow me' to form any tolerable judgment upon the- fate of the public j and, 
indeed, my being nearer the fcene of news than you, only indifpofed me the 
more for talking or writing about them. 

At prefent, I hope, we have almoft weathered the crilis of the two difeafes above 
mentioned. In England, I have the fatisfadlion of feeing our old friends rather 
relieved at their feveral ftations, than broke with Ignominy. Their principles, 

• both with refpedl to our own conftitution, and the fyftem of Europe, adopted ; 
w and their very projefts for the maintenance of both carried into execution by 
their fucceflbrs 5 with that additional vigour, indeed, which popularity and 
novelty can alone lend, with us, to the beft-intentioned counfels. I wifh,, 
and hope, that this tranfaQion may take place in as an agreeable manner for 
- you, as it has done for me ; whom our royal mailer’s new fervants feem willing 
to receive into their confidence, without requiring at my hand the leall dero- 
gation from the old ones, 

JOHN ORLEBAR TO THE REV'. HENkY ETOUGtl. 

^he metnbers attached to the prince of Wales vote with the majority, 

.jj (May 15, 1742.) We have had fome divifions and a report this week: 
5- the firfl remarkable divifion was on Wednefday in the committee of fupply, 
~ on a motion for paying the arrears due to the HelTians, or for continuing the 
pay this year : I am not quite clear upon which of thofe quellions it was, but 
am told ’twas upon the firfl. The motion was carried by 264 againfl 159. 
All the p — ce’s people in the majority. The report was' made on Thurfday ; 
it will be printed. I don’t 'hear there is any confiderable matter produced in 
it. The defign in making it then feems to be in order to ground a motion 
for a bill, “ For indemnifying fuch perfons as fliall, upon examination, make 
difcoverys touching the difpofition of publick money, or concerning the dif- 
pofidon of offices, or any payment or agreements in'refpea: thereof; or 
concerning other matters relating to the copdudl of Robert earl of Orford.” 
Upon this queftion there was a divifion ; it was carried by 251 againfl 228. 

THE 
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HE EARL OF ORFORD TO ARCHIBALD DUKE OF ARGYLE. 
ndoles with him on the death of John duke of Argyle, and congratulates him on 
his accejfion to the title and ejiate. 

MY LORD, Houghton, Oflober 8, 1743. 

Condole with you for the Ioffe of a brother ; and, having difcharged that 
debt of ceremony, give me leave to congratulate your grace upon every 
:effion of honour, influence, and intereft that defcends to you from this 
inge of fortune, which can never be greater than I moft fincerely wifh, and 
u deferve. Honour and titles are but your birth-right ; and as they carry 
ng with them hereditary influence, that will not bring a greater increafe of 
sem and regard, than it will receive from your naturall and perfonal merit : 
y they be attended with fuch an addition of fortune, as may place the duke 
Argyle in the full'luftre of his antient family ! But I will putt an end to 
npliments, leaf! a letter in this ftyle fhould favour more of form than of 
•diality and fincerity. You do not love compliments, and I. am no profeffor 
ceremony. Lett it fuffice that I truly am, &c. 


[ am happy to have It in my power to lay before the clafllcal reader an 
gant Imitation of Lord Orford’s Letter to General Churchill, by Nicholas 
rdinge, clerk of the houfe of commons, communicated by his fon George 
rdinge, Efq. attorney-general to the queen. • 

Roberto Walpole 
Nicolaus Hardinge. 

1743- 

Urbls ingratse ftrepitus, Iceno 
Rure permutans, minus invidendae 
Semitam vitse petit, et fene£tae 
Caflra fecutus, 

Imperi nuper columen, patemos> 

Laetior fundos regit, artiumquc 
Dives exultat, proprioque vincit 
, . Seria rifu. 
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Sint falutantum procul ora ; vulgus 
Sit procul mendax : abeant amici 
Transfugjc j fidam tibi adhuc miniilrat 
Sylva catervam. 

Te cliens ambit, pla te fatorem 
Protcgit fagus, memorem juventx 
Corticem prxbet, dominumque ja£lat 
Laude colendurh 

PoilerL Crcfcit pia fylva crefcit 
FamaWalpoli: tibi, quercus ultro 
Civicam grata properare gefl.it 

Fronde coronam. 

Same jam long! merltum laboris 
Same lenimen, vicibufque gaude 
Debitls 5 rerum, fine "^3 plebis ultor 

Pofcat habenas ; 

( 

. Irrita pofcat prece. Tu, pera6lp 
Glorias curfu, miferum lucclli 
Sperne certamen, patriaque felix 
Sofpite, curas 

Pone ; nec ventis libeat retrorsum 
Vela mutatis dare, nec tenentenx 
Littus, a portu popiilaris dim 
Te ferat aura. 


1744. 


THE EARL OF ORFORD TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE. 

Recommends Mr. Courteville to be ajujike of the peace, 

MY LORD, Houghton, July z8, 1744. 

=ke J Once or twice troubled your lordfhip in behalf of Mr. Ralph Courteville to 
be put in the commiffion of the peace for Middlefex. I have feveral reafons 
to wilh him well, and have never heard any objedtion to him, but that he em- 
ployed his pen and pains in defence of the government when it was molt 
furioully attacked j and if his genius did not appear in the firft light, it was 

* Alluding to Pulteney’s application for the place of firft lord of the treafury. See Memoirs, 
chaj>. 62. ' ' 
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lot inferiour to others, who have found their account on the contrary fide ; at 
eaft, I will venture to fay, he has fliow’d capacity enough for the poft to 
fhich I recommend him ; and I have never heard any thing of him that can 
le a reafon to refufe this common favour. Excufe me, my lord, giving you 
his trouble, for I truly think this gentleman deferves thus much regard from 
ae and my friends. 

LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE TO THE EARL OF ORFORD. 
Gives his reafons for not flitting Mr. Courteville into the commiffion of the peace. 

MY LORD, Powis Houfe, Auguft 4, 1744* 

^ Receiv’d the honour of your lordfliip’s letter relating to Mr. Ralph Courte- 
ville, and am forry you have had the trouble of writing upon the fubjeft, 
begg your lordlhip will be aflur’d that no perfon in the world can have more 
eal than I have to obey your commands, nor can think themfelves more 
iterefted when you or your friends are concern’d. The objections, which 
ou fuppofe to have been made againll this gentleman, are fuch as nobody has 
refum’d to mention to me in the light of objections ; on the contrary, they 
^ould be prelling with me to Ihew him all due regard, and if the queftion was 
oncerning any thing that ought to be made lucrative, I would contribute to 
; all in my little power : but the true and real reafon why I have not yet put 
im into the commiffion for Weftminfter is, the low employment of organill 
f St. James’s church, which he is now in the aClual pofleffion of. This has 
lade fome perfons of that parilh, who are juftices of the peace, objeCl againfl 
im ; they confider him only as their organift, and, whether from a certain 
auteur or other confiderations, think it improper that he Ihould be brought 
pon the bench with them. Neither can I find that any perfon in that 
tuatibn has ever been put into the commiffion. Thefe are the grounds why 
have hitherto delay’d complying with your requeft in this little affair; and I 
eg your lordffiip will be affur’d, that when I do fo, I do a thing much more 
ifagreable to myfelf than it can be to you. I hope your lordffiip enjoys 
erfeCl health and fatisfaCIIon in the place where you are, the work of your 
wn hands ; I do moft heartily wiffi you a long enjoyment of it. 

THE EARL OF CHOLMONDELEY TO THE EARL OF ORFORD. 

The king defines his f refence in London before the meeting of farliasnent- 

MV LbRD, November 5, 1744. 

■ Had this morning the honour of attending his majefty in his clofet, being 
‘ called for by the lord of the bedchamber, by his majefty’s command ; 
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III. when he was pleafed, after many gracious expreffions in your favour, and 
'45- fpeaking of your fervice, the laft year in particular, in relation to the queftion 
of the continuance of the Hanover troops, in the ftrongeft terms, to command 
me to inform you, that it would be highly agreeable to him your coming to 
town a week or ten days before the meeting of parliament. He further added, 
that the experience he had for fo many years received of your lordlhip’s zeal 
for his fervice, your confummate judgement in the interior and domeftic affairs 
of this kingdom, were fo many motives to defire your attendance when 
England was under the neceffity of taking upon' herfelf fo large a fhare in the 
conduft and fupport of the common caufe, in the prefent dangerous and 
difturbed fituation of Europe ; knowing of what real weight your opinion and 
influence mufl be with numbers in both houfes of parliament, when fuch nice 
and important points mufl come before them for their deliberation and advice. 
As I write by exprefs command, I make ufe of his majefty’s very expreffions, 
to the bell of my recolleftion, and fhall, therefore, not prefume to add any 
thing of my own, but only to affure you that I am. &c. 

I fend this exprefs, being direfted fo to do by his majefty. 

THE EARL OF ORFORD TO THE EARL OF CHOLMONDELEY. 

Will obey the king's commands. — Laments the difficult Jitiiation of affairs. 

MY LORD, November 7, 174^. 

le J Am infinitely obliged to his majefty for the goodnefs he was pleafed to 
‘ expreffe for me by you. He does me but juftice in believing that the care 
and ftudy of my life, whilft I had the honour to ferve his majefty, was to 
deferve his favour and good opinion j and I lhall ftill perfevere, in a private 
capacity, to endeavour to meritt the continuance of his grace and goodnefs, 
the only reward I have now to afk for all my paft and future fervices. 

I will fett out for London with all the expedition I can ; and am heartily forry 
to fee his majefty’s affairs reduced to fuch extremities. It has been a long time 
eafy to forefee the unavoidable and almoft unfurmountable difficulties that would 
attend the prefent fyftem of politics. I -wilh to God it was as eafy to'lhow the 
way out of them. But be affured, that I will, in every thing, to the utmoft of 
my power, confult and contribute to the honour, intereft, and fafety of the king 
and kingdom. 

I have often been out of order this fummer with making bloody urine, 
which has frequently returned upon me from the motion in a coach. I am at 
j>refent perfedly free from it, and hope, by lying ftill and quiet a week longer, 

I fhall 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

I {hall be able to undertake a London journey, and, by care and management, 
to perform it, fo as to gett to town feveral days before the meeting of parlia- 
ment will be finally adjufled and fettled at court ; till that is done, I can be of 
uo life or fcrvice in recommending the meafures to fuch as may have a regard 
for my opinion. 

I’lIE EARL 01- CHOLMONDELEY TO THE EARL OF ORFORD. 

The king carmjlly wijhes that he would hajioi his journey to London. 

My lord, I had the favour of your lordfliip’s letter, and communicated the 
contents of it immediately ; and am direfted to tell you, that nothing could be 
more acceptable than the alTurances you give, and that they were received with 
great cortliality. The defire of feeing your lordfhip in town grows every day 
{frongcr ; and I am to enforce your doing it, without inconvenience to your- 
fcll, as early as may be. I’hc warmell and ftrongeft expreffions were made 
ufc of in {peaking of your lordiliip’s behaviour. I venture this by the port, as 
I imagine it w'ill {till find you at Houghton. The moment you arrive I will, in 
perfon, allure you of the real refpeft, &c. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ORFORD. 

Explains the motives of Carteret's, Newcaf/c's, and Pelham's condudl.—Approvis 

his anfwcr to the king's sncff'agc. 

DEAR LORD, Wooltcrton, November Sth, 1741* 

'T'HE circumfiances and contents of the letter you received from lord Choi- WulpaU- 
mondeley by exprefs, evidently fhow that it w'as firft concerted by the in- ■ 

[luence of Carteret with the king, then fettled and dilpatched between his 
lordfiiip and lord Cholmondeley alone, all entirely without the privity and 
(vuowledge of the P— ms ; that there has been a conteH in the clofct about the 
t (tudud of the approaching fcllion ; and that Carteret’s opinion, fiir fupporting 
with vigdur tlie prefent war prevayls. I was convinced, by fome obfervations 
(.11 Mr. Pflham’s behaviour, before 1 left the town, that eiilier want oi' rel'olution 
or capaeliy in his great and difficult llation, or both, inclined him to wilh an 
euti to the prel’cnt troubles abroad at any rate. His intimation by Mr. Sehvin 
to you, to Hay in the country, and the langutigc the fpeaker is layd to hold 
lately, fwlio is in Pelham’s confidence,) that we Ihould wrap ourfclves up 
within ourfelvcs, has fireiigthencd that opinion ; and the inclufcd letter of the 
3d infianf, Irom the duke of Newcafile, in anfwcr to one I had wrote to him 
about the biciliau abbot, induces me to believe, that his hatred to Carteret has 
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even made his grace fall from his glorious notions, of making a figure abroad, 
into his brother’s way of thinking. 

Your lordfhip will obferve how coolly and doubtfully he fpeaks of the two 
only points that feem favourable to the allys abroad ; and how remarkable his 
eonclufion is about the backwardnefs of the Dutch, and our inability to do with- 
out them ; fo that upon our arrival in town, we lhall meet, among that fet, 
the fame doftrine about the war as we did laft year about the Hannover troops. 
Your lordlhip’s anfwer to lord Cholmondeley (for the fight of which I return 
you my thanks) is, in my opinion, as proper and prudent, confidering your 
fituation, as could be. But the wipe you give to the prefoit fyjietn of politics^, 
and your avoyding to enter into any previous confultation of meafures, will 
make Carteret perceive that you decline having any thing to doe with him. 
However, your ftrong expreffions of zeal and attachment to his majefty and 
his fervice, mull obviate any ill impreffion he may endeavour to make upon 
the king to your prejudice. 

It is not poffible that the baron’s* advantageous report of you may have 
had a great effedt upon his majefty ; and that Carteret perceiving it, may have 
taken this turn, either to engage you in his meafures, or to make an ill ufe of 
your coldnefs, where your afliftance is fought for by his majefty himfelfe. But 
iett that be as it will, I think it irapoffible for you to return any other anfwer 

than you have done. I think Mr. P m can’t avoyd writing circular letters 

to the members ; but I much doubt whether you will hear from him on 
account of his fentiments relating to meafures ; becaufe he will not encourage 
Carteret’s notions ; and he will fcarce venture to write againft what he knows 
to be his majefty’s inclinations. 

We fett out for London next Saturday fevennight ; fo that we fball not in- 
terfere with you upon the road. 

Perhaps you will hear fomething from your fon Horace: if any thing 
material comes, I flrould be glad to. know it. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 
(Enclofed in the preceding letter.) 

(Newcaftle-houfe, November 3d, 1744.) I had the favour of your letter 
relating to the Sicilian abbot, &c. We know yet nothing certain of the Pruffian 

* Baron Hartenberg, who had lately made the tour of Norfolk, and was extreamly pleafed 
with lord Orford, whom he had never feen before. 

and 
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,nd Auftrian armys, except that the latter was certainly joined by the Saxons ; Period VIIL 
nd the former feeming to go towards Prague, with a view to lie under the 

annon of that town. The fiege of we think is certainly raifed, tho’ we 1744* 

lave yet no certain advice of it. I am forty to fay your old friends the Dutch 
•re much too backward^ confidering their interefi and danger^ and our inability 
0 do without them. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ORFORD. 
lefgnation of lord Granville. — Changes in the adminifiration. — Recommends him 

to defer his journey to London. 

MV DEAR LORD, Wolterton, November 27, 1744. 

piNDING, by your lordfliip^s letter, that you had received nothing from 
any body elfe, but your fon Horace, relating to the prefent crifis at court, 
have thought proper to fend you the inciofed anonymous letter which I re- 
eived by the laft port, wrote,. I fuppofe, the fame day with your Ton’s, 
lecaufe it is plain that it wholly concerns yourfelfe ; the hand is fo well coun- 
erfeited, that it is impollible to guefs the author by that ; but the fenfe and 
ubftance of it Ihews plainly that it is from fome friend that is well-informed ; 
nd I imagine it may be from John Selwyn. The inciofed, that came at the 
ime time from Popple, who I conclude mull; have had his intelligence fronx 
Cleveland Court, by his intimacy there, in fome meafure ftrengthens that 
pinion. Whether you think the hint of fuch weight and authority as to. 
lake you put off your journey to London for fome time longer, you are the 
eft judge ; if you Ihould, your weaknefs of bloody urine may be an excufe j- 
nd in that cafe, a letter wrote by this day’s poft to me, addreffed to the Cock- 
it, will be in town on Monday, and will, upon my arrival there, enable me 
) fay what you lhall think proper, for your not coming to town, or to. 
xecute any other commands. ■ 

I muft own that this unexpefled revolution at court, without any previous 
.otice to you, gives a new turn and interpretation to lord Cholmondeley’s. 
xprefs ; and inclines me to think, that it concerns men more than meafures, tho* 
he laft are in confequence included in it. And as rhis grand affair (purfuant to 
?hat Mr. Pelham hinted to you in his letter by Morris, that the dance woidd no 
irther goe J has been fome time in agitation, I am really furprized that lord 
Iholmondeley was not fo kind as to inform you by a private letter, when he. 
;nt the exprefs, how matters flood at court ; for it is very poffible, unlefs you 
ear this day of the difpofition of places, and a compleat and determined. 
;heme of the new miniftry, the king’s, or rather lord Granville’s, refolution 
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fll. for filling up the vacancys may be referred for your arrival ; which, as it con- 
cerns perfons, is extremely hazardous and embaralfing ; for I take it for 
granted, that the meeting of parliament will be put off for fome time, or 
adjourned immediately. As I thought it my duty to fend you the anonymous 
letter, I could not forbear thefe loofe fpeculations, entirely fubmitted to your 
better judgement. 

Anonymous letter, enclofed in the preceding ; received November 15, 1744. 
TJ Y the time you receive this, you may reckon upon alterations in the admi- 
niftration, and that Carteret has quitted his office. I mean literally his 
office, for he has parted with none of the king’s confidence or favour, but 
enjoys that as amply as ever, with affurances of its continuance. In the hurly 
burly with which this will be attended, will it not be advifeable that your bro* 
ther defer’d his journey a few days, till there is fome confiftency ? I am clear 
it wou’d be right ; but every one knows his own bufinefs beft. Adieu, 
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J. FOWLE TO HENRY ETOUGH. 

Account of lord Orford's illnefs. 

' DEAR SIR, London, Excifc-office, February 12, 1744-5. 

Burton and I had you within our thoughts for a letter, by Saturday's 
poft ; but as no good news was to be forwarded to you, we agreed to 
omit writing. Lord Orford^s cafe is bad, but hopes are given for his recovery. 
His lordlhip, about two months paft, began Dr. Jurin's medicine of foap lees 
for the ftone. This medicine had no effeft till lafl: Monday was fe^nnight : 
about the noon of that day, my lord voided a ftone, fomewhat larger than a 
kidney bean 5 and about an hour after voided another of a leffer fize. He had 
no more pain than in the palTage of thefe ftones. My lord was eafy before 
dinner, eat heartily, and with his ufual chearfulnefs. About 7 in the evening, 
he complained of a pain in his bowells. This was followed with a difcharge 
of blood by the urinary paflage, and an avoidance of fmall broken pieces of 
ftone. He continued in this way til] 3 o^clock on Tuefday morning; and by 
that time had voided 30 pieces of ftone and near 40 ounces of blood. His 
lordlhip, from the pain he had fuffered, and by the lofs of blood, was fo re- 
duced as to be in a very dangerous way j he was fo chilled as to be cold of one 

^ fide. 
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de, and to be 'without pulfe in one arm. He was given over, and with the Period VIII. 
reateft magnanimity and patience refigned himfelf, and fubmitted, and took 74^^01745. 
;ave of lord Walpole and his other children. ' i74J* 

On Tuefday in the afternoon he began to have fome favourable fymptoms : 
is pulfe returned, and a kindly equal -vi’armth, and •without- much pain. 

Lbout 2 o’clock on Wednefday morning he had another difcharge of blood 
y the urinary paflage, but without any ftones. This difcharge has continued 
pon him once in 24 hours, more or lefs, and was not to be afFedted by the 
ark or the ftypticum regale till yefterday, when it was in great meafure flopped 
) far as only to tinge and difcolour his water. Sir Edward Hulfe and Dr. 
urin were the only philitians ’till yefterday : Dr. Crow was then called in, 
nd joined in direding what had been before prefcribed. My lord, from Tuef- 
ay night, has had a good pulfe j he has been in good temper, except the 
eceffary heat his medicines occafioned, and is in ftrength and fpirits, and clear 
V his underftanding. The danger is from the tearing and lacerating the parts 
y the ftones voided ; and that fome artery may have been broke thereby, and 
ccafioned the flux of blood into the bladder. The urine comes from my lord 
ivoluntarily, and without his feeling of it : but this evil may be cured, if the 
rounds from the ftones be healed. I have the pleafure to reU you that my lord 
as this day been better and eafier, and I hope that to-morrow will make us 
appy in more favourable fymptoms. 

I am upon a fubjefr which gives me great diforder : however, I have recol- 
;£ted myfelf upon it as well and as particularly as I can. My lord’s greatnefs, 
bility, and goodnefs, is under generall acknowledgement, and there truly ap- 
ears to be a generall concern for his lordfhip. You lhall hear from me again 
f next Saturday’s poft ; and I wilh myfelf the great fatisfadlion to affure you 
lat my lord is better, and in a good and proper way towards a perfe£t recovery. 

JOHN SELWYN JUN. TO STEPHEN POYNTZ*. 

'Motives and intentions of the Seceders. — Declarations ofPulteney. — Cohdudl of the 

prince of Wales. 

SiRj Cleaveland Court, March 17, 1739-40. 

Should have given you a farther account of the deferters by the laft poft, if 
I had then known any thing more of their deftgns •, nor can I yet fay whe- 
her they will adhere to their refolution. Perhaps they don’t know themfelves j 

^ This letter was received too late to infert in its proper order of date. It is referred to in 
> 1 . i. p. 607. as being from John Selwyn to Thomas Townlhend^ an error which the reader is 
efired to corred. 


Sidney 

Papers* 


for 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


III. for I find that many of thofe who have been prevailed with to abfent themfelves 
are diffatisfied and frightened at the meafure ; at the fame time the leaders, 
after the very ftrpng declarations that they have made, cannot return without 
expofing themfelves to great ridicule. But as I have feen fome of them, and 
they were very free to anfwer any queftions, I will give you an account of what 
they faid to me. I alked them if what had pafled in the houfe of commons was 
only the effefl: of a hidden paffion in particular perfons, or a concerted meafure 
of the party. They told me that all, except about thirty, were engaged in it. 

I afked them when they propofed to return, and they faid not while this parlia- 
ment fits j unlefs a revolt of our friends gave them hopes of becoming a ma- 
jority. I then put them in mind of the.diflenters’ bill, which may pafs if the 
Torys don’t come to oppofe it, and alfo that feveral private bills had been 
recommended by fome of them, which they could not expefr us to fupport 
while they were in open rebellion againfl the parliament, and leflening the 
authority of any other laws that we might think necelTary. They faid as to 
the diffenters they fliould be extremely entertained with the difficultys of fir 
Robert Walpole, who, when he is left to himfelf, can have no excufe to impofe 
upon them ; but that with regard to that point they were come to no refolution : 
that they had thoughts of coming upon that occafion, but they were rather 
• inclined to let it pafs the houfe of commons, being fure that it would be thrown 
out by the lords ; and as to the private bills, thofe who are immediately con* 
cerned will attend them, and do as well as they can. And upon alking them 
how they would juftifjr to their conftituents this negleft of their intereft, they 
faid they Ihould every one write to their boroughs reafons for their conduft. 
Their reafons, I hear, are preparing, and that they will not fpare us ; they are 
likewife going to publifh a lift of our names, with our trades, and the motives 
by which we afl:, in anfwer to the enclofed lift of the common council, among 
whom, tho’ they all figned the merchants’ petition, but one is concerned in the 
American trade. 

A ferious expoftulation with the freeholders, by Mr. Pulteney, is likewife 
talked of ; but I cannot believe that he will venture to publifh an appeal from 
the parliament to the people, at leaft during the feffion. Among the few of 
the minority who ftay with us are the city members, (at this time very well- 
come,) Mr. Gibbon, who told them that they were doing either too much or 
too little, ray lord Cornbury, and Ivir. Harley, and fome others of leffer note. 
I don’t find that we are to take any notice of this ftep, but we had reafon to 
think that they would take the opportunity of the call of the houfe, which was 

to 
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have been next Monday, to come down in a body, and execute fome defign Period VIIL 
lich they have talked of as a counterpart of their iaft meafure. Therefore 
: have adjourned the houfe over Monday, by which the call is abfolutely 1744. 
oped, 

Mr. Pulteney’s way of talking is very wild and various. Sometimes he fays 
It tho’ he will come no more he is forry that other people follow his example. 

: other times he fays he fees the confufion to which this tends, but he does 
t care, and he will perlill in it. The P.’s behaviour has not been only impru- 
nt with regard to himfelf, but improper with regard to the parliament. He 
IS the whole time in the houfe, applauding all abufe and canvaffing the mem- 
rs. Mr. Whitmore he got witliin the lafl hour, and- he kiSed Mr. Pitt in the 
ufe for his fpeech, which was very pretty and more fcurrilous^ Mr. Win- 
igton properly enough faid it was the prettyell words, and the worft language 
had ever heard. To me his R. H. was extremely gracious, making me 
my compliments that I did not at all defefve ; he alfo enquired much about 
5 .D., and faid he was glad to hear he hunted, becaufe it vi'ould do him good. 

This, fir, is our prefent fituation. Our profpefl is not agreeable ; but, in 
i mean time, we fhall have leifure to pais fome good laws with regard to w;ool 
d other national affairs, which party animofity and dilputes for power have 
herto poftponed. I alk pardon for the unreafonable length of this letter, and 
11 only trouble you now with my humble fervice, to all at Midgham. 

tAUGHT OF AN INTENDED VINDICATION OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 

BY HIMSELF. 

Account of the exchequer, and mode of iffuing payments from thence^' 

■'HE exchequer, properly fpeaking, confifts of two parts ; the court of ex- Walpole 
chequer, and the receipt of exchequer. 

The court of exchequer is the law fide of the exchequer, where the barons 
and give judgment in all judicial caufes that come before them, have a jurif- 
Etion in bringing in the treafure and revenue of the crown, and a power over 
whilft it is in tranfitu ; but no power over it when it is once lodged in the 
ceipt of the exchequer ; and confequently the court of exchequer is not to 
: confidered as having any fliare or part in the prefent 'queftion. 

The receipt of exchequer is therefqre the only fubjeft of the prefent con- 
leration, into which all the publick revenue and treafure of the crown (a few 
lall branches of the land revenues, wood fales, and the like, only excepted) 
woi. HI. PART III. 41 is 
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V'lii. is paid, where it is received, lodged, and kept, and from whence it cannot be 
^745; iiTued but by the known and ancient cuftom and method of the receipt of the 
exchequer. 

The principal bufmefs of the receipt of the exchequer is what is called the 
introitus and exitm^ that is to fay, the receipt and ilTue of the publick money, 
revenue, and treafure of the crown j and rules are eftabiilhed from time im- 
memorial for the regular receiving and lodging, for the fafe cuftody and legal 
ilTuing of all the treafure of the crown brought into the receipt of the ex- 
chequer. 

Thefe rules conftitute th'e courfe of the exchequer, which is the law of the 
exchequer, and confequently fo- far the law of the land ; and are attended 
with proper cheques through the whole progrefs of the feveral olEces, which 
make it allmoft impollible to defraud or mifapply any part of the publick revenues. 

The principal officers hold their employments not durante beneplacito, but 
quam diu fe bene gejferinty a tenure w^hich, as it adds value to the offices, equally 
adds fecurity to the publick, and cannot be otherwife granted or held by law ; 
an mftitutronymclAoubt , wifely contrived, on purpofe that the officers from 
this independency might not be influenced to be guilty ofTany breach of truft, 
and, from the danger of forfeiting their office, might be deterred from commit- 
ting any indited pradices. 

And as all orders warranted by thefe rules, and agreeable to the courfe of 
the exchequer, are legal and fufficient vouchers for all iffues made at the ex- 
chequer, they likewife carry an authority with them which mull; be obeyed and 
compKed with ; and the authorities by which alone the publick revenues can be 
iflued out of the exchequer are all derived from the crown only. 

For no payments ever were or can be lUade at the receipt of the exchequer 
but by warrants under the great feal or privy feak except by authority of ads 
of parliament, in cafes of the funds appropriated by ad: of parliament. ' 

And this makes it neceffary to explain what is meant by the publick revenue 
or treafure of the crown in the receipt of tfie exchequer. 

Upon a general notion which has been induftrioufly propagated and too 
much mifunderflood, that alfthe revenues and treafure in the exchequer, in- 
cluding even the king’s civil lift revenue, are publick money, are founded all 
the miftakes and mifreprefentations, which are now made ufe of to the moft falfe 
and wicked purpofes. 

It is not to be controverted but that all the revenues paid into the exchequer, 
and the treafure kept there, are originally, and by the laws and conftitution of 

, ■ . this 
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his realm, the revenues and treafure of the crown. All taxes, duties, cuftoms, Period VIII. 
.nd impofitions, of what nature or kind foever, are aids and fubfidies granted 
o the crown, laid upon the people by th« legiflature, raifed, levied, and col- 1744. 
efted, and paid into the exchequer by the officers and authority of the crown, 
nd our law knows no other language but the king’s taxes, the king’s revenues. 

Thefe publick revenues placed in the exchequer may be reduced to three 
leads ; the appropriated funds, the fupplies granted annually for the fervice of 
he current year, and the civil lift revenues ; which are all equally the treafure 
)f the crown, vefted in the crown either abfolutely or under certain trufts and 
imitations, which are all contained in the claufes of appropriation. 

Thefe appropriations, being conditions annexed to the grants therafelves, 
nay be faid in fome fenfe to take the particular property out of the crown at 
he time that the grant is made to the crown ; and the crown becomes a truftee 
iither for the publick ufes and fervices to which the mony is appropriated, or 
or the intereft of the publick creditors who have a property in the funds, and. 
he feveral duties and revenues purchafed by them upon the faith of publick 
;redit and the authority of ads of parliament. And in this fenfe the revenues 
)f the crown may properly be fold to be publick moiiy, as likewife all the 
nonys granted for and appropriated to the ufes and fervices of the publick. 

That is to fay, all money payable by virtue of the feveral ads of parliament 
jaffedin that behalf is paid upon orders, grounded upon, and reciting the par- 
icular ads of parliament, without any regard to letters patent or letters of privy 
.'eal, and without account. All money, granted out of the fupplys granted for 
;he publick fervice, is ilTued to the paymafters and treafurers of the refpedive 
offices, by virtue of a particular privy feal for each accountant, . grounded upon 
the claufes of appropriation, and adapted to the fums appropriated, and always 
upon account. 

The civil lift revenues remain then fingly upon their own foot, ifluable at 
the will and diredion of the king upon -account, or without account, as the king. 

(hall dired j hut thefe diredions are confined within the bounds and limits of 
the courfe and law of the exchequer, and carry no authority if that is deviated 
from, but muft be obeyed, and cannot be criminal if conformable thereto. 

For the ready and neceffary difpatch of publick bbfinefs, there are always 
general ftanding letters patent dormant, and general letters of privy feal 
dormant, lodged in the exchequer as the foundatioh of all iffues out of the 
civil lift revenues. 
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[II. Thefe general letters patent and letters of privy feal are of very ancient date*, 
and have been continued without interruption from the reftoration to the pre- 
fent time, and are generally one of the firft works of every new reigUi They 
are the Handing authorities to the ■ treafury to aft and proceed upon, and arc 
always recited in all deeds and inftruments relative to them ; and the better to 
enlighten this material circumftance, it may not be improper to infert here the 
general claufe expreffing thereby the power given to the treafury. 

In the general letters patent, after an enumeration of feveral particular 
powers, it is faid. And alfo io pay or caufe to be paid unto any of our officers, or 
unto any other perfon or perfons, in reward for fervkes performed, or to be per- 
formed, or in fatisfaSlion for charges or difburfements by them or any of them ex- 
pended, or to be expended for our fervice, fuch fum or fums of money as to you jhall 
feem reafonable and ft to be allowed and paid in fuch cafes. 

In the general letters of privy feal, the claufe runs thus. Our will and pka- 
fure is, and we do hereby direSl, authorize, and command that out of any our 
treafure or revenue from time to time being and remaining in the receipt of our ex- 
chequer, youPiffua^and pay, or caufe to be iffued and paid, all fuch fum and fums of 
money for any publick or pdriicutar~ufe!>- cmd ferukes,-uis,we, hy ■ a'ny warrant or 
warrants' under our royal fgn manual, Jhall direB and appoint; the faid fums of 
money refpeBively to be paid to fuch o^cer, or cither perfons, by way of impref or 
otherwife, and in fuch manner and form in all refpeBs, as by fuch warrant or war- 
rants Jhall he required and direded, 

Thefe letters patent and letters of privy feal relate to the iffuing of the civil 
lift revenues only: the letters patent are generally made ufe of, when the money 
iffued is iffued upon account j- the privy feals, when the iffues are direfted 
without impreft or account. 

It is to be obferved that the king, in the difpofition and expenditure of the 
revenues of the crown, direfts forae part to be iffued upon account, and fome 
without account, according to the particular ufes and fervices to which the 
racaiy is to be applied ; and according to the cuftom and ufage of the exche- 
quer, there are feveral officers who receive and pay all the fees, wages, fala- 
ries, and other expences made and incurred in the feveral branches of the king’s 
houfliold, and upon the feveral* heads of the civil eftablifliment fuch are the 
cofferer, the treafurer of the chamber, the paymafter of the works, the mafter 
of the horfe, the mafter of the great wardrobe, and all receivers and pay- 
mafters to whom mony is iffued to be paid over by them to other officers and 
. fervants; 
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srvants of the crown, and other perfons having legal and regular debts and Period VIII. 
emands upon the crown. 1742 to 1745. 

To thefe officers all mony is iffiied upon account, and they are regularly 1744- 
harged upon the impreft, and made accountants, and all orders for iffuing 
lony to fuch as are accountants, are always grounded upon the general let- 
ers patent ; and among the reft all fums that have been ilTued to Mr. Paxton 
nd Mr. Lowther come under this clafs, and they are accountable for what 
hey do receive from time to time. 

But as the publick revenues in the exchequer are made publick mony, only 
ly virtue of appropriations and particular claufes of reftriftiona and limitations, 
he treafure of the exchequer, whether arifing to the crown by ancient and. 
lereditary right, et jure corona, or by grants of parliament if without reftridion. 
ir limitation, is the private right and property of the crown, and in no fenfe to 
»e conlidered as publick mony. 

Upon thefe foundations, in conlidering further upon the iffues of the publick 
evenues out of the exchequer, the firft proper queftion and inquiry ought to 
)e, whether any part of the publick mony, allowed to be fuch, has been 
liverted from the proper ufes and purpufcs, or the leaft mifapplicadon made of 
my part of the publick funds and revenues. 

And here I need not fpend much time, lince it’s manifeft that the grand in- 
juifition, who, if you believe themfelves, want no abilities, and all the world 
ees want no will, to difcover any the leaft errors that may have happened in 
he late adminiftration of publick affairs, have not fo much as attempted to Ihew 
my crimes or faults in the application or difpofition of any part of the publick* 
nony granted and appropriated to the ufes and fervices of the publick. 

And it is as unneceffary to infill upon a juftification, barely upon thefe right- 
:ous and impartial inquilitors not having been able to fix the leaft imputation 
ipon the condud and management of thefe great and effential articles of the; 
mblick revenues, I mean the great fums. of mony that have been granted and 
:xpended in the. annual fupplies of fo many years,, and in the application of 
he publick funds, where the people and the proprietors of the appropriated 
unds have fo immediate and valuable an inter eft. Becaufe during the whole 
ime of the noble, lord’s being at the head of the treafury, who is fuppofed to 
)e anfwerable for every minute circumftance in the management of the revenue, . 
here have been annual accounts laid before the parliament, of the receipts and 
ffues and application of every part of the fupplies of every year, and the like- 
iccounts have been as duly given into parliament of the produce and diftribution 

of 
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of every branch of the publick revenues, which conftitute the national funds 
fettled and appointed for payment of the principal and intereft of the national 
debt. And of this thefe upright.and able and impartial patriots cannot be 
ignorant; and yet not one obfervation has ever been made, either in parliament 
or out of parliament; upon the executive part of the adminiftration, upon any 
of thefe principal and effential points. 

What then fhall be laid of thofe wicked outcries and clamours, which have 
lb long filled and diftrafted the nation, of publick robbers, plunderers, of the 
publick minifters inriching themfelves with the fpoils of the people, and all 
that infamous weight of calumny, detraftion, and defamation with which the 
patriots have loaded the fervants of the crown, have inflamed the minds of the 
populace, and for which we are told the nation are in the higheft expeftation 
of obtaining natioiral jullice ? I think offenders of this fort, if any fuch there 
be, are proper objefls of parliamentary juftice ; but if none fuch are to be 
found, what curfe is not due to the authors of thefe deteftable pradlices? And 
I think the vengeance of the people ought to be fatisfied either upon the delin- 
quents, if any cri mes , can be proved, or upon the inventors of fuch fcandalous 
reports, who have fo'Yiieiy^3pefed-op:on-.a BA delud^^ people. This is 
common juftice; but to that height of impudence are fomeraennow come, as- 
avowedly to declare it is neceffary that even injuftice Ihould be done to anfwer 
the unjuft expeftations which they themfelves have raifed in the kingdom. 

Thefe matters being thus free and clear from all obje&ion, they were reduced 
to the neceffity, if it was not the choice of fome of their principal leaders, to- 
fall upon, the king’s civil lift revenues, and here they hope to fix the fource af 
corruption, of which they have fo loudly complained, without being able to 
prove it.in any one inftance. 

And here I muft infill that the civil lift, revenues of the crown, being granted 
to the king for his life, without any appropriation, .reftridlion, or limitation, 
are the foie right and legal property of the crown, to be difpofed of and ex- 
pended according to the will and direfrion of the king, not fubjedl to 
any account, controul, or inquiry ; cafes of illegal and corrupt abufes upon, 
proof only excepted, and except upon application from the crown for the 
affiftance of parliarirent upon any deficiency, arrears, or debts incurred in the 
.civil lift.' 

The diftinftion then between the publick mony fo deemed, and the king’s 
civil lift revenue, being thus eftablilhed, there can be no crime in the iffuing 
any part of them to their proper and legal ufes and purpofes, but in departing 

from 
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om the courfe of the exchequer, and tranfgrefliag the known rules and forms Period VIIT. 
ftabliflied for that purpofe. 1742101745.^ 

It has been already obferved that no mony can be paid at the exchequer by 1744* 
ay lefs authority than by letters patent under the great feal or letters of privy 
:al. All mony payable to the bank of England, the South Sea company, and 
laft India company, for the feveral annuities, and for principal and intereft 
pon loans * * # # Cetera defiderantur. 


ON THE. CONDUCT AND PRINCIPLES OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 

BY GOVERNOR POWNAL. 

J'HE publick charadlers of men who have been engaged in the fervice of 
their country,, muft be confidered with reference to the drama in which 
hey performed, their part j that is, with reference to the Rate of things and 
aen, and to the fpirit of the times in -which they afted : their aftions muft be 
ompared with the nature and merit of the objeft which it was their duty to 
im at; and the meafures which they operated by muft be judged of by the 
:ffe£l: that they produced upon the whole. 

• Let the condud and charader of this great minifter be examined by thefe 
eferences. 

Eirft, with reference to the drama; 

Kings and the abettors of regal power, as inherent in the f erf on, not in the 
ffice of kings, have always invariably, from the time of the Norman intrufion, . 
leen endeavouring to eftablifli the Norman fyjiem of government on the ruin of 
he Saxon fyjiem. The genuine Englilh have always as invariably refifted this 
ttempt. . Nolumm leges Angliee mutari were the words of their conftant pro- 
eft. They always fet up that fyftem of government, which they held to be 
onfiitutional, in oppofition to that which power attempted to make legal. Thefe 
ind fuch were the. Whiggs and Tories of this kingdom ages before the names 
vhich diftinguilh them were known. In obtaining the great charter (as an ad 
)f parliament is called) no new liberties or rights were granted to the people : 
)ut the liberties and rights of the conftitution were reftored, and the govern- 
nent recalled back to its Saxon principles. This ad was repeatedly explained 
md confirmed, yet was again encroached upon by a fyftem of regal power 

15 ■ which 
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IL which the kings in general, but the Tudors and Stuarts more efpecially, endea- 
voured to frame. 

The JirJi patriots in the great civil war meant only to reform the office of 
king, as it was originally eftablilhed by the principles of the conftitution. By 
too violent a revulfion of the national fpirit, the regal office was ruined inftead 
of being reftored ; and power was carried into a contrary extreme, to the do- 
mination of a democracy. On the other hand, by too hafty and too incon- 
liderate a reftoration of Charles the Second, without conftitutional conditions 
annexed to the monarchy, the true Saxon fyftera of government came again 
into danger ; and the nation, during the reigns of Charles 11. and James II., 
was in a conftant fucceffion of fuffering under, or of ftruggles againll, tJx 
Norman JyJiem, a.fyjiem of Md^eqftble right of power in the khig, of power neither 
refponfible nor to be reftfled, and againfi which there was no legal remedy. 

This fyftem was maintained and enforced by a party that alTumed, and were 
called by, the name of Tories, allied with and abetted by Papifts. The Englilh 
fpirit of the nation, animating a body of patriots who took the name of Whigs, 
refifted and prevailed againft this party. A revolution took place. A Tory 
and Popilh king was exileT^~a~'Whig andr-Proteftant- prince was called to the 
.throne j and the fucceffion was fettled and limited in a Proteftant line. The 
rights of the monarchy and the liberties of the people were fixed and efta- 
blilhed. After this period a very great and powerful party, formed by a com- 
bination of civil and eeclefiaftical Tories and Papifts, never ceafed to exert 
every effort to reftore the exiled Popilh family ; tofet up again the Tory fyftem 
inthe ftate; and to ereft an hierarchy in ’the church approaching every day 
nearer and nearer to Popery. On the -deceafe of William, Mary, and Ann, 
without heirs, who were Proteftants, the nation was again brought into danger 
of falling back to a Popilh king and a Tory government. 

Againft this fyftem, which endangers or fubverts the liberties of the fubj eft ; 
againft this Papal tyranny; the Britilh Whigs, both civil and eeclefiaftical, 
came forward in oppofition: allied with the Proteftants of all denominations, 
they formed an .united and .determined phalanx, and ftood forth in ftipport of 
the eftablilhed government -as founded on the principles of the conftitution, and 
under thofe principles fettled on the houfe of Hanover, being Proteftants. 

Thefe two parties were arrayed againft each other. The Whigs exerted 
themfelves in defending the conftitution and religion of their country. The 
Tories were become defperate, and were rendered more malignant by being allied 
'ivithTop.ery. Thefe were no ordinary times ; every thing was at hazard ; the 
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rits of men were wound up to the utmoft energy of exertion. In thefe Period VII 

les, amidfl; men of rank and fortune in the country, amongft aflive poli- ^74 

ians of the firft abilities, the genius and abilities, the vigour and pra£lical - 

owledge of Walpole rofe af Cendant. Nothing but a fpirit of enterprize would 

m have dared to undertake the bufinefs of the nation, knowing what and 

w perilous it was. The Handing foremoft in fuch a political warfare, rifquing 

the conteft an a&ual war againfl; fuch an inveterate and defperate party, 

uld arife from and be animated by nothing but courage derived from prin- 

jle and knowledge. The point to be gained was a great objefl:, and neceffary 

the exiftence of the conftitution ; the meafures by which it was to be ob- 

ned were fraught not only with open and dfreft, but with fecret and trea- 

erous dangers, which no man of an ordinary zeal or knowledge would have 

red to encounter. Walpole undertook this bufinefs, ftood foremoft, and 

d the command in it. He held the afcendant over the fpirits of rnen, and they 

nged themfelves in a voluntary fubor dination to him. With this command 

! broke the meafures of the Tories j he made the Papifts underftand that it 

18 their beft intereft to be quiet ; he bore down and fupprefled the Jacobite 

.rty, and rendered them impotent; he warded off the hoftile defigns of foreign 

iwers ; he fettled the peace of the nation ; he eftablifhed the government, by 

ting the houfe of Hanover firmly on the throne, under fuch conditions of 

Iminiftration as reftored, perfeded, and fecured the conftitution of his 

untry. " 

The conftitution of a limited monarchy in a ftate takes out of the hands of 
e monarch all fuch power as is not refponfible, and which might do wrong, 
hile there are no legal means of remedy or refiftance. This part of the fyftem, 
hich is neceffary to the people’s rights, renders the king as to power in himfelf 
forae degree inefficient : but this great minifter, by a conftitutional divifion 
' power, rendered the adminijlration of government aStually efficient. Every 
anch of authority remained in the office of king which could do good and no 
f ong : that power which was yet neceffary to efficiency, but which might be 
;pable of doing wrong without remedy, aduated by the king, was annexed in 
s operations to the office of minifter. Here it was refponfible, and, upon any 
ccefs of its exertions, here it might be refifted, and was amenable to juftice. 
e took this refponfibility on himfelf, he became amenable. In the eftablifh- 
ent therefore of the power of his adminiftration, he fecured the liberties of 
le ftate ; but rendered government effedive. 

While the ftruggle and conteft of parties laft, men are aduated by the fpirit 
id paffions of their party ; they require no other motive. When thofe 
voJL. III. PART III, 4 K. ftruggles 
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riod VIIL ftruggles have ceafed, and the conteft fubfides, men are to be ranged under a 
42101745. general fyftem of eftablifhed polity. Then that fpirit of jDarty by which they- 
ranked in obedience to their leaders, feels no longer thofe motives ; fees not 
that objedl ; has no longer that fcope which excited their love or hatred, and, 
gave motion and diredtion to their will. If they confider themfelves as the com- 
rades of an army that hath conquered, quitting their fubordination, many of 
them demand their fliare of power, whilft the bulk of the herd clamour for, 
plunder and their fhare of the booty. Other motives therefore, yhr/6 as may in- 
' fiuence their will, mull be fought out and applied. Not fuch motives as theo- 
rifts, elfay-writers, and hiftorians talk of, when they dream : but fuch as the 
practical politician knows are motives in the nature of things, and muft influence 
the wills of men, being what they are, 

A life of adlive politicks, exercifed and trained in formirig and oppofing par- 
ties, in acquiring and holding a lead amongfl; men, had given Walpole experi- 
mental knowledge of the human heart. He had lived with men in their homes 
in private ; he had adled with them abroad in publick ; he had feen them in. 
all tempers and feafons ; he knew them to the quick, intus £9° in cute : he had 
experience to feel hew little (whatever they might pretend) they were con- 
nedled by general principle, where the fpirit of party ceafed ; and how ready 
many of them were to betray one another, or to forfake their leaders, if any 
ofter could make it worth their while tQ,enlill with others. He had on all fides, 
and in almofl; every period, had experience of their pronenefs to change. 
Many w^te ready to promote arbitrary meafures ; he ufed the influence 
of government only to make them free and obedient fubjeds of a limited 
government. Even againft his enemies, and the enemies of the conftitution, 
where he might have ufed force, he applied only influence fo far as to difarm 
mifehief; and at the fame time, with the fame influence, taught thofe enemies 
to find it their intereft to become in Lome degree friends. Yet, as thefe 
profelite and mercenary friends could not be trufled in principle, he led them, 
bound to obedience, by fuch notions as had and did continue to operate on 
them. 

, With this difeernment of the fpirits of men, with this temper and modera- 
tion, he fixed a new eftablifhraent. He fecured the houfe of Hanover on the 
throne without bloodlhed, except of thofe who were mad enough to, run obfli- 
nately on the point of the fword of ftate. 

Having perfefted and fecured the foundations of liberty, having eflablilhed, 
eftedtive government, having fettled the nation in peace, he introduced fyftem 
into the bufmefs of the ftate, and order, connedion, and fubordination amongft 
" , • ■' . all 
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nil flu" li. |ui iiju nt He rcmveivi! the uiiuvitullnit’um of the finances out of PeriadV 
t u.. n, ..’.(I ilifui from rorrupi and ruinmis inanatfcment ; he efta- 

i'Hflu ti !* .1)1 on .1 lolii! uiul opened fources whicli might not only have 

I ivrii .1 (■■•jnino, !!v iiu rc.ding fupply, hut through which they might have be« 

t >sme li lt iv. ii !o the liiui} cxicnfive credit, ll.ui this I'yllcm of finance, by a 

• rjj< r.d lutvant ing iti au iiit rcaiiiig fcrics of aggregate furplulfcs, taken 

{ 1.1. i!u ic! Ok-, of thill eountrv would have forerun the calls of any fcrvice 

tli.i! . iiiioion !, ale or i oinmoii hoiully could have engaged in ; would have been 
to .in\ .1. .'id-'iu width in the ordinary cotirfe of human all'airs could have 
( rii)ic inn . rvro". A^ if wa:, the intidg of which he formed the plan, and the 
p.a ; whj.Ji hr dlaMilhrd, latii the hnmdation of our greatnefs. Whilfl he 
10. dn’ o . .! thr il.idon of thi' jiatioii amidtl the nations of Knropc, hy <i fyjkm 
■ .. imn. f.r Ih.uulhcd, ami was c.Mcndcd ; and Creat Britain became a 

I it !i and jio V. (■: lid cm} he. 

Mdio-i. !, h. l oul.l m t but fed conid 'Ut of the degree of power to which 
},. h.id t .0-1, .! Isi . . ouierv , yet, f.i !■ > 5 ‘g as he maint.iinctl his authority in govcrit- 
Hi.-jit, hr nrvrj fuflcict! tin forrigu view : of a llt.unnir king, the pride ol the 
11. oil I*, il).- j.). ; .'.•.Cj ' !• ”4 I'i i.jdii.ug, null, of the avarice of merchants, to involve 
tlii ! met! ,ii in tiu foollfh cuitrprijics of w-ir. He had a courage that felt no 
ft .tj u hf It tht jjii rdii*, <4 d.uigcr V. .ts iitvtflary \ he hail wildoiu that knew how 
f ^ I .11 li u ! i r ; I if w d h 1 1 f II fx'i ' ll til y . 

•Villi. Hc h lu' .u .pdrcd a hivli d. gm- . 4 " power, and {mfllflcd a degree of in- 
slwr-n. r wid. h somH h.ivc i it.d.lcd hint .c. .1 mat) to do any thing ; yet, under 
f%r',K I S'.', .i'i' ii ihat t.m I v.!!pct.air, /v rirvo tlui ti>! iantry, fcarce evet le- 

icn , d ..nr. He h.ul .i tu.it'n.iiiiniit V ahf>ni all the rdctitments of the juivate 
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ii 0 m the fuyrdlioii* i 4 hiinc iiKiyiKmuniiv, hn 
Mhl ^4 iiK'iiiv who hail *4114 wlui mouk! 

Hr did m.my hind tiling* tturrw oiiLtleablc eticmie.s, and con- 


Icrjtr! iii.iir. firnctio- ‘*11 oiicratcful hictid''. 

m. h In h.id dl-ddillu'd and let tired the libeides t ! his country m peace, 
V t hi . t.wii rau.iii- n w.i. .in unerafinr w.ufare. A Iriiii^ howev^-, which alwav • 
f... k 'lie rendeted his j'otf impregn.ihh: to his tnemic.s without, and 

jtj,.:nmint .! Sah. ithn.ui.nj fo his ct inm.md within. ‘Hn; hnmati coniiitutioii, 
|,.„h .m.t h. tiy, is lo franod ih.it. if always on the ifrddi of e.scrlion, 

is J.o.d 1 ortlt h'ie } .it! >4' it;: (SH-J, v. As the .idivity (4 lu.i ipirit at timc.s 
nUiu hr .»f times cealiiig to adf •.« !■ Ic sniniftrr, enirulUd parts of his com- 
ju.imi t.. ih 4c wh.) rtiouia have l ien Itk-nd:. In proportion as they were cn- 

tt nib d, tht V hml it in their power t.* betray, butne who were admitted to t ms 

, commu- 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


communication as friends, having by this confidence the means of feeing that 
he began to abate of his aftivity, meditated a defertion, in order to enlift un- 
der a capitulation with the enemy. Many who had offered him fervice, but 
whom he had rejeded, turned their views to a new party, on which a rifmg 
fun feemed to ftiine. Sir Robert Walpole thus loft the majority of the houfe 
of commons, and furrendered his poft. He difdained to capitulate : difarmed 
as he was of all power, and at the mercy of his enemies in their quarters, he 
difdained to alk quarter. They meant to deftroy him"; but here they found his 
innocence as invulnerable, as they had before found his fpirit impregnable. 
They appointed a committee of inquifition, io fearch for proof of crimes which 
for twenty years they had imputed to him without proof. Proofs light as air 
would have ferved,for convidion; but even thefe could not be found : and fo 
unfubftantial were even the imputed crimes, that they vanilhed upon the touch. 
His enemies, to their eternal infamy and diflionour, eftablilhed upon their own 
inquifition this only fad, that they had been for twenty years writing, fpeaking, 
and ading upon ground that was falfe. 

He retired not with a fortune greater than his fame. While his charader 
became every day more and more admired and praifed, as it became under- 
ftood ; and every day more brilliant and illuftrious while it was reviewed, un- 
der the aggAvating fenfe of regret. Men could not but fee in the comparifon 
how unequal the fortunes, which he had left to his family, were to the fupport 
of the honour with which he had graced and adorned it ; how itiuch below the 
degree of profperity to which he had elevated his country. 

He retained his anxiety and zeal for the fafety of his country to his lateft 
breath, which in a critical and dangerous period (in the year 1743) he ex- 
preffed in one of the fineft fpeeches ever made in the houfe of lords, in his laft 
fpeech, fpoken to apprize the nation of its danger, to which it remained infen- 
fible. Thofe who fucceeded him Ihut their eyes againft a danger that they dared 
not own they faw ; becaufe they dared not look it in the face, and had taken 
no precaution to ward it off : they therefore negledled, the wifdom of his fear 
and advice. They affefted in themfelves, and attempted in others, to ftifle all 
apprehenfions, while the danger encreafed, and continued advancing into event. 
The danger which had been thus imminent fell upon the nation in the year 
1745, by a rebellion in which the Britifh crown was (as he had told the houfe 
of lords it would be) fought for on Britifh ground. 

He died in the interval of thefe periods ; and his immediate fucceffors lived 
upon the fragments ,of his fyftem, which they had laboured to deftroy. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF EXCHEQUER BILLS: 

Corrected by Sir Robert Walpole. 

>T^HE recoinage of the old, hammer’d, dipt monies, during the war againft; W'alp< 
France, gave the firft rife to the iffuing out bills of credit,’ called ex- Papei 

chequer bills, to fupply the want of filver at that time; of which very bene- 
fidal invention the late earl of Halifax was the author ; and tho’ not, till 
lately, rendered complete and perfed, will, however, allways be remember’d 
to the honour of that noble lord. 

Anno i 6 g 6 . 7 and 8 W. III. The firft exchequer bills were made out and 
iflued, purfuant to an ad of parliament, anno 1696, for raifing 2,564,000 ! viz. 
1,064,000! by orders of loan, at 7! per cent, per ann. and 1,500,000! by 
fuch bills, at 3 d. per cent, per diem, payable out of loans, or other monies, in 
the exchequer, arifing from the duties on fait, glafs, ftone, and earthen wares. 

The auditor of the receipt of exchequer was to prepare and fign indented 
bills to be fealed with a publick feal, of 10, 20, 30, 50, and 100 pounds 
each ; the counterparts of which were to remain in his office. He was to 
deliver thefe bills to the tellers, and take their receipts for the fame, charging 
them with fo much cafh as they amounted unto. The tellers were to iffue 
them out to fuch as would accept them, and exchange them' for money, pay- 
ing principal and intereft. Thefe bills might be iffued out again from the ex- 
chequer as money, or new bills in lieu of fuch as were cancelled. It was made 
felony to forge or counterfeit them. If there was not cafh in the exchequer 
fufficient to anfwer fuch bills, perfons might apply to the auditor to exchange 
fuch bills for orders bearing a perpetual rent at 7 ! per cent, per ann. payable 
half-yearly, out of the fait , duties, &c. until the principal and intereft were 
paid off. 

Anno 1696. 8 W. III. page 130. The treafurer was impower’d to caufe 
exchequer bills to be made out for one million and an half, to be current and 
pafs in all payments to any of his majefty’s receivers or colleftors of any aids, 
taxes, &c. (except the 3 s. aid on land,) for the fervice of the year 1697, 
carry intereft at 5 d. per cent, per diem, for which receivers were obliged to 
pay milled money, or gold, to any perfon who defired it, under a penalty of 
forfeiting double the fum; and to keep proper books for the view of any 
perfon who defired it. Thefe receivers might pay into the exchequer fuch 
oills, for which they were to have tallies for their difcharge ; and then fuch 
oills, fo paid in, were immediately to be cancelled, or endorfed and iffued out 
igain from the exchequer. 

Anno 1697. Sand 9 W. III. page 384 and 385. Power was given to iffue 
;he aforefaid 1,500,000! at 5 d. per ceyit. per diem, and to agree with any 
3erfons immediately to advance money for exchanging and circulating fuch 
Dills as people were unwilling to accept in payment for tallies and orders at the 

4 exchequer, 



( 622 ) 


exchequer, who were' to liave lol. per cent, per arm. and truftees were ap- 
pointed to circulate them. Hence arofe the diilindion between Jpecie bills and 
non fpecie bills, and a difeount immediately was the confequence on the non 
fpecie bills. This gave birth to feveral frauds, by perfons entrufted w-ith 
the receipt of publick monies, who bought up fuch non fpecie bills at a dif- 
eount ; and, by endorfing them as received for the revenues, made them 
fpecie bills fooner than they wou’d have been. 

The next bills were iffued in the year 1707, for 1,500,000!. which were 
circulated at 4I. 10 s. per cent, and cancelled by the bank, to whom an an- 
nuity was granted out of the duties on houfes. The bank have alfo circulated 
and cancelled moft of the exchequer bills fmee that time, by contrafl; with the 
treafury for certain premiums, and taking fubferiptions from divers perfons, 
who paid down part of their fubfeription money, and were liable to calls for 
the refidue, to ftrengthen them in circulating fuch bills. 

About the years 1710, 1711, and 1712. the bills anno 1709, he. were 
about 3 1. per cent, difeount, wherefore the government allowed the bank a 
fufEcient fum to enable them to make the faid bills fpecie, which had fo good 
an effecl, that no difeount has been upon fuch bills ever lince. 

At Chriftmas 1717, they deliver’d up to be cancelled two millions of 
exchequer bills, iffued in the years 1709 and 1713, for which they receive an 
annuity of 1 00,000 1. at 5 1. per cent, per ann. and the remainder of thdfe bills 
have been cancelled out of the feveral revenues granted for that fervice. 

In the year 1720, one million of exchequer bills were lent to the South Sea 
■Company, which were lince cancelled, out of the finking fund, having been 
firft circulated by truftees chofen for that purpofe. 

In the year 1722, another million was iffued in exchequer bills, and can- 
celled by the repayment of the former million lent the South Sea Company. 

In July 1723, another million was iffued for redeeming certain annuities at 
5 1. per cent, per ann. payable at the bank, who circulated the fame, as they 
have done all the bills iffued lince that time, in* manner aforefaid. 

But what has rendered the invention of exchequer bills of the utmoll ufe 
and fervice to the publick, is the late great irnprovement thereon, by regiller- 
ing them, and paying them off in courfe, as the monies came in, on the land- 
tax and malt; whereby all interell is faved to the very day on which any 
money is wanted ; and any fum may be raifed, at moderate intereft, on the 
fecurity of the land-tax or malt, without taking in a loan in money, or ftrik- 
, ing fiditious tallies ufually put off at a difeount. 


# 


THE END. 
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Page 12. line i8. before done Infert been 

25 3* for England to England 

29. 3. for treating read breaking 

1 5 6. 2 3 . after drinks infert with 

i68. 27, for aflerted read afFe£ted 

43f>- — r— 7, for he read we 



